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 تَسْلِيماً.ِوَسَلَمَِِ,الطاَهِريِنِِسَيِ دِنََِمَُُمَدٍِوَِآلِهِِِعَلىِاللَُِِّوَِصَلَىِِ,الْعالَمِينِرَبِِِالْْمَْدُِللَِِِّالرحَِيمِِِالرَحْْنِِِاللَِِِّبِسْمِِ
In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief 

Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and greetings with abundant greetings. 

لِْفَ رَجَهُمِْوَالْعَنِْأعَْدَائَ هُمِْاَجَْْعِيْنِ  الَلَهُمَِصَلِ ِعَلىِمَُُمَدٍِوَآلِِمَُُمَدٍِوَعَجِ 

‘Disputing Among Believers’ 

Summary: 

Disputing with the people, let alone with believers, is discouraged in Islam. When one gets 
involved in disputes, one is considered part of the disputants. For participating in disputes, 
there is perdition and loss of honour.12  Someone who broadcasts someone’s obscenity, 
becomes like the one who has committed it.’3 There are blessings in pardoning, being lenient 
and swallowing anger.  

Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘Pardon (shake hands with) your enemy, and even if it is 
abhorrent, for it is from what Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic has Commanded His-azwj servants 
with. He-azwj Says: Repel (evil) by that which is best, So, if there is enmity between you and 
him, he would be like your intimate friend [41:34] And none would receive it except those 
who are patient, and none would receive it except one with a mighty share [41:35].’4 

Amir Al-Momineen-asws says about a devout believer: ‘He meets the foolish by turning away 
from him and neglecting to answer; the people will be your helpers, because the one who 
answers the foolish and suffices him has placed the firewood upon the fire.’5  

Disputing is Forbidden: 

كَِمَاِيَ نْهَانِِعَنِْشُرْبِِالَِْ ِمْرِِوَِعِبَادَةِِأوَْثََنٍِ.ثَُُِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِلََِْيَ زَلِْجَبْْئَيِلُِعِيَ نْهَانِِعَنِْمُلََحَاةِِالر جَِالِ

Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Jibraeel-as did not cease to forbid me-saww from disputing with the men 
just as he-as forbade me-saww from drinking the wine and worshipping the idols…’ (an extract).6 

 إِيََّكَِوَِعَدَاوَةَِالر جَِالِِفإَِنََّاَِتوُرِثُِالْمَعَرةََِوَِتُ بْدِيِالْعَوْرةََِ.ِختص،ِالإختصاصِقاَلَِالصَادِقُِع

(The book) ‘Al Ikhtisaas’ –  

‘Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘Beware of enmity of the men, for it inherits the loss of honour and 
manifests the disgrace.’’7 

 
1 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 101 – The Book of Rulings – CH 6 H 1 
2 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 64 H 9  
3 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 65 H 3 
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 58 a 
5 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 61 
6 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 74 - The book ‘Al Rawza’ - Ch 6 H 28 
7 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 64 H 9  
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 أَنَِللِْخُصُومَةِِقُحَماًِ.ِنََّْجُِالْبَلََغَةِ،ِفِِحَدِيثِهِِعِ

(The book) ‘Nahj Al-Balagah’ -  

In his-asws Hadeeth: ‘For the disputes there is ruination.’8 

 .لََِتُُاَريَِنَِسَفِيهاًِوَِلََِحَلِيماًِفإَِنَِالْْلَِيمَِيُ غْلِيكَِوَِالسَفِيهَِيُ رْدِيكَِِوَِقاَلَِع

And he said: ‘Neither have bitter arguments with a foolish one nor a lenient one, for the 
lenient will melt you down (embarrass you with forbearance) and the foolish one will regress 
you.’9 

 الْمُشَاحِنُِلََِيُ قْبَلُِمِنْهُِصَرْفٌِوَِلََِعَدْلٌِِنَ وَادِرُِالراَوَنْدِيِ ،ِبِِِسْنَادِهِِعَنِْمُوسَىِبْنِِجَعْفَرٍِعَنِْآبََئهِِِعِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّص

(The book) ‘Nawadir’ of Al Rawandy – by his chain,  

From Musa-asws Bin Ja’far-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: 
‘The quarrelsome, neither an exchange nor replacement will be Accepted from him.’  

 وَِمَاِالْمُشَاحِنُِ قِيلَِيََِّرَسُولَِاللَِِّص

‘It was said: ‘O Rasool-Allah-saww! And what is the quarrelsome?’ 

 قاَلَِالْمُصَارمُِِلِِمَُتِِِالطاَعِنُِعَلَيْهَاِ.

‘He-saww said: ‘The challenger of my-saww community, the taunting upon it.’’10 

 مَنِْضَنَِبِعِرْضِهِِفَ لْيَدعَِِالْمِراَءَ.ِوَِقاَلَِع

And he-asws (Imam Ali-asws Ibn Abi Talib-asws) said: ‘One (wanting to) protect the honour, let him 
leave the bitter arguments.’11 

 إِنَِالَذِينَِيُُِبُّونَِأَنِْتَشِيعَِالْفاحِشَةُِفِِالَذِينَِآمَنُواِلََمُِْعَذابٌِألَيِمٌِِالنور

(Surah) Al Noor: Those who love that the scandal should spread regarding those who 
believe, for them would be a painful Punishment, [24:19] 

 وَِلَِتَََسَسُوِِالْجرات

(Surah) Al Hujuraat: nor should you spy [49:12] 

 
8 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 101 – The Book of Rulings – CH 6 H 1 
9 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 64 H 9 b 
10 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 64 H 9 c 
11 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 64 H 10 d 
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كَِانَِمِنَِالَذِينَِقاَلَِاللَُِِِّفس،ِتفسيرِالقميِأَبِِعَنِِابْنِِأَبِِعُمَيْرٍِعَنِْهِشَامٍِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَِ: عَتِْأذُُنََهُ إِنَِِِِ-مَنِْقاَلَِفِِمُؤْمِنٍِمَاِرأََتِْعَيْنَاهُِوَِسََِ
 .الَذِينَِيُُِبُّونَِأَنِْتَشِيعَِالْفاحِشَةُِفِِالَذِينَِآمَنُواِلََمُِْعَذابٌِألَيِمٌِفِِالدُّنْياِوَِالْْخِرَةِِ

Tafseer Al Qummi – My father, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, from Hisham,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘One who says regarding a Momin what his eyes have 
seen and his ears have heard, he would be from those Allah-azwj Said: Those who love that the 
scandal should spread regarding those who believe, for them would be a painful 
Punishment, in the world and the Hereafter [24:19].’’12 

كَِالَذِيِأتَََهَاِ.ِالِماليِللصدوقِفِِمَنَاهِيِالنَبِِ ِصِ عَِفاَحِشَةًِفأَفَْشَاهَاِفَ هُوَ  أَلََِوَِمَنِْسََِ

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of Al Sadouq –  

‘Among prohibitions by the Prophet-saww: ‘Indeed! And the one hears an obscenity, so he 
spreads it, so he is like the one who has committed it.’’13 

ِغِيَاثٍِعَنِْبُ رْدِِبْنِِسِنَانٍِعَنِْمَكْحُولٍِعَنِْوَاثلَِةَِبْنِِِالِماليِللصدوقِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِأَحَْْدَِالَِْسَدِيُِّعَنِْيَ عْقُوبَِبْنِِيوُسُفَِعَنِْعُمَرَِبْنِِإِسَْاَعِيلَِعَنِْحَفْصِِبْنِِ
 .لََِتُظْهِرِِالشَمَاتَةَِبَِِخِيكَِفَيَرْحََْهُِالَلُِّوَِيَ بْتَلِيَكَِِالَِْسْقَعِِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّص

(The book) ‘Al Amaali of Al Sadouq – Muhammad Bin Ahmad Al Asady, from Yaqoub Bin Yusuf, from Umar Bin 
Ismail, from Hafs Bin Giyas, from Burd Bin Sinan, from Mak’houl, from Wasila Bin Al Asqa’a who said,  

Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Do not schadenfreude (speak of faults) of your brother, lest God have 
mercy on him and test you.’14 

سْنَادِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِسِنَانٍِعَنِْحُذَيْ فَةَِبْنِِمَنْصُورٍِقاَلَ: الْمُؤْمِنِِعَلَىِالْمُؤْمِنِِحَراَمٌِقُ لْتُِلَِِبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِشَيِِْمعانِِالِخبارِبِِذََاِالْإِ  ءٌِيَ قُولهُُِالناَسُِعَوْرَةُِ

(The book) ‘Ma’any Al Akhbar’ – By this chain, from Muhammad Bin Sinan, from Huzeyfa Bin Mansour who said,  

‘I said to Abu Abdullah-asws, ‘There is something the people are saying, ‘Nakedness of the 
Momin is prohibited unto the Momin.’’ 

