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Barzakh — What Happens after death?

Summary:

In the holy Quran, the word '&1}1’ or ‘335’ means ‘barrier’, e.g., Sura e Al-Momin (23:100),
Sura e Rehman (55: 20) and Sura Al-Furgan (25:53). Here, we will focus on its meanings as a
‘barrier’ between the death and the Day of reckoning. We will also briefly review Ahadith on
the pangs of death, questioning/squeezing of the grave, the resurrection and the reckoning,
and final abode (Paradise through intercession or the Hell). As Imam Ali®"s [bn Hussain?s"s
explains the three most difficult phases a human has to face:
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‘AlisWs Bin Al-Husayn™@"¥s said: ‘The most difficult times of the son of Adam™ are three — the
time in which he witnesses the Angel of death, and the time in which he would be standing
from his grave, and the time in which he would pause in front of Allah"#%, so either he would
go to the Paradise or he would go to the Fire’ (an extract, Hadith in Appendix 1).?

These difficult phases are briefly discussed below:
1) Pangs of death:
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[sws (Ali@sWs |bn Abi Talib@"* asked Rasool Allah™"¥): ‘So, what is a recognised limit of that?’
Hes®"W said: ‘Yes. Our®"s Shias of the most intense love for us®W%s, the exit of his soul would
happen like one of you drinking the cold water during a day of summer which the hearts had
been cut by it, and the rest of them would be dying just as one of you falls asleep on his bed,
as delighted as his eyes could be with his death”.2

2) Questioning in the grave:
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1 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 6, The book of Justice, S 2, Ch 6 H 19
2 Bihar Al Awaar — V 40, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen®*s, Ch 126 H 11
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‘| said to Abu Ja’far?Ys, ‘May Allah?? Keep you well! Who are the questioned ones in their
graves?’ He"Ys said: ‘The ones of pure belief and the ones of pure disbelief’. | said, ‘So there
remain these people’. (Imam?%s said) By Allah®"il They will be left alone (as their
punishment will be in the wait (Barzakh) — to find out if they are saved or destroyed)’ (an
extract).? Addition Ahadith on questioning in the grave are included in the Appendix II.

3) Squeezing of the grave:
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He (the narrator) said (to the 6™ Imam5*s), ‘| said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you?%s! So where
is the squeezing of the grave?’ So, he®"* said: ‘Far be it! There is nothing upon the Believers
from it. This earth would pride upon this, and it would be saying, ‘A Believer trod upon my
back and a Believer did not tread upon you’, and the earth would be saying to it, ‘By Allah-2%i!
| used to love you when you were walking upon my back. Therefore, when | loved you, then
you shall soon come to know what | would be doing with you’. So, it (grave) expands for him
to the extent of his vision’ (an extract).*

However, there will be very few who will escape the squeezing of the grave, see the Hadith
in Appendix lll.
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‘From Amir Al-Momineen"* having said: ‘One who recites Surah Al Nisaa during every Friday will be

safe from compression of the grave”.®

4) The Resurrection and the Reckoning:
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3 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 86 H 8
Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 12 H 2*
Bihar Al-Anwaar V 89 — The Book of Quran — Ch 31 H 1°
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‘From Abu Abdullah**s having said: ‘When Allah-#" Intends to Resurrect the creatures, He
azwj would Cause the sky to rain upon the earth for forty mornings, so the joints would gather
and the flesh would grow”.®
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| said, ‘So (what about) ‘the heights’ (The Bridge)?’ He?Ws (Abu Ja’far?%s) said: ‘A bridge
(pathway) between the Paradise and the Fire. The ones from the Momineen sinners for whom
the Imams™@"s from us®"* intercede, would attain salvation, and one they do not intercede
for, would collapse (and fall into the Fire)” (an extract).” Additional Ahadith are included in
Appendix IV.

5) The Final Abode:
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah@¥s ‘| heard you™®"* and you@"s were saying: ‘All of our?¥s Shias are
in the Paradise upon what they used to be in’. He®"* said: ‘You speak the truth. All of them,
by Allah®?¥, would be in the Paradise’. | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you2s"s! If there are a
lot of major sins?’ So, he™®"s said: ‘But, during the Day of Judgement, so all of them would be
in the Paradise by the intercession of the obeyed Prophet*®"Y¥ or a successor®"“s of the
Prophet*™¥, but, by Allah??, 2%s am afraid upon you during the Al-Barzakh’. | said, ‘And
what is the Al-Barzakh?’ He®"* said: ‘The (period of the) grave since his death, up to the Day
of Judgement’.®

There are so many Ahadith that the Shias of Ahl Al-Bayt®*s will be interceded for and will
reside permanently in the Paradise, however, Imam=?*"s has shown concern regarding the
‘Barzakh’. So, how worried one should be for the Barzakh? Will there be some from
believers who would not go through the agony of the Barzakh? And who are they? With
these thoughts we present the following Hadith.

6) The Fear of Barzakh:
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8 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 87 H 3
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So, on that Day, none would be Questioned about his sin [55:39], he®¥s (6" Imam2s") said:
‘(None) from you, meaning from the Shias’. neither a human being nor Jinn. He®"* said: ‘Its
meaning is, the one who befriends Amir Al-Momineen?"“*and disavows from his s enemies,
and permits his@"s permissible(s), and prohibits his@"s prohibition, then he enters into the
sins and does not repent in the world, there would be a Punishment for it (sin) in the Al-
Barzakh, and he would come out on the Day of Judgment, and there wouldn’t be left any sin
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on him to be questioned about on the Day of Judgment”.

Therefore, if we made ourselves eligible for the intercession of Masomeen?*"s by being their
staunch devotees!® and keep on repenting and beseeching to Allah?" for remaining loyal to
them and their teachings, they®"s will, Insha Allah-#%, rescue us from all horrors which
people will face until arriving to the final Abode.

Introduction:

In the remainder of the article, we present additional Ahadith with an attempt to better
understand the scope of Barzakh and its related topics.

Pangs of death:
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Abu Abdullah™®"s said: ‘When the death is difficult upon the dying one and is snatching him,
so take him closer to his prayer-mat which he was praying Salaat in’.1

How does the soul of a Momin depart?
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° Bihar Al Anwaar —V 6, The book of Justice, S 2, Ch 8 H 77
10 Acting on their“s traditions and leaving the sunnah of their"“s enemies.
11 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 10 H 2
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‘Abu Al-Yagzaan Ammar Al-Asady narrated to me, from Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘Rasool-
Allah2"% said: ‘If a Believer were to swear upon his Lord " that He?*i should not Cause him
to die, He® would not Cause him to die, ever. But, when it was that, or when his term
approaches (its end), Allah#% Mighty and Majestic Sends two aromas to him, an aroma called
Al-Munsiyya and an aroma called Musakhhiya. So, as for the Munsiyya, so it would cause him
to forget his family and his wealth; and as for Al-Musakhhiya, so it would cause him to be
generous upon (giving up) the world until he chooses what is in the Presence of Allah-2% 12

In another Hadith:
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A number of our people have narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from Muhammad ibn Sulayman from his father from
Sadir al-Sayrafiy who has said:

‘Once | said to Abu Abd Allah?"s ‘May | be sacrificed for your?s¥s cause, O son of the Rasool
Allah2"¥ is a believing person forced to die?’ He®"s said: ‘No, by Allah®?¥, but when the
angel of death comes to take his Ruh (soul) away, he is frightened; and the angel of death
then says to him, ‘O friend of Allah-®*¥, do not be frightened. | swear by the One?* who has
sent Muhammad™=®"" | am more kind and caring to you than a kind-hearted father ready (to
help). Open your eyes and look’. He™®"* said: ‘Figures of the Rasool Allah™=®"¥ Amir-ul-
Momineen@%s, (Syeda) Fatimah?s¥s, Al-Hassan®"* and Al-Husayn?"s, and all ‘A‘immah2s"s,
from their descendants appear before him, and it is said to him, ‘There are the Rasool Allah"
saww - Amir-ul-Momineen@Ws  Ali®Ws  Fatimah™®%s, Al-Hassan®%s, Al-Husayn™®“s and all
‘A'immah¥s your friends’. He™®"s then said: ‘He then opens his eyes, and looks and his Ruh
is called by a caller from the Lord of Majesty saying, ‘O peaceful Ruh, (in the company of
Muhammad=®" and his family®%s) come back to your Lord®" with pleasure (under the
guardianship of Muhammad=2"" and his family®**) and pleased (with the rewards from your
Lord22¥), Enter in the company of My servants (Muhammad™=®"" and his family®"s) in
paradise.” There is then nothing more beloved to him than allowing his Ruh (soul) to go and

join the Caller’.13

12 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 12 H 1
13 Al-Kafi, Vol. 3, H. 4283. 128: » 3: z ‘3&1\
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The death of a believer:
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In Itigadaat Al-Imamiya of Al-Sadouq —

‘It was said to Ali®"s Bin Al-Husayn@%s, ‘What is the death?’ He®"s said: ‘The death for the
Momin is like the removing of the dirty clothes, and lice, and lifting of the constraints and
heavy shackles, and to be replaced by the finest garments and best fragrance, and easier rides
and lovely houses.
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And for the Kafir, it is like the removal of luxurious garments, and being transferred from
lovely houses, and to be replaced by the dirtiest garments rougher than it, and horrible
houses, and the mighty Punishment’.14
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And it was said to Muhammad?** Bin Ali®"s Al-Baqir s, ‘What is the death?’ He®"s said: ‘It

is a sleep which comes to you during every night, except that it is extended in its length,
unnoticed, up to the Day of Judgement’.?>

The death of a believer and a non-believer:
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And Muhammad?"* Bin Ali®*"s said: ‘It was said to Ali®%s Bin Al-Husayn™@"“s, ‘What is the
death?’ He®%“* said: ‘For the Momin is like the removal of dirty, lousy clothes, and the removal
of heavy chains and shackles, and the replacement with the prideworthy, aromatic perfumed
clothes, and luxurious rides and comfortable houses.
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And for the Kafir, it is like the removal of luxurious garments, and being transferred from

lovely houses, and to be replaced by the dirtiest garments rougher than it, and horrible
houses, and the mighty Punishment’.1®

14 Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn - CH 67 H 10
15 Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn —CH 67 H 11
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The enemies of Ahl Al-Bayt@s"* are metamorphosed at the time of death, see for example a
Hadith in Appendix V.

