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In the Name of Allah® the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®"i Lord?™ of the Worlds, and
Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad**"¥ and his*®*" Purified Progeny®"*, and greetings with abundant
greetings.
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Gatherings to join or avoid

How people are assembled:
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‘Amir Al-Momineen¥s said: ‘O you people! But rather it is the pleasure and hatred which
gathers the people, and rather the she-camel of Samood was hamstrung by one man, but
Allah?™i Generalised them with the Punishment due to their generally agreeing with him. The
Glorious Said: But they hamstrung her, then they became regretful [26:157]. So, it wasn’t
except that their land was ploughed with the submerging like the spike of the plough ploughs
in the earth with a ploughing”’.?

Never sit with those who are disobeying or insulting
Guardians of Allah=2"i

VB (i ade ) B e of 22 o o3 1 22 oo of 22 kb of ) o2 ol 22 i 8 e
copdS o 3B Y 5l ek L G2 O il s

! Bihar Al Anwaar —V 11, The book of Prophet-hood, S4 Ch 6 H 5
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Abu Abdullah@$¥s has said: ‘It is not befitting for the Momin that he sits in a gathering wherein
Allah®™i js being disobeyed, and he is not able upon altering it’.?

Also, in a similar Hadith;
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Muhammad Bin Saeed, from Al-Qasim Bin Urwat, from Ubeyd Bin Zurara, from his father, who has narrated:

Abu Ja’far?®"s has said; ‘The one who sits in a gathering in which an Imam?*s from the Imams’
asws js insulted, and he has the ability to remedy that and he does not do so, Allah#" Mighty
and Majestic would Clothe him in disgrace in the world and Punish him in the Hereafter, and
would Confiscate the benefit which he has from our?“s understanding (Ma’rifat)’.3
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Abu Abdullah®%Ys has said: ‘The one who sits in the presence of the insulters of the
Guardians s of Allah?Vi, so he has disobeyed Allah2i the Exalted’.*
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Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Ibn Mahboub, from Khataab Bin Muhammad, from Al-Haris Bin Al-Mugheira, who has
narrated the following:

Abu Abdullah@"s met me in a road of Al-Medina, so he®%s said: ‘Who is that? Is it Haaris?’ |
said, ‘Yes’. He™®"s said: ‘But ™" shall dump the sins of your foolish ones upon your
knowledgeable ones’. Then he@"s passed by. So | came up to him?"s and sought permission
to see him™@¥s, | said, ‘You™®%s met me and you®"s said, ‘I°*"s shall dump the sins of your
foolish ones upon your knowledgeable ones’, and that was a great matter upon me’. So he"
asws said: ‘Yes. What prevented you when it reached you from the man among you what you
dislike, as it enters hurtful feelings to us?"s, (you should) go to him and reproach him, and

2 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 163 H 1
3 Al-Kafi, V 8, H. 14763
4 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 163 H 14
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correct it (his wrong doings), and speak to him in eloquent words?’ | said to him™2", ‘May |
be sacrificed for you@"s, if he does not obey us and does not accept from us?’ So he¥* said:
‘Flee from him, and avoid their gatherings’ (stop accompanying him).>

Advice of Lugman™ to his son regarding sitting in a
gathering:
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Ali Bin lbrahim, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Yunus, raising it, said,

‘Lugman* said to his® son: ‘O my? son! Choose the gathering upon its exactness. So, if you
see a group mentioning Allah"#¥ Majestic and Mighty, so sit with them. So, if you happen to
be knowledgeable, your knowledge would benefit you, and if you happen to be ignorant, they
will teach you, and perhaps if Allah®" were to Shade them with His?" Mercy, so He?2W
would Cover you along with them.
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And when you see a group who are not mentioning Allah"#%, so do not sit with them, for if
you happen to be knowledgeable, your knowledge would not benefit you, and if you happen
to be ignorant, it would increase your ignorance, and perhaps if Allah??¥ was to Shade/Inflect
them with His®*" Punishment, so He**"l would Cover you along with them’.®
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Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father and Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, altogether from
lbn Mahboub, from Dorost Bin Abu Mansour, from Ibrahim Bin Abdul Hameed, from;

It is reported from Abu Al-Hassan Musa™®"s Bin Ja’far®%s: ‘A discussion of the scholar upon
the rubbish dump is better than a discussion of the ignorant upon the carpets/cushions’.’

