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‘Moula’
Its Meanings
from
Holy Quran

Abbreviations:
saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla
asws: - Allay hay Salawat-o-Wass Salam
azwj
ra: - Razi Allah
azwj
la: - Laan Allah
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. وسلم تسليما، وصلى اهلل على سيدنا حممد وآله الطاهرين،بسم اهلل الرمحن الرحيم احلمد هلل رب العاملني
In the Name of Allahazwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah azwj Lordazwj of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammadsaww and hissaww Purified Progenyasws, and
greetings with abundant greetings.

ص ِّل َعلى ُحمَ َّم ٍد َّو ِآل ُحمَ َّم ٍد َّو َع ِّج ْل فَ َر َج ُه ْم َوالْ َع ْن أ َْع َدائَ ُه ْم اَ ْْجَعِ ْني
َ اَللَّ ُه َّم

Summary:
In all Ahadith books followed by Muslims, it is agreed that at the place of Ghadeer (after the
last Hajj) Rasool-Allahsaww - in fulfilment of a Divine Commandment1 - delivered a sermon
and announced the Message regarding the authority Aliasws. So at the top of the podium
(built from the saddles of camels) Rasool-Allahsaww asked:

الست اولی بکم من انفسکم؟
Is my life not worthier one over all of your lives?

 بلی:قالوا
They said: Of course
Then Hesaww grabbed the hand of Aliasws, and said:
asws
ِ
ُ  ’ َم ْن ُكْنWhoever’s Master I was ‘ُ( ’ َم ْوََلهMoula) now Ali is his Master ‘ُ’ َم ْوََله
ْ ت َم ْوََلهُ فَ َعل ٌّي

‘َُموََله

(Moula).

In some Ahadith, it is with an addition:

.ُت َم ْوََلهُ فَ َعلِ ٌّي َم ْوََلهُ اللَّ ُه َّم َو ِال َم ْن َواَلهُ َو َع ِاد َم ْن َع َاداه
َ فَ َق
ُ ال َم ْن ُكْن
(Rasool-Allahsaww ) said: ‘The one whose Master ‘ُ ’ َم ْوََلهIsaww was, Aliasws is his now his Master

(Moula)‘ُ’ َم ْوََله. O Allahazwj! Protect him who accepts himasws as his protector and Be inimical
to the one who is inimical to himasws’’.2

In some narrations ‘ ’فَ َه َذاis found meaning ‘So This’ (Aliasws):
ِ
ِ َ ول ب لِّ ْغ ما أُنْ ِزَل إِلَي
ِ َّ
ِ َ ك ۖ وإِ ْن ََلْ تَ ْف َعل فَما بَلَّ ْغ
ِِ
َّ ِ ِ ك ِمن الن
}67{ ين
َّ يَا أَيُّ َها
ْ
َ َ ُ الر ُس
َ ْ
َ َ ِّك م ْن َرب
َ َّاس ۖ إ َّن اللهَ ََل يَ ْهدي الْ َق ْوَم الْ َكافر
َ َ ت ر َسالَتَهُ ۖ َواللهُ يَ ْعص ُم

1

O you Rasool! Deliver what has been Revealed unto you from your Lord; and if you don’t do so, then you
have not delivered His Message, and Allah will Protect you from the people. Surely Allah does not Guide the
Kafir people [5:67]
2
saww
asws
Bashaarat Al Mustafa
Li Shia Al Murtaza
- P 8 H 13
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ت َم ْوََلهُ فَ َه َذا َعلِ ٌّي َم ْوََله
ُ َم ْن ُكْن
Whoever’s Master I was ‘ُ( ’ َم ْوََلهMoula), so This Ali is now his Masterasws ‘ُ( ’ َم ْوََلهMoula)
The disagreement among the Muslim Ummah (Nation) is, however, not on these Ahadith
and the small variations, but on the meaning of the word ‘ُ( ’ َم ْوََلهMoula). Some Muslims

trivialise the meaning of ‘ُ ’ َم ْوََلهand say it means ‘friend’ so as per their interpretation,
Rasool-Allahsaww said: As you have befriended mesaww so you should also befriend Aliasws.
However, if one compare this to what Al-Quran is saying about our Holly Prophetsaww will be
able to understand whether is it right to call the holly prophet our friend or not!

