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The ‘Isms’ (Name) of Allah= is only for Allah-22"

Summary:

We only know Allah?®" the way, He®% Introduces Himself??, i.e., ‘Raheem’, ‘Kareem’,
‘Hakeem’, ‘Baseer’, at other places, Allah®"¥ also Mentions His?¥ ‘Ism’ (name) in the form
of a noun, i.e., ‘Rahman’, Jabbar’, ‘Kahhar’, in all these names, His®" qualities are praised
and reflected. However, He®®" has Names (Isms), which refer to His-Self?*" e.g., as ‘Howa’,
‘Allah’ - the Names which are exclusively for His-Self?¥ and are Forbidden for other than
Him@2w,
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Imam@%s (Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir®%s) replied, when one person said, 'O son of the
messenger of Allah®%, inform me what is the meaning of ) o) & 'In the Name of

Allah-#% the Beneficent the Merciful?' (Imam) Ali®"* bin Al-Husayns"s said: 'My father2sws
narrated to me from his brother?%s, who from the Commander of the Faithful®“* that a
man stood up and asked, 'O Commander of the Faithful®"s, inform me about 'In the Name
of Allah the Beneficent the Merciful, what is the meaning of it?' He™®"* replied: 'The Word
'Allah' is the Greatest of the Names of Allah®¥ and it is a Name which is not for anyone
other than Allah-®*%, and cannot be for any of the creatures.'?

In another Hadith, Amir Al-Momineen?*"s explains:
NEH oF A B ST OTA) ST 266 Q63 5 B8 o e b Lo Tas T 40 2085 s 4,6 00 G 428 e B G 55 I

He3%s said: ‘And as for His®*"l Words: Do you know for Him a (similar) Name? [19:65]. Its
interpretation is, ‘Do you know of anyone whose name is ‘Allah’ apart from Allah® Blessed
and Exalted?’ Therefore, beware of interpreting the Quran by your opinions until you
understanding it from the Scholars?s%s|
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‘

Sometimes the Revelation resembles with speech of the ,MH’ people, but it is Speech of
Allah?™, and its interpretation does not resemble speech of the people, just as there isn’t
anything from His®" creation resembling Him?¥, like nothing from Actions of the Exalted
resembles actions of the people, nor does anything from His?*" Speech resembles with

speech of the people. (An extract)?

How to recognise Allah#"? There are several Ahadith, for example, Imam Al-Sadig®"s has
explained:
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The Imam™*"s said: ‘And it is what a man said to Al-Sadiq@*", ‘O son*"* of Rasool-Allah=a"¥,
point me to Allah®*¥, What is He*? The disputers have frequented upon me and confused

me’. So, he®%s said to him: ‘O Abdullah! Have you ever sailed a ship at all?’ He said, ‘Yes'.
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So, he™®"s said: ‘Has it ever capsized with you where there was neither a (another) ship to
rescue you nor could swimming (to the shore) have availed you?’ He said, ‘Yes'.
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He%s said: ‘So did your heart feel during that state that there is something from the things
which is able upon finishing you off from your predicament?’ He said, ‘Yes'.
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Al-Sadig™"s said: ‘So that is the thing. He®™ is Allah?¥, the One#" Able upon the rescuing
where there is no rescuer, and upon Helping where there is no helper’.*

Introduction:

We can never understand our Creator, Allah®%, those who try to describe Allah®"i through
analogies or through their own interpretation of Holy Verse and Ahadith, claiming to have
solved the mysteries of the hidden and esoteric knowledge, end up falling more into the
unchartered waters of the dark oceans.

The speech of Allah®"i (Holy Verses) is not like the speech of Human beings, as Amir ul-
Momineen Ali®"s [bn Abi Talib@%s explained to a man:

SRS PHEREIE A Tk [P LR W R Sty

‘(In a reply to) a heretic claiming contradiction in the Quran, Amir Al-Momineen Ali®*"s Bin
Abu Talib™®"Ys said to him: ‘Beware of interpreting the Quran by your opinion until you
understand it from the knowledgeable oness, for it is such that the Lord??* Revealed it in
a Speech of the humans, and it is the Speech of Allah®". And its explanation cannot be
resembled with the speech of the humans just as there isn’t anything from His?% creatures
resembling Him3W (an extract).

‘Similarly, interpretation by opinion is Absolutely Forbidden, as there is no leeway for
people to interpret the Holy Verses as per their opinion and understandings (Tafseer Bil
Ra'yi) but to seek the meanings of the Quran as well as Ahadith through the Ahadith:
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Ali@Ws Bin Musa Al-Reza®"s, from his@"s forefathers?"s, from Amir Al-Momineen®"s, who
says: ‘Allah®™i Said: “He has not believed in Me?™¥, the one who interprets My?* Speech
by his opinion, and he has not recognised Me?* the one who resembles Me#" with My2%i
creatures, and he is not upon My Religion, the one who utilises the analogy in My

” 6

Religion”’.

Also, Quranic Verses cannot be interpreted through other Quranic Verses but through
Ahadith, e.g.,
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah™?"Ys having said: ‘My 2% father?"“s said: ‘A man
will not strike the Quran, part of it with a part (explaining one Verse by the other), except he
has disbelieved”.”

Ghulat’s Interpretation of the {:.11 <=1 ’(Beautiful Names) of Allah?**"s;

Some of Allah®i‘s names, in the meanings of His®" qualities (adjective) are also used by
His?? creation but in different meanings. Imam Ali Al-Reza®"s says: Allah?™¥ has given
some of His®" names to His®% creation so that they understand His®" Commands, but
the meanings of these names are different. The meaning of the same ‘Ism’ is different for
Him3% as compared to the ones which are applied to His®" servants, even though the
‘Ism’ is the same. (Full text of the Hadith is given in Appendix I).

Imam Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza™®"* says:
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So, when ‘0s)&" (Ghulat - the exaggerators) as well as the beliers saw that from His??W

Names, and they had heard us®"“ narrating about Allah?? that there is nothing like
Him?™, and there is nothing from the creation in His®" State, they said, ‘Inform us, when
you"“s claim that there is no example for Allah®%, nor is there any resemblance for
Him22i,

Then how come you™" participate (share) in His?" ‘s.d) s’ (Beautiful Names), so
you%s were called by all of them ( s! «1)? Surely, in that there is evidence that you%s

are like Him#% in all of His®™ states or in some of them without the others (swd! <),

since™®"Ys good names are gathered for you2s"s,
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(Imam™%s says): It would be said to them, ‘Allah??¥ the Blessed and Exalted, Necessitated
the servants with having names from His*" upon different meanings, and that is just as one
gathers the one name having different meanings, and the evidence upon that are the
common words of the people allowed with them, and it is which Allah?** Addressed the
creatures with. So, He* Spoke to them with what they are speaking with in order for it to
become an argument upon them regarding the wastage of what they are wasting.
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So, it is said for the man, (he is) a dog, and a donkey, and a bull, and sweet, and bitter, and a
lion. All of that is upon different to him and his state. The Name does not fall upon its
meaning which it had been built upon, because the human being is neither a lion, nor a dog.
Therefore understand that, may Allah?®*¥ have Mercy on you, and rather Allah® the
Exalted has been Named with the knowledge without any new knowledge He?? |earns
being assisted by the things upon the preservation of what is to be in the future from His?2%
Commands and the process regarding what He#"i Creates from His?™ creatures, and Spoils
from what is past from what perishes from His?% creatures, from what if that knowledge
was not present and was absent, He®" would have been ignorant, weak, just as us, when
we see the knowledgeable ones of the people.

