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Shia Muslims and Ahlulbayt: Quranic Verses and Hadith References 
This article presents a reference-based overview of Shia Muslims and Ahlulbayt, using Qur’anic verses and Shia hadith 

references as the foundation. The purpose is not to add unsupported opinion, but to show how the relationship 

between the Qur’an, the Holy Prophet Muhammad (s), and the Ahlulbayt (a) is explained through texts that can be 

located and reviewed. 

In Shia usage, Ahlulbayt (a) refers to the purified household of the Prophet (s), especially the Prophet Muhammad (s), 

Imam Ali (a), Lady Fatima al-Zahra (a), Imam Hasan (a), Imam Husayn (a), and the Imams from their line. This article 

discusses Shia Muslims and Ahlulbayt through the verses and narrations most commonly cited in Shia scholarship. 

Reference basis: Qur’an 33:33, 42:23, 3:61, 5:55, 4:59, 16:43, 21:7; Hadith al-Kisa; Hadith al-Thaqalayn; and related chapters in 

al-Kafi and other Shia works. 

1. The Verse of Purification: Qur’an 33:33 
The Qur’an states: “Allah only intends to keep impurity away from you, O Ahlulbayt, and to purify you with a 

thorough purification.” 

Reference: Qur’an, Surah al-Ahzab, 33:33. 

This verse directly uses the expression Ahlulbayt and mentions divine purification. Shia discussions of this verse 

connect it with Hadith al-Kisa, in which the Prophet (s) gathered Imam Ali (a), Lady Fatima (a), Imam Hasan (a), and 

Imam Husayn (a) under the cloak and referred to them as his Ahlulbayt. 

Hadith/reference basis: Hadith al-Kisa as discussed under Ayat al-Tathir; Shia tafsir discussions of the Verse of Purification, 

including al-Tabrisi's Majma al-Bayan and al-Tabataba'i's al-Mizan; quick online verification: WikiShia, Al-Tathir Verse, text and 

occasion-of-revelation sections. 

The article therefore records the point as a textual observation: Qur’an 33:33 names Ahlulbayt and speaks of 

purification, while Hadith al-Kisa is cited in Shia sources to identify the household connected to this verse. 

2. The Verse of Mawaddah: Qur’an 42:23 
The Qur’an states: “Say: I do not ask you any reward for it except love for the near relatives.” 

Reference: Qur’an, Surah al-Shura, 42:23. 

In Shia exegesis, “the near relatives” in this verse are explained as the Ahlulbayt (a). Reports cited in Shia discussions 

include narrations from Imam al-Sajjad (a), Imam al-Baqir (a), and Imam al-Sadiq (a), where the verse is connected 

with the love of the Ahlulbayt (a). 

Hadith/exegetical references: al-Bahrani, Ghayat al-Maram wa Hujjat al-Khisam; al-Hilli, Kashf al-Murad; Shia tafsir discussions 

of Ayat al-Mawaddah. Reports are also cited from Imam al-Sajjad (a), Imam al-Baqir (a), and Imam al-Sadiq (a) regarding the 

meaning of al-Mawaddah. 

Accordingly, the Shia discussion of Shia Muslims and Ahlulbayt includes Qur’an 42:23 as a verse about commanded 

love, and the hadith material is used to identify the intended relatives as the Prophet’s purified household. 

3. The Verse of Mubahala: Qur’an 3:61 
The Qur’an states: “Come, let us call our sons and your sons, our women and your women, our souls and your souls, 

then let us pray earnestly and invoke Allah’s curse upon the liars.” 

Reference: Qur’an, Surah Aal Imran, 3:61. 
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Shia sources discuss this verse in connection with the event of Mubahala with the Christians of Najran. In that event, 

the Prophet (s) came with Imam Hasan (a), Imam Husayn (a), Lady Fatima (a), and Imam Ali (a). The terms “our sons,” 

“our women,” and “our souls” are therefore discussed in relation to these personalities. 

Reference: Event of Mubahala; Shia tafsir discussions of Ayat al-Mubahala; al-Tabataba’i, al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an; al-Tabrisi, 

Majma al-Bayan. Shia reference summaries also cite Imam al-Rida (a) describing this verse as a significant merit of Imam Ali (a). 

The article records this as a referenced event: Qur’an 3:61 is the verse of Mubahala, and Shia scholarship relates the 

participation in the event to the rank of the Ahlulbayt (a). 

4. Hadith al-Thaqalayn: The Qur’an and Ahlulbayt Together 
Hadith al-Thaqalayn is a central narration in the Shia discussion of Shia Muslims and Ahlulbayt. In one wording 

reported in al-Kafi, the Prophet (s) states that he is leaving two matters among the Muslims: the Book of Allah and his 

Ahlulbayt, his Itrah. The narration adds that holding to them is a means of protection from going astray. 

Hadith reference: al-Kulayni, al-Kafi, cited under Hadith al-Thaqalayn; Shia sources listed for this hadith include al-Kafi, Basa’ir 

al-Darajat, Kamal al-Din, Amali al-Saduq, Amali al-Mufid, Amali al-Tusi, Uyun Akhbar al-Rida, al-Ghayba of al-Nu’mani, and 

other Shia works. 

The narration places the Qur’an and the Ahlulbayt (a) together. For this reason, Shia writings commonly use Hadith al-

Thaqalayn when discussing the authority of the Ahlulbayt (a) in teaching and preserving the meaning of the Qur’an. 

