
‘Ilmul Rijal - An Un-Islamic Tool –     www.hubeali.com 

Page 1 of 31 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Ilmul Rijal - An Un-Islamic Tool’ 

  



‘Ilmul Rijal - An Un-Islamic Tool –     www.hubeali.com 

Page 2 of 31 

Table of Contents 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ........................................ 3 

Summary:......................................................................................................................... 3 

Hadith of Imam Ja’far Al-Sadiq-asws on kitab Sulaym ibn Qays ............................................ 5 

Conclusions of the Summary:............................................................................................ 8 

The origin of the Ilmul Rijal: .............................................................................................. 8 

How did the Holy Imams-asws Refute the False Ahadith? .................................................... 9 

A Hadith can be taken from a liar if its words are true: .................................................... 15 

Amir Al-Momineen-asws Ratified that Usman spoke the truth ........................................... 15 

Appendix I: Ahadith on some of the well-known liars ..................................................... 17 

Ahadith on the character of Ibn Abbas: ........................................................................... 17 

Appendix II: Examples of ‘Marfu’ Ahadith (unbroken chain leading to Rasool Allah-saww) . 27 

 

 

Abbreviations: 

saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam 

azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla 

asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam 

AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak 

ra: - Razi Allah-azwj 

La: - Laan Allah-azwj 

 

  



‘Ilmul Rijal - An Un-Islamic Tool –     www.hubeali.com 

Page 3 of 31 

 تسَلِْيماًِ.ِوسَلََمَِِ,الطَاهِريِنِسيَِ دِنََِمُُمََدٍِوَِآلِهِِِعلَىِالَلُِِّوَِصلََىِِ,الْعالمَِينِربَِِِالْْمَْدُِللَِِِّالرحَِيمِِِالرحَْْنِِِِاللَِِِّبِسمِِْ

In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the Worlds, and 
Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and greetings with abundant 
greetings. 

أعَْدَائ هَمُِْاجَْْعَِيْنِ لِْفَ رجَهَمُِْواَلْعنَِْ ِعلَىِمُُمََدٍِوآَلِِمُُمََدٍِوَعجَ ِ صلَ ِ  الَلَهمَُِ

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

‘Ilmul Rijal – An Un-Islamic Tool’ 

Summary: 

‘Ilmul Rijal’ means the ‘Knowledge of Men.’  It has been extensively developed by the 

evaluators of Ahadith (traditions) as they apply biographical evaluation through character 

scrutiny of the Hadith transmitters (narrators). ‘Ilmul Rijal’ is also known as the Science of 

Narrators, and was cultivated many years after the demise of the Holy Prophet-saww by those 

who opted to run a parallel religion – based on their ‘logic’ (qias) – to that of the Ahl Al-

Bayt-asws. It is a completely man-made ‘tool’ extensively being applied to weigh and 

characterise the Ahadith (traditions of Rasool Allah-saww), into over fifty categories (from weak 

to strong), in which the transmitters of hadith are evaluated as per people’s opinion about 

their truthfulness, religious beliefs and character.  

According to Ibn Al-Salah, quoting an early religious authority, the first person to specialize in 

the study of hadith narrators was Shuʿba Ibn Al-Ḥajjāj, followed by Yahya Ibn Sa'id Al-Qattan 

and then Ahmad ibn Hanbal and Yahya Ibn Ma'in.1 As many Companions narrated hadith, 

according to Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, there were six who were the most trustworthy narrators 

among them, who lived longer and reported many Ahadith. They are: 

Abu Huraira, Abdullah ibn Umar, Aisha (Prophet’s wife), Jabir Ibn Abdullah (Al-Ansari), Ibn 

Abbas and Anas Ibn Malik with Abu Huraira.2  According to Ibn Al-Salah the most prolific 

narrators from the Companions was Abu Huraira followed by Ibn Abbas.3 

Apart from Jabir Ibn Abdullah (Al-Ansari), all the above mentioned narrators had not only 

shown their inclinations and support for the enemies of Ahl Al-Bayt-asws, but also on several 

occasions deliberately lied against them-asws. For example: 

ِ.ِعَنِْعَلِيٍ ِعِأنَهَُِقاَلَ:قاَلَِوَِقَدِْرُوِيَِ  أَكْذَبُِالنَاسِِعَلَىِرَسُولِِاللَِِّصِأبَوُِهُرَيْ رَةَِالدَوْسِيُّ

 
1 Muqadimah Ibn al-Salah, by Ibn al-Salah, published with Muhasin al-Istilah by al-Bulqini, edited by 'Aishah 
bint 'Abd al-Rahman, p. 654, Dar al-Ma'arif, Cairo. 
2 Muqadimah Ibn al-Salah, by Ibn al-Salah, edited by 'Aishah bint 'Abd al-Rahman, p. 492, Dar al-Ma'arif, Cairo. 
3 Muqadimah Ibn al-Salah, by Ibn al-Salah, edited by 'Aishah bint 'Abd al-Rahman, p. 492, Dar al-Ma'arif, Cairo. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shu%CA%BFba_Ibn_al-%E1%B8%A4ajj%C4%81j
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_ibn_Hanbal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yahya_ibn_Ma%27in
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahaba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_ibn_Hanbal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abu_Hurairah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abd_Allah_ibn_Umar_ibn_al-Khattab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aisha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jabir_ibn_Abd-Allah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%60Abd_Allah_ibn_%60Abbas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%60Abd_Allah_ibn_%60Abbas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anas_ibn_Malik
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abu_Hurairah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jabir_ibn_Abd-Allah
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And it has been reported from (Imam) Ali-asws having said: ‘The most 

lying of the people upon Rasool-Allahsaww is Abu Hureyra Al-Dowsy.’’4 

كَِانوُاِيَكْذِبوُنَِعَلَىِرَسُولِِاللَِِّصِأبَوُِهُرَيْ رَةَِوَِأنََسُِبْنُِمَالِكٍِوَِامْرأَةٌَِ :الخصالِعَنِْجَعْفَرِِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعِقاَلَِ  .ثَلََثةٌَ

(The book) ‘Al-Khisaal’ – ‘From Ja’far-asws Bin Muhammad-asws having said; ‘Three have lied 

upon Rasool-Allah-saww – Abu Hureyra, and Anas Bin Malik, and a woman (named above).’’5  

About Ibn Abbas, in Ahadith we find: 

عِْ]الصَائِغُِرجالِالكشيِعَلِيُِّبْنُِزيََِدٍِالصائعِِ ِعَنِْسُفْيَانَِبْنِِسَعِيدٍِعَنِِالزُّهْريِِ ِقاَلَِسََِ ِتُِالْْاَرِثَِيَ قُولُِ[ِعَنِْعَبْدِِالْعَزيِزِِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْخَلَفٍِالْمَخْزُومِيِ 
كُِلَِمَالٍِفِِبَ يْتِِالْمَالِِبِِلْبَصْرَةِِوَِلَِْقَِبِكََةَِوَِ اسْتَعْمَلَِعَلِيٌِّع كَِانَِمَبْلَغُهُِألَْفَيِْألَْفِِدِرْهَمٍِعَلَىِالْبَصْرَةِِعَبْدَِاللَِِّبْنَِعَبَاسٍِفَحَمَلَ  تَ رَكَِعَلِي اًِوَ

(The book) ‘Rijal’ of Al Kashy – Ali Bin Ziyad Al Saig, from Abdul Aziz Bin Muhammad, from Khalaf Al Makhzumi, 
from Sufyan Bin Saeed, from Al Zuhry who said, ‘I heard Al Haris saying,  

‘(Imam) Ali-asws utilised Abdullah Bin Abbas upon Al-Basra (as governor). He carried away all 
the wealth which was in the public treasure at Al-Basra and joined with Makkah and left 
(Imam) Ali-asws, and it (the embezzled wealth) reached two million Dirhams.  

