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 تَسْلِيماً.ِوَسَلَمَِِ,الطاَهِريِنِِسَيِ دِنََِمَُُمَدٍِوَِآلِهِِِعَلىِاللَُِِّوَِصَلَىِِ,الْعالَمِينِرَبِِِالْْمَْدُِللَِِِّالرحَِيمِِِالرَحْْنِِِاللَِِِّبِسْمِِ
In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief 

Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and greetings with abundant greetings. 

لِْفَ رَجَهُمِْوَالْعَنِْأعَْدَائَ هُمِْاَجَْْعِيْنِ  الَلَهُمَِصَلِ ِعَلىِمَُُمَدٍِوَآلِِمَُُمَدٍِوَعَجِ 

‘Husband is forbidden from beating his Wife’ 

Critics of Islam allege that a Muslim husband is allowed to beat-up his wife! Surely, that is not 

the case when we carefully scrutinise the Holy Verses of the Quran which have been 

misinterpreted.  Allah-azwj Says in Verse 2:187: َُِهُنَِلبَِاسٌِلَكُمِْوَأنَْ تُمِْلبَِاسٌِلََن (They are clothing for you 

and you are clothing for them), so only an insane wouldn’t take a good care of his/her clothes.  

So, it’s the same Command of Allah-azwj for both the husband and the wife to be together in a 

cosy relationship, comforting and protecting each other like a comfortable outfit protecting 

against all hostile weathers, i.e., trials to be faced in various stages of life.  

However, prior to separation and calling for mediation, Islam suggests to the husband in order 

to save his marriage, if he fear his wife is going to rebel, he should caution her, stop intimate 

relationship and symbolically strike her with a toot-brush (Verses 4:34-35). The Verse 4:34, is 

misinterpreted, ‘َِوَاللََّتِِتََاَفوُنَِنُشُوزَهُنَِفَعِظوُهُنَِوَاهْجُرُوهُنَِفِِالْمَضَاجِعِِوَاضْربِوُهُن’ِ(And those whose disobedience you 

fear, admonish them, and forsake (leave) them in the beds, and beat them.) 

When it was asked from the 5th Imam-asws about the interpretation of it, Imam-asws replied: 

 الطبرسي،ِفِِمعنىِالَجر:ِرويِعنِأبيِجعفرِ)عليهِالسلَّم(،ِقال:ِ»يحولِظهرهِإليها«ِِ

Al-Tabarsy,  

Regarding the Meaning of and forsake them [4:34] – It has been reported from Abu Ja’far-asws 
having said: ‘He turns his back to her’.  

 الضرب:ِرويِعنِأبيِجعفرِ)عليهِالسلَّم(:ِ»أنهِالضربِبالسواك«. وِفِِمعنِى

And regarding the Meaning of and strike them [4:34] – It has been reported from Abu 
Ja’far-asws having said: ‘It is the beating with the toothbrush (symbolically)’.1 

We present another Hadith in the interpretation of 4:34; 

 وَِأمََاِالنُّشُوزُِفَ قَدِْيَكُونُِمِنَِالرَجُلِِوَِيَكُونُِمِنَِالْمَرْأةَِِ ضا،ِفقهِالرضاِعليهِالسلَّمِ

(The book) ‘Fiqh Al-Reza-asws’ – ‘And as for the desertion (4:34), it happens from the man and 

happens from the woman.  
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 يْلَتِِِْلَكَِوَِيَصْطلَِحَانِِعَلَىِهَذَاِِفأََمَاِالَذِيِمِنَِالرَجُلِِفَ هُوَِيرُيِدُِطَلََّقَ هَاِفَ تَقُولُِلَهُِأمَْسِكْنِِِوَِلَكَِمَاِعَلَيْكَِوَِقَدِْوَهَبْتُِلَِ

As for which is from the man, he wants to divorce her, so she says to him, ‘Keep me and for 

you is what is upon you, and I hereby gift my nights to you’, and they both reconcile upon 

this.  

