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saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam 
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla 
asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam 
AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak 
ra: - Razi Allah-azwj 

La: - Laan Allah-azwj 
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 تَسْلِيماً.ِوَسَلَمَِِ,الطاَهِريِنِِسَيِ دِنََِمَُُمَدٍِوَِآلِهِِِعَلىِاللَُِِّوَِصَلَىِِ,الْعالَمِينِرَبِِِالْْمَْدُِللَِِِّالرحَِيمِِِالرَحْْنِِِاللَِِِّبِسْمِِ
In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief 
Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and greetings with abundant greetings. 

لِْفَ رَجَهُمِْوَالْعَنِْأعَْدَائَ هُمِْاَجَْْعِيْنِ  الَلَهُمَِصَلِ ِعَلىِمَُُمَدٍِوَآلِِمَُُمَدٍِوَعَجِ 

A Historical Shia Sunni Debate 

An interesting centuries-old Shia-Sunni debate is presented, which remains relevant to 

current arguments between the two Islamic Sects.  

قاَلَِ: ِرَجُلًَِّمََْنُونًَِحَسَنَِالْكَلََّمِِفَأتََ يْتُهُِفإَِذَاِأَنََِِِِالإحتجاجِحُكِيَِعَنِْأَبِِالْْذَُيْلِِالْعَلََّفِِأنَهَُِ دَخَلْتُِالرقَةََِفَذكُِرَِلِِأَنَِبِدَيْرِِزكَِىٍ 
وَِلِْيَْتَهُِفَسَلَمْتُِعَلَيْهِِفَ رَدَِالسَلََّمَِ  مِنَِْيَكُونُِالرَجُلُِوَِقاَلَِِِبِشَيْخٍِحَسَنِِالْْيَْئَةِِجَالِساًِعَلَىِوِسَادَةٍِيسَُر حُِِرَأْسَهُِ

(The book) ‘Al Ihtijaj’ – It is narrated from Abu Al Huzeyl Al Allaf having said,  

‘I entered Al-Raqqa. It was mentioned to me that at Deyr Zaky there is an insane man of 

excellent speech. I went to him, and there I was with an old man of good appearance, seated 

upon a pillow, being of relaxed head and beard. I greeted unto him. He responded the 

greetings and said, ‘From whom does the man happen to be?’  

الَِقُ لْتُِمِنِْأَهْلِِالْعِراَقِِقاَلَِنَ عَمِْأَهْلُِالظرَْفِِوَِالْْدَابِِقاَلَِمِنِْأيَِ هَاِأنَْتَِقُ لْتُِمِنِْأَهْلِِاِق لْبَصْرَةِِقاَلَِأهَْلُِالتَجَارِبِِوَِالْعِلْمِِقاَلَََِِ
 لِ مُِقُ لْتُِبَ لَىِفَ وَثَبَِعَنِْوَسَادَتهِِِوَِأَجْلَسَنِِِعَلَيْهَاِِفَمَنِْأيَِ هِمِْأنَْتَِقُ لْتُِأبَوُِالْْذَُيْلِِالْعَلََّفُِقاَلَِالْمُتَكَِ

He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘From the people of Al-Iraq’. He said, ‘Yes, the people of 

friendliness and etiquette’. He said, ‘From which (part) of it are you?’ I said, ‘From the people 

of Al-Basra’. He said, ‘People of experience and knowledge’. He said, ‘From which of them are 

you?’ I said, ‘Abu Al-Huzeyl Al-Allaf’. He said, ‘The speaker’. I said, ‘Yes’. He leapt from his 

pillow and seated me upon it. 

مُِ مَامَةِِترُيِدُِقاَلَِمَنِْتُ قَدِ  مَامَةِِقُ لْتُِأَيَِالْإِ كَِلََّمٍِجَرَىِبَ يْنَنَاِمَاِتَ قُولُِفِِالْإِ ونَِبَ عْدَِالنَبِِ ِصِقُ لْتُِمَنِْقَدَمَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِِثَُُِقاَلَِبَ عْدَ
 هُوَِقُ لْتُِأبَوُِبَكْرٍِ قاَلَِوَِمَنِْ

Then he said after some talk had flowed between us, ‘What are you saying regarding the 

Imamate?’ I said, ‘Which Imamate do you intend?’ He said, ‘Whom are you placing forwards 

after the Prophet-saww?’ I said, ‘The one who Rasool-Allah-saww had advanced’. He said, ‘And 

who is he?’ I said, ‘Abu Bakr’.  