Questions in grave — Allah**" Guides to the Divine Imam™s"*
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Abu Al-Hassan Musa"s: ‘It is said to the Believer in his grave: ‘Who is your Lord?*?’ So he
is saying, ‘Allah®’_So it is said to him: ‘What is your Religion?’ So he is saying, ‘Al-Islam’. So
it is said to him: ‘Who is your Prophets@W?’ So he is saying, ‘Muhammad=®¥"’ So it is said to
him: ‘Who is your Imam™@%¥s?’ So he is saying, ‘So and so’. So it is said to him, ‘How did you
come to know of that?’ So, he is said, ‘A matter which Allah®*¥ Guided me towards him=s"s,
and Affirmed me upon it’. So it is said to him: ‘Sleep a sleep in which there are no dreams, a
sleep of the newly-weds’.
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Then they open for him a Door to the Paradise, and there come upon him from its breezes
and its fragrances, so he is saying, ‘O Lord#"/! Hasten the Establishment of the Hour so | can
return to my family and my wealth’.
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And it is said to the Infidel: ‘Who is your Lord???’ So he is saying, ‘Allah®¥’, So, it is said to
him: ‘Who is your Prophets®¥?’ So he is saying, ‘Muhammad=2"W’, So, it is said: ‘What is your
Religion?’ So he is saying ‘Al-Islam’. So it is said to him: ‘From where did you come to know of
that?’ So he would be saying, ‘| heard the people saying, so | said it (as well)’. So, they both
strike him with such a strike that if the two creatures were to gather upon it - the human
beings and the Jinns, they would not be able to bear it. So he would melt like the melting of
the lead.
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They then would return the soul to him, and they would place his heart between two tablets
of the Fire, so he would be saying, ‘O Lord?2¥! Delay the Establishment of the Hour’.1”

17 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 86 H 11
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Lifting of the Punishment in Barzakh (Grave):
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‘From Al-Sadiq®%s, from his@"s forefathers®"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®"¥ said: ‘Isa* Bin
Maryam™s passed by a grave whose occupant was being Punished. Then, a year later he®*
passed by it and he wasn’t being Punished.
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He™®s said: ‘O Lord®™i!l |* had passed by this grave last year and its occupant was being
Punished, then I® passed by it this year and he isn’t being Punished!’
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Allah?2 Mighty and Majestic Revealed to him: ‘O Spirit of Allah?*i! A righteous son of his
has matured. He repaired a path and sheltered an orphan, so 1" Forgave for him due to
what his son had done” .8

Where does the Ruh (Soul) go after death?
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‘(Our 6" Imam) Imam Abu Abdullah%s says: ‘The example of the Momin (believer) and his
body, is like a jewel in a box. If the jewel comes out, the box is thrown away, and not to be
tied to it. The ‘Arwah’ (souls) do not mix with the body, nor do they enter it, but it is like a hull
(surrounding) the body, (so it can be) in control of it’.*°

(Imam@"s says): When a momin (believer) passes away, his Ruh comes to this river, and
dwells in its gardens, and drinks from its’ drinks, and when our?"s enemy dies, his Ruh goes
to the valley of Barhoot, and gets indulged in its punishments, and gets fed from its Zaggoom
trees, and gets quenched for its Hameem. You should seek refuge in Allah"#?" from that valley’
(see the Hadith in Appendix 11).2°

18 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 31 H 2
19 BASAAIR-AL-DARAJAAT, Ch. 18, H. 13
20 Al-Kafi, Vol. 3, H. 4283. 128: » 3: z L_'g&]\
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‘I went out along with Amir Al-Momineen"s to the back (of Al-Kufa), so he®"%s paused at the
valley of peace (a graveyard) as if addressing a group of people. So | stood due to his@sWs
standing until | was exhausted. Then | sat until | was tired. Then | stood until there came to
me the likes of what came to me the first time. Then | sat down until | was tired.
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Then | stood and gathered my robe and | said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?"s! | sympathise with
you @ from the long standing, so rest for a while’. Then | spread the robe in order for him-
asws to sit upon it. So he®"s said to me: ‘O Habbat! It was only a discussion with a Believer, or
comforting him’. | said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?%I And they are like that?’ He™®"* said: ‘Yes,
and if the covering is uncovered for you, you would see them in groups and groups discussing’.
So | said, ‘Bodily or in spirit form?’ So, he®"* said: ‘The souls. There is none from a Believer
who dies in a spot from the spots of the earth, except that it is said to his soul: ‘Join at the
valley of peace, and it is a spot from the Garden of Eden’.?!
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®¥s, said, ‘My brother is in Baghdad and | am afraid
he would be dying in it’. So, he®"* said: ‘You should not care where so ever he dies, as there
would not remain a single Believer in the east of the earth or the west of it, except that
Allah®%i would Resurrect his soul to ’@L‘«J\ 213" the valley of peace’. | said, ‘And where is the
valley of peace?’ He®"* said: ‘At the back of Al-Kufa. But it is as if *%* see them, in groups
and groups, sitting, discussing’.??
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21 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 88 H 1
22 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 88 H 2
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?"s, said, ‘I said to him2"*, ‘May | be sacrificed for
you ¥l They (people) are reporting that the souls of the Believers are in the craw of green
birds around the Throne’. So he®"* said: ‘No. The Believers are more prestigious to Allah32%
than for Him32¥ to Make his soul to be in craws of a bird, but they are in bodies like their own
bodies’.?

(Sl ks ) 02221 B 5 (3Ll e ) Gt 5 22l 5 HALG 5 20 5 Ty e i Lo ) 152 46T S5 08 1dg
G 08 el Sl a4 o 2l 5 156 052 5 08T Gl g I g 5 b F s 5 % A 50

(In a Hadith, Abu Abdullah®"* said) O Yunus! When it was that, there come to him
Muhammad=®"¥, and Ali®*s, and Syeda Fatima®"“s, and Al-Hassan®"s, and Al-Husayn?s",
and the Angels of Proximity. So when Allah-*"i Mighty and Majestic Captures him, that comes
to be in a mould (body) like his own mould (body) used to be in the world. So they are eating
and drinking, and when the comer comes over to them, they recognise him by that very image
which he used to have in the world’.?*

Signs of Soul departing from the body?
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‘I heard Abu Ja’far®"s saying: ‘A sign of the Momin is that then the death presents him, his
face brightens more intensely than the brightness of complexion of his face, and his forehead
sweats, and it flows from his eyes as if it is the tears, so that would be the exit of his soul.
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And the Kafir, his self-exits and there flows from his mouth like foam of the camel, or just as
the self of the camel exits”.?®
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‘I went out with Amir Al-Momineen"s at noon (Al-Zuhar time). He®"s paused at Wady Al-
Salaam (graveyard). It was as if he®% was addressing to a people. | stood by at his?@Ws
standing until | was tired, then | sat down until | became restless. Then | stood up until it
affected me like what had affected me at first. Then | sat down until | was restless.
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Then | stood up and gathered my robe. | said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?"s! | am pitying upon
you VY from the length of the standing, so rest for a while’. Then | dropped the robe in order
to be seated upon it. He®"* said to me: ‘O Habbat! It is only my?¥s talking to a Momin or
socialising with him.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘l said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen"*, and they are like that?’ He*"* said:
‘Yes, and if it was uncovered for you, you would see them in circles and circles discussing’.
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| said, ‘Are they bodies or souls?’ HeY* said: ‘Souls, and there is none from a Momin dying
in a spot from the spots of the earth except it is said to his soul, ‘Join with Wady Al-Salaam
(cemetery)!’, and it is a spot from the Garden of Eden’’.2¢

What a dying one sees before departing from the world?
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‘I said to Abu Ja’far?@s¥s, ‘Salih Bin Maysam narrated to me from Abayat Al-Asady, that he heard
Ali®%s saying: ‘By Allah®%il No servant would hate mes"s ever, dying on hatred, except that
he would see me@*s during his death abhorring it, and no servant would love me@"s ever,
dying upon my ¥ |ove, except that he would see me?"s during his death loving it’. So Abu
Ja’far®Ys said: ‘Yes, and with Rasool-Allah%% upon his right’.?”

Resurrection:
Allah?2¥ Says:
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O you people! if you are in doubt about the Resurrection, then surely, We Created you from
dust, then from a seed, then from a clot, then from a lump of flesh, formed and unformed,
in order to Clarify for you, and We Settle in the wombs whatever We so Desire up to a
specified term, then We Extract you as babies for you to be reaching your maturity. And
from you is one who is Caused to die, and from you is one who is Returned to the worst age,
so he does not know anything after having known. And you see the land as barren, then We
Send the water upon it, it stirs and swells and sprouts every spending pair [22:5]
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‘There is an argumentation of Abu Abdullah Al-Sadiq@$"s. The questioner asked, ‘Does the soul

disappear after its exit from its mould (body), or does it remain?’
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He?"s said: ‘But, it remains up to the time of the blowing into the Trumpet. During that, the
things would be invalidated and perish, so there would neither be a feeling nor (anything) felt.
Then the things would be returned to just as they had begun, by their Mastermind, and that
would (occur) over four hundred years, during which the creation would be dormant, and that
would be between the two blowing’s of the Trumpet’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And would there be the Resurrection for it, and the body would have
decayed, and the body parts would have separated, so a limb could have been in a city being
eaten by its predators, and another limb could have been ripped apart by its insects, and a
limb could have become dust and (used to) build a wall with it along with the clay?’
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He%s said: ‘Surely, the One Who Grew it from other than a thing, and Fashioned it upon
other than an example having preceded it, is Able upon Returning it to just as it had begun’.
He said, ‘Clarify that for me’.
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He®Ys said: ‘The soul would stay in its place — the good-doer soul would be in illumination
and expanse, and the wrongdoer soul would be in narrowness and darkness. And the body
would become soil just as it had been Created from it, and whatever predators and insects
would be thrown with it from its insides (as well). So whatever is eaten and ripped apart, all
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that would be in the soil, preserved in the Presence of the One®%, no weight of a particle is
far from Him?? in the darkness of the earth, and He®" Knows the number of the things and
their weights.
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And the soil has the spirituality at the status of the gold in the soil. So when it would be the
Resurrection, it would rain upon the earth, the rain of the growth, and the ground would
nourish, then it would squeeze out a froth like the squeezing of the water container. So the
soil of the person would become like the gold become from the soil when washed with the
water, and the butter from the milk when churned.
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Thus, the soil of each mould (body) would gather to its (original) mould (body), and it would
be transformed by the Permission of Allah?" the Exalted, the Powerful, to where the soul
used to be. So the image would return by the Permission of Allah#%¥, the Fashioner like its
(original) body, and the soul would enter into it. So when he is complete, he would not deny
anything from himself”’.8
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‘Abu Abdullah23*s said: ‘Allah#¥ will Resurrect our?%s Shias on the Day of Judgment upon
what is regarding them from sins and faults, their faces being white, pale, their nakedness
being covered, their fears secured. The return would be eased for them, and the difficulties
would be gone from them. They would be riding rides of sapphire.
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So, they would not cease to be circling around in the midst of the Paradise, and upon them
would be straps of shining light, the meals having been placed for them. So they would not
cease to be eating while the people would be in the Reckoning, and these are the Words of
Allah-#% Mighty and Majestic: Surely those for whom the good has preceded from Us, they
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would be remote from it [21:101] They will not be hearing its slightest sound, and they
would be in what their souls desire, for eternity [21:102]" .*°

