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In the Name of Allah®*" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®*" Lord®" of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad®***"" and his**"" Purified Progeny®*"*, and
greetings with abundant greetings.
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Allah™™ Neither comes nor goes

Summary:

Some reciters and poets are not careful in their address when refereeing to Allah®™¥ as the
urge to present ‘higher level’ attributes in order to become more popular and charge more
for their address/poetry. This drives them to extract uncharted new material, which,
although had existed for centuries, but was not cited previously by the more responsible
and careful speakers. Hence it serves the purpose of dazzling the minds of those audience
who lack the knowledge of Ahadith of Ahl Al-Bayt™"”,

We acknowledge the presence of some ‘unreliable statements referred to Masomeen®** in
the Books of all Muslim sects, which (Nouzobilla®) would attempt to describe Allah®")
sometimes portraying even the coming and going of Allah®™ (from the Heavens to the
earth).

Allah®* can only be referred to through His®™ Attributes and one must disregards all those
narrations ‘which contradict well established Ahadith and Verses of Holy Quran’ where
narrators (somehow by mistake or by forgetfulness) have tried to define/address ‘Self’
(Zaat) of Allah®". A narration, from this category is given Appendix I, from Kamil-ul-Ziyarat,
where one of the narrators has got his words mixed up and we must disregard those words
where an Image/body of Allah®® is perceived.

When one asks a speaker how can you say ‘Allah®®" came and went’, he would reply it is
from a book!” As stated above, some narrations have been muddled-up and should be
discarded. It is therefore, our responsibility to avoid those aspects which contradict well-
established rules of the Quran and Ahadith. If we let this ‘pass’ unchecked, it will surely
mislead our young ones as they listen and attend to these ‘reasoned’ speakers who have
very powerful communication skills (fun-e-Khitabat) through years of experience of reciting
to the public.

For example, false statements were even ascribed to some close companions of
Masomeen®"*:

! God Forbid
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‘I wrote to Abu Al-Hassan asking him about what Hisham Bin Al-Hakam? said
regarding the body, and Hisham Bin Salim (said) regarding the Image. So he*"* wrote:
‘Leave from yourself the confusion of the confused ones and seek Refuge with Allah®*" from
the Satan. The words are not what the two Hishams have spoken’.?

Also some time, the words of Ahadith were tempered with, for example:
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Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Imran Ad-Daggag - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Harun al-Sufi quoted on the authority of Ubaydillah ibn Musa ibn Ayyoub Ar-Ro’yani, on the
authority of Abdul Azeem ibn Abdullah Al-Hassani - may God be pleased with him - on the authority of Ibrahim
ibn Abi Mahmood, that

He (the narrator) had asked (Imam) Al-Reza®*"*, ‘O son of Rasool Allah****! What is your®"*
opinion about the tradition which the people narrate about Rasool Allah***" having said that
the Blessed the Sublime Allah®®" Descends from the heavens to this world every Friday
night?”

The Imam®™** replied, “May_Allah®® Damn those who ‘rearrange’ the words of the

traditions. By Allah®™, Rasool Allah®®"* has not said this. However, Rasool Allah*®*" said, ‘In
fact, the Allah®" will Send down an angel® from the Heavens to this world on the last third

part of every night, and from the beginning of every Thursday night.

By Allah®*""s order, the angel® will call out, ‘Are there any callers whose wants 1**’ shall

azwj

Fulfil? Are there any repentant(s) whose repentance I°*" shall Accept? Are there any people

asking for forgiveness to be granted? O the ones seeking the good! Come this way. O the

2 . th
A famous companion of 6 and 7" Imam®**,

3 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah®)) CH 11 H 5
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ones seeking evil! Step back!” This angel® will keep on calling out until dawn. It will return to
its own location in the heavens at dawn. | have heard this tradition from my father®"*, who
narrated it on the authority of my grandfather®", on the authority of his forefathers®*"*, on
hsaww.4

the authority of Rasool Alla

Also Masomeen®"* have forbidden us to speak about the ‘Self’ of Allah®*, for example:
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‘Abu Abdullah®" said: ‘You can speak regarding the creation of Allah®™ but do not speak
regarding Allah®™", for the speech regarding Allah®™" does not increase its owner except
with the confusion’.
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And in another report, from Hareyz, ‘(He™"" said): ‘You can speak regarding everything, but

do not be speaking regarding “J) =1¥ the Essence (Self) of Allah®* >
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‘Abu Abdullah®™"* said: ‘Allah®" Mighty and Majestic is Saying: And surely to your Lord is
the ending (53:42), so when the speech (discussion) ends up to Allah®" (His™" Essence), so
hold (stop there and refrain from further comments)’.6
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‘I wrote to Abu Al-Hassan™"" asking him™"" about the body and the image. So he™"" wrote:
‘Glorious is the One®*", there being nothing like Him*", neither a body nor an image’.
L s 1N e o g Ae2ag

