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 تَسْلِيماًِ.ِِوَسَلَمَِِِ,الطاَهِريِنِِسَيِ دِنََِمَُُمَدٍِوَِآلهِِِِِعَلىِاللَُِِِّوَِصَلَىِِ,الْعالَمِينِِرَبِِِِالْْمَْدُِلِلَِِِِّالرَحِيمِِِِالرَحْْنِِِِاللَِِِِّبِسْمِِ

In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the 
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and 
greetings with abundant greetings. 

لِْفَ رَجَهُمِْوَالْعَنِْأعَْدَائَ هُمِْاَجْْعَِيْنِ  الَلَهُمَِصَلِ ِعَلىِمَُُمَدٍِوَآلِِمَُُمَدٍِوَعَجِ 

Ataat-Baiyat-Taqleed 

Summary: 

Often vague statements are made to create confusion that one must be in the ‘Ataat’ 
(submission) or in ‘Baiyat’ (allegiance) of the Divine Imam-asws, but one must carry on 
following a ‘Maraja’s Taqleed’ (emulation of a cleric) regarding the acts of worship and 
religious issues.  However, these are baseless and hollow statements as we will analyse these 
in this short write-up, Insha Allah-azwj. 

A Hadith is presented, sometimes also referred to as ‘Hadith-e-Taqleed’ (the narration of 
emulation) – from the ‘Tafseer of Imam Hassan Askari-asws’, where Imam Hassan Al-Askari-asws 
reported from Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq-asws:  

قالِالامامِالعسكريِعليهِالسلام:ِ»فأماِمنكِانِمنِالفقهاءِصائناِلنفسه،ِحافظاِلدينه،ِمخالفاِعلىِهواه،ِمطيعاِلأمرِمولاه،ِِ
 فللعوامِأنِيقلدوه،ِوذلكِلاِيكونِإلاِبعضِفقهاءِالشيعةِلاكِلهم،ِِ

The Imam Al-Askari-asws said: ‘So as for the ones who were from the ‘Al-Fuqha’ (jurists) who 
was protective of his own self, preserving of his religion, opposing to his (personal) desires, 
obedient to the orders of his Master-asws, so it is for the ordinary people that they emulate 
him, and that cannot happen except for some of the jurists of the Shias, not all of them. (see 
the rest of the Hadith in Appendix I).   

So, who are the ‘Fuqha’? Imam Sadiq-asws says, only those are ‘Fuqha’ who are the narrators 
of our-asws Ahadith, see for example some Ahadith in Appendix II. 

 

What is the scope of the Taqleed? 

ِبْنُِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِعِوَِهُوَِفِيكُمِْبِنَْزلَِتِِِوَِ يعِِأمُُوركُِمِِِْفَ قَلِ دُوهُِِهُوَِأَخِيِعَلِيُّ  دِينَكُمِْوَِأَطِيعُوهُِفِِجَِْ
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The Holy Prophet-saww said (in his-saww Sermon of Ghadeer): ‘And he is my brother Ali-asws Ibn 
Abi Talib-asws and he-asws is among you of the same status as I-saww am, so do his-asws Taqleed in 
your religion and obey him in all your affairs.’1  

Hence, the Taqleed is submission to the Infallible Imam-asws and/or the words (Hadith) spoken 
by the Infallible Imam-asws.  So, when one emulates a person who is reporting and quoting 
Ahadith, that means one is acting on the Ahadith.  The scope of the above Hadith does not 
extend to the following of a cleric’s decree (fatawa), which is usually manipulated that it is 
compulsory to follow sometime who issues fatawa.  

Amir-ul-Momineen-asws says in a sermon while defining the characteristics of a guide (Imam):  

مَلَكُوتُِالسَمَاوَاتِِوَِالْأَرْضِِ كَِيْفَِيَ فْرِضُِالَلُِّعَلَىِعِبَادِهِِطاَعَةَِمَنِْيُُْجَبُِعَنْهُِ  وَ

How could Allah-azwj make incumbent upon his servants the obedience of the one who is veiled 
from the mysteries of the heavens and the earth. (An Extract)2 

Therefore, what is obligatory, are the words of Masomeen-asws, and certainly not the opinions 
and interpretations of someone other than a Masoom-asws.  

 

The Word ‘Muqallid’ and ‘Taqleed’ implies total submission: 

عبداللهِبنِجعفرِفِِ)ِقربِالاس  نادِعِعنِأحْدِبنِمُمدِبنِعيس  ىِعنِأحْدِبنِمُمدِبنِأبِِ،   رِ،ِقالِ:ِقلاِللرل  اِ)ِعليهِِ  
يِقولونِ:ِ،سمعِالأمرِيُكىِعنكِوعنِآبائكِ،ِفنقيسِعليهِ،ِو،عملِبهِ،ِفقالِ:ِ السلامِعِ:ِجعلاِفداكِ،ِإنِبعضِأصحابنا

جعفرِ)ِعليهِالس  لامِعِ،ِهءلاءِقومِلاِحاجةِ مِإليناِ،ِقدِخرجواِمنِطاعاناِ،ِوص  ارواِفِِِِس  بحانِاللهِلاِلاِواللهِماِه اِمنِدين
اِل يكِا،واِيقلدونِجعفراِوأباِجعفرِ)ِعليهماِالس لامِعِقِقالِجعفرِ:ِلاِلملواِعلىِالقيا،ِ،ِفليسِمنِِ مول عناِ،ِفأينِالاقليد

ِشيءِيعدلهِالقيا،ِ،ِإلاِوالقيا،ِيكسرهِ.

