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In the Name of Allah?"i the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah™®?" Lord-*" of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad="" and his*®*" Purified Progeny*"*, and
greetings with abundant greetings.
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Ataat-Baiyat-Taqleed

Summary:

Often vague statements are made to create confusion that one must be in the ‘Ataat’
(submission) or in ‘Baiyat’ (allegiance) of the Divine Imam™@%s, but one must carry on
following a ‘Maraja’s Taqgleed’ (emulation of a cleric) regarding the acts of worship and
religious issues. However, these are baseless and hollow statements as we will analyse these
in this short write-up, Insha Allah-#%,

A Hadith is presented, sometimes also referred to as ‘Hadith-e-Taqgleed’ (the narration of
emulation) — from the ‘Tafseer of Imam Hassan Askari¥¥’, where Imam Hassan Al-Askariasws
reported from Imam Jafar-e-Sadiqas"s:
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The Imam Al-Askari®*"s said: ‘So as for the ones who were from the ‘Al-Fugha’ (jurists) who
was protective of his own self, preserving of his religion, opposing to his (personal) desires,
obedient to the orders of his Master?W%s, so it is for the ordinary people that they emulate
him, and that cannot happen except for some of the jurists of the Shias, not all of them. (see

the rest of the Hadith in Appendix I).

So, who are the Fugha’? Imam Sadig@** says, only those are ‘Fugha’ who are the narrators
of our?®"“s Ahadith, see for example some Ahadith in Appendix Il.

What is the scope of the Taqgleed?
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The Holy Prophet™=@¥% said (in his®¥ Sermon of Ghadeer): ‘And he is my brother Ali-#%s |bn
Abi Talib?%s and he®"s is among you of the same status as I*®¥ am, so do his®"* Taqgleed in
your religion and obey him in all your affairs.”?

Hence, the Tagleed is submission to the Infallible Imam=2¥s and/or the words (Hadith) spoken
by the Infallible Imam™Ys, So, when one emulates a person who is reporting and quoting
Ahadith, that means one is acting on the Ahadith. The scope of the above Hadith does not
extend to the following of a cleric’s decree (fatawa), which is usually manipulated that it is
compulsory to follow sometime who issues fatawa.

Amir-ul-Momineen@"s says in a sermon while defining the characteristics of a guide (Imam):
%3 s 27 o, of -1 1. & s [
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How could Allah?*" make incumbent upon his servants the obedience of the one who is veiled
from the mysteries of the heavens and the earth. (An Extract)?

Therefore, what is obligatory, are the words of Masomeen%s, and certainly not the opinions
and interpretations of someone other than a Masoom™2s"s,

The Word ‘Mugqallid’ and ‘Taqleed’ implies total submission:
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Abdullah Bin Ja’far in Qurb Al-Asnaad from Ahmad bin Muhammad Bin Isa from Ahmad bin Muhammad Bin Abu
Nasr who said:

‘| said to Al-Reza™@"s: ‘May | be sacrificed for you™"s, some of our companions say, ‘We have
heard the order from you™®"* and from your?"s forefathers, and compare them (analogy),
and act upon them.” He"s said: ‘Glory be to Allah®?¥il No, by Allah-3?%, this is not from the
religion of Ja’far®“s, These people no longer have any need for us®"s, They have exited from
our@W%s gbedience, and have placed themselves in our?"s position.
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Where is ‘o5l )5S ) alall” the emulation (Tagleed) that they used to ‘o5l the submitters
of Ja’far®"s and the father®"s of Ja’far®“s? Ja’far®¥s said: ‘Do not base anything on analogy.
There is nothing that analogy can prove, except that analogy will cut it off (invalidate it)’.3
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‘When Ali®"s sent Sa’sa Bin Sowhan to the Kharijites, they said to him, ‘What is your view, if
Ali"asW%s was with us in our place, will you happen to be with him@$“s?’ He said, ‘Yes’. They said,
‘Then you are a ‘Mugallid’ (an emulator) of Ali®"%s in your religion. Return, for there is no
religion for you!”’

