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Complying with the laws — Government

It is incumbent on upon to comply with the laws of a ruler/governing body. Some Ahadith
are presented below to better understand our legal responsibilities and act accordingly.
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| (manage) passing through to him#¥s, and there was a black slave having scissor in his hand.
He was cutting out the flesh from his®s forehead, and the bridge of his"* nose, due to the
frequency of his®"Ys Sajdahs. | said to him™@W%s, ‘The greetings be to you™®%s, O son@Ws of
Rasool-Allah*®"¥I Answer Al-Rasheed!” He™®"Ys said: ‘What is for Al-Rasheed and what is for
me"s? Do his bounties not pre-occupy him from me=2sWs?’
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Then he™®"s stood up hurriedly and he®%* was saying, ‘Had I*"* not heard in a Hadeeth from
my % grandfathers®W Rasool-Allah=®"W: ‘Obedience to the Sultan, out of Taqiyya
(dissimulation) is obligatory’, then 1% would not have come!’
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| said to him™?%s, ‘Be prepared for the punishment, O Abu Ibrahim"s! May Allah??*I have
Mercy on you2sWsl’ He@Ws s3id: ‘Isn’t He®W with me2s"s, the One " Who Rules the world
and the Hereafter? And you will never be able with evil upon me3"s today if Allah®¥ so
Desires!” (an extract
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‘I performed Hajj with Abu Ja’far Al-Mansour. When we were in one of the roads, Al-Mansour
said to me, ‘O Rabie! When you descended at Al-Medina, then remind me of Ja’far®%“s Bin
Muhammad2s"s Bin Ali-®¥s Bin Al-Husayn2s*s Bin Ali#"s, By Allah-#" the Magnificent! No one
will kill him™@s¥s apart from me. Be cautious of leaving reminding me of him™2sWs’,
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He (the narrator) said, ‘When we came to Al-Medina, Allah®*" Caused me to forget
mentioning him?¥s, When we came to Makkah, he said to me, ‘O Rabie! Did | not order you

1 Bihar ul Anwar, vol. 48
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to remind me of Ja’far?®"s Bin Muhammad?"s when we enter Al-Medina?’ | said, ‘l forgot that
O my master! O commander of the faithful!’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘He said to me, ‘When | return to Al-Medina, then remind me of him"
asws for there is no escape from killing him<%¥s, If you don’t do so, | shall strike off your neck!’
| said, ‘Yes, O commander of the faithful!’
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Then | said to my servants and my companions, ‘Remind me of Ja’far?s¥s Bin Muhammad2s"s
when we enter Al-Medina, if Allah?®¥ the Exalted so Desires’. So, my servants and my
companions did not cease to remind me of him@%s during every time and stop we had
entered and paused in it, until we arrived at Al-Medina.
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When we descended at it, | entered to see Al-Mansour and stood in front of him, and said to
him, ‘O commander of the faithful! Ja’far?%s Bin Muhammad2s"’,
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He (the narrator) said, ‘He laughed and said to me, ‘Go, O Rabie and come to me with him-
asws and do not come to me with him?s except dragged’. | said, ‘O my master! O commander
of the faithful! Love and honour, and | shall do that, obedient to your order’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Then | got up and | was in a grievous state from my involvement in
that. | came to the Imam Al-Sadiq Ja’far®"“s Bin Muhammad2*s, and he®%* was seated in the
middle of his house. | said to him?#%s, ‘May | be sacrificed for you?%"s! Commander of the
faithful is summoning you?"“s to him!’
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He®*"s said to me: ‘The hearing and the obeying!” Then he®"s got up and he®"* walked with

