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Loudness in Salat Recitation
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In the Name of Allah®¥i the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-22¥i Lord22% of
the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad=®"% and his**¥" Purified Progeny"
asws and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Loudness in Salat Recitation
Some Ahadith are presented in the short article regarding which Salat needs to recited with
little loudness (so that a passer-by can hear) and which Salat with a sound that just one’s ears
can hear.
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And the Glorious (Allah#*%) Said: And neither be loud with your Salat nor be quiet with it,
and seek a way between that’ [17:110].
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‘From Abu Abdullah®"s regarding His*% Words: And neither be loud with your Salat nor be
quiet with it, [17:110]. He®"* said: ‘The loudness is raising the voice, and being quiet is what
you yourself cannot hear with your ears, and recite between that”.?

Do Not Say ‘Amen’ in Congregational Salat at the End of Al-Hamd
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Ali has narrated from his father from 'Abd Allah ibn al-Mughirah from Jamil who has said the following:

‘Abu 'Abd Allah™@Ys has said: 'If you are behind an Imam when he completes reading al-Hamd
you say, 'all praise belongs to Allah2¥, Cherisher of the worlds,' and do not say 'Amen.’?

Reciting Bismillah Loudly in Salat before reciting a Sura
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Mohammed Ibn Al-Hassan says he heard from:

Abi Mohammed Al-Hassan@"Ws |bn Ali Al-Askari that a momin is recognized by the five signs:
The signs of a Momin (believer) are five: praying fifty-one Rak’at [including mandatory and
optional prayers], Ziyarat Al-Arba’een, wearing a ring in the right hand, prostration on dirt,
and saying ‘Bismillah _hir Rahman nir Raheem’ in a raised voice. (at the beginning of every
Sura).?

Also in another Hadith:
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‘| prayed Salat behind Abu Abdullah 3% for days, and it was so that whenever it was a Salat
wherein is no loud recitation, he®"s recited loudly with ‘In the Name of Allah@% the
Beneficent, the Merciful’; and he@%s ysed to recite loudly during both the two Chapters’.

! Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch46H 1 a
2 3132 3z (&)l - b) é&.ﬂ, H.5
3478 : 0 Jd4z cdagidl Jilwg, H 19643

4 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH 21 H 20
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‘I asked him@$Ws about the one who does not recite the Opening of the Book (Chapter 1) in
his Salat. He s said: ‘There is no Salat for him, unless if he were to begin with it, whether
it be loudly or silently’. | said, ‘Which of the two is more beloved to you3"s, when he was
fearful or in haste, should he recite with one Chapter or Opening of the Book (Chapter 1)?’
He@S%s said: ‘Opening of the Book (Chapter 1)’.°
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‘Ali®%s Bin Al-Husayn?"s said: ‘O Sumaly! When the Salat is established, the Satan™® comes
to the companions of the prayer leader and says, ‘Did he mention his Lord2?¥ (say Bismillah)?’
If he (the companion) says, ‘Yes’, he (the Satan™) goes away, and if he (the pair) says, ‘No’,
he' rides upon his shoulder and becomes a prayer leader of the people until they disperse’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you@"“s! Aren’t they (non-Shias) reciting

the Quran?’ He®Ys said: ‘Yes! It isn’t where you are going (with it), O Sumaly! But rather, it is
the loud recitation of, ‘In the Name of Allah?* the Beneficent, the Merciful!’’®
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‘From Al-Sadig®"s having said: ‘The loudness with: In the Name of Allah the Beneficent, the
Merciful [1:1] in the Salat is obligatory”.’