ِقَدِْفَصَعِدَِعَلِيٌِّعِالْمِنْبَََِحِيَنِبَ لَغَهُِذَلِكَِفَ بَكَىِفَ قَالَِهَذَاِابْنُِعَمِ ِرَسُولِِاللَِِّصِفِِعَمَلِهِِوَِقَدِْ كَِانَِدُونهَُِاللَهُمَِإِنّ ِ رهِِِيَ فْعَلُِمِثْلَِهَذَاِفَكَيْفَِيُ ؤْمَنُِمَنْ
 نِِِإلِيَْكَِغَيَِْْعَاجِزٍِوَِلََِمَلُولٍِ.مَلِلْتُهُمِْفأََرحِْنِِِمِنْهُمِْوَِاقْبِضِْ

‘(Imam) Ali-asws ascended the pulpit when that reached him-asws. He-asws cried. He-asws said: ‘This 
is a son of an uncle of Rasool-Allah-saww. In his deed and being in his worth, he has done the 
like of this? So, how will the ones who are besides him, believe? O Allah-azwj! Iasws am fed up 
with them, so Give me-asws rest from them and Take me-asws to You-azwj, without frustration nor 
weariness.’’6 

When Amir Al-Momineen-asws rebuked Ibn Abbas on embezzlement, and when he could not 
defend his crimes, he wrote to Amir Al-Momineen-asws: 

كُِنُوزِِالََْرْضِِِقاَلُواِفَكَتَبَِإلِيَْهِِعَبْدُِاللَِِّبْنُِالْعَبَاسِِأمََاِبَ عْدُِفإَِنَكَِقَدِْأَكْثَرْتَِعَلَيَِوَِوَِاللَِِّلَََنِْ كُلِ هَاِمِنِْذَهَبِهَاِوَِعِقْيَانِِاَِوَِِِألَْقَىِالَلَِّقَدِِاحْتَوَيْتُِعَلَى
ِإِلَََِمِنِْأَنِْألَْقَاهُِبِدَمِِامْرئٍِِمُسْلِمٍِوَِالسَلََمُِ.  لُُيَْنِهَاِأَحَبُّ

They said, ‘Abdullah Bin Al-Abbas wrote to him-asws: ‘You-asws have frequented upon me (with 

the accusation of embezzlement), and by Allah-azwj! If I were to meet Allah-azwj containing upon 

the treasures of the earth, all of them, from its gold and its hoards, and its silver, it would be 

 
4 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 17 H 499 
5 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 22, The book of our Prophet-saww, P 3 Ch 37 H 60 
6 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 42, The book of History – Amir Al-Momineen-asws, Ch 124 H 21  
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more beloved to me than if I were to meet Him-azwj with the blood of a Muslim person (like 

you-asws will – accusing Ali-asws of unjustifiably killing Muslims in the wars).’’7 

Ibn Abbas along with some other Ahadith transmitters who deliberately lied regarding 
narrations, are mentioned in the Appendix I: 

The ‘Ilmul Rijal’ was neither practised during the lifetime of Rasool Allah-saww nor during the 

12 Imams-asws’, rather it was being developed in opposition to them-asws by the general 

Muslims who did not take religion from the progeny of Rasool Allah-saww and opened the field 

of Ijtihad (opinion) using ‘Ilmul Rijal’ to characterise Ahadith of Rasool Allah-saww into various 

catagories.   

‘Ilmul Rijal’ was borrowed by a group of the followers of the Ahl Al-Bayt-asws from the general 

Muslims after the commencement of the Grand Occultation of the 12th Imam-ajfj (329 A.H.)8 

and integrated it into the principles of Fiqh, (i.e., Quran, Ahadith, Ilumul rijal, Istambat 

(logic/reasoning) and Ijmah of Ulema (consensus)9. This opened the door of ‘Ijtihad and 

Taqeed’ (use of logic and emulation of scholars) which was completely forbidden by the Ahl 

Al-Bayt-asws, but it gradually propagated after the Grand Occultation and today it is widely 

practised. A heresy, which general Muslims devised to justify the mistakes and swaying away 

from teachings of the Holy Prophet-saww, it thrives today – but will be terminated when the 

12th Imam-ajfj reappears, and he-ajfj will eliminate these principles as well as the advocates of 

these un-Islamic tools.  

Another large group from the followers of Ahl Al-Bayt-asws, doubts the authenticity of the ‘THE 

BOOK OF SULAYM BIN QAYS AL-HILALI’ based on ‘Ilmul Rijal’ by saying that Abaan (who was 

custodian of the book of Sulaym during the time of Taqeeya) was not a trustworthy narrator.  

However, we have Ahadith which say the opposite that Abaan has transmitted from Sylaym 

the true Ahadith (as compiled by Sylaym Bin Qays Al-Hilali): for example: 

Hadith of Imam Ja’far Al-Sadiq-asws on kitab Sulaym ibn Qays 

اِاختلَفِِالشيخِعبدِالنبيِالكاظميِفِِتكملةِالرجال:ِنقلَِعنِخطِالمجلسيِرحْهِالله،ِقال:ِاقول:ِوجدتِنسخةِقديمةِمنكِتابِسليمِبروايتينِبينهم
رويِعنِالصادقِ)عليهِالسلَم(،ِأنهِقال:ِ"ِمنِلمِيكنِعندهِمنِشيعتناِِِِ-إلىِأنِقالِِِِِ-احداهما:ِتمكِتابِسليمِبنِقيسِالهلَلَِِيسيْ،ِوكتبِفِِآخرِِ

كِتابِسليمِبنِقيسِالهلَلَ،ِفليسِعندهِمنِأمرنَِشئ،ِولَِيعلمِمنِأسبابناِشيئا،ِوهوِأبجدِالشيعة،ِوسرِمنِاسرارِآلِمُمدِ)علي  همِالسلَم(ِ"ومُبينا

 
7 Bihar Al Awaar – V 40, The book of History – Amir Al Momineenasws, Ch 124 H 40 b 
8 Shaykh Tusi (995–1067 CE) from the Rijāl al-Kashshī ("al-Kashshī's Men") by Muhammad ibn Umar al-Kashshi 
(c. 854–941/951) 
Rijāl al-Najāshī ("al-Najāshī's Men"), by Aḥmad ibn ʿAlī al-Najāshī (c. 982–1058) 
9 See for example: https://www.al-islam.org/jurisprudence-and-its-principles-murtadha-mutahhari/principles-
jurisprudence-usul-al-
fiqh#:~:text=The%20Principles%20of%20Jurisprudence,%20bearing%20in%20mind%20that%20its%20concern 
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The Sheykh Abdul Naby Al Kazmy in Takmalat Al Rijaal said, ‘I copied from the writing of Al 

