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saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla

asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam

AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak

ra: - Razi Allah=2

La: - Laan Allah

In the Name of Allah®*% the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah??% Lord?* of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=®*% and his*®¥¥ Purified Progeny?"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Authenticity of a Hadith and its Criteria

Summary:

Most Muslims, for_Ahadith authentication, check if a Hadith is in accordance with the Holy
Quran. This is difficult as Quranic Verses have multiple meanings and interpretations, so they
have mostly relied upon a man-made principle of the IImul Rejal (scrutinising the characters
of the Hadith narrators, if they are honest).

However, as we will find in this article, that a Hadith needs to be in accordance with the Holy
Quran or in accordance with other Ahadith of Rasool Allah=®"¥, so there is no role of IImul
Rejal in establishing the authenticity of a Hadith. As a general guideline, Masomeen?**s have
forbidden us from taking Ahadith from hypocrites who have frequently lied and fabricated
Ahadith for worldly gains and due to their animosity against Ahl Al-Bayt®"“s, these Ahadith
fabricators are identified in Ahadith of Masomeen™®"“s, so therefore, again the criteria of
Hadith authentication lies in the Holy Quran or the Ahadith.

Introduction:

It is very important to act on authentic Ahadith, as Rasool-Allah™s2"¥ |eft behind ‘o) — the

Book and the Sunnah (Ahl Al-Bayt?®"*) for us to follow, for example:

AVl ‘5».9 D6 aly (4T g ade & Jo) ) Jouy JB 1B ccul o dyy e OBLE Ly a2 ) gl g (kI
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‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘I*®W am leaving behind among you all, two weighty things — the Book
of Allah®i and Ali**"s Bin Abu Talib%s; and Ali®%s is superior for you all than the Book of
Allah?™i because he®"s is the interpreter for you of the Book of Allah-#2"’ 1

186 waw 161 g 1l 378 105l sls))
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We need (authentic) Ahadith for our worship and deeds, as well as for the interpretation of
the Holy Quran.

We quote three Ahadith below:
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Abu Abdullah®"s said:” The one who interprets the Quran by his opinion, and he is correct,
he would (still) not be Recompensed, and if he errs, its sin would be upon him”’.?
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‘Ali®Ws Bin Al-Husayn2s%s said: ‘The most superior of the deeds in the Presence of Allah??%i is
what is performed by (following) the Sunnah, and even though it may be little’.?

.mwwgf@%&@’ﬂ?“@“w

Y

(It has been narrated) from lJa’far?®w“s, from his®%s forefathers®"“s, from Amir Al-
Momineen@"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah™®"% said: ‘There is no word except with the deed,
and there is neither a word nor a deed except with an intention, and there is neither a word
nor a deed nor an intention except with attaining the Sunnah’.?

How does one find Authentic Ahadith?

The next question that arises; how does one find authentic Ahadith so that one can act
according to the Sunnah and interpret Quranic Verses? One criterion is presented from both
Shia and non-Shia sources: an authentic Hadith must be in accordance with the Quran.

ujbgju(au\w)wwd\“e};jri;\ fwup,w;@\du;ubudd@\ Jel 2y Ai2
A A Sl G 2t g A 60 B D 28 asis G TS & (T ade 1 Lo ) 8
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3 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 7
4 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 9
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Abu Abdullah@"s said: ‘The prophet™*®"¥ addressed (the people) at Mina, so he®"" said: ‘O
you people! Whatever comes to you all from me=@¥" which is in accordance with the Book of
Allah#%, so I have said it, and whatever comes to you opposing the Book of Allah?%, so
I*2W did not say it”’.>

Another criterion to establish the authenticity of Ahadith is presented in the same chapter of
Al-Kafi and immediately following the above Hadith; that is to verify a Hadith with other
Ahadith (words of Rasool Allah=2¥%), This Hadith is also found in other Shia Ahadith books®
(e.g., Al-Mahasin). These Ahadith are presented below.

First Hadith on the Authenticity of Ahadith:

s0 40
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah?*s about the differing in the Ahadith being reported by the ones we
trust with it and the ones we do not trust with it’. He®% said: ‘Whenever a Hadith arrives to
you and you find evidence for it from the Book of Allah®¥, or from the words of Rasool-
Allah®"¥ (fine), or else, the one which came to you which was the closest with it (the Book)’.”

Second Hadith on the Authenticity of Ahadith:
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‘l asked Abu Abdullah"s about the differing in the Hadith, shall | report it from the one whom
| trust it with, and among them were ones whom | do not trust with it?’ So he™®"* said: ‘When
a Hadith is reported to you, and you find evidence for it from the Book of Allah-**", or from
the words of Rasool-Allah*®"%, and whoever, he who brought it to you is more deserving of
it (True Hadith)’.?

Third Hadith on the Authenticity of Ahadith:
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And from Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Abdullah Bin Muhammad, from Ali Ibn Al Hakam, from Aban Bin Usman,
from Abdullah Bin Abu Ya'four who said that it was narrated to him from Al Husayn Bin Abu Al A’la, who was
present with Ibn Abu Ya’four in this gathering, says:

‘| asked Abu Abd Allah™3s%s about the differences in Hadith, narrated from one whom we trust
and from those whom we do not trust’. He"*%s said: ‘If a Hadith is referred to you and you
find a witness for it from the Book of Allah-?*¥i or from the statements of the Messenger of
Allahsa"¥, then its authentic, otherwise give it back to the one who brought it’.%°

Hence, one can confirm the authenticity of a Hadith by verifying it either from the Quran (if
one has the knowledge of Quran with respect to the earlier Hadith -

z z
-~

Lz 5 W& s 5 G 5 kel 5 15.6) or from the_words of Rasool-Allah™s?¥ (other

Ahadith).

What about gradings of Ahadith (Sahih, Dhaeef, Mawdu.....)?

First Non-Shia scholars categorised and graded Ahadith, a similar approach was also later
embraced by Shia scholars — by borrowing their ‘usool’ (principles) — that is the Biographical
evaluation (ilm ad-diraya, ‘ilm ar-rijal): i.e., a Hadith is characterised either Sahih, Hasan,
Dhaeef,....employing these principles.

