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The ‘Isms’ (Name) of Allah-azwj is only for Allah-azwj 

Summary: 

We only know Allah-azwj the way, He-azwj Introduces Himself-azwj, i.e., ‘Raheem’, ‘Kareem’, 
‘Hakeem’, ‘Baseer’, at other places, Allah-azwj also Mentions His-azwj ‘Ism’ (name) in the form 
of a noun, i.e., ‘Rahman’, ‘Jabbar’, ‘Kahhar’, in all these names, His-azwj qualities are praised 
and reflected.  However, He-azwj has Names (Isms), which refer to His-Self-azwj e.g., as ‘Howa’, 
‘Allah’ - the Names which are exclusively for His-Self-azwj and are Forbidden for other than 
Him-azwj.  
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فَ قَالَ عَلِيُّ بْنم الحمْسَيِْْ ع: حَدَّثَنِِ أَبِ، عَنْ أَخِيهِ، عَنْ أمَِيِر  »بِسْمِ اللََِّّ الرَّحْْنِ الرَّحِيمِ« يََ ابْنَ رَسمولِ اللََِّّ أَخْبِِْنِ مَا مَعْنَى فَ قَالَ: ثُمَّ قاَمَ إلِيَْهِ رَجمل   قاَلَ ع
« أعَْظَمم الَْْسْماَءِ  بِسْمِ »اللََِّّ الرَّحْْنِ الرَّحِيمِ« مِيَر الْممؤْمِنِيَْ أَخْبِِْنِ عَنْ فَ قَالَ: يََ أَ  -الْممؤْمِنِيَْ ع أَنَّ رَجملًا قاَمَ إلِيَْهِ  مِنْ   1مَا مَعْنَاهم فَ قَالَ ع: إِنَّ قَ وْلَكَ: »اللََِّّ

،  -أَسْماَءِ اللََِّّ تَ عَالَ   . مََْلموق   بِهِ  يَ تَسَمَ  لَْ  وَ وَ هموَ الِِسْمم الَّذِي لَِ يَ نْبَغِي أَنْ يَ تَسَمَّى بِهِ غَيْرم اللََِّّ

Imam-asws (Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir-asws) replied, when one person said, 'O son of the 

messenger of Allah-azwj, inform me what is the meaning of ‘ الرحْن  الرحيم  In the Name of' ’بسم الله 

Allah-azwj the Beneficent the Merciful?' (Imam) Ali-asws bin Al-Husayn-asws said: 'My father-asws 
narrated to me from his brother-asws, who from the Commander of the Faithful-asws that a 
man stood up and asked, 'O Commander of the Faithful-asws, inform me about 'In the Name 
of Allah the Beneficent the Merciful, what is the meaning of it?'  He-asws replied: 'The Word 
'Allah' is the Greatest of the Names of Allah-azwj and it is a Name which is not for anyone 
other than Allah-azwj, and cannot be for any of the creatures.'2 

In another Hadith, Amir Al-Momineen-asws explains: 

يًّا فَ قَالَ ع وَ أمََّا قَ وْلمهم  كَ أَنْ ت مفَسِ رَ  هَلْ تَ عْلَمم لَهم سمَِ  تَ فْقَهَهم عَنِ الْعملَمَاءِ  الْقمرْآنَ بِرأَْيِكَ حَتَّّ  فإَِنَّ تََْوِيلَهم هَلْ تَ عْلَمم لَهم أَحَداا اسْممهم اللََّّم غَيْرم اللََِّّ تَ بَارَكَ وَ تَ عَالَ فإَِيََّ

He-asws said: ‘And as for His-azwj Words: Do you know for Him a (similar) Name? [19:65]. Its 
interpretation is, ‘Do you know of anyone whose name is ‘Allah’ apart from Allah-azwj Blessed 
and Exalted?’ Therefore, beware of interpreting the Quran by your opinions until you 
understanding it from the Scholars-asws! 

ء  مِنْ خَلْقِهِ يمشْبِهمهم كَذَلِكَ لَِ يمشْبِهم فِعْلمهم تَ عَالَ شَيْئاا مِنْ كَمَا ليَْسَ شَيْ فإَِنَّهم رمبَّ تَ نْزيِلٍ يمشْبِهم بِكَلًَمِ الْبَشَرِ وَ هموَ كَلًَمم اللََِّّ وَ تََْوِيلمهم لَِ يمشْبِهم كَلًَمَ الْبَشَرِ  
 ء  مِنْ كَلًَمِهِ بِكَلًَمِ الْبَشَرِ أفَْ عَالِ الْبَشَرِ وَ لَِ يمشْبِهم شَيْ 

Sometimes the Revelation resembles with speech of the ‘ ِالْبَشَر’ people, but it is Speech of 

Allah-azwj, and its interpretation does not resemble speech of the people, just as there isn’t 
anything from His-azwj creation resembling Him-azwj, like nothing from Actions of the Exalted 
resembles actions of the people, nor does anything from His-azwj Speech resembles with 
speech of the people. (An extract)3 

How to recognise Allah-azwj? There are several Ahadith, for example, Imam Al-Sadiq-asws has 
explained: 

مَامم ع [: يََ عَبْدَ اللََِّّ هَلْ  فَ قَالَ ]لَهم  حَيرَّمونِ.لَّنِِ عَلَى اللََِّّ مَا هموَ فَ قَدْ أَكْثَرَ الْممجَادِلمونَ عَلَيَّ وَ  يََ ابْنَ رَسمولِ اللََِّّ دم  قِ ع:وَ هموَ مَا قاَلَ رَجمل  للِصَّادِ   قاَلَ الِْْ
 ركَِبْتَ سَفِينَةا قَطُّ قاَلَ: بَ لَى.

The Imam-asws said: ‘And it is what a man said to Al-Sadiq-asws, ‘O son-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww, 
point me to Allah-azwj. What is He-azwj? The disputers have frequented upon me and confused 
me’. So, he-asws said to him: ‘O Abdullah! Have you ever sailed a ship at all?’ He said, ‘Yes’.  

 قاَلَ: بَ لَى. حَيْثم لَِ سَفِينَةَ ت منْجِيكَ وَ لَِ سِبَاحَةَ ت مغْنِيكَ  -فَ قَالَ: هَلْ كمسِرَتْ بِكَ 

 
  ) 3(.» اسم« البرهان. 1
2 TAFSEER IMAM HASSAN AL ASKARI (A.S.) - S 9 
3 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 90 – The Book of Quran – Ch 129 H 2 
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So, he-asws said: ‘Has it ever capsized with you where there was neither a (another) ship to 
rescue you nor could swimming (to the shore) have availed you?’ He said, ‘Yes’.  

لَِ صَكَ مِنْ وَرْطتَِكَ قاَلَ: بَ لَى. أَنَّ شَ  -لْبمكَ همنَالِكَ قاَلَ: فَ هَلْ تَ عَلَّقَ ق َ   يْئاا مِنَ الَْْشْيَاءِ قاَدِر  عَلَى أَنْ يُم

He-asws said: ‘So did your heart feel during that state that there is something from the things 
which is able upon finishing you off from your predicament?’ He said, ‘Yes’.  

غَاثةَِ حِ  الْقَادِرم  -ءم هموَ اللََّّم قاَلَ الصَّادِقم ع: فَذَلِكَ الشَّيْ  نَْْاءِ حِيَْ لَِ ممنْجِيَ، وَ عَلَى الِْْ  .يَْ لَِ ممغِيثَ عَلَى الِْْ

Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘So that is the thing. He-azwj is Allah-azwj, the One-azwj Able upon the rescuing 
where there is no rescuer, and upon Helping where there is no helper’.4 

Introduction: 

We can never understand our Creator, Allah-azwj, those who try to describe Allah-azwj through 
analogies or through their own interpretation of Holy Verse and Ahadith, claiming to have 
solved the mysteries of the hidden and esoteric knowledge, end up falling more into the 
unchartered waters of the dark oceans.   

The speech of Allah-azwj (Holy Verses) is not like the speech of Human beings, as Amir ul-
Momineen Ali-asws Ibn Abi Talib-asws explained to a man:  

كَ   فِ الْقمرْآنِ قاَلَ أمَِيرم الْممؤْمِنِيَْ عالز نِْدِيقِ الْممدَّعِي للِتَّنَاقمضِ  فإَِنَّهم رمبَّ تَ نْزيِلٍ يمشْبِهم بِكَلًَمِ الْبَشَرِ وَ هموَ   الْعملَمَاءِ  عَنِ  تَ فْقَهَهم  حَتَّّ  بِرأَْيِكَ  الْقمرْآنَ  ت مفَسِ رَ  أَنْ  إِيََّ
 بِهمهم ء  مِنْ خَلْقِهِ يمشْ كَلًَمم اللََِّّ وَ تََْوِيلمهم لَِ يمشْبِهم كَلًَمَ الْبَشَرِ كَمَا ليَْسَ شَيْ 

 ‘(In a reply to) a heretic claiming contradiction in the Quran, Amir Al-Momineen Ali-asws Bin 
Abu Talib-asws said to him: ‘Beware of interpreting the Quran by your opinion until you 
understand it from the knowledgeable ones-asws, for it is such that the Lord-azwj Revealed it in 
a Speech of the humans, and it is the Speech of Allah-azwj. And its explanation cannot be 
resembled with the speech of the humans just as there isn’t anything from His-azwj creatures 
resembling Him-azwj (an extract).5  

‘Similarly, interpretation by opinion is Absolutely Forbidden, as there is no leeway for 
people to interpret the Holy Verses as per their opinion and understandings (Tafseer Bil 
Ra'yi) but to seek the meanings of the Quran as well as Ahadith through the Ahadith: 

ثَ نَا عَلِيُّ بْنم إِبْ راَهِيمَ بْنِ هَاشِمٍ عَنْ   نِ بْنِ الصَّلْتِ عَنْ عَلِيِ  بْنِ مموسَى الر ضَِا عَنْ أبَيِهِ عَنْ مُمَمَّدم بْنم مموسَى بْنِ الْممتَوكَِ لِ رَضِيَ اللََّّم عَنْهم قاَلَ حَدَّ أبَيِهِ عَنِ الرَّيََّ
ينِِ مَنِ  وَ مَا عَرَفَنِِ مَنْ شَبَّهَنِِ بِِلَْقِي وَ مَا عَلَى دِ  كَلًَمِي   بِرأَْيِهِ  فَسَّرَ  مَنْ  بِ  آمَنَ  مَا آبََئهِِ عَنْ أمَِيِر الْممؤْمِنِيَْ ع قاَلَ قاَلَ رَسمولم اللََِّّ ص قاَلَ اللََّّم جَلَّ جَلًَلمهم 

 اسْتَعْمَلَ الْقِيَاسَ فِ دَيْنِِ. 

Muhammad Bin Musa Bin Al Mutawakkal, from Ali Bin Ibrahim Ibn Hashim, from his father, from Al Rayan Bin 
Al Salt, from; 

 
4 TAFSEER IMAM HASSAN AL ASKARI (A.S.) - S 6 
وحيد:  264/  5.  5

ّ
 الت
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Ali-asws Bin Musa Al-Reza-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws, from Amir Al-Momineen-asws, who 
says: ‘Allah-azwj Said: “He has not believed in Me-azwj, the one who interprets My-azwj Speech 
by his opinion, and he has not recognised Me-azwj the one who resembles Me-azwj with My-azwj 
creatures, and he is not upon My-azwj Religion, the one who utilises the analogy in My-azwj 
Religion”’.6  

Also, Quranic Verses cannot be interpreted through other Quranic Verses but through 
Ahadith, e.g.,  

 . كَفَرَ   إِلَِّ  ببَِعْضٍ  بَ عْضَهم   الْقمرْآنَ  رَجمل   ضَرَبَ  مَا عَنِ الْقَاسِمِ بْنِ سملَيْمَانَ عَنْ أَبِ عَبْدِ اللََِّّ ع قاَلَ قاَلَ أَبِ ع

From Al Qasim Bin Suleyman,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘My-asws father-asws said: ‘A man 
will not strike the Quran, part of it with a part (explaining one Verse by the other), except he 
has disbelieved’’.7  

Ghulat’s Interpretation of the ‘أسمائه الحسنى’ (Beautiful Names) of Allah-azwj’s: 

Some of Allah-azwj‘s names, in the meanings of His-azwj qualities (adjective) are also used by 
His-azwj creation but in different meanings. Imam Ali Al-Reza-asws says: Allah-azwj has given 
some of His-azwj names to His-azwj creation so that they understand His-azwj Commands, but 
the meanings of these names are different.  The meaning of the same ‘Ism’ is different for 
Him-azwj as compared to the ones which are applied to His-azwj servants, even though the 
‘Ism’ is the same. (Full text of the Hadith is given in Appendix I).   

Imam Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza-asws says: 

ءَ مِنَ الْْلَْقِ فِ حَالهِِ قاَلموا أَخْبِمونََ إِذْ زَعَمْتممْ أنََّهم لَِ  ءَ مِثْلمهم وَ لَِ شَيْ وَ قَدْ سمَِعمونََ نُمَدِ ثم عَنِ اللََِّّ أنََّهم لَِ شَيْ  الْممكَذِ بمونَ  الْغَالمونَ  أَسْماَئهِِ  مِنْ  ذَلِكَ   رأََى فَ لَمَّا
ا دمونَ بَ عْضٍ إِذْ  تهِِ كملِ هَا أوَْ فِ بَ عْضِهَ لِكَ دَليِلًا عَلَى أنََّكممْ مِثْلمهم فِ حَالِمِثْلَ للََِِّّ وَ لَِ شِبْهَ لَهم كَيْفَ شَاركَْتممموهم فِ أَسْماَئهِِ الحمْسْنَى فَ تَسَمَّيْتممْ بَِِمِيعِهَا فإَِنَّ فِ ذَ 

 قَدْ جَََعَتْكممم الَْْسْماَءم 

So, when ‘الغالون’ (Ghulat - the exaggerators) as well as the beliers saw that from His-azwj 

Names, and they had heard us-asws narrating about Allah-azwj that there is nothing like 
Him-azwj, and there is nothing from the creation in His-azwj State, they said, ‘Inform us, when 
you-asws claim that there is no example for Allah-azwj, nor is there any resemblance for 
Him-azwj. 

Then how come you-asws participate (share) in His-azwj ‘الحسنى  so ,(Beautiful Names) ’أسمائه 

you-asws were called by all of them (أسمائه الحسنى)? Surely, in that there is evidence that you-asws 

are like Him-azwj in all of His-azwj states or in some of them without the others (الحسنى  ,(أسمائه 
since-asws good names are gathered for you-asws.  

 
 عيون أخبار الرضا )عليه السّلام( 1:  116/ 4.  6
ي 1:  18/ 2.  7

 تفسير العيّاش 
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َ تَ بَارَكَ وَ  هِ عَلَى اخْتِلًَفِ الْمَعَانِ وَ ذَلِكَ كَمَا يََْمَعم الِِسْمم الْوَاحِدم مَعْنَيَيِْْ مَمْتَلِفَيِْْ وَ الدَّليِلم عَلَى تَ عَالَ ألَْزَمَ الْعِبَادَ أَسْماَءا مِنْ أَسْماَئِ الطَّيِ بَةم قِيلَ لََممْ إِنَّ اللََّّ
 عَزَّ وَ جَلَّ بِهِ الْْلَْقَ فَكَلَّمَهممْ بِاَ يَ عْقِلمونَ ليَِكمونَ عَلَيْهِمْ حمجَّةا فِ تَضْيِيعِ مَا ضَيَّعموا   ذَلِكَ قَ وْلم النَّاسِ الْْاَئزِم عِنْدَهممم السَّائغِم وَ هموَ الَّذِي خَاطَبَ اللََّّ 

(Imam-asws says): It would be said to them, ‘Allah-azwj the Blessed and Exalted, Necessitated 
the servants with having names from His-azwj upon different meanings, and that is just as one 
gathers the one name having different meanings, and the evidence upon that are the 
common words of the people allowed with them, and it is which Allah-azwj Addressed the 
creatures with. So, He-azwj Spoke to them with what they are speaking with in order for it to 
become an argument upon them regarding the wastage of what they are wasting. 

