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In the Name of Allah" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah " Lord*™ of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad®“" and his*"" Purified Progeny s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
B E ) P E S H

‘Battle of Nahrawan’

Summary:

The hypocrites (called Kharaji), who fought in the battle of Siffeen, rose against Amir-ul-
Momieen@¥s at a place called ‘Nahrawan’. Amir-ul-Momineen " addressed them:

I#sWs am warning you that you will be killed here and that you have no excuse before Allah3?
nor any authority. You have come out of your houses and now Divine ruling will trap you. I’
asws had advised you against this but you rejected my 2" advice. Your heads are devoid of
intelligence. Allah?"i 's woe be to you! 1% have not put you in any misfortune nor wished
you harm.!

The Kharajis were all killed in the battle except for few- among them was Abu Rehman ibn
Muljim™, who later took part in the assassination of Amir-ul-Momineen s in the Masjid of
Kufa.

Introduction:
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‘AliasWs [bn Abu Talib@s%s: ‘Rasool-Allah@""Y said: ‘A group of people would be deviating from
Al-Islam just as the arrow deviates (shoots off) from the archer. They would be reciting the
Quran, it would not be exceeding their throats. Beatitude is for the one who kills them and
they kill him”.2

Also in another Hadith:
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‘I was seated in the presence of Ali®"s, He%s said: ‘IS entered to see Rasool-Allah™#"% and
there wasn’t anyone with him=®"% except Ayesha. He "% said: ‘O |bn Abu Talib?*s! How will

1 Nahjul Balagha, Sermon 36.
2 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 22 H578 a
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you"s be and the people would be such and such?’ 1% said: ‘Allah?™ and His?2
Rasool*®"" are more knowing’.
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HesaWY said: ‘A group of people would be emerging from the east. They would be reciting the
Quran not exceeding their throats. They would be deviating from the religion like the
deviation (Shooting off) of the arrow from the archer. Among them would be a man of a
disabled hand, as if his hand is an Ethiopian breast”.3
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‘AliWs travelled to Al-Nahrawan and killed the Kharijites. He™®"* said: ‘Seek the one-handed,
for the Prophet™®"" said: ‘There will come a people speaking the words of wisdom not
exceeding their throats, deviating from Al-Islam just as the arrow deviates (shoots off) from
the archer. Their mark, or among them would be a black man of disabled (cut-off) hand, in his
breast would be white hair’.

L sl g 3; ARt M FA A Casg b & JG V/,u« = ks SRV o vSv ji ol 3 V/,u« % ‘;:1:; Aib fg Jlfap

If he was among them, so you have killed evilest of the people, and if he does not happen to
be among them, then you have killed best of the people’. Then we found the one-handed, so

we fell down in Sajdah, and Ali®%s fell down in Sajdah along with us”.*

Ayesha narrated from Prophet™*®"" a Hadith about Nahrawan:
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‘Ayesha said to him when she realised that Ali®"“* had killed ‘One with the breasts’, ‘May
Allah-#% Curse Amro Bin Al-Aas, for he has written to me informing me that he was killed in
Alexandria (Egypt), except what is within myself (of the hatred of Ali®"*) isn’t preventing me
from saying what | heard from Rasool-Allah™@%" saying: ‘The best of my*®%*% community) from
after me=2"%, would be killing him”’.>

3 Bihar Al-Anwaar -V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 22 H578 b
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar -V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 22 H578 ¢
5 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 22 H 584 f
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Fighting the Kharijites
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‘When Ali®"s returned from Siffeen to Al-Kufa, the Kharijites stayed until they were a crowd,
then they went out to the desert at Al-Kufa named as Haroura. They called out, ‘There is no
Judgment except for Allah®%, and even if the Polytheists are averse to it! Indeed, Muawiya
and Ali*"s have both associated in the Judgment of Allah-22il’
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Ali@%s sent Abdullah Bin Al-Abbas to them. He looked into their affairs and spoke to them,
the returned to Ali®"s, He®"s said to him: ‘What did you see?’ Ibn Abbas said, ‘By Allah22¥! |
don’t know what they are’. He™®"* said: ‘Did you see them as hypocrites?” He said, ‘By
Allah-#%i1 Their signs are not signs of the hypocrites. In between their eyes are impact of the
Sajdahs and they are interpreting the Quran’. He®%s said: ‘Leave them for as long as they are
not spilling blood or usurping wealth’.
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And he®"s sent a message to them: ‘What is this which you are innovating and what are you
intending?’
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They said, ‘We want us and you™"s and the ones who were with you™"s at Siffeen to go out
for three night and repent to Allah?*¥i from the affair of the two judges, then we should travel
to Muawiya and fight him until Allah®*¥ Judges between us and him’.

i 10e 8 VT Al 5 aad s el 5 el G e s sl 2 (8

Alias¥%s said: “Why did you not say this when we were sending the two judges and taking the
pact from them and giving it to them? Why didn’t you say this on that day?’

ol s 30 e 5 ek 5 B g ke d OGS 6
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They said, ‘The war had been prolonged upon us, and the difficulties had intensified, and the
injuries were a lot, and the animals and the weapons were scarce’.
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He 2" said to them: ‘Is it so when the difficulties intensified upon you, you made a pact, when
you found the relaxation, you said, ‘We shall break the pact’? Surely, Rasool-Allah=®"¥% ysed
to be loyal to the Polytheists with the pact (and) you are instructing me2s¥s with breaking it?’
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They remained in the places, not one of them moved returning to Ali®"s, nor did the last of
them move going out from the presence of Ali®"s, One of them entered to see Ali®** in the
Masjid, and the people were around him#%s, and he shouted, ‘There is no judgment except
for Allah®¥i and even though the Polytheists are averse to it!” The people turned around and
called out, ‘There is no judgment except for Allah®*¥ and even though the damagers are
averse to it!’