A little Loudness in recitation of 3 Salat(s):

5 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH 21 H 28
6 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 60 The book of Sorcery and the Jinn - Ch 3 H 24
7 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 46 H 5
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(The book) ‘Figh Al-Reza®"s — He™®"Ys said: ‘Make your ears hear the recitation and the
glorification in the Salats there is no loudness in it, and these are Al-Zohr and Al-Asr Salat, and
raise (your voice) above that in recitation in what there is loudness in it’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And | asked the Scholar?¥s about the Qunout on the day of Friday if |
pray four Cycles Salat alone. He®"* said: ‘Yes, in the second Cycle after the recitation’.
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| said, ‘Should | be loud in it with the recitation?’
He3Ws said: ‘Yes”.8
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‘Rasool-Allah*®"% said: ‘And remember your Lord within yourself beseeching — meaning
submissively - and fearing — meaning fear of His**l Punishment - and without the loudness
from the words, - meaning less than loud from the recitation - in the morning and the
evening, [7:205] — meaning in the morning and the evening”’.?

The Reason for loudness in some Salats:
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‘From Al-Reza®*"* from ‘Al-llal’, he®"* said (in argumentation), ‘If he says, ‘Why has loudness
made to be in some of the Salats and not made in some?’

8 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 46 H 8
9 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 46 H10 b
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It will be said, ‘Because the Salats which there is loudness in these, rather these are Salats you
pray in timings of darkness, so it is obligatory to be loud in these two, because a passer-by
would pass by, he comes to know that there is a congregation over there. If he wants to pray
Salat, he can pray.
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And because if he does not see a congregation, he would hear and know that from an aspect
of the hearing; and those two Salat having no loudness in them, these are at daytime and in
timings of brightness. These are realised from aspect of the seeing, so he is not needy in these
to the listening”.1°
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‘He asked his brother Ali®%s Bin Muhammad?**s. Among what Yahya Bin Aksam asked about
Al Fajr Salat, ‘Why should one be loud with the recitation in it and it is from the Salats of the
day, and rather he should be loud in Salat of the night’.
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He?"s said: ‘Because the Prophet*®"" was (being loud) at the onset of the night with it due
to its nearness from the night”.

How to recite ‘Qul ho Wal ho Ahhad’?
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‘1 asked Al-Reza®"s about the Tawheed (Oneness). So he®%s said: ‘The one who recites
[112:1] Say: He Allah is One and believes in it, so he has recognised the Tawheed (Oneness)’.

10 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 46 H 27
11 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 46 H 13
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| said, ‘How should one recite it?’ He®%* said: ‘Just as the people are reciting it, and increase
init,
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‘Like that is Allah® my Lord?™, like that is Allah®% my Lord?*", like that is Allah?? my
Lord?2%"" (three times).'?

It is recommended to recite Chapter 97 in a Rakat (Cycle) of a Salat:
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‘| said to Abu Al-Hassan®Vs, ‘May | be sacrificed for you#s¥s! You#"s wrote to Muhammad
Bin Al-Faraj teaching him that the most superior of what one can recite during the Obligatory
(Salat) is with ‘We3%i Revealed it’ (Chapter 97), and ‘Say He@% Allah"#% js One’ (Chapter
112), and my chest is constricted by reciting these two during Al-Fajr (Salat)’. So he®"s said:
‘Do not constrict your chest by these two, for the merit, by Allah3¥, is in these two’.13

Loud Recitation (during the darkness):
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And as for Salat Al-Fajr, and being loud in it with the recitation, because the Prophets2"W
would pray at ‘Ghalas’ (end of night beginning of morning). He*"* would recite it from that

night. (An extract)*
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‘I asked Abu Ja’far@s"s about the Qunut during the five (Obligatory) Salats. So he@"s said:
‘Perform Qunut in the entirety of these’.