Verification note: HubeAli may cross-check the wording through al-Kafi and other Shia hadith works. The article does not rely on 

independent personal argument here; it simply presents the connection made in the hadith between the Book of Allah and the 

Ahlulbayt (a). 

5. The Verse of Wilayah: Qur’an 5:55 
The Qur’an states: “Your wali is only Allah, His Messenger, and those who believe, who establish prayer and give zakat 

while bowing.” 

Reference: Qur’an, Surah al-Ma’idah, 5:55. 

Shia tafsir literature identifies this verse with Imam Ali (a), connected to the report that he gave charity while in ruku. 

The verse is therefore cited in Shia discussions on wilayah and the authority of Imam Ali (a). 

Hadith/exegetical references: Shia tafsir discussions of Ayat al-Wilayah; Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Ifsah fi al-Imamah, p. 134; Shaykh 

al-Tusi, al-Tibyan, vol. 3, p. 559; al-Kafi reports from Imam al-Baqir (a) on the wilayah of Imam Ali (a), and al-Kafi Vol. 1, Book 4, 

Chapter 8, Hadith 7 connecting Qur'an 4:59 and 5:55 with obedience to the Imams. 

This section avoids expanding beyond the cited material. It records that Qur’an 5:55 is used in Shia scholarship as a 

textual basis for discussing wilayah, and that the narration of charity in ruku is cited in connection with Imam Ali (a). 

6. The Verse of Obedience: Qur’an 4:59 
The Qur’an states: “O you who believe, obey Allah, obey the Messenger, and those vested with authority among 

you.” 

Reference: Qur’an, Surah al-Nisa, 4:59. 

Shia scholarship discusses “those vested with authority” in relation to the Imams (a). Al-Kafi contains chapters on the 

obligation to obey the Imams (a), the need for divine authority, and the continuity of divine guidance. 

Hadith reference: al-Kafi, Vol. 1, Book 4: The Book about People with Divine Authority; Chapter 8: “The obligation to obey the 

Imams (a.s.)”; related chapters include “The necessity of the presence of Divine Authority among the people” and “The issue 

that the Earth at no time is without a Person with Divine Authority.” 

This verse and these chapters are therefore included as references used by Shia authors when explaining why 

obedience and guidance are discussed together in relation to the Ahlulbayt (a). 
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7. Ahl al-Dhikr: Qur’an 16:43 and 21:7 
The Qur’an states: “Ask the People of the Reminder if you do not know.” 

Reference: Qur’an, Surah al-Nahl, 16:43; Surah al-Anbiya, 21:7. 

In its immediate Qur’anic context, the verse addresses questions about prophethood and previous revelation. Shia 

narrations also discuss the Ahlulbayt (a) as the clearest instances of those from whom religious knowledge and 

Qur’anic understanding are sought. 

Hadith reference: al-Kafi, Vol. 1, Book 4, Chapter 20: “The people of Dhikr (memory and knowledge) that Allah has commanded 

the creatures to ask for their questions are the Imams (a.s.).” 

The article records the verse and the Shia hadith chapter so that readers can locate the basis of this discussion. It does 

not present the point as an unsupported claim. 

8. The Ahlulbayt (a) as Teachers of the Qur’an 
The Qur’an is the primary divine text. In Hadith al-Thaqalayn, the Prophet (s) places the Qur’an together with the 

Ahlulbayt (a). In al-Kafi, chapters in the Book about People with Divine Authority discuss the Imams (a) as people of 

knowledge, heirs of the Book, and guides connected to Qur’anic understanding. 

References: Hadith al-Thaqalayn; al-Kafi, Vol. 1, Book 4, Chapter 20 on Ahl al-Dhikr; Chapter 21 on those called people of 

knowledge; Chapter 22 on those well-grounded in knowledge; Chapter 24 on the people chosen as heirs of the Book; Chapter 35 

on the knowledge of the Qur'an. 

Based on these references, Shia Muslims and Ahlulbayt are discussed together in Shia educational writing because the 

Ahlulbayt (a) are presented in these narrations as connected to religious knowledge, Qur’anic explanation, and 

guidance after the Prophet (s). 

9. Summary of Referenced Points 
The following summary is based only on the references cited above: 

• Qur’an 33:33 names Ahlulbayt and speaks of purification. 

• Hadith al-Kisa is cited in Shia sources to identify the Ahlulbayt connected with the Verse of Purification. 

• Qur’an 42:23 is cited in Shia tafsir discussions as a verse about love for the Prophet’s near relatives. 

• Qur’an 3:61 is cited in connection with the event of Mubahala and the presence of Ali, Fatima, Hasan, and Husayn 

(a). 

• Hadith al-Thaqalayn places the Qur’an and the Ahlulbayt (a) together as two weighty trusts. 

• Qur’an 5:55 is cited in Shia discussions of wilayah and the rank of Imam Ali (a). 

• Qur’an 4:59 is discussed in Shia sources together with obedience to the Imams (a). 

• Qur’an 16:43 and 21:7 are discussed in Shia narrations with reference to Ahl al-Dhikr and the Imams (a). 

Conclusion 
The relationship between Shia Muslims and Ahlulbayt is explained in Shia sources through a set of Qur’anic verses 

and narrations. The Verse of Purification, the Verse of Mawaddah, the Verse of Mubahala, Hadith al-Thaqalayn, the 

Verse of Wilayah, the Verse of Obedience, and the Ahl al-Dhikr verses are among the texts used in Shia scholarship for 

this discussion. 

This article has intentionally kept the explanation close to the references. Each main point has been connected to a 

verse, hadith, or named Shia source so that readers can locate the original material and study it further. 
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