Fitna (Strife) in the Land www.hubeali.com
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In the Name of Allah-22¥ the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah22" Lord-
azw of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad-2"" and hiss2" Purified
Progeny?#s"s and greetings with abundant greetings.
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‘Fitna’ (Strife) in the Land

Summary:

The political wrangling, persistence of pressure groups and provocation of religious leaders,
leads to unrest and demonstrations. Believers are tempted to get involved with the hope that
their situation is going to improve, but the results inevitably lead to disappointment. It is
difficult to remain aloof as there are endless local or international disturbances taking place
which are further compounded by biased media coverage and ‘fake news’. Hence, Momineen
are called to join in debates and processions to register their views, for example, by holding
banners and placards or participating in long ‘sit-ins’ outside the premises of an authority.
Once involved, emotions take over and we come out in large numbers to such a call. These
mostly remain peaceful but may turn ugly, with pushing and shoving, and even resulting in
the arrests of out-of-control participants. The long-term campaigns run underground and
persistently incite and brainwash believers, driving them to take-up arms which may ruin their
entire lives and to a point of no return.

A Momin has to judge these calls very carefully and save himself/herself from being carried
away by the social disturbances which die down after a while, before they regret their
involvement. In Islam, it is termed as ‘Fitna’ and its initiators as ‘people of Fitna’! We have
been cautioned to stay away from such involvements — as Ahadith say: during the Grand
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Occultation? ‘all flags raised prior to the reappearance of the 12" Imam@f will be that of
Tyrants.

0% s3toh o 31 & A G oo Too- P N W PR | P o (8 o~ PR Sad e 2% oo a0
;ué?f?g‘)b}{Juie.\)‘:w\}/’u,c{)@%\bjgw‘gw’yjﬂgwa&%ﬂypw‘yji,«;ypm’f&

U5 5 5 80008 i S el g o3

Abu Abdullah®%s said: ‘Every flag which is raised before the rising of Al-Qaim?"s, so its

owner is a tyrant who worships besides Allah?¥i Mighty and Majestic’.2

Also,
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‘From Abu Ja’far®“s having said: ‘Every flag raised before flag of Al-Qaim®"s, its owner is a

tyrant”.3

Are there any signs for the coming out of the flags of guidance which we are commanded to
follow? Yes, we have been foretold in several Ahadith, see Appendix |.

We come to our topic ‘Fitna’. A person during a sermon, interrupted Amir ul-Momineen2sws
and asked, how to recognise Fitna?
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Alias%s |bn Abi Talib@Ys said: ‘The Fitna, when it comes, it’s suspicious (confuses one), and
when it turns around (retreats), it settle-downs the suspicious being faced (by the people and
doubts are removed), and it’s turning around is recognised (its affliction becomes clearly
visible). The Fitna hovers like the winds hitting a city but missing another (town — as it affects
certain areas more than the others). #

! of Imam-e-Zamana-3fi

2.452 /295 :8 38

3 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 23, The book of Imamate, P 3 Ch 3 H 15

44 Bijhar Al Anwaar —V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H 599
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When Fitna mongers are told not to stir up the Fitna! In response, they say but we are only
correcting and improving the matters, as Allah??¥ Points out to their mischief in the Holy
Quran:
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And when it is said to them, Do not make mischief (Fitna) in the land, they say: But rather,
we are the reconcilers (rather making peace) [2:11] Indeed! They themselves are the
mischief makers, but they are not recognising (it — the Fitna they are creating) [2:12]
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Ameer-ul-Momineen" said: "Allah?*¥ the Almighty will Punish six groups of people: 1-
Arabs for racism, 2- The headmen, or chiefs of a village or town for haughtiness, 3- Rulers for

oppression, 4- Jurisprudents for jealousy, 5- Businessmen for cheating, 6- Villagers for

ignorance."®

Amir ul-Momineen Ali®¥s |bn Abi Talib?"s foretells the severity of the Fitna hitting the
Muslims due to them being far away from the true teaching of Islam:
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And he®%¢ said: ‘There shall come a time upon the people, there will not remain among them,
from the Quran except its ritual, and from Al-Islam except its name. Their Masjids in those
days would be built up of the construction, in ruins of the guidance, and its dwellers and its
religious ones would be the evilest of the people of the earth. The Fitna would come out from
them and to them will the sins shelter.
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They will return the one who turns away from it, to it, and they would usher the one staying
back from it, to it. Allah"®¥ the Glorious Says: “I’**¥ Swear by Myself32¥l |s2wW sha|| Send such
Fitna upon them, it will leave the wise ones to be confused during it!” And He®* will Do so,
and we seek Pardon of Allah?*¥ for the stumbles of neglect’’®
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5 Mishkat ul-Anwar fi Ghurar al-Akhbar, H. 782.
5 Nahj Al Balagah — Saying 369
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‘He@sWs (Amir ul Momineen®"*) said: ‘During the Fitna (discord) be like the young camel,
neither a back for the riding nor an udder to be milked”. ’

Finally, it's impossible to avert being engulfed in one or another form of Fitna, as Amir ul-
Momineen?*¥s says:
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And he®"s said: ‘Not one of you should say, ‘O Allah?*! | seek Refuge with You™?*" from the
Fitnad’, because there isn’t anyone except and he is included in the Fitna, but one who (wants
to) seek Refuge, let him seek Refuge from the dilemmas (problems) of the Fitna, for Allah-2%i
the Glorious Says: And know that rather your wealth and your children are a Fitna (strife),
and that Allah, with Him is a Mighty Recompense [8:28].
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‘And the meaning of that is that He®" Tests His*i servants with the wealth and the children
in order to clarify the one who is dissatisfied with His#" sustenance and the one satisfied
with His? Apportionment, and even though He?" the Glorious is more Knowing with them
than they are themselves, but to Reveal the deeds by which the Rewards and the Punishments
are deserved, because some of them love the male (children) and dislike the females, and
some of them love amassing the wealth and dislike the state of (financial) adversity”’.8

