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In the Name of Allah®*% the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah??% Lord?* of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=2*W and his*2¥¥ Purified Progeny ", and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Hunting — Necessity - Recreation

Summary:

Similar to the slavery, an interest and opportunities in ‘game’ - hunting is on the decline.
Some Ahadith are presented in the article.

In brief, hunting is totally forbidden in the state of Ihram of either Hajj or Umrah and requires
‘kuffara’ (expiation) if one intentionally or unintentionally hunts or kills a soul. Under other
conditions, hutting is condemned as recreational or adopted as a hobby. It is strictly forbidden
to hunt during the night time when birds/animal are resting and must not be disturbed during
their sleeping hours.

As an example, Imam™@%s says, when a bird comes to your property seeking shelter than give
it a shelter rather than catching/hunting it.
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‘From Al-Sadiq@"* having said: ‘Excrement of the swallows (bird), there is no problem with it.

It is from what its meat can be eaten, but it is disliked to eat it because it seeks shelter with

you, and shelters to your house, and every bird seeking shelter with you, shelter it”.!

Recreational Hunting
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1 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 76 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 6 H 8 (Chapters on uncleanness and its purifiers)
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‘From Abu Abdullah?%s, he (the narrator) said, ‘One of our companions asked him about
seeking the prey (hunting), and said to him™"s, ‘1 am a man entertained by seeking the prey
(hunting), and striking the riding stick (on the riding animal), and entertained by playing
chess’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Abu Abdullah 35" said: ‘As for the hunting, it is a vain desire, and rather
Allah®i has Permitted the hunting for the one who is desperate to the hunting (under
compulsion to save life). So it isn’t vanity for the desperate one to seek it, striving in it, and it
obligates upon him to shorten in the Salat and the Fasts altogether when he were to be
desperate to eat it (the hunt).
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And if it was, from the one who seeks it for the business, and there isn’t any profession for
him except hunting, then his striving is rightful, and upon him is the complete in the Salat and
the fasting, because that is his business, so he is at the status of the companion of the rotation
(kaseer ul-safar), the one who rotates in the markets in seeking the trade, or like the animal
hirer.
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And the entertainment and the one who seeks entertainment and evil and arrogance, that
striving of his is a vain striving, and a false journey, and upon him is the complete regarding
the Salat and the fasting, and the Momin tends to be too pre-occupied from that, being busy
in seeking the Hereafter (rather than) from the entertainment.
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And as for the chess, it is which Allah?" Mighty and Majestic Said: therefore keep aside from
the uncleanness of the idols and keep aside from the false words [22:30]. The ‘false words’
are the songs, and the Momin is too busy from entirety of that. What is for him and the
entertainment? The entertainment inherits hardness of the heart and inherits the hypocrisy.

- @ P - - £

L l;-*uL‘JA.J\A.).J— R f,,_];&,u_,\_l_,;\ ‘\a_ﬂ.&aﬁmw\avﬁz“ \UA_.M.S\ ‘U,Ls\ra_sb_,bfpl.»’a

e J/

Page 4 of 13




‘Hunting — Necessity - Recreation www.hubeali.com

And as for your striking with the riding sticks, the Satan™? dances with you and the Angels flee
away from you, and if you attain something you will not be Rewarded, and the one whom his
riding animal stumbles with him, so he dies, will enter the Fire”.?

Never hunt during the Night nor Prior to Friday Salat on
Friday:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"“s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®"% forbade from
coming to the birds (for hunting) at night, and he*®"* said: ‘The night is a security for it’.
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‘From Ja’far?%s Bin Muhammad?®"Ys, from his@"Ys father?%s, from his®%s forefathers2ws
having said: ‘The bird in its nest is safe with the safety of Allah®*¥i, When it flies, then hunt it
if you so desire to”.4
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‘Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen ¥ forbade the man from hunting on the day of
Friday before the Prayer, and he®"* had passed by the fishmongers on the day of Friday, so
he?2s%s forbade them from hunting for the fishes on the day of Friday before the Prayers’.>
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2 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 73 - The book of Etiquettes - Ch 66 H 22
3 Al Kafi— V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 10 H 3

4 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 62 The book of animals -Ch 7H 6

5 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 11 H 17
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Mohammed ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed from ibn Faddal from ibn Bukayr from 'Ubayd
ibn Zurarah who has said:

‘l once asked Abu 'Abd Allah*"s about a man who goes for hunting. Can he perform his Salat
as reduced? The Imam™@** said: 'He is required to perform his Salat in full, because it is not a
journey in the way of Haq (truth).’