2134 1 4o Az Ml dde Lol LT Osee, H. 30, Al-Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah?*") CH 7 H 4
13 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH 21 H 19
14 Bihar ul Anwar, vol. 50
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And | asked Abu Abdullah3s"s after that, about the Qunut, so he3sWs
said to me: ‘As for what you say it loudly, so you would not be in doubt’.1®

Parts of Salat Which are Accepted
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far@s¥s having said: ‘Nothing is recorded (accepted) from
the reading and supplication except what he hears himself.”.16
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It is a narration from him (narrator of previous Hadith) by Mohammed ibn al-Hussain from ibn Mahbub from
ibn Ri'ab from al-Halabiy who has said the following:

‘I once asked abu 'Abd Allah@"s 'Can one recite in Salat while his clothes are covering his
mouth? The Imam™2S"S said: 'It is not harmful if his ears can hear his humming.’%’

Salat Recitation with Amma (General Muslims):
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‘Abu Abdullah@s%s said: ‘It would suffice you from the recitation with them (people) the like
of talking to yourself’.18

Appendix:
Some additional Ahadith are presented here to further elaborate the topic.

Loudness in the recitation

15 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH31 H 1
16 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH21 H 6
17 Al-Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH 21 H 15
18 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH 21 H 16
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‘A number of Jews came to Rasool-Allah*®"¥, They asked him™=2"W about issues’ — up to he
said, ‘Their most learned said, ‘Inform me about seven traits Allah-**i has Granted you sV
from between the Prophets® and has Granted your*®"% community from between the
communities’.
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The Prophet™a“W said: ‘Allah#" Mighty and Majestic has Granted me?*— Opening of the Book
(Surah Al-Fatiha), and the Azaan, and the congregation (Salat) in the Masjid and on the day of
Friday, and being loud (with recitations) in three Salats, and the allowance for my*saww
community during the sicknesses and the travelling, and the Salat upon the funerals, and the
intercession for people from my=*®"¥ community (having committed) the major sins’.
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Up to he™®W said: ‘And as for the Azaan, the Muezzins from my*"% community will be
Resurrected with the Prophets®, and the truthful, and the martyrs, and the righteous
Ones—asws".w
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‘From Abu Ja’far Al-Baqir®“s regarding this Verse. He™®"* said: ‘The loudness is your raising
your voice the one far from you can hear it, and the quietness is the one with you cannot hear
except a little secretly””.?°

Esoteric Meanings of ‘And seek a way between that’ [17:110]
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It is reported by Al-Ayyashi, from Al-Baqir®"“*: ‘And neither be loud — with the Wilayah of
Alir®Ys, nor with what 2" have Honoured him with it, until I/ Command you with that - nor
be quiet with it, - meaning do not conceal (from) Ali-®"* and let hims"s know what %"/ have

19 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 35 H 10
20 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 46 H1 ¢
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been Honoured him"“s with - and seek a way between that’ [17:110]. Ask Me“? to Permit
for you to be loud with the matter of Ali-®"s with his®"s Wilayah. He %" Permitted for him to
reveal it on the Day of Ghadeer Khumm?”’. 2

No Taqaiyya (dissimulation) in reciting Bismillah loudly in Salat:
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‘We are reporting from Rasool-Allah*®"¥, and from Ali®"s, and Al-Hassan®"“s, and Al-
Husayn@"s, and Ali®"s Bin Al-Husayn®", and Muhammad?*** Bin Ali®%, and Ja’far?"“s Bin
Muhammad?"s, they were being loud with: In the Name of Allah the Beneficent, the
Merciful [1:1].
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Among what one should be loud in with the recitation from the Salats in the beginning of
Surah Al-Fatiha, and the beginning of the Chapter in every Cycle, and being silent with it
among what one has to be quiet in it from both the Chapters altogether.
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Al-Hassan™@"s Bin Ali@Ws: ‘We WS, sons @Y of (Syeda) Fatima™"* are united upon that’.
o A B o A 8 G e 5 Sl ok B G EE Y 5 0T s 5 e i ¢ 022 1 s 06
And Ja’far?®"s Bin Muhammad"* said: ‘The Taqaiyya (dissimulation) is my?s"s religion, and
religion of my 2% forefathers®%s, and nor is there Tagaiyya in three matters — drinking the

intoxicant, and wiping upon the socks, and neglecting the loudness with: In the Name of Allah
the Beneficent, the Merciful [1:1]" *?

21 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 46 H 1
22 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 46 H 22