Introduction:

Allah?*¥ does not Like Fitna (strife) and has Commanded to stay away from Fitna and its
people, e.g., in the Holy Quran.
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And fight them until Fitna (strife) does not happen and the Religion, all of it happens to be
for Allah. So, if they desist, then Allah Sees what they are doing [8:39]
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And if they turn back, then know that Allah is your Guardian; the most excellent is the
Guardian and is the most excellent the Helper [8:40]
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7 Nahj Al Balagah — Saying 1
8 Nahj Al Balagah — Saying 93
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Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from lbn Abu Uneyr Bin Azina, from Muhammad Bin Muslim who said:

| said to Abu Ja’far?%s, ‘The Words of Allah??/ Mighty and Majestic: And fight them until

Fitna (strife) does not happen and the Religion, all of it happens to be for Allah
[8:39]'.
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So, he ™Y said: ‘The explanation of this Verse has not come yet. Rasool Allah=®"¥ allowed
them (the non-Muslims) for his*®"" need and the needs of his®®¥ companions. So, if its
explanation had already come, he®W would not have accepted (Jaziya) from them?, but they
would have been fought until they had professed the Tawheed of Allah®" mighty and
Majestic, and until association (Shirk) would not have existed’.*?

How Fitna (Strife) begins

A ke gl el Lot B Sl ke e Gl o (rhes e o o o ole e (b e ) e cais
@3 e ax d pals (BUOT g Vlny Jlny Led iy ol oIS Wb (I putes oS8Ty e eloal i) g8y ey Ul WU Ll 2 s
e Olarid) Syl g clan Oltonsd Olrjod s s ag a1 o dig Sy (V) S 4 als ) OF oy ¢ o

o ) e b e Ul Ly il

Abu Ja’far?®"s narrates that ‘Amir-Al-Momineen ¢ addressed the people: ‘O you people! But
rather, the beginning of the occurrence of the Fitna (Strife) is from the following of the
desires, and rulings which have been innovated (heretic), in which the Speech of Allah#%i s
opposed, in which a man emulates (does Tagleed)! of a man. And if the falsehood was pure,
the one with arguments would not fear it; and if the Truth was pure, there would be no
differing. But, they take a handful of this, and a handful of that, so they mix up the two and
come with these two. So it is over that, the Satan™ enchains his™ friends, those for whom the
goodness has preceded from Allah?¥ attain salvation (21:101)’.12

People get confused during Fitna:
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9 As Rasool Allah™®" reconciled and signed treaties with non-believers and agreed on Jaziya (tax)
10 Al Kafi— H 14691

11 Blind following

12 Al Mahaasin—V 1Bk 5 H 74
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‘Ali=s addressed at Al-Nahrawan. He™®" praised Allah?* and extolled upon Him?#, then
said: ‘O you people! As for after, I°*** have blinded an eye of the Fitna. There does not happen
to be anyone courageous upon it apart from me="s!’
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Another man stood up to him, he said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"s! Narrate to us about the
Fitna’.
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He®"s said: ‘The Fitna, when it comes, it’s suspicious (confuses one), and when it turns
around, it settles the suspicious being faced (so doubt is removed), and it’s turning around is
recognised (its affliction becomes clearly visible). The Fitna hovers like the winds hitting a city
but missing another (town).

Indeed! The scariest of the Fitna upon you in my®"s presence is the Fitna of the clan of
Umayya. It is a blinding Fitna of widespread darkness. Its Fitna is general and its affliction is
particular, and the affliction will hit the one who (remains) insightful during it, and the
affliction would miss the one who is blind (shields) from it.
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The people of its falsehood would prevail over the people of its right until the earth is filled
with our®"s enemies, and injustice, and innovations. Indeed! The first one to place down its
might, and break its pillars, and remove its pegs would be Allah®", Lord?* of the worlds.
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A man stood up and said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®*:! What should we do during that time?’
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He®"s said: ‘Look at the People®*s of the Household of your Prophet**“¥, If they®"* sit back,
then sit back, and if they cry out to you (for help), then help them™"s, you will be
recompensed, and do not precede them®", the afflictions would quicken to you’ (an
extract).B®

13 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H 599
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Imam™?*"*s Forbids a campaign against the tyrant ruler:
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Ahmed ibn Mohammed ibn Isa Alavi, who Haider ibn Mohammed Samar Qandi, who from abu Ummero Al-
Ladshi, who from Hamidia ibn Bashir, who from Mohammed ibn Isa, who from Al-Hussain ibn Khalid who has

narrated the following:

| once asked from Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza"* that | have heard a hadith from Abdullah ibn
Bakir and he gave an interpretation for it but | would like to hear from yourself2“s, The Imam"
asws said: Narrate it to me. | (the narrator) said: Ibn Kaseer says that | have heard it from
Aubaad ibn Zaara that once | was in the service of Imam Jafar-e-Sadig@"" at the time when
Mohammed ibn Abdullah ibn Hassan# had initiated a revolt against the government. At that
time, a person from our companions came and asked from the Imam@*s: ‘May | be sacrificed
for your cause. Mohammed ibn Hassan has risen up against the ruler and people have started
supporting him. What do you say about our involvement? Shall we support him in his
uprising? Imam™"s replied: You should remain inactive until the skies and the earth are

silent.

