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Tattoos and Tattooing

Introduction:

In pre-Islamic culture, women used to tattoo other women as part of their make-up or as part of
religious rituals (un-Islamic), this was forbidden by the Prophet*®"" of Islam. Tattoos are created
from piercing body parts with needles while injecting colours other than the natural skin colour.
This would permanently decolour the skin.

Tattooing, these days, has become a fashion and is practised by both genders, Ahaidth 2-5,
below forbid the tattooing. For more information on tattooing of pictures of animals, living
beings, strange creatures and signs, which are surely forbidden, please see:
(http://hubeali.com/images/newimg/Pictures-Portraits-Statues-Music-Singing-and-Games.pdf).

The problem with tattooing Holy Names and/or Verses is that one cannot remove them (the
permanent tattoos) upon becoming ‘Najis’ (in the state of impurity), so it would imply certain
restrictions for its bearer which are difficult to comply with, as per several Ahadith, see, for
example the following Hadith:
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Mohammed ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed from al-Hussain ibn Sayd fro Hammad ibn Isa,
who from Al-Hussain ibn Al-Mukhtar, who from Abu Basir, who has said the following:

‘I once asked Abu Abd Allah®%, about the one who read from a copy of Al-Mushaf (the Book)
without having the Wuzu. The Imam replied: It is not harmful, but one must not touch the Book
in such condition.”?

Also, instructions regarding in removal of the finger rings, engraved with the Holy names, in the
state of impurity, please visit:

(http://hubeali.com/images/newimg/Wearing-Rings.pdf)

Below, we have translated some Ahadith, all the other Ahadith which convey the similar
meanings are given, in the Arabic text, in Appendix.

'Al-Kafi, Vol. 3, H. 4024, 51:,3:z N
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn abu Abd Allah from his father from Mohammed ibn Sinan
from Abd Allah ibn Sinan who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah™"s has said that the Messenger of Allah*®"¥" has cursed tattooing persons and
those (women) who are tattooed, those who raise the price of a piece of goods for sale without
the intention to buy and those who agree to such act’.?
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And from Qatada who said, ‘When Iblees™ went down, Adam™ said: ‘O Lord?2%! He™ has been
cursed. What is his™ knowledge?’ Allah®™i replied: ‘The magic’. He® asked: ‘What is his™
reading?’ Allah?™i replied: ‘The poetry’. He® asked: ‘What is his'® writing?’ Allah?i replied:
‘The Tatoos’. He® asked: ‘What is his™ food?’ Allah®¥ replied: ‘Every corpse (dead) and on
which the Name of Allah®?"i has not been mentioned’. He'® asked: ‘What is his™ drink?’ Allah
azwj replied: ‘Every intoxicant’. He® asked: ‘Where is his™ dwelling place? Allah?™ replied: ‘The
bath’. He™ asked: ‘Where is his™ sitting (place)?’ Allah®" replied: ‘The markets’. He™® asked:
‘What is his™ voice?’ Allah®" replied: ‘The flute’. He asked: ‘What are his™ traps?’ Allah-22%
replied: ‘The women’.2
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And from Ibn Abbas who said, ‘The Messenger of Allah %W said:

‘When Adam™ descended, with knowledge and he® would also learn from the Books and the
Messengers?s, Iblees™ said to his Lord?™i the High, ‘O Lord?™, What were the Books and the
Messengers?’ He®™ Said: ‘The Messengers were the Angels and the Prophets (from Me32%i),
and the Books were the Torah, and the Evangel, and the Psalms, and the Furgan’. He™ said, ‘And

2 Al-Kafi, vol, 5, H. 10193, Ch. 190, h, 13, 554 : 40 ..... gl 559 5 Lg&J\
3 Bihar ul Anwaar — Volume 60 — Hadeeth 172
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what is my book?’ Allah#" replied: ‘Your book (writing) are the Tattoos, and your reading is the
poetry, and your messengers are the soothsayers, and your food is that on which Allah??"'s
Name is not mentioned, and your drink is every intoxicant, and your charity is the lie, and your
house is the (public) bath, and your entrapments are the women, and your Muezzin (Caller) is
the flute, and your mosque are the market places’.*

(4)

It is written in Figh Al-Reza®"s that Prophet Mohammed"¥ has cursed seven (types of people)
to the point that he said: ‘And the tattooed on her hand’.”®

(5)
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‘Abu Abdullah™®"* looked at a man who was coming out from the bathhouse dyed of both hands. Abu
Abdullah®"s said to him: ‘Would it have made you happy if Allah®* Might and Majestic had Created your
hands like this?’
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He said, ‘No, by Allah?®, and rather | have done that because it has reached me from you (Imams2s)
that the one who enters the bathhouse, let him apply at the end of it, meaning the Henna'.

[ as

S el e 3 5 pledy 0 80s

’C/ \;\Jawmsw ,.A.JJLu

He™®"s said: ‘It isn’'t where you are going (with it)! The meaning of that is, whenever one of you comes out
from the bathhouse, and he is safe, let him pray two Cycles of Salat in thanks (appreciation)”.®

4 Bihar ul Anwaar — Volume 60 — Hadeeth 173
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6 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 73 - The book of Etiquettes-Ch 3 H 6 a
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Appendix: References on Tattooing:
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