5 Al-Kafi, V 8, H. 14617
6 Al-Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 8 H 1
7 Al-Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 8 H 2
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Sit with those who remind and do Zikr of Allah22vi;
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A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Al Barqy, from Shreef Bin Sabiq, from Al Fazl Bin Abu
Qurrat, from;

Abu Abdullah@®"s has narrated that Rasool-Allah=®"" said: ‘The disciples said to Isa™, ‘O Spirit
of Allah#*Il Whom should we sit with (in a gathering)?’ He™ said: ‘The one whose reports
remind you of Allah®*¥, and his speaking increases in your knowledge, and his deeds make
you desirous regarding the Hereafter”” .8
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%s having said: ‘No group will gather in a gathering
not mentioning Allah?® Mighty and Majestic and not mentioning us?"“* except that
gathering would be a regret upon them on the Day of Judgment’.
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Then he (the narrator) said, ‘Abu Ja’far?“s said: ‘Our?¥“s mention is from the Mention of Allah"
azwj and the mention of our?%“s enemies is from the mention of Satan™.°

Sit with people observing religion:
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Muhammad Bin Ismail, from Al Fazl Bin Shazan, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, from Mansour bin Hazim, from;

Abu Abdullah™@%s has narrated that Rasool-Allah*®"¥ said: ‘The gatherings of the people of
the Religion is a nobility in the world and the Hereafter”.%°

8 Al-Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 8 H 3
9 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 21 H 2
10 Al-Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 8 H 4
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‘Abu Abdullah@"s said: ‘O Mihzam! Our Shia is one whose voice does not exceed his own ears,
nor does his animosity (exceed) his own body, nor does he praise us?" publicly, nor does he
(participate in) gatherings finding flaws with us®"s, nor does he dispute a speaker for us?a"s,
If he meets a Momin, he honours him, and if he meets an ighoramus, flees (from him)’.
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| said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"“s! So how should | deal with these pretentious Shia?’ He
asws said: ‘Regarding them is the distinction, and regarding them is the variation, and regarding
them is the screening. Years come upon them, perishing them, and plagues kill them, and
differing scatter them. Our®"s Shia is the one who does not bark like the barking of the dog,
and he does not covet like the greed of the crow, nor does he ask our?®"“s enemies and even
if he dies of hunger’.
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| said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"s! So when shall | seek these ones?’ He™®"s said: ‘In the
outskirts of the land. They are the ones of basic (standards of) living. Their dwellings are
temporary (keep changing). If they are present, they are not recognised, and when they are
absent, they are not missed, and from the death they are not panicking, and in their graves
they are visiting (each other); and if a need one comes over to them they are merciful to him.
Their hearts are never differing and even if their houses are different’.
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Then he®"s said: ‘Rasool-Allah™a"W said: ‘I*"¥ am the city and Ali®%* is the gate; and the one
who claims that he can enter the city without (going through) its door has lied, and the one
who claims that he loves me=®*% while he hates Ali®" is a lair.!

Sit with whom you trust:

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al Qasim Bin Muhammad Al Isbahany, from Suleyman Bin Dawood Al
Mingary, from Sufyan Bin Uyayna, from Mis’ar Bin Kidam who said,

‘I heard Abu Ja'far®"%s saying: ‘The sitting - 1" sit with one [I®%* trust with, is more
strengthening regarding myself**s than working for a year’.'?

The Chief of gatherings:
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(I heard Abu Abdullah™@%s saying)

Indeed! For everything there is an honour and the honour of Al-Islam are the Shiites. Indeed!
For everything there is a pillar and the pillar of Al-Islam are the Shiites. Indeed! For everything
there is a chief and the chief of the gatherings is the gathering of the Shiites. (an extract) 3

Do not whisper to anyone in your gathering
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A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Abu Abdullah, raising it, said,

11 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 99 H 27
12 Al-Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 8 H 3
13 Al-Kafi, V 8, H. 14707
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‘Amir Al-Momineen®"* said to Shurayh (the judge): ‘Do _not whisper to anyone in your
gathering, and if you are angry, so arise and do not issue a judgement while you are angry’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘The tongue of a judge is behind his heart.
So, if it was for him he speaks, and if it was against him, he remains silent’.*4

Don’t sit with unjust and those playing chess
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Ali Bin lbrahim, from his father, from one of our companions, from Muhammad Bin Muslim who said,

‘Abu Ja’far?®Vs and Abu Abdullah?"s passed by me, and | was seated in the presence of the
judge of Al-Medina. So | went over to him™?"s in the morning, so he®"* said to me: ‘What
sitting did 1*¥s see you to be in, yesterday?’ | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you2*s! This judge
is honourable to me, so sometimes | sit with him’. So he®"s said to me: ‘And what would
secure you if the Curse were to descend, so it would embrace (grip all) the ones in the
gathering’?®
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Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Hammad Bin Isa who said,

