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In the Name of Allah-22wi the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-2zwi Lord-2zwi of the Worlds,
and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad-saww and his-s2¥w Purified Progeny-2s*s, and greetings with
abundant greetings.

Backbiter is a cheat

Summary:

It has become a norm to narrate an embarrassing past event or preceding discussions of an absent
person, which did take place. In Islam it is forbidden unless it is already in publicly knowledge and/or
is from a ‘Biddah’ (heresy - harmful to religion), this norm of society comes under backbiting and
Islam considers it as (equating to) eating the flash of one’s brother. However, if the narration is a
fabrication, then it would come under ‘Bohtan’ (slandering) which is a punishable sin. The backbiter
is termed as a ‘Cheat’! Some brief Ahadith are cited below:
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‘Ali?sWs Bin Al-Husayn2%s said: ‘And let people's faults be less on your tongue””.!
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1 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H 65 a
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And he™®"%s said: ‘One who shoots (accuses) the people with what is in them, they will shoot
at him (accuse him) with what isn’t in him”’.2
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Rasool-Allah*®"" was such that whenever he*®"¥% mentioned something from a person, said:
‘What is the matter with a people doing such and such?’ And he**" would not specify”’.?
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And Ali*" said: ‘Mention the good deeds of your deceased”.*
.Tj,&‘ﬁ;;ﬁ\ip;@ﬁ'ﬁ}?;;@g
And in another: ‘Do not be saying regarding your deceased, except good”.>
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The Prophet™®"" said: ‘Are you afraid from mentioning the immoral until the people recognise
him? Mention him with whatever is in him, the people can be careful of him”.®

Ahadith on Backbiting:

Some Ahadith are presented related to fleeing from backbiting and backbiters.
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‘Abu Al-Hassan@"s said: ‘One who mentions a man from behind him with what is in him, from
what the people do know, he is not backbiting him, and one who mentions it from behind him
with what is in him from what the people don’t know, he is backbiting him, and the one who
mentions him with isn’t in him, so he has slandered him”.”
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2 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H65 b
3Bihar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 67

4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 67
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(Amir Al-Momineen®"“* wrote to Al-Ashtar when sent him as a ruler over them): Free from
the people the knot of every grudge and cut off from you the cause of every string (enmity),
and be absent from all what is not clear to you, and do not be hasty to ratify (endorse) a
backbiter, for the backbiter is a cheat and even he resembles with the advisers. ..... And the
abundant greetings be upon His®¥ Rasool*®*% and his®®"% Progeny®"s, and submissive
submission”. (an extract)®
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‘From Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®"" said: ‘The backbiting is quicker in the
religion of a Muslim man than the meal in his interior’.
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He s said: ‘And Rasool-Allah*2"" said: ‘The sitting in the Masjid awaiting the Salat is (an act
of) worship, for as long as the occurrence does not happen’.
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‘It was said, ‘O Rasool-Allah@¥Y¥l And what is the occurrence?’
sy J6
Hea% said: ‘The backbiting”.’
Imam#** rebukes a backbiter (who reports an illicit talk):
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‘From Abu Abdullah™@%s having said: ‘A man said to Ali®*"* Bin Al-Husayn®%s, ‘So and so
attributes you™"s to that you™@"s are a straying innovator!’
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Ali~as%s Bin Al-Husayn®"* said to him: ‘You have not taken care of sitting with the man whereby
you narrated his narration to us®%s, nor did you fulfil my2s¥ right whereby you delivered to
me3%s from my?2%s brother what 1" didn’t know. The death will generalise us, and the

8 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 30 H 744
9 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H 1
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Resurrection will raise us, and the Qiyamah is our meeting place, and Allah®"¥ will Judge
between us.
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Beware of the backbiting, for it is a sauce of the dogs of the Fire, and know what the one who
frequents from mentioning faults of the people, many will testify against him that he had
rather sought these in accordance to what had been in him”.%°
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‘From Abu Abdullah@Ys having said: ‘Rasool-Allah™*®"% said: ‘One who were to believe in
Allah??i and the Last Day, he should not sit in a gathering an Imams*s is being reviled in, or
a Muslim is being backbitten in it. Allah®" Says in His®*¥ Book: And when you see those
engaging in vanities regarding Our Signs, turn away from them until they are engaging in
another discussion. And as for what the Satan makes you forget, so after remembering, do
not sit with the unjust people [6:68] .1