تُطِِ أَنِْلََِ الْمَرْأةَِِوَحْدَهَاِفَ هُوَِ مِنَِ كَِانَِ إِذَا الْْلُْعُِ كَِنُشُوزِِالرجَُلِِفَ هُوَِ الْمَرْأةَُ نَشَزَتِِ تَ عَالَِفإَِذَاِ تَ بَارَكَِوَِ الَلُِّ مَاِقاَلَِ نُشُوزَهُنَِ- يعَهُِوَِهُوَِ وَِاللََّتِِتََافُونَِ
  اضْربِوُهُنَِ وَِ فَعِظوُهُنَِوَِاهْجُرُوهُنَِفِِالْمَضاجِعِِ

When the woman desert like the desertion of the man, it is ‘Al-Khul’a’, when it happens from 
the woman alone, so she does not obey him, and it is what Allah-azwj Blessed and Exalted Says: 
And for those whom you are fearing desertion, advise them and forsake them in the beds 
and strike them. [4:34].  

 فاَلَْجَْرُِأَنِْيُحَوِ لَِإلِيَْهَاِظَهْرَهُِفِِالْمَضْجَعِِوَِالضَرْبُِبِالسِ وَاكِِوَِشِبْهِهِِضَرْباًِرَفِيقاًِ

The forsaking is him turning his back towards her in the bed, and beating with the ‘toothbrush’ 
(Siwak - symbolically) and it’s an example of a friendly touch.  

كَِمَاِقاَلَِاللَُِّ يعاً قَاقُِفَ يَكُونُِمِنَِالزَوْجِِوَِالْمَرْأةَِِجَِْ وَِيََْتَارُِالرَجُلُِرَجُلًَِّوَِِ ‘أهَْلِهِِوَِحَكَماًِمِنِْأهَْلِها وَِإِنِْخِفْتُمِْشِقاقَِبَ يْنِهِماِفاَبْ عَثوُاِحَكَماًِمِنِْ'وَِأمََاِالشِ 
 الْمَرْأةَُِتََْتَارُِرَجُلًَِّفَ يَجْتَمِعَانِِعَلَىِفُ رْقَةٍِأوَِْعَلَىِصُلْحٍِ

And as for the breach, it happens from the husband and the wife, both together, just as Allah-

azwj Said: And if you fear a breach between the two, then appoint a judge from his family 
and a judge from her family; [4:35], and the man choses a man and the woman chooses a 
man. They both gather upon either separation or upon reconciling.  

 .بَ عْدَِأَنِْيَسْتَأْمِراَِالزَوْجَِوَِالْمَرْأةََِِفإَِنِْأرَاَدَاِإِصْلََّحاًِفَمِنِْغَيِِْْأَنِْيَسْتَأْمِراَِوَِإِنِْأرَاَدَاِالتَفْريِقَِبَ يْنَهُمَاِفَ لَيْسَِلََمَُاِإِلََِ

If they both want reconciliation, then it is not for them (the reconcilers) to mediate, but if 
they (husband and wife) want separation, it isn’t for them (reconciler) to mediate except after 
seeking instruction of the husband and the wife’’.2 

The Verse 4:34 refers to near break-down marriage conditions, as the next Verse (4:35) 

further explains the conditions of distressed relationship:  

كَِانَِعَلِيمًاِخَبِيْاًِ}وَإِنِْخِفْتُمِْشِقَاقَِبَ يْنِهِمَاِفاَبْ عَثوُاِحَكَمًاِمِنِْأهَْلِهِِوَحَكَمًاِمِنِْأهَْلِهَاِإِنِْيرُيِدَاِإِصْلََّحًاِيُ وَف ِِ نَ هُمَاِِۗإِنَِالَلَّ  ِ{:354قِِالَلُِّبَ ي ْ

And if you fear a breach between the two, then appoint a judge from his family and a judge 
from her family; if they both desire reconciliation, Allah will Harmonise between them; Allah 
was always most-Knowing, Aware [4:35] 