Majlisi, may Allah-azwj have Mercy upon him, who said, ‘I say that I found an old copy of Kitab 

Sulaym by two reports between which were simple differences, and written at the end of one 

of them was, “This completes Kitab Sulaym Bin Qays Al Hilali” – until it said – A report from 

Al-Sadiq-asws, that he-asws said: ‘The ones from our-asws Shiites and those that loves us-asws, who 

does not have Kitab Sulaym Bin Qays Al-Hilali, then there is nothing with him from our-asws 

matters, nor does he know anything from our-asws reasons, and it is the Alphabet (Abjad) of 

the Shiites, and a secret from the secrets of the Progeny-asws of Mohammed-saww’.’’10 

ِعَنِِابْنِِأذَُيْ نَةَِعَنِْأبََِنِِبْنِِِِوَِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِالَْْسَنِِالْبََاَثِيِِ كَِيْسَانَِعَنِْإِبْ راَهِيمَِبْنِِعُمَرَِالْيَمَانِّ ِبْنِ كِِتَابِِِِأَبِِعَيَاشٍِقاَلَ:ِهَذِهِِِِعَنِِالَْْسَنِِبْنِِعَلِيِ  ِنُسْخَةُ
ِبْنِِالُْْسَيْنِِعِِقَ رأَهَُِِِأنَهَُِِِأبََِنٌِِِوَِزَعَمَِِِوَِقَ رأَهَُِِِعَيَاشٍِِِأَبِِِِبْنِِِِأبََِنِِِِإِلَىِِِدَفَ عَهُِِِالهِْلََلَِِِِثَُِِِالْعَامِريِِِِِقَ يْسٍِِِبْنِِِِسُلَيْمِِ  فَ قَالَِصَدَقَِسُلَيْمٌِهَذَاِحَدِيثٌِنَ عْرفِهُُ.ِِِ-عَلَىِعَلِيِ 

And on the authority of Muhammad ibn Al-Hasan Al-Barathi on the authority of Al-Hasan ibn 

Ali ibn Kaysan on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Umar al-Yamani on the authority of Ibn Udaynah 

on the authority of Aban ibn Abi Ayyash who said: ‘This is a copy of the book of Sulaym ibn 

Qays al-Amiri, then al-Hilali gave it to Aban ibn Abi Ayyash and he read it and Aban claimed 

that he read it to Ali-asws Ibn Al-Hussain-asws said: ‘Sulaym is right. This is a hadith that we 

know.’11 

One may ask here, can one sieve through the thousands of Ahadith in order to find authentic 
ones? Yes, there are several Ahadith which guide and assist us in finding true and authentic 
words of Ahl Al-Bayt-asws, for example: 

أنهِقال:ِقالِرسولِاللهِصلىِاللهِعليهِوالهِفِِحجةِِِِِ-وسيجيئِبتمامهِفِِموضعهِِِِِ-عنِأبِِجعفرِالثانِّعليهِالسلَمِفِِمناظرتهِمعِيحيىِبنِأكثمِِ
كِتابِاللهِوسنتي كِذبِعليِمتعمداِفليتبوأِمقعدهِمنِالنارِفإذاِأتاكمِالْديثِفاعرضوهِعلى كِثرتِعليِالكذابةِوستكثرِفمن فماِوافقِِِِالوداع:ِقد

 كتابِاللهِوسنتيِفخذواِبهِوماِخالفكِتابِاللهِوسنتيِفلَِتأخذواِبه.

Abu Ja’far-asws said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said during the Farewell Hajj: ‘The lies are frequented 
upon me-asws and will be even more frequent, so one who lies upon me-saww deliberately, let 
him take his seat from the Fire. So, whenever the Hadeeth comes to you, then present it to 
the Book of Allah-azwj and my-saww Sunnah, and whatever is in accordance with the Book of 
Allah-azwj and my-saww Sunnah, take with it, and whatever differs with the Book of Allah-azwj and 
my-saww Sunnah, do not take with it.’’12 

لسلَمِِأحْدِبنِعليِبنِإبراهيمِبنِهاشم،ِعنِأبيهِعلي،ِعنِأبيه،ِعنِالنوفلي،ِعنِالسكونّ،ِعنِالصادقِجعفرِبنِمُمد،ِعنِأبيه،ِعنِجدهِعليهمِا
 قال:ِقالِعليِعليهِالسلَم:ِإنِعلىكِلِحقِحقيقة،ِوعلىكِلِصوابِنورا،ِفماِوافقكِتابِاللهِفخذوهِوماِخالفكِتابِاللهِفدعوه.ِِ

Ahmad Bin Ali Bin Ibrahim Bin Hashim, from his father Ali, from his father, from Al Nowfali, from Al Sakuni,  

 
10 AL MUSTADRAK AL WASAAIL – H 21397 
 وسائل الشيعة، ج27، ص: 101 11
12 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 29 H 2 
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‘From Imam Al-Sadiq Ja’far-asws Bin Muhammad-asws, from his-asws father-asws, from his-asws 
grandfather-asws having said: ‘(Imam) Ali-asws said: ‘Upon every true (matter) there is a reality, 
and upon every correctness there is a light. So, whatever is in accordance with the Book of 
Allah-azwj, take it, and whatever opposes the Book of Allah-azwj, leave it!’’13 

In a lengthy Hadith, the 10th Imam-asws says: 

مِنَِالَْمَُةِِوَِعَارَضَتْهُِبَِِدِيثٍِمِنِْهَذِهِِالََْحَادِيثِِالْمُزَوَرَِِِبتَِصْدِيقِِِِثَُِقاَلَِعِفإَِذَاِشَهِدَِالْكِتَابُِ ةِِصَارَتِْبِِِنْكَارهَِاِوَِدَفْعِهَاِِخَبٍََِوَِتََْقِيقِهِِفأَنَْكَرَتْهُِطاَئفَِةٌِ
كُِفَاراًِضُلََلًَِِ  الْكِتَابَ

Then he-asws said: ‘If the Book testifies to the truthfulness and verification of a Hadith 
(regardless of its narrators), and a group of the nation denies it and opposes it with one of 
these forged hadiths, then by denying and rejecting the Book they become misguided infidels. 

