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In the Name of Allah*" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah™ @ Lord**" of the Worlds, and
Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad=®"" and his*®" Purified Progeny®"*, and greetings with abundant
greetings.
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‘llmul Rijal = An Un-Islamic Tool’

Summary:

‘lIlmul Rijal' means the ‘Knowledge of Men.” It has been extensively developed by the
evaluators of Ahadith (traditions) as they apply biographical evaluation through character
scrutiny of the Hadith transmitters (narrators). ‘limul Rijal’ is also known as the Science of
Narrators, and was cultivated many years after the demise of the Holy Prophet*®*% by those
who opted to run a parallel religion — based on their ‘logic’ (gias) — to that of the Ahl Al-
Bayt®Ys. It is a completely man-made ‘tool’ extensively being applied to weigh and
characterise the Ahadith (traditions of Rasool Allah=?"¥), into over fifty categories (from weak
to strong), in which the transmitters of hadith are evaluated as per people’s opinion about
their truthfulness, religious beliefs and character.

According to lbn Al-Salah, quoting an early religious authority, the first person to specialize in
the study of hadith narrators was Shu‘ba Ibn Al-Hajjaj, followed by Yahya lbn Sa'id Al-Qattan
and then Ahmad ibn Hanbal and Yahya lbn Ma'in.! As many Companions narrated hadith,

according to Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, there were six who were the most trustworthy narrators
among them, who lived longer and reported many Ahadith. They are:

Abu Huraira, Abdullah ibn Umar, Aisha (Prophet’s wife), Jabir Ibn Abdullah (Al-Ansari), Ibn
Abbas and Anas Ibn Malik with Abu Huraira.?2 According to lbn Al-Salah the most prolific
narrators from the Companions was Abu Huraira followed by Ibn Abbas.3

Apart from Jabir lbn Abdullah (Al-Ansari), all the above mentioned narrators had not only
shown their inclinations and support for the enemies of Ahl Al-Bayt@*s, but also on several
occasions deliberately lied against them™@s"s, For example:

a3 ST e B st e W LASTHJB BT e de e Gy 5 5 J6

1 Mugadimah Ibn al-Salah, by Ibn al-Salah, published with Muhasin al-Istilah by al-Bulgini, edited by 'Aishah
bint 'Abd al-Rahman, p. 654, Dar al-Ma'arif, Cairo.

2 Mugadimah Ibn al-Salah, by Ibn al-Salah, edited by 'Aishah bint 'Abd al-Rahman, p. 492, Dar al-Ma'arif, Cairo.
3 Mugadimah lbn al-Salah, by lbn al-Salah, edited by 'Aishah bint 'Abd al-Rahman, p. 492, Dar al-Ma'arif, Cairo.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And it has been reported from (Imam) Ali®"s having said: ‘The most
lying of the people upon Rasool-Allahs®"" is Abu Hureyra Al-Dowsy.”’
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(The book) ‘Al-Khisaal’ — ‘From Ja’far®¥s Bin Muhammad"* having said; ‘Three have lied

upon Rasool-Allah "V — Abu Hureyra, and Anas Bin Malik, and a woman (named above).””>

About Ibn Abbas, in Ahadith we find:
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‘(lmam) AlisWs utilised Abdullah Bin Abbas upon Al-Basra (as governor). He carried away all
the wealth which was in the public treasure at Al-Basra and joined with Makkah and left
(Imam) Ali®"s, and it (the embezzled wealth) reached two million Dirhams.
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‘(Imam) Ali®s%s gscended the pulpit when that reached him=s¥s, He@"s cried. He®%s said: ‘This
is a son of an uncle of Rasool-Allah®"", In his deed and being in his worth, he has done the
like of this? So, how will the ones who are besides him, believe? O Allah22¥! [2s%s gm fed up
with them, so Give me?s"s rest from them and Take me*"s to You??, without frustration nor
weariness.”’®

When Amir Al-Momineen*"* rebuked Ibn Abbas on embezzlement, and when he could not
defend his crimes, he wrote to Amir Al-Momineen#"s:
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They said, ‘Abdullah Bin Al-Abbas wrote to him@"“s: ‘You"“s have frequented upon me (with

the accusation of embezzlement), and by Allah?2¥! If | were to meet Allah®*¥ containing upon
the treasures of the earth, all of them, from its gold and its hoards, and its silver, it would be

4 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 17 H 499
5 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 22, The book of our Prophet-*"", P 3 Ch 37 H 60
6 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 42, The book of History — Amir Al-Momineen*s, Ch 124 H 21
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more beloved to me than if | were to meet Him*" with the blood of a Muslim person (like

you s will — accusing Ali®"s of unjustifiably killing Muslims in the wars).”””

Ibn Abbas along with some other Ahadith transmitters who deliberately lied regarding
narrations, are mentioned in the Appendix I:

The ‘llmul Rijal’ was neither practised during the lifetime of Rasool Allah**"" nor during the
12 Imams®"“s, rather it was being developed in opposition to them?Ys by the general
Muslims who did not take religion from the progeny of Rasool Allah*®¥% and opened the field
of ljtihad (opinion) using ‘llmul Rijal’ to characterise Ahadith of Rasool Allah™@"¥ into various
catagories.

‘llmul Rijal” was borrowed by a group of the followers of the Ahl Al-Bayt?"s from the general
Muslims after the commencement of the Grand Occultation of the 12 Imamfi (329 A.H.)®
and integrated it into the principles of Figh, (i.e., Quran, Ahadith, Ilumul rijal, Istambat
(logic/reasoning) and Ijmah of Ulema (consensus)®. This opened the door of ‘ljtihad and
Tageed’ (use of logic and emulation of scholars) which was completely forbidden by the Ahl
Al-Bayt®%s, but it gradually propagated after the Grand Occultation and today it is widely
practised. A heresy, which general Muslims devised to justify the mistakes and swaying away
from teachings of the Holy Prophet*®"¥, it thrives today — but will be terminated when the
12t Imam@ifi reappears, and he@fi will eliminate these principles as well as the advocates of
these un-Islamic tools.