Listening intently to backbiting is forbidden:
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‘Among prohibitions by the Prophet®“¥, hes®W prohibited from the backbiting and the
listening intently to it, and he**"", may the Salawaat of Allah?*¥ be upon him¥¥ and hissa"W
Progeny@%s said: ‘One who backbites a Muslim person, his fasts are nullified, and his Wud’u
is broken, and he will come on the Day of Qiyamah such that a smell will be effusing from him
being smellier than the carcass, the people at the pausing will be harmed by it. If he dies
before he repents, he would have died having permitted what Allah?*I had Prohibited’.
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And he*®™" said: ‘One who swallows anger while he is able upon implementing it and forbears
from it, Allah?* will Give him Recompense of a martyr; and the one who graces upon his
brother regarding a backbite he had heard regarding him, so he repels it from him, Allah-3?¥
will Repel from him a thousand doors of evil in the world and the Hereafter. But if he does

10 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H 8
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not repel it while he is able upon repelling it, upon him would be like a burden (of sins) of the
one who had backbitten him, seventy times” .12

Backbiter is outside from the Wilayah of Allah®*" and inside the wilayah of
Satan™
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‘Al-Sadig@"* said, and | had said to him™@¥s, ‘O son@%* of Rasool-Allah=®""! Inform me about
the one whose testimony is acceptable, and the one whose testimony is not acceptable’.
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He % said: ‘O Algamah! Every one who were to be upon the nature of Al-Islam, his testimony
is allowed”.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Il said to him™?Ys, ‘Will the testimony of an acknowledger of the sins
be acceptable?’
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He#%s said: ‘O Algamah! If the testimony of an acknowledger of the sins is not accepted,
nothing will be accepted except testimony of the Prophets® and the successors@%“s, may the
Salawaat of Allah??"i be upon them™**s, because they**s are the infallible besides rest of the
people.
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The one whom you have not seen with your own eyes indulging in a sin, or two witnesses

have not testified upon him with that, so he is from the ones righteous of the justice and the

covering up, and his testimony is acceptable, and even if he was a sinner within himself, and

the one who backbites him, he is outside from the Wilayah of Allah-***/ Mighty and Majestic

and inside the wilayah of Satan™.
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And my@%“s father®%“s had narrated to me@"“s from his®"* father, from his®"* forefathers
that Rasool-Allah*2"¥ said: ‘One who backbites a Momin with what is in him, Allah-22¥ will not
Gather between the two in the Paradise, ever! And the one who backbites a Momin with what
isn’t in him, the protection between them is cut off, and the backbiter would be in the Fire,
being eternally in it, and evil is the destination” .3

Defender of a Muslim is in Paradise:
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‘From Abu Abdullah™@¥* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah™*®"¥ said: ‘One who defends an honour of
his Muslim brother, the Paradise is obligated for him indeed””.'*
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‘From Abu Ja’far®%s having said: ‘One in whose presence his Momin brother is being
backbitten, so he helps him (that who is talked about) and assists him, Allah??¥ will Help him
in the world and the Hereafter; and the one in whose presence his Momin brother is being
backbitten, but he does not help him and does not defend him while he is able upon helping
him and assisting him, Allah®¥ lower him in the world and the Hereafter” .
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And he™®V¥ said: ‘Six characteristics, there is no Muslim dying in one of these, except I5®WW

guarantee upon Allah"#% that He @ will Enter him into the Paradise —a man whose intention

is that he will not backbite a Muslim. If he dies upon that, it would be a guarantee upon