A believer will be protected from the Horrors of the Day of Reckoning:
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‘Similar to it. Then he said, ‘And in a report: ‘There would be in the promissory notes, freedom
pass from the Exalted, the Subduer, for the Shias of Ali®**s and (Syeda) Fatima@*s, from the
Fire” .30
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‘From Abu Abdullah™®"s having said: ‘Our?"s Shias are Created from the Light of Allah#", and
they would be returning to Him?2¥, By Allah-#*%l You will be catching up with us?%s on the
Day of Judgment, and we™®"s shall be asked to intercede and will be interceding, and by Allah
azwi you will be asked to intercede and you will be interceding; and there is hone from a man
from you (Shias) except that a Fire would be raised for him on his left, and a Garden on his
right, so he will enter his beloved ones to the Garden, and his enemies into the Fire”.3!
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‘From Abu Abdullah®"s and Abu Ja’far®"s both having said: ‘By Allah?"il We3¥s will be
interceding regarding the sinners from our?%“s Shias until our®"“s enemies would be saying,
when they see that, there is none for us from the intercessors [26:100] Nor an intimate friend
[26:101] If only there was one more chance for us, we would be from the Momineen
[26:102]".32
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30 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 43, The book of History — Fatima Al-Zahra®"“, Ch5H31c
31 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 8, The book of Justice, $3,Ch 21 H 11

32 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 8, The book of Justice, S 3, Ch 21 H 15
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‘Abu Abdullah?%s was asked about the Momin, ‘Is there interceding for him?’ He™®"* said:
‘Yes’. A man from the people said to him#%s, “Would the Momin be needy to the intercession
of Muhammad=®"¥ on the Day?’ He™*"* said: ‘Yes. For the Momineen there are mistakes and
sins, and there is no one except he would be needy to the intercession of Muhammad=®"¥ on

that Day’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And a man asked him?s¥s about the words of Rasool-Allahsaww: ‘|-saww
am the chief of the children of Adam™%, and there is no pride’. He%s said: ‘Yes. He™®WW will
grab a knocker of the door of the Paradise and it would be opened, and he®"W will fall down
in Sajdah, and Allah??" will be Saying: “Raise yours®" head! Intercede and you®*% will be
interceded for, request and you™®"W will be Given!”
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Then heW will fall in Sajdah, and Allah?? will be Saying: “Raise your=®" head! Intercede
and you®"¥ will be interceded for, and request, you™®"W will be Given!” Then he@"" will raise
hiss@"¥ head and interceded, and seek, and will be Given”’ .33

ez O] 1 s o Dl W O] sedll ade e Y oy JB B 53 Gl o e e et o peldl e
Lz aelis ] g gag Y1 AVl gV et Lo oSl e dl e o U € ity (ST s o Ll oy
.Z\AL:B\ o5 ATJW&\W

‘A man said to Abu Abdullah™@%s, ‘There is a neighbour of ours from the Kharijites saying, On
the Day of Judgment Muhammad=®"* will be thinking of himself*®¥% so how will hesaWW
intercede (for others)?’ Abu Abdullah®*%* said: ‘There is none from the former ones and the
latter ones except that he would be needy to the intercession of Muhammad " on the Day

of Judgment” .34
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33 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 8, The book of Justice, S 3, Ch 21 H51
34 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 8, The book of Justice, S 3, Ch 21 H 31
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‘A slave of the wife of Ali®"* Bin Al-Husayn " called Abu Ayman, came to Abu Ja’far?%“s and
he said, ‘O Abu Ja’far®%s! The people are bothering and saying, ‘Intercession of Muhammad-
saWW| Intercession of Muhammadsawwl’
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Abu Ja’far®%s was distressed until his®"s face changed (colour), then said: ‘Woe be unto
you@Ws O Abu Ayman! Does it bother you to keep chaste your belly and your private parts?
But, if you could see the panic on the Day of Judgment, how needy you will be for the
intercession of Muhammad™=®"%. Woe be unto you! Is intercession except for the one the Fire
has been Obligated upon?’
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Then he?"Ys said: ‘There is no one from the former ones and the latter ones except he would
be needy to the intercession of Muhammad=*"" on the Day of Judgment’.
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Then Abu Ja’far®%“s said: ‘For Rasool-Allah™®% s the interceding regarding hissawW

community, and for us®"s is the interceding regarding our?%s Shias, and for our?W¥s Shias
there is interceding regarding their families’.
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The Momin will intercede regarding the likes of (the tribes of) Rabie and Muzar, and that the
Momin will intercede even for his servants, and he would be saying, ‘O Lord#"! A right of my
servant who was saving me from the heat and the cold”.?*

Who would benefit from Intercession?

)yjd&c«u‘\ﬂd;‘L.'pjilu.cg&L@w;ﬂ;}V:&c‘@jﬂ\QJﬁ_ﬁw\Mwgbf‘@ﬂlwwgﬁfcw’,&éiuwiz&
Jomase ) s atg Lod anellae OIS b clitmed Oluom Ly L) pgy OT13) 1alTy ade 1 Lo dl Jgery JB 1 JG 5L ke egll
Ll s LS

‘From Al-Reza®"s, from his@"s forefathers®%s, from Amir Al-Momineen?®"Ys having said:
‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘When it will be the Day of Judgment, we " will be in charge of the

35 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 8, The book of Justice, S 3, Ch 21 H 16
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Reckoning of our®"“s Shias. So, the one who was unjust regarding what is between him and
Allah-#% Mighty and Majestic, we*"* shall decide regarding it, and we 3" will be Answered.
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And the one who was unjust between him and regarding what is between the people, we@"s
shall gift it, and it will be Gifted for us@"s; and the one who was unjust regarding what is
between him and us"“s, we?Ys would be more rightful from pardoning and excusing”’.3®
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Al-Husayn ibn Muhammad has narrated from Mualla ibn Muhammad from Ali ibn Mirdas who has said that
Safwan ibn Yahya and al-Hassan ibn Mahbub have narrated from abu Ayyub from abu Khalid al-Kabuli who said:

‘I asked (Imam) Abu Ja’far®“s about the meaning of the words of Allah?"i: ‘Those who
believe in Allah and His messenger and follow the Noor which is sent down .... ‘ (64:8) ‘The
Imam™"s said: ‘O Abu Khalid, | swear by Allah®2%, it is ‘A’immah2s"s from the family of the
Holy Prophet™®"¥ up to the Day of Judgement who are called Noor in the above verse. They,
I#sws swear by Allah®Ys, are the Noor of Allah®"i whom He?™ sent down. It is they®"s, |
swear by Allah®", who are the Noor of Allah®?¥ in the heavens and in the earth. O Abu Khalid,
I#ws swear by Allah??", that the Noor of Imam™?"s in the hearts of the true believers is
brighter than the light of the sun in the midday.

They2s%s, |-2ws swear by Allah??¥, give Noor to the hearts of the true believers and Allah-32%
may Block such Noor from reaching the hearts of whomever He*** may Will, thus their hearts
remain dark. O Abu Khalid, no one believes in our Divine Authority except that unless Allah"
azwj Cleanses his heart. Allah?* will not Cleanse the heart of a person until he or she will
acknowledge our@¥s Divine Authority and submits to us®"s. When one submits to us?Ws
Allah-% will Safeguard him against the severity of the Day of Reckoning and Grant him
security against the great horror on the Day of Judgement’.3’
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36 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 8, The book of Justice, S 3, Ch 21 H 24
37 Al-Kafi, Vol. 1, H. 509.
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Ali ibn Asim has said, as part of a longer tradition, | fell down on each of ‘Holy Images’, the
footprints of Masomeen@*s and kissed them, | then kissed the hands of the Imam (Hassan al-
Askari®¥s) and said: Mola™"*! | am not in a position to physically support your?¥s cause but
[, in my solitude, praise you®"s and curse your enemies™. Please inform me about my
reckoning (in the Hereafter)?

Imam™@s*s replied: ‘I narrate to you a hadith of our grandfather, Prophet of Allah®% who said:
‘The one who cannot extend support to Ahl Al-Bayt®"s but instead denounces their?\s
enemies in his solitude, Allah"®¥ Transmits his supplications to all His®¥ angels®. They?
also join him in sending ‘Laan’ on the enemies (of Ahl Al-Bayt®¥$) and they curse those who
refrain from sending ‘Laan’ on the enemies™ of Ahl Al-Bayt2s"s,

When his voice reaches the angels, they?® ask forgiveness for him and praise him and plead
to Allah#2% to bless the spirit of his #% servant, who has made an effort in support of Your32%i
allies®¥s, if he were capable of doing more, he surely would have supported them2*¥s more
strenuously.

Then a ‘Call’ comes from Allah?*i;: O My Angels! 1% have Answered your prayers in favour
of My slave. 1% have Sent blessing to his soul along with the spirits of the righteous ones. I
azwi have also included him in the company of My2?" righteous ones.’32
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‘I asked Abu Ja’far?%s about Words of Allah®*¥: And upon the heights would be men
recognising all by their marks [7:46]. He®*"* said: ‘It was Revealed regarding this community,
and the ‘men’, they®"s are the Imam™?¥s from Progeny?**s of Muhammadsa""’,
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| said, ‘So (what about) ‘the heights’?’ He™"* said: ‘A bridge (pathway) between the Paradise

and the Fire. The ones from the Momineen sinners for whom the Imams?%s from us?@Ws

intercede, would attain salvation, and one they do not intercede for, would collapse”.3?
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RAPYA I

(The book) ‘Uyoon Akhbar Al-Reza@"s, by the chain to Darim who said, ‘It is narrated to us by
Ali@Ws Bin Musa Al-Reza®"Ys and Muhammad?¥s Bin Ali®%s, both said: ‘We " heard Al-
Mamoun (the caliph) narrating from Al-Rasheed (the caliph), from Al-Mahdy (the caliph), from
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Al-Mansour (the caliph), from his father, from his grandfather having said, ‘lbn Abbas said to
Muawiya, ‘Do you know why (Syeda) Fatima@**s has been named as ‘Fatima’?’ He said, ‘No’.
He said, ‘Because she™®"Ys pulls her®"Ys Shias away from the Fire. | heard Rasool-Allahs"W
saying that” .40
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‘From Abu Abdullah Ja’far®%s Bin Muhammad®"s having said: ‘Jabir said to Abu Ja’far?"s,
‘May | be sacrificed for you™"Ys, O son®%* of Rasool-Allah*®"*"! Narrate a Hadeeth to me
regarding the merit of your?®"“s grandmother?"“s Fatima?"*, then | can narrate with it to the
Shias, they can be happy with that’.
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Abu Ja’far?®"“s said: ‘My 2" father?s“s narrated to me ", from my?*** grandmother?*s, from
Rasool-Allah=®"" having said: ‘When it will be the Day of Qiyamah, pulpits of light would be
set up for the Prophets™ and the Rasools?®s, and my*®¥ pulpit would be the highest of their
3 pulpits on the Day of Qiyamah.
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Then Allah?® will be Saying: “O Muhammad*®"%, preach!” So, I®% shall address with a
sermon, no one from the Prophets™? and the Rasools® would have heard the like of it.
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Then, pulpits of light would be set up for the successors®, and a pulpit of light would be set
up for my ¥ successor?Ws AliWs Bin Abu Talib@%s in their middle, so his@"* pulpit would
be the highest of their? pulpits.
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Then Allah#¥ shall Say: “O Ali*"s, preach!” so, he"s will address with a sermon, no one
from the successors? would have heard the like of it.

