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In the Name of Allah?* the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®" Lord?™ of the Worlds, and
Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad**"¥ and his*®*" Purified Progeny®"¢, and greetings with abundant
greetings.
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‘Combining the two compulsory Salat (Al-
Zohr & Al-Asr — Al-Maghrib & Al-Isha)’

Summary:

The followers of the Ahl Al-Bayt®“s generally combine Al-Zohr and Al-Asr and then Al-
Maghrib and Al-Isha prayers during the journey and mostly during the short days, i.e., winter
as well as at home and in the masjid. There are also Ahadith reporting the merits for
combining the Salats (for the fulfilment of wishes and sustenance).

The question arises if one can offer optional Salat when combining the two Salat, i.e, Al-Zohr
and Al-Asr - with one Azan and two Agamah (Azan, Agamah, Al-Zohr Salat followed by
optional Salat and then reciting only Agamah before offering Al-Asr Salat followed by optional
Salat).

Ahadith allow of this, however, Ahadith disallow for reciting optional Salat between the two
combined obligatory Salat. Since time of Al-Asr starts shortly after Al-Zohr and Al-Isha with
Al-Maghrib, one can combine these with reciting Azan, Agamah, compulsory salat, optional
salat and then Azan, Agamah and 2" compulsory salat — in this case one will be acting on
Sunnah, without any ambiguity.

Below, we briefly review Ahadith related to the offering of optional Salat when combining
two compulsory Salat:
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Abu Al-Hassan™@Wws
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(The narrator) said, ‘I heard him?$s saying: “‘When you gather between the two Saldts, so do
not perform Optional Salats between the two’.}
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‘I heard Abu Al-Hassan™®"* saying: ‘The gathering between the two Salat is when there does
not happen to be Optional Salats between the two. So, when there were Optional Salats
between the two, so do not gather’.2
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And with a weak sanad (chain of narrators) on the authority of Muhammad bin Hakim on the
authority of Abu Al-Hasan®"s, he said | heard him say that if you combine the two prayers,
do not (offer) optional Salat between them.?

However, when we are pressed against time or have a valid reason, we can combine the
two Salats with one Azan and two Agamah, for example:
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‘Abu Abdullah?"Ys prayed with us Al-Al-Zohr and Al-Al-Asr Salat during the (start of the)
decline of the sun, with one Azan and two Agamahs, and said: ‘I°**¥s am upon a need, so pray

Optional Salats’.*

In another Hadith,
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1 Al-Kafi V 3 —The Book of Salat CH9 H 3
2 Al-Kafi V 3 —The Book of Salat CH9 H 4
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4 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH9 H 5
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah?%s, “When shall | pray Al-Zohr?’ So he®"* said: ‘Pray eight (Rak’at) of
Salat then pray Al-Al-Zohr. Then pray your Optional, prolonging or shortening, then pray Al-
Asr’>
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‘He s said: ‘When you have prayed Salat Al-Al-Zohr, so the time for Al-Al-Asr has entered
until there happens to be an Optional (Salat) in front of it. So that is up to you. If you so desire
to, you prolong, and if you so desire to, you shorten (the Optional Salat)’.

During the long days or when there is no urgent need to attend, one may offer two Salats
without combining those, i.e., Azan and Agamah Al-Al-Zohr and optional Salats and then at
Al-Asr time, Azan and Agamah Al-Al-Asr Salat followed by optional Salats.

Why optional Salat? A Believer would recite 51 Rak’ats
in 24 hours!
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‘| said to Abu Al-Hassan®"s, ‘Our companions are differing regarding the voluntary Saldats.
Some of them are praying forty-four (Rak’at), and some of them are praying fifty (Rak’at). So,
inform me with which are you@"s acting upon, how it is so that | can act upon the like of it’.
So he®%s said: ‘I"*"s pray fifty-one (51) Rak’at’.
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Then he?®"Ys said: ‘Hold on!” And he®%* counted by his®" hand — ‘The midday is eight (8
Rak’at), and four after Al-Al-Zohr, and four before Al-Al-Asr, and two Rak’at after Al-Maghrib,

5 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH5 H 3
6 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH5 H 8
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and two Rak’at before Al-Isha the last (4), and two Rak’at after Al-Al-Isha while seated,
accounted as one Rak’at while standing (1), and eight for the night Salat (8), and Al-Witr is of
three (3), and two Rak’at of Al-Fajr (2), and the Obligatory ones are seventeen (17). So that is
fifty-one (51 Rak’at)’.”