Abdullah ibn Bakir says about this (Hadith) that since the instructions have been issued to
keep silent until the earth and the skies are quiet and stationary so there will neither be any

establishment of a leader nor there will be a rising (against unjust government). Abu Al-
Hassan Al-Reza™®"* replied: Abu Al-Hassan (Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq®"*) said the truth but

interpretation of ibn Bakir is wrong. Abu Al-Hassan®%* has said: Remain inactive until the

skies and the earth are silent. It means until there is no ‘Call’ from the skies and until the

cracks opens up the earth.?®

Affairs of Shias During the Occultation:
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14 Mohammed ibn Abdullah Mohsin ibn Hassan Mussanna ibn al-Hassan%s ibn Ali**"s ibn Abi Talib?%s,
15 Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 52, pg. 189 189 : 4o 52 : z sVl
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from ibn Faddal from Al-Hassan ibn Ali Al-
’Attar from Ja’far ibn Muhammad from Mansur from the person he mentioned who has said:

‘Once | asked Abu Abd Allah@"s, “If | pass the day and night and do not find an Imam™?"s to
follow then what should | do?’

‘The Imam™"* said, ‘Love those whom you love (because of us?"“*) and hate those whom you
hate (due to us?"“*) until Allah?** will Grant him 37 permission to reappear.’®
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Mohammed ibn Hammam, who from Jafar ibn Mohammed ibn Malaik, who from Mohammed ibn Ahmed ibn
Isbaat, who from some of their companions have narrated the following:

Abu Abdullah@¥s said (during the uprising — Fitna): ‘You should keep your mouths closed and
stay in your homes, since from this (uprising) neither you are going to be affected forever nor
general public, nor Zaidia would continue to become your shield (by uprising against the
governments).t’

The knowledge and the Guidance will never cease to exist:
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Ali ibn Muhammad has narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from ibn Mahbub from abu ‘Usamah from Hisham and
Muhammad ibn Yahya from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from ibn Mahbub from Hisham ibn Salim from Abu Hamza
from Abu Ishag who has said the following:

‘Reliable men of the companions of Amir-ul-Momineen?"s have said that they heard Amir-
ul-Momineen"* say in one of his®%s sermons:

‘Our Allah®W, |3%s know that knowledge will not be erased and its sources will not
discontinue altogether and You?* will not leave Your?% Earth without a leader with Your
azwi Authority over Your?W creatures. The one®Ys who lives among the people well-known
(to them) but is (mostly) disobeyed or is suppressed and lives in solitude so that proofs of

16343:&12Cém|,H.28
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Your?2 Authority are not invalidated and Your??" friends are not misled after You*"i have
Granted them the guidance.

Where, in fact, are they (friends of Allah®*"/) and how many are they? They are very few, but
are of great respect before Allah®*i, They follow the Imam2* (leader) of religion. (They
follow) the guiding Imam™“s (leader), establish in themselves the recognition of
A’immah3%s18 gand emulate their®“s way of life. In such conditions knowledge will lead them
to the true belief and their souls then accept the call of the leaders of the knowledge. Those
statements of the Imam™@*s that are difficult to understand for others are soft and easy for
them to understand. They feel comfortable with what is frightening to those who reject (the
Just) and the transgressors who have disregarded them.

They are the followers of the Scholars®"Ys. They only accompany the worldly people in
obedience to Allah?™ and His?% friends. They maintain privacy to be part of their religion
out of fear from their enemies. Thus, their souls cling to the high position (of the realm of
existence). Their knowledgeable ones and followers (of Imams™@) live quietly and silently,
under the rule of the government of falsehood, waiting for the government of the Just. Allah"
azwj will soon Establish Just with His#" Words and Abolish the falsehood. Our Allah#"il how
fortunate itis for them due to their patience in the matters of their religion in their peacetime!
How strong is the desire to see them in the time of the dominance of their government!

Allah-#% will soon Bring us together with them in the Gardens of Eden along with those of
their parents, children and spouse who had been performing good deeds.*®

How to cope the stress of tyrant rulers
A 0 58 5 B ek G0 S Y B8 5 0 ¥ B 0 2T o2 S 0L o 0l Gy il g

(Imam Ja’far®“s said): O Sufyan! When a matter from the ruler or someone else grieves you,
be frequent from the words: “.&, ¥ & ¥ 3 J3= ¥ ‘There is neither might nor strength except

with Allah?2%’, for it is a key of happiness, and a treasure from the treasures of Paradise”
(an extract).?®
Also,
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Rasool Allah™=®"" said: Beware and do not waste your time swearing at the rulers. Return to

Allah?™ in Repentance so that Allah®"/ Changes the state of the rulers' hearts and makes

them be kind to you (an extract)."?!

In a Hadith-e-Qudsi, Allah=2

18 The 12 Infallible Imams3s"s
19336: 0 1:z 38, H. 3

20 Bjhar Al-Anwaar, vol. 75

21 Mishkat ul-Anwar fi Ghurar al-Akhbar, H. 402.
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In Rauzat al-Vaezeen, it is quoted that Rasool Allah*™¥ narrated that Allah®?¥ said: "l am
Allah?™i and there is no one else but Me?™ to worship. 1°** have Created the rulers and

have full control over their hearts. 122" shall Make them merciful with whoever obeys Me22%,

and Make them angry at whoever disobeys Me?™¥i. Beware not to waste your time swearing

at the rulers. Turn to Me??Vi in repentance so 1" may Make their hearts kind toward you."?2

Don’t be a spectator when you cannot assist your brethren:
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And by this chain, from Ja’far?"s, from his?"s father?"s having said: ‘Not one of you should
be present with a man whom the tyrannous ruler strikes him by injustice and aggression,
either heis killed or oppressed, when he (you) does not help him, because help of the Momin
upon the Momin is a necessity, an Obligation when he is present, and the well-being is more

extensive for as long as the apparent argument?? is not necessitated (upon) you’.?

