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In the Name of Allah==i the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-2z#i Lord-2=vi of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our
Chief Muhammad-s2ww and his-saww Purified Progeny2s*s, and greetings with abundant greetings.

3rd Testimony in Tashahud from
Kutab-e-Arbah-Reply:

The general Muslims have a habit of rejecting Shia beliefs and demanding proof of doctrine from
the Holy Quran, e.g., ‘show Shia beliefs from the Holy Quran’, so we present to them the proofs
but when they become more aggressive and unreasonable, we may reply to them, e.g., you show
us the recitation of the Azan, Aqgamah and Salat from the Quran, so they cannot and back off, as
these rituals are explained in Ahadith.

It is a common occurrence for the general Muslims to reject Shia beliefs, and demand proofs of
the Shia doctrine from the Holy Quran. e.g., “show us proofs of the Shia beliefs from the Holy
Quran”, yet when presented with the proofs, they often become more aggressive and
unreasonable, so sadly, we are compelled to say to them “can you show us the recitation of the
Azan, Agamah and Salat from the Quran?”, they cannot and back-off, as these rituals are explained
in the Ahadith.

Similarly, some Shia Mugalladeen (followers of Maraja) insist on proving the presence of the third
testimony (third Shahadat) in the Tashahud from Ahadith. Once it's shown to them from ‘Figh
Al-Reza’ (see Appendix I) they say but show us from Kutab-e-Arbah (from the four books). Well,
if we ask them, in a same way we ask Muslims, to show us some of their basic beliefs from the
Kutab-e-Arbah. What are they going to do? Let’s ask from them (the Mugalladeen) only five of the
following, i.e., to show us from the Kutab-e-Arbah:

Kalima-e-Tayyab;

Usool-e-Deen;

Faroo-e-deen,

What they recite for the Nikah;

What they recite for the Salat-e-Janaza;

Show if Tashahud is limited to and is fixed to two testimonies from the Kutab-e-Arbah.

Uk wh e

For the 3rd Testimony, however, in Al-Kafi, vol. 3, which is the first book from the Kutab-e-Arbah,
it is in a Hadith that Tashahud is not fixed and is like Qanoot (more can be recited), and we find
from a Hadith of Imam Ali-asws that one needs to renew his beliefs in the Tashahud (Appendix II).
Before we present Ahadith, we repeat our request of point 6 above and very politely, to show
from Kutab-e-Arbah that Tashahud is limited to only two testimonies!
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‘In Al-Kafi it is: I said to Abu Ja’far-asws, ‘Which thing should I be saying during the
Tashahud and the Qunoot?’ He (Imam-2sWs ) said: ‘With the best of what you know, for had
it been fixed, the people would be destroyed’.!

In a Hadith, see Appendix II, Ali Amir ul-Momineen-2s¥s says:

oGy A Bafes

In the ‘Tashahud’ we renew our ‘Eman’ (an extract, see complete Hadith in Appendix II)

One should neither challenge others’ beliefs nor start a
debate:

We should not Challenge the Muqalladeen, as for us there is neither Tabligh, nor debating nor
challenging, but if they try to corner us, L.e., insist and refute against following Ahadith, then as a
defence, we can ask them counter questions, i.e., 1-5 questions above. But why only in defence,
as there are many Ahadith, forbidding us from challenging others faith:

Eoran U 3£ 0 ) o 06 ol e Cued [O8] O 5 ) Sl Y g ndi Y ¢ J6
And he-asws (Imam Ali-asws) said to his-asws son-asws Al-Hassan-asws: ‘Do not call (anyone) to a duel (do

not challenge), but if you-asws are called to it, then answer, for the caller (of debate) is a rebel (in
the Court of Allah-22%) and the rebel would be stricken down (would be eliminated)”.2