So, what is the basis of Ahadith grading?

The criteria of grading Ahadith was based on ‘Tafseer Bil Ra'yi’ (interpretation by opinion), of
the following Quranic Verse:

9 Al Mahaasin—V 1 Bk 5 H 145
19\Wasail ul Shia, H. 33344
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O you who believe! If a transgressor comes to you with news, then investigate, lest you
harm a people in ignorance, and you would become remorseful upon what you have done
[49:6]

In the Holy Verse [49:6], Allah-*" has already Said that if a transgressor brings a piece of news,
then investigate the news - as it could either be correct or false ‘news’. In the event of correct
news, one has to accept the news - even if it was originally being reported by a
transgressor/unreliable person! This would eradicate the reliance of the above man-made
criteria, i.e., ilm ad-diraya, ‘ilm ar-rijal - but why? Let’s revisit the earlier (Second Hadith
above):

When it was asked from Imam=2sws:

‘l asked Abu Abdullah@"s about the differing in the Hadith, shall | report it from the one whom
| trust it with, and among them were ones whom | do not trust with it?’ So, he " said: ‘When
a Hadith is reported to you, and you find evidence for it from the Book of Allah-*", or from
the words of Rasool-Allah*2%%, then he who brought it to you is more deserving of it (so
believe in him if authentic, or return it to him if it cannot be verified)’.!!

Imam Al-Reza®"* Refuted false Ahadith from the Quran as well as from
Ahadith

Based on the criteria of the Hadith above (that a Hadith is to be compared with the Book or
Words of Rasool Allah=2¥%), Imam Ali Al-Reza®"* refuted several fabricated Ahadith, in the
court of Al- Al-Ma’mum Al-Rashid, when a deliberate attempt was made to praise some
unworthy companions of Rasool Allah™@WW:

58T g e gl g 2 o 08 s ol Vel 814 £ B A S T Gy 5 gl

‘And it is reported that Al-Mamoun, after having got his daughter Umm Al-Fazl married to
Abu Ja’far®"“s, was in a gathering and in his presence were Abu Ja’far®%s, and Yahya Bin
Aksam, and a large group.

WDUAEEIE 5 oD sy Jep s Bl el Ao d e dEe BT FU0E
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Yahya Bin Aksam said to him™?V%s, ‘O son®"* of Rasool-Allah®"¥! What are you®"“* saying
regarding the Hadith which is being reported that Jibraeel® had descended unto Rasool-Allah

11" Al Mahaasin — V 1 Bk 5 H 145
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saww gnd said: ‘O Muhammad=®*"! Allah?*"/ Mighty and Majestic Conveys the Greetings to
yous™W and Says to you™sWW: ‘Ask Abu Bakr, is he pleased with Me?, for 1% am Pleased
with him!”’

° %
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Abu Ja’far@®%s said: ‘I°**%* am not a denier of the merit of Abu Bakr, but it obligated upon the
owner (reporter) of this Hadith that he takes an example of the Hadith which Rasool-Allah
SaWW had said during the farewell Hajj: ‘The liars upon me*®"¥ have become a lot, and they will
be becoming ever more. The one who lies upon me deliberately, so let him assume his seat
from the Fire! So, whenever a Hadith comes to you, then present it to the Book of Allah-2%i
and my Sunnah. Whatever is in accordance with the Book of Allah®*¥ and my Sunnah, take
with it, and whatever opposes the Book of Allah?*l and my2"% Sunnah, do not take with it.

dal s e ) O 02 g0l g st Ll 5 LY Gl A 5 W J6 A s s i o
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And this Hadith is not in accordance with the Book of Allah-#%i, Allah-#? the Exalted Said: And
We Created the human being, and We know what his mind suggests to his self, and We are
nearer to him than his jugular vein [50:16]. Would Allah?¥ Mighty and Majestic Hide from
him the pleasure of Abu Bakr from his anger until He®" Asks from His* hidden secrets?
This is impossible in the intellects!’

L2 e 5 e S N g ek 5 G T B By B 5 BT 0 2 J6

Then Yahya Bin Aksam said, ‘And it has been reported that an example of Abu Bakr and Umar
in the earth is like an example of Jibraeel® and Mikaeel™ in the sky’.

550 L el B 5 15 ) Gats okt & ol e 5 s 0N g 8 0T L2 Ll s 5 0
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He % said: ‘And this as well obligates that one looks into it, because Jibraeel® and Mikaeel
3 are ones of proximity to Allah®¥, They? do not disobey Allah®™% at all, nor do they
separate from His®" obedience for one moment, and these two (Abu Bakr and Umar) had
associated with Allah®* Mighty and Majestic, and they became Muslims after the Shirk, and
most of their days (life) were in Shirk with Allah?¥, It is therefore impossible that these two
can be resembled with those two’.

o 0ok W by T g8 BT Ll g 35 5 2 6

Yahya said, ‘And it has been reported as well that these two (Abu Bakr and Umar) are two
chiefs of the elderly people of the Paradise. So, what you?"s saying regarding it?’
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He % said: ‘And this Hadith is an impossibility as well because the people of Paradise, all of
them would be youths, and there will not happen to be any elderly among them. And this
Hadith has been placed by the clan of Umayya in order to oppose the Hadith which Rasool-
Allah®"" said regarding Al-Hassan?"s and Al-Husayn?"s, that they " are two chiefs of the
youths of people of Paradise’.
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Note: The Sheykh said in ‘Talkhees Al Shafy’, ‘And as for the Hadith which comprises that these
two (Abu Bakr and Umar) are two chiefs of the elderly people of Paradise’, so the one who
contemplates on the origin of this Hadith with an eye of fairness would know that it was placed
during the days of the clan of Umayya in contradiction to what is reported from his*®"" words,
may the Salawaat of Allah™®?" be upon him=°“", regarding Al-Hassan®"s and Al-Husayns"s
that they®"* are two chiefs of the youths of people of Paradise, and their®"s father®"s js
better than them™"*’.
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And this Hadith, which is claiming it had been reported from Ubeydullah Bin Umar, and the
state of Ubeydullah in turning away from People " of the Household is well known and is as
well like the one pulling to himself.