* UYUN AKHBAR AL-REZA, Vol. 1, Ch. 11, H. 2. A
> Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah™) CH8H 1
® Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah®*")) CH 8 H 2
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And it is reported by Muhammad Bin Abdu Abdullah, except that he did not name the

man’.’

Further Ahadith on not discussing the ‘Self’ of Allah®** are given in Appendix II.

Introduction:
Allah® can only be exemplifies as His Self*™ and one cannot say that AIIahaZWj comes or
goes as if Allah®*" is in the Skies or on earth or at a specific place but Allah®*" Encompasses

everything without being within or part of it. Allah®" Says in the Holy Quran Allah®™":

‘U 953\ J= G 4,5\ A @25’ and We are nearer to him than his jugular vein (50:16),

L5 B8 Lo osbe it \S\j And when My servants ask you about Me, (tell them) | am near
(2:186), 5 ,xJ\ g; 0% « then He Established upon the Throne (32:4 and 57:4),

Amir-ul-Momineen®"* says, whatever you perceive of Him**" (it) will only be your own

creation and something other than Him®™"8_ 1t will be like worshiping an idol, if one creates
an image of Allah® as some of the Muslim sects do. Similarly, establishing images of
Masomeen®"* will also be our own creation and certainly not them®"*, as them being ‘Al-
Noor’ of Allah®™¥, encompassing the universe. Therefore, we have categorically been asked
to refrain from discussing about Him®* as ‘Self’ or His Divine entities™"*, see for example
some traditions:
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Mohammed ibn al-Hassan has narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad, who from Hamza ibn Mohammed who said the
following:

‘One | wrote to Imam Abu al-Hassan®"* (Al-Thalith, the_3rd) asking about the body and form
(of Allah). Imam™®"* wrote in reply, ‘Glorious is He**", similar to Whom there is nothing.
He®" neither has a body nor any form.”
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7 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah®)) CH 11 H 2
8 Nahjul Balagha, Sermon 1, Creation of Earth and Sky and the birth of Adam
10: - 1: 7 o?
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Mohammed ibn al-Hassan has narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad, who from al-Hassan ibn Mahbub, who from Ali ibn
Riab, who from Abu Basir, who has narrated from:

Imam Jafar-e-Sadig®™"* who said: ‘Speak about the creation of Allah®® but do not speak

about Allah®®'s Self. Speaking about Allah®™"’s Self does not add anything to one’s
knowledge but instead (adds) further confusion.” In another Hadith from Hariz it reads,
speak about everything but do not speak about Allah’s Self.*
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed ibn Khalid, who from Mohammed ibn Abd

al-Hamid, who from al-Ala’ ibn Razin, who from Mohammed ibn Muslim, who from:

aAsws

Imam Abu Jafar®™™, who said the following: ‘Beware of thinking about Allah®"s Self. If you
like to think about the greatness of Allah®", think about His great wonderful creations.’
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Amir-ul-Momineen®"* says: ‘(One) is blessed with ‘Agl’** to submit himself but not try to

unfold the mysteries of ‘Rabubiya’ (Self of Allah®™*).*2
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Ibn Babuwayh said it was narrated to me by Muhammad Bin Ibrahim Bin Ahmad Bin Yunus Al Ma’azy who
heard it from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Sa’eed Al Kufi, who heard it from Ali Bin Al Husayn Bin Ali Bin Fazaal,
who from his father who said:

| asked Al-Reza®"* about the Words of AIIahaZWj:_ “And your Lord comes and (also) the angels
in ranks” (89:22). He™" said: ‘Surely Allah®*" cannot be described through ‘coming and
going’, High is He™ from the transfer (movement), it means by that, the Order (Amr®*)t

of your Lord®* and the Angels in ranks’.**
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azwj asws

A quality through which, Allah
e.g., see Al-Kafi, vol. 1, pg. 10.

