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In the Name of Allah?" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-?" Lord-2** of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief

Muhammad=a*% and his*2¥¥ Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Wali - The Guardian

Summary:

Allah-#% js Wali — The Guardian, the Prophet®"¥ is Wali and those with Divine Authority (the
Imam™@¥s), For dealing with the social responsibilities, head of the family (i.e., father) is also
termed as wali. Prior to citing Ahadith on scope of the wali among people we will briefly
touch upon the importance of submitting to the commands of the Wali for succeeding in both
worlds.

Those who transgress and commit Kufr (disbelief), their wali is Iblis™, who has misguided
them and consequently they follow him™ in disobedience to Allah®*i, For example, Allah-22%i
Says (2:257):
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Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He Extracts them from the (multitude of)
darkness into the Light; and (as for) those who are committing Kufr, their guardian is the
Al-Taghut (Iblis/tyrant) who extracts them from the Light into the (multitude of) darkness;
these are the inmates of the Fire; they would be in it eternally [2:257]

In a lengthy Hadith, holy Imam™?"s says:

///// 4
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Then he®Ys said: ‘Have you not listened to the Words of Allah-?*I Mighty and Majestic Allah
is the Guardian of those who believe. He Extracts them from the darkness’s into the Light
[2:257]? It Means, from the darkness of the sins to the light of the repentance and the
Forgiveness, due to their Wilayah for every Just Imam=2*s from Allah-22%,
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And He®™¥i Said and (as for) those who are committing Kufr, their guardian is the tyrant who
extracts them from the Light into the (multitude of) darkness [2:257]. But rather it Means by
this that they were upon the light of Al-Islam. So when they took as guardians every tyrannical
imam (leader) who wasn’t from Allah#% Mighty and Majestic, they exited from the light of
Al-Islam due to their befriending them, to the darkness of the disbelief. Thus, Allah-2%
Obligated the Fire for them along with the disbelievers these are the inmates of the Fire; they
would be in it eternally [2:257] .}(an extract).

Similarly, in another Hadith:
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(It has been narrated) from Al-Baqir®“s, regarding the Words of the High [2:257] and (as for)
those who are committing Kufr - in the Wilayah of Ali®%* Bin Abu Talib?*s, their guardian is
the tyrant who extracts them from the Light into the (multitude of) darkness [2:257] — it was
Revealed regarding his®%“s enemies and the ones who followed them. They extracted the
people from the Light —and the Light is the Wilayah of Ali®"s —so took them into the darkness
— Wilayah of his®"s enemies’.?

The Wilayah (Submission) of Allah®*i and His Prophet=sa*"
and the Divine Imam™"s;

In the Holy Quran, Allah??¥ Says:
{4:59F . oa& 0 U5 O el d el 1T 0 G g

O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Rasool and those with (Divine) Authority from
you...... [4:59]

Also, Allah?¥ Says:
{5:55} 05T 14 85 0545 all Osbedd co ) 15T iy sty 401 35305 )

But rather, Allah is your Guardian, and His Rasool and those who are believing, those who
are establishing the Salat and are giving the Zakat while they are performing Ruku [5:55]

1 Al-Kafi V 1 — The Book of Divine Authority CH 86 H 3
281 :3 bl
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Abu Ja’far®%s has said: ‘Amir-ul-Momineen™"s gave a sermon to the people at Siffeen, so
he?Ys Praised Allah? and Extolled Him??, and sent greetings upon the Prophet "%, then
said:
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Amir-ul-Momineen®%s answered him, so he®"* said: ‘And ™" am binding you in the
Presence of Allah®" to myself?%s for your knowing that 1% am the guardian for your
matters, for very shortly you will be gathered with me2¥s, And " warn you of the Pausing
in front of Him?™, and the Questioning about what we were in, then some of us will testify
against the others, so do not testify today against what you will be testifying tomorrow, for
there is nothing hidden from Allah®" Mighty and Majestic, nor is it permitted in His??
Presence except for the good advice of the chests in all of the matters’ (An extract).3
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Ibn Mahboub, from Abu Walladin, and someone else from our companions, who have reported the following:

Abu Abdullah®%s regarding the Statement of Allah??* Mighty and Majestic: “[22:25] and
whoever shall incline therein to wrong unjustly, We will make him taste of a painful
chastisement”, so he?®"s said: ‘The one who worships other than Allah®¥ Mighty and
Majestic, or befriends other than the Guardians?®Ys from Allah®%, so he has inclined to
injustice and it is upon Allah®¥ Blessed and High to make him taste of a painful
chastisement”.*

Iblis™ is the wali of the unjust:

2 et 83,5 205 5 %5 5 405 DR Sl 5 daing d 5 B cagma s o 5 Ao e Oy (ol ke ) B iz T 0B
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So Abu Abdullah"s said; ‘The one whom Allah®¥ Lets to stray and Blinds his heart is
obscured from the Truth and does not seek refuge with it, and the Satan™ becomes his

guardian, and his lord, and his pair, preparing his return to the destruction, then he cannot
come out of it (an extract).’

Additional Ahadith on submission to the Divine Wali are cited in the Appendix.

3 Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14997
4 Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14980
5 Al-Kafi —V 4 — The Book of HajjCh 6 H 1
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The Wali from the social perspective:

Allah®™i has also Nominated a ‘wali’ (guardian) among the people as the head of or
responsible person(s) to facilitate the decision-making process, that could be a father to
decide the marriage of his daughter or a son to take care of burial rituals of his deceased
father or elder son to offer lapsed (salat/Fast) for his deceased parents. In addition, there
could be more than two wali (guardians) and in some cases there could be conflict in their
decisions, i.e., father/grandfather. Some Ahadith are presented in the rest of the article
related to the wali among people. For example:

gwywﬁﬂw(fm‘wwwuwb\u,b)fj&_fsd,,u\uuﬁ,sfmdwfuwvJ&
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®%s saying: ‘[4:33] And to everyone We have Appointed heirs of what
parents and near relatives leave’. He*"* said: ‘But rather, it (Holy Verse) Means by that is
the (priority of) entitlement of the womb relationships regarding the inheritances, and it does
not mean the guardians of the bounties. Thus, the closest one with the deceased is the

nearest one to him from the womb relations which flows towards him (as a wali)’.®

RN FE 2kl ¥ Jski (PO ade ) Jrets o tas o J&w_, B 08 S o ol 0F s L p i A&7

‘I heard Abu Ja’far®"s saying: ‘None can revoke the marriage except for the father’.’

99342533336\34513.33\i}jbuﬁljﬁ((ﬁw\%b)@&T&E@&bﬁﬁ&i&é&ij&é&\&yj&iﬁ@iﬁf}’c

One of the two (5™ or 6™ Imam™**) having said: ‘When a wali (guardian) of the killed-one

dies, his son stands from after him in his place, with the blood (wergild)’.2

6 Al-Kafi — V 7 - The Book of Inheritances Ch 1b H 2
7 Al-Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch55H 8
8 Al-Kafi — V 7 — The Book of Wergilds Ch 54 H 6
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Introduction:

Some Ahadith are presented here to clarify the role of a ‘wali’ (guardian) and who is going to
be one’s wali to deal with the interrelation responsibilities.

Permission of (marriage of) the virgin:

9\;?\@\35‘63;3\1J@(au\q&)g‘»x,\;;%vygj@%w;;\g;gj;;gy@y&/ \J&fmdmvu;&;d,m
56T 035 V) S

Abu Abdullah@"s said: ‘The virgins who are with a father cannot get married except by the
permission of their fathers’.®

HENe| Jr::af i 1= a2 f e o8 o g o~ RN AT S| o Lls ez (82 o 22% oo o se A
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One of the two (5™ or 6" Imam*s) having said: ‘A girl cannot appoint (to get her married)
when she was between the two parents (two parents are alive), there would be no command
for her’. And he™®"s said: ‘She can appoint (a guardian from people) in the absence of the
father’.20

e ST J’v ) (ot ade ) &2 gl e S5 é; 335 5 ,@ gl é; AL2 é; i~lee 365 é;_ /}ga 3 LDl 0 sl
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®¥s regarding a man who wants to get his sister
married off. He®"* said: ‘He can permit it, so if she remains silent, so it is her agreement, but
if she refuses, he cannot get her married; and if she says, ‘Get me married to so and so’, so
let him get married to the one she is pleased with; and (as for) the orphan who is in the care

of the man, he cannot get her married off except by her consent’.