Also, one must not leave out four (4) Rak’at (offered two Rak’at and then two Rak’at) after

finishing Al-Maghrib Salat:
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Mohammed ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed from al-Hussain ibn Sa'id from al-Nadr ibn
Suwayd from Yahya al-Halabiy from al-Harith ibn al-Mughirah who has said:

‘Abu 'Abd Allah?*"¥s has said: 'There are four (4) Rak'at after Al-Al-Maghrib. You must not omit
them, regardless of being on a journey or while at home.’®

7 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Saldt CH 84 H 8
8 Al-Kafi V 3 - 439 1o 37 ¢(dedldl - L) 81 H 2
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Merits of Combining Salat:
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(Amir Al-Momineen@%*) said: ‘The gathering between the two (compulsory) Salats increases
in the sustenance (An Extract).’
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‘There has separated from me what was in my hands (belongings) and there have separated
my business associates from me. So, | complained of that to Abu Muhammad ", and he2%s
said to me: ‘Gather between the two Salats, Al-Al-Zohr and Al-Al-Asr. You shall see what you

love’.10

The Time of Al-Zohr and Al-Asr Salat
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‘We used to estimate the sun at Al-Medina with the (shadow being of a) cubit. So Abu
Abdullah@%s said: ‘I"**"* shall notify you with (something) more clear than this. When the sun
(starts to) decline, so the time for Al-Al-Zohr has entered, unless in front of it is an Optional
(Salat); and that is up to you, if you so desire to, you prolong, and if you so desire to, you

shorten’.

) o Al pplals 22 Allis o3 AP 5 0 Bt )8 B G 03 DI 12 Gl e o e B b G s B M 55

LD e 65 G SEb O] 5 Bl 3 BT (e Bl i UG

9 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 73 - The book of Etiquettes - Ch 60 H 1 and also Bihar Al-Anwaar V 73 - The book of
Etiquettes - Ch 60 H 2
10 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH9 H 6
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—Similartoit, and initis: ‘It is up to you. And if you would like to lighten your Optional (Salat),
so (it is) when you are free from your Optional (Salat), and if you prolong it, so it is when you
are free from your Optional (Salat)’ (i.e.,) the time for Al-Zohr’ .}
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@¥s having said: “‘When the sun (starts to) decline,
so the time for the two Saldts has entered, unless this is before this’.
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— Similar to it, and in it is, ‘The time for Al-Al-Zohr and Al-Al-Asr enters together, and

additionally, you would be in the time from both of these together, until the sun disappears
(sets)’.1?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%s, said, ‘l asked him, ‘A person and | were present,
so he said, ‘Sometimes | enter the Masjid and some of our companions are praying Salat Al-
Al-Asr, and some of them are praying Salat Al-Al-Zohr’. So he®"s said: ‘I°*"s ordered them
with that. If they had prayed Salat upon one timing, they would have been recognised, and

they would have been seized by their necks’.13

11 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH5 H 4
12 Al-Kafi V 3 —The Book of Salat CH5 H 5
13 Al-Kafi V 3 —The Book of Salat CH5 H 6
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‘He®%s said to me: ‘Do you know why a cubit (an arms length!4) and two cubits have been
made to be?’ | said, ‘Why?’ He®"* said: ‘In place of the Obligatory (Salat). It is for you that
you can pray Optional (Salats) from the (start of the) decline of the sun up to it (the shadow)
reaching one cubit. So when it (shadow) reaches to one cubit, begin with the Obligatory
(Salat) and leave the Optional (Salat)’.®

Additional Ahadith on Salat time are included in Appendix.

The gathering of the two Salats
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah*2"" prayed Salat with
the people, Al-Zohr and Al-Asr when the sun (started its) decline, in a Jam’at, from without a
reason; and he®"% prayed with them Al-Al-Maghrib and Al-Al-Isha the last before the fall of
the twilight, from without a reason, in a Jam’at. And rather, Rasool-Allah=2"" did it in order
to expand the timing upon his®*¥ community’.1®
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1 From elbow to the middle figure (about 19 inches)
15 Al Kafi V 3 —The Book of Salat CH 11 H 1
16 Al-Kafi V 3 —The Book of Salat CH9 H 1
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‘| attended Al-Al-Maghrib Saldat on a rainy night in the Masjid of Rasool-Allah™®%, So, when it
was near to the twilight, there was a call (Azan) and the Salat was established. So they prayed
Al-Maghrib. Then the people were respited until they had prayed two Rak’at of Salat (after
Al-Maghrib Salat). Then the caller stood up in his place in the Masjid, and established the
Salat (call for prayer). So, they prayed Al-Isha. Then the people dispersed to go to their houses.
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So, | asked Abu Abdullah@%s about that. So he®** said: ‘Yes. Rasool-Allah*®"* had performed
(like) this’.2’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘It was so that whenever Rasool-
Allah™®W was in a journey, or due to a reason of a need, would gather together Al-Zohr and
Al-Asr (Salat), and between Al-Maghrib and Al-Isha (Salat).
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And he®"* said: ‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘There is no problem with
hastening the last Al-Isha (Salat) during the journey before the disappearing of the twilight
(redness)’.'®
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‘I and a number of our companions were in a group; among them was Muyassar in what is
between Makkah and Al-Medina. So, we rode and we were in doubt regarding the midday.
So, some of us said to the others, ‘Walk a little with us until we are certain of the midday,
then we should pray’. So, we did, and we had not walked except for a little until there
presented to us the caravan of Abu Abdullah®%s, So | said, ‘The caravan has come’. So, | saw
Muhammad Bin Ismail, and | said to him, ‘Have you prayed Salat?’ So he said to me, ‘My