2 Bahrul Moarif, Nahjul Israr, vol.2, pg. 380.
 Masomeen®™" are the ‘Amr Allah’

! Tafseer Al Burhan — H 11607

and His Divine Representatives and their commands are recognised,
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‘From Amir-Al-Momineen®"*: ‘And as for His***! Words: And your Lord would come, and the
Angel(s) would be rows (and) rows [89:22], and His®*"! Words: Are they only waiting that
the Angels should come to them, or your Lord should come, or some of the Signs of your
Lord should come? [6:158], so that is all true. And there is no physical (body) for Him®*, like
the physical (body) of His®®" creatures. And He®™" is the Lord™" of everything. The
interpretation (Taweel) of the Book of Allah®®"! Mighty and Majestic is upon other than its
Revelation (Tanzeel). And the interpretation does not resemble the speech of the human
beings, nor does it resemble the actions of the human beings.
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And 1" shall be giving you examples that would suffice for you, if Allah®*" so Desires. And it
is the Narration of Allah®™" Mighty and Majestic, from Ibrahim® where he® said: 1 am going
to my Lord. He would be Guiding me’ [37:99]. So his® going to his®* Lord®™" is his®® turning
his® attention towards Him®*", and worshipping Him***, and his® striving. Indeed, do you
see its explanation (Taweel) is other than its Revelation (Tanzeel)?’
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And Said: Sent down for you eight pairs of the cattle, and Said: and We Sent down the iron,
wherein is severe violence [57:25], so the ‘Sending down’, is its creation’.
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And similar to that are His (s.w.t.) Words: ‘If there was a son for the Beneficent, then |

would be the first of the worshippers’ [43:81] — i.e. the one to fight against it. The

explanation regarding these Words, its esoteric is contrary to its apparent’.”
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(An extract) Then he*®™" (Rasool-Allah®***") said: ‘O Abdullah (an idol worshiper)! As for your

saying: ‘Or if you™"" were to see Allah™ and a group of the Angels to come face to face
with us’, and this is impossible to occur!

> Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn—Ch 89 H 21
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Our Lord®™ the Almighty, is not like the creatures that, He®™"*, would ‘come and go’, and
move and come face to face with something or someone. What you have asked for is
unattainable, and that which you have claimed are from the weak and deficient attributes of
your idols who can neither hear nor see or know anything nor grant you anything, or to any
one of you.™
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"* about the Words of Allah™ Mighty and Majestic [20:5] The
Beneficent is Established upon the Throne, so he®™"* said: ‘Established in everything. So
there is nothing nearer to Him®* than a thing, nor is anything distant from Him®* nor is
there anything nearer to Him*". He® is Established in everything’ (without being part of
it, see the next Hadith)."’
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The one who claims that Allah®™" is from something, or in
something, or upon something, so ‘s 4& ' (which is nothing else but blasphemy)’. | said,

asws llasws azwj
’

mean by ‘the imagining’ something for Him

azwj,

‘Explain it for me’. He said: or

Grasping Him*™, or something preceding Him
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And in another report, he®"* said: ‘The one who thinks that Allah®*" is from something, so
he Made Him*" out to be something new. And the one who thinks that He®" is inside
something, so he has made Him®™" to be fortified (walled). And the one who thinks that
He*™" is upon something, so he has Made Him** to be carried’.’®

-aSWs

1® Tafseer Imam Hassan Al Askari®"* — S 314 (Extract)
Y7799 :1 A
.9/99 :1 50
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Never Use the ‘Attributes’ of Allah®*" for Ascribing ‘Coming and
Going’
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asws asws

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far™"™, said, ‘We were eighty men in his™"" presence, so
we mentioned ‘Ramazan”. So he®*"* said: ‘Do not be saying, ‘This is Ramazan’, nor ‘Ramazan
is gone’, nor ‘Ramazan has come’, for ‘Ramazan’ is a Name from the Names of Allah®"
Mighty and Majestic.

‘It neither comes nor does ‘It’ go. But rather it is ‘a transient (thing)’ which comes and goes.
But, you should be saying, ‘Month of Ramazan’, for the ‘Month’ is an adverb to the Name,
and the Name is a Name of Allah®™, Mighty is His®" Mention, and it is the Month in which
the Quran was Revealed, Made to be an example and a Festival’.*

% Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Fasts Ch 4 H 2
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Appendix I: An Example -Narrator Misquoting Hadith:
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‘From Abu Abd Allah®™"* having said: ‘While Rasool-Allah®**"" was in the house of Fatima®"*,
and Al Husayn®"* was in his**"" lap, when he®™"* wept and fell down in Sajdah, then he®®""
said: ‘O Fatima®"*! O Daughter®™"* of Muhammad**""! The most Exalted appeared to me
in this house of yours, in this time of mine, in an excellent image, and most beautiful body
and Said to me*®"": “O Muhammad***"'! Do you*"" love Al-Husayn®*"*?”