me. | said to him@%s, ‘O son®"* of Rasool-Allah=®"Y¥! He has ordered me that | should not
come to him with you™¥s except dragged’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Al-Sadiq?s** said: ‘Comply, O Rabie, whatever you have been ordered
with!” | grabbed an end of his®"* sleeve and ushered him?*s to him. When | entered him2sws
to see him, | saw him, and he was seated upon his throne, and in his hand was an iron rod
intending to kill hims¥s with it, and | looked at Ja’far?¥s, and he®%* was moving his@"* lips.
So, I had no doubt that he would be killing him?s¥s, and | did not understand the speech which
Ja’far®¥s was moving his@"s lips with. | stood looking at them both.
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Al-Rabie said, ‘When Ja’far?"s Bin Muhammad?** went near him, Al-Mansour said to him-
asws ‘Come near me, O son@%s of my uncle®"“!I” And his face was joyful, and he drew him=2sws
closer until he seated him®%s upon the throne. Then he said, ‘O slave! Bring me the
container!” He brought him the container, and there was expensive perfume in it. He applied
on him@%s from these by his own hand, then had him?*"s carried upon a mule and ordered
Dinars and garments for hims"s, then instructed him=2*** with leaving.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘When he®"s got up from his presence, | went out in front of him=s"s
until I arrived to his®%s house. | said to him™?%s, ‘May my father and my mother be (sacrificed)
for you™"s, O son@"s of Rasool-Allah®"¥! | had no doubt regarding him, the moment you2“s
enter to see him, he would kill you@"s, and | saw you** moving your?"s lips during the time
of your entry. So, what did you™@%s say?’
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He@%s said to me: ‘O Rabie! Know that 1@%s said: ‘Sufficient for me2¥s js the Lord?™ from
7”2

the slaves’ — the supplication”.
ad Ja 33 4 08 5 aidt 23 Ly 5 g2 B 8 2385 kil g o8 o Ly el G806 Cod e 3 uiE

ST can g sl 5 AEHE Ll o U B wadll G g a3 G Ss CanBTOKT 5 S s B S 2

‘One day Al-Mansour saw in his castle, in the green dome, and before the killing of
Muhammad and Ibrahim, it was called ‘The red (dome)’, and there was a day for him in which
he used to it. That day was called, ‘The day of slaughter’, and Ja’far®"s Bin Muhammad2s"s

2 Bihar Al Awaar — V 46, The book of History —Ja’far Al Sadig**“s, Ch 6 H 37
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was being brought from Al-Medina, so he did not cease to be in the red (dome) for whole of
his day until the night came, and most of it went.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Then he called my father Al-Rabie and said to him, ‘O Rabie! You know
your place from me, and there happens to be the news for me, and do not reveal it to mothers
of the children, and you happen to be the healer for it’.
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He (Rabie) said, ‘1 said, ‘O commander of the faithful! That is from the Grace of Allah? upon
me, and grace of commander of the faithful, and there is no peak above me in the advice’.
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He said, ‘You are like that. Travel right now to Ja’far®“s Bin Muhammad?*"s son?Vs of (Syeda)
Fatima®s, and bring him upon the state which you find him?"* to be upon, not changing
anything from what he®"s is upon’.
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| said, ‘We are for Allah®% and are returning to Him?32¥! By Allah?™, it would be the
Punishment, if | were to come with him™?*¥s upon what | can see him of his anger, he will kill
him2%s and the Hereafter would be gone! And if | don’t come with him?s and do not carry
out his order, he would kill me and kill my offspring and seize my wealth’. So | had a choice
between the world and the Hereafter, and | inclined myself to the world’.
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Muhammad Bin Al-Rabie said, ‘My father called me, and | was rudest of his children and their
hardest of heart. He said to me, ‘Go to Ja’far®"“s Bin Muhammad=*"* Bin Ali"®"s, climb upon
his@"s wall, and do not open a door to him™@W¥s for he®"%s would change what he % is upon,
but descend upon him@%s with a descent and come with him™®"* being upon a state which
he@%s is in’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘l came to him™%$, and the night had gone to its little, and | set up the
steps (ladder) and climbed upon it and descended over it in his@%s house. | found him=3sws
standing, praying Salat, and upon him#"“* was a shirt and a towel he®"* had trousered with.
When he#%s performed Salaam from his®"s Salat, | said to him®"“*, ‘Answer commander of
the faithfulV’
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He @Y said: ‘Leave me#Ys and 1#%¢ shall wear my 2" clothes’. | said to him™?"s, “There isn’t
any way for me to leave you and that’. He™®"* said: ‘And can I**** entered the washroom and
cleanse?’ | said, ‘And there isn’t any way to that, so do not pre-occupy yourself2s¥s for | will
not leave you for anything!’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘I brought him@¥s out bare-footed in his@"“s shirt and his@"* towel,
and he®%s had exceeded the seventy (years). When he®"* had passed some of the road, the
old man weakened, so | pitied him™?"s, | said to him?"s, ‘Ride!” So he®"* rode a hired mule
which was with us. Then we came to Al-Rabie.
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| heard him (Al-Mansour) and he was saying to him, ‘O Rabie! The man has been delayed!”
And he went on to provoke him with severe provoking. When the eyes of Al-Rabie fell upon
Ja’far?®Wws Bin Muhammad2", and he?®%s was in that state, he cried, and Al-Rabie was
escorting him=asVs,