& 4 ng,vuji,yuw L;/Ti);iJ@g@&ﬁ?&f}]j@‘j;g;gj@fﬁgi&%i:&é’}
Ali®%s raised his®"s head and said: ‘There is no judgment except for Allah®*¥ and even
thought the father?®"¥s of Hassan®"* is averse to it. The father®"Ys of Hassan®"“* does not
dislike it if the judgment happens to be for Allah-32%’,
80 Ve B Gt sl g e s 2 2 0 15 sl A (S8 06
Then he?"s said: ‘A Judgment of Allah?? is awaiting regarding you all’. The people said to
him@%s: ‘O Amir Al-Momineen@"s! Will you™@"s not move against them, so we can annihilate
them?’
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He % said: ‘They will not be annihilated. They will be in the loins of the men and wombs of
the women up to the Day of Qiyamah”.®

A historical account:
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He said, ‘And Al-Tabari mentioned in the history, ‘When Ali®*"s entered Al-Kufa, many from
the Kharijites entered with him#%s and a lot of people from them and others stayed behind

6 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H 587 a
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at Al-Nukheyla, not entering it. Hurgous Bin Zuheyr Al-Sa’ady and Zur’ah Bin Burj Al-Taie, and
they were both from the chiefs of the Kharijites, entered to see Ali®"s,
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Hurgous said to him@%s, ‘Repent from your?%s mistake and come out with us to Muawiya,
we shall fight him’. He"* said: ‘I had forbidden you from the arbitration but you had refused,
then now you are making is a sin? But it isn’t an act of disobedience, but it is a frustration
(dissatisfaction) from the view, and weakness in the management, and 1" had forbidden
you from it’.
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Zur’ah said to him%s, ‘But, by Allah 22! If you"s do not repent from your arbitration with
the men, we will kill you?"s, seeking the Face of Allah?*l with that and His#" Pleasure!’ Ali-
asws said to him: ‘Misery for you how wretched you are! It is as if Y am with you being slain
and the wind is blowing upon you’. Zur’ah said, ‘I would love it if that were to happen’.
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And Ali"%s went out to address the people, and they shouted at him?** from the side of the
Masjid, ‘There is no judgment except for Allah#¥!” And a man shouted at hims"s, ‘And it has
been Revealed to you (people) and to those from before you, if you (people) were to
associate, your deeds would be Confiscated and you would happen to be from the losers
[39:65] . Ali®%s said: So be patient, surely the Promise of Allah is True, and do not let those
who are not convinced hold you in light estimation [30:60]".

Kharijites threatened the people with death
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‘The Kharijites, in the beginning, when they turned away from the flags of Ali®*"s, threatened
the people to be killed’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘A part from them came to the river, by the side of the town. A man
came out from it terrified, holding his clothes, and they came across him. They said to him,

7 Bihar Al-Anwaar -V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H 587 ¢
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‘Have we terrified you?’ He said, ‘Yes’. They said, ‘We recognise you. You are Abdullah Bin
Khabab, companion of Rasool-Allah=?"¥', He said, ‘Yes’. They said, ‘What have you heard from
your father, from Rasool-Allah™aWw?’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘He narrated to them that Rasool-Allah=**" had said that Fitha would
come, from which one who sits is better than one who stands, the Hadeeth. And he said, ‘It
is altered. But he narrated to them that a group would deviate from the religion just as the
arrow deviates (shoots off) from the archer. They will be reciting the Quran, their Salats would
be more than your Salats, the Hadeeth.
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They struck off his head and his blood flowed into the river. It did not mix, i.e., it did not mingle
with the water, as if it was a pathway. Then they called a pregnant slave girl of his, and they
slit what was in her belly.
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And he (the narrator) said, ‘Ali®"%s determined the going out from Al-Kufa to the Kharijites,
and among his®%“s companions there was an astrologer. He said to him™@%“s, ‘O Amir Al-
Momineen?%sl Do not travel at this time, and travel at three hours past from the day, for if
you@Ws were to travel in this time, harm would afflict you™"* and your companions with
severe losses, and if you™"s were to travel in the time which | am instructing you with, you2s%s
will prevail and win, and you " will achieve what you?"s seek’.
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Ali"®%s said to him: ‘Do you know what is in the belly of this horse of mine? Is it a male or a
female?’ He said, ‘If | were to calculate, | would know’. He®"s said: “Who will ratify you with
this, for you have belied the Quran?’ He?®"s said, ‘Allah®¥ the Exalted: Surely, Allah, with
Him is the Knowledge of the Hour, and He Sends down the rain, and He Knows what is in
the wombs; [31:34] .
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Then he?®%s said: ‘Surely, Muhammad=®"% had never claimed knowledge of what you are
claiming to have its knowledge. Are you claiming that you are guided to the time which is
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correctly beneficial for the one who travels in it, and turn away from the timing during which
the one who travels in it would face the evil.
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Who would ratify you with this, for you have become needless from seeking the Assistance
with Allah®% Majestic and Mighty in turning the abhorrence(s) away from him; and it is
befitting for the one certain with your matter, that he should give you the praise, rather than
Allah?2%, Majestic is His " Majesty, because you are claiming to guide him to the time which
he would achieve the benefit, one who travels during it, and turn him away from the time the
ones who travel during it would face evil.
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So, who will believe you regarding this, not relying upon Him?*? He would happen to be like
the one taking an adversary and a peer. O Allah??¥! There is no evil omen except Your3?
Omen, nor any harm except Your?, nor is there any god apart from You=??%’,
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Then he®%* said: “We shall oppose and travel in the time which we have prepared forit’. Then
he?"s faced towards the people and said: ‘O you people! Beware of learning of the stars
except what you can be guided with in the darkness of the land and the sea. But rather, the
astrologer is like the soothsayer, and the soothsayer is like the Kafir, and the Kafir would be
in the Fire.
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But by Allah?"! If it reaches me™®"s that you are working with the stars (astrology), 1" will

