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In the Name of Allah#2¥i the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®¥ Lord?2"i of
the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad™"¥ and his*®"" Purified Progeny
asws and greetings with abundant greetings.

Forming Government, Selecting a Leader’

Introduction:

Forming government and/or selecting a leader is beyond the capability of ordinary people, if
one votes for a leader than one is also going to carry the burden of government/leader’s
wrong doings and evil deeds, as one has endorsed him for a certain time span to rule over
the masses. So, it’s like doing a ‘Bayat’ of a caliph, as per centuries’ old Islamic traditions.
When Abbasid Caliph Ma’mun Rashid compelled Imam Ali Reza®** to become his successor,
Imam™"s accepted it (out of compulsion) but with the conditions that Imam=**s will not
take any role in his governing policies and will only be his successor if Ma’mun dies before
him™2s%s — as Imam™"s knew that won’t happen as Ma’mun would conspire to martyr him-
aws . so basically Imam™@%s kept himself®%“s away from getting involved in Mamun’s
governance but without antagonising and opposing him.
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Then Abdullah Al-Mamun ruled for twenty years and twenty-three days. It was then that he
(al-Mamun) took a pledge of succession from Ali ibn Musa Al-Reza (s) without his consent.

This he did after threatening him (Imam al-Reza*"¥*) with death. He insisted on this over and
over. The Imam™"Ys refused to accept this offer every time, until he®"s finally faced the
threat of being killed.

Then he®"“s said, “O My Allah®?¥l Verily You?"“* have Admonished me against getting
myself killed. Indeed I*"* dislike it but | am forced to accept the succession of Abdullah Al-
Mamun, else he would kill me. Indeed I"*"* dislike it but | am forced to do it, just as Joseph™*
and Daniel™ were forced to when they each accepted the succession of the tyrant rulers of
their time.

O My Allah??i! There is no pledge for me s except Your Pledge, and there is no succession
for me2"s except what You®" may Grant to me?"s, Help me2"s succeed in establishing
Your32¥ Religion, and reviving the tradition of your Prophet Muhammad™=2%" - since You3?"i
are my Master and my Helper. How good a Master and Helper!” Then he (the Imam@s)
accepted the succession from Al-Mamun with tears and silence on condition that he®"s will
not appoint anyone, dismiss anyone, or exchange/implement any customs or traditions. He
asws gccepted to be a counsellor on the affairs from a distance. Then Al-Ma’mun had all the
people including his personal entourage, and the general public pledge allegiance to Imam
Al-Reza®"s (s). However, whenever one of the nobilities of Imam Al-Reza"s, his knowledge
and good management ability was manifested in front of Al-Ma’mun; Al-Ma’mun became
jealous of the Imam™®Y _up to the point that he could not bear it anymore. He then tricked
Imam Al-Reza®¥* and poisoned him™"* to death to go to the Almighty God's Heaven and
His Nobility." (An extract)?!

)A“.{)\.L«.G\.:TwJGCQ&AJ:&\M&‘Sﬂl\daﬁ\wuﬁcwiuﬁcﬂbvpmu)@iu&c&&j
- Maly s V) ¢ oy il Jlad) i bl Osmli p ) elad ) e Vgag WSTUL s Jgk (oD ade

And from him, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid, from his father, from Abd Allah Bin Mugheira, from
Abd Allah Bin Muskan, said:

‘I heard Abu AbdAllah®"s said: ‘Beware of the leader? who go around as leaders, for by

Allah?™, there is no man behind whom is the sound of shoes, but he is destroyed and leads
others to destruction’.3

Selecting a Leader? Prophet Musa™ could not Select 70 Pious Devotees!

[
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1 UYUN AKHBAR AL-REZA, Chapter 3, H. 1.
2 peers, Salaars, Murshads
3 Wassail ul Shia, H. 33386
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And Musa chose seventy men of his community for Our Appointment. So when the tremor
Seized them, he said: ‘Lord! If You had so Desires, You could have Destroyed them from
before, and myself (as well). Will You Destroy us due to what the foolish ones from us have
done? Surely, it is only a Trial. You stray by it the one You so Desire to and Guide the one You
so Desire to. You are our Guardian, therefore Forgive us and be Merciful to us, and You are
the best of the forgivers [7:155]
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Imam™Ys Ali Reza®"* said (as a part of a long Hadith), even when High Rank Prophets™, i.e.,
Musa™® and Isa™® selected people, they could not the select pious and hypocrites were
among their® selection. | said, of course this was the case. Imam™@"s said: Look, Prophet
Musa? , who has (the title of) Friend of Allah?*"j, when he selected seventy pious people
(from his® nation) for the al-Migad, surely, he? had not an element of doubt in their Eman
and sincerity, but all of them turned out to be hypocrites. That is why Allah"#%¥ Says: And
Musa chose out of his people seventy men for Our appointment (7:155) but these hypocrites
said instead: we will not believe in you until we see Allah manifestly (2:55), as a result: so the
lightning overtook them on account of their injustice.(4:153)

So when we see that the selection of those, who were awarded the Prophet-hood by Allah
awi turned out to be wrong while they were fully confident that they have picked up the
righteous ones. Therefore, if a Mursil* Prophet® could not recognise the pious ones with
whom he had spent several years, how can a shia in search of a pious guide will ever find
one (his Mujtahid)? Thus it’s on Him3#% Who is aware of what is hidden in the hearts, to
Appoint a Guide®%s/Leader?%“s/Imam=2sws>

Government is only for the Prophet™*®" or Imam™#"s;

u_aul.«:l.wu,cco&adkfcw}ehmw%ﬁf‘ﬂdmum>\5)JJ@.-U}‘L¢WTJS.\;U@
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4 The Prophet who brought down a Divine Book
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And from a number of our companions from Sahl Bin Ziyad from Muhammad Bin Isa from Abu Abd Allah Al
Mo’min from Ibn Muskaan from Suleyman Bin Khalid who has narrated the following from Abu AbdAllah"*:

‘Beware of the government, for the government surely is for the Imam?%“s who is
knowledgeable of Judgements, for justice among the Muslims, a Prophet ¥ or the Trustee
asws of the Prophet™®""’ is the only authority.®

Only a Masoom™"* Can Form a Just Government:
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6 Wassail ul Shia, H. 33092
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Abd-ul-Karim bin Yatbah al-Hashami says that | was in the service of Imam Jafar-e-Sadig?s"s
in Mecca when a group of al-Mutaziliy” came, among them was Ummro bin Yubaid and
Wasil bin Atta and Haffaz bin Salim along with some others consisting of general public and
some notables. It was the time when Walid had been assassinated and people of Sham had
disagreement on the selection of his successor. They kept on discussing this issue for a very
long time.