) 5y e e LT ol of i) (3 s o S oo LT i) Lol JggST I palsiy Ay OF o sl Y T e
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(It is) based upon that it is not vacant from that it is intended by its words, ‘Two chiefs of the
elderly people of Paradise’ — they are chiefs of elderly of the ones who are in the Paradise, or

it is intended that they are two chiefs of the ones from the elderly of the world who would be
entering the Paradise.
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So if it were the first, that is false because Rasool-Allah=“" has made us aware and the
community is united upon that entirety of the people of Paradise would be hairless, tall, and
an elderly would not enter it.
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And if it were the second, so that is a repellent and contradictory to the Hadith, the concurred
upon its reporting from his*" words regarding Al-Hassan*"* and Al-Husayn ", may the
greetings be upon them®"%s, that they®"s are two chiefs of the youths of the people of
Paradise and their®"s father?"s js better than them "*’,
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(This is) because this Hadith contradicts, they are two chiefs of every one who enters the
Paradise when no one except the youths would be entering it. So Abu Bakr and Umar, and
every elderly in the world are included in the totality that they®"* would be their chiefs.

or B e el Legde Lo 5 ) 3 JseS) s S i o LRI Jae 9 SO LT OF 2t 09y sl )
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And the Hadith, which is reported, contradicts, Abu Bakr and Umar are their®“s chiefs from
where they are two chiefs of the elderly in the word, and they " are from the totality of the
ones who are elderly in the world’.
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Yahya Bin Aksan said, ‘And it is reported that Umar Bin Al-Khattab is a lantern of the people
of Paradise’.
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He % said: ‘And this as well is impossible, because in the Paradise there are Angels of Allah"
awi the ones of proximity, and Adams and Muhammad**"" and entirety of the Prophets and
the Messengers ™, can they not be illuminated except the by the Noor of Umar?’
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Note: But the apparent from the Words of the Exalted: Reclining therein upon the couches,
neither seeing (heat of a) sun therein nor intense cold [76:13], and Words of the Exalted:

They and their wives would be in shades, reclining upon the couches [36:56]. The Paradise,
there isn’t any darkness in it until one could be needy to the lantern.

S ol e 5 S 5 o 36 5 % O
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Yahya said, ‘And it has been reported that the tranquillity speaks upon the tongue of Umar’.
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He@Ws said: ‘%S am not a denier of the merits of Umar, but Abu Bakr is superior to Umar.
He had said on top of the pulpit, ‘There is a Satan™ for me appearing to me. So whenever |
deviate, then guide me!”

asenl O 5 (gl G Jo sl OB WSt e 5 Sle ey ol Al SIS ad e pd aged 5 I JB
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Note: He had said that and resembling it, more than once. From that are his words, ‘l am ruling
upon you, and | am not the best of you. If you were to see me upon the truth, then assist me,
and if you see me upon the falsehood, then guide me’.
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And his words, ‘But, by Allah®**i! | am not the best of you all, and | had been abhorrent to this
position of mine, and | would have loved it if there was someone among you who could suffice
me. Are you thinking that | shall be conducting among you all with the Sunnah of Rasool-Allah
saww? Then | shall not be standing by it. Rasool-Allah*®"% was protected by the Revelation, and
there was an Angel with him>®", and for me there is a Satan™® appearing to me. Whenever |
am angry, then stay away from me. If | don’t prefer regarding your poems and your news then
look after me. If | am straight, then assist me, and if | am crooked, then straighten me’.
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The Seyyid Husayn Bahr Al Uloom said in the notes of ‘Talkhees Al Shafy’ V 2 P 9, ‘And with
these expressions and its resembling, you will find books of the people filled with it. Refer to
‘Musnad’ of Ahmad V 1 P 14, and ‘Al Riyaz Al Nazara’ V 1 P 170, and ‘Kanz Al Ammal’ V 3 P
126, and ‘Tabaqgaat Ibn Sa’ad’ V 3 P 139, and ‘Al Imamah Wa Al Siyasa’ V1 P 16, and ‘Tareekh’
of Al Tabari V 3 P 210, and ‘Seerah’ of Ibn Hisham V 4 P 340.

fb s 158 0 2 7wl sl 5 234 0 2 2 sV 0ge 5 (661 0 2 7 e 5551 anddl 3 5 J1)
o Lz WS cuid 5134 o 1 - st G il 2 5388 0 3 7 a5t 3 47 o Lol sl
o) S e S s 5 27 o s Y ) 5 6

Page 11 of 28




‘Authenticity of a Hadith and its Criteria www.hubeali.com

I (Majlisi) am saying, ‘And in ‘Al Tab’at Al Akheera’, from it V 2 P 661, and ‘Uyoon Al Akhbar’
V2 P 234, and ‘Al Iqd’ of Al Fareed V 2 P 158, and ‘Tareekh Al Khulafa’ of Al Suyuti P 47, and
‘Al Seerah Al Hakabiya’ V 3 P 388, and ‘Sharah’ of Ibn Al Hadeed V 1 P 134, and ‘Tahzeeb Al
Kamaal V 1 P 6, and ‘Al Majtana’ of Ibn Dareyd P 27, and other such, a lot from the books of
the people.

POIORIOL BN P R P

Yahya said, ‘It is being reported that the Prophet=®¥" said; ‘If I*®¥% had not been Sent, Umar
would have been Sent (as Prophet™s)’.
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He 2" said: ‘The Book of Allah-#¥ is more truthful than this Hadith. Allah??" is Saying in His
azwj Book: And when We Took from the Prophets, their Covenants, and from you, and from
Noah [33:7]. Allah®*¥ had Taken the Covenant of the Prophets, so how is it possible that
He?2%i would Replace His#" Covenant, and the Prophets? did not commit Shirk even for the
blink of an eye?

andht 3 oo G5 5T 5 8 o B 0525 06 5 Ay B3 as T BT 05 AT e agly bay LS

How can He?™i Send with the Prophet-hood someone who had committed Shirk, and most
of his days were with the Shirk with Allah-#"? And Rasool-Allah2%% was a Prophet®"V while
Adam™ was between the spirit and the body!’
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Yahya Bin Aksam said, ‘And it is being reported that the Prophet®"¥ said: ‘The Revelation was
not Withheld from me=®"¥ at all except I®"% thought it had been Revealed upon the family
of Al-Khattab”'.