9 Al-Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch56 H 1
10 Al-Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 56 H 2
11 Al-Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 56 H 3
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Wali has the final say for the marriage:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the girl getting married off by her
father without her consent. He®%* said: ‘There is no command with her with her father. If he
was to get her married off, the marriage would be allowed, even if she dislikes it’.

P Z 0 o PR O 4 s Mz ossat s 9% s . Tz
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And he™®"Ys was asked about a man who wanted to get his sister
married off. He®%* said: ‘He can permit her, and if she remains silent, so it is her agreement,
but if she refuses, he cannot get her married’.!?

AES Y J6 (o ade ) d1 e f 2 Sl e o Vb e 0B B2 R o} e te el o atf o3 ad 2oy 0 IR
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah%¢ having said: ‘The girl has no permission when
she is between her two parents, and when her father intends to get her married, he would be
considerate for her. And as for the divorced and a widow, when they (her parents) intend to

get her married so her consent has to be taken, even if she was between her two parents’.3
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‘One of the Clan of Umayya wrote to Abu Ja’far?"s the 2", ‘What are you™®"s saying regarding
the young girl being married off by her uncle, so when she grows old, she refuses the
marriage?’ So he®"Ys wrote by his®%s own handwriting: ‘She would not be compelled upon
that, and the command is her command’.*

12 Al-Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 56 H 4
13 Al-Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch56 H 5
14 Al-Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 56 H 7
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Wali’s Consent for Marriage (for other ladies):
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Abu Ja’far?¥s (51 Imam5%) said: ‘The woman who is in control of herself, being without
foolishness, and there is no master upon her, if she were to get married without a guardian
(consent of a wali), it is allowed’.>
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%¥¢ having said: ‘The old girl who has a father for
her, cannot get married without the permission of her father’. And he®"s said: ‘If she was in
control of her affairs, she can get married whenever she so desires to’.1®
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Abu Abdullah?%s (6" Imam2s"s) said: ‘The woman can get married to whoever she so desires
to when she was in control of her affairs. So, if she so desires to, she can appoint a wali

(guardian)’.'’
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‘I said to Abu Abdullah@*s, ‘I meet a woman in the wilderness wherein there is no one, so |
am saying to her, ‘Is there a husband for you?’ So she is saying, ‘No’. Can | marry her?’ He@sWs
said: ‘Yes, she is the ratified one upon herself’.*®

15 Al-Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 55 H 1
16 Al-Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 55 H 2
17 Al-Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 55 H 3
18 Al-Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 55 H 4

Page 9 of 16




‘Wali- the Guardian www.hubeali.com

Importance of Kuff (Match):
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?"s having said regarding the divorced or widowed
woman whether she can propose herself. He®%* said: ‘She is in control of herself to turn her
affair to whoever she so desires to, when he was a ’75.35' (Kuff) match, after it had been such
that she had married a man before him’.%°

When Father and Grandfather differ regarding marriage:
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah@%s, ‘The girl, her father wants her to get married to a man, but her
grandfather wants to get her married to another man’. So, he®"s said: ‘The grandfather is
higher with that for as long as there is no harm, if it has not happened that the father has got
her married before him; and the marriage of the father and the grand-father is allowed upon
her’.20
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%s having said: ‘One day |I”*"* was in the presence
of Ziyad Bin Ubeydullah Al-Harisy, when a man came over claiming upon his father, saying,
‘May Allah2?¥ Keep the commander well. My father got my daughter married off without my
permission. So Ziyad said to his gathered ones who were with him, ‘What are you all saying
regarding what this man is saying?’ They said, ‘His giving in marriage is invalid’.