هَُِبهِِِيَ وْماًِإِذَاِغَضِبَِقاَلَِليَْسَِحَيْثُِتَذْهَبُِإِنََّاَِعَوْرَةُِالْمُؤْمِنِِأَنِْيَ راَهُِيَ تَكَلَمُِبِكَلََمٍِيُ عَابُِعَلَيْهِِفَ يَحْفَظهَُِعَِ  .لَيْهِِليُِعَيرِ 

‘He-asws said: ‘It isn’t where you are going (with it). But rather the nakedness of the Momin is 
seeking him speaking with a speech he can be faulted upon, so he preserves it upon him in 
order to fault him with it one day when he is angered.’’15 

قُ لْتُِِِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِالْفُضَيْلِِعَنِْأَبِِالَْْسَنِِمُوسَىِعِقاَلَ:ثوابِالِعمالِابْنُِالْمُتَوكَِ لِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِيَُْيََِعَنِْسَهْلٍِعَنِْيَُْيََِبْنِِالْمُبَارَكِِعَنِِابْنِِجَبَلَةَِِ
الَذِيِأَكْرَهُِلَهُِفأََسْألَهُُِلَهُِجُعِلْتُِفِدَاكَِالرَجُلُِمِنِْإِخْوَانِِيَ بْلُغُنِِِعَنْهُِالشَيِْ  عَنْهُِفَ يُنْكِرُِذَلِكَِوَِقَدِْأَخْبََْنِِعَنْهُِقَ وْمٌِثقَِاتٌِ ءُِ

 
12 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 65 H 2 
13 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 65 H 3 
14 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 65 H 5 
15 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 65 H 8 
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(The book) ‘Sawaab Al Amaal’ – Ibn Al Mutawakkil, from Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Sahl, from Yahya Bin Al 
Mubarik, from Abu Jabalah, from Muhammad Bin Al Fuzeyl,  

From Abu Al-Hassan Al-Musa-asws, he (the narrator) said, ‘I said to him-asws, ‘May I be sacrificed 
for you-asws! The man from my brethren, something reaches me from him which I dislike for 
him. So I ask about it and he denies that, and I have been informed about it by reliable people.’  

كَِذِ بِْسََْعَكَِوَِبَصَرَكَِعَنِْأَخِيكَِفإَِنِْشَهِدَِعِنْدَكَِخََْسُونَِقَسَامَةًِوَِقاَلَِلَكَِِ بِْمُِْوَِلََِتُذِيعَنَِعَلَيْهِِشَيْئاًِتَشِينُهُِبِهِِوَِِفَ قَالَِليِيََِّمَُُمَدُ كَِذِ  قْهُِوَ قَ وْلًَِفَصَدِ 
 ِ.إِنَِالَذِينَِيُُِبُّونَِأَنِْتَشِيعَِالْفاحِشَةُِفِِالَذِينَِآمَنُواِلََمُِْعَذابٌِألَيِمٌِفِِالدُّنيْاِوَِالْْخِرَةِِِ-ذِينَِقاَلَِالَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِتََْدِمُِبِهِِمُرُوَتَهُِفَ تَكُونَِمِنَِالَِ

‘He-asws said to me: ‘O Muhammad! Belie your hearing and your sight. Even if fifty (persons) 
were to testify in your presence swearing, and he says to you a word, ratify him and belie 
them, and do not broadcast anything against him shaming him with it and demolishing his 
personality by it, so you will be from those Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic Said: Those who 
love that the scandal should spread regarding those who believe, for them would be a 
painful Punishment, in the world and the Hereafter [24:19].’’16 

ينِِفَ يُحْصِيَِعَلَيْهِِعَثَراَتهِِِِِِسن،ِالمحاسنِفِِروَِايةَِِزُراَرَةَِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِقاَلَ: وَِزَلََتهِِِليُِعَنِ فَهُِبِِاَِإِنَِأقَْ رَبَِمَاِيَكُونُِالْعَبْدُِإِلََِالْكُفْرِِأَنِْيُ ؤَاخِيَِالرَجُلَِعَلَىِالدِ 
 يَ وْماًِمَاِ.

(The book) ‘Al Mahasin’ – In a report by Zurara,  

‘From Abu Ja’far-asws having said: ‘The closest of what the servant can be to Kufr is when the 
man establishes brotherhood upon the religion, then he counts his stumbles and his slips, in 
order to rebuke him with it one day.’’17 

،ِقاَلَِلقُْمَانُِ  مَنِْلََِيَكْظِمِْغَيْظهَُِيُشْمِتِْعَدُوَهُِ.ِكَنْزُِالْكَراَجُكِيِ 

(The book) ‘Kanz’ of Al Karajaky’ –  

‘Luqman-as said: ‘One who does not swallow his anger, his enemies will gloat (over him).’’18 

Never Call out for a Fight: 

Amir ul-Momineen-asws would wait and avoid a confrontation, as one can see from the months 

of deliberations and observations of patience by Amir ul-Momineen-asws prior to the Battle of 

Safween.  Even during the battle of Safween, Imam Ali-asws said to his-asws son, (Imam 

Hassan-asws):  

 [ِدُعِيتَِإِليَْهَاِفَأَجِبِْفإَِنَِالدَاعِيَِإِليَْهَاِبََغٍِوَِالْبَاغِيَِمَصْرُوعٌِوَِإِنِْ]فإَِنِِْلَِبنِْهِِالَْْسَنِِعِلََِتَدْعُوَنَِإِلََِمُبَارَزةٍَِِوَِقاَلَِعِ

 
16 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 65 H 11 
17 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 65 H 13 
18 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 77 
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Imam Ali-asws Ibn Abu Talib-asws said: ‘Do not challenge anyone to a duel (fight), but if you are 

called upon to duel, (only then) respond, because one who calls to a fight is an oppressor, and 

the oppressor is always defeated.’19 

Continue on your way when someone is Insulting: 

عْتَِلنََاِِفَ قُلْتُِلَهُِيََِّسَيِ دِيِلََِْأعَْلَمِْمَاِفِِرجِْلِِالْبَابِِفَ قَالَِوَِلََِاحْتَجْتَِأَنِْتَ عْمَلَِعَمَلًَِتََْتَاجُِأَِ نِْتَ عْتَذِرَِمِنْهُِإِيََّكَِبَ عْدَهَاِأَنِْتَ عُودَِإِلََِمِثْلِهَاِوَِإِذَاِسََِ
أُِِ اِلَتِِ لِِسَبِيلِكَ أِنَْتَِفإَِنََِببَِلَدِِسَوْءٍِوَِمِصْرَِسَوِْشَاتُاًِفاَمْضِ أِوَِْتُ عَر فَِهُِمَنْ أَِنِْتََُاوِبَِمَنِْيَشْتِمُنَا إِِيََّكَ أَِحْوَالَكَِِمِرْتَِبِِاَِوَ أَِخْبَارَكَِوَ اِمْضِِفِِطرَيِقِكَِفإَِنَ ءٍِوَ

 .تُ رَدُِّإلِيَْنَاِفاَعْلَمِْذَلِكَِ

‘I said to himasws (the Imam-asws), ‘O my Masterasws! I did not know what was in the base of the 

door.’ Heasws said: ‘And why did you have to do a deed being needy to apologise from it?  

‘‘Beware after it from repeating similar to it, and whenever you hear insults to usasws, then 

continue on your way, which Iasws instruct you with and beware of replying to the one who 

insults usasws, or introducing to him who you are, for we are in an evil country, and an evil city. 

