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In the Name of Allah®** the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®?* Lord*" of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=a*% and his*2¥¥ Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Is court marriage allowed in Islam?

Under certain conditions, some couples decide to get married by registering themselves in
government offices without having to go through a traditional Islamic ceremony. This type of
marriage is allowed; however, it is recommended to have witness for the reason of
inheritance, husband should give a dowry (gift) to his wife (prior to consummating marriage).
Some Ahadith related to the topic are presented below.

Kinds of Marriages:
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Abu Abdullah®"Ys said: ‘The private parts (relationship with woman) are Made to be
Permissible by three conditions — by Nikah (resulting in inheritance), and a (temporary)
marriage without (resulting in) inheritance (Mutah), and a marriage by the possession of the
right hand (slave girl?)’.2

Marriage without Witnesses:

Gidvg %%1 (Pl ade ) sk 2 ST J6 Je J«u“ o RVERRN %i o L;J%n 345 05 2y o Joo E Glslof 2 51s
30 stk o G gl s g T Y s o ] g ety 0 33T 5 ooy i T 0 5 B A Gy
LT e A 5 T s s

‘Abu Al-Hassan Musa™®"* said to Abu Yusuf, the judge, that Allah Blessed and High
Commanded in His?"“ Book with the divorce, and Emphasised therein with two witnesses
and was not Pleased with the two except if they were just, and Commanded in His?*¥ Book
with the marriage but Left it out without witnesses. So, you (on the other hand) have affirmed

1t was practised hundreds of years ago but these days it is not practised
2 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch37 H 1
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the two witnesses regarding what is to be left out, and invalidated the two witnesses
regarding what is Emphasised’.3
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‘Abu Abdullah@®"s was asked about the man who married the woman without witnesses. So,
he®¥s said: ‘There is no problem with a marriage at all regarding what is between him and
Allah?2¥, But rather, the witnesses have been made (necessary) regarding the marriage due
to the reason of the children. Had it not been that, there would not be a problem with it’.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@"%s having said: ‘But rather, the proofs had been
made for the lineage and the inheritances. And in another report: ‘And the legal Punishments
(Hadd)' >
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?s¥s regarding the man who married without a proof.
He " said: ‘There is no problem’.®

Marriage is allowed if carried out as per prevailing traditions
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3 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 53 H 4
4 Al Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 53 H 1
5 Al Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 53 H 2

6 Al Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 53 H 3
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‘There used to be a friend for Abu Abdullah™¥* who was almost never separate from himasws
whenever he®%s went to a place. So, while he w-as walking with him#%s among the
shoemakers, and with him was a Sindy slave of his walking behind him, when the man turned
around intending his slave, three times, but did not see him. So when he looked during the
fourth (time), he said, ‘O son of the adulteress! Where were you?’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So Abu Abdullah@*s raised his@¥s hand and hit his®"* own forehead
with it, then said: ‘Glory be to Allah?*il You slander his mother, and 1% used to view the
piety being for you, but there is no piety for you’. So he said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you2s"s|
His mother was a Sindy woman, a Polytheist’. So he™®"s said: ‘But don’t you know that for
every community there is a (form of) marriage? Stay away from me2sws,

CLE Sl B G a8 6

He (the narrator) said: ‘So | did not see him™?s walking with him until the death separated
the two of them’.
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And in another report, ‘(He®"s said): ‘For every community there is a (form of) marriage by
which they are being withheld from the adultery’.”

Marriage without a sermon
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‘I ' asked Abu Abdullah?"Ys about the marriage without an address, so he " said: ‘Or are not
the general Muslims marrying our youths and we sweat for (preparing) the meal upon the
table, and we are saying, ‘O so and so, have you married so and so man to so and so woman?’
So he is saying, ‘Yes, | have done so’.2

7 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 131 H5
8 Al Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch42 H 1
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s that Ali®%s Bin Al-Husayn?¥s Was marrying
(solemnising it) and he™"* was sweating with a sweat (preparing the meal), eating what was
the excess upon that, and he®"s was saying: ‘The Praise is for Allah"®¥, and Blessings be upon
Muhammad="" and his*®" Progeny’, and he®"s would be seeking Forgiveness of Allah-3?¥i
Mighty and Majestic, and ‘1%* have got you married upon a stipulation of Allah®"’, Then he
asws said: ‘When Ali#%s Bin Al-Husayn*¥s had Praised Allah??¥, so he®"* had addressed’.’

Some examples of marriage sermon are included in the appendix at the end.
The Dowry:
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah@"Ys about the dowry, is there a time for it?” He®"s said: ‘No’. Then he"
asws said: ‘The dowry of the Prophet™®% was of twelve Owgiya and one Nashsha, and the
Nashsha is half the Owgiya, and the Owgiya is of forty Dirham, so that is five hundred

Dirhams’.10
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%s, said, ‘l asked him?*"* about the dower, what is
it?’ He®%s said: ‘Whatever the people are pleased upon’.!