1% Al-Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch55H 5
20 Al-Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch57 H 1
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He#%s said: ‘Then he turned towards me®%s, so he said, ‘What are you®"* saying, O Abu
Abdullah@%s?’ So when he asked me?%s, |#%s turned towards the ones who had answered
him, so I said to them: ‘Is it not among what you are reporting from Rasool-Allah®%%, that
a man came over to him=@¥% claiming upon his father, in a situation similar to this, so Rasool-
Allah™®W said to him: ‘You and your wealth are for your father?’ They said, ‘Yes’. So 1" said
to them: ‘So how can this be and he as well as his wealth is for his father, and his (grand-
father’s) marriage is not allowed upon him?’

BNEHE TP EIHIREN AN
He"s said: ‘But, he took to their words, and neglected my2s*s words’.2!
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?"s having said: ‘When the father and the grand-
father gives in marriage, the (valid) marriage would be of the first one. So if it was together,
in one situation, so the grand-father is higher’.?2

15 31 &) J6 (ot ke ) A e oF 22 GlD e 5 el e ol e s e e iR 3 cdd 2 a1 iR
PP A o ° s L e p . o E RNV SO T 5 IR SN S P
QLS JB L 5 Ul & 3i5n e 5 (538 S (52 5 (38 ) ST (558 O L Sl Lpia d3H OB 5 Ls agll O 5 o) &51 255

5 o O

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘The grand-father, when he gets the
daughter of his son married, and her father was alive, and the grand-father was sick, it is
allowed’. We said, ‘Supposing the father of the girl desires (one man) and the grand-father
desires (another man), and they are both equal in the justice, and the consent?’ He®%* said:
‘It would be more beloved to me?"s if she was pleased with the word of the grand-father’.23

21 Al-Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 57 H 3
22 Al-Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 57 H 4
23 Al-Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch57 H5
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When there are two Walis (guardians):
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‘Abu Abdullah@%s was asked and | was in his®s presence, about a girl who had brothers, and
the elder one got her married in Al-Kufa, and the younger one got her married in another
land. He®%s said: ‘The first is one who is higher with her, except if it so happened that the
later one had consummated (slept) with her. So, if he had slept with her, so she is his wife,
and his marriage is allowed’.?*
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It was asked from Amir Al Momineen?"s regarding a man who was killed and for him were
two walis (guardians). So, one of them forgave and the other one refused to forgive. He@sWs
said: ‘If the one who did not forgive want him to be killed, he kills and returns half the wergild
to the guardians of the killed one for the retaliation from it’.2

Wali’s role for the feeble-minded, and the insane
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®%s, ‘The man, the confused, the one with the intellect gone, is the
divorce of his guardian allowed over him?’ He®%s said: ‘Why does he himself not divorce?’ |
said, ‘It is not trusted if he were to divorce, and tomorrow he would be saying, ‘1 did not

24 Al-Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 58 H 2
25 Al-Kafi —V 7 — The Book of Wergilds Ch 45 H 1
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divorce’, or he is not proficient in the divorce’. He™®"* said: ‘1% do not see his guardian
except being at the status of the Sultan (ruling authority)’.2

The Apparent is Accepted regarding wali:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"%s, said, ‘I asked him™@s¥s about the proof when it
is established upon the truth, is it permissible for the judges to issue judgements by the proofs
when they are not recognising without questioning it?’ So, he®%s said: ‘There are five things
which are obligated upon the people that these can be taken by the apparent for the decision
— the guardianship, and the marriage, and the inheritors, and the slaughtered animals, and
the testimonies. So, when its apparent appears to be reliable, his testimony is allowed, and
its esoteric (Batin) would not be questioned’.?”