Allah#"’ — the Hadeeth”.1®
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And he®"s said: ‘Rasool-Allah2"Y: ‘The Eman of a person cannot be straight until his heart is
straight, and his heart cannot be straight until his tongue is straight. So the one from you who
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is capable of meeting Allah? the Glorious and he is of pure comfort from the blood of
Muslims and their wealth, safe of the tongue from their honours, let him do so”’.’
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‘1 entered to see Musa®"* Bin Ja’far®"s, may the greetings be unto them®"* both, and in his®"s
presence was Muhammad Bin Abdullah Al-Ja’fary. | smiled at him. He®"* said: ‘Do you love him?’ |
said, ‘Yes, and | do not love him except for you (Imams2"<)’,
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He?*"* said: ‘He is your brother, and the Momin is a brother of the Momin of his mother and of his
father; and one whom his father did not beget him is an accursed; and one who slanders his brother
is an accursed; one who cheats his brother is accursed; and who does not advise his brother is

accursed; one who backbites his brother (is accursed)”.®

There is no backbiting for the vulgar and heretic:
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(The book) ‘Figh Al-Reza®"*, may the greetings be upon him™?*"*: ‘Shun the backbiting, backbiting the
Momin, and be cautious of the gossiping, for these two break the fast (of the fasting one), and there

is no backbiting of the immoral, and drinker of the wine, and the chess player, and the gambler”.*®
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It is reported by the sheykkh Abu Ja’far Al-Kulayni, from him in ‘Al-Saheeh’, from Dawood Bin Sirham,
from Abu Abdullah™?*"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah=**™"" said: “Whenever you see the people of doubts
and innovations from after me™=®"¥, then reveal the disavowing from them and frequent from reviling
them, and the word regarding them, and the talking badly, and accuse them, lets they exceed in the
mischief in Al Islam, and caution the people, and do not learn from their innovations, Allah=2* will

Write the good deeds for you all due to that, and Raise the ranks for you in the Hereafter”.?°
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‘Al-Reza®"* said: ‘One who throws off the robe of modesty, there is no backbiting for him”’.%
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‘From Abu Abdullah@*s having said: ‘Four will not be entering the Paradise — the soothsayer,
and the hypocrite, and the habitual of wine, and ‘Al-Qattat’, and he is the gossiper’’.??

Some Ahadith on the scope of backbiting are included in the Appendix.
Appendix: Additional Ahadith Explaining scope of Backbiting??
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And it has come upon the well-known words of the Prophet*®¥: ‘Do you know what the
backbiting is?’ They said, ‘Allah®¥ and His?** Rasool**"¥ are more knowing’. He*"V said:
‘Your mentioning your brother with what he dislikes”.
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And from Jabir and Abu Saeed Al-Khudry who both said, ‘The Prophet*®¥: ‘Beware of
backbiting, for the backbiting is severer than the adultery. The man could commit adultery
and repents, so Allah®¥ Turns to him (with Mercy), and the backbiter is not Forgiven until his
companion (the back-bitten) forgives him”’.
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And from Anas (a well-known fabricator) said, ‘Rasool-Allah®"¥ said: ‘On the night of myeww
Ascension I®"% passed by a group scratching their faces with their finger-nails. I°*%% said: ‘O
Jibraeel®! Who are they?’ He® said: ‘They are those who were backbiting the people and
talking badly about their honour”.
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And from him™@¥s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah=#"" addressed us. He**"¥ mentioned the usury
(interest) and the grievousness of its affair. He®"¥ said: ‘The (one) Dirham a man achieved
from the interest is more grievous in the Presence of Allah®% in the sins than thirty-six
adulteries adultery a man commits, and the most growth is the honour of the Muslim man.
SHEENRENG RS NP <IN R et J NS R IR (R S o (NS
And Allah*" Mighty and Majestic Revealed to Musa Bin Imran: “The backbiter when he