Abdullah Bin Ja’far in Qurb Al-Asnaad from Ahmad bin Muhammad Bin Isa from Ahmad bin Muhammad Bin Abu 
Nasr who said:  

‘I said to Al-Reza-asws: ‘May I be sacrificed for you-asws, some of our companions say, ‘We have 
heard the order from you-asws and from your-asws forefathers, and compare them (analogy), 
and act upon them.’ He-asws said: ‘Glory be to Allah-azwj! No, by Allah-azwj, this is not from the 
religion of Ja’far-asws. These people no longer have any need for us-asws. They have exited from 
our-asws obedience, and have placed themselves in our-asws position.  

 
ن صلوات27]    413     31بحارالأنوار      1 باب كتبه ع إلى معاوية و احت;    -16باب     149     33; بحارالأنوار     [ باب احتجاج أمير المؤمنير

ن     148     1الاحتجاج      ة من المهاج ; التحصير الباب فيما نذكره من اجتماع  -25    634طاوس          لابناحتجاجه ع على جماعة كثير
; الحديث الخامس و     760قيس          بنسليم; كتاب 636الحديث الحادي عشر .....  ص :     646قيس          بنسليمكتاب  قريش ; 

ون .....  ص  ي النص ع  -24    277     1الدين     : كمال760العشر
ي ص فن  باب ما روي عن النب 

 بحارالأنوار     25     169     باب 4- جامع في صفات الإمام و شرائط  2
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Where is ‘التقليد الذي كانوا يقلدون’ the emulation (Taqleed) that they used to ‘يقلدون’ the submitters 
of Ja’far-asws and the father-asws of Ja’far-asws? Ja’far-asws said: ‘Do not base anything on analogy. 
There is nothing that analogy can prove, except that analogy will cut it off (invalidate it)’.3 

ِعَنِْصَالِحِِبْنِِأَسْوَِ ِالِْْرْمَازيِِ  ِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِالَْْسَنِِعَنِِالْعُكْلِيِ  دَِبْنِِصَنْعَانَِالْغَنَوِيِ ِعَنِْمِسْمَعِِِخاص،ِالإخا اصِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِعَلِيٍ 
كَِانَِعَِ بْنِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّالْبَْ ريِِ ِعَنِْرَجُلٍِقاَلَِ: ِبْنُِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِعِصَعَْ عَةَِبْنَِصُوحَانَِإِلََِالْْوََارجِِِقاَلوُاِلَهُِأَِرأَيَْاَِلَوْ لِيٌِِّلَمَاِبَ عَثَِعَلِيُّ

 لَكَِِِمَعَنَاِفِِمَوْلِعِنَاِأَِتَكُونُِمَعَهُِقاَلَِ،َ عَمِْقاَلوُاِفأََْ،اَِإِذَنِْمُقَلِ دٌِعَلِي اًِدِينَكَِارْجِعِْفَلَاِدِينَِ

(The book) ‘Al Ikhtisas’ – Muhammad Bin Ali, from Muhammad Bin Al Hassan, from al Akly Al Hirmany, from 
Salih Bin Aswad Bin San’an Al Ghanawy, from Misma’a Bin Abdullah Al Basry, from a man who said,  

‘When Ali-asws sent Sa’sa Bin Sowhan to the Kharijites, they said to him, ‘What is your view, if 
Ali-asws was with us in our place, will you happen to be with him-asws?’ He said, ‘Yes’. They said, 
‘Then you are a ‘Muqallid’ (an emulator) of Ali-asws in your religion. Return, for there is no 
religion for you!’ 

يقاًِلََِْيَ زَلِْأَِوَِلََِْيَكُنِْرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِإِذَاِاشْاَدَتِِالْْرَْبُِقَدَمَهُِفِِِفَ قَالَِلََمُِْصَعَْ عَةُِوَيْ لَكُمِْأَِلَاِأقَُ لِ دُِمَنِْقَ لَدَِالَلَِّفأََحْسَنَِالاَقْلِيدَِفاَلْطلََعَِبِِمَْرِِاللَِِّ ِصِدِ 
هِِمَكْدُوداًِفِِذَاتِِاللَِِّعَنْهُِيَ عْبُُُِرَسُولُِاللَِِّوَِالْمُسْلِمُوِلََوََاتِِاَِفَ يَطأَُِصِمَاخَِ  نَِِهَاِبَِِخَِْْ هِِوَِيُُْمِدُِلََبََهَاِبَِِدِ 

Sa’sa said to them, ‘Woe be unto you all! Should I not emulate the one-asws whom Allah-azwj 
has Collared (us with), so beautiful is the Taqleed? He-asws understood the Commands of 
Allah-azwj truthfully, unceasingly, or did it not happen that whenever the war intensified, 
would advance him-asws in its flames, so he-asws trampled its throat with his-asws soles, freeze its 
flames with his blades, enduring troubles for the Sake of Allah-azwj, passing by Rasool-Allah-saww 
and the Muslims. …(See the complete Hadith in Appendix III).4 

The words ‘Ataat’ and ‘Baiyat’ also have the same scope (total submission) as that of 
‘Taqleed’: 

 

Baiyat (Allegiance): 

ِتفسيركِاابِاللهِ،ِوالداعيِإليه.ِألاِِا لطبُسيِفِِ)ِالاحاجاجِعِعنِالنبيِ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِعِفِِاحاجاجهِيومِالغديرِ:ِعلي 
ِِفامرتِأنِآخ ِالبيعةِعليكمِوإنِالْلالِوالْرامِأكثرِمنِأنِاح يهماِواعرفهماِ،ِفآمرِبالْلالِوأنهىِعنِالْرامِفِِمقامِواحدِ،ِ

ِوجل ِفِِعليِأميرِالمءمنينِ،ِوالأئمةِمنِبعدهِ،ِمعاشرِالنا،ِتدبرواِالقرآنِ،ِِ ،ِوال فقةِمنكمِ،ِبقبولِماِجئاِبهِعنِاللهِعز 
وافهمواِآياتهِ،ِوا،ظرواِفِِمُكماتهِ،ِولاِماشا هِ،ِفواللهِلنِيبينِلكمِزواجرهِ،ِولاِيولحِلكمِعنِتفسيرهِ،ِإلاِال يِأنَِآخ ِِ

ِبيدهِ.

