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Chess Playing or Even Watching it being Played is Forbidden

A centuries old and pre-Islamic game ‘Shatrang’ (Chess) has been prohibited by the
Masomeen@"s| there are many references to their@Ws traditions against playing it or
even looking at its table. As an example, some Ahadith from Al-Kafi, Vol. 6 are cited
below:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan@"“s having said: ‘The dice and the
chess, and the fourteen (a game) are at one status, and everything what is
speculated upon, so it is gambling’."
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®s"s about the Words of Allah®2% Mighty and Majestic
[22:30] therefore avoid the uncleanness of the idols and avoid false
words. So he@%s said: “The ‘uncleanness of the idols’ is the chess, and the
‘false words’ is the singing (music)’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-2s%s having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen"
asws gaid: ‘The chess and the dice, are both (classified as) the gambling’.3
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®$*s having said: ‘The chess is from
the falsehood’ .4

T Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 35 H 1
2 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 35 H 2
3 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 35 H 3
4 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 35 H 4
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said : ‘Allah-32¥
Emancipates (liberate) people during every night of the Month of Ramazan,
Emancipating (liberating) them from the Fire, except the one who breaks Fast
upon an intoxicant, or a bickerer, or an owner of the two kings’. | said, ‘And
which thing is the ‘owner of the two kings’?’ He#*s said: ‘The chess’.®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%s having been asked about the
chess, and about a game of youths which is called ‘The game of the Emir’, and
about a game of the three. So he#%s said: ‘What is your view, if the truth were
to be differentiated from the falsehood, with which of these two would these all
be?’ | said, ‘With the falsehood’. He®s*s said: ‘Therefore, there is no goodness
init’.®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-#"s regarding the Words of Allah-32¥
Blessed and High [22:30] therefore avoid the uncleanness of the idols and
avoid false words. He®"s said: ‘The uncleanness of the idols it is the chess,
and the false words is the singing (music).”
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‘I and my brother Idrees were in the presence of Abu Abdullah?s"s so Idrees
said, ‘May we be sacrificed for you?s"sl What is the gambling?” So Abu
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Abdullah@¥s said: ‘It is the chess’. He said, ‘So | said, ‘But they (people) are
saying that it is the dice?’ He#s"s said: ‘And the dice, as well’.
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‘| asked Abu Ja’far@s¥s about these things which the people play with, the dice
and the chess, until | ended up to (mentioning) Al-Suddary (a game). So heasws
said: ‘If Allah@2¥ were to Differentiate between the truth and the falsehood, in
which of these two (categories) would (these games) fall into’. | said, ‘With the
falsehood’. He#*s said: ‘So what is it to you with the falsehood’.®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?s¥s having said: ‘Allah®?" Forgives
during the Month of Ramazan (every one) except for three — the partaken of an
intoxicant, or a player of the two kings (Chess), or a bickerer’.10
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Abu Abdullah-2s*s has said: ‘The chess is gambling, and the dice is gambling’.!’
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‘A man from the (people of) Al-Basra came over to Abu Al-Hassan?"s the 1st
so he said to him#W“s ‘May | be sacrificed for you=s¥s! | sit with a people who
are playing with the chess, and | do not play with it, but | (just) look’. So he@sws
said: ‘What is it to you and a gathering which Allah-2% does not Look at its
people?’1?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah2s¥s having been asked about the
chess, so he®"s said: ‘Leave the Magian thing to its people, may Allah-32
Curse it’."3
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(It has been narrated) from Al-Reza®*s having said: ‘A man came over to Abu
Ja'farasws so he said, ‘O Abu Ja’far@s“sl What are you?s“s saying regarding the
chess which the people are playing with?’ So he@%s said: ‘My-2s¥s fatherasws Ali-
asws Bin Al-Husayn@s¥s informed me=s"s from Al-Husayn@s"s Bin Ali@s¥s, from
Amir Al-Momineen®%“s having said: ‘Rasool-Allahs@"W said: ‘The one who
spoke and his speech was for other than the Mention of Allah-#2% Mighty and
Majestic, it would be vain, and the one who was silent, so his silence was for
other than remembering Allah-#2%, is would be forgetfulness’. Then he#“s was
silent, so the man stood up and left’.
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‘I went over to Abu Abdullah?¥s so | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you-2swsl
What are you®"s saying regarding the chess?’ He®"s said: ‘The mover of it is
like a mover of the flesh of swine’. So | said, ‘And what is upon the one who
moves the flesh of swine?’ He#%s said: ‘He should wash his hand’."®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza@s"s having said: ‘The one
familiar regarding the chess is like the one familiar regarding the Fire’.'®

e ) A Os) 8 OB (Ll e ) e ) G 38 oo B G 4 G a0 85 Gl
5 5 okl calll (2 ((Aly e

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®¥s having said: ‘Rasool-Allahsa"W
forbade from the playing with the chess, and the dice’."”
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