Another large group from the followers of Ahl Al-Bayt %, doubts the authenticity of the ‘THE
BOOK OF SULAYM BIN QAYS AL-HILALI’ based on ‘llmul Rijal’ by saying that Abaan (who was
custodian of the book of Sulaym during the time of Tageeya) was not a trustworthy narrator.
However, we have Ahadith which say the opposite that Abaan has transmitted from Sylaym
the true Ahadith (as compiled by Sylaym Bin Qays Al-Hilali): for example:

Hadith of Imam Ja’far Al-Sadiq®"* on kitab Sulaym ibn Qays
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7 Bihar Al Awaar — V 40, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen®*"s, Ch 124 H 40 b

8 Shaykh Tusi (995-1067 CE) from the Rijal al-Kashshi ("al-Kashshi's Men") by Muhammad ibn Umar al-Kashshi
(c. 854-941/951)

Rijal al-Najashi ("al-Najashi's Men"), by Ahmad ibn ‘Ali al-Najasht (c. 982-1058)

9 See for example: https://www.al-islam.org/jurisprudence-and-its-principles-murtadha-mutahhari/principles-
jurisprudence-usul-al-
figh#:~:text=The%20Principles%200f%20Jurisprudence,%20bearing%20in%20mind%20that%20its%20concern
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The Sheykh Abdul Naby Al Kazmy in Takmalat Al Rijaal said, ‘I copied from the writing of Al
Majlisi, may Allah-#** have Mercy upon him, who said, ‘I say that | found an old copy of Kitab
Sulaym by two reports between which were simple differences, and written at the end of one
of them was, “This completes Kitab Sulaym Bin Qays Al Hilali” — until it said — A report from
Al-Sadig?¥s, that he™®s said: ‘The ones from our?s"s Shiites and those that loves us?"s, who
does not have Kitab Sulaym Bin Qays Al-Hilali, then there is nothing with him from our-2s"s
matters, nor does he know anything from our?"“s reasons, and it is the Alphabet (Abjad) of
the Shiites, and a secret from the secrets of the Progeny®*s of Mohammeds2w"’ ’’10
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And on the authority of Muhammad ibn Al-Hasan Al-Barathi on the authority of Al-Hasan ibn
Aliibn Kaysan on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Umar al-Yamani on the authority of Ibn Udaynah
on the authority of Aban ibn Abi Ayyash who said: ‘This is a copy of the book of Sulaym ibn
Qays al-Amiri, then al-Hilali gave it to Aban ibn Abi Ayyash and he read it and Aban claimed
that he read it to Ali®"s Ibn Al-Hussain®%* said: ‘Sulaym is right. This is a hadith that we
know.’t!

One may ask here, can one sieve through the thousands of Ahadith in order to find authentic
ones? Yes, there are several Ahadith which guide and assist us in finding true and authentic
words of Ahl Al-Bayt@¥s, for example:
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Abu Ja’far?"¥s said: ‘Rasool-Allah=®"% said during the Farewell Hajj: ‘The lies are frequented
upon me#¥s and will be even more frequent, so one who lies upon me*®¥ deliberately, let
him take his seat from the Fire. So, whenever the Hadeeth comes to you, then present it to
the Book of Allah®" and mys®% Sunnah, and whatever is in accordance with the Book of
Allah?™ and mys®“% Sunnah, take with it, and whatever differs with the Book of Allah®*¥ and
my ¥ Sunnah, do not take with it.””*2
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10 AL MUSTADRAK AL WASAAIL — H 21397
11101 1= 277 Aapdll Jilu s
12 Bjhar Al-Anwaar — V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S2 Ch 29 H 2
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‘From Imam Al-Sadiq Ja’far®%“s Bin Muhammad?%s, from his®%s father?aW%s, from his?Ws
grandfather®%s having said: ‘(Imam) Ali®"s said: ‘Upon every true (matter) there is a reality,
and upon every correctness there is a light. So, whatever is in accordance with the Book of
Allah®% take it, and whatever opposes the Book of Allah??¥, leave it!”’13

In a lengthy Hadith, the 10" Imam=s"s says:
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Then he®%s said: ‘If the Book testifies to the truthfulness and verification of a Hadith
(regardless of its narrators), and a group of the nation denies it and opposes it with one of
these forged hadiths, then by denying and rejecting the Book they become misguided infidels.
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‘And the most correct of what is recognised by its investigation from the Book is like the
Hadeeth, the united upon, from Rasool-Allah*®"¥ where he**"" said: “I*®"¥W am |leaving behind
among you all, two Caliphs — the Book of Allah®% and my"¥ family®%s, Whoever attaches
with these two will never stray after me®"“s, and these two will never separate from each
other until they return to me*®"¥ at the Fountain” (an extract).!*

For more details on establishing the authenticity of a Hadith from Quran and Sunnah of
Prophet=a"¥, see for example: Authenticity of a Hadith and its Criteria | Hubeali.com

Finally, one may ask why is there a need for mentioning the names of the narrators in a chain
of Ahadith? This is as per Ahadith, Masomeen " who have instructed us to mention the
narrators so if it is a lie from them (or one of them) then he would be hold responsible for
ascribing lies. Also, Masomeen™@"s have narrated and encouraged that the Ahadith, where
possible, to be reported in a ‘Marfu’ manner, where the chain of narrators ends up to Rasool
Allah™s@W below we quote two Ahadith related to why there is a need to mention the names
of the narrators, additional Ahadith examples are included in the Appendix Il.
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13 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S2 Ch 29 H 4
14 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S2 Ch 29 H 3
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%s having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®%s said:
‘Whenever you narrate a Hadeeth, so link it to the one who narrated it to you. So if it was
true, it would be for you, and if it was a lie, so it would be upon him.’*
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Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘Beware of the branched out lie!’ It was said to him?%s, ‘And what is
the branched out lie?” He®*¥* said: ‘A man narrates to you a Hadeeth, so you neglect him and

report it from the person from whom he had narrated the Hadeeth.’1®

Before we look at the origin of llmul Rijal and practices of the Ahl Al-Bayt-asws on refuting
the fabricated Ahadith, we can sum up the above discussion:

Conclusions of the Summary:

Since IImul Rijal is a man-made tool, without having any Islamic basis, its application has
severe consequences, e.g., instead of understanding Ahadith from Quran and other Ahadith,
Ahadith are characterised into various forms (i.e., over 50 types) thereby creating doubts and
conviction in the religion. The Holy Quran we have in our hands today, was compiled by
Usman lbn Affan (i.e., known as Sahifa e Usmaniya), can one characterise its Verses like the
way Ahadith are characterised? However, we disregard IImul Rijal here and turn to Ahadith in
the interpretation of Quranic Verses, which is a correct approach as per Ahadith. So why
would one not adhere to the criteria given in Ahadith for establishing the authenticity of
Ahadith? From the above cited Ahadith, if one applies IImul Rijal on Ahadith, Ibn Abbas —who
was declared corrupt by Amir Al-Momineen Imam Ali ¥ —is treated as a trustworthy Ahadith
narrator, whereas two Imams2*"s (the 4™ and 6%") had accepted the Kitab Sulym bin Qais Hilali;
but when the flawed tool of lImul Rijal is applied, ‘Abaan’ (the main transmitter of the book)
is considered unreliable and hence doubts are casted regarding the authenticity of the first
Shia book.

The origin of the limul Rijal:

The origin of llmul Rijal can be traced from the ‘Tafseer Bil Ra'yi’ (interpretation by opinion),
of the following Quranic Verse:

{49:6} Gt i U o 1 a8 allz sl 1) O 1288 S 58 2550 0y AT sl T

15 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 7
16 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 12
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O you who believe! If a transgressor comes to you with news, then investigate, lest you
harm a people in ignorance, and you would become remorseful upon what you have done
[49:6]

In the Holy Verse [49:6], Allah-3"¥ has already Said that if a transgressor brings a piece of news,
then investigate the news - as it could either be correct or false ‘news’. In the event of correct
news, one has to accept the news - even if it was originally transmitted by a wicked person!
This would eradicate the reliance of the above man-made criteria, i.e., ‘limul Rijal - but why?
For example, in a Hadith:
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah@"Ys about the differing in the Hadeeth, shall | report it from the one
whom | trust it with, and among them were ones whom | do not trust with it?’ So he®" said:
‘When a Hadeeth is reported to you, and you find evidence for it from the Book of Allah-#2%i,
or from the words of Rasool-Allah**"%, and whoever, he who brought it to you is more
deserving of it (True Hadeeth).”1®

How did the Holy Imams#"* Refute the False Ahadith?