Imam™@"s said to them: You people have spoken a lot in front to me™®"s; why don’t you
appoint one person among you who can convey your opinion to me so that we cut the
lengthy discussion short. They selected Ummro ibn Yubaid, who talked for a very long time
but basically said: The people of Sham have killed their ruler and some of them have
overcome the others and are in serious disagreement regarding the appointment of a
leader. Under these circumstances, we have selected a ‘Leader’ who has good
understanding of the religion, is a very wise person and is the most suitable one to be
‘Caliph’, he is Mohammed bin Abd Allah bin Al-Hassan. We all intend to pledge our support
to him, and invite others toward him so that they also take an oath of allegiance. Whoever
is in agreement with us we will be friendly with him but whoever is against us we will
oppose him, whoever will fight with us we will wage a war against him and will have enmity
against him for his opposition to the just, until and unless we return the right to its inheritor
(the caliph).

We have come to you™®¥s, since we are highly dependent on you™®%s, due to your?aWws
elevated status and your®%s large number of supporters. When he finished his speech,

Imam Jafar?¥s addressed (all of them):

Do you all agree with what Ummro ibn Yubaid has said? They all replied: Yes, we do.

7 Who claim to love Ahl Al-Bayt®"s but also like Abu Bakr'® & Ummer® (Promoters of Ittihad ban-ul-Muslameen)
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Imam=3¥s, then praised Allah®" and after reciting ‘Salawat’ on Muhammad=®"¥ and Alay
Muhammad2"s, said: Disobedience to Allah®"i makes us?"s sad and obedience to Him22%
pleases usaWws,

Imam™¥¢ said: O Ummro! Tell me, if all people would agree on you as an arbitrator without
having to go through an anarchy and killing people. And if you were asked to select a ruler.
How would you select a ‘Wali’® or Ruler?

Ummro: | will form a ‘Shura’ (a consulting body) from Muslims.

Imam™"“s; From all Muslims?

Ummro: Yes.

Imam™2"s; Shura will consist of the notables and ‘Fuqqah’ from Muslim?

Ummro: Yes.

Imam™"s; Quraysh and non-Quraysh, including Arabs and non-Arabs?

Ummro: Yes.

Imam@“s; O Ummro! Do you like or dislike Abu Bakr and Umar?

Ummro: | adore them.

Imam™@%s; O Ummro! If you were to dislike them then it would be possible for you to go
against their traditions. Instead, you like them but still go against them! Since Umar,
without any consultation, nominated Abu Bakr and then took oath of allegiance. Later on,
Abu Bakr, without any consultation, handed over the reigns of Caliphate to Umar.

However, (for third caliph) Umar formed a ‘Shura’ of six people, in which he did not include
anyone from the ‘Ansars’® but only selected six people from the tribe of Quraysh and
excluded all others. He (Umar) drafted a will about them (six people) which neither you nor
your accomplice will approve.

Ummro: What did Umar do?

Imam™"“s; Suhaab was asked to lead people in Salat for three days in a row. All of them
(Muslims) should gather and offer Salat (behind him), excluding these six people along with
a seventh-one, the son of Umar. There should not be anyone with them and the seventh-
one should stay (in their company) but without giving any advice or involving in

consultation. Umar then told all those present among the Immigrants and Ansars, if they
(six of them) are unable to reach a consensus after three days, you should kill all six of them.

8 Having total authority
% People of Madina who support Prophet *% when he ™" migrated to Madina.
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If after three days, four of them are in agreement but two of them are not then remove the
heads of those two.

Imam™®%“s; O Ummro! Would you and your companions agree to form a Shura, the way
Umar formed to select a Ruler for Muslims?

They all replied: No we are not in favour (of Shura)!

Imam™@%s; O Ummro, let’s leave it (you will not form Shura as per your earlier intentions).
Now, let us suppose, you succeeded in selecting a ruler for Muslims and everyone agreed on
this selection, not even two people disagreed among the whole Muslim nation. You went to
non-believers, who neither accepted Islam nor agreed to offer ‘Jazia’'?. In this case, do you
or your selected ruler and Amir has the knowledge how Prophet MuhammadsaWW
implemented ‘Jazia’ on the non-believers so that your actions are in accordance with the
traditions of the Prophet=2¥W?

Ummro and others: Yes, we do.

Imam™"“s; How would you do decide?

Ummro and others: We will first invite them to Islam but if they reject our invitation, we
will force them to pay ‘Jazia’

Imam™"s; What if they were people of the Book or are from fire worshipers?
Ummro: Yes, regardless if they were the people of Book or the fire worshipers.

Imam™@%s; What will you tell them if they were from those who worship fire and animals
(Maijusi)?

Ummro! They are all equal.
Imam™2"s; Have you read sometime about them in the Holy Book?
O Ummro: Yes, | have.

Imam™2s¥s: Then recited:
oo G5t Y3 W2s B s L 032 V5 sV a3l Vs by O5hi Y 6l 16
(9:29) dplio 85 6 38 B Iskead 25 DB 150 o0l e G

Fight those who do not believe in Allah, nor in the latter day, nor do they prohibit what
Allah and His Messenger have prohibited, nor follow the religion of truth, out of those who

10 An amount/wealth to paid in order to live within a Muslim ruler as a non-Muslim
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have been given the Book, until they pay the tax in acknowledgment of superiority and
they are in a state of subjection.

Imam3%s: Since Allah®*" has separated the people of the Book from others; even then you
will treat them equally?