كِِتَابَِاللَِِّوَِعِتَْْتِِمَاِإِنِِْوَِأَصَحُِّخَبٍََِمَاِعُرِفَِتََْقِيقُهُِمِنَِالْكِتَابِِمِثْلُِالخَْبََِِالْمُجْمَعِِعَلَيْهِِمِنِْرَسُولِِاللَِِّصِحَيْثُِِ ِمُسْتَخْلِفٌِفِيكُمِْخَلِيفَتَيْنِ قاَلَِإِنّ ِ
 وَِإِنَِمَُاِلَنِْيَ فْتَْقِاَِحَتََِّيرَدَِاِعَلَيَِالْْوَْضَِِتََسََكْتُمِْبِِِمَاِلَنِْتَضِلُّواِبَ عْدِيِ

‘And the most correct of what is recognised by its investigation from the Book is like the 
Hadeeth, the united upon, from Rasool-Allah-saww where he-saww said: “I-saww am leaving behind 
among you all, two Caliphs – the Book of Allah-azwj and my-saww family-asws. Whoever attaches 
with these two will never stray after me-asws, and these two will never separate from each 
other until they return to me-saww at the Fountain” (an extract).14 

For more details on establishing the authenticity of a Hadith from Quran and Sunnah of 
Prophet-saww, see for example: Authenticity of a Hadith and its Criteria | Hubeali.com  

Finally, one may ask why is there a need for mentioning the names of the narrators in a chain 
of Ahadith? This is as per Ahadith, Masomeen-asws who have instructed us to mention the 
narrators so if it is a lie from them (or one of them) then he would be hold responsible for 
ascribing lies.  Also, Masomeen-asws have narrated and encouraged that the Ahadith, where 
possible, to be reported in a ‘Marfu’ manner, where the chain of narrators ends up to Rasool 
Allah-saww, below we quote two Ahadith related to why there is a need to mention the names 
of the narrators, additional Ahadith examples are included in the Appendix II. 

ِعَِ ِعَنِِالسَكُونّ ِ نِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِقاَلَِقاَلَِأمَِيُِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِ)ِعليهِالسلَمِِعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِوَِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِخَالِدٍِعَنِِالنَوْفلَِيِ 
كَِذِبًِِفَ عَلَيْهِِ.(ِإِذَاِحَدَثْ تُمِْبَِِدِيثٍِفأََسْنِدُوهُِ كَِانَ كَِانَِحَق اًِفَ لَكُمِْوَِإِنْ  ِإِلَىِالَذِيِحَدَثَكُمِْفإَِنْ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, and from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid, from Al Nowfaly, from Al Sakuny,  

 
13 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 29 H 4 
14 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 29 H 3 

https://hubeali.com/article/authenticity-of-a-hadith-and-its-criteria/
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: 

‘Whenever you narrate a Hadeeth, so link it to the one who narrated it to you. So if it was 

true, it would be for you, and if it was a lie, so it would be upon him.’15  

ِرَفَ عَهُِقاَلَِقاَلَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِإِيََكُمِْوَِا سْنَادِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعَلِيٍ  ثَكَِالرَجُلُِِوَِبِِذََاِالِْْ لْكَذِبَِالْمُفْتَْعَِِقِيلَِلَهُِوَِمَاِالْكَذِبُِالْمُفْتَْعُِِقاَلَِأَنِْيُحَدِ 
 وِيهَُِعَنِِالَذِيِحَدَثَكَِعَنْهُِ.بِِلَْْدِيثِِفَ تَتْْكَُهُِوَِتَ رِْ

And by this chain, from Muhammad Bin Ali, raising it, said,  

Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘Beware of the branched out lie!’ It was said to him-asws, ‘And what is 

the branched out lie?’ He-asws said: ‘A man narrates to you a Hadeeth, so you neglect him and 

report it from the person from whom he had narrated the Hadeeth.’16  

Before we look at the origin of Ilmul Rijal and practices of the Ahl Al-Bayt-asws on refuting 

the fabricated Ahadith, we can sum up the above discussion: 

Conclusions of the Summary: 

Since Ilmul Rijal is a man-made tool, without having any Islamic basis, its application has 

severe consequences, e.g., instead of understanding Ahadith from Quran and other Ahadith, 

Ahadith are characterised into various forms (i.e., over 50 types) thereby creating doubts and 

conviction in the religion. The Holy Quran we have in our hands today, was compiled by 

Usman Ibn Affan (i.e., known as Sahifa e Usmaniya), can one characterise its Verses like the 

way Ahadith are characterised? However, we disregard Ilmul Rijal here and turn to Ahadith in 

the interpretation of Quranic Verses, which is a correct approach as per Ahadith. So why 

would one not adhere to the criteria given in Ahadith for establishing the authenticity of 

Ahadith? From the above cited Ahadith, if one applies Ilmul Rijal on Ahadith, Ibn Abbas – who 

was declared corrupt by Amir Al-Momineen Imam Ali -asws – is treated as a trustworthy Ahadith 

narrator, whereas two Imams-asws (the 4th and 6th) had accepted the Kitab Sulym bin Qais Hilali; 

but when the flawed tool of Ilmul Rijal is applied, ‘Abaan’ (the main transmitter of the book) 

is considered unreliable and hence doubts are casted regarding the authenticity of the first 

Shia book.  

The origin of the Ilmul Rijal: 

The origin of Ilmul Rijal can be traced from the ‘Tafseer Bil Ra'yi’ (interpretation by opinion), 
of the following Quranic Verse: 

 {:649ىِٰمَاِفَ عَلْتُمِْنََدِمِيَنِ}أيَ ُّهَاِالَذِينَِآمَنُواِإِنِْجَاءكَُمِْفاَسِقٌِبنَِ بَإٍِفَ تَ بَ يَ نُواِأَنِْتُصِيبُواِقَ وْمًاِبِجَهَالَةٍِفَ تُصْبِحُواِعَلَِيََِ

 
15 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 7 
16 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 12 
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O you who believe! If a transgressor comes to you with news, then investigate, lest you 
harm a people in ignorance, and you would become remorseful upon what you have done 
[49:6] 

In the Holy Verse [49:6], Allah-azwj has already Said that if a transgressor brings a piece of news, 
then investigate the news - as it could either be correct or false ‘news’. In the event of correct 
news, one has to accept the news - even if it was originally transmitted by a wicked person!  
This would eradicate the reliance of the above man-made criteria, i.e., ‘Ilmul Rijal - but why? 
For example, in a Hadith: 

ِبْنِِالَْْكَمِِعَنِْأبََِنِِبْنِِعُثْمَانَِعَنِْعَبْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِأَبِِيَ عْفُورٍِقاَلَِعَلِيٌِّوَِحَدَثَنِِِِعَنْهُِِ الُْْسَيْنُِبْنُِأَبِِالْعَلََءِِأنَهَُِحَضَرَِابْنُِأَبِِيَ عْفُورٍِفِِهَذَاِالْمَجْلِسِِِعَنِْعَلِيِ 
كِِتَابِِاللَِِّيَ رْوِيهِِمَنِْيثَِقُِبِهِِوَِفِيهِمِْمَنِْلََِيثَِقُِبِهِِفَ قَالَِإِذَاِوَرَدَِعَلَيْكُمِْحَدِيثٌِفَ وَجَدْتَُوُهُِلَهُِشَاهِِِِالَْْدِيثِِِِاخْتِلََفِِِِعَنِِسَألَْتُِأبََِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِِِِقاَلَ: دٌِمِنْ

 .17ِبِهِِأوَِْمِنِْقَ وْلِِرَسُولِِاللَِِّصِوَِإِلََِفاَلَذِيِجَاءكَُمِْبِهِِأوَْلَىِ

From him, from Ali Bin Al hakam, from Abaan Bin Usman, from Abdullah Bin Abu Yafour, from Al Husayn Bin Abu 
Al a’ala who was present with Abu Yafour in this gathering, said,  

‘I asked Abu Abdullah-asws about the differing in the Hadeeth, shall I report it from the one 
whom I trust it with, and among them were ones whom I do not trust with it?’ So he-asws said: 
‘When a Hadeeth is reported to you, and you find evidence for it from the Book of Allah-azwj, 
or from the words of Rasool-Allah-saww, and whoever, he who brought it to you is more 
deserving of it (True Hadeeth).’18 

How did the Holy Imams-asws Refute the False Ahadith? 