SO G 35 ) e dleta 0 Q5 S0 J6 w3 L;dp&i\qwm)};wawL;mjth
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He@%s said: ‘And this is impossible because it is not allowed that the Prophet=2¥" would doubt
regarding his*®" own Prophet-hood. Allah??¥i the Exalted Said: Allah Chooses messengers
from among the Angels and from the people; surely Allah is Hearing, Seeing [22:75]. How is

it possible that the Prophet-hood would be transferred from the one Allah#¥ the Exalted had
Chosen to the one who was committing Shirk with Him™=2%?’

ek VL G W Ok 05 5 06 e 2D O g 28T 25 2 06
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Yahya Bin Aksam said, ‘It is reported that the Prophet™=2¥¥ said: ‘If the Punishment were to
descend, no one would be saved from it except Umar”’.
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He®%s said: ‘This is impossible as well. Allah?% the Exalted is Saying: And Allah was not going
to Punish them while you were among them, nor would Allah Punish them while they are
seeking Forgiveness [8:33]. The Glorious has Informed that He®¥ will not Punish anyone for
as long as Rasool-Allah*®"% is among them, and for as long as they (people) are seeking
Forgiveness of Allah??¥ the Exalted”.?

‘Tafseer Bil Ra'yi’ (Interpretation by Opinion) is Absolutely Forbidden:

There is no leeway for people to interpret the Holy Verses as per their opinion (Tafseer Bil
Ra'yi):

o O e el o asle il o e Wi 1B (S g e W 1B el o e o e
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(It has been narrated) from Ali®"s Bin Musa Al-Reza@®"*, from his?@¥s forefathers®%s, from
Amir Al-Momineen"“s having said: ‘Allah-**%, Majestic is His**" Majesty Said: “He has not
believed in Me??, the one who interprets My Speech by his opinion, and he has not
recognised Me?*¥ the one who resembles Me?? with My2*" creatures, and he is not upon

My22¥ Religion, the one who utilises the analogy in My22¥i Religion”’.13

There are a large number of Holy Verses, where the apparent meanings derived from Arabic
text are completely different when looking up the Tafseer of these Verses from Ahadith, these
verses are identified in ‘Tafseer Hub-e-Ali (asws) | (hubeali.com)’

In particular, one may look at the Holy Verses regarding the ‘Isma’ (Infallibility) of Prophets"
as where the opposite of the superficial meanings of these Verses must be taken - otherwise
one would believe that the Prophets™ had erred in the world (Nouzobillah). See for example:

{48:2} s bio Sloadsg Sl s g5 6 g 3135 0 518 G 0 U 223

12 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 50, The book of History — Muhammad Bin Ali***, Ch 4 H 6
13 4 /116 1 (\a)’LLJV A.:LC) Lp}h )L‘,j Oses
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For Allah to Forgive you what has preceded from your sins and what is delayed, and
Complete His Favour upon you and Guide you on a Straight Path [48:2]

<36, 8T . - g W88 PPN ofr 4 0 g Ao S oo ot Lo AFx
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.....Thus did Adam disobey his Lord, and allow himself to be seduced (20:121)
RIS & 5 S S Ay ot owd 3 3B Bk o] OF £l ol a3 3 o 15

(2187}

And remember Thun-nun (Yunus-Jonah), when he departed in wrath: He imagined that We
had no power over him! (21:87)

{12:24} Goalsdd Gtie 0 £ sleindls 1,20 2 528 SIS 5 s (6T 3 V5 s 23g.0y 250 185
And (with passion) did she desire him, and he would have desired her (12:24)

All Prophets™s are Infallible (Masoom), hence the real meanings of the above Holy Verses are
opposite to their apparent meanings, for further explanation, see Ahadith in Appendix .

Finally, we present a Hadith here, which very well summarises all the above:

Why leave the ‘Grand River’ and drink from (muddy) puddles?

oo 2iE ) sl onl Gl dle OB S5 ga ge s 2l @ 0200 5 3L BkE A1 e T 6
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Abu Abdullah@%s said: ‘They are licking (from) the (muddy) puddle and are leaving out the

grand river!” He®"s was asked about the meaning of that. He™®"* said: ‘Knowledge of the

Prophets® with its secrets. Allah?** have Revealed it to Muhammad=®"¥, and Muhammad-

saWW made all of that to be with Ali-asws” 14

Also in another Hadith:
S 635 U b bl 6 085 5 2ol Sa e JG g

(And he?"Ys said: ‘You are licking from the (muddy) puddle and are leaving the mighty river!’
It was said, ‘What do you™®%“s mean by that?’

NE ¢ A xi Jl AL SV T Hids g ?,fﬂf vws\ de o A Jsls 4 S I 5; Jé
T ks e gl g 2l 053

14 Bihar Al-Awaar — V 40, The book of History — Amir Al-Momineen ", Ch 93 H 54 / 22
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He 2% said: ‘Allah2?¥i Revealed to Rasool-Allah=2"" Taught the Prophets?* His#" Secrets and
Allah#% Taught him*"% what they® did not know. He®¥ divulged that, all of it to Amir Al-
Momineen@%, | said, ‘So Ali*"s happened to be more knowledgeable than some of the
Prophets?.

gl U (] e 5 oo bl i o B 0555 ) T 16 s 55 s 5 B O U

(Y1 ks e el e i e die A 1S as
Allah% Mighty and Majestic Opens the hearing of the ones He®¥ so Desires to. I?*%s am
saying that Rasool-Allah™®"¥ contained the knowledge of entirety of the Prophets?* and Allah

22w Taught him*®" what they did not know, and he®** made all of that to be with Ali@"s,
and you are saying Ali®"* is more knowledgeable than some of the Prophets2s?’

