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Shirk or Intercession

Superficial analysis of the Holy Quran would be deterimental for one’s Eman. It is very
important to develop its deep understanding, without it one may be mislead upon
applying his own intellect to interpret Quranic Verses or following someone else’
opinion. For these reasons, we have no other means but to approach ‘those’ who are
referred to as ‘Ulul Amr/Rasikh ul-ImlI'* in Holy Quran (21:7 and 16:43). In this brief
article, we shall see, whoever asks for help, either from the enemies of Allah®" (i.e.,
Iblis) or from those who have not been blessed with a Divine Status, commits an act of
‘Shirk’. And certainly not that who seeks help through His®" humble servants (The
Prophet®"" and His successors®*"®), the latter approach referees to ‘Wasilla or
Tawassul’. There is a difference in Shirk and ‘Wasilla/Tawassul’ (intercession), which
we would like to highlight through Quranic Verses and Ahadith. We start with a Noble
Hadith of Imam Jafar-e-Sadigq®™"*:
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It is written in Kanzul Fawaid by Karajaki that once Imam Jafar-e-Sadig®*"® was eating

food with Abu Hanifa and after finisning, Imam Jafar-e-Sadig®*"* expressed gratitude like
this: “I thank Allah®" who is the Sustainer of All Worlds, O Allah®" this was a blessing
from You®" as well as from Your Prophet®*"".” Upon hearing this Abu Hanifa said: “O
Abu AbdAllah®"®! You have include ‘someone else’ along with Allah®".”

Imam Jafar-e-Sadig®™"* replied: “ Be Careful! Allah®*" Says in His Book(9:59): “If only
they had been content with what Allah and His Messe  nger had gave them, and
had said, "Sufficient unto us is Allah! Allah and H is Messenger will soon give us
out of their Kindness

And at another place Allah®" Says (9:74)% “...... And they only stayed in opposition
because Allah and His Messenger enriched them out o f His grace .....;.
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After listening to these Verses from Imam Jafar-e-Sadig®"®, Abu Hanifa said: “By
Allah®"1 It seems | have never read or heard someone reciting these Verses of the holy
Quran before.”

Imam Jafar-e-Sadig®"* said: “No, its not like this! You have not only heard these Verses
before but also have read them. However, Allah®" Says for you and people like you
(47:24): “Will they then not meditate on the Qur'an, or are there locks on the
hearts?” and Says (83:14)>: “Nay, but that which they have earned is rust upo n
their hearts.

Skirk and Wasillah
There are several Verses in Holy Quran where use of ‘Wasillah/Tawassul’ has been
suggested and applied. We present some of those below.
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O ye who believe! Do your duty to Allah, seek the m  eans of approach unto Him,
and strive with might and main in his cause: that y € may prosper.
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Allah is He besides Whom there is no god, the Everl iving, the Self-subsisting by
Whom all subsist; slumber does not overtake Him nor sleep; whatever is in the
heavens and whatever is in the earth is His; who is he that can intercede with Him
but by His permission? He knows what is before them and what is behind them,
and they cannot comprehend anything out of His know ledge except what He
pleases, His knowledge extends over the heavens and the earth, and the
preservation of them both tires Him not, and He is the Most High, the Great.

There are several other Verses which suggest use of ‘Wasillah’, i.e.

“On that day shall no intercession avail except of him whom the Beneficent God
allows and whose word He is pleased with” (20:109)

* “And intercession will not avail aught with Him s ave of him whom He permits”
(34:23)

* “And how many an angel is there in the heavens wh  ose intercession does not
avail at all except after Allah has given permissio n to whom He pleases and
chooses” (53:26)

* “...And they do not intercede except for him whom H e approves...” (21:28)

* “And those whom they call upon besides Him have n o authority for intercession,

but he who bears witness of the truth and they know (him)” (43:86)

“We did not send a messenger but that he should be obeyed by Allah’s
permission; and had they, when they had done injust ice to themselves, come to
you and asked Allah’s forgiveness; and the messenge r (also) had asked pardon
for them, surely, they would have found Allah oft-r eturning, merciful” (4:64)".
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Thus it has been made clear that the presence of the Prophet of Allah®*" has been a
way for the people to seek forgiveness (through him?s"s).

Wilayat and not Shirk

D8Iy b’y BT (st Sl () sh (ol 1 55l oy ALy At 2005 L)
There is no sustainer except Allah who is your Wali , along with His Prophet and those Momineen
who establish prayers and offer Zigaat (Alms) inth e state of Bowing'. (5: 55)

And also Allah®" has clearly Warned:
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And it is not appropriate for a believing man or a believing woman, when Allah
and His messenger have decided an affair (for them) , that they should (after that)

claim any say in their affair; and whosoever is reb ellious to Allah and His
messenger, he is indeed on a clearly wrong Path.

Help from an Enemy of Allah  #" is Shirk:

Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq®*"* said about the verse (12:106):
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And most of them believe not in Allah without assoc lating (other as partners) with
Him! This verse is for those people who submitted to Iblis® and then kept on following
him in ignornace and thus the element of Shirk crawled into them.®

In another tradition, Imam AbuAbullah®"* said: the Verse (12:106): And most of them
do not believe in Allah without associating others (with Him) . Imam®"* explained
that this verse refers to the ‘Shirk in obdience’ (Shirk Tayat) and not to the ‘Shirk in
worship’ (Shirk Ibada) and the Verse (22:11): ) )
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And among men is he who worships Allah (standing) o  n the verge... Imam®"®
replied this verse was descended for a single person but it applied to all those who

followed him. | asked: Will that who takes an Imam someone else instead of those

® Babul Shirk, hadith 3, chapter 297 (vol. 4, 370)
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And among men is he who serves Allah (standing) on the verge, so that if good befalls him he
is satisfied therewith, but if a trial afflict him he turns back headlong; he loses this world as
well as the hereafter; that is a manifest loss.
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asws

Nominated by Allah®** would fall under this Verse? Imam
sometimes even all those who follow him.®

replied: Yes, just him or

8 Babul Shirk, hadith 4, chapter 297 (vol. 4, 370)