Based on the criteria of the Hadith above (that a Hadith is to be compared with the Book or
Words of Rasool Allah=@¥%), Imam Ali Al-Reza®"* refuted several fabricated Ahadith, in the
court of Al-Ma’mum Al-Rashid, when a deliberate attempt was made to praise some
unworthy companions of Rasool AllahsawW:
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‘And it is reported that Al-Mamoun, after having got his daughter Umm Al-Fazl married to
Abu Ja’far®"“s, was in a gathering and in his presence were Abu Ja’far®%s, and Yahya Bin
Aksam, and a large group.
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Yahya Bin Aksam said to him™?V%s, ‘O son®"* of Rasool-Allah®"¥! What are you®"“* saying

regarding the Hadeeth which is being reported that Jibraeel™ had descended unto Rasool-
Allahs®"% and said: ‘O Muhammad=2*"! Allah-#" Mighty and Majestic Conveys the Greetings

(6 37 o )l bt 2475 sV 3kt Jle Cuned 2 (1) Y
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to you™s®™¥ and Says to you™@¥: ‘Ask Abu Bakr, is he pleased with Me?", for I¥% am Pleased
with him!”’
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Abu Ja’'far@%s said: ‘1I°**%* am not a denier of the merit of Abu Bakr, but it obligated upon the
owner (reporter) of this Hadeeth that he takes an example of the Hadeeth which Rasool-Allah
$aWW had said during the farewell Hajj: ‘The liars upon me=*"¥" have become a lot, and they will
be becoming ever more. The one who lies upon me deliberately, so let him assume his seat
from the Fire! So, whenever a Hadeeth comes to you, then present it to the Book of Allah-2%
and my Sunnah. Whatever is in accordance with the Book of Allah®** and my Sunnah, take
with it, and whatever opposes the Book of Allah?* and my*®** Sunnah, do not take with it.
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And this Hadeeth is not in accordance with the Book of Allah-?", Allah?¥ the Exalted Said:
And We Created the human being, and We know what his mind suggests to his self, and We
are nearer to him than his jugular vein [50:16]. Would Allah?*I Mighty and Majestic Hide
from him the pleasure of Abu Bakr from his anger until He®® Asks from His®¥ hidden
secrets? This is impossible in the intellects!’
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Then Yahya Bin Aksam said, ‘And it has been reported that an example of Abu Bakr and Umar
in the earth is like an example of Jibraeel® and Mikaeel™ in the sky’.
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He % said: ‘And this as well obligates that one looks into it, because Jibraeel® and Mikaeel
3 are ones of proximity to Allah®%¥, They? do not disobey Allah®% at all, nor do they
separate from His®" obedience for one moment, and these two (Abu Bakr and Umar) had
associated with Allah®* Mighty and Majestic, and they became Muslims after the Shirk, and
most of their days (life) were in Shirk with Allah=?% It is therefore impossible that these two
can be resembled with those two.’

4 Jyal b 2 B o310 st Lall o) 8 5 5% J6

Yahya said, ‘And it has been reported as well that these two (Abu Bakr and Umar) are two
chiefs of the elderly people of the Paradise. So, what (are) you™®"s saying regarding it?’
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He s said: ‘And this Hadeeth is an impossibility as well because the people of Paradise, all
of them would be youths, and there will not happen to be any elderly among them. And this
Hadeeth has been placed by the clan of Umayya in order to oppose the Hadeeth which Rasool-
Allah®"" said regarding Al-Hassan?"s and Al-Husayn?"s, that they " are two chiefs of the
youths of people of Paradise.’

g32se 4l le DLl am s Min ol b ped i) il g8 M Wbl o () 3 G 5 1 La)l asils (3 g o18 esdl JB
Mogin i Lol g 2t Lt s Ll toendt g ol (3 4T 5 ade ) Jo 8 e () U gl 5l g0 0T 3

Note: The Sheykh said in ‘Talkhees Al Shafy’, ‘And as for the Hadeeth which comprises that
these two (Abu Bakr and Umar) are two chiefs of the elderly people of Paradise’, so the one
who contemplates on the origin of this Hadeeth with an eye of fairness would know that it
was placed during the days of the clan of Umayya in contradiction to what is reported from
his ™" words, may the Salawaat of Allah™®?"i be upon him=®", regarding Al-Hassan®"* and
Al-Husayn®%s that they®"“* are two chiefs of the youths of people of Paradise, and their"“s
father®"s js better than them "’
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And this Hadeeth, which is claiming it had been reported from Ubeydullah Bin Umar, and the
state of Ubeydullah in turning away from People®"s of the Household is well known and is as
well like the one pulling to himself.
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(It is) based upon that it is not vacant from that it is intended by its words, ‘Two chiefs of the
elderly people of Paradise’ — they are chiefs of elderly of the ones who are in the Paradise, or
it is intended that they are two chiefs of the ones from the elderly of the world who would be
entering the Paradise.
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So if it were the first, that is false because Rasool-Allah=" has made us aware and the
community is united upon that entirety of the people of Paradise would be hairless, tall, and
an elderly would not enter it.
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And if it were the second, so that is a repellent and contradictory to the Hadeeth, the concurred
upon its reporting from his=®" words regarding Al-Hassan®"“* and Al-Husayn®"“*, may the

greetings be upon them ™%, that they®"* are two chiefs of the youths of the people of
Paradise and their®"“* father®" is better than them"s.”
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(This is) because this Hadeeth contradicts, they are two chiefs of every one who enters the
Paradise when no one except the youths would be entering it. So Abu Bakr and Umar, and
every elderly in the world are included in the totality that they®"“* would be their chiefs.
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And the Hadeeth, which is reported, contradicts, Abu Bakr and Umar are their®"“* chiefs from

where they are two chiefs of the elderly in the word, and they **"* are from the totality of the
ones who are elderly in the world.’
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Yahya Bin Aksan said, ‘And it is reported that Umar Bin Al-Khattab is a lantern of the people
of Paradise.’
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He % said: ‘And this as well is impossible, because in the Paradise there are Angels of Allah"
azwj the ones of proximity, and Adam2s and Muhammad™=2"¥ and entirety of the Prophets and

the Messengers™®*, can they not be illuminated except the by the Noor of Umar?’
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Note: But the apparent from the Words of the Exalted: Reclining therein upon the couches,

neither seeing (heat of a) sun therein nor intense cold [76:13], and Words of the Exalted:

They and their wives would be in shades, reclining upon the couches [36:56]. The Paradise,
there isn’t any darkness in it until one could be needy to the lantern.
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Yahya said, ‘And it has been reported that the tranquillity speaks upon the tongue of Umar.’
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He@%s said: ‘IS am not a denier of the merits of Umar, but Abu Bakr is superior to Umar.