Al A 5 6 5 J6F 00 B Was 5 sl 33 % Ol g e 2 o0 s Qi dgE 56
Then he®"Ys recited Words of the Exalted: The one with whom was the knowledge from the

Book [27:40], then separated between his®VYs fingers and placed them upon his@%s chest,
then said: ‘By Allah??, and with us?"* is knowledge of the Book, all of it!”’*>

Imam™®** Rebukes those who do not follow Sunnah (Ahadith):

R 5 06T 22 et o e 5 LD el T 22 B o el 22 W 3 082 5 0T 22 Gl 0 Bhe
o5 Ay 6 JUS s Ok Y eled &) i U 06 s el s 22 At T (ol e ) s G o2
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®%s, said, ‘He™®"* was asked a question, and he?Ws
answered with regards to it.

So, the man said, ‘The jurists are not saying this!” So he?®"* said: ‘O woe be unto you! And
have you ever seen a jurist at all?” A jurist who is rightfully a jurist is the one ascetic in the

world, the desirous regarding the Hereafter, the one attached with the Sunnah (Ahadith) of
the Prophetsaww’ 16

What to do when a Hadith opposes a Hadith?

G iy el S W S8 06 e i e ol 2 ) e sl s 5 -

15 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 40, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen®"*, Ch 95 H 12
16 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 8
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‘| said to Al-Reza®"s, ‘What should we do with the two differing Ahadith?’

J
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He % said: ‘When two differing Hadith come to you, then look at what the general Muslims
are opposing, so take it, and look at what is compatible with their Ahadith, so leave it”.'’

Gle 35 s Gag s ¢ el wiall Al EIE 106 s o ad 2 U 1 ;;}J\ oF SBTIREN 2 G ) e Gslall 3 esliny XE
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‘| said to Al-Abd Al-Salih2%s (7th Imam2s*s), ‘Is there any leeway for us, regarding what comes
to us from you®%s, except for the submission to it?’

L’J\:c;:ﬁu\?;\;ii:mg\?;njﬁtjﬁé
He % said: ‘No, by Allah?! There is no leeway for you except for the submission to us2"<.
b uglis B e it g M Jfoe s el

| said, ‘But if something is being reported from Abu Abdullah"s, and its opposite is being
reported from you™"s, which of the two should we take?’

236438 5 L g SHIRSI BN Es Jé

He®"s said: ‘Take with whatever the (general) people oppose, and whatever the people do
concur with, shun it.12

s oy A G Gl BB 6 B e 5 82 2l 2 e e sy 5 -

‘| said to Al-Reza®"s, “‘What should we do with the two differing Ahadith?’

7
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He % said: ‘When two differing Hadith come to you, then look at what the general Muslims
are opposing, so take it, and look at what is compatible with their Ahadith, so leave it”.1°

17 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S2 Ch 29 H 19
18 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S2 Ch 29 H 18
19 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S2 Ch 29 H 19
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‘From Abdul Rahman, son of Abu Abdullah®"Ys, from Abu Abdullah®"“s, having said: ‘When
two differing Hadeeth are referred to you, then present these upon the Book of Allah??¥. So,
whatever is in accordance with the Book of Allah?%, take it, and whatever opposes the Book
of Allah@%, |eave it. But, if you do not find these two in the Book of Allah?, then present
these upon the Hadeeth of the general Muslims, and whatever is in accordance with their
Hadeeth, leave it, and whatever opposes their Hadeeth, take it”.2°

Why does one need Ahadith to interpret the Holy Quran?

ST AN i oo Jlr ) Jsie anl Loy 15 (D) ade) e U cne 1 JB (lnd) o 2 Sl e

‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"s saying: ‘There is nothing more remote from the intellects of the
men than the interpretation (Tafseer) of the Quran?’.2?
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‘Abu Abdullah@"s said: ‘O Jabir! The Quran has an interior, and for the interior there is an
exterior’. Then said, ‘O Jabir! And there isn’t anything more remote from the intellects of the
men than it. The Verse, its beginning has been Revealed regarding something, and its middle
is regarding something, and its ending is regarding something, and it is a Speech which is
continuously changing upon its perspectives’.??

Don’t take from Hypocrites pointed out by Masomeen#"*:

There were habitual liars and hypocrites who held animosity against Ahl Al-Bayt?®"* and
frequently fabricated Ahadith, about them we find in Ahadith which tell us not to take
Ahadith from them or are cursed by the Mamomeen#%s, e.g., Ibn Hilal who was cursed by

20 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 29 H 20
57 st g
225 /300 : i (2 /11 :1 LA
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the 11" Imam-asws for interfering in the religion, i.e., fabricating Ahadith, see the Hadith
below.

bl 3 A0 DNl L G A 3 VG 5 550 b 5 AR K e oo B Ut aslsl 22 et B ¢ G

And he®%s said, and he™®"s had been asked about Ahadith of Rasool-Allah*®"% —from a report
by Al-Shaby, from Zirar Bin Zamrah, and Abd Khayr who both said, ‘It was said to him™"s,
‘What is the cause of differing of the people in the Hadith?’

2
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He?2W%s (Amr Al-Momineen@%*) said: ‘The people are four — a hypocrite manifesting Al-Islam
while his heart refuses the Eman. He has no problems with the lying. He lies upon Rasool-
Allah=s@¥W deliberately. Had the people known his state, they would not be taking from him
(the Ahadith), but they said, ‘A companion of Rasool-Allah?*7, so they took his words.
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And Allah®™ has Informed about the hypocrites with what He®" Informed, and Described
them with what He**" Described. They lived after him and they drew closer to the straying
leaders and the callers to the Fire with the falsehood and the slanders. So they made them in
charge of the offices and made them upon necks of the people. So they ate the world with
them, and rather they are followers of the kings except the one whom Allah-?"i the Exalted
Protects.

s e Bl uad a8 e 3B g e g J5h s 20 5 S8 F G a8 3T Jok e B 0585 e 05
And a man heard Rasool-Allah®"¥ saying a word, or saw him®¥ doing a deed, then he was
absent from him=®"“, and that word and deed were abrogated, and he did not know that
what he is narrated with had been abrogated, and had the people known as well it is
abrogated, they would not have transmitted (Ahadith) from him.

4 e Y -3 as s W e s Ao 31 5 e s V35 Jp o A U5l et 185 5

And a man heard Rasool-Allah™®"% saying a word, so he had delusion in it, and had the people
known he had delusion in it, they would not have narrated from him nor worked with it.