And continue in your road, for your news and your situations are being referred to usasws, so 

know that!’’ (See the complete Hadith in Appendix II).20 

Extending the Fight from Verbal to Physical: 

مَنِْخَاصَمَِِوَِقاَلَِعِ  مَنِْبََلَغَِفِِالُْصُومَةِِأَثَُِِوَِمَنِْقَصَرَِفِيهَاِظلُِمَِوَِلََِيَسْتَطِيعُِأَنِْيَ تَقِيَِالَلَِّ

Imam Ali-asws ibn Abu Talib-asws said: ‘Whoever goes too far in quarrelling is a sinner, but if one 

falls short in it (quarrel), one is oppressed.  But the one who initiates the fight will lose the 

ability to fear Allah-azwj.’21  

How to Clear the air (to suppress the rage)? 

 احْصُدِِالشَرَِمِنِْصَدْرِِغَيْرِكَِبقَِلْعِهِِمِنِْصَدْركَِِِوَِقاَلَِعِ

Imam Ali-asws ibn Abu Talib-asws said: ‘Remove evil from the chest of others by eradicating it 

(first) from your own (chest).’22 

 ذَاِأكُْرهَِِعَمِيَِإِنَِللِْقُلُوبِِشَهْوَةًِوَِإِقْ بَالًَِوَِإِدْبََراًِفأَْتوُهَاِمِنِْقِبَلِِشَهْوَتَِاَِوَِإِقْ بَالَِاَِفإَِنَِالْقَلْبَِإِِِوَِقاَلَِعِ

 
 .Nahjul Balagha, Saying no. 233 , نَّجِالبلَغةِ)للصبحيِصالح(،ِص:509ِ 19
20 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 50, The book of History – Al-Hassan Bin Aliasws, Ch 2 H 60 a 
  Nahjul Balagha, Saying no. 298 نَّجِالبلَغةِ)للصبحيِصالح(،ِص:528ِ 21

 .Nahjul Balagha, Saying no. 178  نَّجِالبلَغةِ)للصبحيِصالح(،ِص:501ِ 22
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Imam Ali-asws Ibn Abu Talib-asws said: ‘Hearts have desires which incline and withdraw 

excessively, therefore harness the tendency of (being volatile) otherwise when (the) heart 

becomes uncontrollable it turns blind (cannot be guided).’23  

Triumph is for the one who Pardons? 

 أَعْظَمُهُمَاِعَفْواًِِ.ِِعَنْهُِعَنِِابْنِِفَضَالٍِقاَلَِسََِعْتُِأَبََِالَْْسَنِِ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِيَ قُولُِمَاِالْتَ قَتِْفِئَ تَانِِقَطُِّإِلََِنُصِرَِ

From him, from Ibn Fazzal who said,  

‘I heard Abu Al-Hassanasws saying: ‘No two parties ever met (in a confrontation) at all, except 

victory was for the one who was greater of the two in pardoning.’24  

The rewards of averting a dispute: 

ِعَنِْأَِ مَنِْقَدَمَِغَريماًِِِِبِِالَْْسَنِِالَِْوَلِِعِقَالَِقاَلَِالنَبُِِّصثوابِالِعمالِأَبِِعَنِْسَعْدٍِعَنِِابْنِِهَاشِمٍِعَنِِابْنِِمَعْبَدٍِعَنِْدُرُسْتَِعَنِْعَبْدِِالْْمَِيدِِالطاَئِيِ 
 ضَِالَلُِّلَهُِبِنَْزلَِةٍِيَ وْمَِالْقِيَامَةِِإِلََِمَنْزلَِةَِإبِْ راَهِيمَِخَلِيلِِالرَحَْْنِِع.إِلََِالسُّلْطاَنِِيَسْتَحْلِفُهُِوَِهُوَِيَ عْلَمُِأنَهَُِيَُْلِفُِثَُُِتَ ركََهُِتَ عْظِيماًِلِلَِِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِلََِْيَ رِْ

(The book) ‘Sawab Al Amaal’ – My father, from Sa’ad, from Ibn Hashim, from Ibn Ma’bad, from Dorost, from 
Abdul Hameed Taie,  

From Abu Al-Hassan-asws the 1st having said: ‘The Prophet-saww said: ‘One who brings a debtor 
to the ruler to make him swear an oath, and he knows he will swear, then he leaves him in 
reverence to Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic, Allah-azwj will not be Pleased for him of any status 
on the Day of Qiyamah except the status of Ibrahim-as, Friend of the Beneficent.’25 

Fairness in dealing with an aggressor: 

فَ رَمَقَهَاِالْقَوْمُِبِِبَْصَارهِِمِْفَ قَالَِع]إِذِْمَرَتِِِْ-[ِرُوِيَِأنَهَُِعكَِانَِجَالِساًِفِِأَصْحَابهِِِوَِ]يُ رْوَى يلَةٌِ وَِإِنَِِِِإِنَِأبَْصَارَِهَذِهِِالْفُحُولِِطَوَامِحُِِِ-[ِفَمَرَتِْبِِِمُِامْرأَةٌَِجَِْ
كَِامْرأَتَهِِِِِذَلِكَِسَبَبُِهِبَابِِاَ  فإَِذَاِنَظرََِأَحَدكُُمِْإِلََِامْرأَةٍَِتُ عْجِبُهُِفَ لْيُلََمِسِْأهَْلَهُِفإَِنََّاَِهِيَِامْرأَةٌَ

And it is reported that he-asws (Ali Amir Al-Momineen-asws) was seated among his-asws 
companions when a beautiful woman passed by him-asws. The people gazed at her with their 
eyes. He-asws said: ‘The eyes of these stallions are covetous, and that is the cause of their 
looking. So, whenever one of you looks at a woman who fascinates him, then let him touch 
his wife, for rather she is a woman like his woman.’  

ِأوَِْعَفْوٌِعَنِْذَنْبٍِِ[ِفَ وَثَبَِالْقَوْمُِليَِقْتلُُوهُِفَ قَالَِعِرُوَيْداًِ]قاَلَِِ-فَ قَالَِرَجُلٌِمِنَِالْوََارجِِِقاَتَ لَهُِالَلُّكَِافِراًِمَاِأفَْ قَهَهُِ ِبِسَبٍ   إِنََّاَِهُوَِسَبٌّ

 
 .Nahjul Balagha, Saying no. 193   نَّجِالبلَغةِ)للصبحيِصالح(،ِص:503ِ 23
24 Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 53 H 8 
25 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 101 – The Book of Rulings – CH 10 H 12 
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A man from the Kharijites said, ‘May Allah-azwj Kill him-asws a Kafir! How understanding he-asws 
is!’ The people leapt up to kill him. He-asws said: ‘Gently! But rather it is an insult (reviling) for 
an insult (reviling) or pardoning from a sin.’26 

ِعَنِْإِسَْاَعِيلَِبْنِِأبَََنٍِعَنِْعَمْروِِبْنِِشِِْرٍِعَنِِِِْ بْ راَهِيمَِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِالثقََفِيِ  ِعَنِِالشَعْبِِ ِقاَلَ:كِتَابُِالْغَاراَتِ،ِلِإِ ِالْْعُْفِيِ  ِِِسَالٍَِ وَجَدَِعَلِيٌِّعِدِرْعاًِلَهُِعِنْدَِنَصْراَنِ ٍ
كَِانَِخَصْمِيِمُسْلِماًِمَاِِفَجَاءَِبِهِِإِلََِشُرَيْحٍِيُُاَصِمُهُِإلِيَْهِِفَ لَمَاِنَظرََِإلِيَْهِِشُرَيْحٌِذَهَبَِيَ تَنَحَىِوَِقاَلَِمَكَانَكَِفَجَلَِ جَلَسْتُِسَِإِلََِجَنْبِهِِوَِقاَلَِيََِّشُرَيْحُِأمََاِلَوْ

 إِلََِمَعَهُِوَِلَكِنَهُِنَصْراَنٌِِِّ

(The book) ‘Kitab Al Gharaat’ of Ibrahim Bin Muhammad Al Saqafy, from Ismail Bin Aban, from Amro Bin Shimr, 
from Salim Al Jufy, from Al Shaby who said,  

Ali-asws found a shield of his-asws in the possession of a Christian. He-asws came with him to 
Shureyh (the judge) bringing his-asws dispute to him. When Shureyh looked at him he went on 
to move aside, and he-asws said: ‘Stay in your place!’ He-asws sat to his side and said: ‘O Shureyh! 
If a Muslim had disputed me-asws, I-asws would not have sat except with him, but he is a 
Christian. 