Based on the criteria of the Hadith above (that a Hadith is to be compared with the Book or 
Words of Rasool Allah-saww), Imam Ali Al-Reza-asws refuted several fabricated Ahadith, in the 
court of Al-Ma’mum Al-Rashid, when a deliberate attempt was made to praise some 
unworthy companions of Rasool Allah-saww: 

كَِثِيْةٌَِأَنَِالْمَأْمُونَِبَ عْدَِمَاِزَوَجَِابْ نَتَهُِأمَُِالْفَضْلِِأبََِِجَعْفَرٍِعكَِانَِفِِمََْلِسٍِوَِعِنْدَهُِأبَوُِجَعْفَرٍِِالْحتجاجِوَِرُوِيَِ  ِعِوَِيَحْيَىِبْنُِأَكْثَمَِوَِجَْاَعَةٌ

(The book) ‘Al-Ihtijaj’ – 

‘And it is reported that Al-Mamoun, after having got his daughter Umm Al-Fazl married to 
Abu Ja’far-asws, was in a gathering and in his presence were Abu Ja’far-asws, and Yahya Bin 
Aksam, and a large group.  

يلُِعِعَلَىِرَسُولِِاللَِِّصِوَِقاَلَِيََِمَُُمَدُِإِنَِالَلَِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِيُ قْرئُِكَِِفَ قَالَِلَهُِيَحْيَىِبْنُِأَكْثَمَِمَاِتَ قُولُِيََِابْنَِرَسُولِِاللَِِّفِِالخَْبََِِالَذِيِرُوِيَِأنَهَُِنَ زَلَِجَبَْئَِِ
ِعَنْهُِراَضٍِالسَلََمَِوَِيَ قُولُِلَكَِسَلِْأبََِِ ِراَضٍِفإَِنّ ِ  بَكْرٍِهَلِْهُوَِعَنِِ 

Yahya Bin Aksam said to him-asws, ‘O son-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww! What are you-asws saying 
regarding the Hadeeth which is being reported that Jibraeel-as had descended unto Rasool-
Allah-saww and said: ‘O Muhammad-saww! Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic Conveys the Greetings 

 
كِيفيةِالُمعِبينها«)ِص1ِجِِِ-(1)17ِِ ِ(ِ.6،ِس137ِ،»ِبِبِعللِاختلَفِالَخبارِو

18 Al Mahaasin – V 1 Bk 5 H 145 
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to you-saww and Says to you-saww: ‘Ask Abu Bakr, is he pleased with Me-azwj, for I-azwj am Pleased 
with him!”’ 

بُِعَلَىِصَاحِبِِهَذَاِالخَْبََِِأَنِْيََْخُذَِمِثَِ كَِثرَُتِِْفَ قَالَِأبَوُِجَعْفَرٍِلَسْتُِبِنُْكِرِِفَضْلِِأَبِِبَكْرٍِوَِلَكِنِْيََِ الَِالخَْبََِِالَذِيِقاَلَهُِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِفِِحَجَةِِالْوَدَاعِِقَدْ
كَِِ كِِتَابِِاللَِِّعَلَيَِالْكَذَابةَُِوَِسَتَكْثرُُِفَمَنْ مَقْعَدَهُِمِنَِالنَارِِفإَِذَاِأتََاكُمُِالَْْدِيثُِفاَعْرضُِوهُِعَلَى كِِتَابَِاللَِِّوَِسُنَتِيِذَبَِعَلَيَِمُتَعَمِ داًِفَ لْيَتَبَوَأِْ ِوَِسُنَتِيِفَمَاِوَافَقَ

كِِتَابَِاللَِِّوَِسُنَتِيِفَلََِتَأْخُذُِ  واِبِهِِفَخُذُواِبِهِِوَِمَاِخَالَفَ

Abu Ja’far-asws said: ‘I-asws am not a denier of the merit of Abu Bakr, but it obligated upon the 
owner (reporter) of this Hadeeth that he takes an example of the Hadeeth which Rasool-Allah-

saww had said during the farewell Hajj: ‘The liars upon me-saww have become a lot, and they will 
be becoming ever more. The one who lies upon me deliberately, so let him assume his seat 
from the Fire! So, whenever a Hadeeth comes to you, then present it to the Book of Allah-azwj 
and my Sunnah. Whatever is in accordance with the Book of Allah-azwj and my Sunnah, take 
with it, and whatever opposes the Book of Allah-azwj and my-saww Sunnah, do not take with it. 

كِِتَابَِاللَِِّقاَلَِالَلُِّتَ عَالَىِ نْسانَِوَِنَ عْلَمُِماِتُ وَسْوِسُِبِهِِنَ فْسُهُِوَِنََْنُِأقَْ رَبُِإلِيَْهِِمِنِْحَبْلِِالْوَريِدِِِِوَِليَْسَِيُ وَافِقُِهَذَاِالخَْبََُ فاَلَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِِِِوَِلَقَدِْخَلَقْنَاِالِْْ
 خَفِيَِعَلَيْهِِرضَِاِأَبِِبَكْرٍِمِنِْسَخَطِهِِحَتََِّسَأَلَِمِنِْمَكْنُونِِسِر هِِِهَذَاِمُسْتَحِيلٌِفِِالْعُقُولِِ

And this Hadeeth is not in accordance with the Book of Allah-azwj. Allah-azwj the Exalted Said: 
And We Created the human being, and We know what his mind suggests to his self, and We 
are nearer to him than his jugular vein [50:16]. Would Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic Hide 
from him the pleasure of Abu Bakr from his anger until He-azwj Asks from His-azwj hidden 
secrets? This is impossible in the intellects!’ 

كَِمَثَلِِجَبَْئَيِلَِوَِمِِ  يكَائيِلَِفِِالسَمَاءِِثَُِقاَلَِيَحْيَىِبْنُِأَكْثَمَِوَِقَدِْرُوِيَِأَنَِمَثَلَِأَبِِبَكْرٍِوَِعُمَرَِفِِالََْرْضِ

Then Yahya Bin Aksam said, ‘And it has been reported that an example of Abu Bakr and Umar 
in the earth is like an example of Jibraeel-as and Mikaeel-as in the sky’.  