y\;a@wm»u;y \fwuamfu jy,; ym;\ww’umc )Lu)am}mbbtf;wu;uﬁumuwm
qbu&&&‘&‘j& M‘VJ&LA.« 5

But rather, they have been named with the knowledge due to the newly occurring
knowledge, when they used to be ignorant beforehand. Sometimes the knowledge
separates from them and they return back to be ignorance. But rather, Allah-#*¥ is Named as
a Knower because He?™i is not ignorant of anything. So, the Creator and the Created are

gathered upon the name ‘.. ‘Knower’, but the meaning is difference upon what you can

see. (An extract, see the complete Hadith in Appendix 1).2

Ghulat, is discussed in detail elsewhere, Ghulu-Ghali (Fabrication) and Tagseer-Mugassir
(Ilgnorance) | Hubeali.com

The meanings of the Names of Allah®*"I Stay the Same:
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8 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 4, The book of Tawheed, S3,Ch2H5
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‘l wrote to Al-Sadig™®"* asking about meaning of ‘Allah’. He®"* said: ‘In Charge of what is
intricate (infinitesimal) and majestic (large)”.°
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"s about the Words of Allah#?* Mighty and Majestic: ‘=31, Js¥! 52" He

is the First, and the Last!°, and | said, ‘As for ‘the First’, so we recognise it, and as for ‘the
Last’, so, clarify its interpretation for us’.
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So, he™®"s said: ‘There is nothing except that it perishes, or changes, or there enters into it
the change and the decline, or transfers from a colour to a colour, and from a form to a
form, and from an attribute to an attribute, and from an increase to a decrease, and from a
decrease to an increase, except for the Lord?*¥ of the worlds. So, He®" has never ceased
to be or will cease to be in one state. He®" was first before everything and He*** would be
Last for as long as eternity.
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The attributes and the Names are not different upon Him™3*¥ just as they would be upon
others (His®¥ Creation), like the human being who happened to be dust one time, and flesh
and blood at one time, and one time would be decaying and bones, and like the date which
happens to be raw, and one time ripe, and one time mature, and one time dried up. Thus,
the names and the attributes change upon it but Allah®% Majestic and Mighty is opposite
to that”.1!

Someone being called merciful (Rahim) is not the same when Allah®*V is
Called Rahim:
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The Imam™®Ys said: ‘And as for the Words of Allah®%¥ The Merciful [1:3] - Amir-Al-
Momineen?"s said: ‘He?™ js Merciful to His® Momin servants. And from His?*"i Mercy
He?2 Created a hundred Mercies and He** Allocated one of it to all of the creatures, and

9 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 89 — The Book of Quran — Ch 29 H 39
1057:3
11 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 4, The book of Tawheed, $3,Ch2H 9
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from that people are merciful towards each other, and the mother is merciful to her child,
and the mothers of the animals are merciful to their young ones.’
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So, when it will be the Day of Judgement, He®" will Increase this One Mercy to the other
ninety-nine parts and be Merciful by it upon the community of Muhammad=*"%¥ and will
Accept the intercession for those that they love to intercede with to the extent that one will
come to a Momin from the Shias and will be saying, ‘Intercede for me”’ .12

Self (Essence) of Allah=2:

Thinking, describing or talking about the Essence (Self) of Allah?" is strictly forbidden, to
the extent that one may lose his faith by doing so.

B35 5 g K3 a3

Amir ul-Momineen%s says in the Sermon of Oneness of Allah#¥: And whoever thinks
about ‘& ¥’ the Essence of Allah?? becomes faithless.'3

In a Hadith on Touheed, Imam™s¥s says:
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If they say, ‘Or haven’t we described Him??¥, and we are saying, ‘He®" is the Mighty, the
Wise, the Generous, the Honourable?’ It would be said to them: ‘All these are the
descriptions of acceptance, and they aren’t description of encompassing, for we know that
He?#i js Wise, but we do not know with that essence of His? from it. And like that is,
Able, and Generous, and the rest of His? Attributes, just as we see the sky and we do not
see its essence, and we see the ocean but do not know where its end is. (An extract).1*

In another Hadith;
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But, when he looks as the writing, it appears to him what was hidden and subtle. So, when
the servant ponders regarding the essence of the Creator and His®* Qualitative state, he
would be stupefied and confused, and his thinking would not encompass anything he
images for Him?%, because the Mighty and the Majestic is the Creator of the images.
Therefore, when he looks into his own creation, it would be proved to him that He?,

12 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 2 H 10
1396 e ‘ua.l.” ‘d}a.sd‘ )
14 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 3, The book of Tawheed, Ch4 H 1
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Mighty and Majestic is their Creator, and their souls have been Installed into their bodies.
(Extract).®

In a Hadith;
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Ja’far Bin Muhammad Bin Hakeem said, ‘So, | wrote to Abu Al Hassan Musa®"s relating it to
him™@%s, their addressing and their speech, and asked him?"s to teach them what the word
is which is befitting that one can make a Religion of Allah? with it, from the Attributes of
the Compeller.
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He%s answered in the presentation of his@%s letter: ‘I*%s understood, may Allah®" have
Mercy on you, and know, may Allah-**l have Mercy on you, that Allah?"l is more Majestic,
and Loftier, and more Magnificent than for one to reach His®*¥ Essence. Therefore, describe
Him3#% with what He®% has Described Himself**" with, and stop from what is besides
that”.1®
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‘1 wrote to Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza@"s asking him@%s about Adam™s, ‘Was there anything in
him?s from the essence of the Lord??¥?’ He®"s wrote to answer my letter: ‘The owner of
this question isn’t upon anything from the Sunnabh, (he is) an atheist”.’
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‘From Abu Abdullah®%s having said: ‘Allah* Blessed and Exalted did not Determine His??"
Determination, nor Determined the servants upon His®% description, nor can they reach
the essence of His®*" Knowledge, nor can His®" Magnificence be reached, and there isn’t
anything apart from Him?™, and He®" is ‘Noor’ (Invisible Light) wherein isn’t any darkness,

15 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 3, The book of Tawheed, Ch 6 H 15
16 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 3, The book of Tawheed, Ch 9 H 31
17 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 3, The book of Tawheed, Ch 13 H 12
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and a Truth wherein isn’t any lie, and a Justice wherein there isn’t any tyranny, and a Truth
wherein there isn’t any falsehood.
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Similar to that, He®" did not decline nor will He®® be declining forever and ever. And,
similar to that, He* existed when there didn’t exist an earth, nor a sky, nor night, nor day,
nor a sun, nor a moon, nor stars, nor clouds, nor rain, nor wind.
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Then Allah?? Blessed and Exalted Loved that He?™ Created creatures revering His3W
Magnificence, and extolling His®*" Greatness, and extolling His#" Majesty, so He*" Said:
“Be shadows!” So, they came into being just as Allah"#"i Blessed and Exalted Said”’.1®
Also, Al-Husayn™s¥s Bin Ali®"s says:
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O lbn Al-Azraq! 1% describe my % God with whatever He®*"i Described Himself3*¥ with,

and |I*"s recognise Him?*" with whatever He®* Introduced Himself*" with. He®" can
neither be realised by the senses, nor compared with the people (an extract).*®
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Then he"s (Imam Al-Reza"*) said: ‘Recognise Him3®" with what He®" has Introduced
Himself*% as. Recognise Him?™ from other than sighting, and describe Him?* with what
He W Described Himself#¥ with, (but) from without an image. He®% cannot be grasped by
the sensory perception, and cannot be compared with the people. He®* is known by the
remote signs without resembling Him?®", and He?®W is close by in His®" remoteness
without an equal (an extract).?°