SB N ib g 5,55 S 6 1ds g Jus 3 BB G s e e o ek b Je g & 2

R
It is reported that a man said to Al-Husayn-asws Bin Ali-asws, ‘Remain seated until we argue
regarding the Religion’. So, he-2sws said: ‘O you, I am aware of my-2s¥s religion, and my-asws

path is clear for me-asws, So, if you are ignorant about your religion then go and seek it.
What do I-asws have to do with disputation?

b 5 3 Bl 15 S0 g D1 BE okt 5 5 80 2t DN By 5

Indeed, the Satan2 tempts a person and calls him, saying, 'Debate with people regarding
their religion so that they do not think of you as incapable and ignorant (An extract).3

1 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH30 H 2
2 Nahj Al Balagah — Saying 233
3 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 17 H 32
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APPENDIX I
Recitation of Tashahud

J
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Figh Al-Reza-2sws — ‘So when you are performing Tashahud in the second (Cycle), so say,
‘In the Name of Allah-2z¥j, and by Allah-22wj, and the Praise is for Allah-22wj, and the Good
Names, all of them are for Allah-22wi. [ testify that there is no god except Allah-2zw, Alone,
there being no associates for Him-22wj; and I testify that Muhammad-sa"w is His-2#wi servant
and His-2zwi Rasool-saww, He-azwj Sent him-saww with the Truth as a giver of glad tidings and
a warner up to the Day of Judgment’ - and do not increase upon that.
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Up to (the point) he-asws said: ‘So when you have prayed the fourth Cycle, say in your
Tashahud, ‘In the Name of Allah-2zwj, and by Allah-2z¥j, and the Praise is for Allah-2z¥j, and
the Good Names, all of them are for Allah-2zwi. | testify that there is no god except Allah-
azwj, Alone, there being no associates for Him-2zwi. And I testify that Muhammad-saww is His-
azwj servant and His-2#wi Rasool-saww, He-2z2wi Sent him-22wi with the Truth as a giver of glad
tidings and a warner up to the establishment of the Hour.

5.5 50l U A Sl S Sl S Sl S SsT Sk Sl 5 [4] S
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The greetings (are for Allah-2#wi), and the Salawat, the good things, the pure things the
splendid, the pleasantries, the perfected things, the bounties, blessed things, the

righteous things are for Allah-22wi what is good, and pure, and clean, and flourishing, and
sincere. And whatever is bad, so it is for other than Allah-2zwi,

53&@3;)\33;3&\35;333—\0\/3}\ @Lbd\u,:a&d\jdyjj\(pu\Md\)u)\r’u;)é\.%w\
)ﬁd\ggywa»m\j\w;@‘yag\a;ww\)f&W\

[ testify that You?#¥ are the best Lord-2#wj, and that Muhammad-saww is the best of the
Rasools3s, and that Ali Bin Abu Talib-2sws is the best of the Guardians-2ws, and that the
Paradise is true, and the Fire is true, and the death is true, and the Resurrection is true,
and that the Hour would come, there is no doubt in it, and that Allah-22wi would Resurrect
the ones in the graves.
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And the Praise is for Allah-2zwj [7:43] All Praise is due to Allah Who Guided us to this,
and we would not have found the Way had it not been that Allah had Guided us. O
Allah-2zwjl Send Blessings upon Muhammad-saww and upon the Progeny-2sws of Muhammad-
saww and Bless upon Muhammad-s2%w and upon the Progeny-2s¥s of Muhammad-s2%w, and
be Merciful to Muhammad-s2ww and the Progeny-2s¥s of Muhammad, superior than what
You-2zwj Sent Salawat and Blessed, and Mercied, and Greeted upon Ibrahim-2s and the
progeny of Ibrahim-2s among the worlds, You#?wi are the most-Praised One, the most-
Glorified Onel.
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O Allah-2zwi! Send Blessings upon Muhammad-saww Al-Mustafa and Ali-2sws Al Murtaza, and
Fatima-2sws Al Zahra, and Al Hassan-2sws and Al Husayn-2s¥s, and upon the Imams-2sws, the
Guiding ones from the Progeny-2sws of TAHA, and YASEEN. O Allah-2zWi! Send Blessings
upon Your-2#wi Light, the most radiating, and upon Your-2#%i lengthy Rope (Imams-2s¥s),
and upon Your-2#2w Firm Handle, and upon Your-2z¥j Benevolent Face, and upon You-2zwi
Side, the most Obligatory, and upon Your-2wi Door, the closest one, and upon Your-2zwi
Path of travel.
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O Allah-2zwj! Send Blessings upon the Guides, the Guided ones, the rightly guiding ones,
the meritorious, the goodly, the clean, the best, the righteous. O Allah-2zwi! Send Blessings
upon Jibraeel=s, and Mikaeel-2s, and Israfeel-2s, and Izraeel?s, and upon Your-2zwi Angels of
Proximity, and Your-2zwj Mursil Prophets-2s, and Your-2zwi Rasools-2s altogether, from the
inhabitants of the sky and the earths, and the people of Your-22wi obedience, the higher
status, and I particularise Muhammad-s2ww¥ with the most superior of the Salawat and the
greetings”.4
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APPENDIX II