2

1 okl 0lLS UL WA JE S 5 0 S s 0T B 5 phile 5 8Y 0SS )58 B 50 et 5 N Y Ll

s o 5 8 5 2 1

The pulpits of light would be set up for the children of the Prophets?* and the Rasools™®, and
a pulpit of light would happen to before my=@¥" two sons@%s, and my ¥ two grandsonsas¥s,

40 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 43, The book of History — Fatima Al-Zahra®“, Ch 2 H 3
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and my#%s two aromas in the days of mys2"V |ifetime. Then it would be said to them?*** both:
‘Preach!” So, they™®"Ys would preach with two sermons, no one from the children of the
Prophets™® and the Messengers™®® would have heard the like of these.
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Then the caller would call out, and he™ is Jibraeel™®s: “Where is Fatima®"* daughter?W%s of
Muhammad*"W! Where is (Syeda) Khadeeja Bint Khuwaylid ! Where is Maryam Bint Imran-
3| Where is Aasiya Bint Muzahim™@? Where is Umm Kulsoom™* mother® of Yahya Bin
Zakariya@s?’ So, they® would be standing.
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Allah-#" Blessed and Exalted will Say: “O people of the gathering! For whom is the Honour
today?’ So, Muhammad="¥, and Ali®"%s, and Al-Hassan®"s, and Al-Husayn?*"s will say: ‘For
Allah®2%i the One, the Subduer!’
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Allah-#% the Exalted will Say: “O people of the gathering! 1"l have Made the honour to be
for Muhammad=®"%, and Ali®", and Al-Hassan?®%s, and Al-Husayn®"s, and (Syeda)
Fatima !
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O people of the gathering! Lower your heads and close your eyes, for this here is (Syeda)
Fatima™@s"s travelling to the Paradise!”
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Jibraeel™® would come with a camel from the camels of Paradise, brocaded on the two sides,
its reins being of large wet pearls. Upon it would be a covering of coral. It would kneel in front
of her@%s, She%s would ride. A hundred thousand Angels would be sent to her?"“s to travel
on her®%"sright, and a hundred thousand Angels would be sent to her?¥s to travel on her?asws
left, and one hundred thousand Angels would be sent to her?s“s carrying her?%s upon their
wings until they travel with her?"s to the door of Paradise.
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When she®"s gets to the door of Paradise, she®"s would turn around, and Allah®% would

Say: “O daughter®Ys of My3#% Beloved! What made you™"s turn, and 1™ have already
Commanded with you™"* to be in My?*¥ Paradise?”




Barzakh — What Happens after Death? www.hubeali.com

. 0t i oF 7 [C AN 3.0z o P N T Y PR og <. o5 9% P RV )
@l g5 G Y Sl 88 B 3 O 08 o B ) oo S B GRS o2 1S e 3 ()88 Do 0T 23T G b s

:?:fi.-\ %;E 9:)..:\.3

She%s would say: ‘O Lord??i! [%s would love for my?2**s worth to be known today in the
like of this Day’. Allah®" would Say: “O daughter®"s of My 32 Beloved! Look at the one who
had a grain of love for you™@"s in his heart, from your?"s offspring, take his hand and enter
him to the Paradise!”’
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Abu Ja’far®s said: ‘By Allah"®%, O Jabir! On that day she®"s would pick out her?Ws Shias,
and ones loving her@%s, |like what the bird tends to pick the good seed from the bad seeds.
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So, when her?s Shias come to be with her?¥s at the door of Paradise, Allah?** would Cast
into their hearts that they turn around. When they do turn around, Allah*"i Mighty and
Majestic will Say: “O My?? Beloved ones! What made you turn around, and Fatima2"s,
daughter?%s of My3i Beloved, has already interceded for you all?”
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They would say, ‘O Lord#¥! We would love for our worth to be known in the like of this Day!’
Allah?? would Say: “O My ®% Beloved ones! Return and look at the one who had loved you
for the love of (Syeda) Fatima®"*! Look at the one who had fed you for the love of (Syeda)
Fatima®s! Look at the one who had clothed you for the love of Fatima™@*s! Looked at the
one who had quenched you a drink for the love of (Syeda) Fatima=¥*! Look at the one who
repelled the backbiting away from you for the love of (Syeda) Fatima?"“*! Take him by the
hand and enter him into the Paradise!”
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Abu Ja’far®"s said: ‘By Allah®*¥il There will not remain anyone among the people except a
doubter, or a Kafir, or a hypocrite!’
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So, when they come to be between the layers, they would call out, like what Allah??" the
Exalted has Said: there is none for us from the intercessors [26:100] Nor an intimate friend
[26:101]. They would say, ‘If only there was a return for us, we would be from the Momineen

[26:102] .
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Abu Ja’far®V¥s said: ‘Far be it! Far be it! They would be refused what they would be requesting
for: And if they were to be returned, they would repeat what they had been Forbidden from;
and they are lying [6:28]" .+

Barzakh is either a garden from Paradise or a punishment of the Hell:
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And Ali®"s Bin Al-Husayn@"* said: ‘The grave is either a garden from the Garden of the
Paradise, or a pit from the Pits of the Fires’.*?
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‘From Amir Al-Momineen@%* having said: ‘And as for the rebuttal upon one who denies the
Reward and the Punishment in the world after the death, before the Day of Judgment, so
Allah??¥ the Exalted is Saying: On the Day when it comes, no soul shall (be able to) speak
except by His Permission, then from them (some) would be unfortunate and (some)
fortunate [11:105] So as for those who are unfortunate, they would be in the Fire wherein
sighing and groaning for them [11:106] Abiding therein so long as the skies and the earth
endure, [11:107] — the Verse.
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And as for those who are fortunate, they would be in the Paradise, abiding therein for as
long as the skies and the earth endure, except what Allah so Desires, [11:108] — meaning the
skies and the earth before the Day of Judgment, replacing the skies and the earth; and like
the Words of the Exalted: And behind them is Al-Barzakh up to the Day they would be
Resurrected [23:100].
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And it is a matter between the two matters, and it is the Reward and the Punishment between
the world and the Hereafter, and its example are the Words of the Exalted: The Fire — they
would be presented to it morning and evening; and on the Day the Hour would be
Established, [40:46] — and the morning and evening cannot happen to be during the Day of

41 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 43, The book of History — Fatima Al-Zahra®“¢, Ch 3 H 57
42 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 6, The book of Justice, S2, Ch 8 H 2
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Judgment which is the House of the eternal abiding, and rather they are happening in the
world.
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And Allah?" the Exalted Said regarding the inhabitants of the Paradise: and for them would
be their sustenance therein morning and evening [19:62]. But rather, they would be existing
from the night and the day, in a Garden of the life before the Day of Judgment. Allah?% the
Exalted Said: neither seeing (heat of a) sun therein nor intense cold [76:13]; and an example
of it are the Words of the Glorious: And do not reckon those who are killed in Allah's Way as
dead; but, they are alive being sustained in the Presence of their Lord [3:169] Rejoicing in
what Allah has Given them from His Grace [3:170] — the Verse.*3
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And WS (Ali@sWs) am for it with the Message after Muhammad™=®"%, and there is no Prophet"
saWW after Muhammad™"Y, and how can they repent (now) and they are in the Al-Barzakh of
the Qiyamah. The wishful thinking deceived him, and he was deceived by the arch-deceiver
in respect of Allah [31:33]. He is upon the brink of a cliff so it collapses with him into the Fire
of Hell? And Allah does not Guide the unjust people [9:109]" (an extract).**
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And he@¥s (Ali®"%) said in condemnation of the world in a sermon he™® had preached: ‘The
Praise is for Allah 2l |3%s praise Him2"¥ seek His 3" Assistance, and believe in Him??¥, and
rely upon Him?2%, and " testify that there is no god except Allah*" Alone, there being no
associate for Him?2¥, and that Muhammad™S is His#¥ servant and His??"/ RasoolsaWW,
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He?? had Sent him with the truth and the religion of guidance in order to remove your
infirmities by it, and to awaken your heedlessness with it. And know that you will be dying
and be resurrected from after the death, and you will be paused upon your deeds and be
Recompensed for it.
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43 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 6, The book of Justice, S 2, Ch 8 H 76
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 29, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals,Ch 15 H 11
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Therefore, do not let life of this world deceive you, for it is a house with engrossing afflictions,
and with well-known fatigue, and described with the treachery, and all what is in it is
(heading) to a decline, and it is a state and disputes between its people. Its situations are not
permanent nor is one safe from its evil.

s WGlRT G 5 240 ¥ a8 29l 5 250 e o Bt g6 5 R gl jk 5 3 g e 20 Yt 5 olg g Gl T

s Ao 0 4. P PR N PR PR R L R PR P Y . oz Btos, 2 w07
Spse ke o 3 0e0Ae G 4B 35 Llis tiel 5 Wil dguesf BAGELA Tl

Its people are disassociated from it regarding prosperity and happiness when they are in
affliction and deceptions from it, in different situations, and sometimes spending the life in it
is reprehensible, and the prosperity in it is not permanent, and rather its people in it are
exposed, being targeted being shot at by its arrows, and breaking them with its bayonets, and
every death therein is pre-determined, and his share is fulfilled from it.
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And know, servants of Allah-#%¥! You all, and what you are in from this world, are upon a way
of the ones who have gone past, from the ones who were of longer lifespans than you, and
stronger than you in prowess, and more building of houses, and of further impacts.
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They voices have become silent, inactive from after lengthy speeches, and their bodies have
decayed, and their houses are vacant, and their having been healthy. They have been replaced
with the tombs for their castles, and the rocks and stones for their softly spread-out cushions
pillowed in the grave. Its courtyards have been built for the ruination.
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Their places are close, and their dwellers are alienated being lonely between the people of
desolate buildings and people of busy places, they are not comforting each other with the
lives, nor are they connecting with each other the connecting of the neighbours and brethren,
based upon what is between them of the nearby neighbourhood, and close by houses.
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And how can there be connection between them, and they have been grinded by the wearing

out of decay, and the rains and the soil have consumed them. They have become dead after
the life, and as remains after youthfulness of life.
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The loved ones have grieved with them, and they settled in the soil, and they went away so
there isn’t any return for them. Far be it! Far be it! It is merely a word he is saying. And behind
them is Al-Barzakh up to the Day they would be Resurrected [23:100]. You are going to what
they have gone to, from the decay and the loneliness in the abode, and you have been
pledged to be in that lying place, and that depository has been guaranteed to you all.
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So how will it be with you if the affairs had ended, and the graves have scattered, and
whatever is in the chest has been obtained, and you are paused for the results in front of the
Majestic King? The hearts will fly to its dread due to the previous sins, and the veils and the
curtains will be torn away from you, and faults and the secrets will be revealed from you. Over
there, every soul shall be Recompensed for what it had earned.
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Allah-#% Mighty and Majestic Says: for Him to Recompense those committers of evil for what
they had done, and (for) Him to Recompense those did good, with the Goodness [53:31].
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And Said: And the book will be Placed, so the criminals would see being fearful from what is
in it, and they would be saying, ‘O woe be unto us! What is this book, neither leaving
(anything) small or large except it numbers it?’ And they would be finding whatever they
had done as being present, and your Lord will not Wrong anyone [18:49].
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May Allah??% Make us?*s and you all to be workers with His®" Book, followers of His3"
friends until we®Ys and you all are released to an ever-lasting House from His®*% Grace.