@ IASEY 5 gle 3 1200 s JTI6 06 st Gl 32 OB, 3 e 32 OF 3 2D 2 0 e 8 ed 2 A
Aot 3 WEY 5o 8 WS e e T 3 5 TR ) e S5 Y g S0 56

Mohammed ibn al-Hassan has narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad, who from al-Hassan ibn Mahbub, who from Ali ibn
Riab, who from Abu Basir, who has narrated from:

Imam Jafar-e-Sadigq®"s who said: ‘Speak about the creation of Allah®*" but do not speak
about Allah?® Himself. Speaking about Allah®"’s Self does not add anything to one’s

18 Bjhar Al-Anwaar —V 3, The book of Tawheed, Ch 13 H 44
19 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 4 H 24
20 Bjhar Al-Anwaar —V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 4 H 31
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knowledge but instead further confusion.” In another Hadith from Hariz it reads, speak
about everything but do not speak about Allah’s Self.?!
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed ibn Khalid, who from Mohammed ibn Abd
al-Hamid, who from al-Ala’ ibn Razin, who from Mohammed ibn Muslim, who from:

Imam Abu Jafar?¥s, who said the following: ‘Beware of thinking about Allah#**/’s Self. If you
like to think about the greatness of Allah?™, think about His® great wonderful
creations.’??

Ones having integral Parts are other than Allah®2"i;
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‘From Abu Al-Hassan@%s, he (the narrator) said, ‘I heard him@"s saying regarding the Words
of Allah??" Mighty and Majestic (that) He*i is the Subtle, the Informed, the Hearing, the
Seeing, the One, the First, the Samat, He®*¥ does not beget and is not begotten, and there
does not happen to be anyone a match for Him?%, Originator of the things, and Embodier
of the bodies, and Formulator of the images.

a2 5302 03 Y 083 el 5 G50 g acas 2 G G Wl fe 2a20 Y 5 G0 e 3 R 1 00 WSS

If it was just as they are saying, the Creator would not be recognised from the created
beings, nor the Originations from the originated. There is a difference between the One W
(Allah®¥) Who Embodied him (people), and Imaged him (gave people figure), and
Originated him, when there is nothing which resembles Him#", nor does He®" resemble

anything’.
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| said, ‘Yes, may Allah?*l Make me to be sacrificed for you@%s! But, you"* said: ‘The First,
the Samad’, and you™®"* said: ‘Nothing resembles Him??*’; and Allah®*% is One and the
human being is one. Isn’t there the resemblance of the oneness?’

Sl § B 2 A GE92: o1 @8I
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He®¥s said: ‘O Fat’h! You are lawful (in asking), may Allah-#*"i Affirm you! But rather (what
[Ws meant was), the resemblance is in the meaning. As for in the names, so these are one,
and it is evidence upon the Named, and that is because the human being, and even if he is
said to be one, rather it is known that he is of one body, and he isn’t with two (bodies), but
the human being (body) isn’t one (entity), since his body parts are different, and his colours
are different, a lot, not one, and he is of parts brought together not with equalness. His
blood is other than his flesh, and his flesh is other than his blood, and his nerves are other
than his veins, and his hair is other than his skin, and his blackness is other than his
whiteness, and like that is the rest of the creation. (An extract, see the complete Hadith in
Appendix I1).23

The Name of Allah®*" is upon many Letters:

%
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‘From Abu Ja’far®** having said: ‘wsY) A ! ‘The Magnificent Name of Allah#% is upon

seventy-three (73) letters, and rather, with Aasif (Bin Barkhiya) there was one letter from
these, so he spoke with it and there was a contraction with the earth in what is between
him and the throne of Bilquis. Then he grabbed the throne by his hand, then the ground
returned to just as it had been before, quicker than the blink of an eye, and with us?"s,
from the Name, there are seventy-two (72) letters, and a letter is with Allah@¥i, He3sws
Captures with it the Knowledge of the unseen with Him3, and there is neither any might

nor strength except with Allah?%, the Exalted, the Magnificent” .24
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‘Raising it to Abu Abdullah®Ys having said: ‘Allah*i Mighty and Majestic Made His??
Magnificent Name to be upon seventy-three letters, and Gave to Adam™° twenty-five letters
from these, and Gave to Noah™® twenty-five letters from these, and Gave to Ibrahim=s

23 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 4, The book of Tawheed, $3,Ch 2 H 2
24 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 4, The book of Tawheed, S3,Ch3H 4
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eighty letters from these, and Gave to Musa™* forty letters from these, and Gave to Isa™
two letters from these, and he™® used to revive the dead with these two and cure the
blindness and the leprosy with these two.
mjwdw ] G ol 5 andi 3 U ol S8 s s 5 s ot 5 i Tasd L3l
And He®" Gave to Muhammad*?"% seventy-two letters, and Veiled one letter, lest hes*"W
would know what is within His?*% Self and know what is within the self of the servants’’.2®

Also, in another Hadith:
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It is reported from the Prophet™®V having said: ‘For Allah®* there are four thousand
Names. A thousand, none knows these except Allah??¥, and a thousand, none knows these
except Allah®" and the Angels, and a thousand, none knows these except Allah®", and the

Angels, and the Prophets™s,
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And as for the fourth thousand, the Momineen know it — three hundred of these are in the
Torah, and three hundred are in the Evangel, and three hundred are in the Psalms, and a
hundred are in the Quran, ninety-nine are apparent, and one of these is Hidden. One who

counts (learns) these would enter the Paradise”.?’

His®™i Name Allah®™i is other than His Essence:
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‘From Abu Abdullah*"s having said: ‘One who worships Allah?? by the imagination (trying
to capture Allah, i.e., through a figure), so he has committed Kufr, and one who worships
the Name but does not worship the meaning, so he has committed Kufr, and one who
worships the Name as well as the meaning, so he has committed Shirk (associated), and one
who worships the meaning with the harmony of the Names upon Him3™ with His?2"
Attributes which He?% Described Himself??" with, and pacts his heart upon it, and his
tongues speaks with it in the private of his affairs and his public (speech), so they are the
companions of Amir Al-Momineen2sws”’,

s 9 O cdyddns 4 5-(1) %
26 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 4, The book of Tawheed, $3,Ch3H5

27 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 4, The book of Tawheed, S3,Ch3H 6
A L iy ) Aflimy Aa 5 (1) 28
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And in another Hadeeth: ‘Those, they are the Momineen, truly”.?°

The Basis of the Ism (Name):
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‘I asked Al-Reza™®"s about the Name, what is it?" He®"* said: ‘An Attribute (virtue) of the
Attributed (described one)”.3°

The Name and the Recognition of Allah?*"i;
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‘From Abu Abdullah®Ys having said: ‘The Name of Allah®¥ is other than Allah?™, and
everything a name falls upon so it is a creation, apart from Allah-3?¥, As for what the tongue
expresses a phrase about Him?%, or the hands work regarding Him=?%, it is a creation, and
Allah?2¥ s a Peak from His®% (created) peaks, and the meaning is without a peak, and the
peak is a description, and every description is made (creation), and the Maker of the things
is without a description with a limit of a named one.