f\i@_é\?%L’;u\iuﬁl;.}LiS?L;.é_&;é%dta}iwujﬁﬂﬁJ@j}as‘ji&;ﬁé@‘éiﬁ@;wgﬂEV&J’L}C%?\JJ@
el g LGS (3 5%t 5 s 28 ST

Ja’far®"s said to him: ‘O Rabie! 1% know of your inclination towards us®%“s, so leave me to
pray two Cycles Salat and supplicate’. He said, ‘Your®"s concern and whatever you like’. So
he?®%s prayed two Cycles (Salat), lightening them, then supplicated after them with a
supplication | could not understand except that it was a lengthy supplication, and during all
that, Al-Mansour was scolding Al-Rabie.
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When he®"s was free from his@%s supplication upon its length, Al-Rabie grabbed his@Ws
forearm and entered him#%s to see Al-Mansour. When he®"“s came to be in the courtyard
hall, he®%s paused, then moved his@"s lips with something, | do not know what it was, then
| entered to pause him™@"s in front of him.
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When he looked at him#¥s, he said, ‘And you™®%“s, O Ja’fara¥sl You@"“* have not left your3asws
envy, and your rebellion, and your?"Ys spoiling (matters) upon the people of this house from
the clan of Al-Abbas, and Allah®*" has not Increased you?"s except severity of the envy and
hate what you@"* have reached with, what you®"“* can measure’.
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He¥s said to him: ‘By Allah®%, O commander of the faithful! I**** have not done anything
from this, and I*"s used to be in the governance of the clan of Umayya and you know they
are the most inimical of the people to us®%s and to you all, and they, there are no rights for
them in this command (caliphate).
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By Allah@2¥l |3%s neijther rebelled against them nor did any evil reach them from me=2%s,
along with their tyranny which was with me®%s, and how, O commander of the faithful, can
[#s%s be doing this now and you are a son of my " uncle, and the closest of the people with
me?"s in kinship, and their most abundant of awarding and righteous. So, how can 1®%s be
doing this?’
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Al-Mansour lowered his head for a while, and he was (sitting) upon fluffy wool, and on his left
was a Jumurgany pillow, and under his wood was a sharp sword he would not separate from
whenever he would sit in the dome.
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He said, ‘I was tried, and | sinned’. Then he raised the pillow and brought out a dossier of
letters and threw these towards him™%* and said, ‘These are your?*s |etters to the people of
Khurasan, calling them to break my allegiance, and that they should pledge allegiance to you"
asws hesides me’.
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He % said: ‘By Allah??, O commander of the faithful! 1% have not done so, nor did I#%s
allow that, nor is it from my?"“* doctrine, and I***¢ am one who believes in obeying you upon
every situation, and IS have reached from the years what has weakened me™"* from that.
If I®%s had wanted it. Make me@"* to be in one of your armies until the death comes to me-
asws for it is near from me=3sWs’,
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He said, ‘No, and there is no honour (in doing that)!” Then he lowered his head and struck his
hand to the sword and he bared from it the measurement of a palm’s width and held its hilt.
I said, ‘We are for Allah?¥i1 By Allah-#*", the man is gone!’
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Then he returned the sword and said, ‘O Ja’far@%s! Are you®"“* not ashamed being with this
grey hair, and being with this lineage that you™"* speak with the falsehood and are splitting
the stick (unity) of the Muslims intending to spill the blood, and drop the discord to be
between the citizens and the friends?’
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He?Ys said: ‘No, by Allah?®, O commander of the faithful! I have neither done so, nor
are these my@¥s letters, nor my % handwriting, nor my 2V seals!’
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He removed a cubit from the sword. | said, ‘We are for Allah?¥! The man is gone!” And | made
it to be in myself that he would order me regarding him with an order, and | shall disobey him
because | thought he would be ordering me to take the sword and strike Ja’far2¥s with it.
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| said (within myself), ‘If he orders me, | shall strike Al-Mansour (instead), and even if that
goes against me and my children’, and | repented to Allah?*I Mighty and Majestic from what