Surely, He™ js Praise-worthy, Glorious”.*

The Triumph for a believer:
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And from him?"* having said: ‘Then Momin, when there is a barrier between him and the
talking (at death), Rasool-Allah2"¥ comes to him. He™@""¥ sits on his right, and Ali®"* comes
and sits on his left.
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Rasool-Allah*®"¥ says to him: ‘As for what you had been hoping for, it is in front of you, and
as for what you had been fearing, you have been secured from it’.

3
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Then a door from the Paradise is opened for him. It is said to him, ‘This is your house from the
Paradise. If you like we can return you to the world, and for you would be its gold and its
silver’. He says, ‘There is no need for me regarding the world’.
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During that, his face brightens, and his forehead sweats, and his lips contract, and his nostrils
spread, and his left eyes sheds tears. When you see that, then suffice with it, and it is Word
of Allah?% Mighty and Majestic: For them is the glad tiding in the life of the world [10:64]" .*°
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Ali®"s Bin Abu Talib@"s, and he®"* was performing Sajdah, crying, to the extent that his?sWs
wailing was high and his@"* voice was raised with the crying. We said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen"
asws| YourasWs crying has sickened us and we are burnt and cracked, and we have not seen you-
aWs to have done similar to this deed at all!’
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He 2% said: ‘I*"s was performing Sajdah, supplicating to my2"s Lord?*" with a supplication
for the goodness in my @ Sajdah, and my 2% eyes overcame me?"s, and %S saw a dream
which terrified me®"“* and alarmed me®"s, |s saw Rasool-Allah™®"W standing, and he™s®WW
was saying: ‘O Abu Al-Hassan?s| Your?s gbsence has been prolonged, so I®%% desired to
see you s, and my W Lord?*¥ has Fulfilled for me?**s what He®¥ has Promised me "W
regarding yousws’,
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I3s%s said: ‘O Rasool-Allah*®""! And what is that which He®" Fulfilled for you™®"¥ regarding

mesWs?’ HesaWW gaid: ‘Hes®WW Fulfilled for mes*"Y regarding you®*s, and regarding your2as"s
wife®%s and your?%s two sons@%s, and your?¥s offspring to be in the lofty ranks in llliyeen’.

46 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 78 — The Book Cleanliness —Ch 5 H 29 d (Chapters on Funerals)




Barzakh — What Happens after Death? www.hubeali.com

M 23 o8l 7. o s A4 :’;Ja,///’/</ﬁ//.<ﬁ/;/,,«J‘,/?/‘£;°é
W (hlas (5 5 ©)plas o0 18,08 5 Uas Waas JB aaad A ol 6 a5 ST L &5

[Ws said: ‘By my@"s father? and my?*"* mother?, O Rasool-Allah*""! What about ourasws
Shias?’ He®WW said: ‘Our®"s Shias would be with us?"* and their castles would be parallel to
our@Ws castles, and their houses would be facing our®"“s houses’.
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[@Ws said: ‘O Rasool-Allah=2"WI So, what is for our?W%s Shias in the world?’ He™®"¥ said: ‘The

security and the health’. I®%s said: ‘So, what is for them at the death?’ He®"" said: ‘The man
would judge regarding himself and instruct the Angel of death with obeying him’.
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IS said: ‘So, what is a recognised limit of that?’ He™®"W said: ‘Yes. Qur®"s Shias of the most
intense love for us®%s, the exit of his soul would happen like one of you drinking the cold
water during a day of summer which the hearts had been cut by it, and the rest of them would
be dying just as one of you falls asleep on his bed, as delighted as his eyes could be with his
death”.%’

Life and death are two creations of Allah22"i;
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Muhammad Bin Yaqoub, by his chain from Fazalat, from Musa Bin Bakr, from Zurara, who has narrated the
following:

‘Abu Ja’far@Ws has said: ‘The life and the death are two creations of Allah22¥, So if the death
comes, it enters into the human being. It never enters into anything except that the life has
departed from it’.*®
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Ibn Mahboub, from Abu Ja’far Al-Howl, from Salaam Bin Al-Mustaneer, who has narrated the following:

Abu Ja’far@Ws said: ‘Allah"@V Created the Paradise before He®%i Created the Fire, and
Created the obedience before He@W Created the disobedience, and Created the Mercy
before the Anger, and Created the good before the evil, and Created the earth before the sky,

47 Bihar Al Awaar — V 40, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen®%s, Ch 126 H 11
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and Created the life before the death, and Created the sun before the moon, and Created the

light before the darkness’.*°

Salman’s talking to the soul:

Al-Asbagh narrates that Salman before passing away called me and told me that Rasool Allah-
saww has foretold me (Salman) that | will be talking to the souls prior to dying, so we took
Salam to a graveyard where he called for the departed souls, the narration is lengthy and is

given in Appendix VII.

Appendix I: The most difficult times of the son of Adam™*
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‘AlisWs Bin Al-Husayn™@¥s said: ‘The most difficult times of the son of Adam™ are three — the
time in which he witnesses the Angel of death, and the time in which he would be standing
from his grave, and the time in which he would pause in front of Allah-#*¥i Blessed and Exalted,
so either he would go to the Paradise or he would go to the Fire’.
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Then he™®%s said: ‘If you are safe during the death, O son of Adam™*, then you are who you
are, or else you are destroyed; and if you are safe when you are placed in your grave, O son
of Adam™®, then you are who you are, or else you are destroyed; and if you are safe when the
people are carried upon the Bridge, then you are who you are, or else you are destroyed; and
if you are safe when the people are standing to the Lord?* of the worlds, then you are who
you are, or else you are destroyed.
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Then he®%s recited: And behind them is Al-Barzakh up to the Day they would be Resurrected
[23:100]. He®Ys said: ‘It is the grave, and that for them in it is a straitened life [20:124]. By

Allaha2¥i] The grave is either a garden from the Gardens of the Paradise or a pit from the pits
of the Fire’.
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Then he™®"s turned towards a man from his@"s gatherers and said to him: ‘The inhabitant of
the sky has known dweller of the Paradise from a dweller of the Fire, so which of the two men
are you? And which of the two houses is your house?”’.>°

Appendix Il: Questioning in the grave
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‘Abu Abdullah@¥s said: ‘There would be no questioning in the grave except for the one who
sincerely (adhered to) the pure Eman (belief) or the one who sincerely (adhered to) the pure
disbelief, and as for the others, so it would be deferred from them’.”!
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‘| said to Abu Ja’far®Ys, ‘May Allah?? Keep you well! Who are the questioned ones in their
graves?’ He®%s said: ‘The ones of pure belief and the ones of pure disbelief’. | said, ‘So there
remain these people’. By Allah#¥! They will be left alone (as their punishment will be in the
wait —to find out if they are saved or destroyed)’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So | said, ‘And what would they be questioned about?’ He®"* said:
‘About the Proof?"s established between them. So it would be said to the Believer: ‘What
are you saying regarding so and so, son of so and so?’ So he would be saying, ‘That is my
Imam"¥, So it would be said, ‘Sleep. May Allah®*I Grant sleep to your eyes’. And they would
open for him a Door from the Paradise, and he would not cease to be gifted from its
fragrances up to the Day of Judgement.
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And it would be said to the Infidel: ‘What are you saying regarding so and so, son of so and
so?’ So he would be saying, ‘| have heard of him, and | do not know what he is’. So it would

50 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 6, The book of Justice, S2, Ch 6 H 19
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be said to him: ‘You will not know’. And they would open for him a Door from the Fire, so he
would not cease to Gifted from its heat up to the Day of Judgement’.>?
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(It has been narrated) from Amro Bin Al-Ash’as who heard Abu Abdullah®¥ saying: ‘The man
would be questioned in his grave. So if he is firm (upon his beliefs), they would expand for
him seven cubits in his grave, and open for him a Door to the Paradise, and it would be said
to him: ‘Sleep, the sleep of the newly-wed, with delighted eyes’.>3
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"s saying: ‘When the man is placed in his grave, two Angels come over
to him, an Angel upon his right and an Angel upon his left, and the Satan™ stands in front of
him, his™ eyes being (the colour of) of brass. So it is said to him: ‘What are you saying
regarding the man who was in between you (and us)?’
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He#%s said: ‘So he is seized by a panic, and he is saying, if he was a Believer, ‘Is it about
Muhammad=®"% Rasool-Allah=®"" that you are questioning me?’ So they are saying to him:
‘Sleep a sleep in which there are no dreams’, and they expand his grave by nine cubits, and
he sees his seat from the Paradise, and these are the Words of Allah?* Mighty and Majestic
[14:27] Allah Affirms those who believe with the firm Word in the life of the world and in
the Hereafter.
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And when it was an Infidel, they both say to him: ‘Who is this man who has appeared in
between you (and us)’. So he is saying, ‘I do not know’. So they both leave him (to be with)
the Satan™ >4
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullahs¥s having said: ‘The Believer, when he is brought
out from his house, the Angels escort him to his grave, crowding around him until when he
ends up to his grave, the ground says to him: ‘Welcome to you and hello. By Allah#¥! | used
to love it that the likes of you were walking upon me. You shall see what | would be doing
with you’. So it expands for him to the extent of his vision, and two Angels of the grave come
over to him and they both are seated in the grave, Munkar and Nakeer.