‘A man from the (people of) Al-Basra came over to Abu Al-Hassan®"* the 1st so he said to
him@%s, ‘May | be sacrificed for you@"“s! | sit with a people who are playing with the chess,
and | do not play with it, but | (just) look’. So he®"s said: ‘What is it to you and a gathering
which Allah®*" does not Look at its people?’®
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14 Al Kafi - V 7 - The Book of Judgements and the Rulings Ch9 H 5
15 Al Kafi - V 7 - The Book of Judgements and the Rulings Ch 7 H 1
16 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 35 H 12
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah™®"s saying: ‘The singing (music) gathering, Allah®*" does not Look at its
people, and it is from what Allah-***i Mighty and Majestic Said [31:6] And from the people is
one who buys amusing discourse to lead astray from Allah’s Way’.*’

Don’t sit with the people of innovations:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@** having said: ‘Do not befriend the people of the
innovation, nor sit with them (in a gathering), for you would become, in the presence of the
people, like one of them’. Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘The man is upon the Religion of his friend
and his associates’.*®
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Several people have narrated to Suhail, who from ibn Mehboob, who form Khatab ibn Mohammed, who from
al-Harith ibn al-Mughara who has said the following:

Aba Abdullah®"s said: The sins of our shias are on the necks of the scholars. Why do you sit
in the company of those who abhors you and me?"s but you still speak with him? And a
passer-by says about you that he is worse than the others. You should rebuke this kind of
people. |said: ‘Even if | try to stop them (the scholars) they still continue with their mischief.
Imam said®"s: Then you should avoid them and stop sitting in their gatherings.*®
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17 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 16
18 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Social Relationships CH 4 H 10
1% |bid, H. 21198 from al-Roza (al-Kafi)
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Al-Hussain ibn Mohammed and Mohammed ibn Yahya all have narrated from Ali ibn Mohammed ibn Sa'd from
Mohammed ibn Muslim from Ahmad ibn Zakariya from Mohammed ibn Khalid ibn Maymun from 'Abd Allah ibn

Sinan from Ghiyath ibn Ibrahim who has narrated the following from abu Abd Allah™@*V*:

‘Abu Abd Allah%s has said: ‘Wherever three or more believing people gather together an
equal number of angels also attend it (gathering). If they pray for a good purpose the angels
say Amen! If they seek protection (from Allah-?%) against an evil matter, the angels pray to
Allah#% to divert it from them. If they pray so their wishes come true, the angels intercede
for them before Allah?"i and pray to Him#" to Grant their wishes.

Wherever three or more rejecters (of belief) gather together, ten times their number, Satan
also attends it. If they speak, Satan also speaks likewise, if they laugh, they (Satans) laugh with
them. If they succeed (in abuse) against the friends of Allah"#2%, they (Satans) do the same.

If any of the believing people is trapped among them and when they involve themselves in
such behaviours he should move away from them so he does not become of the attendance
along with Satan; the wrath of Allah®™ is insurmountable and His®" condemnation is
irremovable.” The Imam™@¥* then said: ‘If he cannot do so (move away) he must condemn it
in his heart and stand-up even for a short while and move a little, like the time of allowing the
young animal to have its share of milk while milking the mother.”2°

The talk of gatherings are to be protected and not
propagated:
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Abu Abdullah™®"s, said, ‘I heard him™"* saying: ‘The gatherings are with the confidentiality’
(in the hands of the attendants).??
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20 Al-Kafi, vol, 2, H. 2114, Ch.77,h6 188: 0 2: z L“'g&.!\
21 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Social Relationships CH 19 H 1
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Abu Ja’far®“s has narrated that Rasool-Allah®®"% said: ‘The gatherings are with the
confidentiality’ (in the hands of the attendants).??
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Abu Abdullah@%s has said: ‘The gatherings are with the confidentiality. No one must make
public anything that one’s companion does not want to be made public unless it with his
permission, or he is trusted and does it only for his good’.%3

Offering Salam in a gathering:
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Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘When a group enters into a gathering, then (another) group
proceeds and enters, so it is upon the ones entering later, when they do enter, that they
should greet (3L2J)) upon them (the first one)’.?*
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Abu Abdullah™"Ys has narrated that Rasool-Allah*®"¥ said: ‘Three (things) would purify a
Muslim’s love for his brother (in Eman) — he meets him with a smile when he does meet him,
and makes space for him in the gathering when he comes over to sit, and he calls him with
the name most beloved to him’.?

22 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Social Relationships CH 19 H 2
23 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Social Relationships CH19 H 3
24 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Social Relationships CH 8 H 5
25 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Social Relationships CH5 H 3
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To recite when arising from a gathering:
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‘Abu Ja’far®%s said: ‘The one who intends that he be Rewarded in a perfect measure
(maximum Reward), so let him say whenever he intends to arise from his gathering,

el S5 & e g ksl B B 5 Dpkas i 0 5 By S

Glory be to your Lord, the Lord of Honour'[37:180], from what they are describing And peace
be on the Rasools [37:181] And the Praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds[37:182] .2

A supplication of 4" Imam2s¥s:
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‘O my Master! Will You#i Punish me while Your?™i Love is in my2**s heart? But, by Your3V
Mighty, if You?*¥ Do so, You*" would be Gathering between me*s and the group of people
with whom 1% have prolonged being their enemy for Your3*¥ Sake”’.?’