Saww

& om b sl g (218 58 g B8 5 s 35 en b

Saww Saww

So I’ said: ‘Yes. He®™"" is a delight of my**"" eyes, and my
heart, and the skin of what is in front of my***" eyes’.

aroma, and fruit of my
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He® Said: “O Muhammad®*"*1”, and Placed His®*" Hand upon the head of Al Husayn®"* of
Blessing of his®*"* birth, “Upon him®"* is My**, and My*** Salawat, and My***! Mercy, and
My** Pleasure! And My™ Curse, and My Wrath, and My**"! Punishment, and My®*"
Disgrace, and My*™ exemplary Punishment would be upon the one who kills him®*"*, and is
hostile to him*"*, and grieves him*"*, and dismisses him*"*. But, he®*"* is the chief of the
martyrs, from the former ones and the latter ones, in the world and the Hereafter’ — and
mentioned the Hadeeth.?

%% Kamil Al-Ziyarat, Ch. 21, H. 1., 67 : > <l bis”

Page 11 of 17




‘Allah®™" Neither comes nor goes www.hubeali.com

Appendix II: Additional Ahadith - Forbidding talking
about ‘Self’ of Allah™":

N
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‘I hear Abu Abdullah®™"* saying: ‘The one who inquires about Allah®", how He®™" is (His™"!
Qualitative State), would be destroyed’.”
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"* having said: ‘Beware of the pondering regarding
Allah®™. But whenever you intend to look into His**" Magnificence, so look into the
Magnificence of His®*" creation’.?

Allah®*™ cannot be described by His**" creation:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®*"* having said: ‘A Jew call Sibakht came over to
Rasool-Allah®**"" and he said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®*""! | came over to ask you*"" about your*""
Lord®". So if you*™"" were to answer me about what | am asking about (fine), or else | will

return’. He*®"" said: ‘Ask about whatever you so desire to’.
5 Sl ol 5 5 0650 5 5 0l 98 i 859850 56 0 4 0
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2L Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of AIIahaZWJ:) CH8HS
22 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah®*’) CH 8 H 7
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He said, ‘Where is your®®"" Lord®"'?” He®*" is in every place, and He**" is not enclosed into a

thing from the limited place’. He said, ‘And how is He*™?’ He®™"" said: ‘And how can I
describe my*®"" Lo.rdaZWJ with the ‘how’, and the ‘how’ is a creation, and Allah®*" cannot be
described by His**" creation’.
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He said, ‘So from where did you®™"" come to know that you™"" are a Prophet™" of

W5 tree, nor

Saww -

Allah®"1?” He (the narrator) said, ‘So there did not remain around him
anything other than that, except that it spoke in clear Arabic language, ‘O Sibakht! He
Rasool-Allah®**""I’
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So Sibakht said, ‘I have not seen like toda_y, a matter more clear than this’. Then'he said, ‘|
testify that there is no god except Allah®®" and you®™"" are a Rasool®™"" of Allah®"".?
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‘| asked Abu Ja’far®™" about something from the characteristics (of Allah®™". So he®"* raised
his®*** hand towards the sky, then said: ‘Exalted is the Compeller! Exalted is the Compeller!
The one who practices (something) else, is destroyed'.24
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‘I was present with Abu Ja’far™ and a man from the Kharijites came over to him and
said to him, ‘O Abu Ja’far®*"*! Which thing do you™"s worship?’ He®"* said: ‘Allah®™" the
Exalted’. He said, ‘Have you™"* seen Him**/?’ He®"* said: ‘But, the eyes cannot see Him*"
with the visualizing of the visions, but the hearts seen Him*"! by the realities of the Eman.
He*™ cannot be recognised by the analogies, nor can He®" be realised by the sensory
perceptions, nor can He®™ be resembled with the people. He®® is Described in the Verses

2 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of AIIahaZWJ:) CH8HO
2% Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah®*’) CH 8 H 10
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(of the Quran), recognised by the Signs. He®™ is not tyrannous in His** Judgments. That is