) S22 3 55 15 5 9k PO U B s A8 001 00 0 1 4 9t w9l 5 kel ke ) e s il

508 08 sl 5 5 D (T ke 1 Lo

So they cast the soul into him up to his waist and sit him upright, and they question him saying
to him: ‘Who is your Lord?*?’ So he is saying, ‘Allah®*¥’, So they are saying: ‘What is your
Religion?’ So he is saying, ‘Al-Islam’. So they are saying: ‘Who is your Prophet*2¥"?’ So he is
saying, ‘Muhammad=""’, So they are saying, ‘Who is your Imam2¥s?’ So he is saying, ‘So and

’

SO.
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So a Caller Calls out from the sky: “My??" servant speaks the truth. Furnish for him in his
grave from the (furnishings from the) Paradise, and open for him in his grave, a Door to the
Paradise. Clothe him from the clothes of the Paradise until he comes to Us??, and what is
with Us3W js better for him”. Then it is said to him: ‘Sleep a sleep of the newly-wed, there
being no dream in it’.
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He@%s said: ‘And if he was an Infidel, the Angels come out escorting him to his grave until
when they end up with him to his grave, the earth says to him: ‘You are not welcome at all!
By Allah?2¥! | used to hate the likes of you when they walked upon me,. However, you shall
see what | would be doing with you today’. So it constricts upon him until his two sides collide.
He@%s said: ‘Then two Angels of the grave come over to him, and they are both seated in the
grave, Munkar and Nakeer.
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Abu Baseer said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you@"*! Do they both come over to the Believer and
the Infidel in one image?’ So he®%s said: ‘No. They sit him up and cast the soul into him up to
his waist, and they are saying to him: ‘Who is your Lord#¥?’ So he stammers and would be
saying, ‘l had heard the people saying (such and such)’. So they are saying: ‘You do not know’,
and they are saying to him: ‘What is your Religion?’ So he stammers, and they are saying to
him: ‘You do not know’, and they are saying to him: “‘Who is your Prophets®“%?’ So he is saying,
‘I had heard the people saying (such and such)’. So they are saying to him: ‘You do not know,
and they ask him about the Imam™s¥s of his time.
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He3%s said: ‘So a Caller Calls out from the sky: “My?™ servant lies! Furnish for him in his
grave from the Fire, and clothe him from the clothes of the Fire, and open for him a Door to
the Fire until he comes to Us?™, and what is with Us*" is more evil for him”. So they strike
him with a hammer with three strikes, there not being a strike from it except that it scatters
the Fire in his grave. If a mountain were to be struck with that hammer, it would decompose
to be like dust’.
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And Abu Abdullah?%s said: ‘And Allah#" would Cause him to be overcome in his grave by
the snakes ravaging him with a ravaging, and the Satan™@ saddening him with a sadness’.
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He 2% said: ‘And his Punishment is heard by the creatures of Allah-** except for the Jinn and
the human beings. And he hears the sound of their shoes stepping, and the scratching of their
hands, and these are the Words of Allah?*" Mighty and Majestic [14:27] Allah Affirms those
who believe with the firm Word in the life of the world and in the Hereafter, and Allah Lets
the unjust to go astray, and Allah does whatsoever He so Desires to’.>>
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‘Abu Abdullah%s said: ‘The deceased would be questioned in his grave about five —about his
Salaat, and his Zakat, and his Hajj, and his Fasts, and his Wilayah of us®%s, the People?** of
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the Household. So the Wilayah would be saying from the side of the grave, to the other four:
‘Whatever enters, and it happens to be deficient, so it would be upon me to complete it’.>®

Appendix lll: Squeezing of the grave
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‘I said to Abu Abdullah?s%s, ‘Can anyone escape from the squeezing of the grave?’ So he?\s
said: ‘We"s seek Refuge with Allah®¥ from it. How few are the ones who would escape
from the squeezing of the grave. When Usman murdered Rugayya, Rasool-Allah*"¥ stood by
her grave and raised his*®¥ head towards the sky, and his eyes shed tears, and he™*"" said
to the people: ‘I°®"¥ remember this one and what she had faced, so I**¥% melted for her, and
[sawW gift to her (escape) from the squeezing of the grave’. He®%* said: ‘So he™®"W said: ‘O
Allah?2¥il Endow to me™®%, Rugayya being free from the squeezing of the grave’. So Allah-
azwj Gifted it to her, for him=saww’,

oz

1 2 - ; G0N s it T o B se. 5G4 %% o wiyt e o4 - " G 7 a8 Tz
s ) A0l (g ade Lo ) B Jol moe s Gall 09220 3855 16 5 il Sl G g (s ale ) o) i 525 0) 5 J6
W e alt 33 2 O G) d Ses DU U3l Gasng 8T 232 €6 A el 18 Je S i ke JG %

He@%s said: ‘Rasool-Allah™®W went out in a funeral of Sa’ad, and seventy thousand Angels
has escorted him. So Rasool-Allah™®"¥ raised his*®“% head towards the sky, then said: ‘The
likes of Sa’ad would be squeezed’. (He - the narrator) said, ‘Il said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you"
asws] We are narrating that he used to belittle with the urine (uncleanness)’. So he " said:
‘Allah2?"i Forbid! But rather, he was with harsh mannerisms upon his family’.
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He % said: ‘So the mother of Sa’ad said, ‘Congratulations to you, O Sa’ad!” So Rasool-Allah"
saww said to her: ‘O mother of Sa’ad! Do not impose it upon Allah-22il’>7
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‘I asked him™@"s about the crucified, whether he would be punished by the Punishment of the
grave. So he®"s said: ‘Yes. Allah®" Mighty and Majestic would Command the air to squeeze
him’.>8
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(It has been narrated) from one of the two (5™ or 6™ Imam5*%) having said: ‘When Rugayya,
a (step) daughter of Rasool-Allah™®"¥ died, Rasool-Allah**"V said: ‘Join with our righteous
ancestors, Usman Bin Mazoun and his companions’.
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He % said: ‘And Syeda Fatima™s¥s was upon the verge of the grave, her?“s tears flowing into
the grave, and Rasool-Allah*®% was catching these with his*®%% clothes, standing,
supplicating, saying: ‘I recognise her (step-daughter) weakness, and I?"" asked Allah?%i
Mighty and Majestic that He*%i Rescue her from the squeezing of the grave’.>®

Appendix IV: A believer will be protected from the Horrors of the Day of
Reckoning:
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Al-Husayn ibn Muhammad has narrated from Mualla ibn Muhammad from Ali ibn Mirdas who has said that
Safwan ibn Yahya and al-Hassan ibn Mahbub have narrated from abu Ayyub from abu Khalid al-Kabuli who said:

‘I asked (Imam) Abu Ja’far®"s about the meaning of the words of Allah**¥i; ‘Those who
believe in Allah and His messenger and follow the Noor which is sent down .... ‘ (64:8) ‘The
Imam™*s said: ‘O Abu Khalid, | swear by Allah®2%, it is ‘A’immah2"s from the family of the
Holy Prophet™®"" up to the Day of Judgement who are called Noor in the above verse. They,
I3sWs swear by Allah*%s, are the Noor of Allah?™ whom He?¥ sent down. It is they2"s, |
swear by Allah®%¥, who are the Noor of Allah®*" in the heavens and in the earth. O Abu Khalid,
I#Ws swear by Allah??, that the Noor of Imam™"s in the hearts of the true believers is
brighter than the light of the sun in the midday.
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They2s%s, |-3ws swear by Allah??¥, give Noor to the hearts of the true believers and Allah-32%
may Block such Noor from reaching the hearts of whomever He?** may Will, thus their hearts
remain dark. O Abu Khalid, no one believes in our Divine Authority except that unless Allah"
azwj Cleanses his heart. Allah??¥ will not Cleanse the heart of a person until he or she will
acknowledge our?®¥s Divine Authority and submits to us@%“s. When one submits to usWws
Allah-® will Safeguard him against the severity of the Day of Reckoning and Grant him
security against the great horror on the Day of Judgement’.%0
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Ali ibn Asim has said, as part of a longer tradition, | fell down on each of ‘Holy Images’, the
footprints of Masomeen@*s and kissed them, | then kissed the hands of the Imam (Hassan al-
Askari®¥s) and said: Mola™"*! | am not in a position to physically support your?¥s cause but
[, in my solitude, praise you®"s and curse your enemies™. Please inform me about my
reckoning (in the Hereafter)?
Imam™@s replied: ‘Il narrate to you a hadith of our grandfather, Prophet of Allah****¥ who said:
‘The one who cannot extend support to Ahlul Bait®%s but instead denounces theiraws
enemies in his solitude, Allah®¥ Transmits his supplications to all His®" angels®. They?
also join him in sending ‘Laan’ on the enemies (of Ahl Al-Bayt®**) and they curse those who
refrain from sending ‘Laan’ on the enemies™ of Ahl Al-Bayt2s"s,
When his voice reaches the angels, they® ask forgiveness for him and praise him and plead
to Allah?" to bless the spirit of his *"i servant, who has made an effort in support of Your
azwi gllies®Ws, if he were capable of doing more, he surely would have supported them2sws
more strenuously.
Then a ‘Call’ comes from Allah=?*i;: O My Angels! I"*% have Answered your prayers in favour
of My slave. 1% have Sent blessing to his soul along with the spirits of the righteous ones. I
awi have also included him in the company of My2?" righteous ones.’®!
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‘I asked Abu Ja’far®“s about Words of Allah®*¥: And upon the heights would be men
recognising all by their marks [7:46]. He*"* said: ‘It was Revealed regarding this community,
and the ‘men’, they®"s are the Imam™?"¥s from Progeny s of Muhammadsa%"’,
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| said, ‘So (what about) ‘the heights’?’ He®%* said: ‘A bridge (pathway) between the Paradise
and the Fire. The ones from the Momineen sinners for whom the Imams®"* from us?Wws
intercede, would attain salvation, and one they do not intercede for, would collapse’.%?