forsake you in the prison forever, for as long as you live, and 1" will deprive you the awards
for as there would be authority for me2%*,

W,@b;,@'}ab,@hww@augwuuwdju\:
Then he™®Ys travelled during the time in which he®%"s had been forbidden from by the
astrologer, and he®"s was victorious with the people of the river (Kharijites), and prevailed

over them.
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Then he®%s said: ‘Had we not been victorious during the time which the astrologer had
forbidden from, the people would have said, ‘He®%s travelled during the time which the
astrologer had instructed with, so he™®"s was victorious and prevailed. But surely, there was
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no astrologer for Muhammad**"" nor will there be one from after him=¥, until Allah-2¥
Grants victory to us over the countries of Chosroe and Caesar.
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O you people! Rely upon Allah?* and be trusting with Him2%, for He* will Suffice from

the ones besides Him#2",
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Muslim Al-Zaby reported from Habbat Al-Arny who said, ‘When we
ended to them, they shot (arrows) at us. We said to Ali®%s, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?"s! We
have been shot at!” He said, ‘Restrain!” Then we were shot at (again). He®"%s said to us:
‘Restrain!’ Then the third time. He®"%* said: ‘Now, the fighting is good. Attack upon them!”’
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And it is reported as well from Qays Bin Sa’ad Bin Ubada, ‘When Ali®*** ended up to them,
he?"s said to them: ‘You have tied us by (shedding) the blood of Abdullah Bin Khabab’. They
said, ‘All of us killed him’. He®"* said: ‘Attack upon them!”’8

The debate with Kharijites:
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‘When Amir Al-Momineen®VYs sent Abdullah Bin Al-Abbas to them (Kharijites) in order to
debate with them, he said to them, ‘What is that which you are avenging against Amir Al-
Momineen@%s?’ They said, ‘He®"s used to be a commander of the Momineen. When he s
judged in the religion of Allah??%, he®"s exited from the Eman. So, let him®"* repent after
his@Ws acceptance with the Kufr, we shall return to him=2sw’,
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Ibn Abbas said, ‘It is not befitting for a Momin who did not doubt his®"* Eman with any doubt
that he™®"s should accept with the Kufr upon himself@%>, They said, ‘He®"* ordered with the
arbitration’. He said, ‘Allah**i Commanded with the arbitration in killing a prey. He?"i Said:
The possessor of justice from you would judge with it, [5:95], so how can it be ambiguous
regarding the Imamate upon the Muslims?’

8 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H587 d
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They said, ‘He®Ys had judged upon it and did not agree’. He said, ‘The government is like the
Imamate, and when the Imam™@¥* makes mischief, it obligates disobeying him, and like that
were the two judges. When they both opposed, their words were discarded’.
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They said to each other, ‘Make the argument of Quraysh as an argument upon them, for this
is from those Allah? Said regarding them: But, they are a disputing people [43:58]. And the
Majestic is His®*¥ Praise Said: and to warn by it a contentious people [19:97] °

All Kharijites were killed except the eight who fled the battle field:
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‘When Ali®"s paused them at Al-Nahrawan, he"* said: ‘Do not initiate the fighting (against)
them until they initiate (against) you’. A man from them attacked upon a row of Ali®%* and
killed three from them. He®"s went out to him and struck him, and killed him. When his@s%s
sword went inside him, he said, ‘Oh we prefer the going to the Paradise’.
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Abdullah Bin Wahab said, ‘By Allah??¥! | don’t know whether to the Paradise or to the Fire’.
A man from them, from the clan of Sa’ad, said, ‘But rather, | was presented at the deception
of this man, meaning Abdullah, and saw him to have doubted and isolated from the war along
with a community from the people.
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And a thousand of them came towards the direction of Abu Ayoub Al-Ansary, and he was
upon the right flank of Ali®"s, He said to his companion, ‘Attack upon them, for by Allah2?¥,
no ten from you would be killed and no ten from them would be safe’. He attacked upon them
and crushed them with a crushing, and nine from his companions were killed, and eight from
the Kharijites escaped”’.1°