VR PPN ERAIIC) SNy R ES

And a man who did not lie but was not absent. He narrated with what he heard and acted
with it.
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As for the first (hypocrites who deliberately lied), there is not reliance with his report nor is it
permissible to take from him (Hadith), and as for the rest, they are conflicting to an end and
are returning to an end, and (as for the later ones) they are drawing water from one well, and
their speech is shining with Noor of the Prophet-hood of its illumination, and from a Blessed
tree they are fetching its fire”.23

An example of the deliberately lying ones:
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(The book) ‘Al-Khisaal’ — By his chain from Ibn Amarah, from his father who said, ‘I heard
Ja’far?®%s Bin Muhammad?** saying: ‘Three have lied upon Rasool-Allah=@"% — Abu Hureyra,
and Anas Bin Malik, and a woman (-----)"".%4
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‘I heard Ja’far®¥s Bin Muhammad"* saying: ‘Three have been lying upon Rasool-Allah2"W —
Abu Hureira, and Anas Bin Malik, and a woman (-----)"".%

11* Imam™*s cursed Ibn Hilal for interfering in (Ahadith):
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23 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 75 - The book ‘Al Rawza’ - Ch 16 b H 49, also in Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and
Ignorance CH20H 1

24 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 31, The book of Fitha (Strife) And Ordeals, Completion 155

25 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S2 Ch 28 H 11
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Ali bin Mohammed bin Qutaiba narrates from Ahmad bin Ibrahim Al-Maraghy says:

A letter from (Imam) Abu Mohammed Hassan Askari®%s came for Qasim bin Alla (a
representative of the Imam=2"s) in which ‘o)’ (curse) on Ibn Hilal was written. The letter was
addressed to (all of) the representatives of Imam?**s in Iraq and (Imam?*¢) warned them to
be aware of the disgusting and astray one (ibn Hilal), calling him the (savaged) ‘Sufi/innovator’

It is narrated that Ahmed bin Hilal a was famous one (among Shias) and had performed 54
Hajj and 20 out of those were on foot and was considered a an important and trustworthy
religious personality within the hadith narrators of Iraq who would meet with him and take
Ahadith. So they came to know the above Hadith about him and were astonished with the
news (did not believe these instructions were really from the Imam?**) and they pressurised
Qasim ibn Alla to consult Imam™s¥s again and reconfirm if the content of the letter was true.

Imam™@s"s wrote back after being asked from them: You have already been informed about
the corrupt Ahmed bin Hilal, may Allah will not has Mercy on him, Punish him and may never
forgive him, as he interferes into our?®"“s affairs without our permission, he says out of his
own desires and judgements (gives religious verdicts) and will surely be thrown into the Fire
of Hell. We have remained patient for some time until our?"s prayers against him to Allah"
32w cut his life short.

And May Allah##" will not have Mercy on him, 1" had told to a group of our®"“s shias during
his lifetime and had instructed them to share this news with our other devout shias. And we"
asws 3sk Allah to send Laan on Ibn Hilal (and also on that) who doesn't send Laan on him.

What | have told to you about that ‘fajir’ (enemy of Allah), inform about him to Ishagi and his
family and also to all those who enquire about ibn Hilal either from the resident of the city or
the outsiders as well as to those who you find worthy (shias) of being told.

In addition, our followers should not doubt about those instructions from us?"“* which are
released from our@¥s trustworthy representatives.

Abu Hamed says, even after this letter a group among shias kept on denying the contents of
Imam™s"‘s letter and they themselves contacted Imam™s"s (about the rejection of lbn Hilal).

Imam™@"s replied: The one, who after being shown the righteous path, was protected from
being gone astray should thank Allah2?¥ all the time, Who Gives the ‘Namah’ (Eman) not for
temporarily but permanently. You people know about Dahigan (may Allah?¥ Curse him),
where did he end-up after a long time of serving and being benefiting from closeness (a
companion of the Imam2*<) due to his insistence on evil, Allah?" replace his Eman with Kufr,
and cut short his life and expedited Wrath on him.?’

26 Rijjal Kashi, Page-535. Bihar Vol-50,Page-318, Mustadrak ul Wasail Vol-12,Page-318
27 Rijal Kashi, Page-535. Bihar Vol-50,Page-318, Mustadrak ul Wasail Vol-12,Page-318
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APPENDIX I: Infallibility of Prophets™

All Prophets™ and their?® successors™ are infallible (Masoom), including the last Prophet
Mohammed=®"¥ and his*®"W successors?"s, However, some Muslims who superficially read
and interpret Holy Quran raise some questions on the infallibilities of the Prophets@s. A
centuries old topic, which was discussed in the court of Al-Ma’mum Al-Rashid (an Abbasi
Caliph) when he invited some Muslim scholars to question Imam Ali#**s ibn Musa Al-Reza Vs
regarding the infallibility of Prophet™®. Prior to presenting the debate we start with a Holy
Verse and some Ahadith in its explanation, the Holy Verse is frequently quoted by some
Muslims in opposition to the infallibility of the Prophet Mohammed=2"¥,

{2} s B iadsy S 4y 25 526 g O35 20 5185 G 0 U

For Allah to Forgive you (your community) what has preceded from your (community’s) sins
and what is delayed, and Complete His Favour upon you and Guide you on a Straight Path
[48:2]
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‘Ja’far?¥s Bin Muhammad®"* has said: ‘These are the Laws of the Religion’ — until he@Ws
said: ‘And the Prophets™*, and their?® successors™, there are no sins to them, because they
3 are (all) Infallible, Purified’.?®
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"s, ‘(What about) the Words of Allah™#*" in His®* Book For Allah to
Forgive you what has preceded from your sins and what is delayed [48:2]. He " said: ‘There
was no sin on him=®", nor was hes®" with a sin, but Allah??" burdened him=%% with the

sins of his*®"¥ Shias, then Forgave them for his*®"%¥ sake’.?®

28 Tafseer Noor Al Saqalayn — CH 48 H 19
2 3142 a3 s
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‘And it is supported by what has been reported from Abu Al-Hassan®%* the Third having said
about the Words of Allah?® Mighty and Majestic: For Allah to Forgive you what has
preceded from your sins and what is delayed [48:2], so he™®"* said: ‘And which sin was
committed by Rasool-Allah?"W, before or after?’ But rather, Allah?¥i Burdened him=®*" with
the sins of the Shias of Ali®¥s, from the past among them and the ones who remain, then
Forgave them on his™%W behalf’.30