 
وت(، ج101، ص: 58 2  بحار الأنوار )ط  - بير
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نِقولِِمُمدِبنِيعقوب:ِعنِمُمدِبنِيحيى،ِعنِأحْدِبنِمُمد،ِعنِعليِبنِالْكم،ِعنِعليِابنِأبيِحْزة،ِقال:ِسألتِالعبدِالصالحِ)عليهِالسلَّم(ِع
مانِإنِشاءاِفرقا،ِوِإنِشاءاِجْعا،ِففرقاِأوِاللهِعزِوِجل:ِوَِإِنِْخِفْتُمِْشِقاقَِبَ يْنِهِماِفاَبْ عَثوُاِحَكَماًِمِنِْأهَْلِهِِوَِحَكَماًِمِنِْأهَْلِها،ِقال:ِ»يشترطِالْك

 جْعاِجاز«ِ.

Muhammad Bin Yaqoub, from Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Ali Bin Al Hakam, from 
Ali Bin Abu Hamza who said,  

‘I asked Al-Abd Salih-asws (7th Imam-asws) about the Words of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic And 
if you fear a breach between the two, then appoint a judge from his family and a judge from 
her family [4:35]. He-asws said: ‘The two judges are required (one from each side), if they so 
desire, they (effect) separation, and if they so desire, they (effect) togetherness. Thus, 
separation or togetherness, it is allowed’.3 

In another Hadith: 

ِعزِوِِوِعنه:ِعنِمُمدِبنِيحيى،ِعنِأحْدِبنِمُمد،ِعنِابنِمُبوب،ِعنِأبيِأيوب،ِعنِسماعة،ِقال:ِسألتِأباِعبدِاللهِ)عليهِالسلَّم(ِعنِقولِالله
أِهَْلِهِِوَِحَكَماًِمِنِِْ لِلرجلجل:ِفاَبْ عَثوُاِحَكَماًِمِنْ اِلْكمان،ِفقالَ اِستأذن إِن أِِرأيت اِلتفريق؟ِ  أهَْلِها، اِلإصلَّحِو إِليناِفِ أِمركما أِليسِقدِجعلتما اِلمرأة: و

نعم.ِوِأشهداِبذلكِشهدواِعليهما،ِأِيجوزِتفريقهما؟ِقال:ِ»نعم،ِوِلكنِلَِيكونِإلَِعلىِطهرِمنِالمرأةِمنِغيِْجْاعِمنِ فقالِالرجلِوِالمرأة:
 الزوج«ِ.

And from him (Al Kulyani), from Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Ibn Mahboub, from 
Abu Ayoub, from Sama’at who said,  

‘I asked Abu Abdullah-asws about the Words of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic then appoint a 
judge from his family and a judge from her family [4:35], ‘Do you-asws think that the two 
judges are allowed, so they say to the man and the woman, ‘Have you not made both of your 
matters to us regarding the reconciliation and the separation?’ So, the man and the woman 
say, ‘Yes’. So, both of their witnesses testify to that, is it permissible for them to affect a 
separation?’ He-asws said: ‘Yes, but it does not happen until the woman is clean from not having 
been copulated with from the spouse’. 

حتىِيجتمعاِجْيعاِعلىِالتفريق،ِفإذاِ قيلِله:ِأِرأيتِإنِقالِأحدِالْكمين:ِقدِفرقتِبينهما،ِوِقالِالآخر:ِلمِافرقِبينهما،ِفقال:ِ»لَِيكونِتفريقِ
 اجتمعاِعلىِالتفريقِجازِتفريقهما«ِ.

It was said to him-asws, ‘Do you-asws see that if one of the two judges were to say, ‘I have decided 
for the separation between the two of them’, and the other one says, ‘I do not affect a 
separation between the two of them?’ So, he-asws said: ‘The separate does not come about 
until there is consensus between the two judges upon the separation. So, if they were to 
coincide upon the separation, their separation is permitted’.4  

 
ي 6: 146/ 1.  3

 الكاف 
ي 6: 146/ 4 4
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Husband refuses to divorce his wife? 