Prey through other predators:
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‘Abu Abdullah@s%s said: ‘Mys"s father used to pass a Verdict and he®%* was fearing (the Clan
of Umayya), and we "¢ (also) fear (the Clan of Umayya) regarding the prey of the falcons and
the hawks; and as for now, so we®"* are not fearing (the Clan Umayya), and we®"* are not
Permitting its prey, except if you were to come to it and purify (slaughter) it, for it is in the
Book of Ali®"s that Allah#*"l Mighty and Majestic is Saying [5:4] and what you have taught
the hunting animals, trained ones, is regarding the dogs’.®

The hunting by the trained dog and the leopard
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Abu Abdullah 2% has said: ‘In the Book of Ali®*%s regarding the Words of Allah??¥ Mighty and
Majestic [5:4] and what you have taught the hunting animals, trained ones. He " said:
‘These are the dogs’.”
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6 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 2 H 1
7 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 1H 1
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(It has been narrated) from both of them2s%s (5" and 6" Imam2*) together, both®"* having
said regarding the dog which the man sends (to hunt) and Names (Bismillah): ‘If it (the dog)
seizes it (the prey) and he (the hunter) comes to it, so he should slaughters it, and if he comes
to it and it (the dog) has killed it, and has eaten from it, so he can eat from what remains, but
do not be thinking of what you are thinking of regarding the dog’.®
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah®"s about the man who released (for hunting) his trained dog and he
Named (Bismillah) when he released it. So he®"“* said: ‘He can eat from what it (dog) remains
upon it. So when he comes over to it before it has killed it, he should slaughters it, and if he
were to find an untrained dog with it, so he cannot eat from it’.
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So | said, ‘So (what about) the leopard?’ He®"* said: ‘When he comes over to it, he slaughters
it, so he eats, or else, no’. | said, ‘Is not the leopard as the status of the dog?’ So he?*"* said
to me: ‘There is no trained hunting animal except for the dog’.’
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah?"s about the man who sent his dog upon the prey, so it seized it, and
there did not happen to be a knife with him to slaughter it with. Can he leave it until it (the
dog) kills it and (then) he eats from it?’ He®"s said: ‘There is no problem. Allah-?* Mighty and
Majestic Says [5:4] so eat from what which they catch for you, and it is not befitting if you
eat from what the leopard kills’.1°

8 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 1 H 2
9 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 1H 4
10 Al Kafi— V 6 — The Book of HuntingCh 1H 8
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah®*s about the prey of the buzzards and the falcons, and the dogs, and
the leopards. So he®"s said: ‘Do not eat the prey of anything from these except what you
purify (slaughter), except for the hunting dog’. | said, ‘Suppose it kills it?” He™"* said: ‘Eat,
because Allah?" Mighty and Majestic is Saying [5:4] and what you have taught the hunting
animals, trained ones . . . so eat of that which they catch for you and mention the Name of
Allah over it’ .1
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah@%s about a dog which fled, and was not sent by its owner, so it hunted.
Then its owner came over, and it had killed it. Can he eat from it?’” So he?%s said: ‘No’.
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And he®%s said: ‘When it hunts, and it has been Named (Bismillah), so let him eat, and if it
hunts and has not been Named (Bismillah), so no; and this is from what [5:4] and what you
have taught the hunting animals, trained ones’ .2
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"Ys having said: ‘When the man sends his dog (to
hunt) and forgets to Name (Bismillah), so he is at the status of the one slaughters and forgets
to Name (Bismillah), and similar to that is when he throws with the spear and forgets to Name
(Bismillah)’ .*3

11 Al Kafi— V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 1H 9
12 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 1 H 16
13 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 1 H 18
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Jogging in woods for health:
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‘Ibn Zazaan Faroukh wrote to Abu Ja’far?%s the Second, asking him?*s about the man who
runs around (jogging) for the hunting, (but) not intending to seek the hunting by that, but
rather, intending the hygiene by that. The Imam™"* said: ‘There is no problem with that for
the fun’.14

Meanings of Slaughter for ‘Ghair-Allah’:
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From Abu Ja’far Muhammad?¥s Bin Ali Al-Reza®"s, said, ‘I asked him?"“* about what is
devoted for ‘A&l Y (ghair Allah) other than Allah-2%. He%s said: ‘Whatever is slaughtered for
an idol, or an image, or a tree, Allah?"l has Prohibited that just as He®" Prohibited the dead,

and the blood and the meat of the pig But the one who is desperate during hunger without
inclination to sin [5:3] if he eats the dead’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So | said to him™s¥s, ‘O son3*s of Rasool-Allah®"¥| When is the dead
Permissible for the desperate one?’
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He?@Ws said: ‘My % father®“s narrated to me@%s from his®%s father®"“s, from his@Ws
forefathers@"s that Rasool-Allah®"% was asked, it was said to him=2"¥ ‘O Rasool-Allaha"W!|
We tend to be in a land and the starvation hits us. So when is (eating) the dead Permissible
for us?’ Hes®™¥ said: ‘For as long as you have not had your breakfast, or your dinner, or
provisions of vegetables, then you can occupy with this’.