اءم عَلَى مَعَانيِهَا الَّتِِ كَانَتْ بمنِيَتْ عَلَيْهَا لَِْنَّ  كَلْب  وَ حِْاَر  وَ ثَ وْر  وَ سمكَّرَة  وَ عَلْقَمَة  وَ أَسَد  كملُّ ذَلِكَ عَلَى خِلًَفِهِ لِْنََّهم لَْ تَ قَعِ الَْْسمَْ وَ قَدْ ي مقَالم للِرَّجملِ 
نْسَانَ ليَْسَ بَِِسَدٍ وَ لَِ كَلْبٍ فاَفْ هَمْ ذَلِكَ رَحَِْكَ اللََّّ  اَ تَسَمَّى اللََّّم بَِلْعَالِِ لغَِيْرِ عِلْمٍ حَادِثٍ عَلِمَ بِهِ الَْْشْيَاءَ وَ اسْتَعَانَ بِهِ عَلَى حِفْظِ  م الِْْ مَا يمسْتَقْبَلم مِنْ  وَ إِنََّّ

 ا أنََّ رأَيَْ نَا عملَمَاءَ الْْلَْقِ ا مَضَى مَِّا أفَْنَى مِنْ خَلْقِهِ مَِّا لَوْ لَْ يََْضمرْهم ذَلِكَ الْعِلْمم وَ يغَِيبمهم كَانَ جَاهِلًا ضَعِيفاا كَمَ أمَْرهِِ وَ الرَّوِيَّةِ فِيمَا يَُْلمقم مِنْ خَلْقِهِ وَ ي مفْنِيهِ مَِّ 

So, it is said for the man, (he is) a dog, and a donkey, and a bull, and sweet, and bitter, and a 
lion. All of that is upon different to him and his state. The Name does not fall upon its 
meaning which it had been built upon, because the human being is neither a lion, nor a dog. 
Therefore understand that, may Allah-azwj have Mercy on you, and rather Allah-azwj the 
Exalted has been Named with the knowledge without any new knowledge He-azwj learns 
being assisted by the things upon the preservation of what is to be in the future from His-azwj 
Commands and the process regarding what He-azwj Creates from His-azwj creatures, and Spoils 
from what is past from what perishes from His-azwj creatures, from what if that knowledge 
was not present and was absent, He-azwj would have been ignorant, weak, just as us, when 
we see the knowledgeable ones of the people. 

اَ فاَرَقَ هممم الْعِلْمم بَِلَْْشْيَاءِ  اَ سممُّوا بَِلْعِلْمِ لعِِلْمٍ حَادِثٍ إِذْ كَانموا قَ بْلَهم جَهَلَةا وَ رمبَِّ اَ سممِ يَ اللََّّم عَالِماا لِْنََّهم لَِ يََْهَلم شَيْئاا فَ قَدْ جَََعَ الْْاَلِقَ  إِنََّّ فَصَارموا إِلَ الْْهَْلِ وَ إِنََّّ
  اسْمم الْعِلْمِ وَ اخْتَلَفَ الْمَعْنَى عَلَى مَا رأَيَْتَ خْلموقَ وَ الْمَ 

But rather, they have been named with the knowledge due to the newly occurring 
knowledge, when they used to be ignorant beforehand. Sometimes the knowledge 
separates from them and they return back to be ignorance. But rather, Allah-azwj is Named as 
a Knower because He-azwj is not ignorant of anything. So, the Creator and the Created are 

gathered upon the name ‘العلم’ ‘Knower’, but the meaning is difference upon what you can 

see. (An extract, see the complete Hadith in Appendix I).8 

Ghulat, is discussed in detail elsewhere,  Ghulu-Ghali (Fabrication) and Taqseer-Muqassir 
(Ignorance) | Hubeali.com 

The meanings of the Names of Allah-azwj Stay the Same: 

 .كَتَبْتم إِلَ الصَّادِقِ ع أَسْأَلم عَنْ مَعْنَى اللََِّّ فَ قَالَ اسْتَوْلَ عَلَى مَا دَقَّ وَ جَلَ   شي، تفسير العياشي عَنِ الحَْسَنِ بْنِ خمرَّزاَدَ قاَلَ:

Tafseer Al Ayyashi – from Al-Hassan Bin Khurrazad who said,  

 
8 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 2 H 5 
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‘I wrote to Al-Sadiq-asws asking about meaning of ‘Allah’. He-asws said: ‘In Charge of what is 
intricate (infinitesimal) and majestic (large)’’.9 

عفور قال: سألت أبَ عبد الله عليه السلًم فضيل بن عثمان، عن ابن أبِ ي  س، عن أبيه، عن مُمد بن عبد الْبار، عن صفوان بن يَيى، عن ابن إدري
 لِول والآخر " وقلت: أما الِول فقد عرفناه، وأما الآخر فبيْ لنا تفسيره،  الله عزوجل " هو ا عن قول 

Ibn Idrees, from his father, from Muhammad Bin Abdul Jabbar, from Safwan Bin Yahya, from Fazeyl Bin 
Usman, from Ibn Abu Yafour who said,  

‘I asked Abu Abdullah-asws about the Words of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic: ‘هو الِول والآخر’ He 

is the First, and the Last10, and I said, ‘As for ‘the First’, so we recognise it, and as for ‘the 
Last’, so, clarify its interpretation for us’.  

ينتقل من لون إل لون، ومن هيئة إل هيئة، ومن صفة إل صفة، ومن زيَدة إل  ، أو يدخله التغير والزوال، أو  فقال: إنه ليس شئ إلِ يبيد أو يتغير
 على ما ل يزل   كل شئ، وهو الآخر فإنه ل يزل ولِ يزال واحدا، هو الِول قبل   نقصان، ومن نقصان إل زيَدة إلِ رب العالميْ

So, he-asws said: ‘There is nothing except that it perishes, or changes, or there enters into it 
the change and the decline, or transfers from a colour to a colour, and from a form to a 
form, and from an attribute to an attribute, and from an increase to a decrease, and from a 
decrease to an increase, except for the Lord-azwj of the worlds. So, He-azwj has never ceased 
to be or will cease to be in one state. He-azwj was first before everything and He-azwj would be 
Last for as long as eternity.  

الصف  الذي  ات والِسماء كما تختلف على غيرهلِ تختلف عليه  ترابَ مرة، ومرة لحما، ومرة دما، ومرة رفاتا ورميما، وكالتمر  الذي يكون  مثل الِنسان 
 يكون مرة بلحا، ومرة بسرا، ومرة رطبا، ومرة تمرا فيتبدل عليه الِسماء والصفات والله عزوجل بِلًف ذلك  

The attributes and the Names are not different upon Him-azwj just as they would be upon 
others (His-azwj Creation), like the human being who happened to be dust one time, and flesh 
and blood at one time, and one time would be decaying and bones, and like the date which 
happens to be raw, and one time ripe, and one time mature, and one time dried up. Thus, 
the names and the attributes change upon it but Allah-azwj Majestic and Mighty is opposite 
to that’’.11 

Someone being called merciful (Rahim) is not the same when Allah-azwj is 
Called Rahim: 

مَامم ع الرَّحَْْنم الْعَاطِفم عَلَى خَلْقِهِ بَِلر زِْقِ لَِ يَ قْطَعم عَنْهممْ مَوَادَّ رزِْقِهِ وَ إِنِ انْ قَطعَم    وا عَنْ إِطاَعَتِهِ الرَّحِيمم بِعِبَادِهِ الْممؤْمِنِيَْ فِ تَخْفِيفِهِ عَلَيْهِمْ طاَعَاتهِِ وَ  قاَلَ الِْْ
م  بعِِبَادِهِ الْممؤْمِنِيَْ وَ مِنْ رَحْْتَِهِ أنََّهم خَلَقَ مِائَةَ رَحَْْةٍ جَعَلَ مِنْهَا رَحَْْةا  بِعِبَادِهِ الْكَافِريِنَ فِ الر زِْقِ لََممْ وَ فِ دمعَائهِِمْ إِلَ مموَافَ قَتِهِ وَ قاَلَ أمَِيرم الْممؤْمِنِيَْ ع رَحِي

 نَّاسَ وَ تَ رْحَمم الْوَالِدَةم وَلَدَهَا وَ تََْنمو الْْممَّهَاتِ مِنَ الْحيََوَانََتِ عَلَى أوَْلَِدِهَا يَتََاَحَمم ال هِمْ فبَِهَا وَاحِدَةا فِ الْْلَْقِ كمل ِ 

The Imam-asws said: ‘And as for the Words of Allah-azwj The Merciful [1:3] - Amir-Al-
Momineen-asws said: ‘He-azwj is Merciful to His-azwj Momin servants. And from His-azwj Mercy 
He-azwj Created a hundred Mercies and He-azwj Allocated one of it to all of the creatures, and 

 
9 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 89 – The Book of Quran – Ch 29 H 39 
10 57:3 
11 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 2 H 9 
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from that people are merciful towards each other, and the mother is merciful to her child, 
and the mothers of the animals are merciful to their young ones.’ 

بُّونَ  فِيمَنْ  يمشَفِ عمهممْ  ثُمَ أممَّةَ مُمَمَّدٍ ص  فإَِذَا كَانَ يَ وْمم الْقِيَامَةِ أَضَافَ هَذِهِ الرَّحَْْةَ الْوَاحِدَةَ إِلَ تِسْعٍ وَ تِسْعِيَْ رَحْْةَا فَيَرحَْمم بِِاَ   تَماَمَ  الْمِلَّةِ  أهَْلِ  مِنْ  الشَّفَاعَةَ  لَهم  يَمِ
 .الَْْبَِِ 

So, when it will be the Day of Judgement, He-azwj will Increase this One Mercy to the other 
ninety-nine parts and be Merciful by it upon the community of Muhammad-saww and will 
Accept the intercession for those that they love to intercede with to the extent that one will 
come to a Momin from the Shias and will be saying, ‘Intercede for me’’.12  

Self (Essence) of Allah-azwj: 

Thinking, describing or talking about the Essence (Self) of Allah-azwj is strictly forbidden, to 
the extent that one may lose his faith by doing so. 

   تَ زَنْدَقَ  اللََِّّ  ذَاتِ وَ مَنْ فَكَّرَ فِ   

Amir ul-Momineen-asws says in the Sermon of Oneness of Allah-azwj: And whoever thinks 

about ‘ ََِّّذَاتِ  الل’ the Essence of Allah-azwj becomes faithless.13 

In a Hadith on Touheed, Imam-asws says:  

 ليَْسَتْ صِفَاتِ إِحَاطةٍَ فإَِنََّ نَ عْلَمم أنََّهم حَكِيم  وَ لَِ  ليَْسَ قَدْ نَصِفمهم فَ نَقمولم هموَ الْعَزيِزم الحَْكِيمم الْْوََادم الْكَريمم قِيلَ لََممْ كملُّ هَذِهِ صِفَاتم إِقْ راَرٍ وَ   إِنْ قاَلموا أَ وَ فَ 
 ، اءَ وَ لَِ نَدْريِ مَا جَوْهَرمهَا وَ نَ رَى الْبَحْرَ وَ لَِ نَدْريِ أيَْنَ ممنْتَهَاهم ى السَّمَ ر  وَ جَوَاد  وَ سَائرِم صِفَاتهِِ كَمَا قَدْ نَ رَ كَ قَدِيوَ كَذَلِ  نَ عْلَمم بِكمنْهِ ذَلِكَ مِنْهم 

If they say, ‘Or haven’t we described Him-azwj, and we are saying, ‘He-azwj is the Mighty, the 
Wise, the Generous, the Honourable?’ It would be said to them: ‘All these are the 
descriptions of acceptance, and they aren’t description of encompassing, for we know that 
He-azwj is Wise, but we do not know with that essence of His-azwj from it. And like that is, 
Able, and Generous, and the rest of His-azwj Attributes, just as we see the sky and we do not 
see its essence, and we see the ocean but do not know where its end is. (An extract).14 

In another Hadith; 

طْ   خَفِيَ وَ   فإَِذَا نَظرََ إِلَ الْكِتَابةَِ ظَهَرَ لَهم مَا  ءٍ يَ تَصَوَّرم لهَم لِْنََّهم  فِكْرَتمهم بِشَيْ لَطمفَ فَمَتَّ تَ فَكَّرَ الْعَبْدم فِ مائية ]مَاهِيَّةِ[ الْبَارئِِ وَ كَيْفِيَّتِهِ ألَهَِ فِيهِ وَ تَََيرََّ وَ لَْ تَمِ
 ، رْوَاحِهِمْ فِ أَجْسَادِهِمْ عَزَّ وَ جَلَّ خَالِقم الصُّوَرِ فإَِذَا نَظرََ إِلَ خَلْقِهِ ثَ بَتَ لَهم أنََّهم عَزَّ وَ جَلَّ خَالقِمهممْ وَ ممركَِ بم أَ 

But, when he looks as the writing, it appears to him what was hidden and subtle. So, when 
the servant ponders regarding the essence of the Creator and His-azwj Qualitative state, he 
would be stupefied and confused, and his thinking would not encompass anything he 
images for Him-azwj, because the Mighty and the Majestic is the Creator of the images. 
Therefore, when he looks into his own creation, it would be proved to him that He-azwj, 

 
12 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 2 H 10 
 تحف العقول، النص، ص: 96 13
14 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 3, The book of Tawheed, Ch 4 H 1 
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Mighty and Majestic is their Creator, and their souls have been Installed into their bodies. 
(Extract).15 

In a Hadith; 

اَطبََتَهممْ وَ كَلًَمَهممْ وَ يَسْألَمهم أَنْ ي معَلِ مَهممْ مَا الْقَوْلم الَّذِي يَ نْبَغِي أَنْ يَ قاَلَ جَعْفَرم بْنم مُمَمَّدِ بْنِ حَكِيمٍ فَكَتَبَ إِلَ أَبِ الحَْسَنِ   َ بهِِ مموسَى ع يََْكِي لَهم مَم دِينَ اللََّّ
 مِنْ صِفَةِ الْْبََّارِ 

Ja’far Bin Muhammad Bin Hakeem said, ‘So, I wrote to Abu Al Hassan Musa-asws relating it to 
him-asws, their addressing and their speech, and asked him-asws to teach them what the word 
is which is befitting that one can make a Religion of Allah-azwj with it, from the Attributes of 
the Compeller. 

َ أَجَلُّ وَ أعَْلَى وَ أَ  عْظَمم مِنْ أَنْ ي مبْلَغَ كمنْهم صِفَتِهِ فَصِفموهم بِاَ وَصَفَ بِهِ نَ فْسَهم وَ كمفُّوا عَمَّا  فأََجَابهَم فِ عَرْضِ كِتَابِهِ فَهِمْتم رَحَِْكَ اللََّّم وَ اعْلَمْ رَحَِْكَ اللََّّم أَنَّ اللََّّ
 . لِكَ.سِوَى ذَ 

He-asws answered in the presentation of his-asws letter: ‘I-asws understood, may Allah-azwj have 
Mercy on you, and know, may Allah-azwj have Mercy on you, that Allah-azwj is more Majestic, 
and Loftier, and more Magnificent than for one to reach His-azwj Essence. Therefore, describe 
Him-azwj with what He-azwj has Described Himself-azwj with, and stop from what is besides 
that’’.16 

عَنِ ابْنِ يزَيِدَ عَنِ الحمْسَيِْْ بْنِ بَشَّارٍ عَنِ الْوَشَّاءِ عَنْ يمونمسَ بْنِ بَِْمَنَ قاَلَ قاَلَ يمونمسم بْنم   عَنْ جَعْفَرِ بْنِ أَحَْْدَ عَنِ الشُّجَاعِيِ  رجال الكشي طاَهِرم بْنم عِيسَى
ء  فَكَتَبَ إِلَََّ جَوَابَ كِتَابِ ليَْسَ صَاحِبم هَذِهِ الْمَسْألََةِ عَلَى  يهِ مِنْ جَوْهَريَِّةِ الرَّبِ  شَيْ كَتَبْتم إِلَ أَبِ الحَْسَنِ الر ضَِا ع سَألَْتمهم عَنْ آدَمَ هَلْ كَانَ فِ   عَبْدِ الرَّحَْْنِ 

 . ءٍ مِنَ السُّنَّةِ زنِْدِيق  شَيْ 

Tahir Bin Isa, from Ja’far Bin Ahmad, from Al Shujaie, from Ibn Yazeed, from Al Husayn Bin Bashar, from Al 
Washa, from Yunus Bin Bahman who said, ‘Yunus Bin Abdul Rahman said,  

‘I wrote to Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza-asws asking him-asws about Adam-as, ‘Was there anything in 
him-as from the essence of the Lord-azwj?’ He-asws wrote to answer my letter: ‘The owner of 
this question isn’t upon anything from the Sunnah, (he is) an atheist’’.17 

هِ عَنْ مُمَمَّدِ بْنِ عَلِيٍ  الصَّيْرَفِِ  عَنْ عَلِيِ  بْنِ حََّْادٍ عَنِ   َ تَ بَارَكَ وَ تَ عَالَ لَِ ي مقْدَرم قمدْرَتمهم وَ    الْممفَضَّلِ عَنْ أَبِ عَبْدِ اللََِّّ ع قاَلَ:التوحيد مَاجِيلَوَيْهِ عَنْ عَمِ  إِنَّ اللََّّ
وَ نمور  ليَْسَ فِيهِ ظملْمَة  وَ صِدْق  ليَْسَ فِيهِ كَذِب  وَ عَدْل  ليَْسَ  ء  غَيْرهَم وَ هم لَِ يَ قْدِرم الْعِبَادم عَلَى صِفَتِهِ وَ لَِ يَ بْلمغمونَ كمنْهَ عِلْمِهِ وَ لَِ مَبْلَغَ عَظَمَتِهِ وَ ليَْسَ شَيْ 

 ، فِيهِ جَوْر  وَ حَقٌّ ليَْسَ فِيهِ بََطِل  

Majaylawiya, from his uncle, from Muhammad Bin Ali Al Sayrafi, from Ali Bin Hamad, from Al Mufazzal,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Allah-azwj Blessed and Exalted did not Determine His-azwj 
Determination, nor Determined the servants upon His-azwj description, nor can they reach 
the essence of His-azwj Knowledge, nor can His-azwj Magnificence be reached, and there isn’t 
anything apart from Him-azwj, and He-azwj is ‘Noor’ (Invisible Light) wherein isn’t any darkness, 

 
15 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 3, The book of Tawheed, Ch 6 H 15 
16 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 3, The book of Tawheed, Ch 9 H 31 
17 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 3, The book of Tawheed, Ch 13 H 12 
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and a Truth wherein isn’t any lie, and a Justice wherein there isn’t any tyranny, and a Truth 
wherein there isn’t any falsehood. 