9 Al Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 42 H 2
10 Al Kafi— V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 44 H 3

11 Al Kafi— V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 46 H 1

Page 7 of 15




‘Court Marriage in Islam www.hubeali.com

el OF e S 255 125 e Wl J6 (i wle ) s Gl 22 i e U olddl o i 3 o e o
5 12

4 By et o< ofr% os 0% 2 5 % 2% o \ooa LG B P PV UHE L 3P B PR TP i oo %
UL G ¥ B L 318 Ledand OF 552 T S T3 Lagbdd 5 5,001 aled 55 1 120 O o TB JWB 8 5 5 ) ol 3 555

ity 1{\5@ ey V;\‘

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?%s, said, ‘l asked him?*"*s about a man who married a
woman upon a stipulation that he would teach her a Chapter from the Book of Allah-?%i
Mighty and Majestic’. He®"s said: ‘1°*¥* do not like it that he should copulate with her until
he has taught her the Chapter, and gives her something’. | said, ‘Is it allowed if he were to
give her a date or a raisin?’ He™Y* said: ‘There is no problem with that when she is pleased
with it, whatever it may happen to be’.1?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?®%s having said: ‘A woman came over to the Prophet
sawWw 5o she said, ‘Get me married’. So Rasool-Allah™®"" said: ‘Who is for this one?’ So a man
stood up and he said, ‘I will marry her, O Rasool-Allah*@¥WI” So hea"W said: ‘What will you
give her?’ So he said, ‘There is nothing for me’. So he**"% said: ‘No’.

8 52 (4l 0 o) 1 025 08 Sl F a0 0 ST 5 S0 (ke 0 o) 0 St st 2t O
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He % said, ‘So she re-iterated, and Rasool-Allah*®"¥ repeated the speech. But, no one stood
up apart from that man. Then she re-iterated. So Rasool-Allah=®"¥ said during the third time:
‘Are you good with anything from the Quran?’ He said, ‘Yes’. So he®"¥ said: ‘"% hereby
marry the two of you upon a (dower of) whatever you are good at from the Quran, so you will

teach herit’.13
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12 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 47 H 4

13 Al Kafi— V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 47 H 5
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‘Abu Abdullah?%s said regarding a man who married a woman and did not necessitate a
dower for her, then copulated with her. He®"s said: ‘For her would be a dower of his
womenfolk’.14
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullahs¥s having said: ‘The Prophet™®"¥ said: ‘Whichever
woman who donates upon her husband with her dower before he copulates with her, Allah"
azwi would Write for her (the reward of) the emancipation of a neck for each Dinar’. It was
said, ‘O Rasool-Allah*@""I So how would it be with her gifting it after the copulation?’ Hes®WW
said: ‘But rather, that is from the cordiality and the kindness’.?>

The Lowest from the Dowry:

JB (o e ) B0 e of e e o3 a2 22 5l OFT o e 08 o3 2 i 22 b e 3 atd e Gan Yl e
DR e JE 36 i e g u i ud BB

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@"%s, said, ‘I said to him@%s, “‘What is the lowest of
what suffices from the dower?’ He®%s said: ‘A lump of sugar’.1®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘The Imam™@*s would pay off the

debts from the Believers except for the dowries of the women’.!”

14 Al Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 47 H 10
15 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 47 H 15
16 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 47 H 16

17 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 47 H 18

Page 9 of 15




‘Court Marriage in Islam www.hubeali.com

The copulation demolishes the immediate dower
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®¥s having said: ‘Copulation of the man with the
woman demolishes the immediate (dower) (i.e., renders it irrelevant)’.*®

The man who agrees the dower but does not intend its payment
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah%s having said: ‘The one who agrees a dower, then
he does not intend to pay it, would be at the status of the thief’.%®

The woman gifts herself to the man

O ) o ek Ol o 22 5 Dk 15 DL 3 Jadl 5 (et 13 022 5 Dk 15 1 e 1t 10 Ba3Y e
3(mmx;my);%iuwi,ss@é;ju;gg;;jﬁ@&ﬁ;q@;zgﬁd‘g;(fwsw);m}gﬁdtjsgiwg;
R EE JB 58 5 08 95 T s O U8 W R e o B s e S U

‘I asked Abu Abdullah@%s about the woman who gifts herself to the man who marries her
without a dower. So he™®%s said: ‘But rather, this was for the Prophet=®% and as for the
others, so this is not correct until he places something for her and sends it to her before he
copulates with her, be it little or more, and even if it is a garment, or one Dirham’. And he@s%s
said: ‘The Dirham suffices’.?°
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18 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 48 H 1
19 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 49 H 1

20 Al Kafi— V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 51 H 1
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?s*s, said, ‘1 asked him?"s about the Words of Allah?%
Mighty and Majestic [33:50] and a believing woman if she gave herself to the
Prophet. So he®"s said: ‘The gifting is not Permissible except for Rasool-Allah=®"%, and as
for others, so a marriage is not correct except with a dower’.?!
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@*"s having said: ‘The gifting is not Permissible except
for Rasool-Allah=2%%, and as for others, so a marriage is not correct except with a dower’.??

