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In the Name of Allah" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah* Lord** of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad-® and his="" Purified Progeny s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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How to Love Allah?W

Allah-#% Says, to sow the seeds of My?? Love in the hearts of My#" servants is to remind
them of My32¥ blessings, since they will not remember anything but My2" kindness.
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Imam Mohammed Bagir?%s said that Allah?*¥ told (Prophet) Musa?: "O' Musa! Love Me 32
and make Me?? |oved by the people."

Musa said: "O' My Lord! You®" know that nothing is dearer to me than You®*" are. How
can I* attract the people's hearts to You@¥?" Allah®%¥ said: "Remind them of My32Wi
blessings, since they will not remember anything but My kindness."?
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Imam Abu Abdullah@%s said: “Effort with the ‘pen’ (acquiring) knowledge guides us towards
love for Allah#2¥, Allah®¥ will Honour those who were chosen by Allah®% for their
contentment, and Allah?* will debase those who make Him?? angry. Contentment and
anger are two of Allah?? ‘s creatures, and He®*¥ will increase which ever He®* pleases.”?

How do we know that we love Allah?2Wi?
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Rasool-Allah=®"" once told one of his® companions: "O’ Servant of Allah?*il Love for the
sake of Allah?", and hate for the sake of Allah?%, Make friends for Allah?"'s sake. Fight for

1 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 1934
2 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 140
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Allah??'s sake. Indeed no one can attain Allah#?"'s friendship otherwise, and no one can
experience the taste of faith otherwise, even if he prays and fasts a lot. Certainly, most
friendships today are for worldly affairs. They express friendship, or hatred to each other on
that basis. But this will not make them needless of their Lord."

Then the man said: "O’ Rasool-Allah™®""I |s it possible for me to realize for sure that | have
loved or hated for the sake of Allah#"? But who is the Almighty Allah??¥'s friend so that |
can love him and obey him? Who is Allah®® 's enemy so that | can hate him and be his
enemy?" Then the Prophet of Allah#%¥ pointed to Ali®%* and said: "Do you see and know this
man"s?" He said: "Yes." He ¥ said: "He™"s is Allah?2¥ 's friend, so love him2sWs, Hisasws
enemies are the enemies of Allah?"i, Therefore, be their enemy, and always be friends with
his@%s friends even if they kill your brother and son. Be the enemy of his"* enemies even if
they are your father or son."3

Love is Religion and Religion is Love:
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In Al-Mahasin, it is narrated that Imam Baqir?*s told Zeyad: "Woe to you. Is religion anything
but love? Have you not seen the words of Allah?"i: ‘Say (O Rasool): ‘If you love Allah, then
follow me. Allah will Love you and Forgive you your sins; and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful’
[3:31]

Have you not heard what Allah?? the Almighty told Rasool Allah*®¥¥: ‘But Allah®**/ has
endeared the Faith to you, and has made it beautiful in your hearts, and He has made
hateful to you unbelief, wickedness, and rebellion: such indeed are those who walk in
righteousness." [49:7]

And Allah°*"i the Almighty said: ‘Show their affection to such as came to them for refuge.’
[59:9]; Therefore, religion is the same as love, and love is the same as religion."*

How to know if there is any good within you
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Imam Baqira¥s said: "When you wish to know whether there is any good in you, look at your
heart. There is some good in you if you love those who obey Allah2%, Allah-2% will then love

3 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 626
4 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 603
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you. But there is no good in you if you are the enemy of those who obey Allah??, and love
those who sin. Then Allah? will be your enemy. Every man is with whom he loves."®

How to taste the Sweetness of the Love of Allah=2"
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Imam Abu Abdullah™"s said: "A believer can taste the sweetness of Allah®%i 's |love if he
abstains from the world. He will thus succeed. Then he will attain Allah#2"i 's love. He will be
considered to be insane by those who love the world, but in fact the sweetness of Allah2%i 's
love has made him to attend to nothing but Allah-2% "6

The Strongest Handle of Emaan (Faith)
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Imam Abu Abdullah™@"s said that Rasool Allahs®¥W asked his*®¥ companions: "Which of the
handles of faith is stronger?" They said: " Allah?"l and His**" Prophet=®"" know best." Some
of them said: "Prayer"”. Some said: "Alms". Some said: "Pilgrimage" and others said "Holy
Jihad." Rasool Allah®"% said: "Each of the things you mentioned has some nobility, but none
are the right answer to mys®"" question. The strongest handle for faith is love for the sake of
Allah?™, and animosity for Allah®¥'s sake. You must love Allah?? 's friends and avoid
Allah#%'s enemies."’
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Imam Bagir?%s quoted on the authority of Rasool Allah™@¥%: "Those who love for the sake of
Allah?®i, on the Day of Resurrection, they will be on a peridot-green land in the shade of

His@¥ throne on His?™ right and both of His®*" Hands are right. Their faces will be whiter
than snow, and shinier than the Sun. All the nearby-stationed angels™ and all the appointed

5 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 604
& Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 605
7 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 606
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Prophets=s will be envious of their position. The people will ask who they are. They will be
told: "Those are the ones who loved for Allah#% 's sake."®

Love of family and people is temporary:
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Imam Baqir?“s said: "We love to benefit from our wives, families and (other) Allah?"-given
things like maids and slaves. And we should pray for what Allah®% 's decree has not yet
descended. Once the divine decree descends, we can no longer love what Allah**"i does not
love."?