وَ لَِ نََاَر  وَ لَِ شََْس  وَ لَِ قَمَر  وَ لَِ نْمموم  وَ لَِ سَحَاب  وَ لَِ   كَذَلِكَ لَْ يَ زَلْ وَ لَِ يَ زاَلم أبََدَ الْآبِدِينَ وَ كَذَلِكَ كَانَ إِذْ لَْ تَكمنْ أرَْض  وَ لَِ سَماَء  وَ لَِ ليَْل  
 ،  مَطرَ  وَ لَِ ريََِح  

Similar to that, He-azwj did not decline nor will He-azwj be declining forever and ever. And, 
similar to that, He-azwj existed when there didn’t exist an earth, nor a sky, nor night, nor day, 
nor a sun, nor a moon, nor stars, nor clouds, nor rain, nor wind.  

َ تَ بَارَكَ وَ تَ عَالَ أَحَبَّ أَنْ يَُْلمقَ خَلْقاا ي معَظِ ممونَ عَظَمَتَهم وَ يمكَبِِ مونَ كِبِْيََِءَهم  لُّونَ جَلًَلَهم فَ قَالَ كمونََ ظِلَّيِْْ فَكَانََ كَمَا قاَلَ اللََّّم تَ بَارَكَ وَ تَ عَالَ   ثُمَّ إِنَّ اللََّّ  . وَ يَمِ

Then Allah-azwj Blessed and Exalted Loved that He-azwj Created creatures revering His-azwj 
Magnificence, and extolling His-azwj Greatness, and extolling His-azwj Majesty, so He-azwj Said: 
“Be shadows!” So, they came into being just as Allah-azwj Blessed and Exalted Said’’.18 

Also, Al-Husayn-asws Bin Ali-asws says: 

 وَ أمعَر فِمهم بِاَ عَرَّفَ بِهِ نَ فْسَهم لَِ يمدْرَكم بَِلْحوََاسِ  وَ لَِ ي مقَاسم بَِلنَّاسِ  نَ فْسَهم  بِهِ  وَصَفَ  بِاَ إِلََِي أَصِفم  الَْْزْرَقِ يََ ابْنَ 

O Ibn Al-Azraq! I-asws describe my-asws God with whatever He-azwj Described Himself-azwj with, 
and I-asws recognise Him-azwj with whatever He-azwj Introduced Himself-azwj with. He-azwj can 
neither be realised by the senses, nor compared with the people (an extract).19 

ي مقَاسم بَِلنَّاسِ مَعْرموف  بَِلْآيََتِ   أمعَر فِمهم مِنْ غَيْرِ رمؤْيةٍَ وَ أَصِفمهم بِاَ وَصَفَ بِهِ نَ فْسَهم مِنْ غَيْرِ صمورَةٍ لَِ يمدْرَكم بَِلْحوََاسِ  وَ لَِ  نَ فْسَهم  بِهِ  عَرَّفَ  بِاَ أمعَر فِمهم ثُمَّ قاَلَ 
  ب معْدِهِ لَِ بنَِظِيٍر  بعَِيد  بِغَيْرِ تَشْبِيهٍ وَ ممتَدَانٍ فِ 

Then he-asws (Imam Al-Reza-asws) said: ‘Recognise Him-azwj with what He-azwj has Introduced 
Himself-azwj as. Recognise Him-azwj from other than sighting, and describe Him-azwj with what 
He-azwj Described Himself-azwj with, (but) from without an image. He-azwj cannot be grasped by 
the sensory perception, and cannot be compared with the people. He-azwj is known by the 
remote signs without resembling Him-azwj, and He-azwj is close by in His-azwj remoteness 
without an equal (an extract).20 

أَبِ بَصِيٍر قاَلَ قاَلَ أبَمو جَعْفَرٍ ع تَكَلَّمموا فِ خَلْقِ اللََِّّ وَ لَِ تَ تَكَلَّمموا فِ    مَّدم بْنم الحَْسَنِ عَنْ سَهْلِ بْنِ زيََِدٍ عَنِ الحَْسَنِ بْنِ مَُْبموبٍ عَنْ عَلِيِ  بْنِ رئََِبٍ عَنْ مُمَ 
اا    تَ تَكَلَّمموا فِ ذَاتِ اللََِّّ  لَِ ءٍ وَ يْ حَريِزٍ تَكَلَّمموا فِ كملِ  شَ وَ فِ رِوَايةٍَ أمخْرَى عَنْ  اللََِّّ فإَِنَّ الْكَلًَمَ فِ اللََِّّ لَِ يَ زْدَادم صَاحِبَهم إِلَِّ تَََيرُّ

Mohammed ibn al-Hassan has narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad, who from al-Hassan ibn Mahbub, who from Ali ibn 
Riab, who from Abu Basir, who has narrated from:  

Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq-asws who said: ‘Speak about the creation of Allah-azwj but do not speak 
about Allah-azwj Himself.  Speaking about Allah-azwj’s Self does not add anything to one’s 

 
18 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 3, The book of Tawheed, Ch 13 H 44 
19 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 4 H 24 
20 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 4 H 31 
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knowledge but instead further confusion.’  In another Hadith from Hariz it reads, speak 
about everything but do not speak about Allah’s Self.21 

كممْ وَ التَّ  رَزيِنٍ عَنْ مُمَ عِدَّة  مِنْ أَصْحَابنَِا عَنْ أَحَْْدَ بْنِ مُمَمَّدِ بْنِ خَالِدٍ عَنْ مُمَمَّدِ بْنِ عَبْدِ الْحمَِيدِ عَنِ الْعَلًَءِ بْنِ  فَكُّرَ  مَّدِ بْنِ ممسْلِمٍ عَنْ أَبِ جَعْفَرٍ ع قاَلَ إِيََّ
  أَنْ تَ نْظمرموا إِلَ عَظَمَتِهِ فاَنْظمرموا إِلَ عَظِيمِ خَلْقِهِ  أرََدْتمْ فِ اللََِّّ وَ لَكِنْ إِذَا 

A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed ibn Khalid, who from Mohammed ibn Abd 
al-Hamid, who from al-Ala’ ibn Razin, who from Mohammed ibn Muslim, who from: 

Imam Abu Jafar-asws, who said the following: ‘Beware of thinking about Allah-azwj’s Self.  If you 
like to think about the greatness of Allah-azwj, think about His-azwj great wonderful 
creations.’22 

Ones having integral Parts are other than Allah-azwj: 

نِ الْممخْتَارِ الَْمَْدَانِ ِ عَنِ الْفَتْحِ بْنِ يزَيِدَ الْمْرْجَانِ ِ يد، التوحيد ن، عيون أخبار الرضا عليه السلًم مَاجِيلَوَيْهِ عَنْ عَلِيِ  بْنِ إِبْ راَهِيمَ عَنِ الْممخْتَارِ بْنِ مُمَمَّدِ بْ 
عْتمهم يَ قمولم فِ اللََِّّ عَزَّ وَ  عَنْ أَبِ الحَْسَنِ ع قاَلَ:  الصَّمَدم لَْ يلَِدْ وَ لَْ يمولَدْ وَ لَْ يَكمنْ لَهم كمفمواا أَحَد   الْوَاحِدم الَْْحَدم  هموَ اللَّطِيفم الْْبَِيرم السَّمِيعم الْبَصِيرم   جَلَ سمَِ

 ممنْشِئم الَْْشْيَاءِ وَ مُمَسِ مم الَْْجْسَامِ وَ ممصَو رِم الصُّوَرِ 

Majaylawiya, from Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Al Mukhtar Bin Muhammad Bin Al Mukhtar Al Hamdany, from Al Fat’h 
Bin Yazeed Al Jarjany,  

‘From Abu Al-Hassan-asws, he (the narrator) said, ‘I heard him-asws saying regarding the Words 
of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic (that) He-azwj is the Subtle, the Informed, the Hearing, the 
Seeing, the One, the First, the Samat, He-azwj does not beget and is not begotten, and there 
does not happen to be anyone a match for Him-azwj, Originator of the things, and Embodier 
of the bodies, and Formulator of the images. 

ء  وَ لَِ يمشْبِهم هموَ جَسَّمَهم وَ صَوَّرَهم وَ أنَْشَأَهم إِذْ كَانَ لَِ يمشْبِهمهم شَيْ  لَوْ كَانَ كَمَا يَ قمولمونَ لَْ ي معْرَفِ الْْاَلِقم مِنَ الْمَخْلموقِ وَ لَِ الْممنْشِئم مِنَ الْممنْشَإِ فَ رْق  بَيَْْ مَنْ 
 شَيْئاا 

If it was just as they are saying, the Creator would not be recognised from the created 
beings, nor the Originations from the originated. There is a difference between the One-azwj 
(Allah-azwj) Who Embodied him (people), and Imaged him (gave people figure), and 
Originated him, when there is nothing which resembles Him-azwj, nor does He-azwj resemble 
anything’.  

نْسَانم وَاحِد  أَ ليَْسَ قَدْ تَشَابََِ ق ملْتم أَجَلْ جَعَلَنَِِ اللََّّم فِدَاكَ لَكِنَّكَ ق ملْتَ الَْْحَدم الصَّمَدم وَ ق ملْتَ لَِ يمشْبِهم شَيْئاا وَ اللََّّم وَاحِ   تِ الْوَحْدَانيَِّةم د  وَ الِْْ

I said, ‘Yes, may Allah-azwj Make me to be sacrificed for you-asws! But, you-asws said: ‘The First, 
the Samad’, and you-asws said: ‘Nothing resembles Him-azwj’; and Allah-azwj is One and the 
human being is one. Isn’t there the resemblance of the oneness?’  

 
ي ج :  21
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اَ التَّشْبِيهم  اللََّّم  ثَ بَّتَكَ  أَحَلْتَ  فَ تْحم  يََ قاَلَ  نْسَانَ إِنََّّ اَ    فِ الْمَعَانِ فأََمَّا فِ الَْْسْماَءِ فَهِيَ وَاحِدَة  وَ هِيَ دَلَِلَة  عَلَى الْممسَمَّى وَ ذَلِكَ أَنَّ الِْْ وَ إِنْ قِيلَ وَاحِد  فإَِنََّّ
نْسَانم نَ فْسمهم ليَْسَ  ليَْسَتْ بِسَوَاءٍ دَممهم  بِوَاحِدٍ لَِْنَّ أعَْضَاءَهم مَمْتَلِفَة  وَ ألَْوَانهَم مَمْتَلِفَة  كَثِيرةَ  غَيْرم وَاحِدَةٍ وَ هموَ أَجْزاَء  مُمَزَّأ   يُمْبَِم أنََّهم جمثَّة  وَاحِدَة  وَ ليَْسَ بَِثْ نَيِْْ فاَلِْْ

 يْرم بَ يَاضِهِ وَ كَذَلِكَ سَائرِم الْْلَْقِ رهِِ وَ سَوَادمهم غَ غَيْرم لحَْمِهِ وَ لحَْممهم غَيْرم دَمِهِ وَ عَصَبمهم غَيْرم عمرموقِهِ وَ شَعْرمهم غَيْرم بَشَ 

He-asws said: ‘O Fat’h! You are lawful (in asking), may Allah-azwj Affirm you!  But rather (what 
I-asws meant was), the resemblance is in the meaning. As for in the names, so these are one, 
and it is evidence upon the Named, and that is because the human being, and even if he is 
said to be one, rather it is known that he is of one body, and he isn’t with two (bodies), but 
the human being (body) isn’t one (entity), since his body parts are different, and his colours 
are different, a lot, not one, and he is of parts brought together not with equalness. His 
blood is other than his flesh, and his flesh is other than his blood, and his nerves are other 
than his veins, and his hair is other than his skin, and his blackness is other than his 
whiteness, and like that is the rest of the creation. (An extract, see the complete Hadith in 
Appendix II).23 

The Name of Allah-azwj is upon many Letters: 

ثَ نَا أَحَْْدم بْنم مُمَمَّدٍ عَنْ عَلِيِ  بْنِ الحَْكَمِ عَنْ مُمَمَّدِ بْنِ الْفَضْلِ قاَلَ أَخْبََِنِ ضمرَيْس  الْوَ  إِنَّ اسْمَ اللََِّّ الَْْعْظَمَ عَلَى   رٍ ع قاَلَ:ابِشِيُّ عَنْ جَابِرٍ عَنْ أَبِ جَعْفَ حَدَّ
اَ كَانَ عِنْدَ آصَفَ مِنْهَا حَرْف  وَاحِد  فَ تَكَلَّمَ بِهِ فَخمسِفَ    عَادَتِ  ثُمَ  بيَِدِهِ  السَّريِرَ  تَ نَاوَلَ  ثُمَ مَا بَ يْنَهم وَ بَيَْْ سَريِرِ بلِْقِيسَ بَِلَْْرْضِ  ثَلًَثةٍَ وَ سَبْعِيَْ حَرْفاا وَ إِنََّّ

رَ بِهِ فِ عِلْمِ الْغَيْبِ عِنْدَهم وَ لَِ حَوْلَ وَ لَِ  لِِسْمِ اثْ نَانِ وَ سَبْعمونَ حَرْفاا وَ حَرْف  عِنْدَ اللََِّّ اسْتَأْث َ كَمَا كَانَتْ أَسْرعََ مِنْ طرَْفَةِ عَيٍْْ وَ عِنْدَنََ نَُْنم مِنْ ا  الَْْرْضم 
 ق موَّةَ إِلَِّ بَِللََِّّ الْعَلِيِ  الْعَظِيمِ. 

Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Ali Bin Al Hakam, from Muhammad Bin Al Fazeyl, from Zareys Al Wabishy, from 
Jabir, 

‘From Abu Ja’far-asws having said: ‘الِعظم  The Magnificent Name of Allah-azwj is upon‘ ’اسم  الله 

seventy-three (73) letters, and rather, with Aasif (Bin Barkhiya) there was one letter from 
these, so he spoke with it and there was a contraction with the earth in what is between 
him and the throne of Bilquis. Then he grabbed the throne by his hand, then the ground 
returned to just as it had been before, quicker than the blink of an eye, and with us-asws, 
from the Name, there are seventy-two (72) letters, and a letter is with Allah-azwj, He-asws 
Captures with it the Knowledge of the unseen with Him-azwj, and there is neither any might 
nor strength except with Allah-azwj, the Exalted, the Magnificent’’.24 

َ عَزَّ وَ جَلَّ جَعَلَ اسْمَهم الَْْعْظَمَ عَلَى ثَلًَثةٍَ وَ سَبْعِيَْ حَرْفاا   أَبِ عَبْدِ اللََِّّ الْبَِقِْيِ  يَ رْفَ عمهم إِلَ أَبِ عَبْدِ اللََِّّ ع قاَلَ:أَحَْْدم بْنم مُمَمَّدٍ عَنْ   مِنْهَا آدَمَ  فأََعْطَىإِنَّ اللََّّ
ةَ أَحْرمفٍ وَ أعَْطَى عِيسَى مِنْهَا نموحاا مِنْهَا خََْسَةَ عَشَرَ حَرْفاا وَ أعَْطَى مِنْهَا إِبْ راَهِيمَ ثََاَنيَِةَ أَحْرمفٍ وَ أعَْطَى مموسَى مِنْهَا أرَْبَ عَ  أعَْطَى وَ  حَرْفاا  عِشْريِنَ  وَ  خََْسَةا 

 وَ الْْبَْ رَصَ   هَ حَرْفَيِْْ وَ كَانَ يَمْيِي بِِِمَا الْمَوْتَى وَ يمبِِْئم بِِِمَا الَْْكْمَ 

Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Abu Abdullah Al Barqy,  

‘Raising it to Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic Made His-azwj 
Magnificent Name to be upon seventy-three letters, and Gave to Adam-as twenty-five letters 
from these, and Gave to Noah-as twenty-five letters from these, and Gave to Ibrahim-as 

 
23 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 2 H 2 
24 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 3 H 4 
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eighty letters from these, and Gave to Musa-as forty letters from these, and Gave to Isa-as 
two letters from these, and he-as used to revive the dead with these two and cure the 
blindness and the leprosy with these two.  