مُواِخَيْْكَُمِْوَِوَلُّواِأفَِْ قُ لْتُِلَِِنَِالنَبَِِصِقاَلَِقَدِ   ضَلَكُمِْوَِتَ راَضَىِالنَاسُِبهِِِجَِْيعاًِقاَلَِلِِيََِأَبََِالْْذَُيْلِِوَِلَِِقَدَمْتُمُوهُِ
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He said to me, ‘O Abu Al-Huzeyl! And why are you advancing him?’ I said, ‘Because the 

Prophet-saww had advanced their best one and placed their most superior in charge, and all 

the people were pleased with him’.  

مُواِخَيْْكَُمِْوَِوَلُّواِأفَْضَِ ِأوُجِدُكَِأَنَِأَبََِبَكْرٍِصَعِدَِالْمِنْبَََِوَِقاَلَِِقاَلَِيََِأَبََِالْْذَُيْلِِهَاهُنَاِوَقَ عْتَِأمََاِقَ وْلُكَِإِنَِالنَبَِِصِقاَلَِقَدِ  لَكُمِْفإَِنّ ِ
كَِذَبوُِ كَِانوُا كَِانَِهُوَِالْكَاذِبَِعَلَىِنَ فْسِهِِفَمِنْبََُِالنَبِِ ِصِلََِيَصِْوُل يِتُكُمِْوَِلَسْتُِبَِِيْْكُِمِْفإَِنْ عَدُهُِِاِعَلَيْهِِفَ قَدِْخَالَفُواِأمَْرَِالنَبِِ ِصِوَِإِنْ

 ِ-الْكَاذِبوُنَِ

He said, ‘O Abu Al Huzeyl! Over here is a pitfall. As for your word that the Prophet-saww had 

said: ‘Advance your best one and place your superior to be in charge’, so I can find for you 

that Abu Bakr had ascended the pulpit and said, ‘I am in charge of you all and I am not your 

best one’. If they have belied upon him, then they have opposed the order of the Prophet-

saww. And if he had lied upon himself, then the pulpit of the Prophet-saww, the liars cannot 

ascend it.  

اِلْعَوَامِِقاَلَِلََِأبََُيِعُِإِلََِعَلِي اًِِِِوَِأمََاِقَ وْلُكَِإِنَِالنَاسَِتَ راَضَوْاِبهِِِفإَِنَِأَكْثرََِالِْنَْصَارِِقاَلوُاِمِنَاِأمَِيٌِْوَِمِنْكُمِْأمَِيٌِْوَِ أمََاِالْمُهَاجِرُونَِفإَِنَِزبَُيَْْ
 بوُِسُفْيَانَِبْنُِحَرْبٍِفَ قَالَِيََِأَبََِالَْْسَنِِإِنِْشِئْتَِلََِمْلَََنََّاَِخَيْلًَِّوَِرجَِالًَِيَ عْنِِِالْمَدِينَةَِفَأمُِرَِبهِِِفَكُسِرَِسَيْفُهُِوَِجَاءَِأَِ

And as for your words, ‘The people were pleased with him’, surely most of the Helpers had 

said, ‘There should be a commander from us and a commander from you’. And as for the 

Emigrants, Zubeyr Bin Al-Awwam had said, ‘I will not pledge allegiance except to Ali-asws!’ So 

he was ordered with, and his sword was broken. And Abu Sufyan Bin Harb came and said, ‘O 

Abu Al-Hassan-asws! If you-asws so desire, I can fill it with cavalries and infantries’ – meaning Al-

Medina.  

ِفَ هَؤُلََءِِالْمُهَاجِرُونَِِ كِردندِوَِالْمِقْدَادُِوَِأبَوُِذَرٍ  كِردندِوِنكردندِوِندانندكِهِچه  وَِخَرجََِسَلْمَانُِفَ قَالَ

And Salman-ra went out and said, ‘Kardand wa nakardand wa nadanand Keh Chi Kardand’ (in 

Persian – ‘They did and did not do, and they did not know what to do’). And Al-Miqdad-ra and 

Abu Zarr-ra, they-ra are the Emigrants.  