كَِمَِ كُِنْتُمِْوَِإِيََّهُمِْفِِطرَيِقٍِفأََلْْئُِوهُمِْإِلََِمَضَايقِِهِِوَِصَغِ رُواِبِِِمْ  اِصَغَرَِالَلُِّبِِِمِْفِِغَيْرِِأَنِْتَظْلِمُواِوَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِإِذَا

‘And Rasool-Allah-saww had said: ‘When you and them were in a road, drive them to its 
narrowness and belittle them just as Allah-azwj has Belittle them without being oppressive.’’ 

 ثَُُِقاَلَِعَلِيٌِّعِإِنَِهَذَاِدِرْعِيِلََِْأبَِعِْوَِلََِْأهََبِْ

Then Ali-asws said: ‘This is my-asws shield, I-asws did not sell nor did I-asws gift!’ 

ِمَاِيَ قُولُِأمَِيُرِالْمُؤْمِنِينَِِ  فَ قَالَِللِنَصْراَنِ ِ

He (Shureyh) said to the Christian, ‘What is Amir Al-Momineen-asws saying?’  

مَاِالدِ رعُِْإِلََِدِرْعِيِوَِمَاِأمَِيُرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِنْدِيِإِلََِبِكَاذِبٍِ  فَ قَالَِالنَصْراَنُِِّ

The Christian said, ‘The shield is not except my shield, and Amir Al-Momineen-asws is not in my 
view except a liar!’ 

 فاَلْتَفَتَِشُرَيْحٌِإِلََِعَلِيٍ ِعِفَ قَالَِيََِّأمَِيَرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِهَلِْمِنِْبَ يِ نَةٍِ

Shureyh turned to Ali-asws. He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen-asws! Is there any proof?’  

 قاَلَِلََِ

He-asws said: ‘No!’ 

 
26 Nahj Al Balagah – Saying 420 
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ِفَمَشَىِهُنَيْئَةًِثَُُِأقَْ بَلَِفَ قَالَِأمََاِأنَََِفأََشْهَدُِأَنَِهَذِهِِأَحْكَامُِالنَِ يَ قْضِيِعَلَيْهِِأَشْهَدُِأَنِِِِْبِيِ يَنِأمَِيُرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِيَمْشِيِبِِإِلََِقاَضِيهِِوَِقاَضِيهِِفَ قَضَىِبِِاَِللِنَصْراَنِ ِ
 ِأمَِيَرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِِلََِإلَِهَِإِلََِالَلُِّوَحْدَهُِلََِشَريِكَِلَهُِوَِأَنَِمَُُمَداًِعَبْدُهُِوَِرَسُولهُُِالدِ رعُِْوَِاللَِِّدِرْعُكَِيََِّ

So, he judged with it to be for the Christian. The man walked a while, then came back. He said, 
‘As for me, I testify that this is the ruling of the Prophet-as! Amir Al-Momineen-asws walked with 
me to his-asws judge, and his-asws judged judges against him-asws. I hereby testify that there is no 
god except Allah-azwj Alone, there is no associate for Him-azwj, and that Muhammad-saww is His-

azwj servant and His-azwj Rasool-saww! By Allah-azwj, the shield is your-asws shield), O Amir Al-
Momineen-asws!’ 

 هْرَوَانِِ.فَخَرجََِمَعَِأمَِيِرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِإِلََِصِفِ يَنِفأََخْبََْنِِمَنِْرَآهُِيُ قَاتِلُِمَعَِعَلِيٍ ِعِالْوََارجَِِفِِالنَِ

He went out with Amir Al-Momineen-asws to (the battle of) Siffeen. The one who saw him 
informed me, he fought the Kharijites along with Ali-asws in (the battle of) Al-Naharwan.27 

Kindness is before bringing up charges: 

عَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِقاَلَِمَنِْأَخَذَِسَارقِاًِفَ عَفَاِعَنْهُِعِدَةٌِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِخَالِدٍِعَنِْعُثْمَانَِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِْسََاَعَةَِبْنِِمِهْراَنَِِ
مَامِِقَطَِ مَامُِحَتََِّيَ قْطعََهُِإِذَاِرفُِعَِإلِيَْهِِوَِفَذَاكَِلَهُِفإَِنِْرفُِعَِإِلََِالْإِ مَامِِوَِذَلِكَِِعَهُِفإَِنِْقاَلَِالَذِيِسُرقَِِمِنْهُِأنَََِأهََبُِلَهُِلََِْيَدَعْهُِالْإِ قَ بْلَِأَنِْيُ رْفَعَِإِلََِالْإِ ِإِنََّاَِالَْبَِةُِ

مَامِِفَ لَيْسَِلَِِحَدٍِأَنِْيَتْْكَُهُِ.قَ وْلُِاللَِِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِوَِالْْافِظوُنَِلِْدُُودِِاللَِِّ  ِفإَِذَاِانْ تَهَىِالَْْدُِّإِلََِالْإِ

A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid, from Usman Bin Isa, from Sama’at Bin 
Mahran,  

Abu Abdullah-asws has said: ‘The one who seizes a thief, and he excuses him from it, so that is 
up to him. But, if it is raised to the Imam-asws, he-asws would cut him. So if the one who had 
been stolen from were to say, ‘I gift it to you,’ the Imam-asws would not leave him until he-asws 
cuts him, (after) it is raised to him. But rather, the gifting is before he raises it to the Imam-

asws, and these are the Words of Allah-azwj mighty and Majestic [9:112] and the preservers of 
the Penalties of Allah. So when the Penalty (Hadd) ends up with the Imam-asws, so it is not for 
anyone that he-asws should leave him.’28  

عليهِالسلَمِ(ِقاَلَِسَألَْتُهُِعَنِِالرَجُلِِيََْخُذُِاللِ صَِيَ رْفَ عُهُِأوَِْيَتْْكُُهُِفَ قَالَِعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِابْنِِأَبِِعُمَيْرٍِعَنِْحَْاَدٍِعَنِِالْْلََبِِ ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِِ
كَِِ يَنِرَجَعَِإلِيَْهِِفَ قَالَِمَنِْذَهَبَِبِردَِائِيِفَذَهَبَِانَِمُضْطَجِعاًِفِِالْمَسْجِدِِالْْرَاَمِِفَ وَضَعَِردَِاءَهُِوَِخَرجََِيُ هَريِقُِالْمَاءَِفَ وَجَدَِردَِاءَهُِقَدِْسُرقَِِحِِإِنَِصَفْوَانَِبْنَِأمَُيَةَ
 يَطْلُبُهُِفأََخَذَِصَاحِبَهُِ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, from Hammad, from Al Halby,  

(The narrator) asked Abu Abdullah-asws about the man who seized the thief, ‘Should he raise 
it (the matter to the Imam-asws) or should he leave him?’ So he-asws said: ‘Sufyan Bin Amayya 
was lying down in the Sacred Masjid, so he placed down his robe, and went out to wash with 

 
27 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 101 – The Book of Rulings – CH 12 H 4 
28 Al Kafi – V 7 – The Book of Legal Penalties Ch 54 H 1 
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the water. He found that his robe had been stolen, when he returned to it. So he said, ‘Who 
has gone away with my robe?’ So he went seeking it, and he seized the one who was with it. 

نُِأَِتَ قْطَعُِيَدَهُِمِنِْأَجْلِِردَِائِيِيََِّرَسُولَِاللَِِّقاَلَِنَ عَمِْقاَلَِِفَ رَفَ عَهُِإِلََِالنَبِِ ِ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِفَ قَالَِالنَبُِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِاقْطعَُواِيَدَهُِفَ قَالَِصَفْوَا
كَِانَِهَذَاِقَ بْلَِأَنِْتَ رْفَ عَهُِإِلَيَِفأََنََِأهََبُهُِلَهُِفَ قَالَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّ)ِص    لىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِفَ هَلََ

‘So, he raised it to the Prophet-saww. The Prophet-saww said: ‘Cut off his hand.’ So Sufyan said, 
‘You-saww will cut his hand due to the reason of my robe, O Rasool-Allah-saww?’ He-saww said: 
‘Yes.’ He said, ‘I have gifted it to him.’ Rasool-Allah-saww said: Why didn’t you? This should have 
been done before you raised it to me-saww.’’  