 [ نَ فْسِ الْعِبَادِ. حَرْفاا وَ احْتَجَبَ حَرْفاا لئَِلًَّ ي معْلَمَ مَا فِ نَ فْسِهِ وَ يَ عْلَمَ مَا ]فِ  25وَ أعَْطَى مُمَمَّداا اثْ نَيِْْ وَ سَبْعِيَْ 

  saww-two letters, and Veiled one letter, lest he-seventy saww-Gave to Muhammad azwj-And He
26the servants’’.Self and know what is within the self of  azwj-what is within Hiswould know  

Also, in another Hadith: 

 وَ الْمَلًَئِكَةم لَِّ اللََّّم ألَْف  لَِ يَ عْلَممهَا إِلَِّ اللََّّم وَ ألَْف  لَِ يَ عْلَممهَا إِلَِّ اللََّّم وَ الْمَلًَئِكَةم وَ ألَْف  لَِ يَ عْلَممهَا إِ  اسْمٍ  آلَِفِ   أرَْبَ عَةَ  للََِّّ  إِنَ  رموِيَ عَنِ النَّبِِ  ص أنََّهم قاَلَ:
 وَ النَّبِيُّونَ 

 there are four thousand  wjaz-For Allahd: ‘ihaving sa saww-It is reported from the Prophet
a thousand, none knows these , and azwj-. A thousand, none knows these except AllahNames

, and the azwj-s these except Allahand the Angels, and a thousand, none know azwj-except Allah
. as-Angels, and the Prophets 

اِئَةٍ فِ الِْْ  اِئَةٍ مِنْهَا فِ التَّوْراَةِ وَ ثَلًَثَم اِئَةٍ فِ الزَّبمورِ وَ مِائَة  فِ الْقمرْآنِ تِسْعَة  وَ تِسْعمونَ ظاَهِرَة  وَ وَاحِد   أمََّا الْْلَْفم الرَّابِعم فاَلْممؤْمِنمونَ يَ عْلَممونهَم ثَلًَثَم يلِ وَ ثَلًَثَم نِْْ
 مِنْهَا مَكْتموم  مَنْ أَحْصَاهَا دَخَلَ الْْنََّةَ. 

And as for the fourth thousand, the Momineen know it – three hundred of these are in the 
Torah, and three hundred are in the Evangel, and three hundred are in the Psalms, and a 
hundred are in the Quran, ninety-nine are apparent, and one of these is Hidden. One who 
counts (learns) these would enter the Paradise’’.27 

His-azwj Name Allah-azwj is other than His Essence: 

َ بَِلت َّوَهُّمِ فَ قَدْ كَفَرَ وَ مَنْ عَبَدَ   عَنْ غَيْرِ وَاحِدٍ عَنْ أَبِ عَبْدِ اللََِّّ ع قاَلَ:  رئَبابن الوليد، عن الصفار، عن اليقطينِ، عن ابن مُبوب، عن ابن   مَنْ عَبَدَ اللََّّ
فَ عَقَدَ    28الَّتِِ يَصِفم بِِاَ نَ فْسَهم   بِصِفَاتهِِ   عَلَيْهِ   الَْْسْماَءِ   بِِِيقَاعِ عْنَى  الِِسْمَ وَ لَْ يَ عْبمدِ الْمَعْنَى فَ قَدْ كَفَرَ وَ مَنْ عَبَدَ الِِسْمَ وَ الْمَعْنَى فَ قَدْ أَشْرَكَ وَ مَنْ عَبَدَ الْمَ 

 ممؤْمِنِيَْ ع عَلَيْهِ قَ لْبَهم وَ نَطَقَ بِهِ لِسَانمهم فِ سِرِ  أمَْرهِِ وَ عَلًَنيَِتِهِ فأَمولئَِكَ أَصْحَابم أمَِيِر الْ 

Ibn Al Waleed, from Al Saffar, from Al Yaqteeny, from Ibn Mahboub, from Ibn Raib, from someone else,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘One who worships Allah-azwj by the imagination (trying 
to capture Allah, i.e., through a figure), so he has committed Kufr, and one who worships 
the Name but does not worship the meaning, so he has committed Kufr, and one who 
worships the Name as well as the meaning, so he has committed Shirk (associated), and one 
who worships the meaning with the harmony of the Names upon Him-azwj with His-azwj 
Attributes which He-azwj Described Himself-azwj with, and pacts his heart upon it, and his 
tongues speaks with it in the private of his affairs and his public (speech), so they are the 
companions of Amir Al-Momineen-asws’’. 

 
 .و في نسخة بدله، اثنان و سبعون -(1)  25

26 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 3 H 5 
27 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 3 H 6 

 . ( و في نسخة: بصفاته التي وصف بها نفسه 1)  28
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 . أمولئِكَ هممم الْممؤْمِنمونَ حَقًّا وَ فِ حَدِيثٍ آخَرَ 

And in another Hadeeth: ‘Those, they are the Momineen, truly’’.29 

The Basis of the Ism (Name): 

دِ اللََِّّ عَنْ مُمَمَّدِ بْنِ عَبْدِ اللََِّّ وَ مموسَى يد، التوحيد مع، معانِ الْخبار ن، عيون أخبار الرضا عليه السلًم أَبِ عَنْ أَحَْْدَ بْنِ إِدْريِسَ عَنِ الحمْسَيِْْ بْنِ عمبَيْ 
 .لِمَوْصموفٍ  صِفَة  سَألَْتم الر ضَِا ع عَنِ الِِسْمِ مَا هموَ قاَلَ  عَمْروٍ وَ الحَْسَنِ بْنِ أَبِ عمثْمَانَ عَنْ مُمَمَّدِ بْنِ سِنَانٍ قاَلَ:بْنِ 

My father, from Ahmad Bin Idrees, from Al Husayn Bin Ubeydullah, from Muhammad Bin Abdullah, and Musa 
Bin Amro, and Al Hassan Bin Ali Bin Abu Usman, from Muhammad Bin Sinan who said,  

‘I asked Al-Reza-asws about the Name, what is it?’ He-asws said: ‘An Attribute (virtue) of the 
Attributed (described one)’’.30 

The Name and the Recognition of Allah-azwj: 

الله عليه ابن المتوكل، عن مُمد العطار، عن ابن أبَن، عن ابن اورمة، عن علي بن الحسيْ بن مُمد، عن خالد بن يزيد  عن عبد الِعلى، عن أبِ عبد  
وكل شئ وقع عليه اسم شئ فهو مَلوق ما خلً الله، فأما ما عبِت الِلسن عنه أو عملت الِيدي فيه فهو مَلوق، والله   السلًم قال: اسم الله غير الله

 شياء غير موصوف بحد مسمى، غاية من غايَه، والمغيى غير الغاية، والغاية موصوفة وكل موصوف مصنوع، وصانع الِ

Ibn Al Mutawakkal, from Muhammad Al Attar, from Ibn Aban, from Ibn Awrama, from Ali Bin Al Husayn Bin 
Muhammad, from Khalid Bin Yazeed, from Abdul A’ala,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘The Name of Allah-azwj is other than Allah-azwj, and 
everything a name falls upon so it is a creation, apart from Allah-azwj. As for what the tongue 
expresses a phrase about Him-azwj, or the hands work regarding Him-azwj, it is a creation, and 
Allah-azwj is a Peak from His-azwj (created) peaks, and the meaning is without a peak, and the 
peak is a description, and every description is made (creation), and the Maker of the things 
is without a description with a limit of a named one.  

وصدقوه وتفهموه  ل يتكون فتعرف كينونته بصنع غيره، ول يتناه إل غاية إلِ كانت غيره، لِ يزل من فهم هذا الحكم أبدا وهو التوحيد الْالص فاعتقدوه  
 بِذن الله عزوجل، 

He-azwj did not come into existence by the Making of someone else, so His-azwj Existence can 
be understood, and He-azwj did not end up to a peak except it would have been someone 
else. Do not err from the understanding of this ruling ever, and it is the pure Tawheed, 
therefore believe in it, and ratify it, and understand it by the Permission of Allah-azwj Mighty 
and Majestic.  

بصورة أو بِثال فهو مشرك لِن الحجاب والمثال والصورة غيره، وإنَّا هو واحد موحد فكيف يوحد من زعم أنه عرفه ومن زعم أنه يعرف الله بحجاب أو  
  من عرفه بَلله فمن ل يعرفه به فليس يعرفه، إنَّا يعرف غيره، بغيره، إنَّا عرف الله

 
29 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 1 H 7 
30 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 1 H 3 
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And one who claim that he recognises Allah-azwj with veils, or with an image, or with an 
example, so he is a Polytheist, because the veils, and the examples, and the image is other 
than Him-azwj, and rather He-azwj is One Being, so how can he consider Him-azwj as One, the 
one who claims that he is recognised by someone else. But rather, he recognises Allah-azwj, 
one who recognises Him-azwj as Allah-azwj, so the one who does not recognise Him-azwj with it, 
doesn’t recognise Him-azwj. But rather, he has recognised someone else. 

 واصف، شئ، والله خالق الِشياء لِ من شئ، يسمي بِسمائه فهو غير أسمائه والِسماء غيره، والموصوف غير الليس بيْ الْالق والمخلوق 

There isn’t anything between the Creator and the created, and Allah-azwj is the Creator of the 
things, (but) not from a thing. He-azwj is Named by His-azwj Names, therefore He-azwj is other 
than His-azwj Names, and His-azwj Names are other than Him-azwj, and the described one is 
other than the describer.  

 درك معرفة الله إلِ بَلله، والله خلو من خلقه وخلقه خلو منه،فمن زعم أنه يؤمن بِا لِ يعرف فهو ضال عن المعرفة، لِ يدرك مَلوق شيئا إلِ بَلله، ولِ ت

So, the one who claims that he believes in what he does not recognise, so he has strayed 
from the recognition. The created being cannot realise anything except through Allah-azwj, 
nor can you realise the recognition of Allah-azwj except through Allah-azwj, and Allah-azwj is 
vacant from His-azwj creation, and His-azwj creation is vacant from Him-azwj.  

روا على عمل ولِ معالْة ما احدث فِ وإذا أراد شيئا كان كما أراد بِمره من غير نطق، لِملجأ لعباده ما قضى، ولِ حجة لَم فيما ارتضي، ل يقد
 لميْ.  أبدانَم المخلوقة إلِ بربِم، فمن زعم أنه يقوى على عمل ل يرده الله عزوجل فقد زعم أن إرادته تغلب إرادة الله، تبارك الله رب العا

And whenever He-azwj Wants something, it comes into being just as He-azwj Wanted from 
without having Spoken, being a shelter from His-azwj servants from what He-azwj has 
Ordained, and there is no argument for them regarding what He-azwj Chooses. They are not 
able upon working, nor treating from what creature comes into being in their bodies. So, the 
one who claims that he is strong upon a work which Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic does not 
Want, so he has claimed that his intention has overcome the Intention (Will) of Allah-azwj. 
Blessed is Allah-azwj, Lord-azwj of the worlds’’.31 

عن أبيه، عن النضر بن سويد، عن هشام بن الحكم أنه سأل أبَ عبدالله عليه السلًم عن أسماء الله واشتقاقها:    علي بن إبراهيم،
الله ما هو مشتق؟ قال: فقال لَ: يَ هشام الله مشتق من إله والِله يقتضي مألوها والِسم غير المسمى، فمن عبد الِسم دون  
المعنى فقد كفر ول يعبد شيئا، ومن عبد الِسم والمعنى فقد كفر وعبد اثنيْ، ومن عبد المعنى دون الِسم فذاك التوحيد أفهمت يَ  

 هشام؟ قال: فقلت: زدنِ  

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al-Nazar Bin Suweyd, from Hisham Bin Al-Hakam, who says: 

‘I asked Abu Abdullahasws about the Names of Allahazwj and their Derivatives, ‘From what has 
‘Allah’ been derived from?’ Heasws said to me: ‘O Hisham! ‘Allah’ has been derived from ‘Ilah’ 
and ‘Alaah’ which necessitates a worshipper and the Name is not the same as the Named. 
So, the one who worships the Name without the Meaning, so he has blasphemed and has 
not worshipped anything. And the one who worships the Name and the Meaning, so he has 

 
31 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 1 H 6 
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blasphemed as he has worshipped two. And the one who has worshipped the Meaning 
without the Name, so that is the Oneness (Al-Tawheed). Do you understand, O Hisham?’ I 
said, ‘Increase it for me’.  

قال: إن لله تسعة وتسعيْ اسما فلو كان الِسم هو المسمى لكان كل اسم منها إلَا ولكن الله معنى يدل عليه بِذه الِسماء وكلها  
غيره، يَ هشام الْبز اسم للمأكول والماء اسم للمشروب والثوب اسم للملبوس والنار اسم للمحرق أفهمت يَ هشام فهما تدفع به  

 وتناضل به أعداء نَ والمتخذين مع الله عزوجل غيره؟ قلت: نعم، قال: فقال: نفعك الله به وثبتك يَ هشام،  

Heasws said: ‘Allahazwj has ninety nine Names. Had every Name been (the same as) the 
Named, then every one of them would be a god, but Allahazwj is Evidenced by these Names, 
and all of these are other than Himazwj. O Hisham! The ‘Bread’ is a name of a food and the 
‘Water’ is the name of a drink, and the ‘Cloth’ is a name of the garment, and the ‘Fire’ is a 
name of the incinerators. Do you understand, O Hisham with an understanding by which 
you can defend against, and struggle against ourasws enemies, and those that take someone 
else along with Allahazwj?’ I said, ‘Yes’. Heasws said: ‘May Allahazwj benefit you by it and Keep 
you to be steadfast, O Hisham’.  

 قال هشام فوالله ما قهرنِ أحد فِ التوحيد حتّ قمت مقامي هذا. 

Hisham said, ‘By Allahazwj! No one was able to defeat me regarding Oneness (Al-Tawheed) 
until he were to stand in this place of mine (reach to my level of understanding)’.32 

وبَسناده إل امير المؤمنيْ عليه السلًم انه قال وقد سئل ما الفائدة فِ حروف الَجاء فقال على عليه السلًم ما من حرف الِ  
 وهو اسم من اسماء الله عزوجل. 

By its chain up to Amir-ul-Momineenasws whoasws when asked: ‘What is the benefit of the 
letters of the Alphabet?’ So Aliasws said: ‘There is no letter from the letters (of the Arabic 
Alphabet) but it is a Name from the Names of Allahazwj the Mighty the Majestic’.33 

 

The Self and Attributes of Allah-azwj: 

فات فِ كتابه ؟  عند أبِ جعفر الثانِ عليه السلًم فسأله رجل فقال: أخبِنِ عن الرب تبارك وتعال أله أسماء وصعن أبِ هاشم الْعفري قال: كنت  
 وهل أسماؤه وصفاته هي هو ؟

Abu Hashim Al Ja’fary who said,  

‘I was in the presence of Abu Ja’far-asws the 2nd and a man asked him-asws saying, ‘Inform me 
about the Lord-azwj Blessed and Exalted, are there Names and attributes for Him-azwj in the 
Book? And are His-azwj Names and His-azwj Attributes, Him-azwj?’ 

 
32 Al Kafi - H 230  
33 Tafseer Noor Al Saqalayn  CH 1 – H 43 
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سماء ذو عدد وكثرة فتعال الله عن ذلك، وإن كنت تقول هذه الِ  : إن كنت تقول هي هو أنهفقال أبو جعفر عليه السلًم: إن لَذا الكلًم وجهيْ
يزل صورها وهجاؤها وتق تقول: ل  فنعم وإن كنت  يستحقها  تزل عنده فِ علمه وهو  ل  فإن قلت:  معنييْ  تزل مُتمل  ل  فإنَّا  تزل  ل  طيع والصفات 

 حروفها فمعاذ الله أن يكون معه شئ غيره 

Abu Ja’far-asws said: ‘For this speech, there are two aspects. If you are saying, these (Names) 
are Him-azwj, i.e., He-azwj is with a number and multiplicity, so Exalted is Allah-azwj (away) from 
that; and if you are saying these are Attributes, and the Names would never cease to be, so 
‘never cease to be’ carries two meaning. So, if you say, ‘They will not cease to be in His-azwj 
Presence in His-azwj Knowledge and He-azwj is Rightful, so yes; but if you are saying these will 
not cease to be, their images, and their spellings, and their syllables, and their letters, then 
we-asws seek Refuge with Allah-azwj that there happens to be with Him-azwj, something other 
than Him-azwj. 