إِذَاِرَأيَْ تُمُونِّمُغْضَباًِفاَحْذَرُونِّلََِأقََعُِفِِأَشْعَاركُِمِْوَِِأَخْبَْنِّيََِأَبََِالْْذَُيْلِِعَنِْقِيَامِِأَبِِبَكْرٍِعَلَىِالْمِنْبََِِوَِقَ وْلهِِِإِنَِلِِشَيْطاَنًَِيَ عْتََيِنِِِفَِ
كَِيْفَِيََِلُِّلَكُمِْأَنِْتُ وَلُّواِمََْنُونًَِأبَْشَاركُِمِْفَ هُوَِيُُْبَكُُمِْعَلَىِالْمِنْبََِِأَِ ِمََْنُونٌِوَ  نّ ِ

Inform me, O Abu Al-Huzeyl, about the standing by Abu Bakr upon the pulpit and his words, 

‘There is a Satan-la for me appearing to me. So when you see me angry, then beware I don’t 

fall into your slogans and your glad tidings’. So he informed them upon the pulpit, ‘I am insane, 

and how can it be permissible for you to make a madman to be a ruler’.  
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ِشَعْرَةٌِفِِصَدْرِِأَِ بِِبَكْرٍِثَُُِقاَمَِبَ عْدَهَاِبُِِمْعَةٍِفَ قَالَِإِنَِبَ يْعَةَِأَبِِِوَِأَخْبَْنِّيََِأَبََِالْْذَُيْلِِعَنِْقِيَامِِعُمَرَِعَلَىِالْمِنْبََِِوَِقَ وْلهِِِوَدِدْتُِأَنّ ِ
كَِانَتِْفَ لْتَةًِوَقَىِالَلُِّشَرَهَاِفَمَنِْعَادَِ  يَعَِمِثلَْهُِِإِلََِمِثْلِهَاِفاَقْ تلُُوهُِفَ بَيْنَاِهُوَِيَ وَدُِّأَنِْيَكُونَِشَعْرَةًِفِِصَدْرِِأَبِِبَكْرٍِيََْمُرُِبقَِتْلِِمَنِْبََِبَكْرٍ

And inform me, O Abu Al-Huzeyl, about the standing by Umar upon the pulpit and his words, 

‘I am a hair in the chest of Abu Bakr’. Then he stood after it with Friday (Salat). He said, ‘The 

allegiance to Abu Bakr was an error. Allah-azwj has Saved its evil. So the one who repeats to its 

like, kill him!’ While he loved to be a hair in the chest of Abu Bakr, he ordered with killing the 

one who pledged with the likes of him.  

مَرَِوَِأَنَِعُمَرَِلَِِْيَسْتَخْلِفِْفَأَرَىِأمَْركَُمِْبَ يْنَكُمِِْفَأَخْبَْنِّيََِأَبََِالْْذَُيْلِِبَِلَذِيِزَعَمَِأَنَِالنَبَِِصِلَِِْيَسْتَخْلِفِْوَِأَنَِأَبََِبَكْرٍِاسْتَخْلَفَِعُِ
 مُتَنَاقِضاًِ

Inform me, O Abu Al-Huzeyl, of that which you claimed that the Prophet-saww had not 

nominated a caliph, and that Abu Bakr had nominated Umar as caliph, and Umar did not 

nominate a caliph. So I see your matter between you all as being contradictory. 

ِِوَِأَخْبَْنِّيََِأَبََِالْْذَُيْلِِعَنِْعُمَرَِحِيَنِصَيَْهََاِشُورَىِفِِسِتَةٍِوَِزَعَمَِأَنََّمُِْمِنِْأَهْلِِالْْنََِ ةِِفَ قَالَِإِنِْخَالَفَِاثْ نَانِِلَِِرْبَ عَةٍِفاَقْ تلُُواِالَِثْ نَيْنِ
ِةَِالَذِينَِفِيهِمِْعَبْدُِالرَحَْْنِِبْنُِعَوْفٍِفَ هَذِهِِدِيََنةٌَِأَنِْيََْمُرَِبقَِتْلِِأَهْلِِالْْنََةِِوَِإِنِْخَالَفَِثَلََّثةٌَِلثَِلََّثةٍَِفاَقْ تلُُواِالثَلََّثَِ

And inform me, O Abu Al-Huzeyl, about Umar when he made it to be a consultation among 

six, and he claimed that they are from the people of Paradise. He said, ‘If two oppose the four, 

then kill the two, and if three oppose the three, then kill the ones among whom is Abdul 

Rahman Bin Awf’. So this is a religion, that he orders with killing the people of Paradise? 