Al-Tabarsi in Al-Ihtijaj reports: 

 
3 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33191 
4ِBihar Al Anwaar – V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H 624 
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The Prophet-saww in his-asws argumentation on the Day of Ghadeer: ‘It is on me-asws to explain 
the Book of Allah-azwj, and I-asws am the one who calls to it. Be aware that the Permissible and 
the Prohibitions are too numerous for me-saww to start counting them and make them known.  

I-saww order to the Permissible and prohibit from the Prohibition on one occasion. I-saww have 
been Ordered to take the allegiance and covenant from you, to accept by it that which has 
Come from Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic regarding Ali-asws Amir-ul-Momineen-asws, and the 
Imams-asws to come after him-asws. Group of People! Ponder on the Quran, and understand its 
Verses, and look at its Decisive Ones, and not at its Allegorical Ones. By Allah-azwj! No one will 
be able to show you its treasures nor clarify for you its explanation, except for the one-asws 
whose hand I-saww am holding’.5   

 

Ataat (Total Submission): 

All our religion is based on total submission to the Infallible(s)-asws as per the Divine 
Commands, i.e., 

وَأَطِيعُواِْالرَسُولَِوَأوُْلِِالَأمْرِِمِنكُمِْيَاِأيَ ُّهَاِالَِ ينَِآمَنُواِِْ ِِِِأَطِيعُواِْاللّ َِ كُِناُمِْتُ ءْمِنُونَِبِاللِّ  ِوَالرَسُولِِإِن إِلََِاللِّ  فإَِنِتَ نَازَعْاُمِْفِِشَيْءٍِفَ ردُُّوهُِ
 وَالْيَ وْمِِالآخِرِِذَلِكَِخَيْرٌِوَأَحْسَنُِتََْوِيلاًِِ

O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority from among 
you; then if you quarrel about anything, refer it to Allah and the Messenger, if you believe 
in Allah and the last day; this is better and very good in the end (4:59). 

و  اِالاسناد،ِعنِمعلىِبنِمُمد،ِعنِالْسنِبنِعليِقال:ِحدثناِحْادِابنِعثمان،ِعنِبشيرِالعطارِقال:ِسمعاِأباِعبداللهِِ
 عليهِالسلامِيقول:ِنحنِقومِفرضِاللهِطاعاناِوأ،امِتَتمونِبِنِلاِيع رِالنا،ِبجهالاهِ

It is narrated from Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad from al-Hassan ibn Ali who has said that Hammad ibn ‘Uthman 
narrated to us from Bashir al-‘Attar who has said the following:  

“I heard Imam Abu Abdullah-asws saying, ‘We are the people, obedience to whom is obligatory 
by the Command of Allah-azwj, and the obligation of following ‘A’immah-asws do not cease 
because of people’s ignorance and not knowing them-asws.’6 

Finally, a guide selection by the opinion of people or as recommended by others, as is the 
case of the Taqleed of a Maraj’s, is extremely dangerous option for the next life; if one acts 
upon the directions of a leader chosen by people that has to be reconsidered after reading 
Ahadith, as quoted Appendix IV. 

 

 
5 Wasail ul Shia, H 33574 
6 Al-Kafi, Vol. 1 - H 476, Ch. 8, h3 
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APPENDIX I  

The Hadith on Taqleed of a Faqeeh 

قالِالامامِالعسكريِعليهِالسلام:ِ»فأماِمنكِانِمنِالفقهاءِصائناِلنفسه،ِحافظاِلدينه،ِمخالفاِعلىِهواه،ِمطيعاِلأمرِمولاه،ِِ
 فللعوامِأنِيقلدوه،ِوذلكِلاِيكونِإلاِبعضِفقهاءِالشيعةِلاكِلهم،ِِ

The Imam Al-Askari-asws said: ‘So as for the ones who were from the ‘al-Fuqha’ (jurists) who 
was protective of his own self, preserving of his religion, opposing to his (personal) desires, 
obedient to the orders of his Master-asws, so it is for the ordinary people that they emulate 
him, and that cannot happen except for some of the jurists of the Shias, not all of them.  

كِثرِالاخليطِفيماِياحملِعناِِ فإنِمنِركبِمنِالقبايحِوالفواحشِمراكبِعلماءِالعامة،ِفلاِتقبلواِمنهمِعناِشيئاًِولاكِرامة،ِوإنما
أهلِالبياِل لك،ِلأنِالفسقةِياحملونِعنا،ِفيحرفو،هِبِسرهِلجهلهم،ِويضعونِالأشياءِعلىِغيرِوجههاِلقلةِمعرفاهم،ِوآخرونِِ

 جر واِمنِعرضِالد،ياِماِهوِزادهمِإلَِنَرِجهنمِ.ياعمدونِالك بِعليناِلي

So, the one who indulges in the ugly deeds and the immoralities indulged in by the scholars 
of the general Muslims, so do not be accepting from them anything (emanating) from us-asws, 
and there is no prestige. But rather, most of it is mixed up with regards to what they are 
carrying from us-asws, the People-asws of the Household for that, because miscreants who are 
carrying from us-asws, so they are altering it in its entirety due to their ignorance, and they are 
placing the things upon other than its (correct) perspective due to the scarcity of their 
understanding, and the others are deliberately belying upon us-asws due to their conduct from 
the displays of the world what would be their provision to the Fire of Hell.  