Appendix: Some examples of marriage Sermons

el il ) Bl Bl 255 JB (Dt ke ) 2z T 02 pln B2 2 F 520 B8 52 8 R 1R Olke o el (2 32 3
55 dsd ks & ne guatd 10 @d e i e E & dsd G sl g o8 s LBt we g e S (

Sl Sl g JL aREnd 5A 08 g e e

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®“s having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®¥¢ solemnised the
marriage of a woman from the Clan of Abdul Muttalib@, and he®"“s was in charge of her
matter, so he®"s said: ‘The Praise is for Allah®*¥, the Mighty, the Compeller, the Lenient, the
Forgiver, and One, the Subduer, the Great, the Limitless. It is the same from you all, the one
who speaks secretly and the one who publicises with it, and the one who is concealed at night,
and the one is visible by the day.
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I3Ws Praise Him#%, and seek His®" Support, and believe in Him#%, and rely upon Him=?¥,
and suffice with Allah®¥ as a Representative. The one whom Allah®?% Guides, so he is the
guided one and there is no straying for him, and the one who He®% Lets to stray, so there is
no guidance for him. And you will never find besides Him#*%, a Guardian, and a Guide.

21 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 51 H 2

22 Al Kafi— V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 51 H 3
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And I#%s testify that there is no god except for Allah??¥, One, there being no associates for
Him32%, For Him?™ is the Kingdom, and for Him#" s the Praise, and He®™ is Able upon
everything. And % testify that Muhammad®"V is His®¥ servant and His®*" Rasool?W¥,
having Sent him™2"¥ with His®*"i Book, a proof upon His#" servants. The one who obeys him-
saww would have obeyed Allah®", and the one who disobeys him*®*% would have disobeyed
Allah=2%,

gl & T N T TR T PP ., a e slia % . PR ST DR SR PR g
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Blessings me upon him™=®% and his*®"% Progeny ", and abundant greetings, and Imam™2s¥s
of the Guidance, and the Chosen Prophet*®"¥, Then, 1% hereby advise you all with the fear
of Allah#%, for it was an Advice of Allah™¥ in the past and the bygone (days)’. Then heaws
solemnised the marriage’.?3
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‘Whenever Amir Al-Momineen?"s intended to solemnise a marriage, said: ‘The Praise is for
Allah-32wil |3Ws Prajse Him@#2¥ and seek His*i support, and believe in Him??, and reply upon
Him?™i, and 1% testify that there is no god except for Allah®%, One, there being no
associates for Him?™i, And 1% testify that Muhammad*®"V is His®*"i servant and His?"
Rasool*®"" having Sent Him?? with the Guidance and the true Religion, in order to Make it
to prevail over the Religions, all of them, even though the Polytheists may dislike it. And
Blessings be upon Muhammad=®"" and his*®"Y Progeny "¢, and greetings be to you all and
His#" Mercy and His?*¥ Blessings.
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IWs advise you, servants of Allah2¥, with the fear of Allah?¥, Protector of the Bounties and
the Mercy, Creator of the people, and Manager of the affairs with Power over it and Mastery
for it. Therefore, for Allah?" is the Praise upon the occurrences which are to transpire and
what has passed, and for Him®" is the sole Praise being for Him?%, and the sincere
Extollation with whatever is from Him=?" which would be a Grace to us and a covering upon

23 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 43 H 2
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us and an adornment to us; Creator of what is honourable and a disgrace, what is difficult and
what is easy, what is hard and what is soft.
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He?™ |nitiated the creation with an initiation on the first day, initiating the sky, and it was
smoke, so He®™ Said to it and the earth: “Either come willingly or unwillingly”. They both
said: ‘We come willingly’. Thus, He®% Judged them both as seven skies in two days; and
neither were its resources severe nor could the fleer precede Him#*" nor is a perishable thing
lost from Him3%, The Day in which every soul shall be paid what it had earned and they would
not be oppressed. Thereafter, so and so ...... (are to be married)’.?*