9 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H 587 g
10 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H 587 f
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Attack of Amir ul-Momineen®"* at Nahrawan:
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And it is reported as well in (the book) ‘Al-Kamil’ — ‘Ali-®¥s, during the first emergence of the
group against him?"s, called Sa’sa’a Bin Sowhan Al-Abdy, and he®"Ys had sent him to them,
and Zayd Bin Al-Nasr Al-Harisy with Abdullah Bin Abbas.
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He said to Sa’sa’a Bin Sowhan: ‘Which of the group did you see them of most intense
obedience?’ He said, ‘Yazeed Bin Qays Al-Arhaby’. Ali®*"* rode to Al-Haroura and went on to
be in their midst until he®"“s came to a marquee of Yazeed Bin Qays. He®"* prayed two cycles
Salat in it, then came out and leaned upon his®%s bow and faced towards the people. He?3Ws
said: ‘This is a place, one who wins in it would win up to the Day of Qiyamah’.
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Then he®Ys spoke to them and adjured them. They said, ‘We have sinned a mighty sin with
the arbitration, and we have repented, so you?"s repent to Allah??" just as we have
repented. We are being fair to you@W, Ali®"s said: ‘1" seek Refuge from every sin’. They
returned and they were six thousand’.
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When they settled at Al-Kufa, they desired that Ali-®¥* should retract from the arbitration and

saw him™@"%s as having strayed, and they said, ‘But rather, Amir Al-Momineen?"s is waiting to

fatten the animal to be fattened and revive the wealth, then he@"s will get with us to (fight)

Syria’.
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Al Ash’as came to Ali®"s and said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®¢| The people are discussing that
your?®Ws arbitration as a straying and the staying upon it as Kufr’. Ali®%s stood up and
addressed. He®"* said: ‘One who claims ¥ am retracting from the arbitration, he has lied,
and the one who sees is as a straying, so he has strayed’. On that day the Kharijites went out
from the Masjid and held a tribunal’.

3
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The Ibn Abi Al-Hadeed said, ‘Every mischief happened during the caliphate of Amir Al-
Momineen@%s, and every disorder which occurred, so its origin was Al-Ash’as, and if Amir Al-
Momineen@%s had not eradicated it in a concern of the government in this time, the war of
Al-Nahrawan would not have taken place, but he®%s got up with them to (fight) Muawiya,
and he ruled Syria.
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He2Ws attempted to travel with them the travel (facing) exposure and deviousness, and in an
example by the Prophet™®"": ‘The war is a deception’, and that is because they said, ‘Repent
to Allah??V from what you**s have done just as we repented, we shall get up with you?"s to
the war (against Muawiya)’.

0% 0% 0w dspoc e o T2 zo L PEa. ST 0 4 oatizs NG oM Foyo iz B8t % s s oS s %8S A AL 2T as 2o o 4%
ol 7 vﬁjw ch;da_bd,w\ j(,.éhi & NGV j(,.é\}w L;;\..&mb; LBode 5 s ls07s QJMJW‘} ;L:Z;Y\ ngﬁ_z s M%._(\.,.& J&s

4 A g e 2l s

He % said to them: ‘A phrase transmitted, spoken by the Prophet™? and the Infallibles?s"’,
They were pleased with it and counted it as an answer for them to their question, and
described to him™@s%s their intention, and their consciences were sincere with it, from without
that phrase being an acknowledgment with Kufr or sin.
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But Al Ash’as did not leave him@%s and came to him™"s for interpretation and spoilt the
matter, and broke what he®"“s had managed, and the Kharijites returned to their former
suspicions, and that is how the state is wherein are portents of the decline are available for it
the Al-Ash’as, from the beginning of the mischief in the earth, Being a Sunnah of Allah
regarding those who have gone before, and you will never find any alteration in the Sunnah
of Allah [33:62].
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Then he (the narrator) said, ‘Al-Mubrad said, ‘Then the people went to Al-Nahrawan, and they
had intended to go to Al-Madain. From the oddities of their reports is that in their road they
came across a Muslims and a Christian, so they killed the Muslim because he was a Kafir in
their presence, and they were advising the Christians and said, ‘Preserve the responsibility of
your Prophet@”,
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He said, ‘And Abdullah Bin Khabab met them being upon a donkey, having a Quran in his neck,
and with him was his wife, and she was pregnant. They said to him, ‘That which is in your neck
is Commanding us with killing you’. He said to them, ‘Whatever the Quran revives, so revive
it and whatever it kills, so kill it’.
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A man from them leapt up upon a date which had fallen from a palm tree and placed it in his
mouth. They shouted at him. He uttered a scorn; and a pig presented to a man from them, so
he struck it and killed it. They said, ‘This is mischief in the earth, and they denied the killing of
the pig, then said to Ibn Khabab, ‘Narrate to us from your father’.
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He said, ‘I heard my father saying, ‘Rasool-Allah=®"% said: ‘Fitna will be happening after

meSY during it the heart of a man would be dying just as his body dies. He would be a