 عنِمُمدِبنِسيْين،ِعنِعبيدة،ِقال:ِأتىِعليِبنِأبيِطالبِ)عليهِالسلَّم(ِرجلِوِامرأةِمعكِلِواحدِمنهماِفئامِمنِالناسِ،ِ

From Muhammad Bin Sareyr, from Ubeyda who said,  

‘A man and a woman came over to Ali-asws and with each one of them was a group of people. 
So, Ali-asws said: ‘Send for a judge from his family and a judge from her family’.  

»هلِتدريانِماِعليكما!ِإنِرأيتماِأنِتجمعاِجْعتما،ِوِِِِ فقالِعليِ)عليهِالسلَّم(:ِ»فابعثواِحكماِمنِأهله،ِوِحكماِمنِأهلها«ِثمِقالِللحكمين:
 إنِرأيتماِأنِتفرقاِفرقتما«ِ

Then he-asws said to the two judges: ‘Do you two know what is upon you (your 
responsibilities)? If you both view that they should be together, gather them, and if you two 
see that there should both separate, separate them’. 

 فقالتِالمرأة:ِرضيتِبكتابِاللهِعليِولي.ِفقالِالرجل:ِأماِفِِالفرقةِفلَّ.ِفقالِعليِ)عليهِالسلَّم(:ِ»ماِتبرحِحتىِتقرِبماِأقرتِبه«.ِ

So, the woman said, ‘I am pleased with the Book of Allah-azwj against me and for me’. But the 

man said, ‘As for regarding the separation, so no’. So Ali-asws said: ‘You will not depart until 

you accept with what she has accepted with’’.5 

‘Striking with the Green branch’ is the Punishment for Immorality: 

The critics of Islam, go a further step and quote a Holy Verse (38:44) that a husband can beat 

his wife with a green branch but this is completely unrelated Verse and falsely ascribed to 

husband and wife interactions but rather Verse establishes the punishment for the immoral 

acts between unwell persons, as per its interpretation from Ahadith.  

 {:4438ِ}ِوَخُذِْبيَِدِكَِضِغْثاًِفاَضْرِبِْبِهِِوَلََِتََْنَثِِْۗإِنََِوَجَدْنََهُِصَابِراًِِۚنعِْمَِالْعَبْدُِِۖإِنهَُِأوََابٌِ
(We Said): “And take a green branch in your hand and strike with it and do not break your 
oath!” We Found him to be patient, the excellent servant. He was penitent [38:44] 

ِقاَلَِقاَلَِليِسُفْيَانُِِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيَحْيَىِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِِابْنِِمَُْبُوبٍِوَِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِإِسْماَعِيلَِبْنِِبزَِِ يعٍِعَنِْحَنَانِِبْنِِسَدِيرٍِعَنِْيَحْيَىِبْنِِعَبَادٍِالْمَكِ يِ 
ِأرََىِلَكَِمِنِِْ تَِمَاِتَ قُولُِفِيهِِفَسَألَْتُهُِفَ قَالَِهَذِهِِِأَبيِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلَّمِ(ِمَنْزلَِةًِفَسَلْهُِعَنِْرَجُلٍِزَنََِوَِهُوَِمَريِضٌِإِنِْأقُِيمَِعَلَيْهِِالَْْدُِّمَاالثَ وْريُِِّإِنّ ِ

هَاِفَ قُلْتُِسُفْيَانُِالثَ وْريُِِّسَألََنِِِأَنِْأَسْألََكَِِالْمَسْألََةُِمِنِْتلِْقَاءِِنَ فْسِكَِأوَِْقاَلَِلَكَِإِنْسَانٌِأَنِْتَسْألََنِِِعَِ  ن ْ

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from Ibn Mahboub and Muhammad Bin Ismail Bin 
Bazie, from Hanan Bin Sudeyr, from Yahya Bin Abbad Al Makky who said,  

‘Sufyan said to me, ‘I see for you having a status from Abu Abdullah-asws, so ask him-asws about 
a man who commits adultery and he is sick. If the Legal penalty (Hadd) were to be established 

 
ي 1:  241/ 127.  5

 تفسير العيّاش 
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upon him, he would die. What are you-asws saying with regards to it?’ So I asked him-asws, so 
he-asws said: ‘Is this from yourself or a person told you to ask me-asws about it?’ So I said, ‘Sufyan 
Al-Sowry asked me that I should ask you-asws’.  

