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In the Name of Allah-22%i the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah22% Lord-22% of the Worlds, and Blessing be
upon our Chief Muhammad-=2*" and his*%% Purified Progeny-¥s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Sajdah (Prostration) on a Tablet of Karbala (Why?)

Sajdah (52~ -prostration, its plural Sujid - >+=%), is to bow down on earth in reverence and
submission to Allah#%, For example, Allah?¥i Says in Holy Quran:
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And when We said: “Enter this town, so eat from it plentifully wherever you so desire to,
135 U 1443157 and enter the gate in Sajdah, and be saying, ‘Hitta’. We will Forgive you (for)
your wrongs and would Increase (for) the good doers” [2:58]

The righteous ones from the Bani Israel (the nation of Prophet Musa®°), were Commanded by
Allah?™i to prostrate (perform Sajdah) on the earth at the door of ‘Hitta’ to show their
submission and reverence to Allah®", There are several Ahadith which state that the earth
is a purifier and the preferred place of Sajdah, e.g.,
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‘From Abu Ja’far®%s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah™®"% said: ‘The earth has been Made to be a
Masjid (place of Sajdah) for me¥ and a purifier’ — the Hadeeth” .

o ofl 18558 a8 1 R 3 TR o 1 Gl e aBE 1 B 0 e 3t e dlad 5 Yl s
25N JAY 5 0 Elas QWS JB 16 o i 5 B s 5 s 8 SR 3 A3 1 R 5 e ) g e Ll

A sl g gl G

1 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 77 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 12 H 1 (Chapters on uncleanness and its purifiers)
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‘From Jabir™ Bin Abdullah™, from the Prophet™®"% having said: ‘Allah?*¥ the Exalted Said:
“I*2wi have Made for you "W and for yours®% community, the earth, all of it as a Masjid, and
its soil as a purifier” — the Hadeeth” .2

Sajdah is not allowed except upon the dust of earth, or upon what
the earth grows, excluding that which is eaten or worn
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‘I said to Abu Abdullah®Ys (Imam Jafar Sadiq®"*), ‘Inform me about what the Prostrations
(Sajud) are allowed upon, and about what it is not allowed?’

He%s said: ‘The Prostrations are not allowed except upon the earth or upon what the earth
grows on, excluding what is eaten or worn (originating from the earth)’. So, | said to him=s"s,
‘May | be sacrificed for you@*s! What is the reason with regards to that?’

He " said: ‘Because the Prostration, it is the humbleness to Allah®*¥ Mighty and Majestic,
so it is not befitting that it should happen upon what is eaten or worn, because the sons of
the world are enslaved to what they are eating and they are wearing, and (when) the
prostrator in his Prostration, (he) is in the worship of Allah®%¥ the High, therefore it is not
befitting that he should place his forehead during his Prostration upon a thing which the sons
of the world are enslaved to, and have been deceived by its deception. And the Prostration
upon the earth is the most preferable, because it reaches in the reverence and the
humbleness to Allah?* Mighty and Majestic’.?
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‘One of the people of Al-Madain wrote to Abu Al-Hassan®"Y* asking him2s*s about the Prayer
upon the glass. He said, ‘So when | had written my letter to him?5¥$, so | thought to myself, ‘It
is from what the earth grows, and it was not for me that | should be asking him?s¥s about it’.

2 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 77 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 12 H 2 (Chapters on uncleanness and its purifiers)
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Page 3 of 6




‘Sajdah (Prostration) on Tablet of Karbala (Why?) www.hubeali.com

He said, ‘So he™"s wrote back: ‘Do not Pray upon the glass, for you have discussed it within
yourself that it is from the growth of the earth. So it is, from what the earth grows, but it is
from the sand and the salt, and they have both been metamorphosed’.*

Allah22i Blessed the dust of Karbala and Elevated its Status

The dust of Karbala is the most blessed and sanctified earth, hence followers of Ahl Al-Byat?s"s
prefer to perform Sajdah on a tablet made out from the dust of Karbala. See for example,
three Ahadith reporting that Allah®*¥ Decided to elevate and Bless the dust of Karbala when
these humbled and submitted to the Will of the High and Exalted 2,
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Abu Al-Abbas Al-Kufi told me on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn Abi al-Khattab on the authority
of Abi Saeed al-Asfari on the authority of Amr ibn Thabit, who from his father who said:

Abi Jaffar?¥s (Imam Mohammed Baqir®"*) said: Allah??¥i Created, blessed and sanctified the
land of Karbala twenty-four thousand years before He®*"i Created the Kabah. Hence it was
blessed and sanctified before the creation of any created being and it will remain this way
until Allah? Raises it to Paradise and appoints it as the best land in Paradise. It will be the
best abode in Paradise in which Allah?¥ will Make His®*" friends abide.”
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Muhammad bin Jaafar Al-Qurashi Al-Razzaz narrated to me, on the authority of Muhammad bin Al-Husayn bin
Abi Al-Khattab, on the authority of Abi Saeed, on the authority of some of his men. Abi Al-Jaroud said:

Ali Ibn Hussain@"s said: Allah®*" Chose the land of Karbala as a safe and blessed sanctuary
twenty-four thousand years before He created the land of the Kabah and chose it as a
sanctuary. When Allah, the blessed and exalted, shall shake the earth and move it on
Judgment Day, Karbala and its dust will ascend while it will be shining and pure. It will be
placed in the best of the gardens and dwellings in Paradise. No one but the prophets and
messengers — or he said the Ulul Azm from among the messengers — shall dwell in it. Indeed,
it will shine among the gardens of Paradise like a shining star shines among the stars for the
people of the earth. And its radiating light will blur the vision of the inhabitants of Paradise.
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And it shall cry out, “l am the sanctified, the blessed and the purified land of Allah, which held
the body of the Chief of the Martyrs and the Leader of the Youth of Paradise.”®
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My father told me, on the authority of Ali bin Ibrahim bin Hashim, on the authority of his father, on the authority
of Muhammad bin Ali. It was narrated that Safwan Al-Jamal said: | heard:

Abu Abd Allah®"s said: Indeed Allah®**l has Elevated some lands and water streams above
others. Some of them boasted to others and some transgressed and they were punished for
not being humble to Allah?, So, Allah®*¥ Empowered the polytheists over (the land of)
Kabah and made Zamzam water salty, which ruined its taste. Indeed the land of Karbala and
Euphrates water were the first land and flowing water which glorified Allah?¥, the blessed
and exalted. So Allah?? Blessed them and said to the Land of Karbala, “Speak of that with
which the Almighty Allah®*" has Honoured you (with), for indeed the lands and the waters
have boasted to one another.”

The Land of Karbala said: | am the sacred and blessed land of Allah-?"i, Cure has been placed
in my dust and water said | am not arrogant. Rather, | am humble and humiliated before
HeWi (the One Lord) who has Blessed me. | do not boast to those who are lower to me in
rank. On the contrary, | am thankful to Allah-2%,

So Allah®™i Honoured it, Increased His?¥ blessing on it for its humility and rewarded it with
(the nearby burial of) Imam Husain®"“s and his®%“ companions. Imam Sadig®"“* added,
“Allah2?i Elevates those who humble themselves before Him#" and He?"i Degrades those
who are arrogant.”’

Merits of Tasbeeh (Rosary) made out of dust of Karbala
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‘Abu Al-Hassan Musa@"* said: ‘Our?"s Shias are not needless from four — from a ‘Khumrah’
(straw mat/Mohr) for praying Salat upon it, and a ring to be wearing it, and a toothbrush he
brushes the teeth with, and a rosary (Tasbeeh) from the clay of the grave of Al-Husayn3sws
wherein are thirty-three grains (beads), when he turns it doing Zikr of Allah-2%, Allah-*" will
Write forty good deeds being for him with every seed (bead), and when he turns it carelessly
vainly with it, Allah?? will Write twenty good deeds for him”.2

Abbreviations:

saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla

asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam

8 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 73 - The book of Etiquettes - Ch 18 H48 /7
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