Momin in the evening and wake up in the morning as a Kafir, so be a servant of Allah=?¥,

killed, and do not be the killer’.
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They said, ‘So, what are you saying regarding Abu Bakr and Umar’. He praised goodly. They
said, ‘So, what are you saying regarding Ali®"¥s after the arbitration, and regarding Usman
during the last six years’. He praised goodly. They said, ‘So, what are you saying regarding the
arbitration and the judgment?’
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He said, ‘Surely Ali®"s is more knowing with Allah?¥ than you are, and more guarding upon
his@"s religion and of a more accomplishing insight’. They said, ‘You aren’t a follower of

guidance, but rather you are following the men upon their Eman’. Then they took him closer
to the river and laid him down and slaughtered him.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And they bartered a Christian man for a palm tree of his. He said, ‘This
is for you all’. They said, ‘We would not take it except with a price’. He said, ‘Oh how strange!
You are killing the like of Abdullah Bin Khabab and are not accepting dates of a palm tree?’
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And it is reported by Abu Ubeyda. He said, ‘One of the Kharijites was stabbed on the day of
Al-Nahrawan, and he walked among the spearmen, and he was brandishing his sword, until
he arrived to his stabber, and killed him, and he was reciting, and I hastened on to You, Lord,
for You to be Pleased’ [20:84]' .
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Ali®"“s interrogated them for the killing of Khabab, and they
acknowledged with it. He™®"* said: ‘Separate out the battalions, so 1% can listen to your
words, battalion by battalion’. The battalions were listed and every battalion acknowledged
with what the other one acknowledged with, from the killing of Ibn Khabab, and they said,
‘We shall kill you™@$"s just as we have killed him’.
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He®¥s said: ‘By Allah-#%il If (all) the people of the world were to acknowledge with his killing,
like this and I"®%s was able upon them, I*%$ would kill them (all)!’ Then he®"* turned towards
his"@¥s companion. He*"* said: ‘Be severe upon them for I**"* will be the first one to be severe
upon them’, and he®"* attacked with (his®"s sword) Zulfiqar, a severe attack, three times.
During each attack, he™®"“s was striking with it until its blade became crooked. Then he@%s
would come out and even it by his®"* knees, then attack with it, until he®"* had annihilated

them”” 11

A sermon of Ali®"* |lbn Abi Talib@*"s:
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And from a sermon of his®¥s in frightening the people of Al-Nahrawan: ‘%S am a warner to
you all, that you will become fallen by the bend of this river, and at the bottom of this lowland,
upon no proof from your Lord?™i nor is there any clear authorisation with you. The house
would be overturned with you and the Pre-determination trapped you.
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11 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H587 q
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And " had forbidden you about this arbitration, but you refused upon me?"*, and refusal
of the adversaries, the discarders, until I*" turned around my?*"s view to your whims, and
you are a community of hidden inspirations, foolish dreams. May there be no father for you!
I#W%s did not come with trouble for you nor did 1% want any harm with you”.*?

From Battle of Siffin to Battle of Nahrawan:

J) fod Blet G 5 A 1 a3l slas) sk 26T S wa) Jas 501 ) Gk B Esef) el 3 1 5D 230 J6 Al Laas”
R i 47 < & < el 61 < W /‘ o g a0 RaaTl s Tad o wes 4] Ty as
Y6 5 e il 5 8800 5 12058 Aed 5360 28 5 0 VT wl g gl abls 5 B0 I 3 il 5 ol

& er b Y 5 4 K2

‘When Amir Al-Momineen®"s returned from Siffeen to Al-Kufa after establishing the two
judges, he™®"s awaited the expiry of the term which was between him?*s and Muawiya in
order to return to his fighting and the war, when a group of his special companions
abandoned among four thousand horsemen, and they were (devout) worshippers, and
ritualists. They went out from Al-Kufa and opposed Ali®"s, and they said, ‘There is no
judgment except for Allah?¥, and there is no obedience to the one who disobeys Allah-2%i1’
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And Nayf sided with them in about eight thousand from the ones who viewed with their
views, and they became twelve thousand, and they travelled until they descended at Haroura,
and Abdullah Bin Al-Kawa was a commander upon them. Ali®"s called Abdullah Bin Abbas,
may Allah?* be Pleased with him, and sent him to them. He discussed with them but their
did not retract and said, ‘Let Ali®%s come out to us himself®%s for us to hear his®"s speech,
maybe he®%s would remove what is with ourselves when we hear himaws,
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Ibn Abbas returned and informed him@s%s, He"s rode among a group and went to them. lbn
Al-Kawa rode among a group of theirs and they met. Ali"®"* said to him: ‘O Ibn Al-Kawa! The
speech is a lot, so come out from your companions so I"®%¢ can talk to you’. He said, ‘And |
would be safe from your@"s sword?’ He®%* said: ‘Yes'.
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He came out to him@% from his companions. Ali®"* spoke to him about the war with

Muawiya, and mentioned to him the raising of the Qurans upon the spears, and the matter
of the two judges and said: ‘Did I"*%* not say to you all that the people of Syria are deceiving

