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In the Name of Allah?* the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®" Lord?™ of the Worlds, and
Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad**"¥ and his*®*" Purified Progeny®"¢, and greetings with abundant
greetings.
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‘Fame Seeker is condemned
and so is the defamed’

Some Ahadith are presenting which vigorously condemn the seeker of the fame, even for the
good causes and one should neither be defamed nor participate in defaming others.
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Abu Abdullah*s said: ‘The fame (seeker), the good of it and the evil of it, are in the Fire’.?
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(Rasool Allah*®¥ said:) O Abu Zarr™! Evilest of the people in status in the Presence of
Allah-#% on the Day of Qiyamah is a scholar not benefitted with his knowledge, and one who
seeks knowledge in order to turn faces of the people by it towards him (seeking fame) will not
feel the breeze of Paradise. (An extract).?
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1 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Outfits and the Beautification and the Magnanimity Ch 3 H 3
2 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 74 - The book ‘Al-Rawza’ - Ch 4 H 3
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‘Abu Abdullah"s said: ‘From the worship is the intense fear from Allah?? Mighty and
Majestic. Allah®" is Saying [35:28] but rather it is those of His servants only who have
knowledge who fear Allah. And He#", Majestic is His®*" Praise, Said [5:44] therefore fear
not the people and fear Me. And the Blessed and High Said [65:2] and whoever is fearful of
Allah, He will make for him an outlet’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘Love for fame and to be mentioned
(popularity/dominance) will not exist in the heart of the one who is fearful (of Allah-22W)’ 3
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So he®%s (Abu Abdullah@%*) said: ‘'O Hammam! The Momin, he is the smart, the intelligent.
His happiness is in his face and his grief is in his heart; the expansive thing being the chest and
the humble thing being the self; restraining from everything and exhorting upon everything
good; neither being spiteful, nor envious, nor leaping (quick to argue), nor abusive, nor a fault-
finder, nor slanderous. He dislikes the elevation (status), and inimical to be heard of (fame),
lengthy of grief, far from worrying, frequent of the silence, dignity, remembrance,
gratefulness; being gloomy due to his thoughts and joyful due to his poverty, of the easygoing
nature, soft flexibility, strong of loyalty, little hurtfulness, neither being a liar nor immoral.*
(An extract)
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Abu Abdullah®"Ys said: “Two ferocious wolves among sheep who have separated from their
shepherd, one being among its front ones and one being among its back ones, are not more
damaging among them than the love of the world and the fame would be regarding the
Religion of the Muslim’.>

3 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH33 H 7
4 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH99 H 1
5 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 126 H 10
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In a lengthy Hadith Rasool Allah™®"W said:

The one who seeks fame (show-off), Allah?** makes him to be named as a liar, and the one
who loves the world will be frustrated from it. And the one who recognises the affliction
would be patient against it, and the one who does not recognised it will be tortured (during
it). And the doubt is disbelief, and the one who is arrogant, Allah-#" Puts him in his place. And
the one who obeys Satan™ disobeys Allah®", and the one who disobeys Allah-#*"i is Punished
by Allah?"i, The one who is thankful, Allah? Increases for him, the one who is patient upon
a loss is Helped by Allah®%, The one who places reliance upon Allah?¥, Allah-2?¥ suffices for
him.® (An extract)

Neither be Defamed nor plot to defame others:
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‘I was present with Abu Abdullah*%s and a man said to him**¢, ‘May Allah? Keep you 5"
well! | remember that Ali®%s Bin Abu Talib®*"* used to wear the coarse (clothing). He ®%* was
wearing the shirt of four Dirhams and what resembled that, and we see upon you " the new
clothing’.

’j;;g;s}ij’.é.::;63,’3\3)433;{&;ﬁjgﬁl@jﬁ:ﬁ’ggu}@é@:s&lk:)@((M\W)%\L%j&jZA:O:)L{JJLZ.;
) B S 5 (el e ) e S Gl 361 (Ll e ) o2 AT L6 BT 2 T 20 05 8
.((M\A:Lc

So, he™®"s said to him: ‘Ali"#%s Bin Abu Talib®*"* was wearing that during the time period that
it would not be denied upon him?%s, and if he®%* were to wear the likes of that today, he@s%s
would be defamed by it. So, the best clothing of every time period is the clothing worn by
people (during that time), apart from that, our®%s Qaim?%“s of the People®%“ of the

® Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14487
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Household, when he®"s rises, would wear the clothing of Ali®*s, and he®"s would live by the
way of Ali@sws 7
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‘Abu Abdullah@*"s said to me: ‘The one who reports upon a Momin with a report intending to
defame him with it and demolish his personality to drop him from the eyes of the people,
Allah2% would Exit him from His*% Wilayah to the wilayah of the Satan™, but the Satan™@
will not accept him’ 2
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Muhammad Bin Yahya, form Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Ismail, from Abu Ismail Al Sarraj,
from Ibn Muskan, from a man, from;

Abu Abdullah@"Ys having said: ‘It is sufficient disgrace for the man that he wears clothes by
which he is defamed, or rides an animal which defames him’.?
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Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Sinan, from Abu Al-Jaroud, from
Abu Saeed, from;

Al-Husayn"s said: ‘The one who wears clothes which defame him, Allah*** would Clothe
him on the Day of Judgement in a garment from the Fire’.%0

7 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 106 H 4

8 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 149 H 1

9 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Outfits and the Beautification and the Magnanimity Ch 3 H 2
10 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Outfits and the Beautification and the Magnanimity Ch 3 H 4
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