بُِأَنِْيُ نْظرََِفِيهِِلََِنَِجَبَْئَيِلَِوَِمِيكَائيِلَِمَلَكَانِِلِلَِِّمُقَرَبَِنِِلَمِْي َِ عْصِيَاِالَلَِّقَطُِّوَِلَمِْيُ فَارقِاَِطاَعَتَهُِلَْْظةًَِوَاحِدَةًِوَِهُماَِقَدِْأَشْركََاِبِِللَِِّعَزَِفَ قَالَِوَِهَذَاِأيَْضاًِيََِ
كَِانَِأَكْثَرُِأيَََمِهِمَاِفِِالشِ رْكِِبِِللَِِّفَمُحَالٌِأَنِْيُشْبِهَهُمَاِبِِِمَاِوَِجَلَِوَِإِنِْأَسِْ  لَمَاِبَ عْدَِالشِ رْكِِوَ

He-asws said: ‘And this as well obligates that one looks into it, because Jibraeel-as and Mikaeel-
as are ones of proximity to Allah-azwj. They-as do not disobey Allah-azwj at all, nor do they 
separate from His-azwj obedience for one moment, and these two (Abu Bakr and Umar) had 
associated with Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic, and they became Muslims after the Shirk, and 
most of their days (life) were in Shirk with Allah-azwj. It is therefore impossible that these two 
can be resembled with those two.’  

كُِهُولِِأهَْلِِالُْنََةِِفَمَاِتَ قُولُِفِيهِِ  قاَلَِيَحْيَىِوَِقَدِْرُوِيَِأيَْضاًِأَنَِمَُاِسَيِ دَا

Yahya said, ‘And it has been reported as well that these two (Abu Bakr and Umar) are two 
chiefs of the elderly people of the Paradise. So, what (are) you-asws saying regarding it?’ 
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كُِلَهُمِْيَكُونوُنَِشَبَابًِِوَِلََِيَكُونُِ كَِهْلٌِوَِهَذَاِالخَْبََُِوَضَعَهُِبَ نُوِأمَُيَةَِلِمُضَادَةِِالخَْبََِِالَذِيِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِِّ فَ قَالَِعِوَِهَذَاِالخَْبََُِمَُُالٌِأيَْضاًِلََِنَِأهَْلَِالُْنََةِ فِيهِمْ
 صِفِِالَْْسَنِِوَِالُْْسَيْنِِبَِِنَِمَُاِسَيِ دَاِشَبَابِِأهَْلِِالُْنََةِِ

He-asws said: ‘And this Hadeeth is an impossibility as well because the people of Paradise, all 
of them would be youths, and there will not happen to be any elderly among them. And this 
Hadeeth has been placed by the clan of Umayya in order to oppose the Hadeeth which Rasool-
Allah-saww said regarding Al-Hassan-asws and Al-Husayn-asws, that they-asws are two chiefs of the 
youths of people of Paradise.’ 

كِهولِأهلِالُنة،ِفمنِتأملِأصلِهذاِالخبَِبعينِانصافِعلم أن هِموضوعِِِِقالِالشيخِقد سِسر هِفِِتلخيصِالشافِ:ِوِأم اِالخبَِالذيِيتضمنِأنِماِسيدا
ِعليهِوِآلهِفِِالْسنِوِالْسين:ِانِماِسيداِشبابِأهلِالُنةِوِأبوهماِخ مِبنِِأمي ةِمعارضةِلماِروىِمنِقولهِصل ىِاللّ   يِْمنهماِ.فِِأيَ 

Note: The Sheykh said in ‘Talkhees Al Shafy’, ‘And as for the Hadeeth which comprises that 
these two (Abu Bakr and Umar) are two chiefs of the elderly people of Paradise’, so the one 
who contemplates on the origin of this Hadeeth with an eye of fairness would know that it 
was placed during the days of the clan of Umayya in contradiction to what is reported from 
his-saww words, may the Salawaat of Allah-azwj be upon him-saww, regarding Al-Hassan-asws and 
Al-Husayn-asws that they-asws are two chiefs of the youths of people of Paradise, and their-asws 
father-asws is better than them-asws.’  

ِفِِالَنَرافِعنِأهلِالبيتِ ِبنِعمر،ِوِحالِعبيدِاللّ  كِالُارِالىِنفسهِ.وِهذاِالخبَِالذيِادعوهِيروونهِعنِعبيدِاللّ   معروفة،ِوِهوِأيضا

And this Hadeeth, which is claiming it had been reported from Ubeydullah Bin Umar, and the 
state of Ubeydullah in turning away from People-asws of the Household is well known and is as 
well like the one pulling to himself. 

كِهولِمنِهوِفِِالُنة،ِأوِيرادِأنِماِسيداِمنِيدخلِالُنةِمنكِ كِهولِأهلِالُنة«ِأنِماِسيدا  هولِالدنياِ.علىِأن هِلَِيخلوِمنِأنِيريدِبقوله»ِسيدا

(It is) based upon that it is not vacant from that it is intended by its words, ‘Two chiefs of the 
elderly people of Paradise’ – they are chiefs of elderly of the ones who are in the Paradise, or 
it is intended that they are two chiefs of the ones from the elderly of the world who would be 
entering the Paradise. 

ِقدِوقفنا كِهل،ِ-وِأجْعتِالَمةِ-فانكِانِالَولِفذلكِبِطلِلَنِرسولِاللّ   علىِأنِجْيعِأهلِالُنةِجردِمرد،ِوِأن هِلَِيدخلها

So if it were the first, that is false because Rasool-Allah-saww has made us aware and the 
community is united upon that entirety of the people of Paradise would be hairless, tall, and 
an elderly would not enter it.  

فذلكِدافعِوِمناقضِللحديثِالمجمعِعلىِروايتهِمنِقولهِفِِالْسنِوِالْسينِعليهماِالسلَم»ِأنِماِسيداِشبابِأهلِالُنةِوِأبوهماِِِ-وِانكِانِالثانّ
 خيِْمنهما«ِ.

And if it were the second, so that is a repellent and contradictory to the Hadeeth, the concurred 
upon its reporting from his-saww words regarding Al-Hassan-asws and Al-Husayn-asws, may the 
greetings be upon them-asws, that they-asws are two chiefs of the youths of the people of 
Paradise and their-asws father-asws is better than them-asws.’  
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كِلكِهلِفِِالدنياِداخلونِفِِجْلةِمن كِانِلَِيدخلهاِإلَِشبابِفأبوِبكرِوِعمرِو كِلِمنِيدخلِالُنةِاذ يكونَنِِِِلَنِهذاِالخبَِيقتضىِأنِماِسيدا
 عليهماِالسلَمِسيديهِ

(This is) because this Hadeeth contradicts, they are two chiefs of every one who enters the 
Paradise when no one except the youths would be entering it. So Abu Bakr and Umar, and 
every elderly in the world are included in the totality that they-asws would be their chiefs.  

ِالدنياِوِهماِعليهماِالسلَمِمنِجْلةِمنكِانكِهلَِفِِالدنياِ.وِالخبَِالذيِرووهِيقتضىِأنِأبِِبكرِوِعمرِسيداهماِمنِحيثكِانَِسيدىِالكهولِفِِ

And the Hadeeth, which is reported, contradicts, Abu Bakr and Umar are their-asws chiefs from 
where they are two chiefs of the elderly in the word, and they-asws are from the totality of the 
ones who are elderly in the world.’  

 فَ قَالَِيَحْيَىِبْنُِأَكْثَمَِوَِرُوِيَِأَنَِعُمَرَِبْنَِالخَْطاَبِِسِراَجُِأهَْلِِالُْنََةِِ

Yahya Bin Aksan said, ‘And it is reported that Umar Bin Al-Khattab is a lantern of the people 
of Paradise.’  