He had said on top of the pulpit, ‘There is a Satan™ for me appearing to me. So whenever |

deviate, then guide me!”
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Note: He had said that and resembling it, more than once. From that are his words, ‘| am ruling
upon you, and | am not the best of you. If you were to see me upon the truth, then assist me,
and if you see me upon the falsehood, then guide me’.
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And his words, ‘But, by Allah™°?"i!1 | am not the best of you all, and | had been abhorrent to this
position of mine, and | would have loved it if there was someone among you who could suffice
me. Are you thinking that | shall be conducting among you all with the Sunnah of Rasool-Allah
saww? Then | shall not be standing by it. Rasool-Allah*®"" was protected by the Revelation, and
there was an Angel with him=®", and for me there is a Satan™ appearing to me. Whenever |
am angry, then stay away from me. If | don’t prefer regarding your poems and your news then
look after me. If | am straight, then assist me, and if | am crooked, then straighten me.’
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The Seyyid Husayn Bahr Al Uloom said in the notes of ‘Talkhees Al Shafy’ V 2 P 9, ‘And with
these expressions and its resembling, you will find books of the people filled with it. Refer to
‘Musnad’ of Ahmad V 1 P 14, and ‘Al Riyaz Al Nazara’ V 1 P 170, and ‘Kanz Al Ammal’ V 3 P
126, and ‘Tabaqaat Ibn Sa’ad’ V 3 P 139, and ‘Al Imamah Wa Al Siyasa’ V 1 P 16, and ‘Tareekh’
of Al Tabari V 3 P 210, and ‘Seerah’ of Ibn Hisham V 4 P 340.
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I (Majlisi) am saying, ‘And in ‘Al Tab’at Al Akheera’, from it V 2 P 661, and ‘Uyoon Al Akhbar’
V2P 234, and ‘Al Iqd’ of Al Fareed V' 2 P 158, and ‘Tareekh Al Khulafa’ of Al Suyuti P 47, and
‘Al Seerah Al Hakabiya’ V 3 P 388, and ‘Sharah’ of Ibn Al Hadeed V' 1 P 134, and ‘Tahzeeb Al
Kamaal V 1 P 6, and ‘Al Majtana’ of Ibn Dareyd P 27, and other such, a lot from the books of
the people.

_ 2
a4 40 s % 2of

Yahya said, ‘It is being reported that the Prophet=a¥¥ said; ‘If I*®"W had not been Sent, Umar
would have been Sent (as Prophet®).’
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He2%s said: ‘The Book of Allah?¥i is more truthful than this Hadeeth. Allah?" is Saying in His
azwj Book: And when We Took from the Prophets, their Covenants, and from you, and from
Noah [33:7]. Allah®*"i had Taken the Covenant of the Prophets?, so how is it possible that
He?™i would Replace His®" Covenant, and the Prophets? did not commit Shirk even for the
blink of an eye?
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‘How can He?*" Send with the Prophet-hood someone who had committed Shirk, and most
of his days were with the Shirk with Allah-?*I? And Rasool-Allah"¥ was a Prophet®"¥ while
Adam™ was between the spirit and the body!’
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Yahya Bin Aksam said, ‘And it is being reported that the Prophet*®"¥ said: ‘The Revelation was
not Withheld from me=2¥" at all except I*®"¥ thought it had been Revealed upon the family
of Al-Khattab.”
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He #%s said: ‘And this is impossible because it is not allowed that the Prophet=2¥" would doubt
regarding his®*% own Prophet-hood. Allah®?¥ the Exalted Said: Allah Chooses messengers
from among the Angels and from the people; surely Allah is Hearing, Seeing [22:75]. How is
it possible that the Prophet-hood would be transferred from the one Allah??¥ the Exalted had
Chosen to the one who was committing Shirk with Him-32%?’
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Yahya Bin Aksam said, ‘It is reported that the Prophet=®¥" said: ‘If the Punishment were to
descend, no one would be saved from it except Umar.’
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He2%s said: ‘This is impossible as well. Allah-#V the Exalted is Saying: And Allah was not going
to Punish them while you were among them, nor would Allah Punish them while they are
seeking Forgiveness [8:33]. The Glorious has Informed that He®*" will not Punish anyone for
as long as Rasool-Allah=®"% is among them, and for as long as they (people) are seeking
Forgiveness of Allah#" the Exalted.”’*?

19 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 50, The book of History — Muhammad Bin Ali***, Ch 4 H 6
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A Hadith can be taken from a liar if its words are true:
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‘I asked Ja’far?®"“s Bin Muhammad?*s, ‘l tend to lead my people (in Salat), and | am loud with:
In the Name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful [1:1].
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He@%s said: ‘Yes, true, be loud with it, for Rasool-Allah®"Y had been loud with it.’
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Then he®"s said: ‘Rasool-Allah*®"¥ was from most excellent of people in voice with the
Quran. When he*®" stood from the night and prayed Salat, Abu Jahl"@ and the Polytheists
came listening to his*®"¥ recitation. When he*®"" said: In the Name of Allah the Beneficent,

the Merciful [1:1], they placed their fingers in their ears and they fled. When he*®"" was free
from that, they came (back) and listened.’
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And Abu Jahl"® had said, ‘lbn Abu Kabasha (i.e. Rasool-Allah2%¥) tends to repeat the Name of
hissaWW Lord-22¥i, He™S®WW |oves Him32Wi’
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Ja’far Sadig@“* said: ‘He™™ (Abu Jahl) spoke truth and even though he™® was a liar.’
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He 2% said: ‘Allah??" Revealed: And whenever you mention your Lord in the Quran as being
One, they turn around upon their backs in aversion [17:46], and it is: In the Name of Allah

the Beneficent, the Merciful [1:1].”%°

In another Hadith:

Amir Al-Momineen?*"* Ratified that Usman spoke the truth
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20 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 46 H 29
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As for Usman, he was better than the two of them. He said some words, days ago, that |-@s%s
sympathised with and his speech pleased me™s%s, |#Ws was seated in his presence at his house
when Aisha and Hafsa came over seeking their inheritance from the loss of the Messenger of
Allah"% and their wealth which was in his hands. He said, ‘No, by Allah?%, there is no
honour for the two of you, nor any enjoyment from it, but | have been permitted by the very
testimonies that you two bore against yourselves. The two of you testified to your own two
fathers that you two had heard the Messenger of Allah™*®"¥ saying: ‘The Prophet™®"¥* does not
bequeath, whatsoever that he*®"¥ |eaves behind is charity’. Then the two of you teamed-up
an uncouth Bedouin who was urinating like an animal and cleaning himself with his own urine
(Malik Bin Aws Bin Al-Hadsaan), so he testified with the two of you. And there was none
among the companions of the Messenger of Allah®"" neither from the Emigrants nor from
the Helpers who testified to that apart from the two of you and that Bedouin.
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‘But, by Allah??, there is no doubt that he lied against the Messenger of Allah2%%, and the
two of you lied with him. But for me, | am permitted by the very testimonies of the two of
you against your own selves, so go away, for there is no right for the two of you.’ So, the two
of them left from his presence cursing and insulting him.

