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In the Name of Allah®** the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®?* Lord*" of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=a*% and his*2¥¥ Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.

o) o giisl ally g 3 ey daes JT5 dezes e o o5l

‘Husband is forbidden from beating his Wife’

Critics of Islam allege that a Muslim husband is allowed to beat-up his wife! Surely, that is not
the case when we carefully scrutinise the Holy Verses of the Quran which have been
misinterpreted. Allah#% Says in Verse 2:187: - Ju EPIRY Ju _» (They are clothing for you
and you are clothing for them), so only an insane wouldn’t take a good care of his/her clothes.
So, it’s the same Command of Allah??¥ for both the husband and the wife to be together in a
cosy relationship, comforting and protecting each other like a comfortable outfit protecting
against all hostile weathers, i.e., trials to be faced in various stages of life.

However, prior to separation and calling for mediation, Islam suggests to the husband in order
to save his marriage, if he fear his wife is going to rebel, he should caution her, stop intimate
relationship and symbolically strike her with a toot-brush (Verses 4:34-35). The Verse 4:34, is
misinterpreted, S, s axUadi 3 aymaly L3 ke 135,50 54 iy (And those whose disobedience

you fear, admonish them, and forsake (leave) them in the beds, and beat them.)
When it was asked from the 5™ Imam™¥s about the interpretation of it, Imam*" replied:
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Regarding the Meaning of and forsake them [4:34] — It has been reported from Abu Ja’farasws
having said: ‘He turns his back to her’.
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And regarding the Meaning of and strike them [4:34] — It has been reported from Abu
Ja’far®Ys having said: ‘It is the beating with the toothbrush (symbolically)’.!

We present another Hadith in the interpretation of 4:34;
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(The book) ‘Figh Al-Reza®%s — ‘And as for the desertion (4:34), it happens from the man and
happens from the woman.
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As for which is from the man, he wants to divorce her, so she says to him, ‘Keep me and for
you is what is upon you, and | hereby gift my nights to you’, and they both reconcile upon
this.
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When the woman desert like the desertion of the man, it is ‘Al-Khul’a’, when it happens from
the woman alone, so she does not obey him, and it is what Allah-3?" Blessed and Exalted Says:
And for those whom you are fearing desertion, advise them and forsake them in the beds
and strike them. [4:34].
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The forsaking is him turning his back towards her in the bed, and beating with the ‘toothbrush’
(Siwak - symbolically) and it’s an example of a friendly touch.
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And as for the breach, it happens from the husband and the wife, both together, just as Allah"
azwi Said: And if you fear a breach between the two, then appoint a judge from his family
and a judge from her family; [4:35], and the man choses a man and the woman chooses a
man. They both gather upon either separation or upon reconciling.
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If they both want reconciliation, then it is not for them (the reconcilers) to mediate, but if
they (husband and wife) want separation, it isn’t for them (reconciler) to mediate except after

seeking instruction of the husband and the wife”.2

The Verse 4:34 refers to near break-down marriage conditions, as the next Verse (4:35)
further explains the conditions of distressed relationship:
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And if you fear a breach between the two, then appoint a judge from his family and a judge
from her family; if they both desire reconciliation, Allah will Harmonise between them; Allah
was always most-Knowing, Aware [4:35]
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‘| asked Al-Abd Salih%s (7t Imam5%s) about the Words of Allah?% Mighty and Majestic And
if you fear a breach between the two, then appoint a judge from his family and a judge from
her family [4:35]. He®"s said: ‘The two judges are required (one from each side), if they so
desire, they (effect) separation, and if they so desire, they (effect) togetherness. Thus,
separation or togetherness, it is allowed’.2

In another Hadith:
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah%s about the Words of Allah??% Mighty and Majestic then appoint a
judge from his family and a judge from her family [4:35], ‘Do you™"* think that the two
judges are allowed, so they say to the man and the woman, ‘Have you not made both of your
matters to us regarding the reconciliation and the separation?’ So, the man and the woman
say, ‘Yes’. So, both of their witnesses testify to that, is it permissible for them to affect a
separation?’ He®%s said: ‘Yes, but it does not happen until the woman is clean from not having
been copulated with from the spouse’.
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It was said to him@"%s, ‘Do you s see that if one of the two judges were to say, ‘| have decided
for the separation between the two of them’, and the other one says, ‘I do not affect a
separation between the two of them?’ So, he®"* said: ‘The separate does not come about
until there is consensus between the two judges upon the separation. So, if they were to
coincide upon the separation, their separation is permitted’.*
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Husband refuses to divorce his wife?
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‘A man and a woman came over to Ali®"¥* and with each one of them was a group of people.
So, Ali®¥s said: ‘Send for a judge from his family and a judge from her family’.
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Then he®"s said to the two judges: ‘Do you two know what is upon you (your
responsibilities)? If you both view that they should be together, gather them, and if you two
see that there should both separate, separate them’.
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So, the woman said, ‘l am pleased with the Book of Allah-#"¥ against me and for me’. But the
man said, ‘As for regarding the separation, so no’. So Ali®"s said: ‘You will not depart until
you accept with what she has accepted with”’.>

‘Striking with the Green branch’ is the Punishment for Immorality:

The critics of Islam, go a further step and quote a Holy Verse (38:44) that a husband can beat
his wife with a green branch but this is completely unrelated Verse and falsely ascribed to
husband and wife interactions but rather Verse establishes the punishment for the immoral
acts between unwell persons, as per its interpretation from Ahadith.

{38:44} u\j\m .\A&!wr,u wf\,uu.u..u ..:-Mu.m_)ﬁuw_&.u».

(We Said): “And take a green branch in your hand and strike with it and do not break your
oath!” We Found him to be patient, the excellent servant. He was penitent [38:44]
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‘Sufyan said to me, ‘I see for you having a status from Abu Abdullah?"%s, so ask him™@%s about
a man who commits adultery and he is sick. If the Legal penalty (Hadd) were to be established
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upon him, he would die. What are you™"s saying with regards to it?’ So | asked him?"s, so
he@Ys said: ‘Is this from yourself or a person told you to ask me"* about it?’ So | said, ‘Sufyan
Al-Sowry asked me that | should ask you"*’.
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So, Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘They came with a man to Rasool-Allah*"% who suffered from
iliness of the belly and the veins of his thighs were visible, and he had committed adultery
with a sick woman. So Rasool-Allah®"" ordered a palm branch which had a hundred stalks to
it, so the man was whipped with it by one lash, and the woman was whipped with it with one
lash, then he™®"VY freed both their ways. Then he " recited this Verse: (We Said): “And take
a green branch in your hand and strike with it and do not break your oath!” .

The Prophet of Islam™***" has forbidden husband from beating his wife:

Rasool Allah*®"" has forbidden husband to beat his wife in his*®"¥ farewell Hajj sermon:
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O you people! The women in your possessions are defenceless! They are neither controlling
any harm for themselves nor benefit. You are taking them in the Entrustment of Allah3" and
are legalising their private parts with the Phrases of Allah?¥, There is a right for you upon

them and there is a right for them upon you.
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And from their rights upon you is that they should not tread on your beds (with someone
else), nor disobey you in good acts. When they do that, for them is their sustenance and their
clothing with the moderation, and you cannot beat them (An extract from the farewell
sermon of Rasool Allah=s2ww).”

6 Al Kafi —V 7 — The Book of Legal Penalties Ch 49 H 1
7 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 74 - The book ‘Al Rawza’ - Ch 6 H 14
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