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The Merits of Shaban

A S eds Olwd g8 e 4 oShinb Lo e Gllal) ) b ot Mol 1Ty ale B Loy ) Jsey JUib
& Dl L 1salal Olas 32 (3 ¥ SOle) Jlesly J1s¥1 oy pl ) gl v g bl Uy (Ol 36
sVl g wi OF 18 Ll

The Messenger of Allah®*"" said: 'Say Praise be to Allah®" the Lord*" of the
worlds Who has elevated your status for the sake of the piousness of the
month of Shaban. This was the first night of Shaban, and the sacred month
had passed, and the lights were due to the deeds of your brothers which they
did in the beginning of Shaban, which were Granted to them before they even
performed these deeds'.!

! Kamil ul Ziyarat
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They said: 'O Messenger of Allah®**"™! What are those deeds, so that we can
also do them?' The Messenger of Allah®®"" said: 'As for Qays Bin Aasim Al-
Munkari, he enjoined the good in the first of Shaban, and forbade the evil, and
guided them towards the good, and that is why the light was Given to him
when reciting the Quran.
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As for Qatada Bin Al-Nu'man, he paid off his debts during the day, at the
beginning of Shaban, and that is why Allah®*" Gave him the light on that day.?
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Then the Messenger of Allah®®"" said: 'O servants of Allah®*"! How many of
you will be happy by the month of Shaban in that, and how many will be
miserable over there. Shall I**" give you the news by the example of
Muhammad®>*"" and his*®"" Progeny®*">?"
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He*"* said: 'Muhammad®*"", is the service of Allah®", is like the month of
Ramadhan in the months, and the Progeny®"* of Muhammad®*"" in the
service of Allah®" is like the month of Shaban in the months. And Ali**"® Bin
Abu Talib®"® in the Progeny®"* of Muhammad®**"", is like the superiority of
the days to the nights of Shaban, and he®"* is the night of the middle of it and
its day. And the rest of the believers in the Progeny®*"* of Muhammad®*"" are
like the month of Rajab compared to the month of Shaban. For them are
ranks and level with Allah®" in accordance with their obedience to Allah®" as
they get closer to the Progeny®"* of Muhammad®*"".
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2 Tafseer Imam Hassan Al-Askari

3 out of 15




The Amal of the Months www.hubeali.com

asws d saww

'Shall 1®*"" inform you of a man, from the Progeny of Muhamma
whom Allah®" has Made to be like the initial days of Rajab compared to the
initial days of Shaban? They said: 'Yes, O Messenger of Allah®*"'I' Hg®*"W
said: 'He is such a man whose death will shake the Throne of the Beneficent,
and upon whose arrival the Angels will be happy, and they will serve him on
the Plains of the Day of Judgment and in the Paradise whose number is a
thousand times more than the people of this world from the beginning of its
time to its end. And, Allah®" will not Let him die in this world until he and his
companions and his brothers in Islam, who magnify the Progeny®"* of
Muhammad®>*"", become satisfied from dealing with his enemies'.
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They said: 'And who is that O Messenger of Allah®®""?' He**"" said: 'This is
the one who is coming towards you in an angry state. Ask him about his
anger, for his anger will be for the progeny®*"* of Muhammad®*"", especially
Ali**" Bin Abu Talib®"*'. The people turned their heads to look around, with
wide open eyes, and looked. The first one to come towards them was Sa'd
Bin Muaz, and he was angry. He came over and when the Messenger of
Allah®*"™ saw him, he®®"" said to him: 'O Sa'd! Allah®*" was Infuriated when
you got very angry, what has made you angry? Narrate what you said in your
anger, and I**" will narrate to you what the Angels said about the one whom
you spoke to, and what the Angels said to Allah®" the Almighty, and what
Allah®" Answered them?'.?