3 (L ARG 9 JGs @Y oda oF LJ-’:) Jl J6 c(('))\.m.‘\ 4.:1_9) Bal2l F s J.,'e_él\ Sy ZL;wﬁJaJ\

B L g e o pd Lo (D ) e et O3k 0T e a1 S

‘A man asked Al-Sadig*** about this Verse, so he®%s said: ‘By Allah?*, there was no sin for
him™2¥% but Allah?" the Glorious, Guaranteed him="" that He***I would Forgive the sins of
the Shias of Ali®%s, whatever had preceded from their sins and whatever is to follow’.3!

The Debate of Imam Ali®*%s ibn Musa Al-Reza?*"* with Muslim scholars on the
infallibility of the Prophets®*
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Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja’far al-Hamadani - may Allah®" be Pleased with him, Al-Hussein ibn Ibrahim ibn Ahmad
ibn Hisham al-Mokattib and Ali ibn Abdullah al-Warrag -may Allah* be Pleased with them, narrated that Al

ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad al-Barmaki on the authority of Abu
Salt al- Harawi:

‘When Al-Ma’mun gathered together the rhetoricians and men of religions from the Jews, the
Christians, the Magi, the Sabians, and other scholars around Ali®"s ibn Musa Al-Reza@%s,
each person stood up to ask a question, got a firm answer, and received such an answer that
he got quiet as if they had put a stone in his mouth.

Then Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Al-Jahm stood up and asked, ‘O son of the Prophet of Allahs%s|
Do you believe in the Infallibility of the Prophets®?’ ‘Yes,” replied the Imam™2sws,
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He said, ‘Then what do you have to say about the following Verses? what do you have to say
about what the Honourable the Exalted Allah?" said, ‘ ... Thus did Adam disobey his Lord,
and allow himself to be seduced (20:121); and about what the Honourable the Exalted Allah
a2wj said, “And remember Thun-nun (Yunus-Jonah), when he departed in wrath: He imagined
that We had no power over him! (21:87), and about what the Honourable the Exalted Allah-
azwj Told Joseph®s, ‘And (with passion) did she desire him, and he would have desired her
.(12:24)

And about what the Honourable the Exalted Allah?* told David (s), ‘and David gathered that
We had tried him .(38:24).. , and about what the Sublime (Allah®¥) told His Prophet
Muhammad=2“W* .. But thou didst hide in thy heart that which Allah was about to make
manifest ... (33:37)

Al-Reza®%s said, ‘Woe be to you! Fear Allah®*"i, Do not ascribe transgressions to the Prophets
3 and do not interpret Allah®*"’s Book according to your own opinion. Indeed the
Honourable the Exalted Allah??¥ said, ‘ ... but no one knows its hidden meanings except
Allah*i, And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge ... ,(3:7) And regarding His32%
Words about Adam, ... Thus did Adam disobey his Lord, and allow himself to be seduced
,(20:121) it must be noted that the Honourable the Exalted Allah?*" Created Adam™* as His
azwj proof on Earth, and as His?¥ Successor in the towns.

However, Allah®®" had not created Adam for Paradise and Adam™*'s act of disobedience
occurred in Paradise, not on the Earth. Adam™%'s being Infallible was a must for him™* to fully
implement the Decrees of Allah?. Once he® was sent down to the Earth as Allah??%’s Proof
and Successor, he® was Infallible according to what the Honourable the Exalted Allah??¥ said,
‘Allah did Choose Adam and Noah, the family of Abraham, and the family of Imran above
all people. (3:33) And regarding the Honourable the Exalted Allah®*"’s Words, ‘And
remember Thun-noon (Jonah), when he departed in wrath: He imagined that We had no
power over him! (21:87)

Here what is meant by ‘imagine’ is ‘to be sure.” That means ‘We will not restrict his
sustenance.” Have you not heard the Honourable the Exalted Allah??%'s Words, ‘But when He
tried him, restricting his subsistence for him ... (89:16). This means Allah#" will Restrict his
sustenance. Had Yunus thought that Allah had no power over him, he would certainly have
turned into an atheist.

And regarding what the Honourable the Exalted Allah®" said about Joseph™, ‘And (with
passion) did she desire him, and he would have desired her ... ‘ This means that he™ got
upset and decided that if she tries to force him to commit sin, he would try to kill her. Then
Allah??% Changed his (Joseph’s) mind and turned him away from killing her and all shameful
deeds. This is what is meant by the Honourable the Exalted Allah’s words, e ... thus (did We
order) that We might turn away from him (all) evil and shameful deeds ... (12:24) meaning
killing and adultery.

The Imam™@¥s said, ‘And regarding David™S, what do the people on your side say about him?

Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Al-Jahm said, ‘They say that David?® was in his praying niche when
Satan appeared in front of him in the form of a very beautiful bird. David™® stopped praying
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and stood up to go catch the bird. The bird left the room and went into the courtyard. Then
it flew up to the top of the house. David climbed up to the roof looking for it. Then the bird
flew into the house of Uryah ibn Hannan. David followed the bird with his eyes, and suddenly
saw Uryah’s wife who was making major ritual ablutions. Once he looked at her, he fell in love
with her. As for Uryah, he had been sent to a battle. David? wrote to his commander, ‘Place
Uryah in front of the coffin.” Thus he was placed in front of it. Uryah defeated the pagans.
That was hard on David, so he wrote to his commander again and ordered him to place Uryah
ahead of the coffin. Then Uryah was placed ahead of it and was killed. Then David? married
his wife.’

The narrator added, ‘Al-Reza®¥s hit himself on the forehead and said, ‘From Allah#?¥ we are,
and unto Him?® is our return! You have ascribed neglecting prayers and going out and
looking for the bird’s tracks, fornication and killing to one of the Prophets of Allah32¥.””” Al
ibn Al-Jahm said, ‘O son of the Prophet of Allah®***! Then what was his sin?’