Allah®. There is no god except Him®*"".
ey e s g 0ok 58 5 el 3 0

He (the narrator) said, ‘So the man went out and he was saying, ‘[6:124] Allah best knows
where He Places His Message’.”
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘A Rabbi came over to Amir Al-
Momineen®"* and he said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"! Do you®™"* see your®"* Lord®* when
you™*s worship Him*"1?” So he®"* said: ‘Woe be unto you! I*** have never worshipped a
Lord® 1% do not see’. He said, ‘And how do you™"* see Him*™"¥?’ He®"* said: ‘Woe be
unto you! The eyes cannot envisage Him®" in the viewing of the sights. But, the hearts see

Him®*" by the realities of the Eman’.*®
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‘| said to Abu Ja’far®®"*, (What about the Verse) [6:103] Visions cannot comprehend Him,
and He Comprehends (all) visions?’. So he®"* said: ‘O Abu Hashim! Imaginations of the
hearts are more sharper than the visions of the eyes. You have realised by your
imaginations, Al-Sind, and Al-Hind, and the countries which you have not entered into nor
seen with your vision, and the imaginations of the heart cannot comprehend Him®™¥, so

how could the visions of the eyes?’?’

% Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of AIIahaZWJ:) CH9HS5
%6 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah™) CH9H 6
% Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah®*) CH 9 H 11
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Forbiddance from (describing Allah®") with the body and the
image
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‘I described to Abu Ibrahim®"* (7" Imam®"*), the words of Hisham Bin Salim Al-Jawaliqy,
and related to him®"* the word of Hisham Bin Al-Hakam that He®* is a body’. So he®"* said:
‘Allah®® the Exalted cannot be resembled by anything. What can be a greater obscenity or
betrayal than the words of the one who describes the Creator of the things as being with a
body, or an image, or by a creature, or a limitation, or body parts? Exalted is Allah®™" from

that, Loftier, Greater’.”®

28 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah®) CH 11 H 4
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Appendix Ill: Some Holy Verses on Nearness and
Remoteness of Allah®":
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And We Created the human being, and We know what his mind suggests to his self, and
We are nearer to him than his jugular vein [50:16]
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‘Abu Haneefa came over to Abu Abdullah®"* and said to him*"*, ‘I saw your®™"* son®"*

Musa®"* praying Salat and the people were passing by in front of him*"*, and he®**"* did not
prevent them, and (the reason) in it what is in it?’
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So Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘Call Musa®"* for me*"*!” So he®"* was called, and he*"* said to
him*"*: ‘O my**"™ son®*"*! Abu Haneefa mentions that you®™"* were praying Salat and the
people were passing by in front of you®™"*, and you®"* did not forbid them’.
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So he®™"* said: ‘Yes, O father®™"*! The One Whom I*"* was praying Salat to was closer to
asws

me®"* than them. Allah™" Mighty and Majestic is Saying: and We are nearer to him than
his jugular vein [50:16] . So Abu Abdullah®"* embraced him*** to himself*"*, then said: ‘O

my®"* son®*"*I By my®"* father®"* and my®*"* mother®"*, O the mine of the secrets!’
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And this is an education from him®™, not that he™"" neglected the merit.?®
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# Al Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH 14 H 4
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And when My servants ask you about Me, | am near; | Answer the supplication of the
suppliant when he supplicates to Me; so let them answer to Me and let them believe in
me, perhaps they would be rightly Guided [2:186]

w*“ulf ‘F(‘L&i

i

RRE bog G &,@y\j oyl Gls L;m Al
{32:4} %fm >u\ C““ Yﬁ d} G 493 O vﬁ

Allah is the One Who Created the skies and the earth and whatever is between the two in
six days, then He Established upon the Throne. There is neither for you a Guardian nor an
intercessor from besides Him, so will you not take heed? [32:4]
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He is the One Who Created the skies and the earth in six days, then He Established upon
the Throne. He Knows what penetrates into the earth and what comes out from it, and
what descends from the sky and what ascends into it, and He is with you wherever you
may be; and Allah Sees what you are doing [57:4]
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Do you not see that Allah Knows whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth?
There does not happen to be a secret counsel of three, except He is their fourth one, nor of
five except He is their sixth one, nor less than that nor more except He is with them,
wherever they may happen to be. Then He would Inform them on the Day of Judgment of
what they had been doing. Surely, Allah is a Knower of all things [58:7]
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