Ummro: Yes.
Imam™"“s; From where did you get this?
Ummro: | have heard people say that.

Imam™@%s; Let’s leave this (as he had no answer), suppose those people deny giving you
‘Jazia’ and you overcome them after killing some of them. How would you distribute the
war booty?

Ummro: After separating the ‘Khums’ (one fifth), the rest four shares will be divided into the
fighters.

Imam™%s; Will you divide it equally into all war participants?
Ummro: Yes.

Imam™@%s; |n this case you have acted against the conduct of Prophet*®¥ and hissaww
traditions. We have, between you and me ", some ‘Fugha’'! and knowledgeable people,
from people of Madinah, if you ask them they will not disagree on it and confirm that
Prophet*®"¥ had truce with Arabs living in desert on the conditions that they could stay in
their land without having to migrate. If enemies of Prophet*®"% attack, they would join
Prophet*®Ws forces but they will not have any share in the war booty. However, you say
that you will equally divide the war booty and regarding the treatment of non-believers you
have decided to go against the tradition of Prophet™®%VY, Let us leave it too but tell me what
you say about the Zakat.

Ummro: Recited the Verse of Holy Quran:
B G L Jotd) 35 B e 35 Gon5 S 35 200 a5y il cabetally s tedds il S6ia G
(9:60) »Ss ade d3

Alms are only for the poor and the needy, and the officials (appointed) over them, and
those whose hearts are made to incline (to truth) and the (ransoming of) captives and
those in debts and in the way of Allah and the wayfarer; an ordinance from Allah; and
Allah is knowing, Wise.

Imam™“s; yes, but tell me how are you going to distribute it?

11 Religious scholars
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Ummro: Zakat will be divided into eight portions and eight deserving persons will take one
portion each.

Imam™®%s; How about if one group consists of ten thousand people and one group will
comprise of one or two or three people. Do you mean to give one portion to one person
and divide one portion among ten thousands?

Ummro: Yes.
Imam™"s; Will you divide equally between the city and village people?
Ummro: Yes.

Imam™%“s; You have gone against all traditions of Prophet™®"%. Prophet™®% of Islam used
to distribute the Zakat/Elms of people of desert among deserving ones from desert and
distribute Zakat of city people among the poor from cities. However, Prophet*®¥ did not,
distribute (Zakat/Elms) equally but as per the number of deserving ones and also
considering their requirements.

If you are not fully convinced, what | have told to you, you can verify from the scholars of
Medina, who will never disagree with what | have had told you. Indeed, this is how Prophet
Muhammad=®"% used to distribute (Zakat).

Imam™s*s then went closer to Ummro and said: O Ummro Fear Allah®*"il And O people, you
too Fear Allah®%! Indeed, my father?"s had narrated to me?%s, no doubt my father?asws
was the most knowledgeable person of Holy Quran and Ahadith, among all the inhabitant of
the Earth, after Prophet*®"¥, a hadith of Prophet: Whoever invites public toward him, by
shear force of sword (revolt against government), whereas an even more learned person
exists among Muslims, he is the worst one in deriving people toward disbelief.*?

Most of Twelve Immami Shias Misinterpret Ahadith:

The fever of Jihad, these days has also touched upon some of the followers of the twelve
Immami Shias, who are moved by the recent revolution of Iran, some political achievements
in Lebanon, and one could hear them chanting (slogans like) in favour of Bahrain: ‘Oppose
the oppressor and support the oppressed (a statement from Amir-ul-Momineen?@%“s's last
will. A just statement of a Divine Imam™V* carved into a political slogan!

Similar other statements of Imam Ali®"s and Imam Hussain®"s are frequently taken out of
context and used for political purposes, in the name of forming a government or wagging a
Jihad but in fact to take a share in the glory and government. We will not go any further
into such motives and how these statements of Masomeen?"“ have taken out of context.
Without any doubt, these ‘Statements’ are just and true words of Divine Imam™"s, issued to
call people to Jihad, as per their?%s responsibilities at that specific time and situation.

12 Ehtijaj-e-Tabrasi, vol. 2, pg. 363 (363 : » 2 : ; c==Y), also Al-Kafi, vol. 5, pg 23 (H 8184, Ch. 7, h 1)
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We, however, will confine the scope of the article to those conditions, which are relevant to
our time - the time of Grand Occultation. It is important to note that all Masomeen"s,
including Imam Ali®"s and Imam Hussain@"s, in favour of ‘Taqqgiya’ avoided confrontation
under certain unfavourable conditions but on other occasions, they?"s called for the Jihad.
After the Shahadat of Imam Hussain™?"s, as per Divine instructions, any armed struggle was
deferred until the time of the appearance of the last ‘Hujjat Allah-3f’.

For example, Imam Hassan®"s replied, on various occasions when asked about the reasons
in agreeing to the truce offered by Mua'wiyyah even though having complete knowledge
and undeniable proofs of his corruption and treachery. We will only present two extracts
from Imam Hassan?®%'s replies: (1) 'The doctrine behind my truce is the same as Prophet
Muhammad=®"% had adopted when signing the treaty of 'Hudebia' with Bani Zammer and
Bani Ashajja and people of Mecca, when they offered their conditions of peace. Although,
those people were deniers of the ‘Wahi’ (Inspiration) as well as the Book, however,
Mua'wiyyah'® and his associates are only deniers of its (Book) interpretation'. (2) 'By Allah-
azwj | had opted for a truce with Mua'wiyyah™, on the conditions that he would not spill our
blood, give immunity to our relatives and associates, it is certainly better than him
assassinating us and completely destroying our?®%s lineage and listen, it turned out to be in
our favour that | did not respond to his antagonising assaults and a series of aggressive
measures, otherwise my 2% own people (who were bribed by him) would have grabbed me
from my?“s neck and handed me®"“s over to Mua'wiyyah™. By Allah®2", it is far better for
me to secure a truce with him (on my?"“s dictated conditions) than being presented to him
as a prisoner of war, then he may have either killed me?*s or alternatively, spared my life as
a favour, hence Bani Hashim would have been eternally buried under his goodwill and his
decedents would have kept on teasing us®"“s by mentioning his favours to our present and
past generations.