0gegiig 09309 09 liiels u,aju-’ J.::-}:J\ R \.LJ ?g\ i v@.& B JJ‘._{ Y cops sy e él oly ej cops faas 4:;),.;;))’.23 O}gig é
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He?? did not come into existence by the Making of someone else, so His#" Existence can
be understood, and He®" did not end up to a peak except it would have been someone
else. Do not err from the understanding of this ruling ever, and it is the pure Tawheed,
therefore believe in it, and ratify it, and understand it by the Permission of Allah-**i Mighty
and Majestic.
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2 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 4, The book of Tawheed, S3,Ch1H 7
30 Bjhar Al-Anwaar — V 4, The book of Tawheed, S3,Ch 1 H 3
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And one who claim that he recognises Allah* with veils, or with an image, or with an
example, so he is a Polytheist, because the veils, and the examples, and the image is other
than Him?3%, and rather He®% is One Being, so how can he consider Him3" as One, the
one who claims that he is recognised by someone else. But rather, he recognises Allah-#%,
one who recognises Him?™i as Allah®%, so the one who does not recognise Him?? with it,
doesn’t recognise Him™2%. But rather, he has recognised someone else.

(ol e Coodlly ond sleVly el p b ol oy o2 o ¥ sLaW) B Ay i Balsilly G Gy

There isn’t anything between the Creator and the created, and Allah? is the Creator of the
things, (but) not from a thing. He®% is Named by His®% Names, therefore He®*" is other
than His®" Names, and His®" Names are other than Him?™, and the described one is
other than the describer.
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So, the one who claims that he believes in what he does not recognise, so he has strayed
from the recognition. The created being cannot realise anything except through Allah?2,
nor _can you realise the recognition of Allah®% except through Allah®®¥, and Allah®™i is
vacant from His®* creation, and His®%i creation is vacant from Him22%,
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And whenever He??" Wants something, it comes into being just as He?™ Wanted from
without having Spoken, being a shelter from His?®% servants from what He?®% has
Ordained, and there is no argument for them regarding what He®* Chooses. They are not
able upon working, nor treating from what creature comes into being in their bodies. So, the
one who claims that he is strong upon a work which Allah-?*i Mighty and Majestic does not
Want, so he has claimed that his intention has overcome the Intention (Will) of Allah-22%,
Blessed is Allah?2¥i Lord22¥ of the worlds”’.3!
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Ali Bin lbrahim, from his father, from Al-Nazar Bin Suweyd, from Hisham Bin Al-Hakam, who says:

‘| asked Abu Abdullah?*"s about the Names of Allah®® and their Derivatives, ‘From what has
‘Allah’ been derived from?’ He®"s said to me: ‘O Hisham! ‘Allah’ has been derived from ‘llah’
and ‘Alaah’ which necessitates a worshipper and the Name is not the same as the Named.
So, the one who worships the Name without the Meaning, so he has blasphemed and has
not worshipped anything. And the one who worships the Name and the Meaning, so he has

31 Bjhar Al-Anwaar —V 4, The book of Tawheed, S3,Ch1H6
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blasphemed as he has worshipped two. And the one who has worshipped the Meaning
without the Name, so that is the Oneness (Al-Tawheed). Do you understand, O Hisham?’ |
said, ‘Increase it for me’.
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He®Ys said: ‘Allah®® has ninety nine Names. Had every Name been (the same as) the
Named, then every one of them would be a god, but Allah?*¥ is Evidenced by these Names,
and all of these are other than Him3". O Hisham! The ‘Bread’ is a name of a food and the
‘Water’ is the name of a drink, and the ‘Cloth’ is a name of the garment, and the ‘Fire’ is a
name of the incinerators. Do you understand, O Hisham with an understanding by which
you can defend against, and struggle against our®"“s enemies, and those that take someone
else along with Allah®?¥i?’ | said, ‘Yes’. He*"* said: ‘May Allah?" benefit you by it and Keep
you to be steadfast, O Hisham’.
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Hisham said, ‘By Allah®™¥i! No one was able to defeat me regarding Oneness (Al-Tawheed)
until he were to stand in this place of mine (reach to my level of understanding)’.3?

Y e b Sl ade Je JUB clndl D9 (3 50 L o a3y JB &) 2OL) ade Cptaghl ool (1) a3l
By its chain up to Amir-ul-Momineen®%“s who®%* when asked: ‘What is the benefit of the

letters of the Alphabet?’ So Ali**"* said: ‘There is no letter from the letters (of the Arabic
Alphabet) but it is a Name from the Names of Allah®®¥ the Mighty the Majestic’.33

The Self and Attributes of Allah-2"i;
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‘| was in the presence of Abu Ja’far?%s the 2" and a man asked him?"s saying, ‘Inform me
about the Lord®" Blessed and Exalted, are there Names and attributes for Him22¥ in the
Book? And are His*"i Names and His@% Attributes, Him22%7’

32 Al Kafi- H 230
33 Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn CH1—H 43
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Abu Ja’far?Ws said: ‘For this speech, there are two aspects. If you are saying, these (Names)
are Him?™ j.e., He®™ is with a number and multiplicity, so Exalted is Allah-?% (away) from
that; and if you are saying these are Attributes, and the Names would never cease to be, so
‘never cease to be’ carries two meaning. So, if you say, ‘They will not cease to be in His?"i
Presence in His®¥ Knowledge and He®" is Rightful, so yes; but if you are saying these will
not cease to be, their images, and their spellings, and their syllables, and their letters, then
we 3% seek Refuge with Allah?? that there happens to be with Him#%, something other
than Him32w,
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But, Allah®" was and had not Created (anything from His®* Creations). Then He3Vi
Created these as a means between Him?™ and His®" creatures - being desperately
(dependant) upon Him?#%, and they are worshipping Him?™, and these are His?W
Mention. And Allah®" was and there was no Mention, and the Mentioned One " is with
the Mention. He®™i is Allah®2¥, the eternal Who does not cease to be; and the Names and
the Attributes are creations, and the Meaning Meant by these, He?™i is Allah*"i with
Whom neither befits the variances nor the combinations, and rather (that) variates and
combines, (which is) fragmented.
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So, Allah® will not be said to be combined, nor Allah®?¥ as little nor more, but the
eternality is regarding His®™ Self, because whatever is besides the One®, is a fragment,
and Allah#%i is the One?™, not fragmented, nor can He®™ be imagined with the less and
the more, and everything which is fragmented or imagined with the less and the more, so it
is a creation evidencing upon its Creator. (Hadith continues)

How Allah?®i js Powerful and Knower?
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So, your words that ‘Allah?™ is Powerful’, informs you that He?* is not frustrated by
anything. Thus you, negate the frustration by the speech and make the frustration to be
other than Him?#", And similar to that are your words, ‘Knower’. But rather the ignorance is
negated by the speech, and the ignorance is made to be besides Him?., And when
Allah? Annihilates the things, the image, and the spelling, and the syllables get
annihilated, and He?®% does not cease to be, the One®" who will not cease to be a
Knower’. (Hadith continues)
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How Allah?®i js All Hearing and All Seeing?
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So, the man said, ‘So how come we are Naming our Lord??" as ‘All-Hearing’?’ So he®"s said:
‘Because it is not Hidden upon Him#" whatever is being comprehended by the ears, and
we?Ws do not describe Him3®% with the Hearing situated in the head. Like that, we?Wws
Name Him3% as ‘All-Seeing’, because it is not Hidden upon Him3% whatever is
comprehended by the visions, from the colour or persons or other than that; and we®"* do
not describe Him?? with the vision of the blink of the eye. (Hadith continues)