17 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH9 H 2
18 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 76 H 3
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grandfather®"s instructed us, so we prayed Al-Al-Zohr and Al-Al-Asr together, then we rode’.
So | went over to my companions and let them know of that’.1®
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‘Amro Bin Hureys asked Abu Abdullah@%* and | was seated, so he said to him@%s, ‘May | be
sacrificed for you®"s! Inform me about the Salat of Rasool-Allah®"¥, So he®"s said: ‘The
Prophet*®"W used to pray eight Rak’at at midday, and four of the first (Al-Al-Zohr) and eight
(Rak’at) after it, and four (Rak’at) of Al-Al-Asr, and three (Rak’at of Al-Maghrib), and four
(Rak’at) after Al-Al-Maghrib, and Al-Al-Isha the last being four (Rak’at), and eight (Rak’at) at
night, and three (Rak’at) of Al-Witr, and two (Rak’at) of Al-Fajr, and the morning Salat as two
Rak’at’.

CEEN g Je e 30 5V W e 5 e g0 s e BT e (gl E8 Y s d el BB

I said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you™"s! And if | was strong enough upon more than this, would
Allah-#" Punish me upon the more Saldts?’ So he®"* said: ‘No, but He*** would Punish upon
neglecting the Sunnah’.?°
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And Zarara had reported that he has heard;

Abi Jafar?®%s said: when sun starts to decline, then time of both Al-Zohr and Al-Al-Asr sets in
and (similarly) when sun disappears, the time for Al-Al-Maghrib and Al-Al-Isha sets in and the
Rasool Allah™@"W combined the Al-Zohr and Al-Al-Asr Salat in ‘Arafah with one Azan and two
agamahs, and He™ W combined Al-Maghrib and Al-Isha with one Azan and two Agamahs.?!
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And Abd Allah Ibn Sanan has narrated that he has heard it from;

19 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Saldt CH 76 H 4
20 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book Of SalGt CH 84 H 5
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Al-Sadig-asws that Rasool Allah®"¥ joined the Al-Zohr and Al-Asr Salats with one Azan and
two Agamahs, and he*®"" joined the Al-Maghrib and Al-Isha Salats without (conditions) of
travel, without any (other) reasons, with one Azan and two Agamahs.??
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The two prayers and it was said that the Rasool Allah*®"¥ combined noon and afternoon then

sunset and darkness without travel or illness and it came that every prayer has two times first
and last, (An extract)®?
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APPENDIX
Salat Timings

The timing of Al-Al-Zohr and Al-Al-Asr
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‘I said to Abu Abdullah@%s, ‘Umar Bin Hanzala came over to us from you?"* with the timing’.
So Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘Then, he would not have lied upon us®"“*. | said, ‘He mentioned
that you"* said that the first Salat Allah®*"i Necessitated upon His*"i Prophets®"% was Al-
Al-Zohr, and these are the Words of Allah?*¥/ Mighty and Majestic [17:78] Establish the
Prayer from the declining of the sun. So, when the sun (starts to) decline, then nothing
prevents you except for your Optional (Salat). Then you do not cease to be in the timing up
to the upright shadow (same length as the upright object), and it is the end of the time. So
when the shadow becomes upright, the time of Al-Al-Asr enters, and you do not cease to be
in the time of Al-Al-Asr until the shadow comes to be of two upright statures (in length), and
that is the evening’. So, he®%s said: ‘He spoke the truth’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®*"s having said: ‘When the sun (starts to) decline

the time of Al-Al-Zohr enters except if there is Optional (Salat) in front of it, and that is up to

you. If you so desire to, prolong, and if you so desire to, shorten’.?>

A5 e B e s st e W J6 (L e ) 08 f 20 sy 2 08 R 0 et o (e 2 el 0 i U 2

% < ook

f)i;Jé(?;j\écié’a_z;g\éﬁt&;@gﬂ@wéﬁ&iyi@@f;mg;mi;:,f5&@&3;};:\;51&:\35;}&5;5&5;3&“\533;\;’,.,,MJ‘%u