Ammal (worship) for the Eve of the15™ of Shaban:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Whenever it is from
the middle (15™) of Shabaan, so pray four Rak’at of Salat (two Rak’at and two

Rak’at), reciting in each Rak’at Al-Hamd (Chapter 1) and ‘3> Al 3 Js’ (Sura)

Say He Allah is One (Chapter 112) one hundred (100) times, So when you
are free, say,

asws

3 Tafseer-e-Imam Hassan Askari
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‘O Allah®"! | am needy to You®", and | seek Refuge with You®", and fearful
from You®", and Sanctuary with You®". Lord®"! Do not Change my name.
Lord®"! Do not Change my body. Lord®"l Do not Overload my afflictions. |
seek Refuge with Your® Pardon; and | seek Refuge with Your®®" Pleasure
from Your™ Wrath; and | seek Refuge with Your®*" Mercy from Your®*"
Punishment; and | seek Refuge with You®" from You®*". Masjestic is Your
Praise. You®" are just as You®™" Praised Yourself*®¥, and above what the
speakers are saying’.’
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Ziyarah of Imam Hussain®"*° on the 15" of Shaban:
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Imam Sadiq®"® said: On fifteenth Shaban, an announcer announces from the

highest horizon: O visitors of Imam Husain (a.s.), return forgiven and your
rewards will be given by Allah, your Lord and by Muhammad, your Prophet.”
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Imam Sajjad®*"* said: One who would like a hundred and twenty four

thousand prophets to shake hands with him, should perform the Ziyarat of the
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Imam Husain®"* on fifteenth Shaban; because the souls of the Prophets®
including the five Ulul Azm messengers®, ask permission from Allah®" for his
Ziyarat and they will be granted it.

We asked, “Who are the five Ulul Azm (Prophets®)?” Imam®"* replied,
“Nuh®, Ibrahim®, Musa®, 1sa® and Muhammad®**"'.” We asked, “What does
Ulul Azm mean?” Imam®*® replied, “Prophets sent to all jinns and mankind.”
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Imam Sadiq®"®

performs the Ziyarat of Imam Husain
“May | be sacrificed on you, what are the three eves?” Imam
of Eidul fitr, eve of Eidul Adha and eve of fifteenth Shaban.””

said: Allah will forgive all the past and future sins of one who
8% on one of the three eves. | asked,
8% replied, “Eve
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Imam Sadig™™ said: Allah will appoint two angels on one who spends the eve
of fifteenth Shaban in Kerbala and who do the following:

Recite Surah Tauhid a thousand times, seek forgiveness from Allah a
thousand times, praise Allah a thousand times and then perform four Rakats
prayer reciting Ayatul Kursi a thousand times in each Rakat after Surah
Hamd. The two angels will protect him from any harm and from all the evil of
every Shaitan and every ruler. They will only record their good deeds and no
sin will be recorded for him. The two angels will continuously seek forgiveness
for him as long as they are with them.®
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Imam Sadig™"™ said: O Yunus, Allah will forgive all past and future sins of the
believer who performs the Ziyarat of Imam Husain®"* on the eve of fifteenth
Shaban and he will be told, “Continue with good deeds.” | said, “All of this will
be for one who performs the Ziyarat of Imam Husain®*"* on fifteenth Shaban?”
Imam®*® replied, “O Yunus, if | tell people about that which will be given to
one who performs the Ziyarat of Imam Husain®"* on this night, they would
travel rigling on a piece of wood placed on the back of saddleless camels to go
to him.”
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Appendix: Virtues of the month of Shaban
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Then the Messenger of Allah®*"" said: 'Or Shall I°®"" not narrate to you the
defeat suffered by Iblees™ and his® helpers and his armies, which is more
than what occurred with these enemies of yours?' They said: 'Yes, O
Messenger of Allah®*"™I'" The Messenger of Allah®*"" said: 'By the One
Who®" Sent me®™ as a true Prophet®®"", Iblees was the first one to send
his® armies, on the first day of Shaban, to the countries of the earth covering
all its boundaries, saying to them: 'Strive to attract some of the servants of
Allah®" towards you in this day’. And Allah®" Sends the Angels to the
countries of the earth and covering all of it, Saying to them: 'Enclose My**"
servants and guide them. All of them will become happy by you except for the
one who denies, and rebels and transgresses, for he will end up in the party
of Iblees™ and his™ army'.
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When it is the first day of Shaban, Allah®" the Almighty Orders the doors of
Paradise to be opened, and Orders the Blessed Tree (Tooba) to extend its
branches towards this world. Then He*" Orders the doors of the Fire to be
opened, and Orders the Tree of Zagoom to lower its branches towards this
world. Then the caller of our Lord®*" the Almighty calls out: 'O servants of
Allah®" These are the branches of the Tree of Tooba, attach yourselves to
them, these will elevate you to the Paradise. And, these are the branches of
the Tree of Zaggoom, beware of this, for they will take you to the Abyss'. The
Messenger of Allah®*"" said: 'By the One Who®*" Sent me**"' as a true
Prophet®*"", the one who engages in goodliness and righteousness in this
day, will have attached himself to a branch from the branches of the Tree of
Tooba, which will lead him to Paradise. And, the one who takes himself to the
door of evil in this day, will be attached to a branch from the branches of the
Tree of Zaggqoom, which will lead him to the Fire'.
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Then the Messenger of Allah®®"" said: 'If anyone is obedient to Allah®" by
Praying in this day, he has attached himself to a branch from it. And one who
Fasts in this day, has attached him to a branch from it. And the one, who
pardons an injustice, has attached him to a branch from it. And the one, who
makes reconciliation between a man and his wife, or a father and his son, or
two relatives, or two strangers, has attached him to a branch from it.

And the one, who lightens the debt of a needy or eliminates it, has attached
himself to a branch from it. And the one who looks at his own accounts and
sees an old debt obligation from which the creditors have despaired, and pays
it off, has attached him to a branch from it.

And the one, who takes the responsibility of an orphan, has attached him to a
branch from it. And the one, who keeps a fool from insulting a believer, has
attached him to a branch from it. And the one, who recites the Quran or
anything from it, has attached him to a branch from it. And the one who sits in
the remembrance of Allah®" and His®*" Bounties and Thanks Him*", has
attached him to a branch from it. And the one, who consoles the sick, has
attached him to a branch from it.

And the one, who attends a funeral, has attached him to a branch from it. And
the one looks after the injured, has attached him to a branch from it. And the
one, who is good to his parents or any one of them in this day, has attached
him to a branch from it. And the one, who has annoyed them before this day
and makes them to be pleased with him in this day, has attached him to a
branch from it. And similarly, the one who does anything from the doors of
goodness in this day, has attached himself to a branch from it'.
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Then the Messenger of Allah®®"" said: 'By the One Who®™" Sent me as a true
Prophet®®"", the one who engages in anything from the doors of evil and
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disobedience in this day, has attached himself to a branch from the branches
of the Tree of Zaggoom, which will take him to the Fire'.
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Then the Messenger of Allah®**"" said: 'By the One Who®*" has Sent me**""
as a true Prophet®™®"", the one who is deficient in his obligatory Prayers and
wastes them, has attached himself to a branch from it. And the one who has
not observed the obligatory Fasts, neglects them and wastes them, has
attached himself to a branch from it. And the one to whom a needy and weak
person comes and makes his bad condition known to him, and he is able to
change his condition without hurting himself, and there is no other person
over there who can stand up for him, he avoids him and lets him get
destroyed, and does not hold his hand, has attached himself to a branch from
it.