2
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Sa’sa said to them, ‘Woe be unto you all! Should | not emulate the one?®% whom Allah-?%i
has Collared (us with), so beautiful is the Tagleed? He®% understood the Commands of
Allah?2 truthfully, unceasingly, or did it not happen that whenever the war intensified,
would advance him@%s in its flames, so he®"s trampled its throat with his@%s soles, freeze its
flames with his blades, enduring troubles for the Sake of Allah-#*%, passing by Rasool-Allah-s2ww
and the Muslims. ...(See the complete Hadith in Appendix II1).#

The words ‘Ataat’ and ‘Baiyat’ also have the same scope (total submission) as that of
‘Taqleed”

Baiyat (Allegiance):
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Al-Tabarsi in Al-lhtijaj reports:

3 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33191
4 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H 624
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The Prophet®"¥ in his@%s grgumentation on the Day of Ghadeer: ‘It is on me 3% to explain
the Book of Allah2¥, and % am the one who calls to it. Be aware that the Permissible and
the Prohibitions are too numerous for me™=?"¥ to start counting them and make them known.

Is@WW grder to the Permissible and prohibit from the Prohibition on one occasion. I®%Y have
been Ordered to take the allegiance and covenant from you, to accept by it that which has
Come from Allah®¥ Mighty and Majestic regarding Ali*"s Amir-ul-Momineen"s, and the
Imams%* to come after him®"“s, Group of People! Ponder on the Quran, and understand its
Verses, and look at its Decisive Ones, and not at its Allegorical Ones. By Allah-#%¥! No one will
be able to show you its treasures nor clarify for you its explanation, except for the one?Ws
whose hand I*"% am holding’.’

Ataat (Total Submission):

All our religion is based on total submission to the Infallible(s)®"“* as per the Divine
Commands, i.e.,

2 o2 2
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O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority from among
you; then if you quarrel about anything, refer it to Allah and the Messenger, if you believe
in Allah and the last day; this is better and very good in the end (4:59).
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It is narrated from Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad from al-Hassan ibn Ali who has said that Hammad ibn ‘Uthman
narrated to us from Bashir al-‘Attar who has said the following:

“l heard Imam Abu Abdullah?"s saying, ‘We are the people, obedience to whom is obligatory
by the Command of Allah®%, and the obligation of following ‘A’immah**s do not cease
because of people’s ighorance and not knowing them2sws 6

Finally, a guide selection by the opinion of people or as recommended by others, as is the
case of the Tagleed of a Maraj’s, is extremely dangerous option for the next life; if one acts
upon the directions of a leader chosen by people that has to be reconsidered after reading
Ahadith, as quoted Appendix IV.

5 Wasail ul Shia, H 33574
6 Al-Kafi, Vol. 1 - H 476, Ch. 8, h3
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APPENDIX |

The Hadith on Taqleed of a Fageeh
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The Imam Al-Askari@sVs said: ‘So as for the ones who were from the ‘al-Fugha’ (jurists) who
was protective of his own self, preserving of his religion, opposing to his (personal) desires,
obedient to the orders of his Master?®¥s, so it is for the ordinary people that they emulate
him, and that cannot happen except for some of the jurists of the Shias, not all of them.
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So, the one who indulges in the ugly deeds and the immoralities indulged in by the scholars
of the general Muslims, so do not be accepting from them anything (emanating) from us?s"s,
and there is no prestige. But rather, most of it is mixed up with regards to what they are
carrying from us@%s, the People®"s of the Household for that, because miscreants who are
carrying from us@%s, so they are altering it in its entirety due to their ignorance, and they are
placing the things upon other than its (correct) perspective due to the scarcity of their
understanding, and the others are deliberately belying upon us?"“s due to their conduct from
the displays of the world what would be their provision to the Fire of Hell.
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And from them is a group of Nasibis who are not able upon the defaming regarding us?"s, so
they are learning part of our®%s correct knowledge and they are facing with it in the presence
of our@%s Shias, and they are derogating us@"s in the presence of the hostile ones to us, then
they are adding to it with additions, and additions to the additions from the lies against us-
asws which we™®"Ys disavow from it. So the submissive ones from our®"s Shias accept is upon
that it is from our?®¥s knowledge. Thus they go astray and cause (others) to stray, and they
are more harmful upon the weak ones of our?¥s Shias than the army of Yazeed'" was upon Al
Husayns"s Bin Ali®*"s and his?%“* companions.’

7 (el e (5, Saandl plodl a3 s 1310 27 drcid) J5lass)
(Wasaail Al Shia V 27 P 131, from Tafseer of Al Imam Al Askary®%“ -S 143)
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APPENDIX Il

Definition of Fugha
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And from Muhammad Bin Saeed Al Kashy, from Muhammad Bin Ahmad Bin Hamaad Al Maruzy Al Mahmoudy,
with a chain going up to Al Sadiq®", said:

‘Recognise the status of our?WYs Shiites in accordance with how many good narrations they
relate from us@"s, for we do not consider the ‘a&a)l’ ‘Fageeh’ from them to be a Fageeh unless
they are narrators of Ahadith’. It was said to him@*s, ‘Is a believer a narrator of Ahadith?’