How Allah?i js Aware of subtleties?
‘\LUAJWT}AujM}’J‘JuM‘&;waL%H°ww%

And similar to that we?" Name Him?™ as the ‘Aware of subtleties’ due to His?
Knowledge of the subtle things, like the mosquito, and (things) more concealed than that.
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And the subject of the growth is from these, and the intelligence, and the desires for the
marital relations, and the leniency upon their offspring, and their watching out for each
other, and their transference of the food and the drink to their children in the mountains,
and wilderness, and the valleys, and the wastelands. Thus, we know that their Creator is
Aware of the subtleties without a ‘how’, and rather the ‘how’ is for the creations, the ones
subject to ‘how’. (Hadith continues)

How Allah®*" js Strong and Eternal?
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And similar to that, we Name our Lord??¥ as Strong, not due to the strength of the violence
well-known from the creatures. And if it was so that His®" Strength was the strength of the
well-known violence from the creatures, a resemblance would not occur for Him?? and an
increase would not be tolerated. And whatever tolerates the increase, would tolerate the
decrease; and whatever was deficient would be without eternity; and whatever was without
eternity would be frustrated.
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So, our Lord?, Blessed and Exalted, there is neither a resemblance for Him?, nor an
opposite, nor a match, nor a ‘how’, nor an end-point, nor can He®" be envisaged by visions.
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And it is Prohibited unto the hearts to create His?" resemblance, and upon the
imaginations that these limit Him?¥, and for consciences to imagine Him??¥, Majestic and
Mighty is He®™ from the instruments of His® creatures, and features of His®% Created
beings; and Exalted is He®? from that, Loftier, Greater” .34

Rab and Rabuwiya
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Amir Al-Momineen"s says: ‘(The One who) is blessed with ‘Agl’3> has to submit himself but
not try to unfold the mysteries of ‘Rabuwiyat’.3®

The above Hadith introduces concepts of Rab and Rabuwiya, the earlier has been used for
Allah-azwj as well as for others but the latter (Rabuwiya) is, like ‘Allah’ is specifically and
exclusively reserved for Allah??¥, see Appendix llI

Appendix I: Participation in Allah?**’s Beautiful Names:
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‘From Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®"s having said: ‘Know that Allah-#*", the Informed, Knows you.
Allah?2¥i Blessed and Exalted is Ancient, and the ancientness is an attribute evidencing the
intellectual upon that He??, there is nothing before Him?™, and there is nothing with
Him™#2 in his continuity.
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Thus, it is clear for us, by the acceptance of the general marvels of the attributes that there
is nothing before Allah®?¥, and there is nothing with Allah®¥ during His®*" remaining, and
it invalidates the word of the one who claims that there was something before Him#%, or
there was something with Him?% during His®™ remaining. It is not allowed that there
would happen to be a creator for Him?™, because he was not eternally with Him, so how
can there be a creator for one was not with him eternally?
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If there was something before Him?%, that would be the first thing, not this one, and the
first one would be foremost that it happens to be a creator of the second one.

34 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 4, The book of Tawheed, S3,Ch1H 1

35 A quality through which, Allah®?" and His Divine Representatives®"“* and their commands are recognised,
e.g., see Al-Kafi, vol. 1, pg. 10.

36 Bahrul Moarif, Nahjul Israr, vol.2, pg. 380.
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Then He#%i Described Himself??¥i Blessed and Exalted, the Name the creatures can call with
then He* does Created them, and Try them to them calling Him?? with these. So, He?"i
Named Himself?*" as Hearing, Seeing, Able, Subduer, Living, Eternal, Apparent, Hidden,
Subtle, Informed, Strong, Mighty, Wise, Knower, and what resembles these Names.
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So, when the exaggerators and the beliers saw that from His®" Names, and they had heard
us narrating about Allah®" that there is nothing like Him-**%, and there is nothing from the
creation in His®* State, they said, ‘Inform us, when you claim that there is no example for
Allah®%, nor is there any resemblance for Him, how come you participate Him??% in His22i
Beautiful Names, and you names yourselves with the entirety of them? Surely, in that there
is evidence upon that you are like Him# in His?" States, all of them, or in some of them
besides some, when you have gathered the good names’.
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It would be said to them, ‘Allah?®i the Blessed and Exalted, Necessitated the servants with
having names from His®" upon different meanings, and that is just as one gathers the one
name having different meanings, and the evidence upon that are the common words of the
people allowed with them, and it is which Allah??* Addressed the creatures with. So He?*
Spoke to them with what they are speaking with in order for it to become an argument
upon them regarding the wastage of what they are wasting.
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So, it is said for the man, (he is) a dog, and a donkey, and a bull, and sweet, and bitter, and a
lion. All of that is upon different to him and his state. The Name does not fall upon its
meaning which it had been built upon, because the human being is neither a lion, nor a dog.
Therefore understand that, may Allah®% have Mercy on you, and rather Allah?" the
Exalted has been Named with the knowledge without any new knowledge He®™i |earns
being assisted by the things upon the preservation of what is to be in the future from His??%
Commands and the process regarding what He®*i Creates from His®*" creatures, and Spoils
from what is past from what perishes from His®% creatures, from what if that knowledge
was not present and was absent, He®¥ would have been ignorant, weak, just as us, when
we see the knowledgeable ones of the people.
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But rather, they have been named with the knowledge due to the newly occurring
knowledge, when they used to be ignorant beforehand. Sometimes the knowledge
separates from them and they return back to be ignorance. But rather, Allah-#*¥ is Named as
a Knower because He " is not ignorant of anything. So, the Creator and the Created are
gathered upon the name ‘Knower’, and the meaning is difference upon what you can see.
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And our Lord®™ is Hearing, not by a perforation in Him??¥ Hearing the sounds with it, nor
does He?™i See by it, just as we have perforations by which we hear not being strong upon
seeing with it. But, He®" is All-Informed, there being nothing hidden from Him??% from the
sound. Hei js not bound by a limit of what we can hear. So, we are gathered in name with
the name, and the meaning is different.
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And similar to this is the sight. He®" does not see by a perforation from Him#" just as we
tend to see by a perforation from us, not benefitting by it with something else. But Allah-32"
is Seeing, not by looking towards a person. So, we are gathered in the name but the
meaning is different.
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And He@™i js Standing, not being upon the meaning of an uprightness and standing upon a
leg in the middle just as the things stand. But He?*¥ Stands Informed, being a Preserver,
unlike the words of the man, ‘Standing with our matters over so and so’. And Allah"#%, He
awi js the Stander upon every soul with what it has earned. And the standing as well in the
speech of the people is the remaining. And the standing as well, informs about the
responsibility, like your words to a man, ‘Stand with the matter of the Clan of so and so’, i.e.,
suffice them. And the standing one from us stands upon a leg. So we are gathered in the
name, and we are not gathered in the meaning.