How to Induce Love of Allah?¥ in People’s hearts?
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Rasool Allah™®" said: "Do you want me=®¥ to tell you about the people who are neither of
the Prophets™ nor of the martyrs, but are of such a high position in the Hereafter that the
Prophets™ and the martyrs are envious of them? They will be sitting on pulpits of light."

The people asked Rasool Allah@¥W: Who are those people?" Rasool Allah™®"¥ said: "They are
the people who make the (rest of the) people loved by Allah??¥, and make Allah#%¥ loved by
the people." They asked: "It is clear how to induce Allah??i 's love in the people's hearts, but
how do they make the people loved by Allah2*?" Rasool Allah"¥ said: "They ask the people
to do what Allah#" |oves and forbid them from doing what Allah** does not like. If people
follow these instructions and obey, then Allah?" will love them."*°

Heavens Love those who get to live beyond 70 Years:
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8 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 607
® Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 616
10 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 701
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A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Ibn Abu Najran, from Muhammad Bin Al-
Qasim, from Ali Bin Al-Mugheira, who has said the following:

Abu Abdullah™®"s said, ‘I heard him™@%s saying: ‘When the ‘Momin’ (believer) reaches forty
years, Allah®i Secures him from three illnesses — the leprosy, and the albinism and the
madness. So when he reaches fifty, Allah?? Makes his Accounting to be light. When he
reaches sixty years, Allah®" Grants him the repentance. So, when he reaches seventy, the
inhabitants of the sky love him.

So, when he reaches eighty, Allah??*I Commands to Write down his good deeds and Deletes
his bad deeds. So, when he reaches ninety, Allah"#*" Forgives him what has preceded from his
Religion and what has been delayed and Writes him down as a prisoner of Allah 3% jn His32¥
earth’. And in another report — ‘So when he reaches a hundred, so that is the very (feeble)
end of life’ .1

What causes Love and nearness to Allah22i?
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Imam Baqir?"s said: "Good conduct (towards others) causes love and nearness to Allah??,
but a cold welcome causes animosity and becoming more distant from Allah-32,"12

Love of Allah?*i Made Prophet Dawood™s Slim:
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Imam Abu Abdullahs"s said: " Allah?* the Almighty Revealed to Prophet Dawood. Why
are you so quiet?" Prophet Dawood™ said: "(being in) Your®% awe has silenced me?."
Allah?2i asked: "Why are you so slim?" He™ said: "Your?™ |ove made me™ slim." Allah2%i
the Almighty said: "Why are you so poor?" He® said: "Standing up for your?? right has made
me™ poor." Allah?? the Almighty said: "O' Dawood! Why have you humiliated yourself?"
He™ said: "Your?™i indescribable Majesty and Grandeur has humiliated me?s." Allah#2 the
Almighty said: "O' Dawood! Now 12 Give you the glad tidings that you will receive what you

11 Al-Kafi, vol. 8, H. 14531
12 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 1002
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love the Day you meet Me™?%, Associate with the people according to their own ways but be
separate from them in your religious issues. You will attain whatever you want from Me2%
on the Resurrection Day."*?

Who are Loved by the Masumeen2s¥s?
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Imam Abu Abdullah®%s said: "We love those of our®"Ys followers who are intelligent,
understanding, persevering, knowledgeable, patient, kind, persevering and loyal. Allah3?,
the Almighty has granted the noblest human characteristics to the Prophets. Whoever
possessed those characteristics should be grateful to Allah®¥, Whoever does not possess
them should cry and ask Allah®*" to Grant him these characteristics." He"s was asked:
"What are these characteristics?" He®"* said: "Piety, contentment, perseverance, gratitude,
patience, shame, generosity, bravery, zeal, goodness, honesty and trustworthiness."!4

Who is not loved by Allah-32%?
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Rasool Allah="¥ said: " Allah®*" does not love a weak believer who cannot resist (from
indulging into sins)."%®
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Imam Abu Abdullah®¥s said: "All evil is placed in a house and its key is love for this world. All
good is placed in a house and its key is abstinence in this world."'®
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13 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 1339
14 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 1423
15> Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 1471
16 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 1552