The Imam™"* said, ‘Woe be to you! David thought that the Honourable the Exalted Allah-#2"i
had not Created anyone more learned than himself. Therefore, the Honourable the Exalted
Allah?? sent two angels towards him3s who climbed up the walls of the prayer niche and
said, ‘ ... Fear not: we are two disputants, one of whom has wronged the other: Decide now
between us with truth, and treat us not with injustice, but guide us to the even Path. This
man is my brother: He has nine and ninety ewes, and | have (but) one: Yet he says, ‘commit
her to my care,” and is (moreover) harsh to me in speech. (38:22-23)

Then David turned to the one against whom a claim was made and said, ‘He (Dawood) said:
‘He has wronged you by asking for your ewe to (be added) to his ewes, ... .(38:24) He did
not turn to the claimant to ask him for any evidence. Thus, this was just a fault in the way he
judged, not a fault in the way you think about it. Have you ever heard that the Honourable
the Exalted Allah?*¥ said, “O Dawood! Surely, We Made you a Caliph in the earth, therefore
judge between the people with the Truth and do not follow the vain desires, for you will
stray from the Way of Allah. Surely, those who stray from the way of Allah, for them is a
severe Punishment due to their forgetting the Day of Reckoning!” (38:26)

He then asked: ‘O son of the Prophet of Allah¥s| What was behind the story of Uryah?’

Al-Reza@"s said, ‘When a woman’s husband died or got killed during the time of David ™, she
never married again. The first man who was permitted to marry a widow whose husband was
killed was David?®. He married Uryah’s wife when after Uryah’s husband got killed and after
her waiting period was over. This was what was hard on the people regarding Uryah.’

And regarding Muhammad=2"¥ and the Honourable the Exalted Allah**"'s Words, ‘and you
concealed within yourself what Allah would be Manifesting, and you feared the people
while Allah is more deserving that you fear Him. (33:37)

The Honourable the Exalted Allah#¥ had already informed His Prophet™®*% about the names
of his wives in this world, and the names of his wives in the Hereafter, and that they will be
the mothers of the believers. One of them was called Zaynab - the daughter of Jahsh who was
married to Zayd ibn Haritha at that time. The Prophet*®"¥ kept her name a secret to himself
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and did not say anything fearing that the hypocrites might say that Muhammad™=2%" considers
a married woman to be his own wife and one of the mothers of the believers.

Hea" feared what the hypocrites might say. The Honourable the Exalted Allah??¥ said, ‘and
you concealed within yourself what Allah would be Manifesting, and you feared the people
while Allah is more deserving that you fear Him (33:37) meaning in himself. And the
Honourable the Exalted Allah-*"i has not Taken charge of marrying off any of His®*¥ creatures
Himself except for the marriage of Eve with Adam, and Zaynab with Allah’s Prophet™=®"¥ as
He?™i said, ‘ ... Then when Zayd had dissolved (his marriage) with her, with the necessary
(formality), We joined her in marriage to you (33:37).’ So did We i join (the Blessed Lady)
Fatima®"* in marriage to Ali*"*,

The narrator added, ‘Then Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Al-Jahm cried and said, ‘O son of the
Prophet of Allah®"s! | turn to the Honourable the Exalted Allah®*¥ in repentance and from
now on will never say anything about the Prophets of Allah®" other that what you have
mentioned.’3?

APPENDIX II: Ahadith Summarising the Interpretation of Quran
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‘The ‘=YY Signs are Amir Al-Momineen?"s and the Imams?"s, and the evidence upon that

are the words of Amir Al-Momineen?"s: ‘There is no ‘Sign’ of Allah#¥ greater than 1-2sWs1’33
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‘Rasool-Allah¥ said: ‘The Curse of Allah*¥ is upon the disputers in the Religion of Allah32¥

upon the tongues of seventy Prophets?. And the one who disputes regarding a Verse of Allah"
azwj 5o he has disbelieved. Allah®"/ Mighty and Majestic has Said: None dispute the Signs of
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Allah except those who commit Kufr, therefore do not let their movement in the cities
deceive you [40:4].
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And the one who interprets the Quran by his opinion, so he has forged a lie against Allah-32",

and the one who issues Fatwas without knowledge is Cursed by the Angels of the sky and the
earth. Every innovation is a straying, and every straying, its path is to the Fire’.
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Abdul Rahman Bin Samrat said, ‘I said, ‘O Rasool-Allah™*®"%, guide me to the salvation’. So he"
SaWW said: ‘O Bin Samrat! If the desires differ and the opinions are split, so it is upon you to be
with Ali@"s Bin Abu Talib@"s, for he®"s is the Imam™"s of my®“W community, and mysaWww
Caliph over them from after me™®¥%, and he®"s is the Differentiator (Al-Farouq) who
differentiates between the Truth and the falsehood.
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The one who asks him™@%s he@Ws gnswers him, and the one will seek guidance from him=2s¥s,
he@%s will guide him, and the one who looks for the truth in his®"* presence would find it,
and the one who sought guidance from him?*“s came across it, and one who resorted to him"
asws found security, and the one who attached himself to him?s¥* was Saved, and the one who
followed him™s¥s was guided by him™asws,
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O Bin Samrat! The safe one among you is the one who submitted to him@*s and befriended
him#"“s and the destroyed is the one who rejected him@“s and was inimical to himasws,
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O Bin Samrat! Ali®"s is from me™®"W, His®"Ys soul is from my*®Y soul, and his®"s clay
(essence) is from my clay, and he®"“s is my®"¥ prother, and "% am his®"* brother, and he"
asws js the husband of my*2%Y daughter?s"s (Syeda) Fatima*s, the Chieftess of the women of
the worlds from the former ones and the later ones. And from him™2s¥* are the Imams=2s"s of
mys®W community, and the Chiefs of the youths of Paradise Al-Hassan®%“s, and Al-
Husayn@"s and nine from the sons?"s of Al-Husayn?¥s, The ninth one of them is Al-Qaim=s"s
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of my=@"Y% community who will fill the earth with equity and justice just as it had been filled
with tyranny and injustice.3*
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