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Generosity and Its Scope

The limits of generosity are to remain within the limits imposed by Allah®?", e.g.,
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‘From Abu Abdullah?"%s, he (the narrator) said, ‘I said to him?@¥s, “‘What is the limit of
generosity?’ He"s said: ‘You extract from your wealth the right which Allah??" has
Obligated upon you, and you place it in its (proper) place”.!
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‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘Three are from the doors
of righteousness — generosity of the self, and good talk, and patience upon the harm”. Bihar Al-
Anwaar V 68.
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‘From Ja’far@%“s Bin Muhammad™s"* narrating to him with this Hadeeth of the generosity
and the miserliness. He (the narrator) said, ‘Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘He isn’t the
generous, the wasteful one who spends his wealth in other that its right (rightful way),
but it is the one who fulfils to Allah?"l Mighty and Majestic what He**i has Obligated
upon him regarding his wealth, from the Zakat and other such, while the miser is the
one who does not fulfil the Right of Allah2?* Mighty and Majestic in his wealth”.?
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1 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 87 H 10
2 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 87 H9 b
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‘From Abu Abdullah"%s, he (the narrator) said, ‘I said to him?%s, ‘What is the limit of
generosity?’ He®%s said: ‘You extract from your wealth the right which Allah®¥ has
Obligated upon you, and you place it in its (proper) place”.3
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‘From Abu Abdullah®%s having said: ‘The generous, the benevolent is the one who
spends his wealth regarding a right”’.*
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‘Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘The generosity is that the soul of the servant is too generous
from seeking the Prohibited. When he is successful with the Permissible, his souls fees
good in spending it in obedience of Allah®?¥ Mighty and Majestic”.
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‘From Abu Abdullah@"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah™*®"¥ said: ‘The generosity is a tree, its
roots are in the Paradise, and it is drooping upon the world. One who attaches with a

branch from it, it will pull him to the Paradise”.®
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3 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 87 H 10
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 87 H 11
5 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 87 H 12
6 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 87 H 13
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‘Amir Al-Momineen®"* said to Al-Hassan®Ys: ‘O my®% son®%s| What is the
munificence (generosity)?’ He®Y* said: ‘The spending during the (financial) difficulties
and the ease”.’
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| (Majlisi) am saying, ‘In the mentioned book, by another chain, Amir Al-Momineen2s"s
said to Al-Hassan™®"“s: ‘What is the munificence (generosity)?’ He®"* said: ‘Answering
the questioner and efforts for the recipient”.?
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‘Al-Sadig®"* said: ‘The generosity is from the morals of the Prophets™s, and it is a pillar
of Eman; and a Momin cannot be except generous, nor can a generous be except with
certainty and high spirits, because the generosity is a ray from the light of certainty; and
the one who recognises what is moderation, it will be easy upon him what he spends.
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And the Prophet™®% said: ‘And a friend of Allah®*¥ is not brought into being except
upon the generosity and the generosity is what occurs upon every beloved who deems
the world as insignificant’.
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And from a sign of the generous one is that he does not care who devours the world and
who owns it, whether a Momin or a Kafir, and a disobedience one or an obedient one,
noble or ignoble.
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He feeds others and he is hungry, and he clothes others and he is bare, and he gives
others and he prevents (himself) from accepting the giving by others, and he confers

7 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 87 H 14 a
8 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 87 H14 b
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with that and he is not conferred; and if he were to own the world in its entirety, he
would not see himself in it except as a stranger, and if he were to spend it regarding the
Self of Allah*"i Mighty and Majestic in one moment, he would not get fed-up.
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Rasool-Allah™="% said: ‘The generous one is closer to Allah®%, closer to the people,
closer to the Paradise, remote from the Fire, while the miser one is remote from Allah-
azwi remote from the people, remote from the Paradise, close to the Fire; and he cannot
be named as generous except the spender in the obedience of Allah#¥ and for His??¥
Face, and even though it may be with a loaf or a drink of water.
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The Prophet™®" said: ‘The generous is with what he owns and intends the Face of Allah"
azwi with it, and as for the generous in the disobedience of Allah?¥ is a bearer of the
Dissatisfaction of Allah®*¥ and His®"¥ Wrath, and he the most miserly of the people
upon himself, how would he be with others whereby he pursues his whims and opposes
the Command of Allah?¥, Allah®*"/ Mighty and Majestic Says: And they will bear their
own burdens, and (other) burdens along with their own burdens [29:13].
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And the Prophet*®¥ said: ‘The son of Adam™ says, ‘My kingdom! My kingdom! And
‘My wealth! My wealth!” O poor fellow, where were you when the kingdom existed, and
you did not exist? And is there for you except what you eat, so it has perished, or you
wore, and it has decayed, or you donated so it remained? Either you will be Mercied
due to it or Punished upon it. So use your intellect that the wealth of others does not
become more beloved to you than your own wealth.
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Amir Al-Momineen®%s has said: ‘Whatever is sent ahead it is for the owners, and
whatever is held back it is for the inheritors, and whatever is with you, there is no way
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for you upon it apart from being deceived by it. How much you strived in seeking the
world, and how much you left! Do you want to impoverish yourself and enrich others?”’®
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‘Rasool-Allah®"W said: ‘The Paradise is a house for the generous ones”’.1°
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And Al-Sadig®"* said: ‘The generous, the benevolent is the one who spends his wealth