G O ialy VI e go il 1 ilgaST S OF e plaa¥ly L) (3 3L e 5 Sy rog BLady 35 e b Calalll Ll
42 ol ag i Of e ey s A L) 108 wagll aS Y ilalie Uiaaze sloy (M)l Sy el e 2ad &l 452 algdy canla
bl il ly V) L i Ay aall e wlallly <oy

And as for the (Name) Subtle, so is not upon scarceness, and delicateness, and smallness,
but that is upon the implementation regarding the things which are hard to perceive, like
your words to the man, ‘This matter is delicate upon me, and so and so is subtle in his
approach’. And his words inform you that intellect is shut with regards to it and the

200f 31


http://www.hubeali.com/

‘Allah’ — the Ism- Only reserved for His-Self-2zwi www.hubeali.com

subtleness is lost, as it is so profound, so subtle, that the imagination cannot realise it. So,
similar to that is the Subtleness of Allah®" Blessed and Exalted from being comprehended
by a limit, or limited by an attribute. And the subtleness from us is the smallness, and
scarcity. Thus, we are gathered in the name but different in the meaning.
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And as for the Informed (All-Aware), so it is which the thing is recognised from, and nothing
is missed out from Him=?", It is not due to the experimentation, nor by learning of lessons
with the things, for during the experimentation and the learning of lessons, are the two
pieces of knowledge, and had it not been for the two, it would not be known, because the
one who was like that, would have been ignorant, and Allah®*"i has not ceased to be
Informed with what He®% Created, and the ‘informed’ from the people is the choice
(chosen) by the ignorant to learn. So, we are gathered in the name and the meaning is
different.
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And as for the Overcomer, so it is not from a reason that He? is upon the things by riding
above them, and seated upon these, ascending to their peaks. But, that is due to His?2"
Subduing and His*" Overcoming the things and His#¥ Power upon these, like the words of
the man, ‘I overcame upon my enemy and Allah®™ Made me overcome upon my
adversary’, inform about the cleaving and the overcoming. So, this is how Allah?2%
Overcomes upon the things.
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And another aspect is that He®*¥ js the Manifest to the one who wants Him?* and nothing
is Hidden from Him??", and He?®™% is the Designer of everything what He®" Designed. So,
which manifestation is more apparent and clearer than Allah®" Blessed and Exalted,
because you cannot execute His? Making wherever you may divert your face to, and
inside you are its effects what makes you independent. And the Manifestation is more than
ours, transcendental by Himself?®, and the known by His?®% Sharpness. So, we have
gathered in the name and we are not gathered in the meaning.
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And as for the Hidden (Esoteric), so it is not upon the meaning of the hidden-ness of the
things, with being immersed into them, but that from Him=?" is upon the Knowledge of the
hidden things, and Preserving these, and their regulation, like the words of the man, ‘l know
his inside, meaning | am informed of him and know the concealed secrets of his’. And the
hidden from us is the absent regarding the things, the veiled, and we are gathered in the
name and differ in the meaning.
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And as for the Subduer, so it is not upon the meaning of a process, and establishing hostility,
and fraud, and deceit, and plotting, just as the servants would do to subdue each other, and
the subdued from them reverts to be the subdue, and the subduer reverts to be a subdued.
But that, from Allah®*¥ Blessed and High is upon the entirety of what He?* Created are
clothed by the humility to its Performer, and scarcity of the obstacles to whatever He 2%
intends with. It does not emerge in even the blink of an eye if He**" is Saying to it: “Be”, so
it comes into being, while the subdue from us is upon what we®%“* mentioned and
described. So, we are gathered in the name, and differ in the meaning’.
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And like that are the entirety of the Names, and if even though we "¢ have not gathered all
of these, so these would suffice as the lesson with what we "¢ have cast to you, and Allah
azwj would Assist you, and Assist us@"“s in Guiding us and Harmonising us” .3’

Appendix II: Ones having integral Parts cannot be resembled with Allah=?:
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‘From Abu Al-Hassan@%s, he (the narrator) said, ‘I heard him@%s saying regarding the Words
of Allah??" Mighty and Majestic (that) He? is the Subtle, the Informed, the Hearing, the
Seeing, the One, the First, the Samat, He®*¥ does not beget and is not begotten, and there
does not happen to be anyone a match for Him?%, Originator of the things, and Embodier
of the bodies, and Formulator of the images.
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If it was just as they are saying, the Creator would not be recognised from the created
beings, nor the Originations from the originated. There is a difference between the One?¥
(Allah®¥) Who Embodied him (people), and Imaged him (gave people figure), and
Originated him, when there is nothing which resembles Him?%, nor does He®*" resemble

anything’.
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37 Bihar Al-Anwaar -V 4, The book of Tawheed, S3,Ch2H5
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| said, ‘Yes, may Allah?*i Make me to be sacrificed for you@%s! But, you"* said: ‘The First,
the Samad’, and you®"* said: ‘Nothing resembles Him#"’; and Allah®*¥ is One and the
human being is one. Isn’t there the resemblance of the oneness?’
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He3¥s said: ‘O Fat’h! You are lawful (in asking), may Allah®% Affirm you! But rather, the
resemblance is in the meaning. As for in the names, so these are one, and it is evidence
upon the Named, and that is because the human being, and even if he is said to be one,
rather it is known that he is of one body, and he isn’t with two (bodies), but the human
being (body) isn’t one (entity), since his body parts are different, and his colours are
different, a lot, not one, and he is of parts brought together not with equalness. His blood is
other than his flesh, and his flesh is other than his blood, and his nerves are other than his
veins, and his hair is other than his skin, and his blackness is other than his whiteness, and
like that is the rest of the creation.
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So, the human being is one in the name, not one in the meaning, and Allah??¥, Majestic is
His@" Majesty is One, there is no one other than Him?%, There is no differing in Him=2¥,
nor any difference, nor any increase and reduction. As for the human being is the created
being, the made, the composed from different parts and various limbs, apart from that he,
by the collection, is one thing’.
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| said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you@¥s! You?¥s have relived from me, may Allah??¥ Relieve
you@Ws_ Your?®Ws word: The Subtle, the Informed, interpret it for me, just as you=@Ws
interpreted the One, for | know that His®" Subtleness is different from the subtlety of
His@¥ creatures of the detail, apart from that, | would love it if you could expound that for

7

me-.
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He2%s said: ‘O Fat’h! But rather, we?"“s say He®" is Subtle due to the subtle creation, and
for His? Knowledge with the subtle things, and non-subtle, and regarding the subtle
creation from the animals, the small ones from the mosquito, and the Jarjis, and what is
smaller than these two, what almost does not appear to the eyes, but it almost does not
appear due to its smallness, whether is it a male or a female, and occurrence of the new-
born from the old.
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So when we see the smallness of that in its subtleness, and its guidance to the spoiling, and
the fleeing from the death, and the gathering for what is correct for it from what is in the
depths of the oceans, and what is in the barks of the trees, and the deserts and the
wastelands, and their understanding each other in speech, and what their children
understand with from them, and its transporting the provision to it, then composing their
types, red with the yellow, and white with the green, and what our eyes almost cannot see
the integration of its body.
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And our eyes cannot see it nor can our hands touch it, we know that the Creator of this
subtle creation is Subtle in Creation what we name it, without any treatment, nor any
instruments nor tools, and that every maker of a thing, makes it from a thing, and Allah32%
is the Creator of the subtle, the majestic, Creates and Makes, not from a thing”’.38

Appendix Ill: The Word Rab and ‘Rabuwiya’:

The noun of the word ‘Rab’, when used as an adjective, is ‘Rabuwiya’ which refers to an
‘Entity’, which cannot be anyone but Allah??¥, this is the reason we have been asked in
several traditions of Masomeen®%s to refrain from ascribing the word ‘Rabuwiya’ to
them™@%s, In a long tradition, Imam Ali Reza®"* has explained the meanings of the word
‘Rabuwiya’:

SRR b

The meaning of the ‘Rabuwiya’ is: The ‘One” who has no other sustainer(s)’ In one of the
sermons, Amir Al-Momineen?*"s says:

Ll e ol Ly ol S = (Sle 6 gl Dshatbl g 25l Bslam Lie lgmbyly g )l o Bsnp o 106 W8T 231 pade gies
e [ P S S0 VYR - QU OH U PR 173 P OO IR+ R WNCN PR W [ C PP I NS SN O e
Crog Y i daey

And about them™"s, they®*"* said: Keep us clear of the title of ‘Rabuwiya’ but keep us above
those qualities which could be attained by the human beings, meaning the sins that are
imposed on you - so let no one compare to us®"“s, for we improve the divine secrets that
are deposited in human temples, and the divine word spoken in earthly bodies, and say
after that what you are able, for the sea does not bleed (can be emptied — so you never be

able to reach our?"s attributes), and the greatness of God is indescribable’.3°

38 Bjhar Al-Anwaar —V 4, The book of Tawheed, S3,Ch 2 H 2
39 Nahjul Asrar, vol.1, pg. 47, Bahrul Moarif, pg. 455, Kalamat-e-Maknuna, pg. 169,
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Rab as ‘Ism’ (Noun) in Holy Quran Refers to ‘Allah=?"i;

In the Holy Quran, the word ‘Rab’, as an ‘Ism’ (noun) has been mentioned at several places;
see for example in the following references:
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Ahmed ibn Mohammed has narrated from Ali ibn al-Hakam, who from al-Hussain ibn abu al-Ala” who has said
the following:

‘l once asked Abu Abd Allah%s about a man who passes by a well but does not have a
bucket (to draw water). Imam@"“s replied: It is not necessary for him to climb down the well;
The ‘Rab’ of the water is ‘Howa’ that who is also the ‘Rab’ of the earth; he must perform
Tayammum. 40’41

Here ‘Howa’ clearly indicates that the word ‘Rab’ is referred to Allah®™%i in the form of a
noun.
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Someone asked Abu Abd Allah®"s, ‘Does a person who dies because of being hanged to
death, suffer the severe pressure of the grave? The Imam™@“s replied: The Rab of the earth
is also ‘Howa’ that is also the Rab of the air and it (air) applies a pressure on the deceased,
which is greater than the pressure of the grave.*?

Similarly, in Holy Quran there are several Verses where Allah®* has been called with the
‘Ism’ ‘Rab’, for example see the Verses below:
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‘Rab’ in the Meanings of Owner/Master

In both Quran and traditions of Masomeen2"s, the word ‘Rab’ has been mentioned on
several occasions in the in the meanings of owner/master - as an adjective:

40 Al-Kafi, H 4089, Ch. 41, h. 7, volume 3
41 Tradition no. 9 of this chapter also has the same meanings of the word ‘Rab’ referred to Allah¥",
42 Al-Kafi, H 4687, Ch. 86, h. 17., also Manlah Yahzar-ul-Faghi, hadith, no. 584
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Some of our companions have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from lbn Abu
‘Umayr from Muhammad ibn Humran from Aban ibn Taghlib who has said the following.
"Abu ‘Abdallah®%s has said, ‘When the fellow from Ethiopia marched with horse and
elephants to destroy the Ka‘ba. They passed by the camels of ‘Abd al-Muttalib®"“* and
herded them together. When ‘Abd al-Muttalib learned about this he went to the man from
Ethiopia and asked permission for a meeting. His man told him that ‘Abd al-Muttalib ibn
Hashim asks permission for a meeting. He said, "What does he want?" The translator said,
"He has come asking that his camels be released." The king of Ethiopia said to his people,
"This is the leader and the chief of the people here. | have come to destroy his house of
worship but he asks me to order the release of his camels. Had he asked me not to destroy
the house | would have done so. Release his cameels." ‘Abd al-Muttalib asked the translator.
"What did the king say?" When the words of the king were explained to him that he@Ws
said,
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"l am the ‘Rab’ (owner) of the camels. The house has the Owner Who is to protect it. His@Ws
camels were release and ‘Abd al-Muttalib returned home. He®%s passed by the elephant on
his way home. He said to the elephant, "O Muhmud. The elephant shook his head. Then he
said, "Do you know why they have brought you here?" The elephant said by shaking his
head, "No, | do not know." ‘Abd al-Muttalib®*"s said, "They have brought you to destroy the
house of your Lord#". Will you do so?" The elephant replied by shaking his head said, "I will
not do so." ‘Abd al-Muttalib®"* returned home. Next morning they tried to force the
elephant to enter the Holy precinct to destroy it but the elephant refused. ‘Abd al-Muttalib
at that time said to some of his servants, "Climb up the hill and see if you observe anything."
He said, "I can see black spots in the direction of the sea. He™®"* asked, "Do you see all of it"
He said, "Not all of it but almost. When the black spots came closer he said, "They are great
many birds. | can see that every bird has a pebble in his beak of the size thrown with a
finger." ‘Abd al-Muttalib said, "By Allah, the Lord of ‘Abd al-Muttalib that the birds aim only
those people." When the birds arrived over their heads they threw the pebble on their
heads and every pebble fell on top of their scales and pierced its way down to their bottom
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end and left them dead. Only one man was left alive who went with the news to the others.
When he gave them the new a pebble fell on his head and killed him too."#

In Uyun Akhbar Al-Reza, Imam Ali Raza®*"s replied to Mamoon Rashid when he put blame
on the Virtues of Prophets™.
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Iman Ali Reza®%s gave a detailed reply to Mamoon Rashid™ when he™ question the
infallibility of the Prophetss, complete hadith could be found elsewhere** but briefly, when
Firon asked (from Musa®) Who is the ‘Rab ul Alameen’? Musa?®"* replied: You! But this was
in the meanings of ‘Malik’ (owner). Similarly, the words of Prophet Yousif? are quoted by
Allah®™i in the Quran: ‘.....Remember me with your ‘Rab’; but the Shaitan caused him to
forget mentioning (it) to his ‘Rab’ (lord), so he remained in the prison a few years. Here,
again the meanings of the word Rab is the ‘owner’, so addressed to other than Allah-22,

In Holy Quran (9:31) Allah?* Says: They take their priests and their anchorites to be their
lords in derogation of Allah, (upon being asked) Imam Bagqir®%“s has said: Yet do they
worship, besides Allah, things that can neither profit them nor harm them: and the
disbeliever is a helper (of Evil), against his own Lord (25:55), the meanings of the Rab here
implies to Amir Al-Momineen2"s! At another place, Amir Al-Momineen?"* was asked about
the ‘Daba tul Arz’, Amir Al-Momineen " replied, that is the Rab-ul-Arz’ which gives comfort
to the inhabitants of the earth.

