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In the Name of Allah?#" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah?** Lord®"i of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our
Chief Muhammad**"" and his*** Purified Progeny®**, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Aql (J2%7) - The Light of Soul

Summary:

Agl is usually translated as ‘intellect’ but it has far deeper meanings, as we will learn
from the Ahadith below, Ag/ is the light of the soul through which God is recognised,
deeds are glorified and accepted. The (possessor of) the Agl is the one who is not
diverted from thanking Allah-?" after obtaining the permissible provisions and observes
patience/abstinence from the non-permissible means. The strength of one’s Aql is
reflected through one’s ability to overcome (lustful desires) when alone. Its opposite is
the Jahl (darkness) which engages one to confine to the worldly attractions and its gains
and blinds one from the eternal bounties of the Hereafter.

Ahadith on Aql:
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And a Christian man from the people of Najran arrived at Al-Medina, and there was
explanation in him, and there was dignity for him and awe. It was said, ‘O Rasool-
Allahs®W What is ‘J2&V (Al-Aql) the Aqgl (esoteric wisdom) of this Christian?’
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HesaWW rebuked the speaker and said: ‘Shh! The intellectual is one who professes
Oneness of Allah®¥ and works in His®*"l obedience”.!
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Bihar Al-Anwaar V 74 - The book ‘Al Rawza’ - Ch 7 H 146*
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(It has been narrated) raising it to Abu Abdullah@"s, said, ‘l said to him™"“s, “What is the
‘JaaJr (Agl- intellect?” He?s"s said: ‘Through which the Beneficent is worshipped with,
and the Gardens are attained with’. | said, ‘So that which was in Muawiya?’ So he@Ws
said: ‘That is the heinous, that is the devilry, and it may disguise as the Jn.c\ (Aql), but it
is not the Aqgl’.2

Al-Aql is integrated with the bashfulness and the religion:
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(It has been narrated) from Ali®"s having said: ‘Jibraeel® descended unto Adam™* and
he? said: ‘O Adam™!’ I® have been Commanded to get you™ to choose one from
three, therefore choose it and leave the (other) two’. So Adam™* said to him@s: ‘O
Jibraeel®! And what are the three?’
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He™@s said: ‘The ’fjng\ 5 sl 5 Jasll esoteric wisdom, and the modesty (bashfulness), and
the Religion’. Adam™* said: ‘I°* have chosen the esoteric wisdom’. So Jibraeel™ said to
the modesty and the Religion: ‘Leave!’ But these both said, ‘O Jibraeel®! We have been
Commanded (by Allah®") that we should happen to be with the Agql wherever it may

be’. He™ said: ‘So that is your affair’, and he® ascended’ (leaving all three with Adam"
as)_3
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(Imam Musa-e-Kazim**) said: O Hisham: The light of the body is in the eyes, if the sight
is luminous the whole body will be bright. The light of the Soul is the Agl (esoteric
wisdom), if the servant is intelligent, he will be having the acknowledge of his Lord (an
extract).*

Good Morals emanate from the Aql:

2 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH1 H 3
3 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 1 H 2
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s, from his forefathers®"“s having said:
‘Rasool-Allah=®"W said: “When it reaches you about a man, the goodness of his state, so
look at him with regards to the goodness of his morals, for it is the recompense of his
‘alixy’ Agl (esoteric wisdom)'.”

The difference between the wickedness and the Aql:
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The narrator says: ‘I said to Abu Abdullah?s%s: ‘What is the ‘Jas)/" intellect?’” He™s"s said:
‘What the Beneficent is worshipped by, and the Paradise is attained by’. | said, ‘So that
which was with Muawiya?’ He®%s said: ‘dlaidl ey «,SJI ¢’ ‘that was the heinous
(wicked), and that was the devilish, but it resembles with the intellect, but it is not with
the intellect’.®

The Possessor of the Aql:
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‘He@Ws said: ‘U3l (the possessor of Aql) does not discuss with the one whom he fears
would belie him, nor does he ask one whom he fears would refuse him, nor does he
embark upon (a matter) for which he fears failure, nor does he hope in one who cannot
be trusted with his hopes’.”

5 Al Mahaasin—V 1Bk 5H 14
6 Al Mahaasin—V 1Bk 5 H 15
7 Al Mahaasin—V 1Bk 5 H 19
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‘Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘The man evidence upon his intellect by a Book (of Allah-#?*) and
the placement of his insight, and by His®" Rasool*®"¥ over his understanding (of
Ahadith) and his realisation (his actions)’.®
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(Imam Musa e Kazim™@W¥s says) O Hisham O Hisham! Everything has its evidence. The
evidence of being ’QéUJ\’ (the one who has the Aqg|) is ‘3523 pondering (over things) and
the evidence of pondering is silence. However, everything has its reflection and the
reflection of Aglis in hospitality. And it is sufficient for the ‘Jahil’ (opposite to the Aqgl) to
embark on that for which you are told not to ride.
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O Hisham! The main reason beyond Allah#%’s Sending Prophets and Messengers is that
people will understand (via Aql) the Commandments of Allah?* and His Messengers.
The best responsive people will be of the most understanding, the most knowledgeable
of Allah?*"’s Commands will be those with the most ‘Agl’ (intelligence/wisdom), and the
one with most ‘Agl’ then will be the most high-ranking in this world and the world to
come.
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O Hisham! For every servant of (Allah®%), there is an angel invested with full Power