Cal N Tl e e 5 4 a5 K B Ll s ol B U5 5 A e s T 5

24 Al-Kafi V3 —The Book of Salat CH5 H 1
25 Al-Kafi V 3 —The Book of Salat CH5 H 2
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@"%s, said, ‘| asked him™¥s about what has come in
the Hadeeth that Al-Al-Zohr would be prayed when the sun was one upright (in length of
shadow) and two, and one cubit and two, and one step and two, from this and from there. So
when is this? And how is this, and the shadow happens to be, at certain times, half a step?’
He % said: ‘But rather, the shadow is referred to as one shadow upright and is not said as
‘uprightness of the shadow’, and that is (because) one shadow upright differs sometimes as
more, and sometimes as less, and the upright (object) would be of one uprightness (size) for
ever, not being different’.
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Then he®"s said: ‘One cubit and two cubits, and one foot and two feet. So the one cubit and
two cubits came to be an explanation of the one foot and two feet during the time in which
the upright shadow happens to be of one cubit, and the shadow of the two uprights statures
being of two cubits. Thus, the shadow of the upright stature and two upright statures, and
one cubit and two cubits happen to be co-incidental during every time, both recognised, one
of them being interpreted by the other, being supported by it. So when it was the time
wherein the shadow of the stature happens to be of one cubit, it would be the time of one
cubit from the shadow of the upright stature, and the upright cubit would be from the
shadow. So when the upright shadow is less or more, it would be the time limited by the cubit
and the two cubits.
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So, this is the interpretation of the upright stature and the two upright statures, and the one
cubit and the two cubits’.?®

The time for Al Al-Maghrib and the last Al-Isha (Salats)
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26 Al-Kafi V 3 —The Book of Salat CH5 H 7
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s, said, ‘| heard him2s¥s saying: ‘The time for Al-
Al-Maghrib is when the redness goes away from the east. And do you know how that is?’ |
said, ‘No’. He™®"s said: ‘Because the east overlooks upon the west like this’, and he®*"* raised
his@¥s right hand above his®"Ys |eft, ‘So when (the sun) disappears from over here, the
redness goes away from over there’.?’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®%s having said: ‘When the redness disappears from
this side, meaning from the east, so the sun has set from the east of the earth and its west’.%®
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‘Abu Abdullah?%s said ‘Allah3" Created a veil of darkness from what follows the east and
Allocated an Angel with it. So, when the sun sets, that Angel scoops out a scoop with his hand,
then faces the west with it followed by the twilight and takes it out from his hand, little by
little, and he goes (on doing that). So the Al-Maghrib is complete during the falling of the sun.
So the darkness is released (into the darkness). Then he returns to the east. So when the dawn
emerges, he spreads his wings, so the darkness urges on from the east to the west until the

west is completed with it during the emergence of the sun’.?°
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27 Al-Kafi V 3 —The Book of Salat CH6 H 1
28 Al-Kafi V 3 —The Book of Salat CH6 H 2
29 Al-Kafi V3 —The Book of Salat CH6 H 3
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The time of the falling of the disc
(setting of the sun), and Obligation of the breaking of the Fast is that you stand parallel to the
Qiblah, and the redness which raised from the east is lost. So when it exceeds the top of the
head to the western area, so the breaking of the Fast is Obligated and the disc has fallen (the
sun has set)’.3°
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‘Abu Ja’far®%s said: ‘The time for Al-Maghrib is when the disc disappears (the sun sets). So
when you see it (the sun) after that, and you have already prayed Salat, so repeat the Salat,
and continue your Fast, and refrain from the food, if you have taken something from it’.3!