يَِالْبَطْنِِقَدِْبَدَتِْعُرُوقُِفَخِذَيْهِِوَِقَدِْزَنََِبِامْرأَةٍَِمَريِضَةٍِِفَ قَالَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلَّمِ(ِإِنَِرَسُولَِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِأُتَِِبِرَجُلٍِاحْتَبَََِمُسْتَسْقِِ
اِثُمَِقَ رأََِهَذِهِِالْآيةََِوَِخُذِْعِذْقٍِفِيهِِمِائةَُِشِِْراَخٍِفَضُرِبَِبِهِِالرَجُلُِضَرْبةًَِوَِضُربَِتِْبِهِِالْمَرْأةَُِضَرْبةًَِثُمَِخَلَىِسَبِيلَهُمَِفأََمَرَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِبِِ

 بيَِدِكَِضِغْثاًِفاَضْرِبِْبِهِِوَِلَِتََْنَثِْ.

So, Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘They came with a man to Rasool-Allah-saww who suffered from 
illness of the belly and the veins of his thighs were visible, and he had committed adultery 
with a sick woman. So Rasool-Allah-saww ordered a palm branch which had a hundred stalks to 
it, so the man was whipped with it by one lash, and the woman was whipped with it with one 
lash, then he-saww freed both their ways. Then he-saww recited this Verse: (We Said): “And take 
a green branch in your hand and strike with it and do not break your oath!”’.6 

The Prophet of Islam-saww has forbidden husband from beating his wife: 

Rasool Allah-saww, has forbidden husband to beat his wife in his-saww farewell Hajj sermon: 

ِِأَخَذْتُُوُهُنَِبِِمََانةَِِاللَِِّوَِاسْتَحْلَلْتُمِْفُ رُوجَهُنَِبِكَلِمَاتِِاللَِِّفَ لَكُمِْعَلَيْهِنَِحَقٌِّوَِلََنَُِلََِيََلِْكْنَِلِِنَْ فُسِهِنَِضَر اًِوَِلََِنَ فْعاًِِِ-أيَ ُّهَاِالنَاسُِإِنَِالنِ سَاءَِعِنْدكَُمِْعَوَارٍِ
 عَلَيْكُمِْحَقٌِّ

O you people! The women in your possessions are defenceless! They are neither controlling 
any harm for themselves nor benefit. You are taking them in the Entrustment of Allah-azwj and 
are legalising their private parts with the Phrases of Allah-azwj. There is a right for you upon 
them and there is a right for them upon you. 

كِِسْوَتُُنَُِبِالْمَعْرُوفِِِهُنَِوَِمِنِْحَقِ كُمِْعَلَيْهِنَِأَنِْلََِيوُطِئْنَِفُ رُشَكُمِْوَِلََِيَ عْصِيَنَكُمِْفِِمَعْرُوفٍِفإَِذَاِفَ عَلْنَِذَلِكَِفَ لَِ  ِ-وَِلََِتَضْربِوُهُنَِِرزِْقُ هُنَِوَ

And from their rights upon you is that they should not tread on your beds (with someone 
else), nor disobey you in good acts. When they do that, for them is their sustenance and their 
clothing with the moderation, and you cannot beat them (An extract from the farewell 
sermon of Rasool Allah-saww).7  

 

 
6 Al Kafi – V 7 – The Book of Legal Penalties Ch 49 H 1 
7 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 74 - The book ‘Al Rawza’ - Ch 6 H 14 