Imam Ali-2s%s say ‘Renew your Beliefs in the Tashahud of your
Salat’
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[ was with Amir-ul-Momineen-2sws when my Mola-2s¥s saw a man praying, and asked him,
do you understand the interpretation of your prayers? He replied, O my master! Is the
interpretation of prayers not included in the acts of worship? Amir-ul-Momineen-2s¥s then
said Allah-2zwi sent down Prophet Mohammed-saww as well as other Prophets (in the past)
in order to explain the true essence and interpretation, reasons behind Divine revelations
and the way to proclaim each act of worship. He then said, please teach me O my master,
what is the interpretation of Salat? Amir-ul-Momineen-2sws replied, your exclaiming of
‘Allah ho Akbar’ in ‘Takbeer-tul-Ahram’s, it means Allah is Greatest, beyond our
comprehension, in the second Takbeer (Allah ho Akbar) we admit His greatness and also
it cannot be described by the means of signs (i.e., by hands). We (recite it) third time to
admit He-22wj is beyond our perception to give Him-2z2w Profile or create His-2%wi Image. In
the fourth one we admit He has been before the start of the time and can never be
influenced by any deterioration or decay. In the fifth Takbeer we admit His-22i essence is
unrecognisable and He-2#wi is everywhere without being part of something or something

5 The first Allah ho Akbar when you start Salat. The first with Niat of Salat , there are seven Allah ho Akbar in
two Rakat.
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being dwelled into Him-2#wi. In the sixth one we recognise His attributes neither subject
to variations nor evolution with the passage of time. In the seventh one we admit our
failure in His recognition through our six senses. Extend your neck when you bow down
(Rukku) and offer your head to be chopped down for His-2z2%i cause. Upon lifting our head
and standing up we recite ‘Samay...."° and thank Allah who brought us into Life out of
non-existence. And upon performing the first prostration, we offer our prostration to
You-2#wi and acknowledge He-2#W has created us out of dust and thank Him-22wi (when
raising our head after prostration) that He-22wi has extracted us out of earth. Upon
performing the second prostration we admit we will die and become part of dust and
upon raising our heads (after prostration) we recognise He-2zwi will resurrect us. And
when you sit on your left hand side while your right foot crosses the sole of your left foot,
we symbolically indicate that we have established the righteous path and have

annihilated the falsehood. In the ‘Tashahud’” we renew our ‘Eman’ and the resumption of

Islam and approval of death and resurrection after death. In the ‘Aihata..’ we praise Allah-
azwj, and ask for His-#wi Forgiven and Protection against the cruel oppressors and their

deadly traps and the interpretation of ‘Salama...” is to pray, may Allah-22i protect us from
the torture of the Doom’ day and bless us with peace.

Amir-ul-Momineen-2sws, finally said, if you do not know the interpretation of your prayers
then your prayers are infirm and incomplete.”

6 Thank Allah-#* who listens to all and is praise worthy.
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