مَامُِبِنَْزلِتَِهِِإِذَاِرفُِعَِإلِيَْهِِقاَلَِنَ عَمِْقاَلَِوَِسَألَْتُهُِعَنِِالْعَفْوِِقَ بْلَِأَنِْيَ نْتَهِِ مَامِِفَ قَالَِحَسَنٌِ.قُ لْتُِفاَلْإِ  يَِإِلََِالْإِ

The narrator said, ‘So the Imam-asws is at his-saww status when it is raised to him-asws?’ He-asws 
said: ‘Yes.’ And then asked him-asws about the excusing before it ends up to the Imam-asws, he-

asws said: ‘Better.’29  

ِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِيَُْيََِعَنِْهَارُونَِعَنِِابْنِِصَدَقَةَِعَنِِْما،ِالِماليِللشيخِالطوسيِالْمُفِيدُِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِالُْْسَيْنِِبْنِِأُسَامَةَِعَنِْعُبَيْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِالْوَا سِطِيِ 
 إِنَِالْعَفْوَِيزَيِدُِصَاحِبَهُِعِز اًِفاَعْفُواِيعُِزكَُمُِالَلُِّالَْبََْ.ِجَعْفَرٍِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّص

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of the sheykh Al Tusi – Al Mufeed, from Ahmad Bin Al-Husayn Bin Usama, from Ubeydullah 
Bin Muhammad Al Wasity, from Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Haroun, from Ibn Sadaqah,  

‘From Ja’far-asws, from his-asws father-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘The pardoning 
increases its owner in honour, therefore keep pardoning, Allah-azwj will Honour you’ – the 
Hadeeth.’’30 

كَِظَمَِغَيْظاًِمَلَََِاللَُِِِّما،ِالِماليِللشيخِالطوسيِعَنِْأَبِِقِلََبةََِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّص نْ يَاِوَِ مَنْ جَوْفَهُِإِيماَنًَِوَِمَنِْعَفَاِعَنِْمَظْلِمَةٍِأبَْدَلَهُِالَلُِّبِِاَِعِز اًِفِِالدُّ
 الْْخِرَةِِ.

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of the sheykh Al Tusi – ‘From Abu Qaladah who said,  

‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘One who swallows anger, Allah-azwj will Fill his interior with Eman, and 
the one who pardons the one who is unjust to him, Allah-azwj will Replace him with what is 
honourable in the world and the Hereafter.’’31 

عَنِْأَبِِالْمُفَضَلِِعَنِْجَعْفَرِِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِجَعْفَرٍِالْعَلَوِيِ ِعَنِْمَُُمَِ ِبْنِِالُْْسَيْنِِبْنِِزَيْدٍِعَنِِالر ضَِاِعَنِْآبََئهِِِعَنِِْما،ِالِماليِللشيخِالطوسيِجَْاَعَةٌِ دِِبْنِِعَلِيِ 
 عَلَيْكُمِْبِكََارمِِِالَِْخْلََقِِفإَِنَِالَلَِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِبَ عَثَنِِِبِِاَِِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِأمَِيِرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِصَلَوَاتُِاللَِِّعَلَيْهِمِْ

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of the sheykh Al Tusi – a group, from Abu Al Mufazzal, from Ja’far Bin Muhammad Bin 
Ja’far Al Alawy, from Muhammad Bin Ali Bin Al-Husayn Bin Zayd,  

 
29 Al Kafi – V 7 – The Book of Legal Penalties Ch 54 H 2 
30 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 49 
31 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 51 
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From Al-Reza-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws, from Amir Al-Momineen-asws, may the 
Salawaat of Allah-azwj be upon them-asws, said, ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Upon you all is to be 
with honourable manners, for Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic has Sent me-saww with these. 

 ِ.هُِوَِأَنِْيَ عُودَِمَنِْلََِيَ عُودُهُِوَِإِنَِمِنِْمَكَارمِِِالَِْخْلََقِِأَنِْيَ عْفُوَِالرَجُلُِعَمَنِْظلََمَهُِوَِيُ عْطِيَِمَنِْحَرَمَهُِوَِيَصِلَِمَنِْقَطعََِ

‘‘And from the honourable manners is that the man pardons the one who is unjust to him, 
and he gives to the one who had deprived him, and he connects with the one who had cut 
him off, and he assists the one who had not assisted him.’’32 

عَنِْسَيْفِِبْنِِعَمِيرةََِعَنِِالثُّمَاليِ ِعَنِِالصَادِقِِعَنِْآبََئهِِِعِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِِ مع،ِمعانِِالِخبارِابْنُِالْوَليِدِِعَنِِالصَفَارِِعَنِْأيَُّوبَِبْنِِنوُحٍِعَنِِابْنِِأَبِِعُمَيْرٍِ
 أوَْلََِالنَاسِِبَِلْعَفْوِِأقَْدَرهُُمِْعَلَىِالْعُقُوبةَِِوَِأَحْزَمُِالنَاسِِأَكْظَمُهُمِْللِْغَيْظِِ.ِاللَِِّصِ

(The book) ‘Ma’any Al Akhbar’ – Ibn Al Waleed, from Al Saffar, from Ayoub Bin Nuh, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, from 
Sayf Bin Ameyra, from Al Sumali,  

From Al-Sadiq-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘The 
foremost of the people with the pardoning is the one most powerful upon the punishing, and 
the most determined of the people is the one most restraining of the anger.’’33 

ِبْنِِالَْْسَنِِبْنِِفَضَالٍِعَِمعِ ِعَنِْعَلِيِ  عَنِْأَحَْْدَِالَْمَْدَانِ ِ فاَصْفَحِِِِفِِقَ وْلِِاللَِِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِِنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالر ضَِاِع،ِمعانِِالِخبارِلي،ِالِماليِللصدوقِالطاَلقََانُِِّ
 .قاَلَِالْعَفْوُِمِنِْغَيْرِِعِتَابٍِِالصَفْحَِالْْمَِيلَِ

(The book) ‘Ma’any Al Akhbar,’ (and) ‘Al Amaali’ of Al Sadouq – Al Talaqany, from Ahmad Al Hamdany, from Ali 
Bin Al Hassan Bin Fazzal, from his father,  

‘From Al-Reza-asws regarding Words of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic: therefore, pardon with 
the beautiful pardoning [15:85]. He-asws said: ‘The pardoning from without reproach.’’34 

Even Pardon an enemy: 

كَِرهَِِفإَِنهَُِمِاَِأمََرَِالَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِبِهِِعِبَادَهُِيَ قُولُِِِالَِْرْبَ عُمِائَةِِقاَلَِأمَِيُرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِ ادْفَعِْبَِلَتِِِهِيَِأَحْسَنُِفإَِذَاِالَذِيِبَ يْنَكَِوَِبَ يْنَهُِعَداوَةٌِِِصَافِحِْعَدُوَكَِوَِإِنْ
يمٌِوَِماِيُ لَقَاهاِإِلََِالَذِينَِصَبَْوُاِوَِماِيُ لَقَاهاِإِلََِذُوِحَظ ٍِ  .عَظِيمٍِ كَأنَهَُِوَليٌِّحَِْ

(The Hadeeth) ‘Al Arbamiya’ –  

‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘Pardon (shake hands with) your enemy, and even if it is 
abhorrent, for it is from what Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic has Commanded His-azwj servants 
with. He-azwj Says: Repel (evil) by that which is best, So if there is enmity between you and 
him, he would be like your intimate friend [41:34] And none would receive it except those 
who are patient, and none would receive it except one with a mighty share [41:35].’’35 

 
32 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 53 
33 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 55 
34 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 56 
35 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 58 a 
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عْراَضِِعَنْهُِوَِتَ رْكِِالْْوََابِِيَكُنِِالنَاسُِأنَْصَارَكَِلَِِنَِمَنِْجَاوَبَِالسَفِيهَِ كَِافأََهُِقَدِْوَضَعَِالَْْطَبَِعَلَىِالنَارِِوَِقاَبِلِِالسَفِيهَِبَِلْإِ  وَ

‘Al-Sadiq-asws said: And he (a Momin) meets the foolish by turning away from him, and 
neglecting the answer, the people will be your helpers, because the one who answers the 
foolish and suffices him has placed the firewood upon the fire (an extract).’36  

Pardoning is from the Sunnah of the Prophets-as 

يمَاِأَجْرَمَِظاَهِراًِوَِتَ نْسَىِمِنَِالْعَفْوُِعِنْدَِالْقُدْرَةِِمِنِْسُنَنِِالْمُرْسَلِيَنِوَِالْمُتَقِيَنِوَِتَ فْسِيُرِالْعَفْوِِأَنِْلََِتَ لْزَمَِصَاحِبَكَِفِِِمص،ِمصباحِالشريعةِقاَلَِالصَادِقُِعِ
 الَِْصْلِِمَاِأُصِبْتَِمِنْهُِبََطِناًِ

(The book) ‘Misbah Al Sharia’ –  

Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘The Pardoning during the power is from the conduct of the Messengers-as 
and the pious; and the interpretation of the pardon is that you do not bind your companion 
regarding an apparent crime, and you forget from the beginning of what you had been hurt 
from him in the hidden. 