جَزعِاًِفَ قُلْتُِيََِأمَِيَِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِمَاِهَذَاِالْْزَعَُِفَ قَالَِِوَِأَخْبَْنِّيََِأَبََِالْْذَُيْلِِعَنِْعُمَرَِلَمَاِطعُِنَِدَخَلَِعَلَيْهِِعَبْدُِاللَِِّبْنُِالْعَبَاسِِقاَلَِفَ رَأيَ ِْ تُهُِ
 زَعِيِلِْذََاِالَِْمْرِِمَنِْيلَِيهِِبَ عْدِيِِيََِابْنَِعَباَسٍِمَاِجَزَعِيِلَِِجْلِيِوَِلَكِنَِجَِ

And inform me, O Abu Al-Huzeyl, about Umar, when was stabbed. Abdullah Bin Al-Abbas 

entered to see him. He said, ‘I saw him in panic. I said, ‘O commander of the faithful! What is 

this panic?’ He said, ‘O Ibn Abbas! My panic is not for my reason, but my panic is for the 

command (caliphate), who should be in charge of it after me’. 

ِأُِ كَِانَِالنَبُِِّصِيَ عْرفِهُُِفَلََِّأوَُلِِ  حِدَةٌ اَِطلَْحَةَِبْنَِعُبَيْدِِاللَِِّقاَلَِرَجُلٌِلَهُِ  مُورَِالْمُسْلِمِيَنِحَدِيداًِقاَلَِقُ لْتُِوَلِْ 

He (Ibn Abbas) said, ‘I said, ‘Place Talha Bin Ubeydullah in charge’. He said, ‘A man having 

temper for him. The Prophet-saww had recognised it. A man of temper should not be in charge 

of the affairs of the Muslims’.  

فِكُِبَةٍِمِنِْغَزِْ اَِالزُّبَيَِْْبْنَِالْعَوَامِِقاَلَِرَجُلٌِبَِِيلٌِرأَيَْ تُهُِيُُاَكِسُِامْرأَتََهُِ ِأمُُورَِالْمُسْلِمِيَنِبَِِيلًَِّقاَلَِقُ لْتُِوَلِْ   لٍِفَلََِّأوَُلِِ 
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He (Ibn Abbas) said, ‘I said, ‘Place Al-Zubeyr Bin Al-Awwam in charge’. He said, ‘A stingy man. 

I saw him arguing with his wife regarding a ball of yarn. A stingy cannot be in charge of the 

affairs of the Muslims’.   

اَِسَعْدَِبْنَِأَبِِوَقاَصٍِقاَلَِرَجُلٌِصَاحِبُِفَ رَسٍِوَِقَ وْسٍِوَِليَْسَِمِنِْأَحْلََّسِِالِْْلََّفَةِِِ  قاَلَِقُ لْتُِوَلِْ 

He (Ibn Abbas) said, ‘I said, ‘Place Sa’ad Bin Abi Waqas to be in charge’. He said, ‘A man who 

is a companion of a horse and a bow, and he isn’t from the saddlecloth of the caliphate’.  

اَِعَبْدَِالرَحَْْنِِبْنَِعَوْفٍِقاَلَِرَجُلٌِليَْسَِيَُْسِنُِأَنِْيَكْفِيَِعِيَالَهُِ  قُ لْتُِوَلِْ 

I said, ‘Place Abdul Rahman Bin Awf to be in charge’. He said, ‘A man who isn’t good at 

sufficing his own dependants’.  

اَِعَبْدَِاللَِِّبْنَِعُمَرَِفاَسْتَوَىِجَالِساًِوَِقاَلَِيََِابْنَِعَبَاسٍِمَاِوَِاللَِِّأرََدْتُِبَِِ ِرَجُلًَِّلَِِْيَُْسِنِْأَنِْيطُلَِ قَِامْرأَتَهَُِقاَلَِقُ لْتُِوَلِْ   ذَاِأوَُلِِ 

He (Ibn Abbas) said, ‘I said, ‘Place Abdullah Bin Umar in charge’. He sat up straight and said, 

‘O Ibn Abbas! By Allah-azwj, I did not intend with this place in charge a man who isn’t good at 

divorcing his own wife!’  