Page 8 of 11




‘How to Love Allah-22Wi www.hubeali.com

:_,.’~);,Lg5’v;_,:-)(m’:_,.’-}2\.’-\)\:_,.7-)2\_.‘\5)\:_,:-)QJ’L});L‘%\;}&J;@@MOBTM
5 oy 1 G 505 e ey Ll s Y1 I (i o 3 lS s (Ja o 0 3
.Z\J)xl; (LY <§>’b Lis 10Lss L”J»\.S‘) (igtos

Imam Abu Abdullah®"* was asked: "What is the best deed for Allah#"?" He*%s answered:
"After recognition of Allah?¥ and His Messenger*"%, no other act is better than hating this
world. There are various forms of hating this world, and there are various types of sin. The
first sin committed against Allah®?" was conceit which was committed by Satan™® when he™
disobeyed Allah? when he'® was ordered to bow down to Adam™: ‘He refused and was
haughty. He was of those who reject Faith.” [2:34]

The next type of sin is greed, which was committed by Adam* and Eve®. Allah*" told
them™s: ‘And enjoy (its good things) as you wish: but approach not this tree, or ye run into
harm and transgression." [7:19] But although they?®® did not need the fruit from that tree,
they™ ate it and this greed remained with their?s offspring until the Resurrection Day. That
is why the people (who are all the children of Adam™*) collect things that they do not need.

The next type of sin is jealousy which was first committed by Adam™'s son when he killed his
brother out of jealousy. Several things are derived from jealousy: love for women; love of this
world; love to be a boss; love of comfort; love to talk; love for position; and love for wealth.
There are seven characteristics all together, and they all share the love for this world. That is
why the Prophets @ and the wise men after recognizing it have all said: "The love for this world
is the root of all sins. This world is of two types: the world that is a means of our delivery to
the Hereafter, and the damned world."’
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Imam Abu Abdullah®"ssaid that Amir-ul-Momineen®"*wrote a letter to advise one of his?Ws
companions: ‘I will advise myself®% and you to fear Allah®%, the Allah®% whose
disobedience is not permissible, and there is not anyone else on whom we can place any
hopes, or can make us self-sufficient. In fact, whoever feared Allah*¥ became honourable,

17 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 1567
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strong, satisfied and their intelligence was raised above that of the people of the world. Their
bodies are with the people of this world but their heart and intellect are attentive to the
Hereafter. Their spiritual illumination of the heart has put out any love for this world that
their eyes might have experienced. They recognize the forbidden things in this world and
abstain from the doubtful things. By Allah-#2%, they have even abandoned the purely allowed
things in this world except for a little they are obliged to, and that being a piece of cloth to
cover them. Even then they use the most rugged clothes, and the worst food they can get,
and they do not place any hopes on them either. They only place their hopes on the
Creator?™i of the two worlds. Thus, they will work hard, and strain their bodies until their
bones can be seen and their eyes are filled with tears. Allah?** will reward them with physical
and mental strength and increase their reward in the Hereafter. Reject the lowest form of
existence that is this world since love for this world will make you deaf, dumb, blind, and
humiliated. Try to compensate during the rest of your life, since those who lived before you
were ruined because they insisted on their high hopes, and their procrastinations, and then
suddenly the time of death approached by Allah?" 's order while they were negligent. Then
they were placed in the coffin and dispatched to their dark and narrow graves and left their
family and children. You leave the world with an attentive heart, having cut off hopes in the
world and everyone in it, and go towards Allah#¥ with an unbreakable determination. May
Allah??i help you and us to obey Him#%, and succeed in pleasing Him2%i’18
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Imam Abu Abdullah?"Ys said: "The worst of you are those who force their mastery over the
people. Those around whom the people gather, and love to have total control over you, who

make themselves famous, and become famous, or you put trust in, have to be liars or weak
in making a decision." °

How Does Allah?*i Demonstrate His Love for His
Servant?
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18 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 1568
19 Mishkat Al-Anwaar, H. 1945
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Imam Abu Abdullah?®%s quoted on the authority of Rasool Allah=®"" that Allah?™ the
Almighty said: "Some of My?2¥ believers are such that their religious affairs will not improve
unless they are affluent and healthy, so | test them by giving them wealth and health. But
some other believers are such that their religious affairs will not improve unless they are ill
and poor, so | test them by giving them disease and poverty. | am better aware of what will
improve the religious affairs of my believing servants. Some of My2?¥ believing servants are
those who strive hard to worship Me3, They get up from their warm beds and spend the
night in worship, and suffer hardships for Me#, Because 1°?l love them, I**"i make them
fall asleep one or two nights to safeguard their health. They fall asleep until the morning, and
then blame themselves. But if I??¥ had left them to themselves to worship Me 3 as much as
they please, they might get conceited. This conceit would lead them to mischief in their deeds
and this would cause their ruin. Because of their conceit and overestimation of their deeds,
they would consider themselves to be superior to others, and think that their worshipping
had exceeded the degree of insufficiency. Thus they would get distant from Me 3% thinking
that they are close to Me22¥,"20
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