How to Avoid Fitna:
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Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza@"s has reported that Amir Al-Momineen?*s was saying: ‘Blessed is he
who is sincere to Allah?¥i in the worship and the supplication, and does not distract his heart
with what his eyes see, and the does not forget the Remembrance of Allah* with what his
ears hear, and whose chest does not grieve for what is Granted to others’.?>

In another Hadith;
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22 Mishkat ul-Anwar fi Ghurar al-Akhbar, H. 538.
2 He is either wrong or not deserving of your support
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25 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 11 H 3
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‘The Prophet*®"" said to Amaar (on how to avoid being engulfed into Fitna): ‘It will be so that
there would happen to be flaws (break-ups) from after me™=2"%, to the extent that the swords
would differ regarding what is between them, and to the extent some of them kill the others,
and to the extent some of them would disavow from the others. So when you see that, then
upon you is to be with this short-haired one on mys@¥" right, Ali®"s Bin Abu Talib?sVs,
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So even if the people, all of them were to travel in a valet, and Ali®"s travels (a different)
valley, travel the valley of Ali*"* and stay away from the people. O Amaar! Ali*** would
return you to Guidance and will not point you upon annihilation. O Amaar! Obedience to Ali-
asws js obedience to me™?%, and obedience to me*®"" is being obedient to Allah-22%"" 26

Advice on Averting the Fitna
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Amir ul-Momineen Ali"®"s lbn Abi Talib**s said ‘O you people! Split the waves of Fitna with
the ships of salvation, and turn away from the paths of dissension, and put down the crowns
of glory! He has succeeded, the one who gets up with wings, or he submits, so he rests. This
water (of the caliphate) is turbid, and it’s morsel chokes the one who eats it, and the one who
plucks the tree at other than the time of its maturity is like the farmer at somebody else’s
land.?’

Fitna propellers among people:

From a speech of his@%s (Amir ul-Momineen Ali®"* [bn Abi Talib?*"*) said in describing the
one who sits for the judging between the community, and he isn’t rightful with it, and in it,
the most hateful to Allah®™i are two types (of people)

The first type
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‘Surely the most hateful of the people to Allah?"i the Exalted are two (types of) men —a man
whom Allah#2% Allocates him to himself. He deviates from the purpose of the way. He loves
to speak innovations and call to the straying. Thus, he is a Fitna for the one who is tempted
by him. He strays away from the guidance by the ones who were before him, straying the one

26 Taweel Al Ayaat Al Zaahira—P 192 H 4
27 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 5
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who take his lead during his lifetime and after his death. He is a carrier of sins of others,
pledged with his own sins.

The second type
3;,‘;]3@1;&?;5\3@3?;6&13;3&9_2;\;@v;ﬁjwj;}?gf&gii?‘J%gég%i@é;&éﬁéjé

And a man who has collected ignorance. He is quick among the ignoramuses of the
community, turning in the darkness of the Fitna, blind to the advantages of peace and
reconciliation. Those resembling the people have named him as a scholar, and he isn’t it.

b et Ll Lol 0 G s o 8 5 81 [581] 5 T sl e 5 05 35 BTG B U 8 0 K26 K
o L

He goes out early morning amassing a lot, the little from it would have been better than what
is more, until when has saturated from the polluted waters and acquired meaningless things,
he sits between the people as a judge responsible for solving what is confusing upon others.
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If one of the ambiguous problems befall with him, he prepares for it an additional useless
argument from his opinion, then he cuts (judges) by it. Thus, he gets entangled in the
confusing doubts in an example of the spider’s web. He does not know whether he is correct
or has erred. If he is correct, he fears that he might has erred, and if he has erred, he hopes
that he would be correct.
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He is an ignoramus wandering in the in the ignorance’s of life riding without guidance. He
does not bite upon the knowledge with cutting incisors. He scatters the reports the (like) the
winds scattering leaves.
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By Allah-#%il He is neither capable of resolving what is referred to him, nor is he rightful of
what position has been assigned to him, nor does he recking the knowledge regarding
anything from what he has denied, nor does he view that there beyond his reach there is a
doctrine reached by others.

Eolsall e fa8 51610 0S8 3 1e B8 55 5 e gl W 60 2Tl (BT
And if a matter is obscure to him, he conceals it due to what he knows of his own ignorance.

The bloods (lost lives) are crying out due to the tyranny of his judgments, and the inheritances
(misappropriated) are grumbling from him.
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I#sws complain to Allah??¥ of the people living in ignorance and a dying in straying. There is
no commodity more ruinous among them than the Book when it is recited as it is right of
reciting it, and there is no commodity more expensive to sell nor of a higher price than the
Book when (it’s Verses) are altered from its place, nor is there anything eviler than the act of
kindness, nor anything more recognised than the evil’.?