in a right (way)”.1!
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It is reported from Abu Abdullah@%* having said: ‘An ignorant generous one is superior
to a wandering miser”’.1?
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And in another Hadeeth, ‘From Abu Abdullah¥s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘A
generous youth immersed in sins is more Beloved to Allah®% than a miserly

worshipping old man”’.3
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‘I heard Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza?*** saying: ‘The generous one is closer to Allah??¥, closer
to the Paradise, closer to the people, far from the Fire, while the miser is far from Allah"
awi far from the Paradise, far from the people, closer to the Fire” .14

9 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 87 H 17

10 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 87 H 18 a
11 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 87 H 18 b
12 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 87 H 18 ¢
13 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 87 H 18 d
14 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 87 H18 e
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And the Prophet™®"% said: ‘The men are four — a generous, a benevolent, a miser, and
dishonourable. The generous is the one who eats and feeds, and the benevolent is the
one who does not eat and feeds, and the miser is the one who eats and does not feed,
and the dishonourable is the one who neither eats nor feeds”.1®
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‘From Al-Sadiq Ja’far?®%s Bin Muhammad?"* having said: ‘One who controls himself
when he desires, and when he fears, and when he is lusty, and when he is angered, and
when he is pleased, Allah-**1 will Prohibit his body unto the Fire” .16
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‘It is reported that Lugman the wise said to his™@ son in his bequest: ‘Do not attach
your heart with satisfying the people, and praising them, and condemning them, from
that will not result, and even if the human being were to reach in achieving it, with the
peak of his abilities’.
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His® son said, ‘What is its meaning? | would love to see for that either an example, or
action, or words’'.
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He™® said to him: ‘Let us go out, me™* and you’.

15 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 87 H 18 f
16 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 88 H 1
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They went out and there was an animal with them. Lugman™ rode it and left his®® son
walking behind him. They passed by a group of people. They said, ‘This old man is of a
cruel heart, little mercy. He is riding the animal and he™ is stronger than this child, and
he has left the child to walk behind him, and this is an evil arrangement!’
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He™® said to his™ son: ‘Did you hear their words and their disliking my™* riding and your
walking?’

He said, ‘Yes’.
6 o2l & ez 0 el oy Jus
He™ said: ‘You ride, O my son, until I®* walk!’
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His® son rode, and Lugman walked. They passed by another group. They said, ‘This is
an evil father, and this is an evil son! As for his father?s, hes has not educated his child
until he is riding the animal and has left his father®® walking behind him, and the father
3 js more rightful with the respect and the riding, and as for the son, he is disloyal to his
father®s in this state. So both of them are worse in the action’.
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Lugman™ said to his® son: ‘Did you hear?’

He said, ‘Yes’.
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He® said: “We shall ride both together’.
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They rode both together. They passed by a group of people. They said, ‘There is no
mercy in the heart of these two riders, nor is there any news from Allah?? with them.
They are both riding the animal, breaking its back, and loading it (with) what it cannot
endure. If only one would ride and the other had walked, it would be more correct and
more perfect!’
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He™® said: ‘Did you hear?’

He said, ‘Yes’.
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He ™ said: ‘Come, until we leave the animal walking vacant from its riders’.
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They ushered the animal in front of them and they were both walking. They passed by a
group of people. They said, ‘This is strange from these two persons! They are leaving an
animal free walking without a rider, and they are walking!” And they condemned them
upon that like what they had been condemned upon by all what had happened.
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He™® said to his™ son: ‘Do you see any means for anyone to achieve their satisfaction?
Do not turn to them and be pre-occupied with the Satisfaction of Allah?", Majestic is
His@% Majesty, for in it is an occupation to be pre-occupied (with), and happiness, and
achievement in the word, and Day of Reckoning, and the Questioning”.’

17 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 89 H 4
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‘It is reported that Musa™* said (in a supplication to Allah?*): ‘Withhold the tongues of
the children of Adam™* away from me™ for they are condemning me?"* and 1 have
been hurt!’, just as Allah??, Majestic is His®“ Majesty Said about them: Do not
become like those who hurt Musa. [33:69].
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It is said, ‘Allah®™i, Majestic is His*"l Majesty, Revealed to him?: “O Musa! This is
something I?¥ have not Done with Myself**¥. Would you like Me3™" to do it (along)
with you™@5?” He® said: ‘I"* am satisfied if there happens to be for me™ an exemplar
with Youa2wi”’ 18

18 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 89 H 5