So he said, ‘Come back, did not the two of you testify that in the presence of Abu Bakr?’ They
said, ‘Yes’. He said, ‘So if the two of you have testified by the truth, there is no right now for
the two of you, and if the two of you have testified falsely, then upon the two of you, and the
one who permitted your testimonies, are the Curses of Allah"#*" and His®*¥ Angels, and all of
the people.’
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He@%s said: ‘Then he (Usman) looked at me®%s, smiled, then said, ‘O Abu Al-Hassan®"“*, was
| just with two of them?’ | said, ‘Yes, by Allah-#*%, you have conveyed and spoken the truth.
Allah?™ will not but humiliate the two of them.” 1% sympathised with Usman, and 13s%s
knew that he only intended to please me®"* by that, and he was similar to the two of them
(Abu Bakr and Umar) in unjust, and held back from us?"s (our rights) more than the two of
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them, and it was not an excuse for him, nor an argument that he could construct against
us?%s and his claim over our?"s rights.’%!

Appendix I: Ahadith on some of the well-known liars
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‘Abu Abdullah%s said: ‘We s the People s of the Household are truthful. We 5" are not
devoid of the lying one lying upon us®%s, and he drops our@%s truthfulness in the presence
of the people by his lies. Rasool-Allah=®"" is the most truthful of the people in tone, and
Musaylam™ lied upon him=a"w,
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‘And Amir Al-Momineen3"s was the most truthful person of Allah-*" from after Rasool-Allah-
saww “and the one who lied upon him?*s and worked in belying his@*s truthfulness with what
he fabricated upon him?"s from the lies was Abdullah lbn Saba, may Allah-3*" Curse him.
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‘And Abu Abdullah Al-Husayn Bin Ali®"s had been tempted by Al-Mukhtar.” Then Abu
Abdullah?®"“s mentioned Al-Haris Al-Shamy, and Banan, and he®"* said: ‘Both of them had
lied upon Ali®"s Bin Al-Husayn®"“*. Then he?®"s mentioned Al-Mugheira Bin Saeed, and
Bazia, and Al-Sary, and Abu Al-Khattab, and Ma’mara, and Bashara Al-Ash’ary, and Hamza Al-
Barbary, and Sa’id Al-Nahdy, and he®"s said: ‘May Allah®" Curse them. We"* are not
devoid from a liar lying upon us?"s, or a frustrated one of the opinions. Allah®" Suffices
us%s as a Supporter against every liar and would Make them taste the heat of the iron.”??

Ahadith on the character of Ibn Abbas:

Abd Allah ibn ‘Abbas (c. 619 — 687 CE — 1-87 A.H.), also known as lbn ‘Abbas, is known to be
one of the cousins of the prophet Muhammad=2"Y, Ibn ‘Abbas has transmitted many Ahadith
and is considered to be the greatest mufassir of the Qur'an by most Muslims. Below we
present some Ahadith which highlight his character.

21 The Book of Sulaym Bin Qays Al-Hilali, H. 14, see for example: https://hubeali.com/kitab-e-sulaym/
22 Bjhar Al-Anwaar — V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 28 H 12
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‘(lmam) AlisWs utilised Abdullah Bin Abbas upon Al-Basra (as governor). He carried away all
the wealth which was in the public treasure at Al-Basra and joined with Makkah and left
(Imam) Ali®"s, and it (the embezzled wealth) reached two million Dirhams.
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Imam Ali®"s ascended the pulpit when that reached him. He®"s cried. He™"* said: ‘This is a
son of an uncle of Rasool-Allah=®"¥, In his deed and being in his worth, he has done the like
of this? So, how will the ones who are besides him, believe? O Allah-#%! |%s am fed up with
them, so Give me™?"s rest from them and Take me"s to You??, without frustration nor
weariness.”’%3

In another report:
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‘When Abdullah Bin Abbas carried away (embezzled) the public treasury of Al-Basra and went
with it to Al-Hijaz, Imam Ali®"s Bin Abu Talib*"* wrote to him: ‘From a servant of Allah-?%
Ali@%s Bin Abu Talib®"s to Abdullah Bin Abbas. As for after, 1" used to participate you in
my %S entrustments and there did not happen to be anyone from my2"s family members
more trustworthy than you regarding myself, for consoling me s and supporting me?"“s and
fulfilling the entrustments to me=@s"s,
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‘But when you saw the times have overturned upon the son?®"s of your uncle®, and the
enemies had waged war upon him™®%s and the entrustments of the people had been
betrayed, and these matters had become widespread, you turned your back to the son*s of
your uncle® (like the) madman and separated from him?"s with the separating ones and
abandoned him™@"s with evil abandoning of the abandoning ones.

23 Bihar Al Awaar —V 40, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen®"s, Ch 124 H 21 a
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‘It is as if you did not intend Allah??" with your Jihad, and it is as if you did not happen to be
upon a Proof from your Lord??, and it is as if you were rather plotting against the community
of Muhammad=*"" upon their religion and intended to deceive them. So, when the difficulty
enabled you (an opportunity) in betraying the community of Muhammad=2"", you were quick
with the pouncing and hastened the enmity, so you snatched upon whatever you were able
upon like the snatching by the wolf of the still, injured, helpless goat.
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‘May there be no father for you! It is as if you were taking it to your family, the inheritance
from your father and your mother. Glory be to Allah-?*il Do you not believe in the Hereafter?
Or do you not fear from the evil Reckoning? Or is it not grievous upon you that you have
bought the slave girls, and married the women with the wealth of the widows and the
emigrants, those Allah®¥ had Legalised this city upon them?
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‘Return to the people their wealth! By Allah?¥! If you do not do so, then Allah?* Enables
me3%s from you, "¢ shall excuse (myself3%s) regarding you. By Allah-3?"| By Allah3?¥/! Even
if HassanYs and Husayn™**s had done like that which you have done, there would have been
no leniency with me?%“s for them@"“* regarding that, nor for one of them™"s there is any
allowance with meYs, until 1®%* take back the right and obliterate the tyranny from its
injustices. And the greetings!’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Abdullah Bin Abbas wrote to him@¥, ‘As for after your?s"s |etter came
to me making a big thing upon me having taken the wealth which | have taken from the public
treasury of Al-Basra. And, by my life! For me, in the public treasure, is more than what | have
taken. And the greetings!’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘(Imam) Ali®"s Bin Abu Talib®"* wrote to him: ‘As for after, so the
surprise of all surprises is your adorning yourself that in the public treasury of Allah-?", there
is for you more than (the share of) wealth of one man from the Muslims, so you have
succeeded. If your wish and your claim is false, it would not happen to rescue you from the
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sin and permit for you what Allah"#*% has Prohibited unto you. May Allah"#*" Give you long
life, for you are the guided servant, then.
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‘It has reached me@"s that you have taken Makkah as a homeland and have struck a tannery
at it, buying slave girls of Makkah and Al-Taif, choosing them before your eyes, and giving
regarding them the wealth of others. And 1% swear by Allah™#¥, my2"s Lord?*" and your
Lord®%, Lord?™ of Might! What makes me?¥s happy is that whatever I**¥s have taken from
their wealth for me™?®"“s, is Permissible. 1% shall leave it for my?@Ws posterity as an
inheritance.
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‘So, do not be intensely proud with happiness, consuming it slowly, slowly. It is as if you have
reached the end, and you are presented to your Lord?? in the place of the one who wishes
the return (to the world) the wastage of the repentance of that: so they called out for escape
when it was too late? [38:3]. And the greeting.’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Abdullah Bin Abbas wrote to him™?%s, ‘As for after, you@"“* have
(spoken) a lot upon me. By Allah®"l If | meet Allah®¥ with the entirety of what is in the
earth, from its gold and its treasures, it would be more beloved to me than if | were to meet
Allah?2¥ with the blood of a Muslim man (like you?*s will — God Forbid Nouzo Billah).”’?*