ومنهمِقومِ،  ابِلاِيقدرونِعلىِالقدحِفينا،ِفياعلمونِبعضِعلومناِال حيحة،ِفياوجهونِبهِعندِشيعانا،ِويناق ونِبناِعندِِ
يضيفونِاليهِألعافه،ِوالعافِألعافهِمنِالاكَاذيبِعليناِالتِِنحنِبراءِمنها،ِفياقبلهِالمساسلمونِمنِشيعاناِعلىِا، هِِ ،  ابنا،ِثمِ 

ِعلىِلعفاءِشيعاناِمنِجيشِيزيدِعلىِالْسينِبنِعليِعليهماِالسلامِوأصحابه«.ِِمنِعلومنا،ِفضل واِوأِ  لل وا،ِوهمِألر 

And from them is a group of Nasibis who are not able upon the defaming regarding us-asws, so 
they are learning part of our-asws correct knowledge and they are facing with it in the presence 
of our-asws Shias, and they are derogating us-asws in the presence of the hostile ones to us, then 
they are adding to it with additions, and additions to the additions from the lies against us-

asws which we-asws disavow from it. So the submissive ones from our-asws Shias accept is upon 
that it is from our-asws knowledge. Thus they go astray and cause (others) to stray, and they 
are more harmful upon the weak ones of our-asws Shias than the army of Yazeedla was upon Al 
Husayn-asws Bin Ali-asws and his-asws companions.7 

  

 
 )وسائل الشيعة ج27 ص131 عن تفسير الإمام العسكري عليه السلام(.  7
(Wasaail Al Shia V 27 P 131, from Tafseer of Al Imam Al Askaryasws -S 143) 
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APPENDIX II  

Definition of Fuqha 

وعنِمُمدِبنِسعيدِالكشيِ،ِعنِمُمدِبنِأحْدِبنِحْادِالمروزيِالمحموديِ،ِيرفعهِ،ِقالِ:ِقالِال ادقِ)عليهِالسلامع:ِاعرفواِِ
منازلِشيعاناِبقدرِماِيُسنونِمنِرواياتِمِعناِ،ِفانَِلاِ،عدِالفقيهِمنهمِفقيهاِحتىِيكونِمُدثاِ،ِفقيلِلهِ:ِأوِيكونِالمءمنِمُدثاِِ

ِاِ،ِوالمفهمِ:ِالمحدثِِ.قِقالِ:ِيكونِمفهم

And from Muhammad Bin Saeed Al Kashy, from Muhammad Bin Ahmad Bin Hamaad Al Maruzy Al Mahmoudy, 
with a chain going up to Al Sadiq-asws, said:  

‘Recognise the status of our-asws Shiites in accordance with how many good narrations they 
relate from us-asws, for we do not consider the ‘الفقيه’ ‘Faqeeh’ from them to be a Faqeeh unless 
they are narrators of Ahadith’. It was said to him-asws, ‘Is a believer a narrator of Ahadith?’  

He-asws said: ‘He is an understanding one; and the understanding one is a narrator of Ahadith’.8 

Also: 

مَاطِِوَِصَالِحِِبْنِِسَعِيدٍِعَنِْأَبَانِِبْنِِتَ غْلِبَِِعِدَةٌِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِخَالِدٍِعَنِْإِسْماَعِيلَِبْنِِمِهْراَنَِعَنِْأَبِِسَعِيدٍِالْقَِ
ابَِفِيهَاِقاَلَِفَ قَالَِالرَجُلُِإِنَِالْفُقَهَاءَِلَاِيَ قُولوُنَِهََ اِفَ قَالَِيَاِوَيَُْكَِوَِهَلِِْعَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِ)ِعليهِالسلامِعِأَ،هَُِسُئِلَِعَنِْمَسْألََةٍِفَأَجَِ

،ْ يَاِالراَغِبُِفِِالْآخِرَةِِالْمُاَمَسِ كُِ ِإِنَِالْفَقِيهَِحَقَِالْفَقِيهِِالزاَهِدُِفِِالدُّ  اللهِعليهِوآلهِعِِ.بِسُنَةِِالنَبيِ ِ)ِصلىِرَأيَْاَِفَقِيهاًِقَطُّ

A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid, from Ismail Bin Mihran, from Abu Saeed 
Al Qammat and Salih Bin Saeed, from Aban Bin Taghlub, from: 

Abu Ja’far-asws was asked a question, and he-asws answered with regards to it. So the man said, 
‘The jurists are not saying this!’  

So he-asws said: ‘O woe be unto you! And have you ever seen a jurist at all?’ A jurist who is 
rightfully a jurist is the one ascetic in the world, the desirous regarding the Hereafter, the one 
attached with the Sunnah of the Prophet-saww’ (Ahadith).9  

 

مُمدِبنِمُمدِبنِالنعمانِالمفيدِفِِ)ِالاخا اصِعِعنِجعفرِبنِمُمدِبنِقولويهِ،ِعنِالْسينِبنِمُمدِبنِعامرِ،ِعنِمعلىِِ
ابنِمُمدِ،ِعنِمُمدِبنِجْهورِ،ِعنِعبدِالرحْنِبنِأبِِنجرانِ،ِعنِبعضِأصحابهِ،ِرفعهِإلَِأبِِعبداللهِ)عليهِالسلامِعِ،ِقالِِ

ِحديثاًِ،ِبعثهِاللهِيومِالقيامةِفقيهاِعالماِِ.:ِمنِحفظِمنِأحاديثناِأربعينِ

 
8 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33453 
9 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 8 
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Muhammad Bin Muhammad Al Numan Al Mufeed in ‘Al Ikhtisaas’ from Jafar Bin Muhammad Bin Qulawayh, 
from Al Husain Bin Muhammad Bin Aamir, from Ma’aly Ibn Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Jamhour, from 
Abdul Rahmaan Bin Abu Najraan, from a companions of his, with a chain up to Abu Abd Allah-asws: 

Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘One who memorises from our-asws Ahadith, forty Ahadith, Allah-azwj 
will Send him on the Day of Judgement as ‘فقيها عالما’ a Faqeeh, a knowledgeable one’.10 

بعثهِاللهِيومِالقيامةِِ و  اِالاسنادِقالِ:ِقالِرسولِاللهِ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِعِ:ِمنِحفظِمنِامتِِأربعينِحديثاِ،ِينافعونِ اِ،
ِفقيهاِعالماِِ.