.u;L!CLQJ %Ju (PO m)mmdtj;i(é;f_;;’.’&ng;jjg&wtﬁbJLWJMJJ@‘V,;&SA“J“”
b JE 5 g 2k 5 ol a0 U s S8 R M Ty 2T 5550 4 B8 el et gl ki B

sl oolan g Jadl 5 s 4 ”’&feﬁ\giﬁ36@‘&?36%‘@5%36wmwj 5 B Ui 5 ok (e

(It has been narrated) raising it to Abu Abdullah@%s, in answer to a sermon of the marriage:
‘The Praise is for Allah®®¥, the Chosen for the Praise, sincerely for HimselfsWW, Hjs3zwi
Mention being Glorified by Him??, and His***l Command being Radiated by Him32¥, We3Ws
Praise Him?? without being in doubt. We 2**s see what we*"* prepare hoping for its success
and as keys to its benefits, and we®"s attain the needs by it from His®*"i Presence. And we"
asws seek Guidance of Allah®¥ with the impeccable Guidance, and firm Security, and
determined piety. And we seek Refuge with Allah?*i from the blindness after the Guidance,
and the actions during straying desires.
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And 1% testify that there is no god except for Allah?%, One, there being no associates for
Him?™, and %S testify that Muhammad*V is His?% servant and His®*" Rasool*®"V, a
servant such that he®¥ never worshipped anyone apart from Him?"i, He®*¥ Chose himsaWW
with His®%¥ Knowledge, and a trustworthy upon His#% Revelation, and a Rasool™®"V to His’
azwi creatures. So, may Allah#¥ Send His*" Blessings upon him™2%W and his®¥ Progeny ">,
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Thereafter, so we™®"s have heard your speeches, and you are the neighbours, the nearest
ones we % wish to be in your alliance, and assisting you in your needs, and desiring to be

24 Al Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 43 H 4
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your brethren. So we™®"s have accepted the intercession of your interceders, and we™@Ws
hereby marry to your proposer upon a stipulation that for her would be from the dower what
you have mentioned. We?%s ask Allah®* Who Endorsed the affairs with His?
Measurement, that He®*¥ Makes the end result of this gathering of ours to be what He32W
Loves, Him??" being the Guardian of that and the One Able over it’.°
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‘I heard Abu Al-Hassan"s address with this sermon: ‘The Praise is for Allah#%, the Knower
with what is to occur before anyone from His#" creatures realises it. The Originator of the
skies and the earth. The Composer of the causes with what the Pens flow with, and the
Ordained matters occur from the precedence of His#% Knowledge, and a measurement of
His22" Wisdom. % Praise Him??" upon His*" Bounties, and 1% seek Refuge with Him32%
His?" Vengeance, seeking Guidance of Allah®%, and 1% seek Refuge with Him?¥ from the
straying and the destruction. The one whom Allah®*"i Guides, so he has travelled upon the
ideal road, and has acquired the best of the booties; and the one who Allah-#" Lets to stray,
so he is perplexed from the guidance and collapsed into the destruction.
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And | testify that there is no god except for Allah®?¥, One, there being no associates for Him"
azwj and that Muhammad2WV js His@2" servant and His?™% Rasool*®"%, the Chosen one, and
His2¥ Guardian with whom He?? js Pleased with, and Sent him=2%" with the Guidance. He"
azwi Sent him™®"" upon where there was an interval from the Rasools® and there was differing
among the nations, and there was an interruption from the ways and the teachings from the
Wisdom, and obscurities from the banners of the Guidance and the proofs.
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So he @ delivered the Message of hiss®% Lord?*¥, and implemented His#*¥ Commands and
fulfilled the Truth which he®"Y¥ was upon, and he®"" passed away and the Praisers®“¥ js very
much missed. Then, these matters are in the Hands of Allah?", all of them, Causing them to
flow to its reasons and its measurements. So Allah"®% Commanded that these flow by His?2"
Measurement, and Measured it to flow to its term, and flowing it to its prescribed time, and
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for every term there is a prescribed time. Allah Obliterates whatever He so Desires to and
Establishes, and with Him is the Mother of the Book [13:39].
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Thereafter, Allah?* Mighty and Majestic as a cordiality for the hearts, and as a link linking it
to the womb relationships, and Made it a kindness and a mercy, and in that are signs for the
worlds. And He®" Said in the Decisive of His®*" Book And He it is Who Created a mortal
from the water, so He Made for him relationships of lineage and marriage [25:54]; and
He?? Said And marry those among you who are single and those who are fit among your
male slaves and your female slaves [24:32].
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And, so and so, son of so and so is from the ones whom you know of his nobility and his
lineage, and his doctrine in the etiquettes, and he has desired regarding participating with
you and loves to be related to you, and has given you a proposal for your so and so young girl,
daughter of so and so, and has extended to her such and such from the dower, the immediate
being such and such, and the delayed being such and such (amount). Therefore, accept our
intercession and marry our proposer, and return him with a beautiful returning, and say
beautiful words, and seek Forgiveness of Allah?"i for me?"s and for you all, and for the

entirety of the Muslims’.26
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