A similar account is also reported by Syed Razi in Nahj Al-Balagah:
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From a letter of his®"s to Abdullah Bin Al-Abbas: ‘As for after, 1*"* used to participate you in
my s entrustments and made you my @ consultant and my2*s confidant, and there does
not happen to be any man among my?%“ family members more trustworthy than you are
regarding myself®"%s, to sympathise with me?®%s, and as my®"“* back-up, and fulfilling the
entrustments to@"s,

24 Bihar Al Awaar —V 40, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen®"s, Ch 124 H 21 b
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‘When you (Ibn Abbas) saw the times to have overturned upon the son?"s of your uncle™,
and the enemies to have declared war, and entrustments of the people to have been sold-
out, and this community had assaulted and vacated, you (lbn Abbas) overturned to the son-
asws of your uncle®, exposing the shield, so you separated along with the separating ones, and
forsook along with the forsaking ones, and betrayed him?**s along with the betraying ones.
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‘Thus, you neither comforted the son?"s of your uncle™ nor did you fulfil the entrustments,
and it is as if you do not happen to intend Allah®* in your Jihad, and it is as if you do not
happen to be any proof from your Lord??, and it is as if you were rather plotting with this
community about their world and intending to deceive them of their war booty.
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‘When the difficulties enabled you in betraying the community, you were quick of the turning
and hastened the pouncing and you snatched from their wealth whatever you were able upon
which had been protected for their widows and their orphans (like) the snatching by the wolf
a wounded goat, helpless. Then you carried it to Al-Hijaz, broadening the chest, carrying it
without any guilt of having taken it.

Bl O 3daadl G oledt s e OE G 5Tty 23 G T s al 5 oLt e s &1 e e S of Vo

S 5 e

‘It is as if there was no father for others, you rolled down upon the people as being your
inheritance from your father and your mother. Glory be to Allah??¥! Are you not believing in
the Hereafter? Are you not fearing from the argument of the Reckoning? O you, the one who
was counted with us as being with the understanding!
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‘How can you partake drink and food and you know that you are eating unlawfully and
drinking unlawfully, and you are buying the maids and marrying the women from the wealth
of the orphans and the poor and the Momineen and the fighters, the ones Allah®¥ had
Legalised this wealth upon them and Protects this city by them?
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‘Fear Allah®™i, and return to these people their wealth, for you, if you do not do so, then
Allah#% Enables mes"s from you, 1% shall excuse myself3"s to Allah-#?" regarding you and
strike you with my?5¥s sword which no one has been struck by it except he entered the Fire.
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‘And, by Allah#%, even if Al-Hassan?%s and Al-Hassan"s were to do similar to your deed
which you have done, there would not have been any clemency for them2¥s with me?"s nor
any success from mes until 1°*"s would have taken it back from them?*"s and removed the
falsehood from their?s"“s injustices.
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‘And I*%s swear by Allah??, Lord??" of the worlds! It would not make me2¥s happy if I#"
were to take it from their wealth as being permissible for me?¥* and leave it as an inheritance
for the ones after me™@s%s,
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‘Have a little shame! It is as if you have reached the limit (of your life), and have already been
buried under the soil, and your deeds are being presented to you at the place which the unjust
one would be calling out in with the regret and he who wasted would wish for the return
during it: so they called out for escape when it was too late? [38:3].”%°

b ol st S 51 A8 i 6T s 05 6 i ide 10 Liss ¢ ol ) T 5 s BT U s il s 6 5

ozl 5 BaeT G B Jud e g B 5 o 5l JU o e S

And it has been reported by the reporters of these words, ‘Abdullah Bin Abbas wrote an
answer to Ali®"s of this letter. And his answer was, ‘As for after, your?s*s |etter has come to
me magnifying upon me what | had attained from the public treasury of Al-Basra, and by my
life, my right in the public treasury is more than what | have taken. And the greetings.’
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They said, Imam Ali-®%s wrote to him: ‘As for after, surely from the wonders is that your soul
is adorning for you that there is a right for you in the public treasury more than what is for a
man from the Muslims, so you have succeeded. If your false wishes and your claiming what
cannot save you from the sins, and permits for you the prohibited, then you are the guided,
the fortunate.

25 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 29 H 705 a
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‘And it has reached me™®"s that you had taken Makkah as a homeland and have struck
watering places at it, buying women of Makkah, and Al-Medina, and Al-Taif, choosing them
to be upon your spies, and giving them wealth of others.
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‘Return, may Allah?" Guide you to your rightful guidance, and repent to Allah-?", your Lord"
azwi and bring out to the Muslims their wealth, for after a little while you will separate from
the one you love and you will leave whatever you have amassed, and you will disappear into
a crack of the earth, neither cushioned nor paved. You would separate from the loved ones
and settle in the soil, and facing the Reckoning, needless from what you had left behind to
what you have sent ahead. And the greetings.’
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They said, Abdullah Bin Al-Abbas wrote to him, ‘As for after, you™®"* have frequented upon
me, and by Allah®%, if | were to meet Allah®*¥ having encompassed upon the treasures of
the earth, all of them, from its gold and its minerals, and its silver, it would be more beloved
to me than if | were to meet Him3" with the blood of a Muslim person (like you?"s have).
And the greetings.”’2¢
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From Abu Ja’far?%s the 2™ having said: Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘While my25%s father?%s was
seated, and in his®%s presence were a number (of people), when (suddenly) he**s laughed
until his@"s eyes filled up with tears. Then he®"s said: ‘Do you know what made me?"s
laugh?’ So they said, ‘No.’