And by the above chain: ‘The Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘One who from my-saww community 
memorises forty Ahadith, benefits the people by them (Ahadith), Allah-azwj will Send him on 
the Day of Judgement as a Faqeeh, a knowledgeable one’.11 

  

 
10 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33293 
11 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33299 
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APPENDIX III 

The Word ‘Muqallid’ means total Submission 

ِالْْرِْمَازيِِ ِعَنِْصَالِحِِبْنِِأَسْوَِ ِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِالَْْسَنِِعَنِِالْعُكْلِيِ  دَِبْنِِصَنْعَانَِالْغَنَوِيِ ِعَنِْمِسْمَعِِبْنِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّالْبَْ ريِِ ِخاص،ِالإخا اصِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِعَلِيٍ 
كَِانَِعَِ عَنِْرَجُلٍِقاَلَ: لِيٌِّمَعَنَاِفِِمَوْلِعِنَاِأَِتَكُونُِمَعَهُِقاَلَِ،َ عَمِْقاَلُواِلَمَاِبَ عَثَِعَلِيُِّبْنُِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِعِصَعَْ عَةَِبْنَِصُوحَانَِإِلََِالْْوََارجِِِقاَلُواِلَهُِأَِرأَيَْاَِلَوْ

 لَكَِِفأََْ،اَِإِذَنِْمُقَلِ دٌِعَلِي اًِدِينَكَِارْجِعِْفَلَاِدِينَِ

(The book) ‘Al Ikhtisas’ – Muhammad Bin Ali, from Muhammad Bin Al Hassan, from al Akly Al Hirmany, from 
Salih Bin Aswad Bin San’an Al Ghanawy, from Misma’a Bin Abdullah Al Basry, from a man who said,  

‘When Ali-asws sent Sa’sa Bin Sowhan to the Kharijites, they said to him, ‘What is your view, if 
Ali-asws was with us in our place, will you happen to be with him-asws?’ He said, ‘Yes’. They said, 
‘Then you are an emulator (Muqallid) of Ali-asws in your religion. Return, for there is no religion 
for you!’ 

يقاًِلََِْيَ زَلِْأَِوَِلََِْيَكُنِْرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِإِذَاِاشْاَدَتِِالْْرَْبُِقَدَمَهُِفِِِفَ قَالَِلََمُِْصَعَْ عَةُِوَيْ لَكُمِْأَِلَاِأقَُ لِ دُِمَنِْقَ لَدَِالَلَِّفأََحْسَنَِالاَقْلِيدَِفاَلْطلََعَِبِِمَْرِِاللَِِّ ِصِدِ 
هِِمَكْدُوداًِفِِذَاتِِاللَِِّعَنْهُِيَ عْبُُُِرَسُولُِاللَِِّوَِالْمُسْلِمُوِلََوََاتِِاَِفَ يَطأَُِصِمَاخَِ  نَِِهَاِبَِِخَِْْ هِِوَِيُُْمِدُِلََبََهَاِبَِِدِ 

Sa’sa said to them, ‘Woe be unto you all! Should I not emulate the one-asws whom Allah-azwj 
has Collared (us with), so beautiful is the Taqleed? He-asws understood the Commands of Allah-

azwj truthfully, unceasingly, or did it not happen that whenever the war intensified, would 
advance him-asws in its flames, so he-asws trampled its throat with his-asws soles, freeze its flames 
with his blades, enduring troubles for the Sake of Allah-azwj, passing by Rasool-Allah-saww and 
the Muslims. 

راَجِِالزاَهِرِِوَِصِراَطِِاللَِِّالْمُسْاَقِيمِِوَِسَبِيلِِاللَِِّالْمُقِيمِِقاَتَ لَكُمُِالَلُِّفأَيَْنَِتَْ رفُِونَِوَِأيَْنَِتَْ هَبُونَِوَِإِلََِمَنِْتَ رْغَبُونَِوَِعَمَنِْتَْ دِفُونَِعَنِِالْقَمَرِِالْبَاهِرِِوَِالس ِِ
يقِِالْأَكْبَُِِوَِالْغَرَضِِالْأقََْ ىِتَ رْمُونَِطاَشَاِْعُقُولُكُمِْوَِغَارَتِْحُلُومُكُمِْوَِشَاهَاِْوُجُوهُكُمِْأَنََِّتُ ءْفَكُونَِأَِفِِال  ِِ  دِ 

So, where are your turning to, and where are you going, and to whom are you desiring, and 
whom are you avoiding from, from the brilliant moon, and the bright lamp, and the Path of 
Allah-azwj, the straight, and the Way of Allah-azwj, the established? May Allah-azwj Fight you! 
Where are you going? Is it regarding the greatest truthful and the ultimate purpose you are 
shooting the recklessness of your intellects, and your hopes are drowned, and your faces are 
disfigured?  