يعَِالََِْفَ قَالَِعِوَِِ بِِنَْ وَارهِِمِْحَتََِّتُضِينْبِيَاءِِوَِالْمُرْسَلِيَنِلََِتُضِيهَذَاِأيَْضاًِمَُُالٌِلََِنَِفِِالُْنََةِِمَلََئِكَةَِاللَِِّالْمُقَربَِيَنِوَِآدَمَِوَِمُمدِ]مَُُمَداً[ِوَِجَِْ  ءَِبنُِورِِعُمَرَِءُِ

He-asws said: ‘And this as well is impossible, because in the Paradise there are Angels of Allah-

azwj, the ones of proximity, and Adam-as and Muhammad-saww and entirety of the Prophets and 
the Messengers-as, can they not be illuminated except the by the Noor of Umar?’ 

»ِهُمِْوَِأزَْواجُهُمِْفِِظِلَلiٍِ\وِقولهِتعالى13ِِالدهر:Eِِِِ\»ِمُتَكِئِيَنِفِيهاِعَلَىِالََْرائِكِِلَِيَ رَوْنَِفِيهاِشََْساًِوَِلَِزَمْهَريِراً«i\بلِالظاهرِمنِقولهِتعالِى
ِيحتاجِالىِالسراج.57ِيس:Eِِ\عَلَىِالََْرائِكِِمُتَكِؤُنَ«  أنِالُنةِليسِفيهاِظلَمِحتَّ 

Note: But the apparent from the Words of the Exalted: Reclining therein upon the couches, 
neither seeing (heat of a) sun therein nor intense cold [76:13], and Words of the Exalted: 
They and their wives would be in shades, reclining upon the couches [36:56]. The Paradise, 
there isn’t any darkness in it until one could be needy to the lantern. 

 فَ قَالَِيَحْيَىِوَِقَدِْرُوِيَِأَنَِالسَكِينَةَِتَ نْطِقُِعَلَىِلِسَانِِعُمَرَِ

Yahya said, ‘And it has been reported that the tranquillity speaks upon the tongue of Umar.’  

 ِ-شَيْطاَنًَِيَ عْتَْيِنِِِفإَِذَاِمِلْتُِفَسَدِ دُونِّ نَِلَِفَ قَالَِعِلَسْتُِبِنُْكِرِِفَضَائِلِِعُمَرَِوَِلَكِنَِأبََِِبَكْرٍِأفَْضَلُِمِنِْعُمَرَِفَ قَالَِعَلَىِرأَْسِِالْمِنْبََِِإِِ

He-asws said: ‘I-asws am not a denier of the merits of Umar, but Abu Bakr is superior to Umar. 
He had said on top of the pulpit, ‘There is a Satan-la for me appearing to me. So whenever I 
deviate, then guide me!’’ 

 فسددونى«ِِِِقدِقالِذلكِوِشبههِغيِْمرة،ِفمنِذلكِقوله»ِانىِوليتِعليكمِوِلستِبخيْكمِفانِرأيتمونِّعلىِالْقِفأعينونى،ِوِانِرأيتمونِّعلىِالباطل



‘Ilmul Rijal - An Un-Islamic Tool –     www.hubeali.com 

Page 13 of 31 

Note: He had said that and resembling it, more than once. From that are his words, ‘I am ruling 
upon you, and I am not the best of you. If you were to see me upon the truth, then assist me, 
and if you see me upon the falsehood, then guide me’.  

كِارها،ِوِلوددتِأنِفيكمِمنِيكفينى،ِأِفتظنونِانىِأعملِفيكمِبسنةِرسولِاللِّ  ِماِأنَِبخيْكمِوِلقدكِنتِلمقامىِهذا ؟ِاذنِلَِأقومِِوِقوله:»ِأماِوِاللّ 
كِانِمعهِملك،ِوِانِلَِشيطانَِيعتْينى،ِفإذاِغضبتِِ كِانِيعصمِبِلوحى،ِو فاجتنبونىِأنِلَِأؤثرِفِِاشعاركمِوِابشاركمِالَِفراعونىِِبِا،ِانِرسولِاللّ 

ِفانِاستقمتِفأعينونى،ِوِانِزغتِفقومونى.

And his words, ‘But, by Allah-azwj! I am not the best of you all, and I had been abhorrent to this 
position of mine, and I would have loved it if there was someone among you who could suffice 
me. Are you thinking that I shall be conducting among you all with the Sunnah of Rasool-Allah-

saww? Then I shall not be standing by it. Rasool-Allah-saww was protected by the Revelation, and 
there was an Angel with him-saww, and for me there is a Satan-la appearing to me. Whenever I 
am angry, then stay away from me. If I don’t prefer regarding your poems and your news then 
look after me. If I am straight, then assist me, and if I am crooked, then straighten me.’  

كِتبِالقومِمنهاِملأى.ِراجعِمسندِأحْدِج9ِِص2ِِِِقالِالسي دِحسينِبِرِالعلومِفِِهامشِتلخيصِالشافِِجِِ 1ِِ:ِوِبِذهِالعباراتِوِشبههاِتجد
كِنزِالعم الِج170ِِص1ِِوِالريَضِالنضرةِج14ِِِصِ و16ِِِِص1ِِِوِالْمامةِوِالسياسةِج139ِِص3ِِوِطبقاتِابنِسعدِج126ِِص3ِِو

 340ص4ِِوِسيْةِابنِهشامِج210ِِِص3ِتاريخِالطبَي ِجِ

The Seyyid Husayn Bahr Al Uloom said in the notes of ‘Talkhees Al Shafy’ V 2 P 9, ‘And with 
these expressions and its resembling, you will find books of the people filled with it. Refer to 
‘Musnad’ of Ahmad V 1 P 14, and ‘Al Riyaz Al Nazara’ V 1 P 170, and ‘Kanz Al Ammal’ V 3 P 
126, and ‘Tabaqaat Ibn Sa’ad’ V 3 P 139, and ‘Al Imamah Wa Al Siyasa’ V 1 P 16, and ‘Tareekh’ 
of Al Tabari V 3 P 210, and ‘Seerah’ of Ibn Hisham V 4 P 340.  

47ِِوِتاريخِالخلفاءِللسيوطيِص158ِِِِص2ِِِِوِالعقدِالفريدِج234ِِِِص2ِِِِ(ِوِعيونِالَخبارِج661ِِص2ِِِ)ِاقولِوِفِِالطبعةِالَخيْةِمنهاِجِِ
كِثيِْمن27ِِِوِالمجتنىِلَبنِدريدِص6ِِِِص1ِِِِوِتهذيبِالكمالِج134ِِِِص1ِِِِوِشرحِابنِأبِِالْديدِج388ِِِِص3ِِِِوِالسيْةِالْلبيةِجِِ وِغيْها

 كتبِالقومِ.