He s said: ‘He is an understanding one; and the understanding one is a narrator of Ahadith’.®

Also:
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Abu Ja’far®%s was asked a question, and he™®"Ys answered with regards to it. So the man said,
‘The jurists are not saying this!’

So he™®"s said: ‘O woe be unto you! And have you ever seen a jurist at all?’ A jurist who is
rightfully a jurist is the one ascetic in the world, the desirous regarding the Hereafter, the one
attached with the Sunnah of the Prophet=®%% (Ahadith).’
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8 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33453
9 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH21 H 8
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Muhammad Bin Muhammad Al Numan Al Mufeed in ‘Al Ikhtisaas’ from Jafar Bin Muhammad Bin Qulawayh,
from Al Husain Bin Muhammad Bin Aamir, from Ma’aly lbn Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Jamhour, from
Abdul Rahmaan Bin Abu Najraan, from a companions of his, with a chain up to Abu Abd Allah?":

Abu Abdullah" said: ‘One who memorises from our?"“s Ahadith, forty Ahadith, Allah-#?%i
will Send him on the Day of Judgement as ‘Ll .a8" a Fageeh, a knowledgeable one’.2?

el g ) a8 Osmity ¢ Lyl Cpm)l 3ol e i e (g ade A Lo ) 1 sy JUB B LY Vs
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And by the above chain: ‘The Rasool-Allah*®¥ said: ‘One who from my*®"¥ community

memorises forty Ahadith, benefits the people by them (Ahadith), Allah®" will Send him on
the Day of Judgement as a Fageeh, a knowledgeable one’.?

10 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33293
11 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33299
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APPENDIX Il

The Word ‘Mugqallid’ means total Submission
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‘When Ali®"s sent Sa’sa Bin Sowhan to the Kharijites, they said to him, ‘What is your view, if
Ali"aWs was with us in our place, will you happen to be with him@$“s?’ He said, ‘Yes’. They said,
‘Then you are an emulator (Mugallid) of Ali®"s in your religion. Return, for there is no religion
for you!
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Sa’sa said to them, ‘Woe be unto you all! Should | not emulate the one?®% whom Allah?%i
has Collared (us with), so beautiful is the Tagleed? He*%* understood the Commands of Allah"
azwi truthfully, unceasingly, or did it not happen that whenever the war intensified, would
advance him™@"Ys in its flames, so he®"s trampled its throat with his®"“* soles, freeze its flames
with his blades, enduring troubles for the Sake of Allah-#%¥, passing by Rasool-Allah®** and
the Muslims.
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So, where are your turning to, and where are you going, and to whom are you desiring, and
whom are you avoiding from, from the brilliant moon, and the bright lamp, and the Path of
Allah?2, the straight, and the Way of Allah??, the established? May Allah*"/ Fight you!
Where are you going? Is it regarding the greatest truthful and the ultimate purpose you are
shooting the recklessness of your intellects, and your hopes are drowned, and your faces are
disfigured?
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You have been at the top of the mountain and distanced the reason from the attacking. Are
you targeting Amir Al-Momineen®"s, successor®%“s of Rasool-Allah™*®"%? You have enticed
yourselves to clear losses. So, remoteness and perdition be for the Kafirs, the unjust. The aim
of Satan'? has turned with you all and had blinded you from the clear argument if the two
sanctuaries.
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Abdullah Bin Wahab Al-Rasy said to him, ‘O Ibn Sowhan! You are speaking with the foam of a
camel, and roaring, and you are satisfied in your roar the eloquence of your companion. We
are fighting him*¥s upon a Judgment of Allah?¥ and the Revelation’.
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Abdullah Bin Wahab said some couplets. Al-Akly Al-Hirmazy said, ‘And | don’t know is it for
him or of someone else’ — ‘So that you can necessitate the truth alone, and we shall keep
striking until the judgment happens to be for us. So, if you were to follow a Judgment of God,
it would happen to be for you, then we will not adopt the truth and the security and the peace,
or else the supervision is more honourable, in the hands of the men among whom is the
religion and the knowledge’.

P

3 0 S5 it ooty K0 At Y 3 i 250 LY Bl sl 14 Sty Y o e b o) T s i

T
Sa’sa said, ‘It is as if | am looking at you, O brother of Rasib, rolling in your blood, the birds
plucking your body parts. Neither a supplication is being answered for you, nor any
information is been heard from you. That is released from you by an Imam™2*s of guidance’.