Shortly afterwards, Imam Hassan%s, |eft for Medina and resided there, facing and enduring
Bani Umayyad @ ’s antagonising propaganda and fabricated lies against Ahl Al Bayt®%s in
order to cause damage to their?"s Divinely Higher status. Imam Hassan®"* mostly stayed at
home and submitted to the Will of Lord#%, until Mua'wiyyah™@ had completed the ten years
of his tyrannical rule.’3

Why Did Masomeen** Fight against Yazeed" and Mua'wiyyah®?

Let us consider a frequently asked question: Why did Imam Hussain*"* rise against Yazeed™"
ibn Mua’wiyyah'@? Or Why did Amir-ul-Momineen"* fight against Mua’wiyyah™ but not
against Abu Bakr'™ and Ummer@? We present three Ahadith below:

13 See for example, Bihar-ul-Anwar, Sulay Imam Hassan®"*, vol 10, ch.8
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Hadith 1
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After the war of Neharwan, Amir-ul-Momineen®"“* was speaking with a small group of
people when a person asked: Why did you not fight against Abu Bakr™ and Ummer™, the
way you fought against Mua’wiyyah2?

Amir-ul-Momineen@%s replied: | always have been oppressed, as they preferred themselves
to my rights.

Ashass: O Amir-ul-MomineenYs 1 Why did you not strike them with sword in order to take
back your rights?

Amir-ul-Momineen®%s replied: O Ashass! You had said what you had in your mind, now
listen to me, remember it, you better stick with the Just and realise my government is like
that of elevated Prophets? of Allah®%, The first one among them is the Nuh, who said:
Therefore he called upon his Lord: | am overcome, come Thou then to help (54:10). Thus,
one would say that he said this without Taqqgiya but his nation denied him; therefore his
successor is not to be blamed (the rejection of the nation).

The second one was Prophet Lut@s, who said: He said: Ah! that | had power to suppress you,
rather | shall have recourse to a strong support (11:80).

Thus, one would say that he said this without Taqqgiya but his nation denied him, therefore
his successor was not in a position to revert it.

The third one was Prophet Ibrahim, the friend of Allah?*¥, who said: And | will withdraw
from you and what you call on besides Allah, .... (19:48). Thus, one would say that he said
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this without Taqqgiya but his nation denied him, therefore his successor was not in a position
to revert it.

The fourth one, among them, was Prophet Musa™@s, who had said: So / fled from you when |
feared you, then my Lord granted me wisdom and made me of the messengers (26:21). Thus,
one would say that he said this without Taqgiya but his nation committed Kufr, therefore his
successor was not in a position to revert it.

The fifth one, among them, whose’ brother Haron® (Aaron) said: He™ said: Son of my
mother! surely the people reckoned me weak and had well-nigh slain me (7:150). Thus, one
would say that he said this without Taqqgiya but his nation denied him, therefore his
successor was not in a position to revert it.

The sixth one, among them, is my@"“s brother*®¥ and the most gracious of the people@"s,
who when went inside the cave while making me sleep on his bed, Thus, one would say that
he went inside cave without Taqqgiya but his nation denied him, therefore his successor is
not to be blamed for it.

After listening to his words, all of them stood up and said: O Amir-ul-Momineen?%“s! We
have understood you comprehensively, we admit our sins and repent! May Allah®¥ Give
you s success.*

Hadith 2
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It was narrated to me by Mohammed ibn Hassan, who from Mohammed ibn Hassan al-Safar, Saeed ibn
Abdullah and Abdullah ibn Jafar Hammari, who from Mohammed ibn Isa ibn Youbad, who from Abu al-Qasim

Hashimi, who from Youbad ibn Nafees Ansari, who from Hassan ibn Sama, who from Jafar bin Sama who said
the following:

14 lQOleClx:;J\
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Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq®"s said: Angel Gabriel™® descended from the Heavens with a ‘Tablet’
and gave it to Prophet*®". The Divine Tablet was unique in that, that a similar one was
neither revealed before nor it was sent down afterwards. The ‘Tablet’ was secured by
several gold seals, hence Gabriel® informed Prophet*®"¥ that it is your ‘Will’ for those?s"s
who have an elevated status among yours®¥% descendants. Prophet Muhammad=®"¥ asked:
O Gabriel®! Tell me™®™¥ who have the elevated status among my*s®¥" descendants?
Gabriel™® said: ‘The first one is Ali ibn Abi Talib®"s, who will, after your departure from this
world, break one of its seals (marked for him) and act upon the instructions accordingly.
Thus, after the Shahadat of Prophet™®¥%, Imam Ali®*"s broke one seal and acted upon the
instructions, which were laid out in the Divine Tablet. The Tablet then inherited by Imam
Hassan™@Ys, Imam Hassan broke its second seal and acted upon what was inscribed for him.
The Tablet was handed over to Imam Hussain®%* who broke its seal related to him?*"* and
opened the Tablet, it was written that he®"s should rise up in order to be martyred and
only those will meet martyrdom who will fight in his@"“* support. Thus Imam2*s acted upon
these (Divine) Instructions.

Subsequently, this Tablet was transferred to the One (Imam Zain-ul-Abideen¥$) who broke
his part of the seal and it was written for him to keep silent and prefer solitude and
concentration on worship for the attainment of ‘Yageen’ (proximity to Allah?3?¥), Afterward
the Tablet was forwarded to the One (Imam Mohammed Bagir®"“s), who found out after
breaking his part of the seal that convey to people the Ahadith of your forefathers and the
knowledge of your ancestor without any fear, as Allah®" is your Guardian. And with the
Command to pass the Tablet to the Imam™="s after you®"s. That’s how this Tablet was
transferred from one Imam2**s to another and will continue until the Doom’s Day.*®

Hadith 3
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Amir-ul-Momineen™@"s says: To move a mountain from its place is easier than trying to oust
someone from power in other than its prescribed time of fall.®

It is not allowed to Work for an Unjust Government:
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15 Kamal-u-Deen, Ch. 22, h. 35 232: o1 g plldls
16 Al-Khasail, vol, 2, pg. 611, also http://hubeali.com/images/newimg/Mola-Ali-asws-400-Ahadith.pdf
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Ibn abu Umayr has narrated from Bashir from ibn abu Ya “fur who has said:

‘Once | was in the presence of Abu AbdAllah?¥s when a certain man of our people came
and said: ‘I pray to Allah®i to Keep you well, one of us may face hardship and straitened
conditions and is called to construct a building, work a canal or a dam. What is your decision
in such case?