دَِإِلََِذَلِكَِسَبِيلًَِإِلََِمَنِْقَدِْعَفَاِالَلُِّعَنْهُِوَِغَِ فَرَِلَهُِمَاِتَ قَدَمَِمِنِْذَنْبِهِِوَِمَاِتَََخَرَِوَِزَيَ نَهُِبِكَراَمَتِهِِوَِألَْبَسَهُِمِنِْنوُرِِِوَِتَزيِدَِعَلَىِالَِخْتِيَاراَتِِإِحْسَانًَِوَِلَنِْيََِ
 وَِوَِالْغُفْراَنِِصِفَتَانِِمِنِْصِفَاتِِاللَِِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِبَِاَئهِِِلَِِنَِالْعَفِْ

‘And you increase the favours upon the choices, and you will never find any way to that, 
except the one whom Allah-azwj has Pardoned from and had Forgiven him for whatever had 
preceded from his sins and what had been delayed and Adorned him with His-azwj Prestige and 
Clothed him from the Noor of His-azwj Glory, because the Pardon and the Forgiveness are two 
attributes from the Attributes of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic. 

كَِذَلِكَِقاَلَِ وَِلْيَعْفُواِوَِلْيَصْفَحُواِأَِلَِتَُِبُّونَِأَنِْيَ غْفِرَِالَلُِّلَكُمِْوَِِِالَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِِِأوَْدَعَهُمَاِفِِأَسْراَرِِأَصْفِيَائهِِِليَِتَخَلَقُواِمَعَِالْلَْقِِبَِِخْلََقِِخَالقِِهِمِْوَِجَعَلَهُمْ
كَِيْفَِيَ رْجُوِعَفْوَِمَلِكٍِجَبَارٍِِالَلُِّغَفُورٌِرَحِيمٌِ  وَِمَنِْلََِيَ عْفُوِعَنِْبَشَرٍِمِثْلِهِ

‘He-azwj has Deposited in the secrets of His-azwj elites for them to conduct with the people with 
the morals of their Creator, and He-azwj Made them like that. and let them be pardoning and 
let them be excusing. Do you not love that Allah should Forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving, 
Merciful [24:22]. And the one not pardoning from a mortal like him, how can he hope for the 
Pardon of the Subduing King.  

أعَْطِِمَنِْحَرَمَكَِوَِأَحْسِنِْإِلََِمَنِْأَسَاءَِإلِيَْكَِوَِقَدِْأمُِرْنََِِِِقاَلَِالنَبُِِّصِحَاكِياًِعَنِْرَبِ هِِيََْمُرهُُِبِِذَِهِِالِْصَالِِقاَلَِصِلِْمَنِْقَطعََكَِوَِاعْفُِعَمَنِْظلََمَكَِوَِ
 وَِماِآتَكُمُِالرَسُولُِفَخُذُوهُِوَِماِنََّاكُمِْعَنْهُِفاَنْ تَهُواِبِتَُابَ عَتِهِِيَ قُولُِالَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِ

‘The Prophet-saww said narrating on behalf of his-saww Lord-azwj having Commanded him-saww 
with these characteristics. He-saww said: ‘Connect (with) the one who cuts you off, and pardon 
the one who is unjust to you, and give to the who deprives you, and do a favour to the one 
who offends you.’ and we have been Commanded to follow him-saww.  

 
36 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 61 
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‘Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic Says: And whatever the Rasool gives you, so take it, and 
whatever he forbids you from, then refrain; and fear Allah, surely Allah is severe of the 
Punishment [59:7]. 

كَِانَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِيَ قُولُِِ ِلَهُِسِرهَُِوَ ِاللَِِّفِِالْقُلُوبِِقُ لُوبِِخَوَاصِ هِِمِنَِْيُسِرُّ كَِأَبِِضَمْضَمٍِقاَلُواِيََِّرَسُولَِاللَِِّوَِمَاِِوَِالْعَفْوُِسِرُّ أَِيَ عْجِزُِأَحَدكُُمِْأَنِْيَكُونَ
كَِانَِمِنَِْق َِ ِأتََصَدَقُِبِعِرْضِيِعَلَىِالنَاسِِعَامَةًِ.أبَوُِضَمْضَمٍِقاَلَِرَجُلٌ كَِانَِإِذَاِأَصْبَحَِيَ قُولُِاللَهُمَِإِنِ ِ  بْلَكُمْ

‘And the pardon is a Secret of Allah-azwj in the hearts, the hearts of His-azwj special ones, from 
the one He-azwj has Divulged to of His-azwj Secrets; and Rasool-Allah-saww had said: ‘Is one of you 
unable from being like Abu Zamzam?’ They said, ‘O Rasool-Allah-saww! And who is Abu 
Zamzam?’ He-saww said: ‘A man who was from the ones before you all. Whenever it was 
morning, he says, ‘O Allah-azwj! I shall give in charity with my honour to the people generally.’37 

Allah-azwj is on the Side of the one who is prepared to Pardon: 

مَاِالْتَقَتِْفِئَتَانِِقَطُِّإِلََِِِنِِفَضَالٍِعَنِْأَبِِالَْْسَنِِعِقاَلَِ:جا،ِالمجالسِللمفيدِأَحَْْدُِبْنُِالْوَليِدِِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالصَفَارِِعَنِِابْنِِمَعْرُوفٍِعَنِِابْنِِمَهْزيََِّرَِعَنِِابِْ
 نَصَرَِالَلُِّأعَْظَمَهُمَاِعَفْواًِ.

(The book) ‘Al Majalis’ of Al Mufeed – Ahmad Bin Al Waleed, from his father, from Al Saffar, from Ibn MArouf, 
from Ibn MAhziyar, from Ibn Fazzal,  

‘From Abu Al-Hassan-asws having said: ‘No two parties will meet (in confrontation) except 
Allah-azwj will Help the mightiest of the two in pardoning.’’38 

Pardoning upon being presented with an excuse or justification: 

كِشفِالغمةِقاَلَِعَبْدُِالْعَزيِزِِالْْنََابِذِيُِ ِمُوصِيكُمِْبِوَصِيَةٍِفَمَنِِْكشف، حَفِظَهَاِلََِْيَضَعِِْرُوِيَِأَنَِمُوسَىِبْنَِجَعْفَرٍِعِأَحْضَرَِوُلْدَهُِيَ وْماًِفَ قَالَِلََمُِْيََِّبَنَِِِإِنِ ِ
 .نِِالْيُسْرَىِفاَعْتَذَرَِوَِقاَلَِلََِْأقَُلِْشَيْئاًِفاَقْ بَلُواِعُذْرَهُِمَعَهَاِإِنِْأتَََكُمِْآتٍِفأََسََْعَكُمِْفِِالِْذُُنِِالْيُمْنََِمَكْرُوهاًِثَُُِتَََوَلَِإِلََِالِْذُُِ

(The book) ‘Kashf Al Ghumma’ – Abdul Aziz Al Janabizy said,  

‘It is reported that Musa-asws Bin Ja’far-asws presented his-asws sons (to his-asws companions) one 
day. He-asws said to them: ‘O my-asws sons! I-asws am bequeathing you all with a bequest, so the 
one who preserves it would not stray being with it. A comer will come to you all making you 
hear in the right ear an abhorrence (an ill talk). Then he will transfer to the left ear, and then 
he will apologise and say, ‘I did not say anything (from that).’ So, accept his excuse.’’39 

Rewards of Being Lenient (in Pardoning): 

 إِنَِأوََلَِعِوَضِِالْْلَِيمِِمِنِْخَصْلَتِهِِأَنَِالنَاسَِأعَْوَانهُُِعَلَىِالْْاَهِلِِ.ِوَِقاَلَِعَلِيٌِّعِ-