| had intended at first. He went one to rebuke him™@¥s and Ja’far?¥s was excusing. Then he
brought out the sword except for a little bit from it. | said, ‘We are for Allah-22¥! By Allah=?%,
the man is dead!’
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Then he sheathed the sword and lowered his head for a while, then raised his head and said,
‘1 think you@¥s are truthful. O Rabie! Bring the container’, which was in such and such place
in the dome. He came with it. He said, ‘Insert your?¥s hand in it’. It was filled with expensive
perfume. He placed it in his®%s beard, and it was white, and it became black.
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And he said to me, ‘Carry him™%s upon my light animal which | tend to ride, and give him2s"s
ten thousand Dirhams, and escort him™Ys to his®%s house honourably and give him™@W%s g
choice when you come with him@"s to the house, between the staying with us, and we shall
honour him?%s and the leaving to the city of his"s grandfather*®¥% Rasool-Allahs2¥WI’
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We went out from his presence and | was cheerful with happiness for the safety of Ja’far2sws
and was surprised from what Al-Mansour had intended and what he had come to of his™@Ws
matter. When we came to the courtyard, | said to him@"“s, ‘O son®"s of Rasool-AllahsaWW! |
am surprised from what this one had deliberated to regarding your?s*s matter, and Allah?¥
Caused him to come to, from his sufficing, and his repelling.
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And | am not surprised from the Command of Allah??% Mighty and Majestic, and | have heard
you@Ws during the follow-up of your?*s two Cycles of Salat, with a supplication | do not know
what it was except that it was lengthy, and | saw you™@*"s to be moving your?s*s lips over there,
| mean in the courtyard, with something | do not know what it was’.
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He?"s said to me: ‘As for the first, it is a supplication for the distress and the adversities (Do’a
Al-Karb Wa Al-Shadaaid). I®%s have not supplicated with it against anyone before today. Is%s
made it to be instead of a lot of supplications 1" could have supplicated with when 1" had
fulfilled my2s"* Salat, because 1®%s have not left supplicating what I#¥s had been supplicating
with.
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And as for that which 1% moved my2*s lips with, it was a supplication of Rasool-Allah™"W
on the days of (battle of) Al-Ahzaab’. Then he®"* mentioned the supplication.
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Then he?®"s said: ‘Had it not been for the fear from commander of the faithful, 1*"s would
have handed over this wealth to you, but he had sought a request from me2*s at Al-Medina,
and had given me#*“s then thousand dinars. I"®%* am not lending it to you, and 1#%s am gifting
it to you'.
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| said, ‘O son@%s of Rasool-Allah™@¥WI But rather, my desire is regarding the first supplication
and the second. So, when you™@"s are doing this, it is the righteousness, and there is no need
for me now regarding the wealth’.
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He?Ws said: ‘We™®"Ys, People™®"s of the Household, do not retract from our?®%“s acts of
kindness. We ¥ shall copy the supplication for you and we?"* shall submit the wealth to
you. Come with me to the house’. | went with him™2s"¢ [ike what Al-Mansour had sent him™"s,
and he®%s wrote out for me with the gift of the wealth and dictated unto me the supplication
of Rasool-Allah*®"W and dictated to me that which he?¥s had supplicated with after (praying)
the two Cycles Salat.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘O son™"s of Rasool-Allah*"Y¥I The scolding by Al-Mansour has
been a lot, and his hastening me, and you®%s supplicated with this lengthy supplication
relaxed, as if you™"s did not fear him’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘He™®"* said to me: ‘Yes. %S had supplicated with it after Salat Al-Fajr
with a supplication there was not escape from it. As for the two Cycles Salat, these were the
morning Salat. I*%¢ had lightened these and supplicated with that supplication after them’.
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| said to him™@"“s, ‘Did you not fear Abu Ja’far (Al-Mansour), and he had prepared to you@s"s
what he had prepared?’ He " said; ‘I**"s feared Allah"®*" besides fearing him, and Allah-?%
Mighty and Majestic was in my 2" chest, greater than him’.