He 2" said: ‘Ibn Abbas is alleging that he is from the ones who said: Surely those who say,
‘Our Lord is Allah?’, then they are steadfast [41:30].
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26 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 29 H 705 b
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%S said to him: ‘Have you (ever) seen the Angels, O Ibn Abbas, informing you of their
Wilayah for you in the world and the Hereafter, along with the security from the fear and the
grief?” So he said, ‘Allah?? Blessed and Exalted is Saying: But rather, the Momineen are
brothers, [49:10], and the entirety of the community is included in this.” So 1% smiled, then
I#sWs said, ‘You speak the truth, O Ibn Abbas! 1% hereby adjure you to Allah??¥, is there any
differing in the Judgments of Allah32¥, Majestic is His**"I Mention?’ So he said, ‘No.’
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‘I*%s said: ‘What is your view regarding a man who strikes a man’s fingers with the sword until
they drop off, then he goes, and another man comes over, so he cuts off his palm, so he comes
with it to you, and you are a judge, how would you deal with it?’ He said, ‘1 would say to this
cutter to give him the wergild of his palm, and | would be saying to this cut one to reconcile
with him upon whatever he so desires to and send him to a just one (for arbitration).’
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‘I*ws said, ‘(Then) there would have come a differing in the Judgments of Allah??¥, Mighty is
His#" Mentioned, and you have broken the first words (of yours). Allah3?¥, Mighty is His3?¥
Mention, Refuses, that something should occur among His?®% creatures, from the Legal
Penalties and there isn’t its interpretation in the earth. Cut the palm of the cutter from its
roots, then give him the wergild of the fingers.
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‘This is how Allah?" Judged, the night in which His**"/ Command descended. If you were to

reject it after what you heard from Rasool-Allah®"%, so Allah?** would Enter you into the
Fires just as He®*" Blinded your vision on the day you denied upon Ali®"s Bin Abu Talib3sWs’
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He said, ‘So was my vision blinded due to that? And what made you™®"“s know that, for by
Allah??, my vision was not blinded except from a flap of a wing of an Angel.” He®%s said: ‘I
asws smiled, then left him on that day due to the absurdity of his intellect.
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‘Then I met him, so I said: ‘O Ibn Abbas! You did not speak with truthfulness like what
you did yesterday. Ali®%s Bin Abu Talib®"* said to you: ‘The Night of Pre-determination
(Laylat Al-Qadr) is in every year, and it descends during that night with the Commands of the
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year, and for that Command are Master (Wali Al-Amr) after Rasool-Allah™®"% You said: ‘Who
are they?’ He"Ys said: ‘I°**%* and eleven from my2%“* descendants, Imams?%“s, Muhaddisun.’

I
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‘You said, ‘1 have not seen it as such except with Rasool-Allah**%".” The Angel who used to
narrate to him=®"%, appeared to you, and he (angel) said: ‘You lie, O Ibn Abbas! | (angel) saw
with my eyes that which Ali®*"* narrated to you with,” and his (lbn Abbas’s eyes) did not see
him, but his heart felt it, and it occurred in his hearing. Then he (angel) flapped you with his
wing, so you were blinded.’
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He?"s said: ‘lbn Abbas said, ‘We are differing with regards to something, so its Judgment is
to Allah®i.” 2% said to him: ‘So would Allah®?" Judge regarding a Judgment from His2?%
Judgments with two Commands?’ He said, ‘No.” I®*"s said: ‘Over here you perish and cause
others to perish.”?’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"“s having said: ‘While my?"s father?%s was
seated, and in his®%s presence were a number (of people), when (suddenly) he?"s laughed
until his@"s eyes filled up with tears. Then he®"s said: ‘Do you know what made me?"s
laugh?’ So they said, ‘No.” He™®"s said: ‘Ibn Abbas is alleging that he is from [41:30] (As for)
those who say: Our Lord is Allah, then are steadfast.
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‘So 1% said to him: ‘Have you (ever) seen the Angels, O Ibn Abbas, informing you of their
Wilayah for you in the world and the Hereafter, along with the security from the fear and the
grief?” So he said, ‘Allah®%i Blessed and High is Saying [49:10] But rather, the Believers are
brothers, and the entirety of the community is included in this.” So | smiled, then | said, ‘You
speak the truth, O Ibn Abbas! s hereby adjure you to Allah?¥, is there any differing in the
Judgments of Allah™, Majestic is His#" Mention?’ So he said, ‘No.’
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‘So I"#%s said: ‘What is your view regarding a man who strikes a man’s fingers with the sword
until they drop off, then he goes and another man comes over, so he cuts off his palm, so he
comes with it to you, and you are a judge, how would you deal with it?’ He said, ‘1 would say

27 Bihar Al Awaar —V 40, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen®"s, Ch 124 H 27
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to this cutter to give him the wergild of his palm, and | would be saying to this cut one to
reconcile with him upon whatever he so desires to, and send him to a just one (for
arbitration).’
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‘I%s said, ‘(Then) there would have come a differing in the Judgments of Allah3?¥, Mighty is
His?" Mentioned, and you have broken the first words (of yours). Allah=?%, Mighty is His32%
Mention, Refuses that something should occur among His?®% creatures, from the Legal
Penalties and there isn’t its interpretation in the earth. Cut the palm of the cutter from its
roots, then give him the wergild of the fingers. This is how Allah??¥ Judged, the night in which
His?"l Command descended. If you were to reject it after what you heard from Rasool-Allah
saww 5o Allah®" would Enter you into the Fires just as He®" Blinded your vision on the day
you denied upon Ali®%s Bin Abu Talib?sws’
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‘He said, ‘So it was due to that my vision was blinded? And what made you?*"s know that, for
by Allah®?¥, my vision was not blinded except from a flap of a wing of an Angel.” So I#"s
smiled, then left him on that day of his due to the absurdity of his intellect.
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‘Then %S met him, so I*%$ said: ‘O |bn Abbas! You did not speak with truthfulness like what
you did yesterday. Ali®%s Bin Abu Talib®"s said to you: ‘The Night of Pre-determination
(Laylat Al-Qadr) is in every year, and it descends during that night with the Commands of the
year, and for that Command are Master (Wali Al-Amr) after Rasool-Allah*®"¥.” So you said:
‘Who are they? So he™®%s said: ‘I*% and eleven from my?%“s descendants, Imams?"s,
Muhaddisun.’
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‘So you said, ‘I have not seen it as such except with Rasool-Allah=®"".” So the Angel who used
to narrate to him@%“s, appeared to you, and he said: ‘You lie, O Ibn Abbas! | saw with my eyes
that which Ali®*%s narrated to you with’, and his (lbn Abbas’s eyes did not see him, but his

heart felt it, and it occurred in his hearing. Then he flapped you with his wing, so you were
blinded.’
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‘So Ibn Abbas said, ‘We are differing with regards to something, so its Judgment is to
Allah?2¥” So %s said to him: ‘So would Allah?? Judge regarding a Judgment from His?"
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Judgments with two Commands?’ He said, ‘No.” So I®% said: ‘Over here you perish and cause
others to perish.’?®
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(Al-Ashtar) said, when Imam Ali®*"s made the sons of Al-Abbas to be governors upon Al-Hijaz
and Al-Yemen and Al-Iraq, ‘So, why did we fight the sheykh (Usman) yesterday?’ And Imam
Ali®%s 'when these words reached him?*"s presented him and was kind to him and excused
to him, and said to him: ‘Have I"*%* made a governor of Hassan®%s, or Husayn?*, or anyone
from the sons of Ja’far? my2%s brother?*, or Aqeel, or anyone from his sons?
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‘And rather, I*%* have made the sons of my2%s uncle Al-Abbas to be governors because [
had heard Al-Abbas seeking the governance from Rasool-Allah*®"" repeatedly. So, Rasool-
Allah*®" said to him: ‘O uncle! The governance, if you were to seek it, you will be allocated
to it, and if it seeks you, you will be fatigued upon it.’
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‘And IS saw his sons during the days of Umar and Usman feeling within themselves that
others from the sons of the freed ones (of Makkah) are being made governors and not one of
them is made a governor, so 1% loved to connect their relationship and remove what was
in their selves. And afterwards if you come to know of anyone who is better than them, then
come to me@"s with him.” So, Al-Ashtar went out and that which was in his self, was removed.
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And it has been reported by the narrators of Ahadeeth, pointing upon the great merit of Al-
Ashtar, and it is the conclusive testimony from the Prophet2%" that he is trustworthy.”?°