And the one to whom a person, who has wronged him, presents his excuses,
and he does not accept them, and decides to punish him more than what
would be according to mistakes, has attached himself to a branch from it. And
the one, who strikes difference between a man and his wife, or a father and
his son, or a brother and his brother, or a relative and his relative, or two
neighbours, or two friends, or two strangers, has attached him to a branch
from it.
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And the one who is harsh on the one having restricted means, and he is
aware of his difficult circumstances, increased his anger on him, has attached
himself to a branch from it. And the one who had a debt obligation, and tries
to be deficient with it to its owner, and fights him until invalidates it, has
attached himself to a branch from it.

And the one, who is unjust to an orphan and hurts him and usurps his wealth,
has attached him to a branch from it. And the one, who wishes to disgrace the
honour of a believing brother and mocks him in front of people, has attached
him to a branch from it. And the one, who sings the prohibited singing and
insists on disobedience, has attached him to a branch from it.
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And the one, who sits in a number of ugly deeds in the wars, and types of
injustices to the servants of Allah®" and is still proud of it, has attached
himself to a branch from it. And the one, whose neighbour is sick and avoids
visiting him and considers it to be unimportant, has attached him to a branch

from it. And the one who’s neighbour dies, and he avoids attending his funeral
considering it to be unimportant, has attached himself to a branch from it.

And the one who turns away from an afflicted person and belittles him, has
attached himself to a branch from it. And the one who has been disowned by
his parents or any one of them has attached himself to a branch from it. And
the one, who had been disowned by them, and does not get them to be
pleased by him in this day, and he has the ability win them back, has attached
him to a branch from it. And similarly, the one who does anything from the rest
of the doors of evil has attached him to a branch from it.
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By the One Who®*" Sent me**"" as a true Prophet®**"", as for those who have
attached themselves to the branches of the Tree of Tooba, these branches
will elevate them to the Paradise. And as for those who have attached
themselves to the Tree of Zaggoom, these branches will lower them into the
Abyss.

(AN Qb i ¢ iy o famy (ke slond) (L il (aTy e B Loy ) S o8y 4
- sk it el W s L e o oy 1B ol e T E ey oy e
Olash o Caman Lo 3l (o pginy iy Lo 3l e e s i) () s Cailaddl 39 - LB
dedle el 4 anis b Bladl ale ala B )1 o 1) Y gly colellll e dlsl (e Jo
BLadl o ol 5o ool Al (s AL (g Ul (2 V) ) ol ¢ ool oS SIS
e Olasly ol man Lo Gl e i oy omais Bl e e iy ) ) L e 288
LB Jiwl ) e oag (Ll ey 1l 1B GBUL J2n 5V 3l ol o bl

iy e U
Then the Messenger of Allah®**"" raised his®®"" head to look towards the sky,

and he**"" smiled and was happy. Then he**"" lowered his***" head towards
the ground, and he®**" was sad and grimaced. Then he®®"" turned towards
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his®®"" companions and said: 'By the One Who*" Sent Muhammad®*"" as a
true Prophet™®", I¥®" have seen the Tree of Tooba raising its branches,
elevating those attached to them to the Paradise, and I1¥®"" have seen from
them one who had attached himself to one branch, and one who had attached
himself to two branches or more, according to his inclusion in obedient deeds.
And, 1" saw Zayd Bin Harisa attached to the generality of its branches
which elevated him to the highest elevations, and that is why 1°**" smiled and
showed signs of happiness.