Disciplining the poor
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(Amir ul-Momineen Ali®"s |bn Abi Talib?%* said) As for after, the Command descends from
the sky to the earth like the drops of rain, to every person with what has been Apportioned
for it or reduction. If one of you were to see his brother having abundance regarding the
family, or wealth, or persons, it should not be a Fitna for him, for the Muslim person, for as
long as the lowliness does not overwhelm him apparently, he should be humble to it when
reminded, the lowly people would be emboldened by it, would be like that affluent gambler
who awaits the first success from his cup (roll of dice) to pull the riches to him and the
creditors would be raised away from him.
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And like that is the Muslim person, the one disavowed from the betrayal, he awaits from
Allah?? one of the two good things — either the caller of Allah®%, so whatever is with
Allah#Wi is better for him, or sustenance of Allah-#% (in this world).
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So, when is with family and wealth, and with him is his religion and his respect, and surely the
wealth and the sons are a cultivation of the world, while the righteous deeds are a cultivation
of the Hereafter, and Allah#%¥i the Exalted has Gathered both for a people.
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Therefore, be caution from Allah?*¥ of what He®*¥ has Cautioned you all from Himself-3W
and fear Him??" with a fear which isn’t with an excuse, and work without showing off and
not to be heard (reputation), for the one who works for other than Allah-?", Allah?" will
Allocate him to the one he had worked for.

28 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 17
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We ask Allah 32V for the status of the martyrs, and living of the fortunate ones, and friendship
of the Prophets™? (An extract).?®

Additional sayings of Amir ul-Momineen-asws on the topic of Fitna are included in the
Appendix .

Appendix I: Signs for the coming out of the flags of guidance
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The twenty-sixth is regarding his®f coming and his®" flags — and by his chain from Sowban
having said, ‘Rasool-Allah**"* said: “‘When you see the black flags to be coming from Khurasan,
then go to these, and even if (you have to) crawl upon the snow, for among these is the caliph
of Allah??, Al-Mahdi=f" 30
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The twenty-ninth is regarding his®% coming from the easterly direction —and by his chain from
Abdullah who said, ‘While we were in the presence of Rasool-Allah=**¥ when youths from the
clan of Hashim™ came. When the Prophet*®“* saw them, his***¥ eyes filled up and his=¥
complexion changed. They said, ‘O Rasool-Allah****! We are not seeing in your*““ eyes
something we dislike!’
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He2"W said: ‘We*"s, People"s of the Household, Allah®* has Chosen the Hereafter to be for
us™*s gver the world, and that People®** of my**** Household will be facing afflictions after
me=™" and displacements and expulsions until a people come from the easterly direction
and with them would be black flags.
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They will ask for the right but will not be given it, so they would fight and be victorious, and
they would be given what ask for. But they will not accept until they hand it to a man from
the People®*s of my*** Household. He®f shall fill it (earth) with fairness just as it would have

2% Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 23
30 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 51 The book of History — Imam Al Mahdi®*, Ch 6 H37 / 26
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been filled with tyranny. The one from you who comes across that, let him go to them, and
even if he has to crawl upon the snow” .3
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The thirty-second is regarding his®f caliphate — and by his chain from Sowban who said,
‘Rasool-Allah*¥ said: ‘Three would be killed with your treasure, each of them being a son of
a caliph. Then it will not come to any one of them. Then the black flags would come and kill
them with a killing, no people have been killed as such. Then the caliph of Allah=?V Al-Mahdi-
afi shall come. When you hear of him?%, then go to him#% and pledge allegiance to him37, for
he?f caliph of Allah=?, Al-Mahdi=f" 32
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The thirty-third is regarding his=*** words: ‘When you hear of Al-Mahdi®f, then go to him?,
pledge allegiance to him?% — and by his chain from Sowban who said, ‘Rasool-Allah*"* said:
‘The black flags will come from the easterly direction. It is as if their hearts are sheets of iron.
Then who hears of them, let him go to them and pledge allegiance to them, and every if they
have to crawl upon the snow”’ .3

Appendix Il: Sermon of Amir-ul-Momineen*"* Warning of ‘Fitna’

The word ‘Fitna’ is the result of one’s acts upon listening to his ‘Nafs’ which is corrupted by
the ‘Waswissa’ of Iblis™, as explained by Amir-ul-Momineen-2s"s,
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Aban from Sulaym Bin Qays, who said, ‘Amir-ul-Momineen?*"* ascended the pulpit, so he@"s
Praised Allah®¥ and Extolled Him?#" and said: ‘O you people! %" am the one who gouged
out the eye of the ‘Fitna’ (strife) and it was not for anyone apart from me2"“s to be able to do
that. And %" say by Allah?", had 1%*¢ not been among you all, you would not have fought
against the people of the Camel (Al-Jamal), nor the people of Siffeen, nor the people of Al-
Nahrwaan. And 17" say by Allah?2", if you had spoken and claimed what Allah?®*¥ has
Decreed upon the tongue of His®% Prophets®" you would have visualised and recognised
the error of those that were killed, and the guidance that we are on.
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31 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 51 The book of History — Imam Al Mahdi¥*, Ch 6 H 37 / 27
32 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 51 The book of History — Imam Al Mahdi-3f, Ch 6 H 37 / 32
3 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 51 The book of History — Imam Al Mahdi-3f, Ch 6 H 37 / 33
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Then he?"s said: ‘Ask me whatsoever that you like before you miss me3s"s, for by Allah2" |-
asws am more aware of the pathways of the sky than 1% am of the roads of the earth. 1#%s
am the ‘Yasoob’ (King) of the believers, and the first of the preceding ones, and the Imam-2s%s
of the pious, and the seal-(ultimate) of the successors, and the inheritor of the Prophets®s, and
the Caliph of the Lord?" of the worlds. I®"s am the examiner of the people on the Day of
Judgement and Allah?"'s (Appointed) Divider of people between the Paradise and the Fire.