over him. When that servant shows modesty for the sake of Allah®*¥, the angel will
elevate him, and whenever he shows arrogance, the angel will humiliate him.
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O Hisham! Allah?™i has two Arguments against people: One is the explicit and the other

is implicit. The explicit arguments of Allah®¥ are the Messengers and the Prophets and
the Imams. The implicit arguments are the ‘Aqgl’ (intellect).

8 Al Mahaasin—V 1Bk 5 H 20
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O Hisham! The (possessor of) the (true) Agl is the one who is not diverted from
thanking Allah®% after obtaining the permissible provisions and observes
patience/abstinence from the non-permissible means.
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O Hisham! How come do you expect that Allah??¥ will accept your deeds while you are
involving your Agl with matters that are away from Allah**"’s Commandments and you
are complying with your ‘32’ ‘desires’ and letting them to overcome your Aql.

D108 5 45 e e 055 5 e Lot 5 W 3T 0 Qa8 5 005 0 o i 8 ) st e sasg) b i s

G 5 3 50 5l g0 53is) g e 5 iR g e
O Hisham! The ability to overcome (your desires) when alone shows the strength of
one’s Agl. The Agl is the (quality) through which the Commandments of Allah®" are
understood and will surely withdraw from the people of the worldly pleasures. He (due
to Aqgl) will also be inclined towards that which Allah®" has Promised and will regard
Allah#% as refuge in his solitude (loneliness), the companion in loneliness, the fortune
in poverty and the supporter instead of the clan.
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O Hisham! The ones with Agl have left the pleasures of this world. How is it then for the

sins? The abstinence from the worldly pleasures is recommendable while avoidance of
committing sins is obligatory.
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O Hisham! Amir-ul-Momineen®"s used to say: The most elevated means of worshiping
Allah?2¥ js making use of Aqg|.
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O Hisham! Recognise the armies of the Aql and the armies of the ‘Jahil’ (opposite of
Aqgl) and you will be guided.
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Hisham says: | said: May Allah??* make me your sacrifice. We will not know unless you
instruct us.
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Hence, the Imam™"s answered: O Hisham, the first-one among the ‘Ruheen’ (plural of
Ruh) Allah#¥ Created was the Aql. It was from the Noor and it stayed on the right side
of the Divine Thorne.®

Then Imam™Ys then described the 75 armies of Agl and 75 armies of the Jahil, see
Appendix.t°

Appendix: The Armies of the Agl and the Armies of the Jahil
(Darkness)
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‘I was in the presence of Abu Abdullah®"s, and in his®%* presence was a group of the
ones in his®"s Wilayah, and the mention of the intellect and the ignorance, flowed. So
Abu Abdullah"s said: ‘Recognise the intellect and its army and the ignorance and its
army, and you would be rightly guided’. Sama’at (the narrator) said, ‘So | said to him=2s"s,
‘May | be sacrificed for you@*s! We do not recognise anything except what you™"* have
introduced to us’.
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So Abu Abdullah®Ys said: ‘Allah#2% Mighty and Majestic Created the intellect, and it was
the first thing Created, from the spiritual (creations), from the right of the Throne, from
His@¥ Light. So He?™ Said to it: “Turn around!” So it turned around. Then Said:
“Come!” So it came”. So Allah* Blessed and High Said: “I*** have Created you as a
magnificent creation and Honoured you upon the entirety of My#% creation’.
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He?2%s said: ‘Then He?™ Created the ignorance from the dark wavy ocean. So He??i

Said to it: “Turn around!” So it turned around. Then Said to it: “Come!” But it did not
come. So He®" Said to it: “You are being arrogant?” So He®" Cursed it.

10385 : o el cJghall Caxs



Aql (J2%7) -The Light of Soul www.hubeali.com

FeHES k;&dbm &5 b e JUB 5305 4 52 sladl U 5 chaall & B0 asTT G e (o WS Tt Gt 5 A MJ»
J6 55 e D338 5 ST S5 B3 Sttt B0 205 JUS 4l G e ot e b 38V 5005 OF 5 4858 5