ِ أَنْ ُف
(33:6) س ِهم

ِِ
ني ِم ْن
ُّ ِالن
َ َِّب أ َْوىل بِالْ ُم ْؤمن

The Prophet is preferred over all Momineen from their own lives.
Also in 49:1-5, Allahazwj Command Muslims to respect and honour Rasool-Allahsaww,
Appendix I.
Another translation of the word Moula is Servant/in service, so let’s take this translation
into context and see what it can also mean.

 فعلی موَلہ،من کنت موَلہ
Whoever was in my service, is now in Ali’s service.

The question arises, who is/was in prophetsaww’s service? In order to understand that, we
will present an Amazing verse from Al-Quran.

ِ ِقُل إِ ْن كا َن لِ َّلر ْمح ِن ولَد فَأَنَا أ ََّو ُل الْعاب
.ين
د
َ
َ
ْ
Say (O Prophet) If Al-Rahman were to take someone as a Son, Then I should the one as I
was the first of his obedient (43:81).
This verse was revealed to denounce the ideology of people who took prophet Jesus as the
son of Allahazwj. In other words, this verse is saying that Al-Rahman doesn’t have any blood
relationships and if he had any, our holly Prophet saww would be the one because he is the
first from the obedient ones. There are numerous Holy Verses and Ahadith in the praise of
Rasool-Allahsaww, thereby establishing the status of Rasool-Allahsaww second to none, among
the ‘Abd’ of Allahazwj.
Therefore, when people look up the word in Arabic dictionary, the confusion persists as
there are multiple meanings for the word ‘’م ْوََل
َ , as it has been used in different cultures for
over 1400 years giving a list of its possible usage. Therefore, one has to turn to the Holy
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Quran and see in which context and meanings Allahazwj has Revealed it and what are its
meanings in the context of what Rasool-Allahsaww said in the sermon of Ghadeer:

ت َم ْوََلهُ فَ َه َذا َعلِ ٌّي َم ْوََله
ُ َم ْن ُكْن
As Rasool-Allahsaww would always be instructing believers in accordance with what had been
Revealed to himsaww with the Words of Allahazwj.
In most of Holy Verses, where the Word ‘Moula’ is Revealed, it is in the meanings of
‘Master’ and/or ‘Guardian’ and is mainly used for Allahazwj. e.g.,
azwj
َّ أ, ه َو َم ْوََلنَا.
ت َم ْوََلنَا
ْ ’م ْوََل ُه ُم
َ ْ أَن, .  اللَّهُ َم ْوََل ُك ْم, ‘احلَ ِّق
ُ Allah has Used the Word Moula in
َ , َن اللَّهَ َم ْوََل ُك ْم

the meanings of Master (to be Obeyed as being Hisazwj Messengersas) Hisazwj Angelsas and
Hisazwj Selected (Divine) Prophet/Imams. Moula is also used in Holy Quran when
denouncing the fake imams and sins leading to Fire as well as those destined to Fire trying
to looking for assistance from their associates, without success, from the wrath of Allahazwj
(22:13, 44:41 and 57:15).
In summary, Moula either means Master/Guardian (Allah azwj and Hisazwj Divine Authoritiesas)
or when Allah denounces the fake imams and sinners who will try to assist each other
against the Decree of Allahazwj.

Introduction:
We will try to better understand the meanings of the word ‘Moula’ as Revealed in the Holy
Quran in order to eliminate the ambiguity caused by its, linguistic use, as found in the Arabic
dictionaries. There are about 13 Holy Verses which refer to the word ‘Moula’ and its
derivative (i.e., singular, plural forms), we will review these Verses in the following
paragraphs:

َتَ َم ْوََلنَا
ََ ْ( أَنChapter 2, Verse 286)
ِ ََل ي َكلِّف اللَّه نَ ْفسا إََِّل وسعها ۖ ََلا ما َكسبت وعلَي ها ما ا ْكتَسبت ۖ ربَّنَا ََل تُؤ
اخ ْذنَا
َ
ََ ْ ُ
َ َ ْ َ َ ْ ََ َ َ
َ ْ ََ
ً ُ ُ ُ
ِ َّ
ِ
ِ
ين ِم ْن قَ ْبلِنَا ۖ َربَّنَا
ْ إِ ْن نَسينَا أ َْو أ
ْ َِخطَأْنَا ۖ َربَّنَا َوََل ََْتم ْل َعلَْي نَا إ
َ صًرا َك َما َمحَْلتَهُ َعلَى الذ
ِ
صْرنَا َعلَى
ََ ْف َعنَّا َوا ْغ ِفْر لَنَا َو ْار َمحْنَا ۖ أَن
ُ َوََل َُتَ ِّم ْلنَا َما ََل طَاقَةَ لَنَا بِه ۖ َو ْاع
ُ ْت َ َم ْوََلنَا فَان
ِالْ َقوِم الْ َكاف
ِ
}286{ ين
ر
ْ
َ
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(Allah Said): “Allah does not Encumber a soul except to its capacity. For it would be what it
earned and against it would be what it earned”. (The Rasool said): ‘Our Lord! Do not Seize
us if we forget or we make a mistake. Our Lord! And do not Load upon us a burden like
what You Loaded upon those from before us. Our Lord! And do not Load upon us what we
have no strength for us with it; and Pardon (our sins) for us and have Mercy on us.
‘

ََم ْوََلنَا
َ ْ ’أَنYou are our Master, therefore Help us against the Kafir people’. [2:286]
َت

َ( َم ْوََل ُك ْمChapter 3, Verse 150)
ِ ب ِل اللَّه موََل ُكم ۖ وهو خي ر الن
ِ
}150{ ين
ر
َّاص
َ
َُْ َ ُ َ ْ ْ َ ُ َ
(’اللَّهُ َم ْوََل ُك ْمAllah is your Guardian) and He is the best of the helpers [3:150]

But, ‘

ََْحق
َ ( َم ْوََل ُه ُمَالChapter 6, Verse 62)
ِ ْ احل ْكم وهو أَسرع
ِ
}62{ ني
ُ َ ْ َ ُ َ ُ ُْ ُْحقَ ۖ أَََل لَه
َ ِاحلَاسب
َ ُُثَّ ُرُّدوا إِ َىل اللَّه َم ْوََل ُه ُمَال
احلَ ِّق
ْ  ’ َم ْوََل ُه ُمtheir True Master; Indeed, for Him is the

Then they are returned to Allah, ‘

Decision and He is the swiftest of the Reckoners [6:62]

َّ ( أChapter 8, Verse 40)
ََم ْوََل ُك ْم
َ ََنَاللَّه
ِ َن اللَّه موََل ُكم ۖ نِعم الْموَ ٰىل ونِعم الن
}40{ َُّصري
ْ ََوإِ ْن تَ َولَّْوا ف
َ ْ َ ْ َ َ ْ ْ ْ َ َ َّ اعلَ ُموا أ
And if they turn back, then know that

َّ ( أAllah is your Guardian); most
َن اللَّهَ َم ْوََل ُك ْم

excellent is the Guardian and most excellent the Helper [8:40]
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َم ْوََلنَا
َ ( ُه َوChapter 9, Verse 51)
ِ ِ
}51{ ب اللَّهُ لَنَا ُه َو َم ْوََلنَا ۖ َو َعلَى اللَّ ِه فَلْيَتَ َوَّك ِل الْ ُم ْؤِمنُو َن
َ َقُ ْل لَ ْن يُصيبَ نَا إََّل َما َكت
( ’ ُه َو َم ْوََلنَاHe is our Master),

Say: ‘It will never befall us except what Allah Ordains for us. ‘
and upon Allah do the Momineen rely’ [9:51]

ِ
َْحق
َ َم ْوََل ُه ُمَال
َ ( اللَّهChapter 10, Verse 30)
ِ
ٍ ك تَْب لُو ُك ُّل نَ ْف
ض َّل َعْن ُه ْم َما َكانُوا
ْ ت ۖ َوُرُّدوا إِ َىل اللَّ ِه َم ْوََل ُه ُم
َ ُهنَال
َ احلَ ِّق ۖ َو
ْ َسلَ َف
ْ س َما أ
}30{ يَ ْفتَ ُرو َن
That is where every soul shall become acquainted with what it sent before, and they
would be returned to,

( اللَِّه َم ْوََل ُه ُم ا ْحلَ ِّقAllah their true Master), and it be lost from them

what they had been fabricating [10:30]