لمذكور بَلذكر هو  بل كان الله تعال ذكره ولِ خلق ثُ خلقها وسيلة بينه وبيْ خلقه يتضرعون بِا إليه ويعبدونه وهي ذكره، وكان الله سبحانه ولِ ذكر، وا
 لف المتجزي، الله القديم الذي ل يزل، والِسماء والصفات مَلوقات والمعنِ بِا هو الله الذي لِ يليق به الِختلًف ولِ الِيتلًف، وإنَّا يُتلف ويأت

But, Allah-azwj was and had not Created (anything from His-azwj Creations). Then He-azwj 
Created these as a means between Him-azwj and His-azwj creatures - being desperately 
(dependant) upon Him-azwj, and they are worshipping Him-azwj, and these are His-azwj 
Mention. And Allah-azwj was and there was no Mention, and the Mentioned One-azwj is with 
the Mention. He-azwj is Allah-azwj, the eternal Who does not cease to be; and the Names and 
the Attributes are creations, and the Meaning Meant by these, He-azwj is Allah-azwj with 
Whom neither befits the variances nor the combinations, and rather (that) variates and 
combines, (which is) fragmented. 

الواحد متجزئ، والله واحد لِ متجزئ ولِ متوهم بَلقلة والكثرة، وكل متجزئ أو متوهم    ولِ يقال له: قليل ولِ كثير، ولكنه القديم فِ ذاته لِن ما سوى
 بَلقلة والكثرة فهو مَلوق دال على خالق له 

So, Allah-azwj will not be said to be combined, nor Allah-azwj as little nor more, but the 
eternality is regarding His-azwj Self, because whatever is besides the One-azwj, is a fragment, 
and Allah-azwj is the One-azwj, not fragmented, nor can He-azwj be imagined with the less and 
the more, and everything which is fragmented or imagined with the less and the more, so it 
is a creation evidencing upon its Creator. (Hadith continues) 

How Allah-azwj is Powerful and Knower? 

ت العجزسواه، وكذلك قولك: عال إنَّا نفيت بَلكلمة الْهل وجعلت الْهل  فنفيت بَلكلمة العجز وجعلفقولك: إن الله قدير خبِت أنه لِ يعجزه شئ  
 والَجاء والتقطيع فلً يزال من ل يزل عالما. واه، فإذا أفنى الله الِشياء أفنِ الصورة س

So, your words that ‘Allah-azwj is Powerful’, informs you that He-azwj is not frustrated by 
anything. Thus you, negate the frustration by the speech and make the frustration to be 
other than Him-azwj. And similar to that are your words, ‘Knower’. But rather the ignorance is 
negated by the speech, and the ignorance is made to be besides Him-azwj. And when 
Allah-azwj Annihilates the things, the image, and the spelling, and the syllables get 
annihilated, and He-azwj does not cease to be, the One-azwj who will not cease to be a 
Knower’. (Hadith continues) 
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How Allah-azwj is All Hearing and All Seeing? 

  كيف سمينا ربنا سميعا ؟ فقال: لِنه لِ يُفى عليه ما يدرك بَلِسماع، ول نصفه بَلسمع المعقول فِ الراس. وكذلك سميناه بصيرا لِنه لِ فقال الرجل: ف
 يُفى عليه ما يدرك بَلِبصار من لون أو شخص أو غير ذلك، ول نصفه ببصر طرفة العيْ.

So, the man said, ‘So how come we are Naming our Lord-azwj as ‘All-Hearing’?’ So he-asws said: 
‘Because it is not Hidden upon Him-azwj whatever is being comprehended by the ears, and 
we-asws do not describe Him-azwj with the Hearing situated in the head. Like that, we-asws 
Name Him-azwj as ‘All-Seeing’, because it is not Hidden upon Him-azwj whatever is 
comprehended by the visions, from the colour or persons or other than that; and we-asws do 
not describe Him-azwj with the vision of the blink of the eye. (Hadith continues) 

How Allah-azwj is Aware of subtleties? 

 ثل البعوضة وما هو أخفى من ذلك، وكذلك سميناه لطيفا لعلمه بَلشئ اللطيف م

And similar to that we-asws Name Him-azwj as the ‘Aware of subtleties’ due to His-azwj 
Knowledge of the subtle things, like the mosquito, and (things) more concealed than that. 

ا، والعقل والشهوة للسفاد والحدب على أولِدها، وإقامة بعضها على بعض، ونقلها الطعام والشراب إل أولِدها فِ الْبال والمفاوز  و موضع المشي منه
 والِودية والقفار فعلمنا بذلك أن خالقها لطيف بلً كيف إذا لكيفية للمخلوق المكيف.  

And the subject of the growth is from these, and the intelligence, and the desires for the 
marital relations, and the leniency upon their offspring, and their watching out for each 
other, and their transference of the food and the drink to their children in the mountains, 
and wilderness, and the valleys, and the wastelands. Thus, we know that their Creator is 
Aware of the subtleties without a ‘how’, and rather the ‘how’ is for the creations, the ones 
subject to ‘how’. (Hadith continues) 

How Allah-azwj is Strong and Eternal? 

ن الْلق لوقع التشبيه واحتمل الزيَدة، وما احتمل الزيَدة ا قويَ بلً قوة البطش المعروف من الْلق، ولو كان قوته قوة البطش المعروف موكذلك سمينا ربن
 احتمل النقصان، وما كان نَقصا كان غير قديم وما كان غير قديم كان عاجزا،  

And similar to that, we Name our Lord-azwj as Strong, not due to the strength of the violence 
well-known from the creatures. And if it was so that His-azwj Strength was the strength of the 
well-known violence from the creatures, a resemblance would not occur for Him-azwj and an 
increase would not be tolerated. And whatever tolerates the increase, would tolerate the 
decrease; and whatever was deficient would be without eternity; and whatever was without 
eternity would be frustrated.  

ريف مُرم على القلوب أن تَتمله، وعلى الِوهام أن تَده، وعلى الضمائر أن  فربنا تبارك وتعال لِشبه له ولِضد ولِند، ولِ كيفية ولِ نَاية ولِ تصا
  .تصوره، عزوجل عن أداة خلقه وسمات بريته، وتعال عن ذلك علوا كبيرا

So, our Lord-azwj, Blessed and Exalted, there is neither a resemblance for Him-azwj, nor an 
opposite, nor a match, nor a ‘how’, nor an end-point, nor can He-azwj be envisaged by visions. 

http://www.hubeali.com/


‘Allah’ – the Ism- Only reserved for His-Self-azwj www.hubeali.com 

18 of 31 

And it is Prohibited unto the hearts to create His-azwj resemblance, and upon the 
imaginations that these limit Him-azwj, and for consciences to imagine Him-azwj. Majestic and 
Mighty is He-azwj from the instruments of His-azwj creatures, and features of His-azwj Created 
beings; and Exalted is He-azwj from that, Loftier, Greater’’.34 

Rab and Rabuwiya  

 ربوبيةسلًم: " أن العقل لِقامة رسم العبودية لِ لِدراك الما قاله الِمام علي عليه ال

Amir Al-Momineen-asws says: ‘(The One who) is blessed with ‘Aql’35 has to submit himself but 
not try to unfold the mysteries of ‘Rabuwiyat’.36 

The above Hadith introduces concepts of Rab and Rabuwiya, the earlier has been used for 
Allah-azwj as well as for others but the latter (Rabuwiya) is, like ‘Allah’ is specifically and 
exclusively reserved for Allah-azwj, see Appendix III 

Appendix I: Participation in Allah-azwj’s Beautiful Names: 

ن الرضا عليه السلًم أنه قال: اعلم علمك الله الْير أن الله  يسى، عن الحسيْ ابن خالد، عن أبِ الحسالدقاق، عن الكلينِ، عن علًن، عن مُمد بن ع
 ديموميته  تبارك و تعال قديم، والقدم صفة دلت العاقل على أنه لِ شئ قبله ولِ شئ معه فِ

From Al Daqaq, from Al Kulayni, from Alaan, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Al Husayn Ibn Khalid,  

‘From Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza-asws having said: ‘Know that Allah-azwj, the Informed, Knows you. 
Allah-azwj Blessed and Exalted is Ancient, and the ancientness is an attribute evidencing the 
intellectual upon that He-azwj, there is nothing before Him-azwj, and there is nothing with 
Him-azwj in his continuity. 

قبله شئ، أو كان معه شئ فِ بقائه، فقد بَن لنا بِقرار العامة معجزة الصفة أنه لِ شئ قبل الله، ولِ شئ مع الله فِ بقائه، وبطل قول من زعم أنه كان  
   ه لِنه ل يزل معه فكيف يكون خالقا لمن ل يزل معه ؟ ل يَز أن يكون خالقا ل

Thus, it is clear for us, by the acceptance of the general marvels of the attributes that there 
is nothing before Allah-azwj, and there is nothing with Allah-azwj during His-azwj remaining, and 
it invalidates the word of the one who claims that there was something before Him-azwj, or 
there was something with Him-azwj during His-azwj remaining. It is not allowed that there 
would happen to be a creator for Him-azwj, because he was not eternally with Him, so how 
can there be a creator for one was not with him eternally?  

 الِول ذلك الشئ لِ هذا، وكان الِول أول بِن يكون خالقا للًول الثانِ.  ولو كان قبله شئ كان 

If there was something before Him-azwj, that would be the first thing, not this one, and the 
first one would be foremost that it happens to be a creator of the second one.  

 
34 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 1 H 1 
35 A quality through which, Allahazwj and His Divine Representatives-asws and their commands are recognised, 
e.g., see Al-Kafi, vol. 1, pg. 10. 
36 Bahrul Moarif, Nahjul Israr, vol.2, pg. 380. 
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ا، قيوما،  ثُ وصف نفسه تبارك وتعال بِسماء دعا الْلق إذ خلقهم وتعبدهم وابتلًهم إل أن يدعوه بِا فسمى نفسه سميعا، بصيرا، قادرا، قاهرا، حي
 ا، وما أشبه هذه الِسماء ظاهرا، بَطنا، لطيفا، خبيرا، قويَ، عزيزا، حكيما، عليم

Then He-azwj Described Himself-azwj Blessed and Exalted, the Name the creatures can call with 
then He-azwj does Created them, and Try them to them calling Him-azwj with these. So, He-azwj 
Named Himself-azwj as Hearing, Seeing, Able, Subduer, Living, Eternal, Apparent, Hidden, 
Subtle, Informed, Strong, Mighty, Wise, Knower, and what resembles these Names.  

ه لِ مثل  تم أنفلما رأى ذلك من أسمائه الغالون المكذبون وقد سمعونَ نُدث عن الله أنه لِ شئ مثله، ولِ شئ من الْلق فِ حاله قالوا: أخبِونَ إذ زعم
ميعها ؟ فإن فِ ذلك دليلً على أنكم مثله فِ حالِته كلها أو فِ بعضها دون بعض إذ قد  لله ولِ شبه له كيف شاركتموه فِ أسمائه الحسنى فتسميتم بِ

 جَعتكم الِسماء الطيبة. 

So, when the exaggerators and the beliers saw that from His-azwj Names, and they had heard 
us narrating about Allah-azwj that there is nothing like Him-azwj, and there is nothing from the 
creation in His-azwj State, they said, ‘Inform us, when you claim that there is no example for 
Allah-azwj, nor is there any resemblance for Him, how come you participate Him-azwj in His-azwj 
Beautiful Names, and you names yourselves with the entirety of them? Surely, in that there 
is evidence upon that you are like Him-azwj in His-azwj States, all of them, or in some of them 
besides some, when you have gathered the good names’. 

عنييْ مَتلفيْ، والدليل على ذلك قول  م: إن الله تبارك وتعال ألزم العباد أسماءا من أسمائه على اختلًف المعانِ، وذلك كما يَمع الِسم الواحد مقيل لَ
 فِ تضييع ما ضيعوا،  الناس الْائز عندهم السائغ  وهو الذي خاطب الله عزوجل به الْلق فكلمهم بِا يعقلون ليكون عليهم حجة 

It would be said to them, ‘Allah-azwj the Blessed and Exalted, Necessitated the servants with 
having names from His-azwj upon different meanings, and that is just as one gathers the one 
name having different meanings, and the evidence upon that are the common words of the 
people allowed with them, and it is which Allah-azwj Addressed the creatures with. So He-azwj 
Spoke to them with what they are speaking with in order for it to become an argument 
upon them regarding the wastage of what they are wasting. 

نسان قد يقال للرجل: كلب وحْار وثور وسكرة وعلقمة وأسد كل ذلك على خلًفه لِنه ل تقع الِسماء على معانيها التِ كانت بنيت عليها لِن الِو 
روية ره، والليس بِسد ولِ كلب فافهم ذلك رحْك الله. وإنَّا تسمى الله بَلعال لغير علم حادث علم به الِشياء واستعان به على حفظ ما يستقبل من أم

 فيما يُلق من خلقه ويفنيه ما مضى ما أفنى من خلقه ما لو ل يَضره ذلك العلم ويغيبه كان جاهلً ضعيفا كما أنَ رأينا علماء الْلق 

So, it is said for the man, (he is) a dog, and a donkey, and a bull, and sweet, and bitter, and a 
lion. All of that is upon different to him and his state. The Name does not fall upon its 
meaning which it had been built upon, because the human being is neither a lion, nor a dog. 
Therefore understand that, may Allah-azwj have Mercy on you, and rather Allah-azwj the 
Exalted has been Named with the knowledge without any new knowledge He-azwj learns 
being assisted by the things upon the preservation of what is to be in the future from His-azwj 
Commands and the process regarding what He-azwj Creates from His-azwj creatures, and Spoils 
from what is past from what perishes from His-azwj creatures, from what if that knowledge 
was not present and was absent, He-azwj would have been ignorant, weak, just as us, when 
we see the knowledgeable ones of the people. 

http://www.hubeali.com/


‘Allah’ – the Ism- Only reserved for His-Self-azwj www.hubeali.com 

20 of 31 

كانوا قبله جهلة، وربِا فارقهم العلم بَلِشياء فصاروا إل الْهل. وإنَّا سمي الله عالما لِنه لِ يَهل شيئا فقد جَع الْالق إنَّا سموا بَلعلم لعلم حادث، إذ  
 لعلم واختلف المعنى على ما رأيت.  والمخلوق اسم ا

But rather, they have been named with the knowledge due to the newly occurring 
knowledge, when they used to be ignorant beforehand. Sometimes the knowledge 
separates from them and they return back to be ignorance. But rather, Allah-azwj is Named as 
a Knower because He-azwj is not ignorant of anything. So, the Creator and the Created are 
gathered upon the name ‘Knower’, and the meaning is difference upon what you can see.  

كما أن جزءنَ الذي نسمع به لِنقوي على النظر به، ولكنه عزوجل أخبِ أنه لِ تخفى عليه  الصوت لِ يبصر به   وسمي ربنا سميعا لِ بِزء فيه يسمع به
 ما سمينا به نُن فقد جَعنا الِسم بَلسميع واختلف المعنى،الِصوات ليس على حد 

And our Lord-azwj is Hearing, not by a perforation in Him-azwj Hearing the sounds with it, nor 
does He-azwj See by it, just as we have perforations by which we hear not being strong upon 
seeing with it. But, He-azwj is All-Informed, there being nothing hidden from Him-azwj from the 
sound. He-azwj is not bound by a limit of what we can hear. So, we are gathered in name with 
the name, and the meaning is different.  

 صر بِزء منا لِننتفع به فِ غيره، ولكن الله بصير لِ يَهل شخصا منظورا إليه فقد جَعنا الِسم واختلف المعنى  وهكذا البصير لِ بِزء به أبصر كما أنَ نب 

And similar to this is the sight. He-azwj does not see by a perforation from Him-azwj just as we 
tend to see by a perforation from us, not benefitting by it with something else. But Allah-azwj 
is Seeing, not by looking towards a person. So, we are gathered in the name but the 
meaning is different.  