And I#% am the Great Truthful (Al-Siddique Al-Akbar), and the great Differentiator (Al-Farouq)
who differentiates between the truth and the falsehood, and with me#s"s is the knowledge of
the deaths, and the afflictions, and the intricacies of the speech. And there is no Verse which
has Descended except that 1*"s know with regards to what was Descended, and where it
Descended, and about whom it was Descended. O you people! It is imminent that you will
miss measws, |-asWs || separate from you all, and 1®"* will soon leave, being assassinated.
What is he waiting for (my killer) to dye it (with my blood) from above it (from head)?’ Meaning
his@"s peard from the blood of his®"s head.
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‘By the One#" Who Split the seed and Formed the person, you will not ask me about a group
which has reached three hundred (in number) nor above it between you all (at present) and
the Establishment of the Hour, except that 1#*¢ will give you the news of its ushers, and its
guides and its callers, and the spoiling of the ground, when it will get spoilt and when it will be
revived after it having been taken by force to the Day of Judgement'.
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So a man stood up and said, ‘O Amir-ul-Momineen?*"*s, inform us about the ‘Fitna’ (afflictions)’.
He#"s said: ‘When a questioner asks so he should understand, and when the questioned one
is asked, he should reply responsibly. There are matters behind you, which will weaken you
and concern you, frightening and difficult afflictions.

By the One?¥ Who Split the seed and Freed the person, if you were to lose me?3s"s, and the
great matters descend upon you and the reality of the afflictions dawn upon you, many of the
guestioners will get frustrated and many of them will be humiliated by trying to find solutions
(to their problems). And that will happen when you will be forced into wars and it will engulf
the entire world, and the world will become a scourge for you all until such time when Allah"
azw will Grant a victory through the ‘) ¥ 48 (Imam e Zaman'@f).
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A man stood up and said, ‘O Amir-ul-Momineen®"s narrated to us about the ‘Fitna’ (strife).
He#"s said: ‘The ‘Fitna’ when it comes, places you in doubt, and when it goes away it becomes
obvious (leaves behind its disastrous effects). And the ‘Fitna’ has waves for it like the waves
of the sea and gusts like the gusts of the wind (hurricane), affecting one country and leaving
another. So look at the people®"s who were the standard bearers on the Day of Badr. Help
them=s"s and you will be helped and rewarded and be excused.?*

Appendix Ill: Additional Ahadith from Nahjul Balagha on Fitna

Some sermons and saying of Amir ul-Momineen®%s on Fitna are presented here

Amir Al-Momineen"* on Fitna of the clan of Umayya
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‘As for after, O you people! %S have blinded an eye of the Fitna, and no one could have been
SO courageous upon it apart from me2%s, after its darkness beating its waves and its madness
was intense.
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So, ask me“s before you lose me %! By the One?? in Whose hand is my2*s soul! You will
not ask me@%s about anything in what is between you and establishment of the Hour, nor
about any group during a hundred and straying a hundred, except 1®** shall inform you with
its caller, and its leader, and its pusher, and the prevailing conditions of its riders, and stations
of its travellers, and who from its people would be killed, and who from them would be dying
a (natural) death.
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And if you were to lose me™®"s and abhorrent matters and distressing events befall with you,
most of the questioners would lower their heads and most of the ones questioned would fail,
and that is when your wars would diminish you, and clothes would be rolled up from a leg
(ready for battle), and the world would be straitened upon you, and along with it the days of
the afflictions would be prolonged upon you until Allah?*" Grants victory to the remainder of
the righteous ones from you.
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34 The Book of Sulaym Bin Qays Al-Hilali, Hadith 17
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Indeed! When the Fitna comes, it is confusing, and when it turns around, it awakens (the
people). The perpetrators are deniers during its coming and are recognised when its turns
around. They blow around like blowing of the winds, hitting a city, and missing a (another)
city.
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Indeed! The scariest of Fitna upon you in my@"“s view is Fitna of the clan of Umayya, for it is
a dark blindness, its outline is general, and its ill-effects are particular, and the affliction will
hit the one who is insightful in it, and the affliction would miss the one who is blind from it.
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And 1% swear by Allah?2%! After me**, you will be finding the clan of Umayya as evil being
evil lords, like old unruly camel biting its mouth, and dragging with its forelegs, and kicking
with its hind legs, and refusing its milking. They will not cease to be with you until they do not
leave from it except one beneficial to them, or one unharmful to them.
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And their affliction will not cease until a victory from them for one of you does not become
except like the victory of the slave from is master, and the owner from his owned. Their Fitna
would pass fearful rays upon you and banditry of the pre-Islamic period, neither would there
be any minaret of guidance during it nor any flag to be seen. We™@"s, People™®"s of the
Household would be saved from it, and we?®"s wouldn’t be with any calling during it.
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Then Allah??" would Relieve it from you like the removal of the leather skin, by the one@ws
brand them with abjection, and drag them by their noses, and make them drink the cup of
combat. He™*Y* will not give them except the sword, nor will clothe them except with the fear.
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During that, Quraysh would love, in exchange for the (whole) world and whatever is in it, if
they could only see me™®"s in one place, and even if it was the measurement of sacrificing an
animal, to accept from them everything, what %S am seeking of only part of it today and
they are not giving me3ws’ 35