repents, he would be the last one to enter the Paradise, and if he does not repent, he will be
the first one to enter the Fire”.
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And it is reported that Isa® and the disciples passed by a carcass of a dog. The disciples said,
‘How stinky is the smell of this!” Isa™* said: ‘How intense is the whiteness of its teeth!’ It is as
if he® had forbidden them from backbiting the dog and informed them upon that one should
not mention any creature of Allah? except goodly”’.
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And from that is what is reported by Ayesha, she said, ‘A woman entered to see us. When she

turned around, | gestured by my hand to mean, ‘Short’. So, he™®"" said: ‘You are backbiting
her!”
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Rasool-Allah®¥ said: ‘The one listening intently is one of the backbiters”.
ol Asf sl aae g 2 06 5
And Ali"*"s said: ‘The listener of the backbiting is one of the backbiters”.
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And it has been reported from the Prophet™®¥% having said: ‘One in whose presence a Momin
is humiliated and he is able upon helping him, but does not help him, Allah"#" will Humiliate
him one the Day of Qiyamah upon the heads of people”.
il a3 a2 3 0T J Ue OOty asl e 02 55 0 o B 025 06 06 530 G 22 5
And from Abu Al-Darda’a who said, ‘Rasool-Allah2"" said: ‘One who defends honour of his
brother in the absence, would have a right upon Allah??¥ that He*I Defends his honour on

the Day of Qiyamah”'.
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And he®®W said as well: ‘One who defends honour of his brother in the absence would have
a right upon Allah#" to Save him from the Fire”’.
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And it is reported by Al-Sadouq, by his chain to Rasool-Allah*®*¥ having said: ‘One who
forbears upon his brother regarding a backbiting he had heard about him in a gathering, so
he repels it away from him, Allah-#*" will Repel a thousand doors of evil away from him in the
world and the Hereafter; and if he does not repel it while he is able upon repelling it, upon
him would be like the burden (of sin) of the one who had backbitten him seventy times”.
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And by his chain to Al-Baqir?®"“s having said: ‘One in whose present his Momin brother is
backbitten, so he helps him and assists him, Allah®¥ will Help him in the world and the
Hereafter; and the one who does not help him and does not defend him while he is able upon
helping him and assisting him, Allah-**] will Drop him in the world and the Hereafter”.
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And it is reported from the Prophet*®"Y having said: ‘The fire is not quicker into the dryness
than the backbiting is in the good deeds of the servant”.
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And he mentioned his*®¥" words: ‘Beatitude is for the one whose own faults pre-occupy him
from faulting the (other) people, and whoever were to find a fault, it is befitting that he is
embarrassed from leaving himself and condemning others, but it is befitting that he knows
that inability of others in being removed from that is like his own inability, if that were to be
a fault (in the first place)”.
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And it is reported that Hinda said to the Prophet*®"¥, ‘Abu Sufyan is a stingy man. He does
not give me what suffices me and my children. Can | take from without his knowledge?’ He"
sawW said: ‘Take what suffices you and your children with the moderation’. She mentioned of
her and her children’s misery and Rasool-Allah=®"% did not rebuke her when her purpose was
the issuance of the verdict.
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The Prophet ¥ said: ‘Are you afraid from mentioning the immoral until the people recognise
him? Mention him with whatever is in him, the people can be careful of him”.
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And he*®V¥ said to Fatima Bint Qays when she had consulted him regarding her proposers:
‘As for Muawiya, he is a wretched man. There is no wealth for him, and Abu Jahm, he does
not place the staff (walking stick) on his shoulders’.
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Rasool-Allah**"" said: ‘The one who casts the robe of modesty away from his face, so there
is no backbiting for him’.

NERH R
From him™=2¥W: ‘There is no backbiting of a mischief-maker”.
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And it has come upon the well-known words of the Prophet*®"%: ‘Do you know what the
backbiting is?’ They said, ‘Allah?? and His®#" Rasool*®*% are more knowing’. He™®"¥ said:
‘Your mentioning your brother with what he dislikes”.
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And from Jabir and Abu Saeed Al-Khudry who both said, ‘The Prophet*®¥: ‘Beware of
backbiting, for the backbiting is severer than the adultery. The man could commit adultery
and repents, so Allah®¥ Turns to him (with Mercy), and the backbiter is not Forgiven until his
companion (the back-bitten) forgives him”’.