َ( ال َْم ْولَىChapter 22, Verse 13)
ِب ِم ْن نَ ْفعِ ِه ۖ لَبِْئس الْموَ ٰىل ولَب
}13{ ُس الْ َع ِشري
ئ
ْ
َ يَ ْدعُو لَ َم ْن
ُ ضُّرهُ أَقْ َر
َ َ َْ َ
( ’الْ َم ْوَ ٰىلthe guardian)

He supplicates to one whose harm is nearer than his benefit. Evil is ‘
and evil is the associate [22:13]

َ( َ َم ْوََل ُك َْم & ال َْم ْولَىChapter 22, Verse 78)
ِ
ِِ ِ
ِ
َاجتَبَا ُك ْم َوَما َج َع َل َعلَْي ُك ْم ِِف الدِّي ِن ِم ْن َحَرٍج ۖ ِملَّة
ْ َو َجاه ُدوا ِِف اللَّه َح َّق ج َهاده ۖ ُه َو
ِ ِ ِ
ِِ
يدا َعلَْي ُك ْم
ُ الر ُس
َّ ني ِم ْن قَْب ُل َوِِف َٰه َذا لِيَ ُكو َن
ً ول َش ِه
َ يم ۖ ُه َو ََسَّا ُك ُم الْ ُم ْسلم
َ أَبي ُك ْم إبْ َراه
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ِ
ِ
ِ
َّ الص ََلةَ َوآتُوا
ِ َوتَ ُكونُوا ُش َه َداءَ َعلَى الن
ۖ َم ْوََل ُك َْم
َّ يموا
َ الزَكاةَ َو ْاعتَص ُموا بِاللَّه ُه َو
ُ َّاس ۖ فَأَق
ِ فَنِعم الْمولَىَ ونِعم الن
}78{ َُّصري
َ ْ َ َْ َ ْ
And strive hard in (the Way of) Allah, with a striving which He is Rightful of. He Chose you
and did not Make any hardship upon you in the Religion, being a sect of your father
Ibrahim. He named you all as the Muslims from before. And regarding this, the Rasool
happens to be a witness upon you, and you happen to be witnesses upon the people.

’ َم ْوََل ُك ْم

Therefore, establish the Salat and give the Zakat, and adhere with Allah, He is ‘

( ’الْ َم ْوَ ٰىلthe Master), and Excellent is the Helper! [22:78]

(your Master). So, Excellent is ‘

َم ْولًى
َ ً( َم ْولChapter 44, Verse 41)
َ ىَع ْن
}41{ صُرو َن
َ يَ ْوَم ََل يُ ْغ ِِن َم ْوًىل َع ْن َم ْوًىل َشْيئًا َوََل ُه ْم يُْن
A Day, neither will ‘ ’ َم ْوًىلan associate avail anything from ‘ ’ َم ْوًىلan associate (against the
Punishment of Allah), nor would they be helped [44:41]

َم ْولَى
َ َ( اللَّهChapter 47, Verse 11)
ِ َّ َن اللَّه موَىل الَّ ِذين آمنوا وأ
ِ َ َِٰذل
}11{ ين ََل َم ْوَ ٰىل ََلُ ْم
ْ َ َ َّ ك بأ
َ َُ َ
َ َن الْ َكاف ِر
That is because Allah is the Guardian of those who believe, and that the Kafirs, there is no
Guardian for them [47:11]

َ( َم ْوََل ُك ْمChapter 57, Verse 15)
ِ َّفَالْي وم ََل ي ؤخ ُذ ِمْن ُكم فِ ْدية وََل ِمن ال
َِّار ۖ ِهي َم ْوََل ُك ْم ۖ َوب
ْ
س
ئ
ن
ال
م
ك
ا
و
أ
م
ۖ
ا
و
ر
ف
ك
ين
ذ
ُ
َ
َ
ْ
َ ُْ َ ْ َ
َ
ُ
َ
َ
َ َ َ ْ
ُ
ُ
َ
َ
ِ الْم
}15{ ُصري
َ
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So today, neither will ransom be taken from you nor from those who committed Kufr. Your
abode is the Fire. It is your guardian, and evil is the destination [57:15]

َ( َم ْوََل ُك ْمChapter 66, Verse 2)
ِقَ ْد فَرض اللَّه لَ ُكم ََِتلَّةَ أَْْيانِ ُكم ۖ واللَّه موََل ُكم ۖ وهو الْعل
ِ احل
}2{ يم
ك
يم
ْ
َ
ْ ُ َ َ
ُ
ُ َ ََُ ْ َْ ُ َ ْ َ
 ’ َواللَّهُ َم ْوََل ُك ْمand Allah is your