12 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H 592
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you with it, for the war has bitten them, so leave me®"s, |@%s will defeat them? But you
refused.
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Did " not want to nominate the son of my2"“s uncle as a judge and said he would not be
deceived? But you refused except for Abu Musa Al-Ashari, and you said, “We are pleased with
him as a judge’. So, 1" answered you unwillingly, and had 1" found during that time
supporters other than you, I*%* would not have answered you.
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And 1#"s had stipulated upon the two judges in your presence that they would both judge
with what Allah®%¥ had Revealed, from its beginning to its end, and the total Sunnah, and
they both did not do so. Thus, there is no obedience to them upon me?", Did that happen
or not happen?’
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Ibn Al-Kawa said, ‘You@%s speak the truth, all this had happened, so why don’t you return

now to war against the people (of Syria)?’ He™®"* said: ‘Until after the period expires which is

between us and them’. Ibn Al-Kawa said, ‘And you@*s are acknowledging upon that?’ He@Ws

said: ‘Yes, there is no leeway for me % apart from it’.
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Ibn Al-Kawa and the ten, those who were with him, returned to the companions of Ali®"s,
returning from the religion of the Kharijites, and the rest dispersed and they were saying,
‘There is no judgment except Allah®"’, and Abdullah Bin Wahab Al-Rasy was a commander
upon them and Hurgous Bin Zuheyr Al-Bajaly, well-known as ‘The one with breasts’, and they
encamped at Al-Nahrawan.
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And Ali®"s went out to them. He™®"* travelled until he®"* was two Farsakhs (about 10 km)
from them, and wrote letters to them and sent messages to them, but they did not retract,
so he®%s sent |lbn Abbas to them and said, ‘Ask them, what is that which they are Avenging,
and I#%s shall ride behind you, so do not fear from them.
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When lbn Abbas came to them, he said, “What is that which you are avenging from Amir Al-
Momineen@%s?’ They said, ‘We are avenging certain things, if he®"* was present, we would
declare him™@%s 3 Kafir due to these’, and Ali®*"s was behind him, listening that. Ibn Abbas
said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen™®"! You™@"s have heard their speech, and you™®"“* are more
rightful with the answering’.
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He?"s went ahead and said: ‘O you people! %S am Ali®*%s Bin Abu Talib™®"s, so speak! Due
to what are you taking revenge upon me%¥?’ They said, ‘We are avenging upon firstly, we
fought in front of you@"s at Al-Basra. When Allah®*" Granted you " victory with them, you
legalised for us whatever was there in their army and you?*s refused us the women and the
offspring, so how can it be permissible for us what is among the army and the women not
permissible for us?’
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Ali®%s said to them: ‘O you alll The people of Al-Basra fought us, and they initiated us with
the fighting. When we were victorious with them, we plundered the ones who fought against
you and prevented you from the women and the offspring, for the women did not fight and
the offspring are upon the nature and did not violate (anything) nor is there any sin for them,
and you had seen Rasool-Allah™®"% had conferred upon the Polytheists, so you should not be
surprised if %S were to confer upon the Muslims, and neither their women nor their
offspring had become Muslims (at the conquest of Makkah)'.
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And they said, ‘We are avenging upon you™®"s the day of Siffeen, you happening to delete
you™@"s name from being an Emir of the Momineen. So, when you™®%s do not happen to be
our Emir, then we cannot obey you™"s and you™"s aren’t a commander of ours’.
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He?%s said: ‘O you all! But rather | emulated with Rasool-Allah®%¥ when he*®% had
reconciled with Suheyl Bin Amro (Al-Hudeybiya)'.
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They said, ‘We are avenging upon you % (because) you™"s said to the two judges: ‘Look into
the Book of Allah®, so if 1% was superior than Muawiya, then affirm me?"“s in the
caliphate’. When you™"s were doubtful in yourself, then we are of more intense and greater
doubt regarding you W',
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He@Ys said: ‘But rather, I®*¥¢ intended by that the fairness. If I°®**%* had said: ‘Judge for me@sws
and drop Muawiya’, he would not have agreed and not accepted, and if the Prophet**"* had
said to the Christians of Najran when they had arrive to him*®"%: ‘Come, until we imprecate
and make the Curse of Allah®*" to be upon you all’, they would not have agreed, but he "W
was being fair to them from himself=?"¥ just as Allah** had Commanded him®“V: and make
the Curse of Allah to be upon the liars [3:61]. So, he*®"" was fair to them from himselfs2"V,
Similar to that is what 1" did, and 1" did not know what Amro Bin Al-Aas intending of
deceiving Abu Musa’.
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They said, ‘We are avenging upon you®"* (because) you gave the judgment to two judges
regarding a right which was for you™"*’.
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He % said: ‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ to Sa’ad Bin Muaz to judge regarding the clan of Qureyza, and
had he™@W so desired, would not have done so, and 1®% modelled with hims2“%, So, does
there remain anything (else) with you?’
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They were silent, and a group from them shouted from every side, ‘The repentance! The
repentance, O Amir Al-Momineen@"sI’ And eight thousand believed him™?"“s and there
remained four thousand upon warring him?"s, so he@"s instructed the believers with
isolating away from them during that time, and he™®"* advance with his®"“* companions until
he?#¥s was near from them, and Abdullah Bin Wahab and ‘the one with a breast) Hurqous
advanced and they said, ‘We do not want to fight you2s"s except the Face of Allah®?"j and the
House of the Hereafter!’
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Ali®¥s said: ‘Say: ‘Shall We Inform you of the greatest losers in deeds [18:103] Those, whose