رجل: القائم بِمرنَ فلًن،  لكنه أخبِ أنه قائم يُبِ أنه حافظ كقول الليس على معنى انتصاب وقيام على ساق فِ كبد كما قامت الِشياء و   و هو قائم
ن أي  وهو عزوجل القائم على كل نفس بِا كسبت، والقائم أيضا فِ كلًم الناس الباقي، والقائم أيضا يُبِ عن الكفاية كقولك للرجل: قم بِمر فلً

 عنى، اكفه، والقائم منا قائم على ساق فقد جَعنا الِسم ول يَمعنا الم

And He-azwj is Standing, not being upon the meaning of an uprightness and standing upon a 
leg in the middle just as the things stand. But He-azwj Stands Informed, being a Preserver, 
unlike the words of the man, ‘Standing with our matters over so and so’. And Allah-azwj, He-

azwj is the Stander upon every soul with what it has earned. And the standing as well in the 
speech of the people is the remaining. And the standing as well, informs about the 
responsibility, like your words to a man, ‘Stand with the matter of the Clan of so and so’, i.e., 
suffice them. And the standing one from us stands upon a leg. So we are gathered in the 
name, and we are not gathered in the meaning.  

طف فلًن فِ من أن يدرك كقولك: لطف عنِ هذا الِمر، ول  لى قلة وقضافة وصغر، ولكن ذلك على النفاذ فِ الِشياء والِمتناعوأما اللطيف فليس ع
أو يَد    مذهبه، وقوله يُبِك أنه غمض فبهر العقل وفات الطلب وعاد متعمقا متلطفا لِ يدركه الوهم فهكذا لطف الله تبارك وتعال عن أن يدرك بحد

 بوصف، واللطافة منا الصغر والقلة فقد جَعنا الِسم واختلف المعنى. 

And as for the (Name) Subtle, so is not upon scarceness, and delicateness, and smallness, 
but that is upon the implementation regarding the things which are hard to perceive, like 
your words to the man, ‘This matter is delicate upon me, and so and so is subtle in his 
approach’. And his words inform you that intellect is shut with regards to it and the 
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subtleness is lost, as it is so profound, so subtle, that the imagination cannot realise it. So, 
similar to that is the Subtleness of Allah-azwj Blessed and Exalted from being comprehended 
by a limit, or limited by an attribute. And the subtleness from us is the smallness, and 
scarcity. Thus, we are gathered in the name but different in the meaning.  

لِهما ما علم لِن من كان كذلك كان  لِشياء فتفيده التجربة والِعتبار علما لو ير فالذي لِ يعزب عنه شئ ولِ يفوته ليس للتجربة ولِ للًعتبار بَوأما الْب
 جاهلً والله ل يزل خبيرا بِا يُلق، والْبير من الناس المستخبِ عن جهل المتعلم وقد جَعنا الِسم واختلف المعنى. 

And as for the Informed (All-Aware), so it is which the thing is recognised from, and nothing 
is missed out from Him-azwj. It is not due to the experimentation, nor by learning of lessons 
with the things, for during the experimentation and the learning of lessons, are the two 
pieces of knowledge, and had it not been for the two, it would not be known, because the 
one who was like that, would have been ignorant, and Allah-azwj has not ceased to be 
Informed with what He-azwj Created, and the ‘informed’ from the people is the choice 
(chosen) by the ignorant to learn. So, we are gathered in the name and the meaning is 
different.  

ل:  ن أجل أنه علً الِشياء بركوب فوقها وقعود عليها وتسنم لذراها، ولكن ذلك لقهره ولغلبته الِشياء وقدرته عليها كقول الرجوأما الظاهر فليس م
  على الِشياء. ، وأظهرنِ الله على خصمي يُبِ عن الفلج والغلبة فهكذا ظهور اللهظهرت على أعدائي

And as for the Overcomer, so it is not from a reason that He-azwj is upon the things by riding 
above them, and seated upon these, ascending to their peaks. But, that is due to His-azwj 
Subduing and His-azwj Overcoming the things and His-azwj Power upon these, like the words of 
the man, ‘I overcame upon my enemy and Allah-azwj Made me overcome upon my 
adversary’, inform about the cleaving and the overcoming. So, this is how Allah-azwj 
Overcomes upon the things.  

أظهر وأوضح أمرا من الله تبارك و تعال فإنك لِتعدم صنعته  ي ظاهر  لِ يُفي عليه شئ، وأنه مدبر لكل ما يرى فأووجه آخر أنه الظاهر لمن أراده  
 البارز بنفسه والمعلوم بحده فقد جَعنا الِسم واختلف المعنى.  حيثما توجهت وفيك من آثاره ما يغنيك، والظاهر منا

And another aspect is that He-azwj is the Manifest to the one who wants Him-azwj and nothing 
is Hidden from Him-azwj, and He-azwj is the Designer of everything what He-azwj Designed. So, 
which manifestation is more apparent and clearer than Allah-azwj Blessed and Exalted, 
because you cannot execute His-azwj Making wherever you may divert your face to, and 
inside you are its effects what makes you independent. And the Manifestation is more than 
ours, transcendental by Himself-azwj, and the known by His-azwj Sharpness. So, we have 
gathered in the name and we are not gathered in the meaning. 

لِستبطان للًشياء بِن يغور فيها، ولكن ذلك منه على استبطانه للًشياء علما وحفظا وتدبيرا كقول القائل: أبطنته يعنِ وأما الباطن فليس على معنى ا
 واختلف المعنى  ، والباطن منا بِعنى الغائر فِ الشئ المستتَ، فقد جَعنا الِسم ته وعلمت مكتوم سرهخبِ 

And as for the Hidden (Esoteric), so it is not upon the meaning of the hidden-ness of the 
things, with being immersed into them, but that from Him-azwj is upon the Knowledge of the 
hidden things, and Preserving these, and their regulation, like the words of the man, ‘I know 
his inside, meaning I am informed of him and know the concealed secrets of his’. And the 
hidden from us is the absent regarding the things, the veiled, and we are gathered in the 
name and differ in the meaning. 
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ا يقهر العباد بعضهم بعضا فالمقهور منهم يعود قاهرا والقاهر يعود مقهورا، ولكن  ومكر كمفإنه ليس على علًج ونصب واحتيال ومداراة    وأما القاهر
يكون،  طرفة عيْ غير أنه يقول له: كن فذلك من الله تبارك وتعال على أن جَيع ما خلق متلبس به الذل لفاعله وقلة الِمتناع لما أراد به ل يُرج منه  

 .  لقاهر منا على ما ذكرت ووصفت فقد جَعنا الِسم واختلف المعنِفا

And as for the Subduer, so it is not upon the meaning of a process, and establishing hostility, 
and fraud, and deceit, and plotting, just as the servants would do to subdue each other, and 
the subdued from them reverts to be the subdue, and the subduer reverts to be a subdued. 
But that, from Allah-azwj Blessed and High is upon the entirety of what He-azwj Created are 
clothed by the humility to its Performer, and scarcity of the obstacles to whatever He-azwj 
intends with. It does not emerge in even the blink of an eye if He-azwj is Saying to it: “Be”, so 
it comes into being, while the subdue from us is upon what we-asws mentioned and 
described. So, we are gathered in the name, and differ in the meaning’.  

 ها كلها فقد تكتفي للًعتبار بِا ألقينا إليك والله عوننا وعونك فِ إرشادنَ وتوفيقنا ل نسم وهكذا جَيع الِسماء وإن كنا

And like that are the entirety of the Names, and if even though we-asws have not gathered all 
of these, so these would suffice as the lesson with what we-asws have cast to you, and Allah-

azwj would Assist you, and Assist us-asws in Guiding us and Harmonising us’’.37 

Appendix II: Ones having integral Parts cannot be resembled with Allah-azwj: 

ن يزيد الْرجانِ، عن أبِ الحسن عليه السلًم قال:  الفتح ب، عن  بن مُمد بن المختار الَمدانِ  المختارد، ن: ما جيلويه، عن علي بن إبراهيم، عن  ي
م  ير الواحد الِحد الصمد، ل يلد ول يولد ول يكن له كفوا أحد، منشئ الِشياء، ومُس الْبير السميع البص  سمعته يقول فِ الله عزوجل: هو اللطيف

 ور الصور، الِجسام، ومص

Majaylawiya, from Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Al Mukhtar Bin Muhammad Bin Al Mukhtar Al Hamdany, from Al Fat’h 
Bin Yazeed Al Jarjany,  

‘From Abu Al-Hassan-asws, he (the narrator) said, ‘I heard him-asws saying regarding the Words 
of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic (that) He-azwj is the Subtle, the Informed, the Hearing, the 
Seeing, the One, the First, the Samat, He-azwj does not beget and is not begotten, and there 
does not happen to be anyone a match for Him-azwj, Originator of the things, and Embodier 
of the bodies, and Formulator of the images. 

 . لق من المخلوق، ولِ المنشئ من المنشأ، فرق بيْ من جسمه وصوره وأنشأه إذ كان لِ يشبهه شئ، ولِ يشبه هو شيئا لو كان كما يقولون ل يعرف الْا

If it was just as they are saying, the Creator would not be recognised from the created 
beings, nor the Originations from the originated. There is a difference between the One-azwj 
(Allah-azwj) Who Embodied him (people), and Imaged him (gave people figure), and 
Originated him, when there is nothing which resembles Him-azwj, nor does He-azwj resemble 
anything’.  

 مد وقلت: لِ يشبه شيئا، والله واحد والِنسان واحد، أليس قد تشابِت الوحدانية ؟قلت: أجل جعلنِ الله فداك لكنك قلت: الِحد الص

 
37 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 2 H 5 
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I said, ‘Yes, may Allah-azwj Make me to be sacrificed for you-asws! But, you-asws said: ‘The First, 
the Samad’, and you-asws said: ‘Nothing resembles Him-azwj’; and Allah-azwj is One and the 
human being is one. Isn’t there the resemblance of the oneness?’ 

ن قيل واحد فإنَّا يُبِ على المسمى، وذلك أن الِنسان وإقال: يَ فتح أحلت ثبتك الله، إنَّا التشبيه فِ المعانِ، فأما فِ الِسماء فهي واحدة، وهي دلِلة  
سه ليس بواحد لِن أعضاءه مَتلفة وألوانه مَتلفة كثيرة غير واحدة، وهو أجزاء مُزا ليست بسواء، دمه غير أنه جثة واحدة، وليس بِثنيْ فالِنسان نف

 واده غير بياضه، وكذلك سائر الْلقوعصبه غير عروقه، وشعره غير بشره، وس لحمه، ولحمه غير دمه،

He-asws said: ‘O Fat’h! You are lawful (in asking), may Allah-azwj Affirm you!  But rather, the 
resemblance is in the meaning. As for in the names, so these are one, and it is evidence 
upon the Named, and that is because the human being, and even if he is said to be one, 
rather it is known that he is of one body, and he isn’t with two (bodies), but the human 
being (body) isn’t one (entity), since his body parts are different, and his colours are 
different, a lot, not one, and he is of parts brought together not with equalness. His blood is 
other than his flesh, and his flesh is other than his blood, and his nerves are other than his 
veins, and his hair is other than his skin, and his blackness is other than his whiteness, and 
like that is the rest of the creation. 

لِ واحد غيره، لِ اختلًف فيه ولِ تفاوت ولِ زيَدة ونقصان فأما الِنسان المخلوق لِنسان واحد فِ الِسم لِ واحد فِ المعنى، والله جل جلًله واحد  فا
 غير أنه بَلِجتماع شئ واحد المصنوع المؤلف من أجزاء مَتلفة وجواهر شتِ 

So, the human being is one in the name, not one in the meaning, and Allah-azwj, Majestic is 
His-azwj Majesty is One, there is no one other than Him-azwj. There is no differing in Him-azwj, 
nor any difference, nor any increase and reduction. As for the human being is the created 
being, the made, the composed from different parts and various limbs, apart from that he, 
by the collection, is one thing’.  

للفصل فإنِ أعلم أن لطفه على خلًف لطف خلقه  قلت: جعلت فداك فرجت عنِ فرج الله عنك فقولك: اللطيف الْبير فسره لَ كما فسرت الواحد  
 غير أنِ احب أن تشرح ذلك لَ.

I said, ‘May I be sacrificed for you-asws! You-asws have relived from me, may Allah-azwj Relieve 
you-asws. Your-asws word: The Subtle, the Informed, interpret it for me, just as you-asws 
interpreted the One, for I know that His-azwj Subtleness is different from the subtlety of 
His-azwj creatures of the detail, apart from that, I would love it if you could expound that for 
me’.  

وما   وغير اللطيف، وفِ الْلق اللطيف من الحيوان الصغار من البعوض والْرجس طيففقال: يَ فتح إنَّا قلنا: اللطيف للخلق اللطيف، ولعلمه بَلشى الل
 يستبان لصغره الذكر من الِنثى، و الحدث المولود من القديم  يكاد بل لِ  صغر منهما ما لِ يكاد تستبينه العيون هو أ

He-asws said: ‘O Fat’h! But rather, we-asws say He-azwj is Subtle due to the subtle creation, and 
for His-azwj Knowledge with the subtle things, and non-subtle, and regarding the subtle 
creation from the animals, the small ones from the mosquito, and the Jarjis, and what is 
smaller than these two, what almost does not appear to the eyes, but it almost does not 
appear due to its smallness, whether is it a male or a female, and occurrence of the new-
born from the old. 
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ا يصلحه ما فِ لْج البحار وما فِ لحاء الِشجار والمفاوز والقفار و فهم  وت والْمع لمفلما رأينا صغر ذلك فِ لطفه واهتدائه للسفاد والَرب من الم
كاد عيوننا تستبينه  ء إليها ثُ تَليف ألوانَا حْرة مع صفرة وبياضا مع خضرة وما لِتم به أولِدها عنها ونقلها الغذابعضها عن بعض منطقها وما يفه

 بتمام خلقها  

So when we see the smallness of that in its subtleness, and its guidance to the spoiling, and 
the fleeing from the death, and the gathering for what is correct for it from what is in the 
depths of the oceans, and what is in the barks of the trees, and the deserts and the 
wastelands, and their understanding each other in speech, and what their children 
understand with from them, and its transporting the provision to it, then composing their 
types, red with the yellow, and white with the green, and what our eyes almost cannot see 
the integration of its body. 

كل صانع شئ فمن شئ    آلة، وأن   منا أن خالق هذا الْلق لطيف لطف فِ خلق ما سميناه بلً علًج ولِ أداة ولِولِ تراه عيوننا ولِ تلمسه أيدينا عل
 شئ. من ليل خلق وصنع لِطيف الْق اللصنع، والله الْال

And our eyes cannot see it nor can our hands touch it, we know that the Creator of this 
subtle creation is Subtle in Creation what we name it, without any treatment, nor any 
instruments nor tools, and that every maker of a thing, makes it from a thing, and Allah-azwj 
is the Creator of the subtle, the majestic, Creates and Makes, not from a thing’’.38 

Appendix III: The Word Rab and ‘Rabuwiya’: 

The noun of the word ‘Rab’, when used as an adjective, is ‘Rabuwiya’ which refers to an 
‘Entity’, which cannot be anyone but Allah-azwj, this is the reason we have been asked in 
several traditions of Masomeen-asws to refrain from ascribing the word ‘Rabuwiya’ to 
them-asws.  In a long tradition, Imam Ali Reza-asws has explained the meanings of the word 
‘Rabuwiya’:  

  مَعْنَى الرُّبموبيَِّةِ إِذْ لَِ مَرْبموب  لَهم 

The meaning of the ‘Rabuwiya’ is: The ‘One’ who has no other sustainer(s)’ In one of the 
sermons, Amir Al-Momineen-asws says: 

فلً يقاس بنا أحد من الناس، فإنَ   -وظ البشرية   يعنِ الْطوط التِ تجوز عليكم  عنا حظ  اهونَ عن الربوبية وارفعو أنَم قالوا : نز   هم السلًموعنهم علي
ب  ، وقولوا  التَابية  الْجساد  الناطقة فِ  الربَنية  ، والكلمة  البشرية  الَياكل  الْلَية لمودعة فِ  الْسرار  البحر لِنُسن  فإن  استطعتم  ما  ينزف ،   عد ذاك 

 وعظمة الله لِ توصف

And about them-asws, they-asws said: Keep us clear of the title of ‘Rabuwiya’ but keep us above 
those qualities which could be attained by the human beings, meaning the sins that are 
imposed on you - so let no one compare to us-asws, for we improve the divine secrets that 
are deposited in human temples, and the divine word spoken in earthly bodies, and say 
after that what you are able, for the sea does not bleed (can be emptied – so you never be 
able to reach our-asws attributes), and the greatness of God is indescribable‘.39  

 
38 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 4, The book of Tawheed, S 3, Ch 2 H 2 
39 Nahjul Asrar, vol.1, pg. 47, Bahrul Moarif, pg. 455, Kalamat-e-Maknuna, pg. 169, 
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Rab as ‘Ism’ (Noun) in Holy Quran Refers to ‘Allah-azwj: 

In the Holy Quran, the word ‘Rab’, as an ‘Ism’ (noun) has been mentioned at several places; 
see for example in the following references:  

لْو  قاَلَ ليَْسَ عَلَيْهِ أَنْ يَ نْزلَِ  سَيِْْ بْنِ أَبِ الْعَلًَءِ قاَلَ سَألَْتم أبَََ عَبْدِ اللََِّّ ع عَنِ الرَّجملِ يَممرُّ بَِلرَّكِيَّةِ وَ ليَْسَ مَعَهم دَ نِ الحمْ  عَنْ عَلِيِ  بْنِ الحَْكَمِ عَ مُمَمَّدٍ   دم بْنم أَحَْْ 
   ضِ فَ لْيَ تَ يَمَّمْ  الَْْرْ ب  إِنَّ رَبَّ الْمَاءِ هُوَ رَ الرَّكِيَّةَ 

Ahmed ibn Mohammed has narrated from Ali ibn al-Hakam, who from al-Hussain ibn abu al-Ala’ who has said 
the following: 

‘I once asked Abu Abd Allah-asws, about a man who passes by a well but does not have a 
bucket (to draw water). Imam-asws replied: It is not necessary for him to climb down the well; 
The ‘Rab’ of the water is ‘Howa’ that who is also the ‘Rab’ of the earth; he must perform 
Tayammum.40’41  

Here ‘Howa’ clearly indicates that the word ‘Rab’ is referred to Allah-azwj in the form of a 
noun.  