 
37 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 62 
38 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 65 
39 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 67 
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And Imam Ali-asws said: ‘The first compensation of the lenient one from his quality is that the 
people would assist him against the ignorant one.’40 

كَِانَِأَجْرهُُِعَلَىِاللَِِّفَ لْيَدْخُلِِالْْنََةَِفَ يُقَالُِمَنِْهُمِِِِْوَِفِِالَْْدِيثِِِِ- كَِانَِيَ وْمُِالْقِيَامَةِِنََدَىِمُنَادٍِمَنْ  فَ يُقَالُِالْعَافُونَِعَنِِالنَاسِِيَدْخُلُونَِالْْنََةَِبِلََِحِسَابٍ.إِذَا

And in the Hadeeth: ‘When it will be the Day of Qiyamah, a caller will call out: ‘The one whose 
Recompense is upon Allah-azwj, let him enter the Paradise!’ It will be said, ‘Who are they?’ It 
will be said, ‘The pardoners of the people can enter the Paradise without any Reckoning.’’41 

سْنَادِِالْمَذْكُورِِفِكِِتَابِِالْقُرْآنِِعَنِْأمَِيِرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِقاَلَ: ،ِبَِلْإِ وَِأمََاِالرُّخْصَةُِالَتِِِصَاحِبُهَاِفِيهَاِبَِلْيَِارِِفإَِنَِالَلَِّتَ بَارَكَِوَِتَ عَالََِرَخَصَِأَنِِِْتَ فْسِيُرِالنُّعْمَانِ ِ
مِثْلُهاِفَمَنِِْيُ عَاقَبَِالْعَبْدُِعَلَىِظلُْمِهِِفَ قَالَِالَلُِّتَ عَالََِ سَيِ ئَةٍِسَيِ ئَةٌِ  وَِهَذَاِهُوَِفِيهِِبَِلْيَِارِِإِنِْشَاءَِعَفَاِوَِإِنِْشَاءَِعَاقَبَ.ِعَفاِوَِأَصْلَحَِفأََجْرهُُِعَلَىِاللَِِّ جَزاءُِ

Tafseer Al Numany – By the mentioned chain in ‘Kitab Al Quran’ –  

‘From Amir Al-Momineen-asws having said: ‘And as for the allowance for which the owner has 
a choice in the matter, Allah-azwj Blessed and Exalted will Allow him to punish the servant upon 
his injustice. Allah-azwj the Exalted Said: And a Recompense of an evil is an evil similar to it. 
But one who pardons and amends, so his Recompense is upon Allah. [42:40] – and this one, 
he has a choice in it. If he so desires, he can pardon, and if he so desires, he can punish.’’42 

A Lenient Enemy is better than a foolish friend: 

 عَدُوٌِّحَلِيمٌِخَيْرٌِمِنِْصَدِيقٍِسَفِيهٍِ.ِوَِقاَلَِلقُْمَانَِِ-

And Luqman-as said: ‘A lenient enemy is better than a foolish friend.’43 

لََِيُ عْرَفُونَِإِلََِفِِثَلََثةَِِمَوَاضِعَِلََِيُ عْرَفُِالْْلَِيمُِإِلََِعِنْدَِالْغَضَبِِوَِلََِيُ عْرَفُِالشُِِِّوَِقاَلَِلقُْمَانُِِِ- جَاعُِإِلََِفِِالْْرَْبِِوَِلََِتَ عْرِفُِأَخَاكَِإِلََِعِنْدَِِثَلََثةٌَِ
 .حَاجَتِكَِإلِيَْهِِ

And Luqman-as said: ‘Three are not recognised except in three places – the lenient is not 
recognised except during the anger, nor is the brave recognised except during the war, nor is 
your brother recognised except during your need to him.’44 

Advice on Pardoning in Holy Quran: 

ِبْنِِمَعْمَرٍِ عَنِْحُْْراَنَِبْنِِالْمُعَافاَِعَنِْحََْوَيْهِِبْنِِأَحَْْدَِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِعِيسَىِِِِما،ِالِماليِللشيخِالطوسيِالُْْسَيْنُِبْنُِعُبَيْدِِاللَِِّعَنِِالتلََعُكْبَِْيِ ِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعَلِيِ 
 إِنهَُِليََعْرِضُِليِصَاحِبُِالْْاَجَةِِفأَُبََدِرُِإِلََِقَضَائهَِاِمََاَفَةَِأَنِْيَسْتَغْنَِِِعَنْهَاِصَاحِبُهَاِِقاَلَِقاَلَِجَعْفَرُِبْنُِمَُُمَدٍِع

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of the sheykh Al Tusi – Al-Husayn Bin Ubeydullah, from Al Tal’albary, from Muhammad 
Bin Ali Bin Ma’mar, from Humran Bin Muafa, from Hamawiya Bin Ahmad, from Ahmad Bin Isa who said,  

 
40 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 68 b 
41 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 68 c 
42 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 69 
43 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 70 b 
44 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 70 c 
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Ja’far-asws Bin Muhammad-asws said: ‘A person of need presents to me-asws, so I-asws rush to fulfil 
it fearing that its owner would become needless from it.  

كِِتَابِِاللَِِّ نْ يَاِوَِالْْخِرَةِِفِِثَلََثةَِِأَحْرُفٍِمِنْ أَنِْتَصِلَِمَنِْقَطعََكَِوَِتَ عْفُوَِِِِخُذِِالْعَفْوَِوَِأْمُرِْبَِلْعُرْفِِوَِأعَْرِضِْعَنِِالْْاهِلِينَِِِأَلََِوَِإِنَِمَكَارمَِِالدُّ وَِتَ فْسِيرهُُِ
 ِ.عَمَنِْظلََمَكَِوَِتُ عْطِيَِمَنِْحَرَمَكَِ

‘Indeed! And the honourable manners of the world and the Hereafter are in three words from 
the Book of Allah-azwj: Take to the pardoning and instruct with the act of kindness and turn 
away from the ignorant ones [7:199], and its interpretation is that you should connect the 
one who cuts you off, and pardon the one who is unjust to you, and give to the one who 
deprives you.’45 

 عَفْوٌِبِغَيْرِِعِتَابٍِ.ِفاَصْفَحِِالصَفْحَِالْْمَِيلَِِفِِتَ فْسِيِرِقَ وْلهِِِتَ عَالََِِالدُّرةَُِالْبَاهِرَةُ،ِقاَلَِالر ضَِاِع

(The book) ‘Al Durr Al Bahira’ –  

Al-Reza-asws said in interpretation of Words of the Exalted:  therefore, pardon with the 
beautiful pardoning [15:85]: ‘Pardon without reproach (without giving a hard time before 
pardoning)’.46 

 أوَْلََِالنَاسِِبَِلْعَفْوِِأقَْدَرهُُمِْعَلَىِالْعُقُوبةَِِ.ِنَّج،ِنَّجِالبلَغةِ-76

(The book) ‘Nahj Al Balagah’ –  

‘The foremost of the people with the pardoning is their most powerful upon the punishing.’47 

How to best deal with an aggressor? 

ِبْنِِا ِالدَهَانِِعَنِْعَلِيِ  ِِلَْْسَنِِعَنِِالَْْسَنِِبْنِِبِشْرٍِعَنِْأَسَدِِبْنِِسَعِيدٍِعَنِْجَابِرٍِقاَلَِ:جا،ِالمجالسِللمفيدِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِالْمُظفََرِِالْبَزاَزُِعَنِْعَبْدِِالْمَلِكِِبْنِِعَلِيٍ 
عَِأمَِيُرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِرَجُلًَِيَشْتِمُِقَ نْبَْاًِوَِقَدِْراَمَِقَ نْبٌَِْأَنِْيَ رُدَِعَلَيْهِِفَ نَادَاهُِأمَِيُرِالِْ مُؤْمِنِيَنِعِمَهْلًَِيََِّقَ نْبَُِْدعَِْشَاتَُكَِمُهَانًَِتُ رْضِيِالرَحَْْنَِوَِتُسْخِطُِالشَيْطاَنَِسََِ

 وَِتُ عَاقِبُِعَدُوَكَِ

(The book) ‘Al Majalis’ of Al Mufeed – Muhammad Bin Al Muzaffar Al Bazzaz, from Abdul Malik Bin Ali Al Dahhan, 
from Ali Bin Al Hassan, from Al Hassan Bin Bishr, from Asad Bin Saeed, from Jabir who said,  

‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws heard a man insulting Qanbar, and Qanbar had wanted to respond to 
him. Amir Al-Momineen-asws called out to him: ‘Shh, no, O Qanbar! Leave your insulter as 
humiliated, you will please the Beneficent-azwj and annoy the Satan-la, and have your enemy 
Punished. 