S O Gl VER JB NER 0 s § S Ll iRt sdd o8 B g MR B o A 0505 JB JB ST e

2 G 05 5

And from Anas (a well-known fabricator) said, ‘Rasool-Allah®"¥ said: ‘On the night of my=saww
Ascension I®"W passed by a group scratching their faces with their finger-nails. I°*%% said: ‘O
Jibraeel™! Who are they?’ He® said: ‘They are those who were backbiting the people and
talking badly about their honour”.
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And from him™@¥s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah=®"" addressed us. He*"% mentioned the usury
(interest) and the grievousness of its affair. He@"% said: ‘The (one) Dirham a man achieved
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from the interest is more grievous in the Presence of Allah®" in the sins than thirty-six
adulteries adultery a man commits, and the most growth is the honour of the Muslim man.
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And Allah*" Mighty and Majestic Revealed to Musa Bin Imran: “The backbiter when he
repents, he would be the last one to enter the Paradise, and if he does not repent, he will be
the first one to enter the Fire”.
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And it is reported that Isa™ and the disciples passed by a carcass of a dog. The disciples said,
‘How stinky is the smell of this!’ Isa* said: ‘How intense is the whiteness of its teeth!’ It is as
if he® had forbidden them from backbiting the dog and informed them upon that one should
not mention any creature of Allah* except goodly”’.
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And from that is what is reported by Ayesha, she said, ‘A woman entered to see us. When she
turned around, | gestured by my hand to mean, ‘Short’. So, he™®"" said: ‘You are backbiting
her!”
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And it has been reported from the Prophet™®¥% having said: ‘One in whose presence a Momin
is humiliated and he is able upon helping him, but does not help him, Allah-#" will Humiliate
him one the Day of Qiyamah upon the heads of people”.
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And from Abu Al-Darda’a who said, ‘Rasool-Allah2"" said: ‘One who defends honour of his
brother in the absence, would have a right upon Allah-2?¥ that He*i Defends his honour on
the Day of Qiyamah”.
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And hes®Y said as well: ‘One who defends honour of his brother in the absence would have
a right upon Allah?" to Save him from the Fire”.
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And it is reported by Al-Sadouq, by his chain to Rasool-Allah®% having said: ‘One who
forbears upon his brother regarding a backbiting he had heard about him in a gathering, so
he repels it away from him, Allah?*I will Repel a thousand doors of evil away from him in the
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world and the Hereafter; and if he does not repel it while he is able upon repelling it, upon
him would be like the burden (of sin) of the one who had backbitten him seventy times”.
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And by his chain to Al-Bagir®"s having said: ‘One in whose presence his Momin brother is
backbitten, so he helps him and assists him, Allah?**I will Help him in the world and the
Hereafter; and the one who does not help him and does not defend him while he is able upon
helping him and assisting him, Allah-***] will Drop him in the world and the Hereafter”.
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And it is reported from the Prophet™®¥W having said: ‘The fire is not quicker into the dryness
than the backbiting is in the good deeds of the servant”.
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And he mentioned his*®¥ words: ‘Beatitude is for the one whose own faults pre-occupy him
from faulting the (other) people, and whoever were to find a fault, it is befitting that he is
embarrassed from leaving himself and condemning others, but it is befitting that he knows
that inability of others in being removed from that is like his own inability, if that were to be
a fault (in the first place)”.
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And it is reported that Hinda said to the Prophet=®¥, ‘Abu Sufyan is a stingy man. He does
not give me what suffices me and my children. Can | take from without his knowledge?’ He"
sawW said: ‘Take what suffices you and your children with the moderation’. She mentioned of
her and her children’s misery and Rasool-Allah=®"% did not rebuke her when her purpose was
the issuance of the verdict.?
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