The rights of walis/inheritors on government:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%s having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"s judged
regarding a man who found a killed person and it was not known who killed him. He™®"s said:
‘If it was known and there were guardians who were seeking his wergild, they would be given
his wergild from the public treasury of the Muslims, and the blood of a Muslim person would
not be invalidated, because his inheritance is for the Imam?"s, Thus, like that, his wergild
would happen to be upon the Imam™%s and he®%* would Pray over him, and bury him’.
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26 Al-Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 51 H 1
27 Al-Kafi - V 7 - The Book of Judgements and the Rulings Ch 17 H 15
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He#%s said: ‘And he®"* judged regarding a man who was crushed by the crowd in the throng
of the people, so he said, ‘His wergild is from the public treasury of the Muslims’.%®

Elder Son is the wali among other guardians:
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‘| wrote to Al-Akheir?®"s (11™ Imam5*s), ‘A man died and upon him were Fasts to make up
for from a Month of Ramazan of ten days, and for him are two guardians. Is it allowed for
both of them that they both make up for it together, five days by one guardian and five days
by the other?’ So he®"* signed: ‘The elder of his guardians should make up for it on his behalf,

ten days, as a guardian, Allah#" Willing’.2°

Inheritance -when a wali is not found?
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//////////

‘| asked the Imam™@s¥s about a man who had been bequeathed to, so he (the beneficiary) died
before taking possession, and did not leave any offspring. He™®"* said: ‘Seek out his inheritors,
or a guardian, so hand it over to him’. | said, ‘So if | do not know who is guardian it?’ He?3Ws
said: ‘Strive over it in accordance to your ability, for his guardian, so if you still cannot find
him, and Allah®"/ Mighty and Majestic Knows the striving from you, so give it in charity’.3°

28 Al-Kafi —V 7 — The Book of Wergilds Ch 42 H 1
29 Al-Kafi— V 4 — The Book of Fasts Ch 44 H 5
30 Al-Kafi — V 7 — The Book of Bequests Ch 10 H 3
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APPENDIX

The deliverance is submitting to the Wali Appointed by
Allah-32i;
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?“s having said: ‘Allah?¥ Blessed and High Said: “I"3¥
shall Punish every citizen in Al-Islam who makes it a Religion with the guardianship of every
tyrannous imam (leader) who isn’t from Allah"#*¥ and even if the citizen was righteous in his
deeds, pious; and 1°?¥ shall Forgive every citizen in Al-Islam who makes it a Religion by the
Wilayah of every Just Imam2¥s from Allah®", and even if the citizen was unjust within
himself, a sinner’.3!
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah@%s, ‘| tend to mingle with the people, and | am frequently astounded
from the people who are not in the guardianship (Wilayah) of you@"s all (Imams2**) and are
in the guardianship of so and so, and so and so. For them is trustworthiness, and truthfulness,
and loyalty. And there are a people who are in your®%s guardianship (Wilayah), there isn’t
that trustworthiness for them, nor the loyalty and the truthfulness’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Abu Abdullah?"s sat upright and turned towards me as if angered,
then said: ‘There is no Religion for the one who makes it a Religion by the guardianship of a

tyrannous imam (leader) who isn’t from Allah??, nor is there any blame upon the one who
makes it a Religion by the Wilayah of a Just Imam™**s from Allah-32%’,
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31 Al-Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 86 H 4
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| said, ‘There is no Religion for those ones and there is no blame upon these ones?’ He?Ws

said: ‘Yes! There is no Religion for those ones and there is no blame upon these ones’.
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Then he"* said: ‘Have you not listened to the Words of Allah??¥ Mighty and Majestic [2:257]
Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He Extracts them from the darkness into the
Light? It Means, from the darkness of the sins to the light of the repentance and the
Forgiveness, due to their Wilayah for every just Imam=2*s from Allah-22%,

And He?™i Said [2:257] and (as to) those who disbelieve, their guardians are tyrants who
extract them from the Light into the darkness. But rather it Means by this that they were
upon the light of Al-Islam. So when they took as guardians every tyrannical imam (leader) who
wasn’t from Allah#"i Mighty and Majestic, they exited from the light of Al-Islam due to their
befriending them, to the darkness of the disbelief. Thus, Allah-? Obligated the Fire for them
along with the disbelievers [2:257] these are the inmates of the Fire, in it they shall be
abiding’ *?

Abbreviations:

saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla

asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam

AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak

ra: - Razi Allah?i

La: - Laan Allah-#vi

32 Al-Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 86 H 3
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