The Imam™@Ys replied: ‘I do not like it. | have knotted for them a knot and tied down the
opening end of the bag of ‘no’. It is ‘no’ and not even the moving of a pen (to assist them
with writing a letter). The helpers of the unjust ones on the Day of Judgement will be kept in
chambers of fire until Allah-?* will Judge all of His servants’.'’
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from ibn abu ‘Umayr from Dawud ibn Zurbiy who has said:

‘A follower of Ali®¥* |bn al-Hussain™®"* told me: ‘I was in al-Kufah when Abu AbdAllah-asWs
came to al-Hirah and | went to see him?"s, | said to the Imam2“s, ‘| pray to Allah®? to
Keep my soul in service for your cause, can you please speak with Dawud ibn Ali or others of
these people to admit me in anyone of their offices (government)?’

The Imam™"s replied: ‘I will never do so’. | then returned home and thought about it and
said to myself that the Imam™@*s did not refuse except for fear that | may do injustice and
transgress, By Allah®™ | will go to him®"Ys and provide all kinds of guarantees and swear
extremely seriously, like divorcing (my wife), freeing slaves and so on, that | will not do
injustice and transgress.

| then went to him?"Ys and said: ‘I pray to Allah®" to keep my soul in service for your3Wws
cause, | thought about your?@"s refusal to speak for me and | thought you?"s had refused
and disliked it just because of your?®W%s concern of my doing injustice and transgression
against someone instead of acting with justice.’

The Imam™@¥s replied: ‘Why did you say that?’ | then repeated my demand and swearing.
The Imam™@¥s raised his head to the sky and said: ‘Your reaching the sky is easier than what
you want me to do for You’.®

17 Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8547, Ch. 41, h, 7
18 Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8470, Ch. 29, h, 9
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How Allah?i Protects Shias and their interest?

A
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Mohammed ibn Hammam, who from Jafar ibn Mohammed ibn Malaik, who from Mohammed ibn Ahmed ibn
Isbaat, who from some of their companions have narrated the following:

Abu Abdullah?"s said: ‘You should keep your mouths closed and stay in your homes, since
from this (uprising) neither you are going to be effected forever nor general public, nor
Zaidia would continue to become your shield (by uprising against the governments).?

During Occultation Shias will be like ‘al-Muwat’ (Motionless):

P
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from ibn banu Najran Muhammad ibn
Sinan from abu al-Jarud who has narrated the following:

‘Abu Ja'far®%s has said: 'You will not see the one for whom you are waiting, until you
become like al-Muwat (motionless) goat who is not a matter of any kind of worry for the
lion. The lion can then cut from whichever part of its body it wants; you will not have any
high position to rise or supporter to seek support thereby.’2°

1585588 Sy o U 2l B J6 ¢ B 22 Jl i plis e b o 2 o ol 28 e 0 ke

Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from ibn abu 'Umayr from 'Alayhi al-Salam, who has narrated the
following:

9 Ibid, h, 45

20 263 o 48z (Rl - ) ), H. 378
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‘Abu 'AbdAllah@"%s has said: ‘How easy it is to achieve the pleasure of people! Just hold back
your tongue from speaking against them.?!
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Mohammed ibn Hammam and Mohammed ibn Hassan ibn Mohammed and they all from Hassan ibn
Mohammed ibn Jamhoria, who from his father, who from Samah, who from Salay ibn Nabbat and Bakr
Musnah and they both have narrated:

Abu AbdAllah@"s’s father Abu Jafar®¥s al-Baqir®"s has said: The ones who would strive for
earlier establishment of the truth (Just rule) will be killed since the foundations of the forts
of unjust (governments) will remain deeply rooted. Indeed, there will be a grand victory
after an extended suppression.??

Imam™*"* Consoles his Oppressed Shias:
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Abdul Wahid, who from Ahmed ibn Hozarah, who from Nihawandi, who from Abd Allah ibn Hammad, who
from Mofazzil, who has narrated the following:

| was once close to Imam abu AbdAllah®s"s during the circumambulation of Kabah, Imam=2s"s
looked at me and asked from me: ‘O Mufazzal! What is the matter, | find you sad and your
face has turned pale? |replied: When | see banu Abbas in power, enjoying all the facilities
and authorities. | wish these were in your hand so that people like me could have been part
of these (the glory).

2L Al-Kafi, vol, 8, H 14983, h 537, Sz 8 21339
22 |bid, h, 47
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Imam™@Ys replied: O Mufazzal! If this were true then you people had to work extremely
hard, guarding people in the night and during the day marching along (on other duties),
eating tasteless food and wearing heavy clothes. As it has been the case during the rule of
Amir-ul-Momineen®%s, If you would not have accepted it then you were destined to
hellfire. These responsibilities have been waived-off from our necks; this is why we eat
normal food. Have you seen cruelty becoming a blessing for someone, as it is now (for
you).?3

Our Responsibilities during the Ghaibah
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Ali ibn Asim has said, as part of a longer tradition, | fell down on each of ‘Holy Images’, the
footprints of Masomeen@*s and kissed them, | then kissed the hands of the Imam (Hassan
al-Askari®"*) and said: Mola®"*! | am not in a position to physically support your?“s cause
but I, in my solitude, praise you?“s and curse your enemies™. Please inform me about my
reckoning (in the Hereafter)?