Allah has Imposed for you all a dissolution of your oaths, ‘
Guardian, and He is the Knowing, the Wise [66:2]

َُه َوَ َم ْوََلَه
ُ َ( اللَّهChapter 66, Verse 4)
ِ َّإِ ْن تَتُوبا إِ َىل الل
ِت قُلُوب ُكما ۖ وإ
ِْ اهرا َعلَْي ِه فَِإ َّن اللَّهَ ُهو َم ْوََلهُ وِج
يل
ْب
ظ
ت
ن
غ
ص
د
ق
ف
ه
َ
ْ
َ
ْ
َ
َ
َ
ْ
َ
َ
ُ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ُ
ِ
ِ و
ِِ
}4{ ك ظَ ِهري
َ ني ۖ َوالْ َم ََلئِ َكةُ بَ ْع َد َٰذل
َ صال ُح الْ ُم ْؤمن
ََ
If you both repent to Allah, then He has Inclined both your hearts, and if you back each

ِ  ’هو موََله وِج ِْبيل وHe is his Guardian,
َ َ ُ ْ َ ُ َْ َُ
ُ صال ُح

ِِ
other against him, then surely Allah, ‘ني
َ الْم ْؤمن

and (so are) Jibraeel and the corrector of the Momineen; and the Angels after that are
backers [66:4]

8 out of 9

Moula – Its Meanings – from Quran

www.hubeali.com

APPENDIX I:
Allahazwj Commands Believers to Respect His Prophetsaww

ِ َّ
ني يَ َد ِي اللَّ ِه َوَر ُسولِِه ۖ َواتَّ ُقوا اللَّهَ ۖ إِ َّن اللَّهَ ََِسيع َعلِيم
َ ْ َِّموا ب
ُ ين َآمنُوا ََل تُ َقد
َ يَا أَيُّ َها الذ

}49:1{

O you those who believe! Do not precede in front of Allah and His Rasool, and fear Allah,
surely He is Hearing, Knowing [49:1]

ِ َّ
ِ
َِّب َوََل ََْت َهُروا لَهُ بِالْ َق ْوِل َك َج ْه ِر
ِّ ِص ْوت الن
ْ ين َآمنُوا ََل تَ ْرفَعُوا أ
َ َص َواتَ ُك ْم فَ ْو َق
َ يَا أَيُّ َها الذ
ِ بع
ٍ ض ُك ْم لِبَ ْع
}2{ ن
َ َض أَ ْن ََْتب
َ ط أ َْع َمالُ ُك ْم َوأَنْتُ ْم ََل تَ ْشعُُرو
َْ
O you those who believe! Do not raise your voices above the voice of the Prophet, and do
not be loud to him with the talk like the loudness of some of you to the others, lest your
deeds become Nullified while you are not aware [49:2]

ِ َّ ِول اللَّ ِه أُوٰلَئ
ِ إِ َّن الَّ ِذين ي غُضُّو َن أَصواتَهم عِْن َد رس
ين ْامتَ َح َن اللَّهُ قُلُوبَ ُه ْم لِلتَّ ْق َو ٰى ۖ ََلُ ْم
َ
ََ
َُ
ْ ُ َْ
َ ك الذ
ِ م ْغ ِفرة وأَجر ع
}3{ ظيم
َ ْ َ َ َ
Surely those who are lowering their voices in the presence of Rasool-Allah, they are those
whose hearts Allah has Tested for piety. They shall have Forgiveness and a Mighty
Recompense [49:3]

}4{

ِ إِ َّن الَّ ِذين ي نادونَك ِمن ور
ِ احلجر
ات أَ ْكثَ ُرُه ْم ََل يَ ْع ِقلُو َن
اء
ْ
َ ُ ُ َ َ ْ َ ُ َُ َ

Surely, those who are calling out to you from behind the chambers, most of them are not
using their intellects [49:4]

}5{

صبَ ُروا َح َّ َّٰت ََتُْر َج إِلَْي ِه ْم لَ َكا َن َخْي ًرا ََلُ ْم ۖ َواللَّهُ َغ ُفور َرِحيم
َ َولَ ْو أَنَّ ُه ْم

And had they been patient until you came out to them, it would have been better for
them, and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful [49:5]
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