14 Al-Mahaasin—V 2 Bk 6 H 94
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Abdul Azeem said, ‘So | said to him™?¥, ‘O son s of Rasool-Allah*2%*"I So what is the Meaning
of the Words of the Mighty and Majestic: But the one who is desperate, without coveting
nor transgressing [2:173]?’
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He#%s said: ‘The transgressor is the thief, and the coveting is the one who seeks the prey out
of pleasure and sport, not returning with it to his dependants, and it isn’t for these two that
they can eat the dead when they are desperate. It is Prohibited unto them during the state of
desperation just as it is Prohibited unto them during the state of choice, and it isn’t for them
that they can shorten (Salat) during Fasting nor Salat during travel’.
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He said, ‘So | said to him™@“s, “The Words of the Exalted: ‘and the strangled, and the sick, and
the fallen, and the gored, and what the predators have eaten (from), except what you have
purified [5:3]?’
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He % said: ‘The strangled is that which is strangled by suffocating it until it dies; and the sick
is what which falls sick and its illness overcomes it until there is no movement in it; and the
fallen is that which is thrown from a high place to a low, or thrown from a mountain, or into
a well, so it dies; and the gored is which is gored by a another beast, so it dies; and what the
predators have eaten from, so it dies, and what is slaughtered upon the altars, upon a rock or
an idol, except what comes across its (Islamic) slaughter, so it is slaughtered’.
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| said, ‘and that which you are apportioning with the arrows?’ He?"s said: ‘They used to,
during the Pre-Islamic period, buying a camel in what is between ten people, and they would
be dividing upon it with the pieces of iron, and these were ten — seven having marks, and
three not having marks for it. As for those which had marks were (called), Al Afaz, and Al
Tawa’im, and Al Ndfis, and Al Halas, and Al Masbal, and Al Ma’la. And Al Rageed. And as for
those not having marks for it were (called) Al Safeed, and Al Maneeh, and Al Wa’'d'.
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And they used to make the shares between ten, so the one whose name came out from it, an
arrow which had not mark for it, would be necessitated to pay a third of the price of the
camel. So they would not be ceasing like that until there would occur the arrow which had
not mark to it, to three (of them), and they would necessitate them the price of the camel.
Then they would sacrifice it and the (other) seven would eat it, those who did not have to pay
anything of the price, and they would not feed from it, the three those who had paid
something of its price.
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So when Al-Islam came, Allah??¥, Exalted is His* Mention, Prohibited that among what He
azwi prohibited. And Allah?% Mighty and Majestic Said: and that which you are apportioning
with the arrows, that is a transgression — Meaning Prohibited”.*®

Special birds not be killed:
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(It has been narrated) from Ali son of Ja’far®%s who said, ‘1 asked my brother?®%“s Musa?s"s
about the Hoopoe, and killing it and slaughtering it. So he™®%s said: ‘Neither harm nor
slaughter, for the best of the birds, (it) is it’.®
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(It has been narrated) from Muhammad son of Ja’far®%“s, from his father?%s who said,
‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘Treat the wagtails with goodness, meaning the swallows, for these
are the friendliest of the birds of the people with the people’.
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Then he™®"W said: ‘And are you knowing what the wagtail (swallow) is saying when it passes
by and sings? She is saying, ‘In the Name of Allah-#?* the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise
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16 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 16 H 2
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is for Allah®¥ Lord#¥ of the Worlds’ — until he " recited the ‘Mother of the Book’ (Surah
Al-Fatiha, Chapter 1). So when it comes the end of its singing, so she says, ‘Wa La Zalleeen’
(last Words of Surah al-Fatiha). Rasool-Allah=®"W extended his®"¥ voice with it, ‘Wa La
Zalleen’ Y’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®*"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah** said: ‘Do not come
to the chicks in the nests, nor the bird during their sleep until the morning’. So a man said to
him=a"W ‘And what is their sleep, O Rasool-Allah2%W?’ So he %" said: ‘The night is its sleep,
therefore do not hunt it during its sleep until the morning, and do not come to the chick in its
nest until it has grown feathers and it flies. So when it flies, then aim with your bow at it, and
set-up your net for it’.18

The disliked act of Birds:
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah@%s “What is disliked from the birds?’ So he™®"Y* said: ‘When arrays its
wings hovering upon your head’.*?

A Bird is not hunted unless leaving Zikr:
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17 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 15 H 2
18 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 10 H 2
19 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 21 H 25
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah?®"s saying: ‘There is none from a bird which gets hunted except by
neglecting its Glorification, and there is none from a wealth getting wasted except by
neglecting the Zakat’.?°
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‘It was narrated to me by the one who heard Abu Abdullah** saying: ‘Neither is wealth
destroyed in a land nor a sea unless the Zakat was wasted (not taken out), and none from a
bird gets hunted until it wastes its Glorification (not doing it)’.%

Seeking/following the hunted Prey:
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‘From Abu Al-Hassan"¥s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®"" said: ‘Four (things) spoil the heart and
grows the hypocrisy in the heart just as the water grows the tree — listening to the
amusements and the obscenities, and going to the door of the ruling authority, and seeking
the hunted prey”’.?2
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‘Raising the Hadeeth to Ali®*"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah**"Y said: ‘Do not pursue the hunted
prey for you will be caught unawares’ — the Hadeeth” .2

20 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Zakaat CH 2 H 18
2L Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Zakaat CH 2 H 15
22 Bjhar Al-Anwaar — V 62 The book of animals - Ch 7 H 34
23 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 62 The book of animals - Ch 7 H 36
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