NPV R =L 15) oWl ),JJ.,.,;

Al-Rasy said (a couplet), ‘The lion will come to know when we meet whether the grinding of
the mill is upon him or upon us’.
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Deliver to your companion | will not be returning from him=s"s, Either he®"“s acknowledge to
Allah22% of his@%s Kufr or he"s exits from his@"s religion, for Allah??¥ is an Accepter of the
repentance, severe of Punishment, and Forgiver of the sins. So, when he®"* does that, we
shall make efforts in the battle’.

PRy ;‘Lz:e
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Sa’sa said (a verse), ‘In the morning the people would be praised secretly’.
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Then he returned to Ali®%s and informed him@%s with what had flowed between him and
them. Ali®s¥s gave an example (in prose): ‘My %" messenger want the pausing, so they went
hand in hand, then apportioned for me % upon the sameness’.
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Misery is for the poor, O Ilbn Sowhan! But there is a pact for me®"s regarding them, and "¢
am their one to fight them, and neither am 1 lying nor have 1S been lied to, and that for
them is the turning of the mill of the Momineen upon the deviants. O woe! Yet how remote
are they from the Spirit of Allah-22Wi\’
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Then he™®"Ys said (a poem): ‘When the horses roamed in the wilderness and uncovered the
frowning, not questioned without stabbing. They all turned together, then there was
separation between them, he plunged a spear from it into the purest red, so the generation is
not met except with its chest, when the guts of every coward shivers’.
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Then he"s raised his*** hands and his®"s head towards the sky and said: ‘O Allah??¥! Be
Witness that three have been excused from the warning, and with You*" is the Assistance,
and to You?® js the complaint, and upon You™® is the reliance, and You?* Know Warned
of their turning.
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The group refused except to be deliberately in the falsehood, and Allah??¥ Refused except
the truth. So, where are they going with you, from the firewood of Hell and from the goodness
of the booty?’ — and he®%s gestured towards his®"“s companions and said: ‘Prepare for your
enemies, for you will overcome by the Permission of Allah#¥!” Then he®"s recited to them
the end of Surah Aal-e-Imran (chapter 3)”.12

12 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H 624
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APPENDIX IV
Selection of a Religious Guide by words of others
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In another tradition, after answering questions on Rab??, Prophet®%, and Imam=2¥s, there
will be a further question from the deceased about the Imam, as he will be asked: ‘How did
you come to the know that he is your Imam? He (the deceased) will reply: It is a matter to
which Allah#" Guided me and kept me steadfast therewith.” It then will be said to him: ‘Rest
to sleep without dreams like a sleep of newly wedded person.” A door to Paradise is then
opened to him through, which fragrance and happiness of Paradise continue to come to him.

An unbeliever is asked: ‘Who is your Lord? He replies: ‘Allah?" is my Lord. He is then asked:
Who is your Prophet? He replies: ‘Mohammed=**" is my Prophet.” He is then asked: ‘What
is your religion?’ He replies: Islam is my religion.” He is then asked: How did you come to
know it?” He replies: ‘People said so and so did I. The two angels will then strike him with a
war club on his head such that even all man and Jinn together cannot bear (its pain). The
Imam™?"s said: ‘He will melt like lead. Then they (the angels) will return his soul to his body
and place his heart between two boards of fire and he will plead: ‘O Lord, please delay the
coming of the Day of Judgment.’

From the above hadith, it is clear anyone selecting an Imam for guidance or taking religion
from anyone other than who has been appointed by Allah?, will surely be treated as a
‘Kafir’.13

13238: 0 3:¢ @8, H. 11
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Fitna (Strife) Occurs when a man does Tagleed of
another man:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?®s having said: ‘Amir-ul-Momineen?*s addressed the
people:

‘O you people! But rather, the beginning of the occurrence of the Fitna (Strife) is from the
following of the desires, and rulings which have been innovated, in which the Speech of
Allah?2¥ js opposed, in which a man emulates (does Tagleed) of a man. And if the falsehood
was pure, the one with arguments would not fear it; and if the Truth was pure, there would
be no differing. But, they take a handful of this, and a handful of that, so they mix up the two
and come with these two. So, it is over that, the Satan™ enchains his™ friends, those for whom
the goodness has preceded from Allah??¥ attain salvation (21:101)’.%4

14 Al Mahaasin—V 1 Bk5H 74
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