إِلَ الَْوََاءِ فَ يَضْغَطمهم اللََّّم عَزَّ وَ جَلَّ    فَ يموحِي  رَبَّ الَْْرْضِ هموَ رَبُّ الَْوََاءِ إِنَّ  فَ قَالَ  عَذَابم الْقَبِِْ    وَ فِ روَِايةٍَ أمخْرَى سمئِلَ أبَمو عَبْدِ اللََِّّ ع عَنِ الْمَصْلموبِ يمصِيبمهم 
 نْ ضَغْطةَِ الْقَبِِْ  شَدَّ مِ ضَغْطةَا أَ 

Someone asked Abu Abd Allah-asws, ‘Does a person who dies because of being hanged to 
death, suffer the severe pressure of the grave?  The Imam-asws replied: The Rab of the earth 
is also ‘Howa’ that is also the Rab of the air and it (air) applies a pressure on the deceased, 
which is greater than the pressure of the grave.42  

Similarly, in Holy Quran there are several Verses where Allah-azwj has been called with the 
‘Ism’ ‘Rab’, for example see the Verses below:  

( * وقال هود: *   54:10( *، * )رب إنِ مغلوب فانتصر 11:45أهلي ( *، وقال نوح: )رب إن ابنِ من   7:23نفسناا ظلمنا أدم: )ربن: قال آ
( *،   26:169( * وقال لوط: * )رب نْنِ وأهلي ما يعملون  26:21( *، وقال إبراهيم: * )رب هب لَ حكما 23:26)رب انصرنِ بِا كذبون 

أ )وأيودعاء   * أنِ    وبيوب:  ربه  نَدى  الراحْيْ إذ  أرحم  وأنت  الضر  قومنا   21:83مسنِ  وبيْ  بيننا  افتح  )ربنا  شعيب:  وقال  غيره،  ونُوه   *  )
و  7:89بَلحق  * نفسي(  ظلمت  إنِ  )رب   * موسى:  وقال  ذلك،  لَ  28:16غير  وهب  لَ  اغفر  )رب   * سليمان:  وقال  ذلك،  غير  إل   *  )
، وقالت مريم: * )رب  ( * 21:89( *، * )رب لِ تذرنِ فردا 3:38ذرية طيبةمن لدنك    رب هب لَيَ: * )( * وغير ذلك، وقال زكر  38:35ملكا

ولد لَ  يكون  مائدة 3:47 أنى  علينا  أنزل  ربنا  )اللهم   * مريم:  بن  عيسى  وقال  ذلك،  وغير   * بِا   5:114(  آمنا  )ربنا   * الحواريون:  وقال   ،*  )
 (  3:53أنزلت

‘Rab’ in the Meanings of Owner/Master 

In both Quran and traditions of Masomeen-asws, the word ‘Rab’ has been mentioned on 
several occasions in the in the meanings of owner/master - as an adjective: 

 
40 Al-Kafi, H 4089, Ch. 41, h. 7, volume 3 
41 Tradition no. 9 of this chapter also has the same meanings of the word ‘Rab’ referred to Allahazwj. 
42 Al-Kafi, H 4687, Ch. 86, h. 17., also Manlah Yahzar-ul-Faqhi, hadith, no. 584 
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لَ قاَلَ أبَمو عَبْدِ اللََِّّ ع لَمَّا أَنْ وَجَّهَ صَاحِبم بَ قاَ بْنِ حْمْراَنَ عَنْ أبَََنِ بْنِ تَ غْلِ مُمَمَّدِ   يْرٍ عَنْ نِ عِيسَى عَنِ ابْنِ أَبِ عممَ عِدَّة  مِنْ أَصْحَابنَِا عَنْ أَحَْْدَ بْنِ مُمَمَّدِ بْ 
بِ فأَتََى صَاحِبَ الْحبََشَةِ فَدَخَلَ الْآذِنم فَ قَالَ هَذَا عَبْدم الْممطَّلِ    عَبْدَ لِكَ بَ لَغَ ذَ الْحبََشَةِ بَِلْْيَْلِ وَ مَعَهممم الْفِيلم ليَِ هْدِمَ الْبَ يْتَ مَرُّوا بِِِبِلٍ لعَِبْدِ الْممطَّلِبِ فَسَاقموهَا ف َ 

اَنم جَاءَ فِ إِ الْممطَّلِبِ بْنم هَاشِمٍ قاَلَ وَ  زَعِيممهممْ جِئْتم إِلَ  وْمٍ وَ  رَئيِسم ق َ لْحبََشَةِ لَِْصْحَابِهِ هَذَا  بِلٍ لَهم سَاقموهَا يَسْألَمكَ رَدَّهَا فَ قَالَ مَلِكم ا مَا يَشَاءم قاَلَ التََّْجَم
الَّذِ  يَ عْبم بَ يْتِهِ  لَفَعَلْتم رمدُّواي  مْسَاكَ عَنْ هَدْمِهِ  لَوْ سَألََنَِِ الِْْ أمََا  إِبلِِهِ  يَسْألَمنِِ إِطْلًَقَ  لِتََْجَمَ   دمهم لَِْهْدِمَهم وَ هموَ  الْممطَّلِبِ  إِبلَِهم فَ قَالَ عَبْدم  لَ   مَاانهِِ  عَلَيْهِ  كَ  قاَلَ 

 كم فأََخْبَِهَم فَ قَالَ عَبْدم الْممطَّلِبِ  الْمَلِ 

Some of our companions have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from Ibn Abu 
‘Umayr from Muhammad ibn Humran from Aban ibn Taghlib who has said the following. 
"Abu ‘Abdallah-asws has said, ‘When the fellow from Ethiopia marched with horse and 
elephants to destroy the Ka‘ba.  They passed by the camels of ‘Abd al-Muttalib-asws and 
herded them together.  When ‘Abd al-Muttalib learned about this he went to the man from 
Ethiopia and asked permission for a meeting. His man told him that ‘Abd al-Muttalib ibn 
Hashim asks permission for a meeting. He said, "What does he want?" The translator said, 
"He has come asking that his camels be released." The king of Ethiopia said to his people, 
"This is the leader and the chief of the people here. I have come to destroy his house of 
worship but he asks me to order the release of his camels. Had he asked me not to destroy 
the house I would have done so. Release his cameels." ‘Abd al-Muttalib asked the translator. 
"What did the king say?" When the words of the king were explained to him that he-asws 
said,  

بِلِ   يلم رأَْسَهم كَ الْفِ يََ مَُْممودم فَحَرَّ فَ قَالَ للِْفِيلِ    صَرَفِهِ لْفِيلِ فِ ممنْ وَ مَنْزلِهِِ فَمَرَّ بَِ وَ لَِذََا الْبَ يْتِ رَبٌّ يَمنَْ عمهم فَ رمدَّتْ إلِيَْهِ إِبلِمهم وَ انْصَرَفَ عَبْدم الْممطَّلِبِ نَُْ أنَََ رَبُّ الِْْ
تَدْريِ لَِ جَاءموا بِكَ فَ قَالَ الْفِيلم بِرأَْسِهِ لَِ فَ قَالَ عَ  اَكَ فاَعِلَ ذَلِ فَ قَالَ لَهم أَ  نْصَرَفَ عَبْدم كَ فَ قَالَ بِرأَْسِهِ لَِ فاَبْدم الْممطَّلِبِ جَاءموا بِكَ لتَِ هْدِمَ بَ يْتَ رَبِ كَ أَ فَتَم

 فاَنْظمرْ تَ رَى شَيْئاا فَ قَالَ  وَ امْتَ نَعَ عَلَيْهِمْ فَ قَالَ عَبْدم الْممطَّلِبِ لبَِ عْضِ مَوَاليِهِ عِنْدَ ذَلِكَ اعْلم الْْبََلَ خمولِ الْحرََمِ فأََبَ ممطَّلِبِ إِلَ مَنْزلِهِِ فَ لَمَّا أَصْبَحموا غَدَوْا بهِِ لِدم الْ 
كَثِير  وَ لَِ أعَْرفِمهم يََْمِلم كملُّ طَيْرٍ فِ    صَرمكَ أَجََْعَ فَ قَالَ لَهم لَِ وَ لََْوْشَكَ أَنْ يمصِيبَ فَ لَمَّا أَنْ قَ رمبَ قاَلَ هموَ طَيْر  بمهم بَ رِ فَ قَالَ لَهم يمصِيمِنْ قِبَلِ الْبَحْ سَوَاداا  أرََى  

قَارهِِ حَصَاةا مِثْلَ حَ  تَّّ لَمَّا صَارموا فَ وْقَ رمءموسِهِمْ أَجََْعَ  دم إِلَِّ الْقَوْمَ حَ الَ عَبْدم الْممطَّلِبِ وَ رَبِ  عَبْدِ الْممطَّلِبِ مَا تمريِفَ قَ صَاةِ الَْْذْفِ  صَاةِ الَْْذْفِ أوَْ دمونَ حَ مِن ْ
يُمْبِم النَّاسَ فَ لَمَّا أَنْ أَخْبَِهَممْ ألَْقَتْ عَلَيْهِ احِد   هممْ إِلَِّ رَجمل  وَ فَمَا انْ فَلَتَ مِن ْ تَ لَتْهم  ةِ رَجملٍ فَخَرَجَتْ مِنْ دمبمرهِِ فَ قَ ألَْقَتِ الحَْصَاةَ فَ وَقَ عَتْ كملُّ حَصَاةٍ عَلَى هَامَ 

 حَصَاةا فَ قَتَ لَتْهم 

"I am the ‘Rab’ (owner) of the camels. The house has the Owner Who is to protect it. His-asws 
camels were release and ‘Abd al-Muttalib returned home. He-asws passed by the elephant on 
his way home. He said to the elephant, "O Muhmud. The elephant shook his head. Then he 
said, "Do you know why they have brought you here?" The elephant said by shaking his 
head, "No, I do not know." ‘Abd al-Muttalib-asws said, "They have brought you to destroy the 
house of your Lord-azwj. Will you do so?" The elephant replied by shaking his head said, "I will 
not do so." ‘Abd al-Muttalib-asws returned home. Next morning they tried to force the 
elephant to enter the Holy precinct to destroy it but the elephant refused. ‘Abd al-Muttalib 
at that time said to some of his servants, "Climb up the hill and see if you observe anything." 
He said, "I can see black spots in the direction of the sea. He-asws asked, "Do you see all of it" 
He said, "Not all of it but almost. When the black spots came closer he said, "They are great 
many birds. I can see that every bird has a pebble in his beak of the size thrown with a 
finger." ‘Abd al-Muttalib said, "By Allah, the Lord of ‘Abd al-Muttalib that the birds aim only 
those people." When the birds arrived over their heads they threw the pebble on their 
heads and every pebble fell on top of their scales and pierced its way down to their bottom 
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end and left them dead. Only one man was left alive who went with the news to the others. 
When he gave them the new a pebble fell on his head and killed him too."43 

In Uyun Akhbar Al-Reza, Imam Ali Raza-asws replied to Mamoon Rashid when he put blame 
on the Virtues of Prophets-as. 

لكلمات حول هذه الآية (. الروايَت وا2مفصل )  قاله الرضا )عليه السلًم( فِ جواب المأمون حيْ سأله عن عصمة الْنبياء. وهو حديث شريف  كما
ا قد يَئ الرب بِعنى الملك ومنه قول يوسف كم (.  4( * وجواب موسى عنه ) 26:23(. كلمات الرازي حول سؤال فرعون: * )وما رب العالمي3ْ)

( * فلفظ الرب فِ الِول بِعنى  12:42نساه الشيطان ذكر ربه فلبث فِ السجن بضع سنيْربك فأ   تعال فِ القرآن الكريم: * )اذكرنِ عندالله  حكاه
  الملك: أن يكون بِعنى الرب تعال يعنِ نسي يوسف عن ذكر ربه حيْ راجع إل غيره فيكون 

 يكون بِعنى الصاحب  أو * إل يوسف، (  12:42)فأنساهالضمير فِ قوله: * 

(. ويَئ  4من كلمات الباقر )عليه السلًم( فِ هذه الآية )( *، كما يستفاد   9:31كما فِ قوله تعال: * )إتخذوا أحبارهم ورهبانَم أربَبَ من دون الله
لمؤمنيْ )عليه السلًم( حيْ سئل عن دابة امير  نَ أوغيره. وعلى ما تقدم يظهر معنى كلًم مولِ  بِعنى السائس والمدبر والمصلح والسيد، كما فِ المنجد

 ل: هو رب الْرض الذي تسكن الْرض به. رض فقاالْ

Iman Ali Reza-asws gave a detailed reply to Mamoon Rashid-la when he-la question the 
infallibility of the Prophets-as, complete hadith could be found elsewhere44 but briefly, when 
Firon asked (from Musa-as) Who is the ‘Rab ul Alameen’? Musa-asws replied: You! But this was 
in the meanings of ‘Malik’ (owner).  Similarly, the words of Prophet Yousif-as are quoted by 
Allah-azwj in the Quran: ‘…..Remember me with your ‘Rab’; but the Shaitan caused him to 
forget mentioning (it) to his ‘Rab’ (lord), so he remained in the prison a few years.  Here, 
again the meanings of the word Rab is the ‘owner’, so addressed to other than Allah-azwj.  

In Holy Quran (9:31) Allah-azwj Says: They take their priests and their anchorites to be their 
lords in derogation of Allah, (upon being asked) Imam Baqir-asws has said: Yet do they 
worship, besides Allah, things that can neither profit them nor harm them: and the 
disbeliever is a helper (of Evil), against his own Lord (25:55), the meanings of the Rab here 
implies to Amir Al-Momineen-asws! At another place, Amir Al-Momineen-asws was asked about 
the ‘Daba tul Arz’, Amir Al-Momineen-asws replied, that is the Rab-ul-Arz’ which gives comfort 
to the inhabitants of the earth.45   

Rab in the qualitative form is used for Infallible Imam-asws 

There are several traditions of Masomeen-asws, which state that ‘an Imam of the earth is the 
‘Rab’ of the earth’.  For example: 

 رب الْرض بعدي 

 
ي   43

ي ص و وفاته  ص447    1الكاف   باب مولد النب 
44 Uyun Akhbar Al-Reza by Sheikh Sadooq, vol. 1, pp. 354. 
وت(، ج53، ص: 69    45  بحار الأنوار )ط - بير
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In a long tradition, reported by Sulam bin Qais Hilali, Prophet Mohammed-saww said: (Ya Ali-
asws) you-asws are ‘Rab-ul-Arz’ after me-saww.46  

عَ أبَََ عَبْدِ اللََِّّ الْقَاسِمِ بْنِ الرَّبيِعِ عَنْ صَبَّاحٍ الْممزَنِ ِ عَنِ ا اوَ أَشْرَقَتِ الَْْرْضُ بنُِورِ     ع يَ قمولم فِ قَ وْلِ اللََِّّ لْممفَضَّلِ بْنِ عممَرَ أنََّهم سمَِ قاَلَ رَبُّ   (39:69)  رَبِِّ
مَامِ ءِ الشَّمْسِ وَ نمورِ الْقَمَرِ وَ يََْ ضَوْ  خَرجََ يَكمونم مَا ذَا قاَلَ إِذاا يَسْتَ غْنِِ النَّاسم عَنْ  ق ملْتم فإَِذَا الَْْرْضِ إِمَامم الَْْرْضِ   تَزءِمونَ بنِمورِ الِْْ

Qasim ibn Arbehy heard it from Sabah al-Muzini, who from al-Mufassal bin Ummer who says: 

I heard it from Imam Abu Abdullah-asws that Imam-asws said: ‘In the Words of Allah-azwj And 
the Earth will shine with the Glory of its Lord: (39:69) means that the Imam-asws of the Earth 
is the ‘Rab’ of the Earth.  And when our last ‘Hujjat-ajfj’ will appear, the Earth will become so 
bright that people of the Earth will neither need the Sunshine and nor the Moonlight.47  

المفضل بن عمر أنه سمع  حدثنا   سم بن الربيع قال حدثنِ صباح المدائنِ قالدثنِ القاعبد الله ع قال حدثنا جعفر بن مُمد قال ح  حدثنا مُمد بن أبِ 
اأبَ عبد الله ع يقول فِ قوله  الناس عن ضوء الشمس و نور   ، فقلت فإذا خرج يكون ما ذا قال إذا يستغنِ « (39:69)» وَ أَشْرَقَتِ الَْْرْضُ بنُِورِ رَبِِّ

 نور الْمام  زون بالقمر و يَت

The narrator says: I heard it from Imam Abu Abdullah-asws: ‘In the Words of Allah-azwj And the 
Earth will shine with the Glory of its Lord: (39:69) means when our last ‘Hujjat-ajfj’ will 
appear, the Earth will become so bright that people will neither require the light of the Sun 
nor the light of the Moon.48 

Amir Al-Momineen-asws Punished those who Called him-asws ‘Howa’ 

We present here some traditions, where those who called Amir Al-Momineen-asws ‘Rab’ in 
the form of ‘noun’ or ‘Howa’ were punished to death when they refused to repent and 
insisted that their Lord is Amir Al-Momineen-asws. 