striving is lost in the life of the world and they are reckoning that they are good in what they
do?’ [18:104] .
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Then the fighting began between the two parties, and the war inflamed with its flames, and
the blueness of the morning turned yellow and its day reddened. They argued and whipped
with the blades, and the spears, and the edges of the arrows. A horseman from the Kharijites
called Al-Akhsan Al-Taie, and he had attended Siffeen with Ali®%¢, went on to attack and split
the rows seeking Ali@%s, Ali-#%s rushed towards him with a strike and killed him.
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‘The one with a breast’ attacked to strike Ali®*¥s, but Ali®*" preceded him?*"* and struck him
and split his helmet and his head. His horse carried him away and he was (injured) with what
was with him. He®%* met him at the end of the battle in the edge of a waterwheel at the bank
of the Euphrates. And a son of his uncle, Malik Bin Al-Wazah came out from after him and
attacked upon Ali@%s, Ali-@sWs struck him and killed him.
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And Abdullah Bin Wahab Al-Rasy advanced and shouted, ‘O son"s of Abu Talib®*¥s! By Allah"
azwi we will not depart from this battle. Either you s come upon ourselves or we come upon
yourself, so come out for duel to me?*s, and 1#%¢ shall come for duel to you, and leave the
people aside!’
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When Ali®%s heard his speech, he®%s smiled and said: ‘May Allah-#*"i Kill him from a man!
How little is his shame. But, he knows that 1" am an ally of the sword, and friend of the
spear, but he has despaired form the life, or he is coveting a false greed’. Then Ali@Ws
attacked. Ali"®%s struck him and killed him and joined him with his slain companions.
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And they mingled, and not even an hour has passed until they were all killed. And they were
four thousand, and no one could flee from them except nine persons. Two men fled to
Khurasan to the land of Sijistan, and their offspring are at it, and two men came to the country
of Oman, and their offspring are at it, and two men came to Al-Yemen and their offspring are
therein, and they are Al-lbaziya (sect), and two men came to the country Algeria to a place
known as ‘Al-Sinni’ and ‘Al-Bawazeeh’, and to the backs of Euphrates, and the last one came
to a hill Mowzan.
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The companions of Ali®%s attained a lot of booty, and nine were killed from the companions
of Ali®¥s, the number of the ones from the Kharijites who were safe, and it is from the
summary of miracles of Ali®Ys, for he®"Ys had said: ‘We will kill them and not ten from us
would be killed, nor would ten of them be safe’.
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When they had been killed, Ali®"s said: ‘Search for the one-armed one!’ They sought him but
could not find him. Ali®"s stood up himself®%s until he®"“s came to see people who had been
slain, being on top of each other. He®"* said: ‘Extract them!” They found him from what
follows the ground. Ali®"s exclaimed Takbeer and said: ‘Allah?*¥ Spoke the truth and His??"i
Rasool*®"W delivered’.
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Abu Al-Wazy said, ‘It is as if | am looking at him, an Ethiopian, upon him was cat skin, one of
his hands was like the breast of a woman, upon it were hairs like the tail of a rodent (Jerboa)’.
And this Abu Al-Wazy, he is Abbad Bin Naseeb Al-Qaysi. A disciple reported from this word,
Abu Dawood, in his Sunnah just as he said”.13

Ibn Al-Kawa left Amir ul Momineen?** and was killed:
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Amir Al-Momineen"s addressed us upon the pulpit of Al-Kufa. He®%s praised Allah* and
extolled upon Him#%, then said: ‘He®%s said: ‘O you people! Ask me?“s before you lose
me 2" for between my?%s two shoulders there is immense knowledge!’
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Ibn Al-Kawa stood up to him?"Ys and he said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?%| What is By the
(winds) scattering far [51:1], so he®" said: ‘It is the wind’. He said, ‘So what is Then the
(clouds) bearing load [51:2], he®"* said: ‘It is the clouds’. He said, ‘Then the (ships) flowing

13 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H 619
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easily [51:3]', he™®"s said; ‘It is the ships’. He said, Then the (Angels) distributing matters
[51:4], he®"s said: ‘The Angels”
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He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen*s! | find the Book of Allah??¥, part of it breaks a part’. He@"s
said: ‘May your mother be bereft of you, O Ibn Al-Kawa! The Book of Allah®2, part of it ratifies
a part, and part of it does not break a part. Ask about whatever comes to you’.
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He said, ‘O Amir-Al-Momineen?"s! | heard Him?2?¥ Saying: I swear by the Lord of the Easts
and the Wests [70:40]. And in another Verse: Lord of the two Easts and Lord of the two Wests
[55:17]. And in another Verse: ‘Lord of the east and the west [26:28]' .
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He % said: ‘May your mother be bereft of you, O Ibn Al- Kawa! This is the east and this is the
west. And as for His®*i Words: Lord of the two Easts and Lord of the two Wests [55:17], so
it is the east of the winter upon a limit, and east of the summer upon a limit. But do you not
recognise that from the nearness of the sun and its remoteness?
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And as for His*"l Words: I swear by the Lord of the Easts and the Wests [70:40], so it has for
it three hundred and sixty constellations, (the sun is) emerging from each constellation and
setting in another. So, it does not return to it except from the following year in that particular