ِعِوَِوَصِيَِرَسُولِِاللَِِّصِلَقَدِْسَوَلَاِْلَكُمِْأَ،ْ فُسُكُمِْخُسْراَنًَِمُبِيناًِفَ بُعْداًِوَِلَقَدِْعَلَوْتُُُِالْقُلَةَِمِنَِالْجبََلِِوَِبَاعَدْتُُُِالْعِلَةَِمِنَِالنَهَلِِأَِتَسْاَهْدِفُونَِأمَِيَرِالْمُءْمِنِينَِ
 مِيَنِعَدَلَِبِكُمِْعَنِِالْقَْ دِِالشَيْطاَنُِوَِعَمِيَِبِكُمِْعَنِْوَالِحِِالْمَحَجَةِِالْْرِْمَانُِسُحْقاًِللِْكَفَرَةِِالظاَلِِ

You have been at the top of the mountain and distanced the reason from the attacking. Are 
you targeting Amir Al-Momineen-asws, successor-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww? You have enticed 
yourselves to clear losses. So, remoteness and perdition be for the Kafirs, the unjust. The aim 
of Satanla has turned with you all and had blinded you from the clear argument if the two 
sanctuaries. 
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 اَِفِِالَْدَِيرِِأبَلِْغِْصَاحِبَكَِأنَََِمُقَاتلُِوهُِعَلَىِحُكْمِِاللَِِّوَِالاَنْزيِلِِفَ قَالَِلَهُِعَبْدُِاللَِِّبْنُِوَهْبٍِالراَسِبيَُِّ،طقَْاَِيَاِابْنَِصُوحَانَِبِشِقْشِقَةِِبعَِيٍرِوَِهَدَرْتَِفأََطْنَبِْ

Abdullah Bin Wahab Al-Rasy said to him, ‘O Ibn Sowhan! You are speaking with the foam of a 
camel, and roaring, and you are satisfied in your roar the eloquence of your companion. We 
are fighting him-asws upon a Judgment of Allah-azwj and the Revelation’.  

ِفَ قَالَِعَبْدُِاللَِِّبْنُِوَهْبٍِأبَْ يَاتاًِقاَلَِالْعُكْلِيُِّالْْرِْمَازيُِِّوَِلَاِأدَْريِِأَِهِيَِلَهُِأمَِْلغَِيْرهِِِ

 وََِ،ضْربُِكُمِْحَتَىِيَكُونَِلنََاِالُْْكْمُِ  -كَيِْتَ لْزَمُواِالَْْقَِوَحْدَهُِ

لَهِِيَكُنِْلَكُمِْ بَ عُواِحُكْمَِالْإِ  -إِذَاِمَاِاصْطلََحْنَاِالَْْقُِّوَِالْأَمْنُِوَِالسِ لْمُِ  -فإَِنِْتَ ا ْ

 بِِيَْدِيِرجَِالٍِفِيهِمُِالدِ ينُِوَِالْعِلْمُِ  -وَِإِلَاِفإَِنَِالْمَشْرَفِيَةَِمَُِْ مٌِ

Abdullah Bin Wahab said some couplets. Al-Akly Al-Hirmazy said, ‘And I don’t know is it for 
him or of someone else’ – ‘So that you can necessitate the truth alone, and we shall keep 
striking until the judgment happens to be for us. So, if you were to follow a Judgment of God, 
it would happen to be for you, then we will not adopt the truth and the security and the peace, 
or else the supervision is more honourable, in the hands of the men among whom is the 
religion and the knowledge’. 

ِأَْ،ظرُُِإلِيَْكَِيَاِأَخَاِراَسِبٍِمُرَمَلًاِبِدِمَائِكَِيَُْجُلُِالطَيْرُِبَِِشْلَائِكَِلَاِتَُِ كَِأَنّ ِ يَسْاَحِلُِّذَلِكَِمِنْكُمِْإِمَامٌِفَ قَالَِصَعَْ عَةُ وَِلَاِتَسْمَعُِمِنْكُمِْوَاعِيَةٌِ ابُِلَكُمِْدَاعِيَةٌِ
 هُدًى

Sa’sa said, ‘It is as if I am looking at you, O brother of Rasib, rolling in your blood, the birds 
plucking your body parts. Neither a supplication is being answered for you, nor any 
information is been heard from you. That is released from you by an Imam-asws of guidance’.  

ِقاَلَِالراَسِبيُِ

نَا نَا  -سَيَ عْلَمُِاللَيْثُِإِذَاِالْاَ قَي ْ  -دَوْرَِالرَحَىِعَلَيْهِِأوَِْعَلَي ْ

Al-Rasy said (a couplet), ‘The lion will come to know when we meet whether the grinding of 
the mill is upon him or upon us’.  

 ِقاَبِلُِالاَوْبِِشَدِيدُِالْعِقَابِِوَِغَافِرُِالَ ْ،بِِفإَِذَاِفَ عَلَِذَلِكَِبََ لْنَاِالْمُهَجَِأبَلِْغِْصَاحِبَكَِأنَََِغَيْرُِراَجِعِيَنِعَنْهُِأوَِْيقُِرَِلِلَِِّبِكُفْرهِِِأوَِْيَُْرجَُِعَنِْذَْ،بِهِِفإَِنَِاللََِّ

Deliver to your companion I will not be returning from him-asws. Either he-asws acknowledge to 
Allah-azwj of his-asws Kufr or he-asws exits from his-asws religion, for Allah-azwj is an Accepter of the 
repentance, severe of Punishment, and Forgiver of the sins. So, when he-asws does that, we 
shall make efforts in the battle’.  