Imam™@*s replied: ‘I narrate to you a hadith of our grandfather, Prophet of Allah**"¥ who
said: ‘The one who cannot extend support to Ahl Al Bayt®%s but instead denounces theirasws
enemies in his solitude, Allah®¥ Transmits his supplications to all His#% angels®s. They?
also join him in sending ‘Laan’ on the enemies (of Ahl Al Bayt®***) and they curse those who
refrain from sending ‘Laan’ on the enemies™ of Ahl Al Bayt2s"s,

When his voice reaches the angels, they? ask forgiveness for him and praise him and plead
to Allah?" to bless the spirit of his 2" servant, who has made an effort in support of Your
azwi gllies’ 2%s, if he were capable of doing more, he surely would have supported them2sws
more strenuously.

Then a ‘Call’ comes from Allah?2*i;: O My Angels! 1?2 have Answered your prayers in favour
of My slave. 1 have Sent blessing to his soul along with the spirits of the righteous ones.
I#2% have also included him in the company of My righteous ones.’?*

23 Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 52, h, 127 360 : »52: 7 lsYs
2 316: ,»50:z Y
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Al-Hassan ibn Rashid narrates the following:

Zaid bin Ali says that he told by Abu Abdullah®"s: Do not go for it (uprising). (Imam Jafar-e-
Sadig"s says) May Allah#?" bless my uncle who came to my father?“s and said: "l want to
get rid of this tyrant. He®Ys (my father) said: I®¥* do fear for you to be slain and crucified
on the gate of Kufah. As | have learned (from my ancestors #*¢) O Zaid! Whoever comes out
of the sons of Fatima"s against the sultans, before the coming out, of Sufyani, will be
killed.?>

Imam™#** Instructs His Disciples to Adopt Solitude:

T4 6 06 528 5 lieh w2 3 oS o KD 2 Ak o ) o sl 35 i) 23 B

5 hagedl 5 b3 5304 Ju 5l 5 &I 0 j;yuy\w@;g w\om¢\CJZJ\\ygu@@\
U oo Ooloks B0 S6 0 28 J6 o) Bdin u Tis dejm\“;\JLu(&;\.uw Y Tleg) EIE 2,058
iz jlgg.g’tsibié}ﬁ;gjéﬂ;;;mjdu Y 6T Jus sk o ¥ w;:ﬂ%;;;;,;j

Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father, who from ibn abu 'Urnayr from al-Hakam ibn Miskin from' Abd al-
Malik ibn 'Amr who has said the following:

Abu 'AbdAllah@"%s said to me, 'O 'Abd al- Malik, how is it that | do not see you go to these
places where the people of your town go?' | then asked, 'Which places do you mean?' The
Imam™@"s said, 'To Judah, 'Abadan, al-Massisah and Qazwin.' | then said, 'l wait for your2sws
cause to materialise and follow you?"s.' He®%s (the Imam) said, 'That by Allah®% is true. If
there was anything good in it, they could not arrive there before us®"“s.' He (the narrator)
says: | then said to him@"s, 'Al-Zaidia’?® group says: ‘There is no difference between us and
Ja'far®ws, except that he®"* does not think Jihad is necessary.' The Imam@** said: ‘Do | not
consider it necessary? By Allah®", | do consider it necessary but | dislike leaving my
knowledge in their ighorance.”?’

How Shias are protected?
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26 Followers of Hazrat Zaid, the son of Imam Zain-ul-Abideen®%s
27 Al-Kafi, vol. 5,20 : »5: z &
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‘I stood up from the presence of Abu Ja’far®%s and deliberated upon my hands and cried,
and | said, ‘l was wishing that | would come across this matter while there was strength with

7

me-.
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He?"s said: ‘Are you not pleased that your enemies are killing each other while you are
secure in your houses? Surely if that were to happen, the man from you would be given the
strength of forty men and your hearts would be made to be like slabs of iron. Even if you
were to throw mountains at it, these would be smashed, and you are custodians of the
earth and its treasurers” .8

Advice of the 11t Imamsws;
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‘A signed note emerged from Abu Muhammad™?"* to one of the clan of Asbaat. | wrote to
him2%s informing him?"s about the differing of the friends, and asked him?"s to reveal
evidence.
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He%s wrote to me: ‘And rather Allah?? Mighty and Majestic Addressed the intellectual.
There wasn’t anyone who came with a Sign, or manifested evidence, any more than what
the last of the Prophets® and chief of the Messengers® had come with. They said,
‘Sorcerer, and soothsayer, and liar!” And Allah?* Guided the one who sought guidance.
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Apart from that, most of the people settled to it, and that is because Allah?*% Mighty and
Majestic Permitted to us, so we spoke, and He®" Conferred, so we listened, and had He??
Loved that truth not be revealed, He* would not have Sent the Prophets, givers of good
news and warners. They® proclaimed with the truth in a state of the weakness and the
strength, and they? spoke in timings for Allah®¥ to Accomplish His***I Command, and
they? implemented His?* Judgment to the people in various segments (of people).
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28 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 51 The book of History — Imam Al Mahdi®t, Ch 27 H 69
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And the insightful one is upon a way of salvation, adhering with the truth, relating with an
original branch, without doubting, nor being suspicious, nor finding any shelter from it. And
a segment did not take the truth from its people, so they are like the ones sailing the sea
waves with its waves and being calm with its calmness.
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And a segment The Satan has overcome upon them, [58:19]. Their occupation is the
rebutting against the people of truth, and defending the truth with the falsehood, as an
envy from their own selves. So leave the one going right and left, for the shepherd, when he
wants to gather his sheep, he would gather them with slightest striving.
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You mentioned what the friends are differing in. When the bequest and the brutality takes
place, then there is no doubt. And the one who sits in gatherings of judgment, so he is
foremost with the judging. The best citizen is one who takes care. And beware of the
broadcasting and seeking the governance, for these two call to the destruction.
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You mentioned your being taken to Persia, so being taken is a Choice of Allah-?" for you,
and you shall enter Egypt, if Allah?"l so Desires, safely. And convey the greetings to the one
from the friends you trust with and instruct them with fearing Allah3?" the Magnificent, and

paying the entrustment, and let them know that the broadcaster upon us?@%s is at war to us"
asws’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘When | read: ‘And you shall enter Egypt, if Allah??¥ so Desires’, | did