Then I°*"" looked towards the earth. By the One Who®*" Sent me**"" as a
true Prophet®"", I®*" saw the Tree of Zaggoom lowering its branches and
those that were attached to these down into the Abyss. And, I**" from among
them one who had attached himself to one branch, and 1°*"" from among
them one who had attached himself to two branches or more, according to his
inclusion in ugly deeds. And, I®*"" saw some hypocrites attached to the
generality of its branches, and these were lowering them to the lowest levels,
that is why 15" frowned'.
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Imam Hassan Al-Askari®*"® said: 'Then the Messenger of Allah®*""' gazed
towards the sky, and he**"" smiled and was happy, and then he**"" looked
down towards the earth and he®**"" frowned and was sad. Then he**" turned
towards his*®"" companions and said: 'O servants of Allah®*"! Had you seen
what your Prophet Muhammad®*"" has seen, you would keep yourselves
thirsty for Allah®" during the day and keep your stomachs in hunger for
Him®*", and would not have slept during the nights for Him*", and would
have established your footsteps and bodies for Him**" and would have given
charity from your wealth and would have sacrificed your souls for Holy Wars'.
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They said: 'And what was it that you saw, O Messenger of Alla , may
our fathers, and mothers, and sons, and daughters, and families, and relatives
be sacrificed for you®*"?' The Messenger of Allah®*"" said: 'By the One
Who*" has Sent me**"" as a true Prophet®"", I*®" saw the branches from
the Tree of Tooba returned to the Paradise. A Caller of our Lord*" the
Almighty called out to the Treasurers of Paradise: 'O My*" Angels! Look at all
those who are attached to a branch from the branches of Tooba in this day.
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Look to the maximum shadow cast by that branch; give him from all the area
around it, palaces and houses and Bounties'.
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They give them that, and some among them will be given an area of the travel
distance of a thousand years in every direction, and for some it will be given
even more, three times as much, four times as much, and more than that in
accordance with their beliefs, and majesty of their deeds. And I*** have seen
your companions, Zayd Bin Harisa being allocated a thousand times more
than all of them put together, in accordance of his preference to them in the
strength of his beliefs and the majesty of his deeds, that is why 1°*"" laughed
and was happy'.
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'‘And I°*"™ have seen those branches from the Tree of Zagoom lowered into
Hell. A call from our Lord®*" called out to its Keepers: 'O My**"" Angels! Look
at the ones who are attached to a branch from the branches of the Tree of
Zaqoom in this day. Look at the area covered by the shade of that branch in
all directions, and give them accordingly a seat in the Fire, like the palaces of
Fires, and deep ditches, and snakes, and scorpions, and chains and
shackles, and prisons to punish them with. Among them will be those who will
be given an area the travel distance of a year, or two years, or a hundred
years, or more in accordance with the weakness of their faith and evil of their
deeds. And | have seen some hypocrites being allocated more than all of
them put together in accordance with his increased infidelity and his mischief.
That is why 1" frowned and was sad'.
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Then the Messenger of Allah®*"" looked towards the boundaries of the earth
and its places. Sometimes he**" wondered and sometimes he**"" was
worried. Then he**"" turned towards his**""' companions and said: 'Blessed

are the obedient, how they have been Honoured by Allah®" by His**"! Angels.

And, woe be unto the mischief makers, how they have been abandoned by
Allah®", and have been left to their Satans. By the One Who®*" has sent
me*®™" as a true Prophet®™®", I®®™ saw those that were attached to the

branches of the Tree of Tooba, how the Satans plot to attack them.

Allah®" Sends to them Angels who kill them and make them fall off and
dispel them. A caller of our Lord®" calls out to them: 'O My**" Angels! Look
at all the kingdoms of the earth covering all of it's corners, to the area covered
by the breeze of these branches and kill the Satans and cast them away from
that believer'. The Angel goes and helps him against the Satan and wards him
away from him.
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'‘But, magnify this day of Shaban after having magnified Shaban. How many
will be happy in this? And how many will be wretched? Be among the happy
ones during this, and do not be among the wretched'.
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The Words of the Almighty "and call in to witness from among your men
two witnesses" VERSE 282
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The Commander of the Faithful®*"® said: "among your men two witnesses"

from the free Muslims — the just ones -.

He®*"* said: 'Call them to witness, and secure your religion and your wealth by
them, and utilise the Method of Allah®" and His*" Testament, for in these
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are benefits and blessings, and do not oppose these both, for youl\évill end up

in destruction and disappointment, which will not benefit you at all

10 Tafseer-e-Imam Hassan Askar
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