اَِعُثْمَانَِبْنَِعَفَانَِفَ قَالَِوَِاللَِِّلئَِنِْوَليَْتُهُِليََحْمِلَنَِآلَِأَبِِمُعَيْطٍِعَلَىِرقِاَبِِِ الْمُسْلِمِيَنِوَِأوَْشَكَِإِنِْفَ عَلْنَاِأَنِْيَ قْتلُُوهُِقاَلَْاَِِقُ لْتُِوَلِْ 
 ثَلََّثًِ

O said, ‘Place Usman Bin Affan in charge’. He said, ‘By Allah-azwj! If I were to place him in 

charge, he would carry the family of Abu Mueet upon the necks of Muslims, and there is no 

doubt that if we were to do so, they would kill him’ – saying it thrice.  

ِبْنِِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِفَ قَالَِلِِيََِابِْ ِلِمَاِأَعْرِفُِمِنِْمُعَانَدَتهِِِلَِِمِيِِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعَلِيِ   نَِعَبَاسٍِاذكُْرِْصَاحِبَكَِقاَلَِثَُُِسَكَتُّ

He (Ibn Abbas) said, ‘Then he was silent, when I recognise his enmity towards Amir Al-

Momineen Ali-asws Bin Abu Talib-asws’. He said to me, ‘O Ibn Abbas! Mention your companion’.  

قاَلَِوَِاللَِِّمَاِجَزَعِيِإِلََِلِمَاِأَخَذْتُِالَْْقَِمِنِْأرَْبََبِهِِوَِاللَِِّلئَِنِْ اَِعَلِي اًِ وَليَْتُهُِليََحْمِلَنَهُمِْعَلَىِالْمَحَجَةِِالْعُظْمَىِوَِإِنِِِِْقاَلَِقُ لْتُِوَلِْ 
 يطُِيعُوهُِيدُْخِلُهُمُِالْْنََةَِ

He (Ibn Abbas) said, ‘I said, ‘Place Ali-asws in charge’. He said, ‘By Allah-azwj! My panic isn’t except 

due to my having seized the rights from their owners. By Allah-azwj! If I were to place him-asws 

in charge, he-asws will carry them upon the mighty arguments, and if they were to obey him-

asws, he-asws will enter them into the Paradise’’. 
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مِنِْرَب هِِِ تَةِِفَ وَيْلٌِلَهُِ ِالسِ   فَ هُوَِيَ قُولُِهَذَاِثَُُِصَيَْهََاِشُورَىِبَيْنَ

He was saying this, then he made it to be a consultation between the six. So, woe be to him 

from his Lord-azwj!’ 

كَانَِمِنِْقِصَتِهِِأَنِْذُهِبَِبِاَلهِِِوَِضِيَاعِهِِحِيلَةًِِِِقاَلَِأبَوُِالْْذَُيْلِِبَ يْنَاِهُوَِيكَُلِ مُنِِِإِذَاِاخْتَلَطَِوَِذَهَبَِعَقْلُهُِفأََخْبََْتُِالْمَأْمُونَِبقِِصَتِهِِوَِ
 وَِغَدْراًِ

Abu Al-Huzeyl said, ‘While he was talking to me, when he got mixed up and his intellect was 

gone. I informed Al-Mamoun with his story, and it was from his story that the going away of 

his wealth and his estate was a means and an excuse.  

بِاَِصُنِعَِبِهِِفَ رَدَِعَلَيْهِِمَا كَِانَِقَدِْذَهَبَِعَقْلُهُِ لَهُِوَِضِيَاعَهُِوَِصَيَْهَُِنَدِيُاًِفَكَانَِالْمَأْمُونُِيَ تَشَيَعُِِفَ بَعَثَِإلِيَْهِِالْمَأْمُونُِفَجَاءَِبِهِِوَِعَالَْهَُِوَ
ِِ.لِذَلِكَِوَِالْْمَْدُِللَِِّعَلَىكُِلِ ِحَالٍِ

Al-Mamoun sent for him. They came with him, and he treated him, and his intellect had gone 

due to what had been done with him. He returned his wealth to him, and his estate, and made 

him a close friend. Al-Mamoun was a Shia due to that. And the Praise is for Allah-azwj upon 

every state’’.1 

 

 

 
1 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 49, The book of History – Ali Al Rezaasws, Ch 18 H 35 