35 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 93
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The future state of the people
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And from it - ‘Fitna like a piece of the dark night. Neither will a standing one stand up to it nor
will any flag return it. It would come to you reined, saddled. Its guides would be stirring these
and its riders exerting them. Its people would be of hard hearts, little of pity.
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They would be fighting against by a people considered humble in the presence of the
arrogant. They would be unknown in the earth and well known in the sky. Woe be unto you,
O Basra, during that from an army being a Revenge of Allah??¥, Neither will there be any dust
for it nor sound, and your inhabitants would be afflicted with the red death and the severe

hunger’.3¢
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(Amir ul Momineen?*s said) Surely the Satan™ has enacted his' paths to you and he™ wants
to loosen your religion, knot by knot, and give you the sects instead of the community, and
the Fitna with the sects. So, stay away from his™ snatching and his®"s whisperings, and
accept the advice from the one who gifts it to you, and understand it upon yourselves’ (An
extract).3’

The cautioning from the Fitna
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‘Then you, community of Arabs, are the aim of calamities which have drawn near, therefore
fear the intoxication of the bounties (wealth), and be cautioned with the punishment to befall,
and be steadfast during the darkness of austerity, and crookedness of the Fitna during the
emergence of its foetus (birth), and appearance of its snares, and its axis is installed, and its
mills (begin to) rotate.
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It begins in hidden steps and develops into a manifest atrocity. Its youthfulness is like the
youthfulness of the adolescent boy and its impacts are like the impacts of peace (and
harmony). The oppressors inherit it by the agreements, their first one being a guide to their
last one, and their last one being led by their first one.
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They are competing regarding a lowly world and are leaping upon a stinking carcass, and after
a little while the follower will disavow from the followed, and the leader from the led. They
will separate with the hatred (for each other) and will be curing during the meeting.
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Then, after that will arrive the rising Fitna, the shockwave, and the crushing ruination. The
hearts will deviate after having been straight and men will stray after safety, and the personal
desires will differ at its gathering, and the opinions will be confused at its peak.
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One who approaches towards it, it would shatter him, and one who strives in it, and it would
crush him. They will bruise each other during it like the bruising by the donkeys in the herd
enclosure. The twists of the rope would be restless, and the faces of the affairs would be
blinded. The wise ones would diminish during it and the oppressors would be speaking during
it.
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The Bedouins will be pounded by its hammers and crushed by all of it. The lone marchers will
be wasted in its dust and the riders would be destroyed in its path. It will arrive with bitterness
of the Decree and exude blood (instead of) milk, and the minarets of religion would be dented,
and the ties of certainty will be broken.
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The clever will flee from it and the evil ones will manage it, thundering, flashing (like lightning),
uncovering from a leg. The kinship would be terminated during it and Al-Islam would be

separated upon it. Its healthy one would be sick (affected) and its thoughtful one would stay’.
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And from it: ‘Between the un-avenged slain ones and the sheltered fearful ones, they will be
confused by the ties of oaths, and deceptive beliefs. So, do not become monuments of Fitna
and flags of innovations, and stick to what the rope of unity is tied upon, and elements of
obedience are built upon, and proceed to Allah#" as oppressed, and do not proceed to Him"
asWs 3s oppressors.
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And fear the encroachments of Satan™@ and places of aggression, and do not insert into your

bellies Prohibited morsels for you are in the Eye (surveillance) of the One®% who has
Prohibited the acts of disobedience upon you and has Eased for you the ways of obedience’.3®

People®"* of the Household and the way of the people of Fitna
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‘A consideration of a heart of the understanding one, he would be insightful by it of his
purpose, and he would recognise his low point and his high point.
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The caller has called, and the shepherd is pasturing, so answer to the caller, and follow the
shepherd.
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They have splashed into the oceans of Fitna (strife), and they have taken with the innovations
besides the Sunnah, and the Momineen are silent, and the straying ones, the liars are talking.
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We@Ws are the near of kin and the companions (of Rasool-Allah=®"%), and treasurers of the
doors (of knowledge), and the houses cannot be accessed except from their doors. So, the
one comes to them from other than their doors, he is named as a thief’.
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From it — ‘Regarding them™=*"s are the honours of the Quran, and they s are the treasures
of the Beneficent. If they % speak, they are truthful, and if they 2" are silent, they would

not be preceded (in speaking).
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Let him be truthful of the view of his people, and let him caution his intellect, and let him
become from the sons of the Hereafter for he has arrived from it and will be returning to it.
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The onlooker is with insight with the heart of the worker. He will begin his work if he knows
whether his work is against him or for it? So, if it was for him, he would continue in it, and if
it was against him, he would pause from it. The worker without knowledge is like the traveller
upon another (wrong) road, so his remoteness from the road will not increase him except in
remoteness, while the worker with knowledge is like a traveller upon the clear path. So, let
the onlooker see, should he travel, or should he return?
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And know, that forever apparent, there is an esoteric upon the like of it. So, whatever, its
apparent is good, its esoteric is good, and whatever, its apparent is wicked, its esoteric is
wicked, and the truthful Rasool*®™"" has said: ‘Allah-#*" Loves the servant and Hates his deed,
and He®¥i Loves the deed and Hates his body’.
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And know that for every deed there is a plant, and each plant cannot be needless from the
water, and the waters are various. So, whatever its quenching is good, plant it, and sweet
would be its fruit, and whatever its quenching is bad, bad would be its planting, and bitter
would be its fruits’.3°