The gathering (of people) during the supplication
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‘Abu Abdullah@%s said: ‘There is none from a group of forty men gathering, supplicating to
Allah? Mighty and Majestic regarding a (particular) matter, except that Allah?** would
Answer for them. So if there do not happen to be forty men, so (a group of) four supplicating
to Allah?™ Mighty and Majestic ten times, except that Allah?*¥ would Answer for them. So

26 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 21 H 3
27 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 60 H 10
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if there do not happen to be four, so one individual supplicating to Allah?? forty times, so
Allah??i the Mighty, the Compeller would Answer for him’.28
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?"s having said: ‘There would not gather a group of
four upon one matter, so they are supplicating to Allah??¥, except they would be dispersing
upon an Answer’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah™®%s having said: ‘It was so that whenever a matter
grieved my®Ys father?“s, he?%s would gather the womenfolk and the children, then
supplicate, and they would be saying Ameen’.3°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘The supplicatory and the one saying
‘Ameen’ are both participants in the Recompense’.3!

Rasool Allah*®% would seek forgiveness for people
prior to exiting a gathering:
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28 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 17 H 1
29 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 17 H 2
30 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 17 H 3
31 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 17 H 4
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Abu Abdullah?*s has narrated that Rasool-Allah#"i never used to arise from a gathering, and
even if it was a small one, until he®" sought Forgiveness of Allah??¥ Mighty and Majestic
(on behalf of them), twenty five times’.3?

Mentioning Allah**¥i in gatherings:
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‘Allah-#" Mighty and Majestic Said to Isa?: “O Isa*! Mention Me??" within yourself3s, |32
will Mention you within Myself?™, and mention Me?™ in your?® gathering, 1°*¥ shall
Mention you® in a gathering better than the gathering of the human beings. O Isa®! Soften
your? heart for Me " and frequent My??* Mention in the isolation, and know that My-2%
Gladness is that you™ compliment to Me?% and become lively during that and do not
become (like) dead””.33
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Abu Abdullah?%s narrates: Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Said: “O son of Adam™s! Mention
Me32 in a gathering, I"¥ shall Mention you in a gathering better than your gathering’.3*
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Abu Abdullah®"s narrates: ‘Allah®* Mighty and Majestic Said: “The one who mentions
Me=22 in a gathering of the people, I shall Mention him in a gathering of the Angels’.3>

32 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 28 H 4
33 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 25 H 3
34 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 21 H 12
35 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 21 H 13
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Abu Abdullah@%s narrates that Rasool-Allah*®"" said: ‘There is none from a group gathering
in a gather, so they are not mentioning the Name of Allah* Mighty and Majestic and are
not sending Salawat upon their Prophet™, except that gathering would be a regret and an
evil result upon them’ .36

Gathering which Imam*¥s would like to join in:
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It is narrated from him (narrator of the Hadith above) from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from ibn Faddal from ibn
Muskan from Muyassir who has said the following:

‘Once abu Jafar?®"“s asked me: ‘Do you hold private gatherings wherein you say whatever you
want?’ | said: ‘Yes, | swear by Allah??, we hold private gatherings and say whatever we like
to say (in praise of Muhammad=2"% and his family®*s).” The Imam " said: ‘l swear by Allah
azwj |-asws wish 12Ws could be with you at such gatherings. 1% swear by Allah™#2%, |3%s |ove
your fragrance and your spirits. You, certainly, follow the religion of Allah?¥, and the religion
of the angels™. Pay attention to restraining from the worldly attractions (sins) and assist
yourselves with striving hard in work.”3’

The Sitting manners in a gathering:
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from al-Nawfali from al-Sakuni who reports the following from Abu
Abd Allahs%s;

36 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH21 H 5
37 Al-Kafi, vol, 2, H. 2113 Ch. 77 h 5
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‘The Messenger of Allah*2"¥ has said: ‘In a gathering during summer the distance between

two people should be an elbow's length (about eighteen inches) so that no difficulty is caused
to any of them.”3®
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Ali has narrated from his father from ibn abu 'Umayr from Mohammed ibn Murazim from abu Sulayman al-Zahid
narrates the following from Abu Abd Allah-";

‘Whoever feels content with a seat without formalities in a gathering, Allah?¥ and His@s"s
angels continue doing and asking favours for him until he leaves the gathering.’3°

Abbreviations:

saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla
asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam

as: - Allay hay Salam

AJF):  Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak
ra: - Razi Allah=¥i

La: - Laan Allah@2%

38 Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H. 3710, Ch. 21, h, 8
39 Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H. 3705, Ch. 21, h, 3
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