Appendix V: Enemies of Ahl Al-Bayt*** are metamorphosed at death
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From him, from Salih, from Al-Washa’, from Karraam, from Abdullah Bin Talha who said:

| asked Abu Abdullah?"s about the lizard, so he®%s said: ‘Filthy, and it is a metamorphosed
(creature), all of them. So if you were to kill it, wash yourself (Ghusl)’. My?"s father was
seated in Al-Hijr, and with him™*¥* was a man to whom he#%*was narrating. So a lizard started
ululating with its tongue. So my2"* father said to the man: ‘Do you know what this lizard is
saying?’ He said, ‘I have no knowledge of what it is saying’. He™"s said: ‘It is saying that if you
mention Usman by insults, | will insult Ali®¥s until he goes from there’.
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He@%s said: ‘And my s father?%s said: ‘There is none from the Clan of Umayya who dies,
but he gets metamorphosed as a lizard. Abdul Malik Bin Marwaan, when death descended
upon him, was metamorphosed into a lizard in front of the children who were in his presence.
So when he was lost, that was a great (problem) for them as they did not know what to do.
Then they met in a gathering, and decided to take a trunk and make it to look like a man. So
they did that and clothed that with a coat of iron armour. Then they wrapped it in the shroud.
So no one from the people knew about it except for myself?**s and his children’.®3

Appendix VI: Where does the ‘Ruh’ of a Momin and a Kafir go after death?
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‘Abu Abdullah@%s asked: ‘The fountain which is between Basra up to Sana’a, would you like
to see it?’ | said, ‘Yes, may | be sacrificed for you@"“s, He*%s took me by my hand, to the
outskirts of Al-Medina. Then he®"s struck the ground with his"* foot. | saw a river flowing
whose banks could not be distinguished except for the place which | was standing in, for it
was like an island. I and him™s¥s were on it. We saw a river on the side of it which was of water
whiter than snow, and on the side of that one was a river of milk whiter than snow, and in the
midst of it was a river of wine better than sapphire, and | had not seen anything more
beautiful than the wine which was between the milk and the water. | said to him™@%s, ‘May |
be sacrificed for you®"s, from where do these fountains flow from and what are their
courses?’ He®Ys said: ‘These fountains are the ones Mentioned by Allah-? in His* Book as
being rivers in the Paradise, the fountain of water, and fountain of milk, and fountain of wine,
flowing in this river. And saw its river banks some trees, in which were Houries with dangling
hair. | had not seen anything more beautiful than them, and in their hands were utensils more
beautiful than which | had never seen before, and these were not utensils from the world. He
asws gastured by his®"s hand to someone to quench his@%s thirst. | looked at her, and she
leaned to scoop the water from the river. The tree leaned with her. She scooped the water
and presented it to him™?@W%s, He®"s drank. He™®Ys gestured with his"s hand to fetch more
water. She leaned forward to scoop it and the tree leaned with her. Then she presented it to
me. | drank from it. | had not seen a drink softer than it, and its aroma was the aroma of the
musk.

| looked in the cup and in it were three kinds of drinks. | said to him?%, ‘May | be sacrificed
for you™"s, | have not seen a day like this at all, and | never thought that a matter like this can
happen’. He®"s said to me: ‘This is only a little of what Allah?" has Promised for ours"s
Shiites. When a momin passes away, his Ruh comes to this river, and dwells in its gardens,
and drinks from its drinks, and when our®%s enemy dies, his Ruh goes to the valley of Barhoot,
and gets indulges in its punishments, and gets fed from its Zaggoom trees, and gets quenched
for its Hameem. You should seek refuge in Allah-®*¥ from that valley’.%*

Yo O3 0 S oty ¢ e A 05 106 5l i oo 3 o o i) 38 e o i o 0t g ST s

i s el J6 tlu sl opkTasny J6d sl 2

‘Abu Ja’far?%s descended into the valley of Zajnan, and said three times: ‘May Allah®¥ not
Forgive (your sins) for you!” Then he?"s said to his "% companions: ‘Do you know why [-@sws

64 Basaair al Darajaat, section 8, ch. 13, H. 3.
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said what 1% said?’ | said, ‘Why did yous"s say it, may Allah?% Make us to be sacrificed for
you—asws?'
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He#%s said: ‘Muawiya passed by being pulled by the chain, expressing by his tongues asking
me WS that I seek Forgiveness for him, and this is called the valley of Zajnan, being from
the valleys of Hell””.%°

Appendix VII: Salman’s Talking to the Soul
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‘I was with Salman Al-Farsi™ and he™ was the Emir of Al-Madain in the era of Amir Al-
Momineen Ali"#%s Bin Abu Talib@%s, and that is he™ had been made the governor by Umar
Bin Al-Khattab, and he™ had stayed up to the rule of Ali"®%* Bin Abu Talib™@s"%s,
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Al-Asbagh said, ‘l went to him™ one day and he™ had fallen sick in his™ iliness in which he™
passed away. | did not cease to console him™ in his™ illness until the matter became difficult
with him2"s and he™ was certain of the death. He " turned towards me and said to me, ‘O
Asbagh! Rasool-Allah*®"¥ made a pact with me™ saying: ‘O Salman™! The dead will speak to
you'@ when your™ expiry approaches’, and 1™ have been desirous to know that whether my"
'@ expiry has approached or not’.
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Al-Asbagh said, ‘What is that you™ are instructing, O Salman™, O my brother™?’ He™ said to
him: ‘Bring me a bier (table) and furnish upon it what tends to be furnished for the deceased,
then carry me™"s between four and come with me™ to the graveyard’. Al-Asbagh said (words
of) love and honour. He went out hastily and disappeared for a while and came with a bier
and furnished upon it what tends to be furnished for the deceased. Then a people came and
carried him™ until they came with him™ to the graveyard. When they placed him™ in it, he
'3 said to them, ‘O people, face my™ face towards the Qiblah’.
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When he™ was facing the Qiblah, he™ called out at the top of his™ voice, ‘The greetings be
upon you, O people of the plains of calamities! The greetings be upon you, O one veiled from
the world!’.
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He said, ‘No one answered him™, so he™ called out for a second time, ‘The greetings be upon
you, O ones the death have been made to be a lunch for them! O ones the earth has been
made to be a covering upon you! The greetings be upon you, O ones who met their deeds in
the house of the world! The greetings be upon you, O awaiters of the first blowing (of the
trumpet)!
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I ask you by Allah?"i the Magnificent and the honourable Prophet=2¥%, an answerer from
you should answer me™™, for I™ am Salman Al-Farsi™, slave of Rasool-Allah®"%, and hesaWW
had said to me™: ‘O Salman™! When your™ expiry approaches, the dead will speak to you,
and 1™ have desired to know whether my™ expiry has drawn near or not’.
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When Salman™ was silent from his™ speech, and there he™ was with a deceased speaking
from his grave and he was saying, ‘The greetings be to you™ and Mercy of Allah®*" and His’
azwi Blessings. O people of the buildings and the perishing, the ones pre-occupied with the
plains of the world. Here we are listening to your™ speech and being quick to answer you™?,
so ask whatever comes to you™, may Allah??¥ the Exalted have Mercy on you™.
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Salman™ said, ‘O you speaker after the death, the speaker after regret of the death, are you
from the people of the Paradise or from the people of the Fire?’ He said, ‘O Salman™! | am
from the ones Allah®% the Exalted Conferred upon with His®* Pardon and His®** Honour
and Entered me into His*" Garden by His®*"i Mercy’.
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Salman™ said to him, ‘Now, O servant of Allah?¥, describe to me2*s the death and how you
found it to be and what is that you faced from it, and what you saw and what you witnessed’.
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He said, ‘Shh, no, O Salman™! By Allah?%i! Being cut by the scissor and sawn by the saws
would have been easier upon me than the agony of death.
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Know that | was in the house of the world from the one who Allah®¥ the Exalted Inspired the
good to me, and | used to act with it, and fulfilled His* Obligations, and recited His#" Book,
and was covetous in being righteous with the parents, and shunned the Prohibitions, and was
scared of being unjust, and | struggled night and day in seeking the Permissible (sustenance)
fearing from pausing at begging. Which | was in the pleasure of life and exultation, and
happiness, and cheerfulness when | became sick and remained in my illness for days until my
term from the world expired.
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During that there came to me a person of large body, horrible sight, and he paused facing my
face, neither ascending to the sky nor descending to the earth. He gestured towards my sight
and blinded it, and to my hearing and deafened it, and to my tongue and muted it, and |
became neither seeing, nor hearing. During that my family and my assistants were crying and
my news appeared to my brothers and my neighbours.
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| said to him during that, “‘Who are you, O you who has pre-occupied me from my wealth and
my family and my children?’ He said, ‘1 am the Angel of death. | have come to you in order to
uproot you from the house of the world to the Hereafter, for your term has expired and your
death has come’.
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While he was like that, addressing me, when two persons came, and they were both of
beautiful creation | had seen. One of them sat on my right and the other on my left. They said
to me, ‘The greetings be upon you and Mercy of Allah-#*" and His " Blessings! We have come
to you with your book, so take it now and look at what is in it’.
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| said to them, ‘Which book is for me to be reading it?’ They said, ‘We are the two Angels,
those who were with you in the house of the world. We wrote down whatever was for you
and whatever was against you. Thus, this is the book of your deeds’. | looked into the book of
good deeds and it was in the hand of Al-Rageeb, and it cheered me what was in it, and | did
not see the good deed and | laughed during that, and was happy with intense happiness, and
| looked into the book of evil deeds and it was in the hand of Al-Ateed, and it gloomed me
what | saw and made me cry.
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They said to me, ‘Receive glad tidings, the good is for you’. Then the first person came near
me and pulled out the soul, and there isn’t any pulling except and it stands in the place of
every difficulty from the sky to the earth. It did not cease to be like that until the soul came
to be in my chest. Then he gestured to me with a bayonet (of fire), if it were to be placed upon
the mountain, it would melt. He captured my soul from the nostrils of my nose.
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During that, the screaming rose (from my family) and there wasn’t anything which was said
to be done except and | was knowing with it. When the screaming of the people and their
crying intensified in alarm upon me, the Angel of death turned towards them with rage and
resentment and said, ‘O community of people! What are you crying from?
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By Allah?™, we are not being unjust to him so you are complaining, nor have we exceeded
upon him so you are shouting and crying, but we and you are servants of One Lord®%, and if
He??" were to Command you regarding us just as He**"l has Commanded us regarding you,
you will do similar regarding us just as we are (doing) regarding you.
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By Allah?¥il We did not seize him until his sustenance had perished and his term had come
to an end, and he has come to his Benevolent Lord?? to Judge regarding him whatever He
awi g0 Desires to, and He#"i is Able upon all things. So, if you are patient, you will be
Recompensed, and if you panic you will be sinning. How many times | return to you to seize
the sons and the daughters and the fathers and the mothers’.
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Then, during that, he turned away from me and the soul was with him. During that another
Angel came to him and took it from him and left it in a silken cloth and ascended with it and
placed it in front of Allah®?¥ in less than the blink of an eye. When the soul was there in front
of my Lord®" Glorious and Exalted, and He®*" Asked it about the minor and the major (sins),
and about the Salat, and the Fasts during Month of Ramazan, and Hajj of the House of Allah"
azwj the Sacred, and reciting the Quran, and the Zakat, and the charities, and the rest of the
timings, and the days, and obeying the parents, and about killing the person without a right,
and eating the wealth of the orphans, and about the injustices to the servants, and about the
(Salat) Tahajjud at night while the people slept, and what resembles that.
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Then from after that the soul was returned to the earth by the Permission of Allah-#?% the
Exalted. During that the washer came to me and uncovered me from my clothes and took to
washing me. The soul cried out, ‘O servant of Allah-#%i! Be kind with the weak body, for by
Allah?2¥ | did not come out from a vein except it was cut off, nor a limb except it hurt’. By
Allah-#%1 |f the washer had heard those words he would not wash a deceased, ever.
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Then he poured the water upon me and washed me with three washings and enshrouded me
and embalmed me in embalmment, and it is the provision which | came out with to the house
of the Hereafter. Then he snatched the ring from my right hand after his being free from the
washing and handed it to the eldest of my children and said, ‘May Allah?* Recompense you
regarding your father and Make the Recompense to be good for you, and the consolation’.
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Then he inserted me in the shroud, and indoctrinated me, and called my family and my
neighbours and said, ‘Come to him for the farewell’. They came during that to bid me farewell.
When they were free from bidding farewell to me, | was carried upon a bier of wood and the
soul was in front of my face and my shroud until | was placed for the Salat. They prayed Salat
upon me. When they were free from the Salat and carried me to my grave and placed in it, |
saw a great horror.
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O Salman™@! O servant of Allah?il Know that | had fallen from the sky to the earth in my
grave and the bricks were place upon me and the soil ushered upon me. During that, the soul
was given back the tongue and the hearing and the sight returned. When the caller called out
with the leaving, | was seized in the regret and said, ‘Alas! If only | was from the returning
ones. | was answered from the side of the grave: Never! It is merely a word he is saying. And
behind them is purgatory up to the Day they would be Resurrected [23:100].
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| said to him, “‘Who are you, O one who speaks to me and narrates to me?’ He said, ‘1 am an
alerter. 1 am an Angel. Allah-#*" Mighty and Majestic Allocated me to His ¥ creatures to alert
them after their death in order to write their deeds against their deeds in front of Allah-2%i
Mighty and Majestic’. Then he narrated to me and made me to be seated and said to me, ‘I
shall write your deeds’. | said, ‘I cannot count it’. He said to me, ‘Have you not heard the
Words of Allah?¥: Allah has Recorded it and they would have forgotten it, [58:6]?’
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Then he said, ‘Write and | shall dictate to you’. | said, ‘Where is the whiteness (paper)’. He
pulled at the side of my shoulder and there was a paper. He said, ‘This is your parchment’. |
said, ‘From where is the pen?’ He said, ‘Your index finger’. | said, ‘From where is the ink?’ He
said, ‘Your saliva’. Then he dictated unto me whatever | had done in the house of the world,
and there did not remain from my deeds, neither small nor bid except he dictated it, just as
Allah?2¥ the Exalted Said: and they would be saying, ‘O woe be unto us! What is this book,
neither leaving (anything) small or large except it numbers it?’ And they would be finding
whatever they had done as being present, and your Lord will not Wrong anyone [18:49].
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Then he took the book and sealed it with a seal and collared it in my neck, and a thought came
to me that the mountains of the world, all of them had been collared in my neck. | said to him,
‘O alerter! And why did you do such and such with me?’ He said, ‘Have you not heard the
Words of your Lord?*¥: And every human, We Fastened to him his fate in his neck, and We
will Bring out a Book for him on the Day of Judgment which he will find it spread out [17:13]
Read your book! Your own self will suffice against you today as a reckoner [17:14].
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Thus, this is what you will be addressed with on the Day of Qiyamah and they will come with