not understand the meaning of that. | arrived to Baghdad, and my determination to go out

to Persia, but that was not prepared for, so | went out to Egypt”.?°

All families would govern prior to the reappearance of the 12t Imam-fi;
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29 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 50, The book of History — Al Hassan Bin Ali#*s, Ch2 H70 b
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‘He%s said: ‘When Al-Qaim3f rises, he@ifi will judge with the justice and the tyranny would
be raised (removed) during his@fi days, and the ways to be safe with it, and the earth will
bring forth its vegetation. The right would be returned to its rightful ones, and the people of
religion will not remain until Al-Islam would prevail and they would acknowledge with the
Eman.
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Have you not heard Allah"#" the Glorious Saying: And to Him submit the ones is in the skies
and the earth, willingly and unwillingly, and to Him they would be returning [3:83]. And
he?@fi will judge between the people with the judgment of Dawood? and judgment of
MuhammadsaWw,
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In those days the earth will reveal its treasures and manifest its blessings, and on that day
the man from you will not find any place for his charity nor for his act of kindness due to the
inclusive richness of entirety of the Momineen’.
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Then he™®Ys said: ‘Our®"“s government is last of the governments and there will not remain
any household having any government for them except what they have rule before us?"s,
lest they would be saying when they see our®%s conduct when we®"s rule that we®"* are
conducting with similar with their conduct, and it is the Word of Allah* the Exalted: and
the end-result is for the pious [7:128] 3°

Working for the hostile one:
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‘Ali Bin Yaqgteen sought permission to see my Master?s Al-Kazim™@** in leaving working for
the sultan (caliph). He™®"Ys did not permit for him and said: ‘Do not do so, for there is
comfort for us with you, and for our brethren there is a consolation with you, and perhaps
Allah?2i would Pull the pieces together by you, and Break the flames of the adversaries by
you, away from His#% friends.
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%0 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 51 The book of History — Imam Al Mahdi®t, Ch 27 H 83
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O Ali! An expiation of your deeds is the favours to your brethren. Guarantee one thing to
me % and 1" shall guarantee three to you. Guarantee to me™®"* that you will not
meeting anyone from our?" friends except you will fulfil his needs, and honour him, and I
asws shall guarantee to you that a roof of a prison will not shade you, ever, nor will a blade of
a sword take from you (strike you), ever, nor will the poverty enter your house, ever!

SIS T

O Ali! One who cheers a Momin, so he shall be with Allah=2" firstly, and with the Prophet’
saww secondly, and with us®* thirdly"”.3*
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‘From Ali Bin Yaqteen having had written to Abu Al-Hassan Musa®%s, ‘My heart is
constricted from what | am upon from being a worker for the Sultan’ - and he was a minister
of Haroun (Al-Rasheed) — ‘So if you"s were to permit for me, may Allah®* Make me to be
sacrificed for you®"s, | can flee from him’.
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The answer returned: ‘There is no permission for you with exiting from their work, and fear
Allah-#%1’ — of like what he " said”’ .32

No One but only a Masoom™®"* Can Form Just Policies:
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31 Bihar Al Awaar — V 46, The book of History — Musa Al Kazim®"s, Ch 6 H 10
32 Bihar Al Awaar — V 46, The book of History — Musa Al Kazim®"s, Ch 6 H 33
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Abd-ul-Karim bin Yatbah al-Hashami says that | was in the service of Imam Jafar-e-Sadig?s"*
in Mecca when a group of al-Mutaziliy3® came, among them was Ummro bin Yubaid and
Wasil bin Atta and Haffaz bin Salim along with some others consisting of general public and
some notables. It was the time when Walid had been assassinated and people of Sham had

3 Who claim to love Ahl Al-Bayt®** but also like Abu Bakr® & Ummer®? (Promoters of lIttihad ban-ul-
Muslameen)
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disagreement on the selection of his successor. They kept on discussing this issue for a very
long time.

Imam™@"s said to them: You people have spoken a lot in front to me™®%s; why don’t you
appoint one person among you who can convey your opinion to me so that we cut the
lengthy discussion short. They selected Ummro ibn Yubaid, who talked for a very long time
but basically said: The people of Sham have killed their ruler and some of them have
overcome the others and are in serious disagreement regarding the appointment of a
leader. Under these circumstances, we have selected a ‘Leader’ who has good
understanding of the religion, is a very wise person and is the most suitable one to be
‘Caliph’, he is Mohammed bin Abd Allah bin Al-Hassan. We all intend to pledge our support
to him, and invite others toward him so that they also take an oath of allegiance. Whoever
is in agreement with us we will be friendly with him but whoever is against us we will
oppose him, whoever will fight with us we will wage a war against him and will have enmity
against him for his opposition to the just, until and unless we return the right to its inheritor
(the caliph).

We have come to you®¥s, since we are highly dependent on you™®%s, due to your?aWws
elevated status and your®%s |large number of supporters. When he finished his speech,
Imam Jafar?®V“s addressed (all of them):

Do you all agree with what Ummro ibn Yubaid has said? They all replied: Yes, we do.
Imam=3¥s, then praised Allah®*" and after reciting ‘Salawat’ on Muhammad=®¥ and Alay
Muhammad®%s, said: Disobedience to Allah#¥ makes us®%“* sad and obedience to Him2?
pleases usaWs,

Imam™¥¢ said: O Ummro! Tell me, if all people would agree on you as an arbitrator without
having to go through an anarchy and killing people. And if you were asked to select a ruler.
How would you select a ‘Wali’3* or Ruler?

Ummro: | will form a ‘Shura’ (a consulting body) from Muslims.

Imam™"“s; From all Muslims?

Ummro: Yes.

Imam™2"s; Shura will consist of the notables and ‘Fuggah’ from Muslim?

Ummro: Yes.

Imam™"s; Quraysh and non-Quraysh, including Arabs and non-Arabs?

Ummro: Yes.

Imam™"s; O Ummro! Do you like or dislike Abu Bakr and Umar?