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Al-Rabie said, ‘There was in my heart, from what | had seen from Al-Mansour, and of his anger,
and his frightening upon Ja’far®%s, and from the majesty to him@"“s during a time | did not
thing | would be in glad tidings. When | found privacy from him and my soul felt good, | said,
‘O commander of the faithful! | have seen a wonder from you!’ He said, ‘And what is it?’
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| said, ‘O commander of the faithful! | was your anger upon Ja’far®"“s such anger | had not
seen you being angered upon anyone at all, nor upon Abdullah Bin Al-Hassan, nor upon
someone else from all the people, until the matter reached with you that you would kill him-
asws with the sword, and until you extracted from your sword a palm’s width, then sheathed
it, then rebuked him, then extracted a cubit from it, then rebuked him, then you extracted all
of it except something little, so | had no doubt regarding you killing him=s"s,
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Then all that was gone, and you returned to be pleased to the extent that you ordered me
and blackened his beard with the expensive perfume which no one applies from it except you,
nor does your son Al-Mahdy apply from it, one who you have chosen as governors, nor your
generality, and you rewarded him™*%s, and carried him"“* (upon your mule) and ordered me
with escorting him?*¥s honourably!
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He said, ‘Woe be to you, O Rabie! It isn’t like what is befitting that you should be narrating
with it, and concealing it is foremost, and | do not like that it should reach the sons?®"s of
(Syeda) Fatima s, so they?®*"s would be priding and boasting with that upon us. It suffices us
(Abbasids) what we are in. But | shall not conceal anything from you. Look who is in the house,
so forbid them’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Il got everyone in the house to step back. Then he said to me, ‘Return
and no one should remain’. | did so. Then he said to me, ‘There isn’t anyone except | and you.
By Allah??! If | were to hear from anyone what | am casting to you, | will kill you, and your
children, and destroy them all, and will seize your wealth’. He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘O
commander of the faithful! | seek Refuge with Allah22%il’
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He said, ‘O Rabie! | was insistent upon killing Ja’far®“s and not to listen to any word for him"
asws nor accept any excuse for him?s, and his@"“s affair was from the ones which could not
be extracted with a sword. It was harsh in my view and worrying upon me than the matter of
Abdullah Bin Al-Hassan, for | was more knowing of this than him?@%s, and from his@Ws
forefathers@“s in the era of the clan of Umayya.
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When | thought of killing him@s¥s the first time, Rasool-Allah=#"% resembled to me, and there,
he 2% was a barrier between me and him*"s, extending his*®" hands, protecting by hiss®%W
forearms. He®"¥ was frowning and scowling in my face about him=2s"s,
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Then | thought of killing him the second time and | drew out from the sword more than | had
drawn out the first time. There | was with Rasool-Allah=?"" having come closer to me and was
severed and thought of killing me. If | had done it, he ¥ would have done it. So, | withheld.
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Then | dared and said, ‘This is one of the deeds of opinion (imagination). Then | drew out the
sword during the third time. Rasool-Allah*®"" resembled to me, spreading his®"“s armes,
furious, reddened, and frowned and scowled until he®"¥ had almost placed his*®¥" hand
upon me. So, | feared. By Allah?! If | had done it, he**"" would have done it.
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And there has happened from me what you saw, and they®"* are from the sons?"s of (Syeda)
Fatima®"s, May the Salawaat of Allah#" be upon them**s, No one will ignore their?"s rights
except an ignorant one, nor would there be any share for him in the Law. So beware of this
being heard from you by anyone!’
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Muhammad Bin Al-Rabie said, ‘So my father did not narrate to me with it until Al-Mansour

died, and | did not narrate with it until Al-Mahdy, and Musa, and Haroun died, and
Muhammad was killed” .3

3 Bihar Al Awaar — V 46, The book of History — Ja’far Al Sadig®"s, Ch 6 H 40