you and your book will be between your eyes, published. You will testify regarding it against
your own self.
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Then he turned away from me, and Munkar (Questioning Angel) came to me, being of gigantic
scenery and horrifying personality, and in his hand was an iron rod, if the Jinn and the humans
were to gather they would not have been able to move it. Then he shouted at me with a
shout, if the people of the earth would have heard it, they would have all died. Then he said
to me, ‘O servant of Allah#"il Who is your Lord??, and what is your Religion, and who is your
Prophet*®"¥, and what are you upon, and what is your word regarding the house of the
world?’
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My tongue seized from its panic and | was confused regarding my matter and | did not know
what | should be saying, and there wasn’t any limb in my body except it detached from me
out of fear. Then Mercy from my Lord?*i came and my heart calmed and my tongue spoke
with it. I said to him, ‘O servant of Allah-#%il Why are you making me panic and | know that |
testify that there is no god except Allah?*¥, and Muhammad=®"¥ is Rasool*®*% of Allah?",
and Allah®™ is my Lord®%, and Muhammad=*"¥ is my Prophet*®%, and Al-Islam is my
Religion, and the Quran is my Book, and the Kabah is my Qiblah, and Ali®"s is my Imam2"s,
and the Momineen are my brethren.
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And | testify that there is no god except Allah"#"¥ Alone, there being no associates for Him22¥,
and Muhammad®"" is His®" servant and His®** Rasool*?"¥, So this is my word and my belief
and upon it my Lord#" Cast me in my Hereafter’.
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During that, he said to me, ‘Now, receive glad tidings, O servant of Allah-#?", of the safety, for
you have attained salvation’, and he went away from me; and Nakeer (Questioning Angel)
came to me and shouted a shout more terrifying than the first shout, and my limbs knocked
against each other like the knocking of the fingers. Then he said to me, Give you deeds, O
servant of Allah-#2l’
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| remained confused, thoughtful regarding responding the answer. During that, Allah??¥
Turned away from me the severe dread, and the panic and Inspired me my argument, and
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good conviction and the inclination. | said during that, ‘O servant of Allah- 2"l Be gentle with
me for | have come out from the world and | testify that there is no god except Alone, there
being no associate for Him2%, and | testify that Muhammad=2"¥ is His®*¥ servant and His3"
Rasool*®% and that the Paradise is true, and the Fire is true, and the Bridge is true, and the
Scale is true, and the reckoning is true, and the questioning of the Munkar and Nakeer is true,
and the Resurrection is true.
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And that the Paradise and what Allah?* has Promised therein from the bounties is true, and
that the Fire and whatever Allah-#% has Threatened in it from the Punishments, is true, And
the Hour is coming, there is no doubt in it, and that Allah will Resurrect the ones in the
graves [22:7].
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Then he said to me, ‘O servant of Allah2¥! Receive glad tidings with the perpetual Bounties
and the ever-lasting goodness’. Then he made me lie down and said, ‘Sleep a sleep of the
bride’. Then he opened a door for me from by my head to the Paradise, and a door from by
my legs to the Fire. Then he said to me, ‘O servant of Allah?¥! Look at what you are destined
to from the Paradise and the Bounties, and to what you have been saved from, from the
Blazing Fire’.
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Then he closed the door which was from by my leg and he let the door which was from by my
head to remain open, to the Paradise. So, there went on to enter unto me from the breezes
of the Paradise and its Bounties, and my grave expanded to the extent of my sight, and he
went away from me.
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So this is my description and my narration and what | faced from the difficult horrors and |
testify that there is no god except Allah®" Alone, there is no associate for Him?™, and
Muhammad="" is His? servant and His** Rasool*®"¥, and | testify that the death is truly
bitter upon the side of my tongue, so watch out for Allah"#%, O questioner fearing from the
pausing of the questioner’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘He cut off his speech at that’. Salman™ said during that, ‘Place me™
down, may Allah#% Have Mercy on you!” We put him™ down to the ground. He™ said, ‘Take
me " back!” So we took him™ back. Then he™ blinked with his™ eye towards the sky and said:
‘O One in Whose Hand is the Dominion of all things, and to Him you shall be returning
[36:83]. And He?*i is and he Shelters and is not sheltered against,” [23:88]. In You™™i |
believe and to Your?™ Prophet*®"¥ | follow, and with Your?*¥ Book | ratify, and it has come
to me what You* Promised mesaWW’,
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O One?™ Who does not break the Promise! Capture me™ to Your?% Mercy and Descend
me™ to the house of Your?™ Honour, that there is no god except Allah?*¥ Alone, there is no
associate for Him2%, and 1@ testify that Muhammad2"¥ is His®*" servant and His"**" Rasool
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When he™ had completed his™ testimonies, his™ lamentation died down and he™ met his™
Lord*", may His?™i Lord*"i be Pleased from him™.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘While we were like that when a man came upon the mule Shahba’a,
veiled. He™®"s greeted upon us and we returned the greetings upon him2"s, He%s said, ‘O
Asbagh! Betake regarding the matter of Salman™. We undertook regarding his matter and |
took to the embalming and the enshrouding. He™®%s said: ‘Come, for with me™?"s is on his™
behalf’. So, we came to him@%s with water and washing ingredients. He®"* did not cease to
wash him™ with his®"%* hand until he®"“* was free, and enshrouded him™, and we prayed
Salat upon him™, and buried him™, and Ali®Ys laid him™* in his™ grave by his®"* hands.
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When we were free from burying him?"s and thought of leaving, | attached with his™@Ws
clothes and said to him?@%s, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?"*| How would be one who loves you3s¥s
and one who knows you®%s, with the death of Salman™?’ He®%s turned towards me and
said: ‘O Asbagh! Take the Pact of Allah#?¥ and His"®*" Covenant upon you! You will not narrate
to anyone with it for as long as you are alive in the house of the world’.

Y &) ald pel S 36 Bl 5 1age 2o A5 (uedll Gl 0 4 &5 D308 ok oy ailol 0 Y JUS GBS &gal Gaadl Gl § ES
et 8 e 5 5 ek b BN 2 Bl ki B B35

| said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?"s! Will | die before you@"s?’” He®%s said: ‘No, O Asbagh, but
for the length of your life’. | said to him@%s, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"$| Take a pact and a
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covenant upon me, for | am a listener to you™"%s, obedient. | will not narrate with it until Allah
azwj Decrees from your@Ys matter what He®*"i Decrees, and He®*¥ is Able upon all things’.
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He " said to me: ‘O Asbagh! Rasool-Allah*®"¥ had pacted me?"“* with this, and I have
prayed Salat this moment in Al-Kufa, and I*"* had come out intending my#¥s house. When I’
asws grrive to my s house, 1°"s lied down. A comer came to me?"sin my®%“s dream and said,
‘O Ali"%s] Salman™ has expired, lament him™. So, I*Y* rode my?** mule and took with me"
asws what is correct for the deceased and went on to travel.
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Allah-®% Drew near what was far for me?%s and " came as what you saw me3"s, and
Rasool-Allah*®"¥ had informed me?*¥s with this’. Then he®"s buried him™ and covered him"
3 and | did not see whether he™®"* ascended to the sky or descended into the ground. | came
to Al-Kufa and the caller was calling out for the Maghrib Salat, and Ali®%s was present with
them. And this was from the narration of the expiry of Salman Al-Farsi™"’ .66
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