Rab in the qualitative form is used for Infallible Imam=*"*

There are several traditions of Masomeen@"s, which state that ‘an Imam of the earth is the
‘Rab’ of the earth’. For example:

g 2V o,
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4 Uyun Akhbar Al-Reza by Sheikh Sadooq, vol. 1, pp. 354.
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In a long tradition, reported by Sulam bin Qais Hilali, Prophet Mohammed=2"¥ said: (Ya Ali
asws) you2Ws gre ‘Rab-ul-Arz’ after mesaww 46
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Qasim ibn Arbehy heard it from Sabah al-Muzini, who from al-Mufassal bin Ummer who says:

| heard it from Imam Abu Abdullah®"s that Imam™2"s said: ‘In the Words of Allah***i And
the Earth will shine with the Glory of its Lord: (39:69) means that the Imam™s¥* of the Earth
is the ‘Rab’ of the Earth. And when our last ‘Hujjat®% will appear, the Earth will become so
bright that people of the Earth will neither need the Sunshine and nor the Moonlight.*”
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The narrator says: | heard it from Imam Abu Abdullah?%s: ‘In the Words of Allah**¥i And the
Earth will shine with the Glory of its Lord: (39:69) means when our last ‘Hujjat % will
appear, the Earth will become so bright that people will neither require the light of the Sun
nor the light of the Moon.*®

Amir Al-Momineen®"* Punished those who Called him2"s ‘Howa’

We present here some traditions, where those who called Amir Al-Momineen™@"“s ‘Rab’ in
the form of ‘noun’” or ‘Howa’ were punished to death when they refused to repent and
insisted that their Lord is Amir Al-Momineen-as"s,
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Mohammed ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammad, who from ibn abu Umayr, who from Hisham
ibn Salim, who has narrated the following:

Abu Jafar®%s has said that once a group of people were brought before Amir Al-
Momineen?%s, who said: Peace be with you O our ‘Rabana’ Lord.” Imam™"s asked them to
repent but they refused. Imam Ali®"s commanded to dig a ditch in which fire was lit up and
another ditch was dug next to it and holes were made from one to the other ditch.
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i o [16] 2§
Ali ibnlbrahim has narrated from his father, who from ibn abu ‘Umayr, who from Hisham ibn Salim who has
narrated the following:

Abu Abd Allah®"s has said that once a people were brought before Amir Al-Momineen?ss,
who said: Peace be with you O our ‘Rabana’ Lord.” Imam™@¥s asked them to repent but they
refused. Imam Ali®"s commanded to dig a ditch in which fire was lit up, another ditch was
dug next to it and holes were made from one to the other ditch.”*°
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Mohammed ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed ibn Isa, from Ilbn Mahbub, who from Salih
ibn Sahl from Kirdin, who from a man who has narrated the following:

Abu Jafar and Abu Abd Allah@*%s have said that once a people were brought before Amir Al-
Momineen®%s, when he had dealt with the people of al-Basrah. They were seventy people
from al-Zut who offered Imam™** Salm and spoke to him in their own language. Imam™=2Wws
responded to them in their language and told that was not what they had said, he is but he
is a Devotee of Allah®¥ and His®% Creature. But they refused and said: You are ‘Howa’
(Him32¥), The Imam™¥s told them that if they did not retract and repent before Allah#%¥, he
would put them to death. They refused to retract and repent. Imam?*s commanded to dig
wells for them that were connect by holes to each other. They were then thrown in and
their heads were masked, then fire was lit in one of the wells where there was no one, the
smoke entered on them and they all died.>?

Allah Ho Akbar:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah™**, said, ‘A man in his% presence said, ‘Allah2?%
is the Greatest!”. He®"s said: ‘Allah®® is Greater than which thing?” He asked, ‘From
everything’. So, Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘You have limited Him?’. The man then asked,

‘How should | be saying it?” He®"s said: ‘Say, ‘Allah?¥ is Greatest, beyond description”.>?

Therefore, Allah?*" is beyond description.>3
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Acts Carried out on Allah??"’s Behalf are Referred to ‘His Acts’

This is an important topic as some questions are raised what Allah®*¥ Does and what is
carried out by His*" Divine representatives/angels; i.e., who takes away life, the angle of
death or Allah?™ Himself, similarly who created earth, heavens, skies, Allah?*"i or His
representatives®"Ys. Amir Al-Momineen®"s has replied to these questions in more detail,
see for example®* but briefly,

Non-believer asks from Amir ul-Momineen2%s: | find Allah? Says:
(32:11) bt i85 4% 650 08 o0 osal LU 2855

Say angel of death will remove your soul from your body (32:11) and at another place
Allah2™i Says:

o8 oV G ¢ b ed Jof 0 Y s e Gl B Bt s g BB gl G G Y B W
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Allah takes back souls when their time has come to an end.
(16:32) sz 26 22 a3 18 e 8,4 o B0 28655 2,0

Those whom the angels gather in death while they are in a state of inner purity, greeting
them thus: "Peace be upon you! Enter paradise by virtue of what you were doing [in life]!"

Which is true out of these statements? As sometime a task is attributed to Himself??¥, then
to ‘Angel of Death’ and later to other angels.

Amir Al-Momineen™"s replied: 1% would like to give an explanation to your questions.
One cannot do any good except after getting inspiration from Allah@i, | fully rely
(Tuwakkil) on Him=?, seek His®*" blessings and all those who seek nobility turn towards
Him=2wi,

Allah?2¥i Says: Allah Takes back life at the time of their death. >>

And (Allah#¥) Says: The angel of Death takes life away from you,”® and our Prophets™s take
life away. And those are the righteous who meet their death by the hands of our angels.
And also, those who are killed by the angels are those who have indulged themselves in
inappropriate matters.

Thus, Allah#% is so Elevated and Great that it is inappropriate that He®% would Himself32%i
perform such tasks, therefore He#% refers those tasks to Himself*** which are conducted

54 http://hubeali.com/articles/Questions-of-Zanadiga-on-Quran.pdf;
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by His angels and His Prophets®s, on His®" behalf as they act purely on His?* instructions.
Thus, Allah?% has decided to create, among His®" creations some angels® and
messengers, and for whom Allah#% Says:

Thus, a devotee’s soul will be taken away by the kind angels whereas a sinner’s soul is
removed by the angels of wrath.>” Both angels of Blessings and Wrath are helpers of
‘Malakul Maut’ (The angel of death). They just carry out Allah®®"’'s Commands, thus their
actions are referred to His™i actions. As other angels’ actions are the actions of Angel of
death, similarly, the work of Angel of death is the work of Allah-®%i because it is Him?*" who
chooses the means to bring death onto someone, or to stop it or to extend life or/and gives
the rewards or the punishment. Indeed, the tasks of His?™i trustees are His®™"i tasks. As
Allah3™i Says:

You would never desire for until and unless Allah wants it,>® And Says: Who carried out
‘Amal-ul-Salay”® is a Momin®. Thus, do not be disobedient in the striving of the good
deeds. And also Says: ‘He who repented, accepted ‘Eman’, carried out ‘Amal-e-Salay’ and
thus found ‘Guidance’, will be forgiven’.

All these cannot be of any benefit until one adheres to the ‘Guidance’®. As it is not true
that anyone who claims to be among the believers will get refuge, even if he meets his
death in sins. If this were true, then the Jews, by having faith in God and His Oneness,
would be successful in the Hereafter, along with Iblis™ and other non-believers. That is why
Allah-®i Says: Those who embraced ‘Eman’ (belief) and then did not pollute it with ‘Zulm’
(disobedience) will be in peace and these are the guided one.5?
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