A Questioner asked about Fitna:
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‘A man stood up. He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?"s, He said, ‘Inform us about the Fitna, and
had Rasool-Allah®¥ may the Salawaat of Allah?*¥/ be upon him2s"¥s and his**"¥ Progeny s,
been asked about it?’
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‘He %S said: ‘When Allah-#?" the Glorious Revealed His®*¥) Words: Do the people reckon that

they will be left alone on saying, ‘We believe’, and they will not be Tried? [29:2], | " knew
that the Fitna will not be declining from us, while Rasool-Allah**"%¥ was between our midst.
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I3%s said: ‘O Rasool-Allah-®“¥I What is this Fitna which Allah*" has Informed with?’
i ek 3 5y ke ¢ J
He™™¥ said: ‘O Ali*"s! My®"" community will be creating Fitna after me=™""’,
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[3s%s said: ‘O Rasool-Allah™®"¥ or hadn’t you™®"" said to me2¥s on the day of Ohad when they
were martyred, the ones who had been martyred from the Muslims, and the martyrdom was
kept away from me3¥s, so that was grievous upon me2%s, So yous®"" had said: ‘Receive glad
tidings, for the martyrdom is right behind you’.
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Hesa"W said to me™"s: ‘That is like that, so how will your?s¥s patience be then?’ I said: ‘O
Rasool-Allah=®¥! This isn’t from the places of patience, but from the places of glad tidings
and gratefulness’.
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And he™ ¥ said: ‘O Ali®¥sl The people will be tempted with the wealth, and they will (think)
they are conferring a favour with their religion upon their Lord?*¥, and they are wishing for
His?" Mercy, and are feeling safe from His®*"l Punishment, and they are permitting His3
Prohibition with the false suspicions and deceptive whims. So they permitted the wine

through Al-Nabeez, and the ill-gotten gains as the gifts, and the interest as the selling
(money)’.
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I35 said: ‘O Rasool-Allah™®"¥1 So, at which status should I*¥ status them during that, is it as
the status of apostasy or the status of Fitna?’
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HesaWW said: ‘At the status of Fitna’.4°
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Cautioning people from Fitna:
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O you people! Cast off these reins which are carrying on its back the load from your hands
(sins). Do not split away from your ruling authority for you will condemn the stupidity of your
own deeds, not storm into what is facing you from the bursting flames of Fitna and take

yourself away from its teeth and vacate the way for it, so by my2"s lifel The Momin would
be destroyed in its flames and other Muslims would be safe in it.
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But rather, my % example among you is an example of the lamp in the darkness. One who
enters it would be illuminated by it, therefore listen, O you people, and retain, and present
the ears of your hearts, you will understand !’
LR o BTG ¢ U6
And he®"s said: ‘Not everyone captivated (by the Fitna) can be faulted”.*?

Also, in another sermon Amir ul-Momineen?"“s said:
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‘Indeed, and the world is a house no one is safe from it except in it, nor can he be rescued by
anything which was (done) for it. The people are Tried in it with Fitna, so whatever they are
taking from it, there is an extraction for it from him, and he will be Reckoning upon it, and
whatever they take from it for other, they will go ahead upon it and will be staying in it.
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In the view of the ones with intellect, the shade suffices as an explanation. You see it

spreading until it diminishes and increases until it reduces’.*3

Scholars are at the risk of being ruined from the Fitna
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‘But rather the Fitna (strife) begins when the desires are followed, and the Ordinances are
innovated, wherein the Book of Allah®?¥ is opposed, and the men govern the men over it
upon changing the Religion of Allah32%,
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If the falsehood was pure from being mixed with the Truth, there would have been no fear
upon the seekers of the realities; and if the Truth had been pure from being clad in the
falsehood, the tongues of the obstinate ones would have been cut off from it. But a handful
is grabbed from this, and a handful from this, and these are mixed up. Thus, over here, the
Satan™ overcomes upon his™ friends, and (only) those get saved, for whom the goodly end

has preceded from Allah=2"/ 44

An additional Hadith is quoted below in Appendix IV which covers that situation when one
has to defend himself, his family and belongings.

Appendix IV: Only Resistance for self-defence is allowed in our time
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Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza™®"$, said, ‘I said to him™@s¥s, ‘May | be sacrificed for you™@"s! A man from
the ones in your®%s Wilayah, news reached him that a man is giving away the sword and the
horse in the Way of Allah"®%, So he went over to him and took these two from him, and he
was ignorant of the aspects of the Way (Jihad). Then he met his companion who informed
him that the Way (Jihad) with them is not allowed, and instructed him with returning these
two’. So he®"Y* said: ‘So let him do it’.
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He said, ‘He sought the man, but did not find him, and it was said to him, ‘The man has left’.
He@%s said: ‘So let him be stationed (somewhere) and he should not fight’. He said, ‘So in
(places) similar to Qazween, and Al-Daylam, and Asgalaan, and what resembles these border
areas’. So he®"s said: ‘Yes’. So he said to him?"s, ‘Can he fight?’ He™®"* said: ‘No, except if
there is a fear upon the Muslim offsprings’. So he said, ‘What is your2s*s view, if the Romans
were to enter upon (attack) the Muslims, would it not be befitting for him to prevent them?’
He#%s said: ‘He should be stationed there and he should not fight. And if he were to fear upon
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the assets of Al-Islam and the Muslims, he can fight, so his fighting would happen to be for
himself, and it would not be for the ruling authorities (i.e., a king or a caliph)’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘Supposing if the enemies were to come over to the place in
which he was stationed, how should he react?’ He"* said: ‘He should fight about the eggs
(assets) of Al-Islam, not about them, because in the extinction of Al-Islam is the extinction of
the Religion of Muhammad-saww’ 4>
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