7

day’.
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He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®%“s| How much is between the place of your?®"s feet to the
Throne of your?WYs Lord?*¥?’ He®%s said: ‘May your mother be bereft of you, O Ibn Al-Kawa!
Ask to learn and do not ask to exhaust. From the place of my2"“ feet to the Throne of my=@W“s
Lord22¥ s that a speaker says sincerely, ‘There is no god except Allah=22%",
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He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®%s! So, what is the Reward of the one who says, ‘There is no
god except Allah?2%’?” He#%s said: ‘One who sincerely says, ‘There is no god except Allah=?%,
his sins would be obliterated just as the black letter gets obliterated from the white paper.
When he says it secondly, ‘There is no god except Allah?"/" sincerely, the doors of the skies
are pierced and the form rows until the Angels are saying to each other, ‘Humble yourselves
to the Magnificence of Allah2%",
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When he says for a third time, ‘There is no god except Allah®¥’, sincerely, he is not alone
below the Throne, and the Majestic is Saying: “Settle in Me?™i, By My Might and My32%i
Majesty, I°* will Forgive your speaker with whatever was in him’. Then he%s recited this
Verse: To Him ascend the good words, and the righteous deeds raise it. [35:10] — meaning,
when his deeds were sincere, his words and his speech would be Raised”.
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He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?®"Y$! Inform me about the rainbow’. He®%* said: ‘May your
mother be bereft of you, O Ibn Al-Kawa! Do not say, ‘Qaws Qaz’h’, for ‘Qaz’h’ is a name of
Satan™, but say, ‘Qaws Allah®’, When it appears in the green lands and the countryside’.
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He said, ‘Inform me O Amir Al-Momineen " about the galaxy which happens to be in the
sky’. He®"s said: ‘It is a vent of the sky and a safety for the people of the earth from the
drowning, and from it Allah?* Drowned the people of Noah?* with torrent of water’.
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He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"s! Inform me about the effacement which happens regarding
the moon’. He®Ys said: ‘Allah®®" is the Greatest! The man of greatest blindness is asking
about the question of the blind spot! Have you not heard Allah-®% the Exalted Saying: And
We Made the night and the day as two Signs, then We Erased the Sign of the night and We
Made the Sign of the day to be visible, [17:12]?’
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He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen2":! Inform me about the companions of Rasool-AllahaWW’,
He Y said: ‘About which companions of Rasool-Allah*®%" are you asking me?’ He said, ‘O
Amir Al-Momineen?"s| Inform me about Abu Zarr™. He®"* said: ‘I"**"* heard Rasool-Allah"
saww saying: ‘Neither has the green (sky) shaded, nor has the soil carried anyone of a tone
more truthful than Abu Zarr™’.
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He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"Ys! |Inform me about Salman Al-Farsy™. He™®Ws said:
‘Congratulations! Congratulations! Salman™ is from us@"s, the People®"* of the Household,
and who was for you like Lugman™* the Wise. He™ knew the former knowledge and the latter
knowledge’.

e Byle s ogad il 3gum e oglls O) piild) el e 50l 83 1B 0L o Bbd e 3 B ptegl) pl L2

He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen*s! Inform me about Huzayfa Bin Al-Yaman’. He®"* said: ‘That
is a person who knew the knowledge of the names of the hypocrites. If you were to ask him
about the Limits of Allah®¥, you will find him to be a recogniser of these, a knower’.
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He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen™®%s! Inform me about Ammar Bin Yasser™’. He%s said: ‘That
is a person who flesh and his blood Allah**I has Prohibited unto the Fire, and that anything
from these to be touched’.
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He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen %! Inform me about yourself®“*, He@"s said: ‘I"*"S was such,
whenever 1% asked (the Prophets®"¥) |5Ws was given, and whenever 1"#%s was silent, [sWs
was initiated (by ProphetsaWw)’,
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He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?%s! Inform me about the Words of Allah??* Mighty and
Maijestic: Say: ‘Shall We Inform you of the greatest losers in deeds [18:103] — the Verse. This
is the Kufr of the people of the Book — The Jews and the Christians, and they had been upon
the Truth, but they innovated in their religions and they were reckoning they were doing
good’.
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Then he®"Ys descended from the pulpit and struck his@"“s hand upon a shoulder of lbn Al-
Kawa, then said: ‘O Ibn Al-Kawa! And the people of Al-Nahrwan are not far from them’. He
said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"Ys! | do not want apart from you?"s not will | ask anyone else
besides you@sWs’,
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He (the narrator) said, ‘We saw lbn Al-Kawa on the day of Al-Nahrwan and it was said to him,
‘May your mother be bereft of you! Yesterday you were questioning Amir Al-Momineen=?sVs
about whatever you asked him™?%s, and today you are fighting against him2"“s?” We saw a
man attack upon him and stab him, and killed him””.14

14 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 10, The book of Argumentation, S3 Ch 8 H 2
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