ِفَ قَالَِصَعَْ عَةُِ

 عِنْدَِالَ بَاحِِيَُْمَدُِالْقَوْمُِالسُّرَىِ

Sa’sa said (a verse), ‘In the morning the people would be praised secretly’.  
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ِصَلَوَاتُِاللَِِّعَلَيْهِِفأََخْبَُهَُِبِاَِجَرَىِبَ يْنَهُِوَِبَ يْنَهُمِْفَ اَمَثَلَِعَلِيٌِّع ِثُمَِرَجَعَِإِلََِعَلِيٍ 

 -يَداًِبيَِدٍِثُمَِأَسْهَمَاِلِِعَلَىِالسَوَاءِِ  -أرَاَدَِرَسُولَايَِالْوُقُوفَِفَ راَوَحَا

Then he returned to Ali-asws and informed him-asws with what had flowed between him and 
them. Ali-asws gave an example (in prose): ‘My-asws messenger want the pausing, so they went 
hand in hand, then apportioned for me-asws upon the sameness’.  

كََِ بْاُِوَِلَاِِ ِلََ احِبُهُمِْوَِمَا كُِ بْاُِوَِإِنَِلََمُِْأَنِْيَدُورَِفِيهِِرَحَىِالْمُءْمِنِيَنِعَلَىِالْمَارقِِيَنِفَ يَاِِبُ ءْساًِللِْمَسَاكِيِنِيَاِابْنَِصُوحَانَِأمََاِلَقَدِْعُهِدَِإِلََِِفِيهِمِْوَِإِنّ ِ
 وْحِِاللَِِّوَيَُْهَاِحَاْفاًِمَاِأبَْ عَدَهَاِمِنِْرَِ

Misery is for the poor, O Ibn Sowhan! But there is a pact for me-asws regarding them, and I-asws 
am their one to fight them, and neither am I-asws lying nor have I-asws been lied to, and that for 
them is the turning of the mill of the Momineen upon the deviants. O woe! Yet how remote 
are they from the Spirit of Allah-azwj!’ 

ِثُمَِقاَلَِ

 -عَوَابِسُِلَاِيُسْألَْنَِغَيْرَِطِعَانٍِ  -إِذَاِالْْيَْلُِجَالَاِْفِِالْفَتَىِوَِتَكَشَفَاِْ

نَ هَا يعاًِثُمَِفَ رَقَِبَ ي ْ هَاِبَِِحَْْرَِقاَنٍِ  -فَكَرَتِْجَِْ  -سَقَىِرُمَُْهُِمِن ْ

كُِلَِجَبَانٍِ  فَتًىِلَاِيُلَاقِيِالْقَرْنُِإِلَاِبَِ دْرهِِِ  -إِذَاِأرَْعَشَاِْأَحْشَاءُ

Then he-asws said (a poem): ‘When the horses roamed in the wilderness and uncovered the 
frowning, not questioned without stabbing. They all turned together, then there was 
separation between them, he plunged a spear from it into the purest red, so the generation is 
not met except with its chest, when the guts of every coward shivers’. 

 عَوْنُِوَِإلِيَْكَِالْمُشْاَكَىِوَِعَلَيْكَِالاُّكْلَانُِوَِإِيَاكََِ،دْرأَُِفِِنُحُورهِِمِْثُمَِرَفَعَِرأَْسَهُِوَِيَدَهُِإِلََِالسَمَاءِِوَِقاَلَِاللَهُمَِاشْهَدِْثَلَاثاًِقَدِْأعََْ رَِمَنِْأَْ،َ رَِوَِبِكَِالِْ

Then he-asws raised his-asws hands and his-asws head towards the sky and said: ‘O Allah-azwj! Be 
Witness that three have been excused from the warning, and with You-azwj is the Assistance, 
and to You-azwj is the complaint, and upon You-azwj is the reliance, and You-azwj Know Warned 
of their turning.  

نَمَِوَِعَنِْطِيبِِالْمَغْنَمِِوَِأَشَارَِإِلََِأَصْحَابِهِِوَِقاَلَِاسْاَعِدُّواِلعَِدُو كُِمِِْأَبََِالْقَوْمُِإِلَاِتَماَدِياًِفِِالْبَاطِلِِوَِيََْبََِالَلُِّإِلَاِالَْْقَِفأَيَْنَِيَْ هَبُِبِكُمِْعَنِْحَطَبِِجَهَِ
ِاللَِِّثُمَِقَ رأََِعَلَيْهِمِْآخِرَِسُورَةِِآلِِعِمْراَنَِ.فإََِ،كُمِْغَالبُِوهُمِْبِِِذْنِِ

The group refused except to be deliberately in the falsehood, and Allah-azwj Refused except 
the truth. So, where are they going with you, from the firewood of Hell and from the goodness 
of the booty?’ – and he-asws gestured towards his-asws companions and said: ‘Prepare for your 
enemies, for you will overcome by the Permission of Allah-azwj!’ Then he-asws recited to them 
the end of Surah Aal-e-Imran (chapter 3)’’.12 

 
12ِBihar Al Anwaar – V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H 624 
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APPENDIX IV 

Selection of a Religious Guide by words of others 

ِبْنِِسَعِيدٍِعَنِْإِبْ راَهِيمَِبْنِِأَبِِالْبِلَادِِعَنِْ ِبَ عْضِِأَصْحَابِهِِعَنِْأَبِِالَْْسَنِِمُوسَىِعِقاَلَِِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيَُْيََِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِِالْْسَُيْنِ
سْلَامُِفَ يُ قَالُِلَهُِمَنِْ،بَِيُّكَِفَ يَ قُولُِمَُُمَدٌِفَ يُ قَالُِمَنِْإِمَامُكَِِيُ قَالُِللِْمُءْمِنِِفِِقَبُْهِِِمَنِْرَبُّكَِقاَلَِفَ يَ قُولُِالَلُِّفَ ي ُِ قَالُِلَهُِمَاِدِينُكَِفَ يَ قُولُِالْإِ