Appendix Il: Examples of ‘Marfu’ Ahadith (unbroken chain leading to Rasool
Allah*#""%)

53 :J@é;;ﬂigﬁw‘étQl}?ﬁgﬁiwiﬁjl}\&égﬁ\;&;i;%ﬁ\;}gw\%‘&i&i@f#\?iﬁéuw
GG G 5 ek plal 125 B ) Sl W ik gl sle g 36 5 e Al SsT 3R 5 el s We L

(S

Gl gl & Bl BlsET pe s el BISET G s A Jylg

28 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book of Divine Authority CH 41 H 2
29 Bihar Al Awaar —V 40, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen®"s, Ch 124 H35 b
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(The Imam™@s%s) entered Neshapour, and he®%* was riding a grey mule, and the scholars of
Neshapour had come out in receiving him?*¥s, When he s came to the crossroad, they hung
on with the rein of his®%* mule and said, ‘O son®"* of Rasool-Allah=®""! Narrate to us, by the
right of your@"s forefathers®"s, the pure, a Hadeeth from your?*s forefathers?"“s, may the
Salawaat of Allah* be upon them s all.’
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He @%s brought out his®"“s head from the carriage, and upon him?*¥$ was a woollen cloak. He
asws said: ‘It is narrated to me 2%s by my@"s father Musa@"* Bin Ja’far®"“s, from his@"s father
Ja’fara%s Bin Muhammad=2*s, from his@" father Muhammad=?"s Bin Ali@%s, from his?@Ws
father Ali®¥s Bin Al-Husayn@"s from his@%s father?%s Al-Husayn®s chief of the youths of
the people of Paradise, from Amir Al-Momineen 2%, from Rsool-Allah*®"¥ having said:
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“The trustworthy Spirit Jibraeel? informed me=®" from Allah??¥, Holy are His*"i Names,
and Majestic is His* Face: “Me#2%, |¥% am Allah-#2%, There is no god except I°? Alone. My
awi servants! Worship Me??, and let him know, the one from you who meets Me??% with
the testimony that there is no god except Allah"®%, being sincere with it, he would have
entered into My Fortress. He would be safe from My??¥ Punishment!””
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They said, ‘O son™®"Ys of Rasool-Allah*®"Y¥! And what is the sincere testimony?’ He™®"* said:
‘Obedience to Allah®¥ and obedience to Rasool-Allah®*%, and Wilayah of People*s of his’
saww Household.”30
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A number of our people have narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from Ibn Mahbub from abu Khalid al-Kufiy in a marfu'

manner from Abu Ja 'far who has said the following:

Abu Jafar?¥s (in an unbroken chain going to Rasool Allah*®"%) has said that the Messenger of
Allah™aW has said: '"Worship has seventy parts. The most significant one is to work in order to
make lawful living.”3!

30 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 49, The book of History — Ali Al-Reza®"s, Ch 11 H 1
31 Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8348, Ch. 5, h, 6
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‘I said to Abu Ja’far@®"s, “‘Whenever you™®"* narrate a Hadeeth to me, then attribute its source
for me.” So he™®"Ys said: ‘My 2" father®%s narrated to me®"s, from his@"“s grandfathera"s,
from Rasool-Allah="¥, from Jibraeel®s, from Allah?* Mighty and Majestic. And all what I-#%s
narrate to you is by this source.’
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‘And he™®"s said: ‘O Jabir! One Hadeeth you take from a truthful one is better for you than
the world and whatever is in it.””32
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad lbn Abu Abd Allah from his father in a Marfu manner has
narrated the following from Abu Jafar@"s:

The Rasool Allah*®"Y has said, ‘O people! there is always (the group of people who have to
choose between) Allah?2¥ or the Satan™, Truth and falsehood, guidance and straying, wisdom
and error, present and future, the consequences, the good deeds and evil deeds. Good deeds
are for Allah®™i and evil deeds are for Satan™?, may Allah®?¥ condemn him™2.’33
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It is narrated from him (narrator of the Hadith above) from Muhammad ibn Isma’il ibn Bazi’ and others in a

marfu’ manner who said:

‘Abu Abd Allah®"s has said: ‘Condemned is one who seeks leadership, condemned is one who
intends to become a leader and condemned is one who speaks to himself of leadership.”’3*
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32 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S2 Ch 19 H 21
3 Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H1471. 16: =2 : ¢ &\l
34 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 2496 298 : u=2: z S\
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Abu Abd Allah from a number of our people have
narrated from Ali ibn Asbat from Yaqub ibn Salim in a marfu manner (unbroken chain going to Rasool Allah="")
has said:

‘Amir-ul-Momineen"s has said that the Rasool Allah™ %Y has said, ‘Do not leave food-stained
towel at home without its being washed; it becomes plaything for Satan.”’3°
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‘We heard Abu Abdullah®Ys saying: ‘My 2% Hadeeth is a Hadeeth of my?"s father?®"“s, and a
Hadeeth of my@%s father?s is a Hadeeth of my?¥* grandfather?®"s, and a Hadeeth of my2s%s
grandfather®"s is a Hadeeth of Al-Husayn®"“s, and a Hadeeth of Al-Husayn®** is a Hadeeth
of Al-Hassan®"¢, and a Hadeeth of Al-Hassan?*" is a Hadeeth of Amir Al-Momineen3%s, and
a Hadeeth of Amir Al-Momineen?®"* is a Hadeeth of Rasool-Allah®%, and a Hadeeth of
Rasool-Allah™®"¥ are the Words of Allah??* Mighty and Majestic.”’3®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%s having said: ‘The heart relies upon the written
(words).”3’
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah@¥s saying: ‘ You must write down (our Ahadith), for you would not be

preserving (Ahadith) until you are writing it down.”’38

3 |bid, H.18.

36 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 14
37 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 8
38 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 9
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Abu Abdullah?%s said: ‘Be preserving with your books, for very soon you would need those.’3°
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‘Abu Abdullah®"s said to me: ‘Write and transmit your knowledge among your brethren. So
if you were to die, so leave your books as an inheritance, for there would be coming a time of
commotion upon the people, they would not be finding comfort (during) in it but except with
your books.’4°

39 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 10
40 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 11
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