بْنِ سَالٍِ عَنْ أَبِ عَبْدِ اللََِّّ قاَلَ أَ مُمَمَّدم بْنم يََْيَى عَنْ أَحَْْ  ابْنِ أَبِ عممَيْرٍ عَنْ هِشَامِ  بْنِ مُمَمَّدٍ عَنِ  الْممؤْمِنِ تَى قَ وْم  أمَِيرَ دَ  سَّلًَمم عَلَيْكَ يََ رَب َّنَا الموا اليَْ ع فَ قَ  
جَانبِِهَ   ابَِممْ فاَسْتَ تَ  إِلَ  أمخْرَى  حَفَرَ حَفِيرةَا  وَ  فِيهَا نََراا  أوَْقَدَ  وَ  لََممْ حَفِيرةَا  فَحَفَرَ  يَ تموبموا  ألَْقَاهممْ فَ لَمْ  يَ تموبموا  لَْ  فَ لَمَّا  نَ هممَا  بَ ي ْ أفَْضَى  وَ  ا   ا  أوَْقَدَ فِ   لْحفَِيرةَِ فِ  وَ 

   فِيرةَِ الْْمخْرَى حَتَّّ مَاتمواالحَْ 

Mohammed ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammad, who from ibn abu Umayr, who from Hisham 
ibn Salim, who has narrated the following: 

Abu Jafar-asws has said that once a group of people were brought before Amir Al-
Momineen-asws, who said:  Peace be with you O our ‘Rabana’ Lord.’  Imam-asws asked them to 
repent but they refused.  Imam Ali-asws commanded to dig a ditch in which fire was lit up and 
another ditch was dug next to it and holes were made from one to the other ditch.49 

فاَسْتَ تَابَِممْ     يََ رَب َّنَافَ قَالموا السَّلًَمم عَلَيْكَ أَبِ عَبْدِ اللََِّّ ع قاَلَ أتََى قَ وْم  أمَِيَر الْممؤْمِنِيَْ ع    عَنْ  عممَيْرٍ عَنْ هِشَامِ بْنِ سَالٍِ عَلِيُّ بْنم إِبْ راَهِيمَ عَنْ أبَيِهِ عَنِ ابْنِ أَبِ 
ي َ  لََممْ تموبموا  فَ لَمْ  أوَْقَدَ فِ   فَحَفَرَ  ألَْقَاهممْ فِ الْحفَِيرَ يهَا نََ حَفِيرةَا وَ  يَ تموبموا  نَ هممَا فَ لَمَّا لَْ  بَ ي ْ مَا  إِلَ جَانبِِهَا وَ أفَْضَى  أوَْقَدَ فِ الْحفَِيرةَِ راا وَ حَفَرَ حَفِيرةَا أمخْرَى  ةِ وَ 

 
 كتابسليمبنقيس ص : 685 46
لة  47  بحارالأنوار     7     326    باب 17- الوسيلة و ما يظهر  من مي  
ق الأرض بنور الإمام .....  ص : 3 48 القمي     2     253    تش   تفسير
49 Al-Kafi, H. 8,  259 : ي ج : 7 ص
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  حَتَّّ مَاتمواالْْمخْرَى ]نََراا[ 

Ali ibnIbrahim has narrated from his father, who from ibn abu ‘Umayr, who from Hisham ibn Salim who has 
narrated the following: 

Abu Abd Allah-asws has said that once a people were brought before Amir Al-Momineen-asws, 
who said:  Peace be with you O our ‘Rabana’ Lord.’  Imam-asws asked them to repent but they 
refused.  Imam Ali-asws commanded to dig a ditch in which fire was lit up, another ditch was 
dug next to it and holes were made from one to the other ditch.’50  

 وَ أَبِ جَعْفَرٍ ع قاَلَ إِنَّ أمَِيَر  ابْنِ مَُْبموبٍ عَنْ صَالِحِ بْنِ سَهْلٍ عَنْ كِرْدِينٍ عَنْ رَجملٍ عَنْ أَبِ عَبْدِ اللََِّّ عِيسَى عَنِ     أَحَْْدَ بْنِ مُمَمَّدِ بْنِ مُمَمَّدم بْنم يََْيَى عَنْ 
يْهِمْ بلِِسَانَِِمْ ثُمَّ قاَلَ لََممْ إِنِ ِ لَسْتم كَمَا ق ملْتممْ أنَََ   عَلَ لَيْهِ وَ كَلَّمموهم بلِِسَانَِِمْ فَ رَدَّ مموا عَ هم سَب ْعمونَ رَجملًا مِنَ الزُّطِ  فَسَلَّ  أتاَ الْممؤْمِنِيَْ ع لَمَّا فَ رغََ مِنْ أهَْلِ الْبَصْرَةِ 

تَ هموا فَ قَالَ لََم   عَلَيْهِ وَ قاَلموا أنَْتَ هموَ فأَبََ وْا  عَبْدم اللََِّّ مََْلموق    ا لَْقَْ ت ملَنَّكممْ فأَبََ وْا أَنْ يَ رْجِعموا وَ يَ تموبمو  فَِّ وَ تَ تموبموا إِلَ اللََِّّ عَزَّ وَ جَلَ   وَ تَ رْجِعموا عَمَّا ق ملْتممْ   مْ لئَِنْ لَْ تَ ن ْ
هَا ليَْسَ فِيهَ لَْبَِتِ فِيهَا ثُمَّ خَََّرَ رمءموسَهَا ثُمَّ أم فَ هممْ فأََمَرَ أَنْ تَمْفَرَ لََممْ آبََر  فَحمفِرَتْ ثُمَّ خَرَقَ بَ عْضَهَا إِلَ بَ عْضٍ ثُمَّ قَذَ   مِن ْهممْ فَدَخَلَ الدُّخَانم  ا أَحَد  النَّارم فِ بئِْرٍ مِن ْ

 عَلَيْهِمْ فِيهَا فَمَاتموا  

Mohammed ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed ibn Isa, from Ibn Mahbub, who from Salih 
ibn Sahl from Kirdin, who from a man who has narrated the following: 

Abu Jafar and Abu Abd Allah-asws have said that once a people were brought before Amir Al-
Momineen-asws, when he had dealt with the people of al-Basrah.  They were seventy people 
from al-Zut who offered Imam-asws Salm and spoke to him in their own language.  Imam-asws 
responded to them in their language and told that was not what they had said, he is but he 
is a Devotee of Allah-azwj and His-azwj Creature.  But they refused and said: You are ‘Howa’ 
(Him-azwj). The Imam-asws told them that if they did not retract and repent before Allah-azwj, he 
would put them to death.  They refused to retract and repent.  Imam-asws commanded to dig 
wells for them that were connect by holes to each other.  They were then thrown in and 
their heads were masked, then fire was lit in one of the wells where there was no one, the 
smoke entered on them and they all died.51 

Allah Ho Akbar: 

ءٍ   أَكْبَِم فَ قَالَ اللََّّم أَكْبَِم مِنْ أَيِ  شَيْ الَ قاَلَ رَجمل  عِنْدَهم اللََّّم دِ اللََِّّ ) عليه السلًم ( قَ عَلِيُّ بْنم مُمَمَّدٍ عَنْ سَهْلِ بْنِ زيََِدٍ عَنِ ابْنِ مَُْبموبٍ عَمَّنْ ذكََرَهم عَنْ أَبِ عَبْ 
 فَ . أَنْ يموصَ  ءٍ فَ قَالَ أبَمو عَبْدِ اللََِّّ ) عليه السلًم ( حَدَّدْتَهم فَ قَالَ الرَّجملم كَيْفَ أقَمولم قاَلَ قملْ اللََّّم أَكْبَِم مِنْ  شَيْ فَ قَالَ مِنْ كمل ِ 

Ali Bin Muhammad, from Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Ibn Mahboub, from the one who mentioned it,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws, said, ‘A man in his-asws presence said, ‘Allah-azwj 
is the Greatest!’. He-asws said: ‘Allah-azwj is Greater than which thing?’ He asked, ‘From 
everything’. So, Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘You have limited Him-azwj’. The man then asked, 
‘How should I be saying it?’ He-asws said: ‘Say, ‘Allah-azwj is Greatest, beyond description’’.52  

Therefore, Allah-azwj is beyond description.53  

 
ي ج : 7 ص : 259 50

 الكاف 
51 Al-Kafi, vol. 7, h, 23 (H 13693), 260 : ي ج : 7 ص
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52 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allahazwj) CH 16 H 8 
53 Al-Kafi., vol. 1, Ch. 16, H. 9. 
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Acts Carried out on Allah-azwj’s Behalf are Referred to ‘His Acts’ 

This is an important topic as some questions are raised what Allah-azwj Does and what is 
carried out by His-azwj Divine representatives/angels; i.e., who takes away life, the angle of 
death or Allah-azwj Himself, similarly who created earth, heavens, skies, Allah-azwj or His 
representatives-asws.  Amir Al-Momineen-asws has replied to these questions in more detail, 
see for example54 but briefly,  

Non-believer asks from Amir ul-Momineen-asws: I find Allah-azwj Says:  

 ( 32:11كم الْمَوْتِ الَّذِي ومكِ لَ بِكممْ ثُمَّ إِلَ رَبِ كممْ ت مرْجَعمونَ )مْ مَلَ وَفَّاكم قملْ يَ ت َ 

Say angel of death will remove your soul from your body (32:11) and at another place 
Allah-azwj Says: 

الْْنَْ فم   يَ تَ وَفََّّ  وَي م   سَ حِيَْ اللََّّم  الْمَوْتَ  هَا  عَلَي ْ قَضَى  الَّتِِ  فَ يممْسِكم  مَنَامِهَا  تَممتْ فِ  لَْ  وَالَّتِِ  الْْمخْرَ رْسِ مَوْتِِاَ  ذَلِكَ لم  إِنَّ فِ  ممسَمًّى  أَجَلٍ  إِلَ  لقَِوْمٍ   ى  لَآَيََتٍ 
 (39:42يَ تَ فَكَّرمونَ )

Allah takes back souls when their time has come to an end.  

تممْ تَ عْمَلمونَ )ئِكَةم الْمَلًَ  الَّذِينَ تَ تَ وَفَّاهممم   ( 16:32طيَِ بِيَْ يَ قمولمونَ سَلًَم  عَلَيْكممم ادْخملموا الْْنََّةَ بِاَ كمن ْ

Those whom the angels gather in death while they are in a state of inner purity, greeting 
them thus: "Peace be upon you! Enter paradise by virtue of what you were doing [in life]!" 

Which is true out of these statements?  As sometime a task is attributed to Himself-azwj, then 
to ‘Angel of Death’ and later to other angels.   

Amir Al-Momineen-asws replied: I-asws would like to give an explanation to your questions.  
One cannot do any good except after getting inspiration from Allah-azwj.  I fully rely 
(Tuwakkil) on Him-azwj, seek His-azwj blessings and all those who seek nobility turn towards 
Him-azwj.   

Allah-azwj Says:  Allah Takes back life at the time of their death. 55  

And (Allah-azwj) Says: The angel of Death takes life away from you,56 and our Prophets-as take 
life away.  And those are the righteous who meet their death by the hands of our angels.  
And also, those who are killed by the angels are those who have indulged themselves in 
inappropriate matters.  

Thus, Allah-azwj is so Elevated and Great that it is inappropriate that He-azwj would Himself-azwj 
perform such tasks, therefore He-azwj refers those tasks to Himself-azwj which are conducted 

 
54 http://hubeali.com/articles/Questions-of-Zanadiqa-on-Quran.pdf; 
http://hubeali.com/khutbat/khutaba_tul_Bian_English.pdf  
55 (39:42)   

َ
لِك

َ
ي ذ ِ

 ف 
َّ
جَلٍ مُسَمى إِن

َ
 أ
َ

رَى إِلَ
ْ
خ
ُ ْ
 وَيُ رْسِلُ الأ

َ
مَوْت

ْ
يْهَا ال

َ
  عَل

ض َ
َ
ي ق ِ

ب 
َّ
 ال
ُ
يُمْسِك

َ
امِهَ ا ف

َ
ي مَ ن ِ

 ف 
ْ
مُت

َ
مْ ت

َ
ي ل ِ
ب 
َّ
سَ حِير َ مَوْتِهَا وَال

ُ
ف
ْ
 ن
َ ْ
 الأ

وَف َّ
َ
ُ يَت

َّ
اللَّ

 
َّ
ك
َ
ف
َ
وْمٍ يَت

َ
يَاتٍ لِق

َ َ
 لَ

َ
رُون  
56 (32:11)  

َ
رْجَعُون

ُ
مْ ت

ُ
ك  رَبِّ

َ
مَّ إِلَ

ُ
مْ ث

ُ
لَ بِك

ِّ
ذِ ي وُك

َّ
مَوْتِ ال

ْ
 ال
ُ
ك
َ
مْ مَل

ُ
اك
َّ
وَف
َ
لْ يَت

ُ
 ق

http://www.hubeali.com/
http://hubeali.com/articles/Questions-of-Zanadiqa-on-Quran.pdf
http://hubeali.com/khutbat/khutaba_tul_Bian_English.pdf


‘Allah’ – the Ism- Only reserved for His-Self-azwj www.hubeali.com 

31 of 31 

by His angels and His Prophets-as, on His-azwj behalf as they act purely on His-azwj instructions.  
Thus, Allah-azwj has decided to create, among His-azwj creations some angels-as and 
messengers-as, and for whom Allah-azwj Says: 

Thus, a devotee’s soul will be taken away by the kind angels whereas a sinner’s soul is 
removed by the angels of wrath.57  Both angels of Blessings and Wrath are helpers of 
‘Malakul Maut’ (The angel of death).  They just carry out Allah-azwj’s Commands, thus their 
actions are referred to His-azwj actions.  As other angels’ actions are the actions of Angel of 
death, similarly, the work of Angel of death is the work of Allah-azwj because it is Him-azwj who 
chooses the means to bring death onto someone, or to stop it or to extend life or/and gives 
the rewards or the punishment.  Indeed, the tasks of His-azwj trustees are His-azwj tasks.  As 
Allah-azwj Says: 

You would never desire for until and unless Allah wants it,58 And Says: Who carried out 
‘Amal-ul-Salay’59 is a Momin60.  Thus, do not be disobedient in the striving of the good 
deeds.  And also Says: ‘He who repented, accepted ‘Eman’, carried out ‘Amal-e-Salay’ and 
thus found ‘Guidance’, will be forgiven’.  

All these cannot be of any benefit until one adheres to the ‘Guidance’61.  As it is not true 
that anyone who claims to be among the believers will get refuge, even if he meets his 
death in sins.  If this were true, then the Jews, by having faith in God and His Oneness, 
would be successful in the Hereafter, along with Iblis-la and other non-believers.  That is why 
Allah-azwj Says:  Those who embraced ‘Eman’ (belief) and then did not pollute it with ‘Zulm’ 
(disobedience) will be in peace and these are the guided one.62   
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