 .يْطاَنَِبِثِْلِِالصَمْتِِوَِلََِعُوقِبَِالَِْحَْْقُِبِثِْلِِالسُّكُوتِِعَنْهُِفَ وَِالَذِيِفَ لَقَِالْْبََةَِوَِبَ رأََِالنَسَمَةَِمَاِأرَْضَىِالْمُؤْمِنُِرَبهَُِبِثِْلِِالْْلِْمِِوَِلََِأَسْخَطَِالشَِ

 
45 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 72 
46 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 74 
47 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 76 a 
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‘‘By the One-azwj Who Split the seed and Formed the person! The Momin will not please the 
Lord-azwj like (they would with) the leniency, nor annoy the Satan-la like with the silence, nor 
will the idiot be punished like with the silence against him.’’48 

Showing Forbearance (Tolerance): 

تَكُنِْحَلِيماًِفَ تَحَلَمِْفإَِنهَُِقَلَِمَنِْتَشَبَهَِبِقَوْمٍِإِلََِأوَْشَكَِأَنِْيَكُونَِمِنْهُمِِْوَِقاَلَِعِ-  .إِنِْلََِْ

And he-asws said: ‘If you cannot become forbearing, then pretend to be so, for scarcely does a 
man resemble a (group of) people except he almost becomes one of them.’49 

 الْْلِْمُِعَشِيرةٌَ.ِوَِقاَلَِعِ-

And he-asws said: ‘The forbearance is a clan.’50 

 .الْْلِْمُِغِطاَءٌِسَاترٌِِوَِالْعَقْلُِحُسَامٌِبََترٌِِفاَسْتُِْْخَلَلَِخُلُقِكَِبِِِلْمِكَِوَِقاَتِلِْهَوَاكَِبِعَقْلِكَِِوَِقاَلَِعِ-

And he-asws said: ‘The forbearance is a covering curtain, and the intellect is a sharp sword, 
therefore conceal the weakness in your manners with your forbearance and fight your whims 
with your intellect.’51 

ِالَِْمَةِ.ِوَِقاَلَِعِ-  الْْلِْمُِوَِالَِْنََةُِتَ وْأمََانِِتُ نْتِجُهَماِعُلُوُّ

And he-asws said: ‘The forbearance and the tolerance are twins. They are a product of high 
courage.’52 

،ِقاَلَِأمَِيُرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِ فاَضِلَةٌِ.ِكَنْزُِالْكَراَجُكِيِ   الْْلِْمُِسَجِيَةٌِ

(The book) ‘Kanz’ of Al Karajaky –  

‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘The forbearance is a meritorious quality.’’53 

 مَنِْحَلُمَِمِنِْعَدُو هِِِظفَِرَِبِهِ.ِوَِقاَلَِعِ-

And he-asws said: ‘One who forbears from his enemy will be victorious with him.’54 

 شِدَةُِالْغَضَبِِتُ غَيرِ ُِالْمَنْطِقَِوَِتَ قْطَعُِمَادَةَِالُْْجَةِِوَِتُ فَر قُِِالْفَهْمَِ.ِوَِقاَلَِعِ-

 
48 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 64 
49 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 76 g 
50 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 76 h 
51 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 76 i 
52 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 76 j 
53 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 78 a 
54 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 78 b 
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And he-asws said: ‘The severity of anger alters the logic, and cuts the substance of the 
argument, and scatters the understanding.’55 

 لََِعِزَِأنَْ فَعُِمِنَِالْْلِْمِِوَِلََِحَسَبَِأنَْ فَعُِمِنَِالَِْدَبِِوَِلََِنَسَبَِأوَْضَعُِمِنَِالْغَضَبِِ.ِوَِقاَلَِعِ-

And he-asws said: ‘There is no honour more beneficial than the forbearance, nor any pedigree 
more beneficial than the etiquettes, nor any lineage lower than the anger.’56 

The Inciting of the crowd (Mob disorder): 

تَمَعُواِضَرُّواِوَِإِذَاِتَ فَرقَُواِنَ فَعُواِفَقِيلَِقَدِْهُمُِالَذِينَِإِذَاِاجْتَمَعُواِغَلَبُواِوَِإِذَاِتَ فَرقَُواِلََِْيُ عْرَفُواِوَِقِيلَِبَلِْقاَلَِعِهُمُِالَذِينَِإِذَاِاجِِِْفِِصِفَةِِالْغَوْغَاءِِِِوَِقاَلَِع
كَِرُجُوعِِالْبَناَءِِإِلََِِ[ِالْمِهَنِِإِلََِمِهْنَتِهِمِْ]مِهَنِهِمِْ[ِيَ رْجِعُِأَصْحَابُِ]أهَْلُِاقِهِمِْفَ قَالَِ]ععَرَفْ نَاِ]عَلِمْنَا[ِمَضَرةََِاجْتِمَاعِهِمِْفَمَاِمَنْفَعَةُِافْتَِِْ [ِفَ يَنْتَفِعُِالنَاسُِبِِِمْ

 هِِبنَِائهِِِوَِالنَسَاجِِإِلََِمَنْسَجِهِِوَِالْبَاَزِِإِلََِمََْبَزِِ

Describing the disorder/strife of the mobs, Imam Ali-asws Ibn Abu Talib-asws said: ‘They are the 

ones who overwhelm (feel the strength of the mob) when they gather but no one recognises 

them when they disperse.’  

It is (also) said that he-asws (Amir ul-Momineen-asws) rather said, ‘They are the ones, who do 

harm when they gather and they do good when they disperse.’ The Imam-asws was asked, ‘We 

understand their mischief when they gather, but what is the benefit when they disperse?’ 

The Imam-asws said: ‘Each one of them returns to his profession, so people benefit from them, 

such as the builder returning to build, the weaver returns to his craft and the baker returns 

to his bakery, and so on’.57 

The Expiation of the Injuries: 

This is a difficult subject, as there are laws of the land which one has to follow, so these laws 

differ from a country to country.  However, one can follow the Islamic laws, if possible, for 

the best solutions, as in Islam there is compensation for the injured, even for a scratch.  

عْتُِأَبََِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِِالْْسَُيْنُِبْنُِمَُُمَدٍِالَِْشْعَريُِِّعَنِْمُعَلَىِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْأَبََنِِبْنِِعُثْمَانَِعَنِْسُلَيْمَانَِابْنِِأَخِِ ِقاَلَِسََِ يِحَسَانَِالْعِجْلِيِ 
كَِانَِِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِيَ قُولُِمَاِخَلَقَِالَلُِّحَلََلًَِوَِلََِحَراَماًِإِِ كَِانَِمِنَِالطرَيِقِِفَ هُوَِمِنَِالطرَيِقِِوَِمَا كَِحُدُودِِدَاريِِهَذِهِِمَا لََِوَِلَهُِحُدُودٌ

 مِنَِالدَارِِفَ هُوَِمِنَِالدَارِِحَتََِّأرَْشُِالْدَْشِِفَمَاِسِوَاهُِوَِالْْلَْدَةِِوَِنِصْفِِالْْلَْدَةِِِ.

Al Husayn Bin Muhammad Al Ashary, from Moala Bin Muhammad, from Aban Bin Usman, from Suleyman cousin 
of Hassan Al Ajaly who said,  

 
55 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 78 c 
56 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 78 d 
 .Nahjul Balagha, Saying no. 199 نَّجِالبلَغةِ)للصبحيِصالح(،ِص:504ِ 57
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‘I heard Abu Abdullahasws saying: ‘Allahazwj did not Create a Permissible nor a Prohibition 
except for it is a Limit like the limits (boundaries) of this house of mineasws. Whatever was 
from the road, so it is from the road, and whatever was from the house, so it is from the 
house, to the extent of the compensation of the scratch, and whatever is besides it, and the 
lashing and half of the lashing’.58  

 
58 Al Kafi – V 7 – The Book of Legal Penalties Ch 1 H 9 