كَِيْفَِعَلِمْاَِبَِ لِكَِفَ يَ قُولُِأمَْرٌِهَدَانِّالَلُِّلَهُِوَِثَ بَ اَنِِِعَلَيْهِِفَ يُ قَالُِ ،َ وْمَةًِلَاِحُلُمَِفِيهَاِ،َ وْمَةَِالْعَرُوِ،ِثُمَِيُ فْاَحُِِِلَهُِنَِْفَ يَ قُولُِفُلَانٌِفَ يُ قَالُ
ِعَجِ لِْقِيَامَِالسَاعَةِِ بَابٌِإِلََِالْجنََةِِفَ يَدْخُلُِعَلَيْهِِمِنِْرَوْحِهَاِوَِرَيَُْانِهاَِفَ يَ قُولُِيَاِرَبِ  لَعَلِ يِأرَْجِعُِإِلََِأَهْلِيِوَِمَالِِوَِيُ قَالُِللِْكَافِرِِِِِلَهُِ

عْاُِالنَاَ،ِِ نِْربَُّكَِفَ يَ قُولُِالَلُِّفَ يُ قَالُِمَنِْ،بَِيُّكَِفَ يَ قُولُِمَُُمَدٌِفَ يُ قَالُِمَاِدِينُكَِمَِ سْلَامُِفَ يُ قَالُِمِنِْأيَْنَِعَلِمْاَِذَلِكَِفَ يَ قُولُِسمَِ فَ يَ قُولُِالْإِ
كَِمَاِيَُ وبُِالرَصَاصُِثُمَِيعُِيدَانِِفِيهِِِيَ قُولوُنَِفَ قُلْاُهُِفَ يَضْربَِا،هِِِبِِرْزَبةٍَِلَوِِاجْاَمَعَِعَلَِ ْ،سُِوَِالجِْنُِّلََِْيطُِيقُوهَاِقاَلَِفَ يَُ وبُ هَاِالثَ قَلَانِِالْإِ ي ْ

رِْقِيَامَِالسَاعَةِِ ِأَخِ  ِمِنِْنََرٍِفَ يَ قُولُِيَاِرَبِ  ِلَوْحَيْنِ   الرُّوحَِفَ يُولَعُِقَ لْبُهُِبَيْنَ

In another tradition, after answering questions on Rab-azwj, Prophet-saww, and Imam-asws, there 
will be a further question from the deceased about the Imam, as he will be asked: ‘How did 
you come to the know that he is your Imam?  He (the deceased) will reply: It is a matter to 
which Allah-azwj Guided me and kept me steadfast therewith.’  It then will be said to him: ‘Rest 
to sleep without dreams like a sleep of newly wedded person.’  A door to Paradise is then 
opened to him through, which fragrance and happiness of Paradise continue to come to him.  
…… 

An unbeliever is asked: ‘Who is your Lord?  He replies: ‘Allah-azwj is my Lord.  He is then asked: 
Who is your Prophet?  He replies: ‘Mohammed-saww is my Prophet.’  He is then asked: ‘What 
is your religion?’  He replies: Islam is my religion.’  He is then asked:  How did you come to 
know it?’  He replies: ‘People said so and so did I.  The two angels will then strike him with a 
war club on his head such that even all man and Jinn together cannot bear (its pain).  The 
Imam-asws said: ‘He will melt like lead.  Then they (the angels) will return his soul to his body 
and place his heart between two boards of fire and he will plead: ‘O Lord, please delay the 
coming of the Day of Judgment.’ 

From the above hadith, it is clear anyone selecting an Imam for guidance or taking religion 
from anyone other than who has been appointed by Allah-azwj, will surely be treated as a 
‘Kafir’.13   

 

 
ي ج : 3 ص : 238 13

 H. 11 ,الكافن
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Fitna (Strife) Occurs when a man does Taqleed of 

another man: 

عنه،ِعنِالْسنِبنِعليِبنِفضال،ِعنِعاصمِبنِحْيد،ِعنِمُمدِبنِمسلم،ِعنِأبِِجعفرِعليهِالسلام،ِقال:ِخطبِأميرِِ
كِلامِالله،ِيقلدِفيهاِرجا لِِالمءمنينِعليهِالسلامِالنا،ِفقال:ِأيهاِالنا،ِإنماِبدءِوقوعِالفتنِأهواءِتابع،ِوأحكامِتبادع،ِيُالفِفيها

ِيُفِعلىِذيِحجى،ِولوِأنِالْقِخلصِلَِيكنِاخالاف،ِولكنِيءخ ِمنِه اِلغثِومنِه اِِرجالا،ِولوِأنِالباطلِخلصِلَ
 لغثِفيمزجانِفيجيئانِمعا،ِفهنالكِاساحوذِالشيطانِعلىِأوليائه،ِونجاِال ينِسبقاِلَمِمنِاللهِالْسنىِِ

From him, from Al-Hassan Bin Ali Bin Fazaal, from Aasim Bin Hameed, from Muhammad Bin Muslim,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far-asws having said: ‘Amir-ul-Momineen-asws addressed the 
people:  

‘O you people! But rather, the beginning of the occurrence of the Fitna (Strife) is from the 
following of the desires, and rulings which have been innovated, in which the Speech of 
Allah-azwj is opposed, in which a man emulates (does Taqleed) of a man. And if the falsehood 
was pure, the one with arguments would not fear it; and if the Truth was pure, there would 
be no differing. But, they take a handful of this, and a handful of that, so they mix up the two 
and come with these two. So, it is over that, the Satan-la enchains his-la friends, those for whom 
the goodness has preceded from Allah-azwj attain salvation (21:101)’.14  

 

 
14 Al Mahaasin – V 1 Bk 5 H 74 