fey L oz ee soiiah ez
L&;—WJWSLEJ«U(W)_U

Then He® Made seventy-five armies for the intellect. So when the ignorance saw what
Allah-®% had Honoured the intellect with and what He**" had Granted it, (ignorance)
harboured the enmity for it. So the ignorance said, ‘O Lord?¥! This is a creation like me.
You? Created it, and Honoured it, and Strengthened it, and | am its opposite, and
there is not (enough) strength for me in comparison. Therefore, Grant me an army
similar to what You@™" had Granted it’. So He®" Said: “Yes. But, if you were to disobey
Me32i after that, 1°?% shall Throw you and your army out of My? Mercy’. It said, ‘I
have agreed’. Then He®" Granted it seventy-five armies.
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Thus, from what He®®" Granted to the intellect, from the seventy five armies was the
goodness, and it is the Vizier of the intellect; and Made its opposite to be the evil, and it
is the Vizier of the ignorance; and the Eman, and its opposite is the disbelief; and the
confirmation, and its opposite is the denial; and the hope, and its opposite is the
despair; and the justice, and its opposite is the tyranny; and the pleasure, and its
opposite is the anger; and the gratefulness, and its opposite is the ingratitude; and the
longing, and its opposite is the hopelessness.
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And the reliance (upon Allah??), and its opposite is the independence; and the
clemency, and its opposite is the cruelty; and the mercy, and its opposite is the wrath,
and the knowledge, and its opposite is the ignorance; and the understanding, and its
opposite is the stupidity, and the chastity, and its opposite is the indecency, and
ascetism, and its opposite is the desire; and the gentleness, and its opposite is the
harshness; and the awe, and its opposite is the audacity; and the humbleness, and its
opposite is the arrogance; and the leisureliness, and its opposite is the impulsiveness.
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And the forbearance, and its opposite is the recklessness; and the silence, and its
opposite is the chatter; and the submission, and its opposite is the arrogance; and the
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acceptance, and its opposite is the doubt; and the patience, and its opposite is the
panic; and the pardoning, and its opposite is the revenge; and the richness, and its
opposite is the poverty; and the remembrance, and its opposite is the omission; and the
memorisation, and its opposite is the forgetfulness; and the sympathising, and its
opposite is the severing (relationship); and the contentment, and its opposite is the
greed; and the consolation, and its opposite is the commiseration.
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And the cordiality, and its opposite is the enmity; and the loyalty, and its opposite is the
betrayal; and the obedience, and its opposite is the disobedience; and the yielding, and
its opposite is the insolence; and the safety, and its opposite is the affliction; and the
love, and its opposite is the hatred; and the truthfulness, and its opposite is the lying;
and the truth, and its opposite is the falsehood; and the trustworthiness, and its
opposite is the defrauding; and the purity, and its opposite is the adulteration; and the
chivalry, and its opposite is the apathy.
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And the understanding, and its opposite is the foolishness; and the recognition, and its
opposite is the denial; and the compliance, and its opposite is the disclosure; and
safeguarding the hidden matters, and its opposite is the non-restraint; and the
concealment, and its opposite is the disclosure; and the Salat, and its opposite is the
wastage (not praying); and the Fasting, and its opposite is the abandoning (of Fasting);
and the Jihad, and its opposite is the abstaining; and the Hajj, and its opposite is
renouncing the Covenant.
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And preservation of the Hadeeth, and its opposite is the gossiping; and righteousness
with the parents, and its opposite is the disloyalty; and the reality, and its opposite is
the showing-off; and the goodness, and its opposite is the evil; and the covering up, and
its opposite is the shameless display; and the dissimulation, and its opposite is the
broadcasting; and the fairness, and its opposite is prejudice; and the calmness, and its
opposite is the rebellion, and the cleanliness, and its opposite is the filth.
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And the bashfulness, and its opposite is the indiscreet; and the moderation, and its
opposite is the indulgence; and the rest, and its opposite is the exhaustion; and the
ease, and its opposite is the difficulty; and the Blessings, and its opposite is the
annihilation; and the well-being, and its opposite is the calamity; and the straightness,
and its opposite is the crookedness; and the wisdom, and its opposite is the whims; and
the dignity, and its opposite is the meanness; and the happiness, and its opposite is the
wretchedness.
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And the repentance, and its opposite is the persistence; and the seeking of Forgiveness,
and its opposite is the pride; and the preservation, and its opposite is the complacency;
and the supplication, and its opposite is the refraining; and the activity, and its opposite
is the laziness; and the joy, and its opposite is the grief, and the friendliness, and its
opposite is the aversion; and the generosity, and its opposite is the stinginess.
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So all these characteristics from the armies of the intellect would not gather in anyone
except a Prophet*™¥, or a successor?®, or a Momin whose heart Allah®*" has been
Tested for the Eman. And as for the rest of that, from the ones in our?®%“s Wilayah, so
one of them would not be empty from some of these armies to be in him until he is
perfect and transfers from the armies of the ignorance. Thus, during that, he would
happen to be in the lofty levels along with the Prophets®, and the successors™®, and
rather he would achieve that with the recognition of the intellect and its armies, and by
keeping aside from the ignorance and its armies.
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May Allah#* Harmonise us and you all for His®" obedience, and His?¥ Pleasure’.!!

11 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 1 H 14



