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Abbreviations:

saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla

asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam

AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak

ra: - Razi Allah-*"i

La: - Laan Allah2"i
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In the Name of Allah®** the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®?* Lord*" of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=a*% and his*2¥¥ Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.

G R Al s sy a2 U i e o 2l

Whistling and Clapping are Abhorred in Islam

Whistling and Clapping used to be the Salat (Prayer) of the Mushrageen (polytheists) during
the pre-Islamic era. They would go to Kabah'! and walk around it while whistling and clapping.

Allah-#% Says:
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And it was not their Salat by the House (Kabah) except for whistling and clapping; therefore
taste the Punishment due to what you were disbelieving [8:35]
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And Makkah is named as ‘Makkah’ because of the people that were dwelling therein (The
Makeen), and it would be said for the one who was headed for it, ‘He has ‘Maka”’, and these
are the Words of Allah®% Mighty and Majestic: And what was their Salat by the House
except for whistling and clapping of the hands [8:35] — so Al-Maka’a is the whistling, and Al-
Tasdiya is clapping of the hands. (An extract)?
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And the Quraysh gathered to pounce upon him%" at night and kill him*“%, and they went
out to the Masjid whistling, and clapping, and circling the House (Kabah). So Allah3%i
Revealed: And what was their Salat by the House except for whistling and clapping of the
hands [8:35]. And this Verse is to be read together with His®*"l Words: And when those who
committed Kufr plotted against you [8:30]. (An extract)?
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(It has been narrated) from Muhammad Bin Sinan that Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®¥s wrote to
him in answer to what he had written asking him2s¥s: “‘Makkah was named as Makkah because
the people used to whistle therein, and it used to be said to the one who intended to it, ‘He
has (gone to) whistle’, and these are the Words of Allah#" Mighty and Majestic [8:35] And
what is their prayer before the House except for whistling and clapping of hands. So the
whistling — (It is) the beeping; and the clapping — it is the clapping of the hands’.*
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‘From Abu Abdullah** regarding Words of Allah®¥ Mighty and Majestic: And it was not
their Salat by the House (Kabah) except for whistling and clapping; [8:35]. He s said: ‘The

whistling and the clapping”’.>
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‘From Abu Abdullah@"s, he (the narrator) said, ‘It was said to him™?"s, ‘How did the people of
Lut® know that men had come to see Lut®?’
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He % said: ‘His™ wife went out and whistled. When they heard the whistle, they came. For
that (reason) the whistling is disliked” .
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Al-Reza®"s has said: ‘The bat was a woman who enchanted her fellow wife, so Allah-#2i
Metamorphosed her as a bat; and the mouse was a tribe from the Jews. Allah?* was
Wrathful upon them, so He®* Metamorphosed them as mice; and the mosquito was a man

4|LLAL AL SHARAIE-V2Ch136H1
5 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 76 — The Book of Evil deeds —Ch 102 H 1
6 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 76 — The Book of Evil deeds — Ch 102 H 2
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who used to mock a Prophet™® from the Prophets? and insult them and scowling in their
faces and clapping his hands, so Allah?*" the High Metamorphose him as a mosquito (An
extract).’

Whistling at animals is forbidden:
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‘I heard Abu Al-Hassan@"s saying: ‘Do not whistle at your sheep going away, and caw at them
(like crows) when they are returning’.8

Exception for women:

Women may slap/tap out of necessity during the prayer, as one hand is mentioned in the
Hadith below, but this will not hold for a man, e.g.,
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah"s having been asked about the man who wants
the need (something) and he is in the Salat. So, he®¥* said: ‘He can gesture by his head, and
indicate by his hand, and he should Glorify; and the woman, when she wants the need
(something), and she is praying Salat, she can slap/tap with her hand’.®

Similarly, in another Hadith a praying lady can hit her hand on her thigh to indicate her need:
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him@%s gbout a man who hears a sound at the door while he is praying,
so he clears his throat (to get the attention of) his maid or his family or He holds out his hand
to show her who is at the door, so she could see who it was. He%* said, “There is no problem
with it and about a man and a woman who are praying and they want to do something, is it
permissible for them to say ‘A1 o2’ (Glory be to God). He®%s said, “Yes,” and they can point

7 |LLAL AL SHARAIE—V 2 Ch 239 H 3
8 Al Mahaasin—V 2 Bk 6 H 163
9 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH45 H 7
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out toward that which they want, and if a woman wants something, she taps her thighs while
she is praying.*?