e 81 I J6 Gy, e G6T dllie o3 508 &) (O ade ) B0 QY S DB R 3 B 02 (38 0 e 8 AUE 0E Gl 13 L0
RaE 5 A AT R« dn 15 08 (g ade &1 Lo ) A1 0525 ST Sl G 1) D &35 06 S8 e a&s Y Ty (3l e )

i B sl G A 55 5 i e ) BAR g G il 855 06 5 B0 JUE s G 5

‘| said to Abu Abdullah@"Ys that Umar Bin Hanzala came over to us from you?"s with the
timings (of Salat). So Abu Abdullah®"s said: “Then he would not have lied upon us®"“*. | said,
‘He said the timing for Al-Al-Maghrib is when the disc disappears (the sun sets) except that
Rasool-Allah=®¥ when the journey was tiring upon him=®"¥ delayed Al-Al-Maghrib and
gathered between it and Al-Al-Isha’. So he " said: ‘He spoke the truth’. And he™®"Ys said: ‘The
time for Al-Al-Isha is when the redness disappears to a third of the night, and the time for Al-
Fajr is when it (the darkness) clears and there is brightness’.3?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s, said, ‘I heard him™¥s saying: ‘The time for Al-

Al-Maghrib is when the sun sets, so its disc disappears’.33

30 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH6 H 4
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33 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH6 H 7
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah™@"s about the time for Al-Al-Maghrib. So he®"* said: ‘Jibraeel™® came
over to the Prophet™®W with two timings for every Salat except for Al-Al-Maghrib Salat, for
its time is one, and its timing is its Obligatory’.3*
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‘Abu Ja’far?®"s said: ‘For every Saldt are two timings apart from Al-Al-Maghrib. So it’s time is
one, and its time is its Obligatory time, and the time for its expiry is the falling of the redness
(from sight)’.
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And it is reported as well that for it are two timings, the last of its timing being the falling of
the redness (from sight)’.
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And this is not from what opposes the first Hadeeth. For it is one timing, because the twilight,
itis the redness, and there is not between the setting of the sun and the setting of the redness
except for a small thing, and that is that a sign of the setting of the sun is when the redness
reaches overhead, and there is not between the reaching of the redness overhead and its
disappearance except for a measurement of what the human being would pray the Al-
Maghrib Salat and its Optional, when he prays it upon unhurriedness and tranquillity, and |
have surveyed it many a time, and it is due to that, then time for Al-Al-Maghrib is narrow’.
(P.S. —This is not part of the Hadeeth and looks like a comment to me, probably from Kulayni
himself).3*
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34 Al-Kafi V 3 —The Book of Salat CH6 H 8
35> Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH6 H 9

Page 17 of 19




‘Combining the two compulsory Salat (Zohr & Asr — Maghrib & Isha) www.hubeali.com

‘Ali Bin Asbaat asked Abu Al-Hassan?"* and we were listening, ‘Is the twilight the redness or
the whiteness?’ So he®"s said: ‘The redness. If it was the whiteness, it would have been up
to the third of the night’.36
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah@"Ys, “When is the darkness (Al-Al-Isha Salat) Obligated?’ He®"s the
twilight disappears, and the twilight is the redness’. So Ubeydullah said objecting, ‘May Allah
azwj Keep you @™ welll Intense brightness tends to remain after the departure of the redness’.
So Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘The twilight, rather it is the redness, and the brightness is not from
the twilight’.3’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?%s having said: ‘When the sun sets, the time for
the two Saldats (Al-Al-Maghrib and Al-Al-Isha) enters, unless this is before this’.3®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?¥s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®"" said: ‘Had it not been
grievous upon my ¥ community, I*"¥ would have delayed Al-Al-Isha (Salat) up to a third of
the night’.
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And it is reported as well (that he "% said): ‘Up to half the night’.3°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?s¥s having said: ‘The time for Al-Al-Maghrib during
the journey is up to a quarter of the night’.%°
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‘I wrote to him@%s, ‘A man happens to be in the house the walls of which prevent him from
looking at the redness of Al-Al-Maghrib and recognising the disappearance of the twilight,
and the time for Salat of Al-Al-Isha the last (Salat). When should he pray it, and how should
he deal with it?” So he®%s signed: ‘He should pray it when it was upon these descriptions
during the abundance of the stars (being visible); and Al-Al-Maghrib is during its clashing, and
whiteness of the disappearance of the sun, a few stars, up to its clarity’.*!
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‘I wrote to Al-Reza™*", ‘Our companions are mentioning that when the sun (starts to) decline,
so the time for Al-Al-Zohr and Al-Al-Asr has entered, and when it sets, so the time for Al-Al-
Maghrib and Al-Al-Isha the last has entered, until this is before this during the journey as well
as the staying, and that the time for Al-Al-Maghrib is up to a quarter of the night’. So heaWs
wrote: ‘The timing is like that apart from that the time for Al-Al-Maghrib is narrow, and the
end of its time is the departure of the redness and its becoming to the whiteness in the

western horizon’.*2
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