34 Having total authority
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Ummro: | adore them.

Imam™®%s; O Ummro! If you were to dislike them then it would be possible for you to go
against their traditions. Instead, you like them but still go against them! Since Umar,
without any consultation, nominated Abu Bakr and then took oath of allegiance. Later on,
Abu Bakr, without any consultation, handed over the reigns of Caliphate to Umar.

However, (for third caliph) Umar formed a ‘Shura’ of six people, in which he did not include
anyone from the ‘Ansars’3> but only selected six people from the tribe of Quraysh and
excluded all others. He (Umar) drafted a will about them (six people) which neither you nor
your accomplice will approve.

Ummro: What did Umar do?

Imam™"s; Suhaab was asked to lead people in Salat for three days in a row. All of them
(Muslims) should gather and offer Salat (behind him), excluding these six people along with
a seventh-one, the son of Umar. There should not be anyone with them and the seventh-
one should stay (in their company) but without giving any advice or involving in
consultation. Umar then told all those present among the Immigrants and Ansars, if they
(six of them) are unable to reach a consensus after three days, you should kill all six of them.
If after three days, four of them are in agreement but two of them are not then remove the
heads of those two.

Imam™®%“s; O Ummro! Would you and your companions agree to form a Shura, the way
Umar formed to select a Ruler for Muslims?

They all replied: No we are not in favour (of Shura)!

Imam@“s; O Ummro, let’s leave it (you will not form Shura as per your earlier intentions).
Now, let us suppose, you succeeded in selecting a ruler for Muslims and everyone agreed on
this selection, not even two people disagreed among the whole Muslim nation. You went to
non-believers, who neither accepted Islam nor agreed to offer ‘Jazia’3®. In this case, do you
or your selected ruler and Amir has the knowledge how Prophet Muhammadsa"W
implemented ‘Jazia’ on the non-believers so that your actions are in accordance with the
traditions of the Prophetsaww?

Ummro and others: Yes, we do.
Imam™2"s; How would you do decide?

Ummro and others: We will first invite them to Islam but if they reject our invitation, we
will force them to pay ‘Jazia’

Imam™Ws; What if they were people of the Book or are from fire worshipers?

35 people of Madina who support Prophet " when he **** migrated to Madina.
36 An amount/wealth to paid in order to live within a Muslim ruler as a non-Muslim
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Ummro: Yes, regardless if they were the people of Book or the fire worshipers.

Imam@%s; What will you tell them if they were from those who worship fire and animals
(Majusi)?

Ummro! They are all equal.
Imam™"s; Have you read sometime about them in the Holy Book?
O Ummro: Yes, | have.

Imam™s¥s: Then recited:
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Fight those who do not believe in Allah, nor in the latter day, nor do they prohibit what
Allah and His Messenger have prohibited, nor follow the religion of truth, out of those who
have been given the Book, until they pay the tax in acknowledgment of superiority and
they are in a state of subjection.

Imam3"s: Since Allah*" has separated the people of the Book from others; even then you
will treat them equally?

Ummro: Yes.

Imam™"“s; From where did you get this?

Ummro: | have heard people say that.

Imam™@%s; Let’s leave this (as he had no answer), suppose those people deny giving you
‘Jazia’ and you overcome them after killing some of them. How would you distribute the

war booty?

Ummro: After separating the ‘Khums’ (one fifth), the rest four shares will be divided into the
fighters.

Imam™"“s; Will you divide it equally into all war participants?
Ummro: Yes.
Imam™@%s; In this case you have acted against the conduct of Prophet*®"% and his=<a"W

traditions. We have, between you and me ", some ‘Fugha’3’ and knowledgeable people,
from people of Madinah, if you ask them they will not disagree on it and confirm that

37 Religious scholars
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Prophet*®¥ had truce with Arabs living in desert on the conditions that they could stay in
their land without having to migrate. If enemies of Prophet*®"W attack, they would join
Prophet=®"¥’s forces but they will not have any share in the war booty. However, you say
that you will equally divide the war booty and regarding the treatment of non-believers you
have decided to go against the tradition of Prophet™®%VY. Let us leave it too but tell me what
you say about the Zakat.

Ummro: Recited the Verse of Holy Quran:
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Alms are only for the poor and the needy, and the officials (appointed) over them, and
those whose hearts are made to incline (to truth) and the (ransoming of) captives and
those in debts and in the way of Allah and the wayfarer; an ordinance from Allah; and
Allah is knowing, Wise.

Imam™%s; yes, but tell me how are you going to distribute it?

Ummro: Zakat will be divided into eight portions and eight deserving persons will take one
portion each.

Imam™@%s; How about if one group consists of ten thousand people and one group will
comprise of one or two or three people. Do you mean to give one portion to one person
and divide one portion among ten thousands?

Ummro: Yes.
Imam™"“s; Will you divide equally between the city and village people?
Ummro: Yes.

Imam™@"“s; You have gone against all traditions of Prophets®"¥. Prophet*®"% of Islam used
to distribute the Zakat/Elms of people of desert among deserving ones from desert and
distribute Zakat of city people among the poor from cities. However, Prophet*®¥ did not,
distribute (Zakat/Elms) equally but as per the number of deserving ones and also
considering their requirements.

If you are not fully convinced, what | have told to you, you can verify from the scholars of
Medina, who will never disagree with what | have had told you. Indeed, this is how Prophet
Muhammad="% used to distribute (Zakat).

Imam™*s then went closer to Ummro and said: O Ummro Fear Allah®**i! And O people, you
too Fear Allah®%i! |ndeed, my father?“s had narrated to me?%s, no doubt my father?2sws
was the most knowledgeable person of Holy Quran and Ahadith, among all the inhabitant of
the Earth, after Prophet*®"¥, a hadith of Prophet: Whoever invites public toward him, by
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shear force of sword (revolt against government), whereas an even more learned person
exists among Muslims, he is the worst one in deriving people toward disbelief.3®

38 Ehtijaj-e-Tabrasi, vol. 2, pg. 363 (363 : » 2 : £ =Y, also Al-Kafi, vol. 5, pg 23 (H 8184, Ch. 7, h 1)

Page 31 of 31