Rasool Allah*®"¥ strikes his*®"" right hand on his***" left hand (once):
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‘One day Ali®"s Bin Abu Talib"* came weeping to the Prophet*®*" and he®"* was saying:
‘We are for Allah®" and are returning to Him®"’. Rasool-Allah®"¥ said: ‘Shh, O Ali®W*,
Ali®"s said: ‘O Rasool-Allah®"W¥1 My 2sWs mother? Fatima Bint Asad™ has passed away’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘The Prophet™®" wept, then said; ‘May Allah®"/ have Mercy on
your@Ws mother?, O Ali®"s| But, she™® was a mother? for you®"s, so she™ was a mother?s
for mes2W¥ (as well). Take this turban of mine™®*% and take these two clothes of mine?#%s and
enshroud her? in these, and instruct the womenfolk to be excellent in washing her?s and not
to bring her? out until I"**% come, for her? matter is up to mesaWw’,
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And the Prophet®"" came after some time and brought out (Syeda)
Fatima@s, mother? of Ali®*%s, The Prophet*®"¥ prayed such a Salat upon her, he™*®% had
not prayed it upon anyone before her? similar to that Salat. Then he*®"" exclaimed for
Takbeers upon her?. Then He*®"Y entered into the grave and extended (lied down) in it.
Neither any sound nor movement was heard from him=saww,
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Then he™®W said: ‘O Ali®"s, enter! O Hassan™®"Ys, enter!” They®%s both entered the grave.
When hes®"" was free from what he™®"" was needy to, said to him™2W¥s: ‘O Ali®"s, exit! O
Hassan@%s, exit!’ They®"“* both came out. Then the Prophet*®¥ crawled until he*®*% came
by her? head, then said: ‘O Fatima@"“! [aWW gm Muhammad=2"V¥, chief of the children of
Adam™s, and there is no pride. So, when Munkar and Nakeer (Angels) come to you™s, they will
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ask you®: ‘Who is your® Lord?®%i?’ Say, ‘Allah®?" is my? Lord®™, and Muhammad*"¥ is
my 2 Prophet=®¥, and Al-Islam is my® religion, and the Quran is my 2 Book, and my2* son2s"s
is my @ Imam™Ys and my™®® guardian’.
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Then he ™" said: ‘O Allah 3%l Affirm Fatima %S with the firm word (Wilayah of Ali®*s). Then
hea"¥ came out from her?° grave and gathered the soil upon her?®s. Then he®"% struck (once)
his "W right hand upon his®*" |eft and shook them (out of sorrow), then said: ‘By the One "
in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad=a"%! (Syeda) Fatima™"* has heard the clap of
my*VY right hand upon my 2%V |eft’.
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Ammar Bin Yasser' stood up to him*®%W and said, ‘May my " father™ and my ™ mother™ be
sacrificed for you™®%, O Rasool-Allah®"Y¥! You2"W¥ have prayed such a Salat upon her=s,

you™" did not pray upon anyone before her similar to that Salat’.
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Hes®"W said: ‘O Abu Yagzan™! And she™ is deserving of that from me™=®"¥, There were a lot
of children for her? from Abu Talib?®*"¥$, and their good was a lot, and our good was little. She"

3 ysed to satiate me™®"W and let them be hungry (instead), and clothed me™=®"% and let them
be bare (instead), and oiled me**"" and let them be scruffy (instead)’.
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He ™ said, ‘So, why did you™®¥ exclaim forty Takbeers upon her?s, O Rasool-Allah-saww?’
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Hes®WY said: ‘Yes, O Ammar™! |%®"¥ turned towards the right and looked at forty rows of
Angels, so I"®¥ exclaimed a Takbeer for every row’.
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He said, ‘Yous®™¥ [ied down in the grace and neither any sound nor movement was detected
for yousaww’,
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HesaWY said: ‘The people would be Resurrected bare on the Day of Qiyamah, and I*"¥ did not
cease seeking to my*®™" Lord?*" Mighty and Majestic that He®" Resurrects her?s veiled. By
the One®™ in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad=2"V! | had not come out from her
3 grave until I°*"Y saw two lanterns of light by her® head, and two lanterns of light by her=*
hands, and two lanterns of light by her?* legs, and the two Angels allocated to her® would be
seeking Forgiveness for her?s up to the establishment of the Hour”.1!

11 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 35, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen®*, Ch3H 4 a
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