I (Majlisi) am saying, ‘And in ‘Al Tab’at Al Akheera’, from it V 2 P 661, and ‘Uyoon Al Akhbar’ 
V 2 P 234, and ‘Al Iqd’ of Al Fareed V 2 P 158, and ‘Tareekh Al Khulafa’ of Al Suyuti P 47, and 
‘Al Seerah Al Hakabiya’ V 3 P 388, and ‘Sharah’ of Ibn Al Hadeed V 1 P 134, and ‘Tahzeeb Al 
Kamaal V 1 P 6, and ‘Al Majtana’ of Ibn Dareyd P 27, and other such, a lot from the books of 
the people.  

 فَ قَالَِيَحْيَىِقَدِْرُوِيَِأَنَِالنَبيَِصِقاَلَِلَوِْلَمِْأبُْ عَثِْلبَُعِثَِعُمَرُِ

Yahya said, ‘It is being reported that the Prophet-saww said; ‘If I-saww had not been Sent, Umar 
would have been Sent (as Prophet-as).’  

فَ قَدِْأَخَذَِالَلُِّمِيثاَقَِالنَبِيِ يَنِفَكَيْفَِيُمْكِنُِِِوَِإِذِْأَخَذْنَِمِنَِالنَبِيِ يَنِمِيثاقَ هُمِْوَِمِنْكَِوَِمِنِْنوُحٍِِِفَ قَالَِعكِِتَابُِاللَِِّأَصْدَقُِمِنِْهَذَاِالْْدَِيثِِيَ قُولُِالَلُِّفِكِِتَابِهِِ
عِلَمِْيُشْركُِواِطرَْفَةَِعَيْنٍِ كَِانَِالَْنَبِْيَاءُِ  أَنِْيُ بَدِ لَِمِيثاَقَهُِوَ
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He-asws said: ‘The Book of Allah-azwj is more truthful than this Hadeeth. Allah-azwj is Saying in His-

azwj Book: And when We Took from the Prophets, their Covenants, and from you, and from 
Noah [33:7]. Allah-azwj had Taken the Covenant of the Prophets-as, so how is it possible that 
He-azwj would Replace His-azwj Covenant, and the Prophets-as did not commit Shirk even for the 
blink of an eye? 

كَِانَِأَكْثَرُِأيَََمِهِِمَعَِالشِ رْكِِبِِللَِِّوَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّ  صِنُ بِ ئْتُِوَِآدَمُِبَيْنَِالرُّوحِِوَِالَُْسَدِِِفَكَيْفَِيُ بْعَثُِبِِلنُّبُوَةِِمَنِْأَشْرَكَِوَ

‘How can He-azwj Send with the Prophet-hood someone who had committed Shirk, and most 
of his days were with the Shirk with Allah-azwj? And Rasool-Allah-saww was a Prophet-saww while 
Adam-as was between the spirit and the body!’ 

ِقَطُِّإِلََِظنََنْتُهُِقَدِْنَ زَلَِعَلَىِآلِِالخَْطاَبِِفَ قَالَِيَحْيَىِبْنُِأَكْثَمَِوَِقَدِْرُوِيَِأَنَِالنَبيَِصِقاَلَِمَاِ  احْتَبَسَِالْوَحْيُِعَنِِ 

Yahya Bin Aksam said, ‘And it is being reported that the Prophet-saww said: ‘The Revelation was 
not Withheld from me-saww at all except I-saww thought it had been Revealed upon the family 
of Al-Khattab.’’ 

فَكَيْفَِيُمْكِنُِأَنِْتَ نْتَقِلَِِِِمِنَِالنَاسِِ الَلُِّيَصْطفَِيِمِنَِالْمَلَئِكَةِِرُسُلًَِوَِِِفَ قَالَِعِوَِهَذَاِمَُُالٌِأيَْضاًِلَِنَهَُِلََِيََُوزُِأَنِْيَشُكَِالنَبيُِّصِفِِنُ بُوَتهِِِقاَلَِالَلُِّتَ عَالَىِ
 النُّبُوَةُِمِنَِِاصْطفََاهُِالَلُِّتَ عَالَىِإِلَىِمَنِْأَشْرَكَِبِهِِ

He-asws said: ‘And this is impossible because it is not allowed that the Prophet-saww would doubt 
regarding his-saww own Prophet-hood. Allah-azwj the Exalted Said: Allah Chooses messengers 
from among the Angels and from the people; surely Allah is Hearing, Seeing [22:75]. How is 
it possible that the Prophet-hood would be transferred from the one Allah-azwj the Exalted had 
Chosen to the one who was committing Shirk with Him-azwj?’ 

 قاَلَِيَحْيَىِبْنُِأَكْثَمَِرُوِيَِأَنَِالنَبيَِصِقاَلَِلَوِْنَ زَلَِالْعَذَابُِلَمَاِنَََاِمِنْهُِإِلََِعُمَرُِ

Yahya Bin Aksam said, ‘It is reported that the Prophet-saww said: ‘If the Punishment were to 
descend, no one would be saved from it except Umar.’ 

بَِمُِْوَِهُمِْيَسْتَغْفِرُونَِِِفَ قَالَِعِوَِهَذَاِمَُُالٌِأيَْضاًِإِنَِالَلَِّتَ عَالَىِيَ قُولُِ كِانَِالَلُِّمُعَذِ  بَِمُِْوَِأنَْتَِفِيهِمِْوَِما كِانَِالَلُِّليُِعَذِ  فأََخْبَََِسُبْحَانهَُِأَنِْلََِيُ عَذِ بَِِِِوَِما
 .أَحَداًِمَاِدَامَِفِيهِمِْرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِوَِمَاِدَامُواِيَسْتَغْفِرُونَِالَلُِّتَ عَالَىِ

He-asws said: ‘This is impossible as well. Allah-azwj the Exalted is Saying: And Allah was not going 
to Punish them while you were among them, nor would Allah Punish them while they are 
seeking Forgiveness [8:33]. The Glorious has Informed that He-azwj will not Punish anyone for 
as long as Rasool-Allah-saww is among them, and for as long as they (people) are seeking 
Forgiveness of Allah-azwj the Exalted.’’19 

 
19 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 50, The book of History – Muhammad Bin Aliasws, Ch 4 H 6 
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A Hadith can be taken from a liar if its words are true: 

ِأؤَُمُِّقَ وْمِيِفأََجْهَرُِبِِِتَ فْسِيُِْفُ راَتِِبْنِِإِبْ راَهِيمَ،ِعَنِْيَحْيَىِبْنِِزيََِدٍِرَفَ عَهُِعَنِْعَمْروِِبْنِِشَِْرٍِقاَلَ:  بِسْمِِاللَِِّالرَحْْنِِالرحَِيمِِِسَألَْتُِجَعْفَرَِبْنَِمَُُمَدٍِعِإِنّ ِ

Tafseer Furaat Bin Ibrahim – from Yahya Bin Ziyad, raising it, from Amro Bin Shimr who said,  

‘I asked Ja’far-asws Bin Muhammad-asws, ‘I tend to lead my people (in Salat), and I am loud with: 
In the Name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful [1:1].’ 

 قاَلَِنَ عَمِْحَقٌِّفاَجْهَرِْبِِاَِقَدِْجَهَرَِبِِاَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّص

He-asws said: ‘Yes, true, be loud with it, for Rasool-Allah-saww had been loud with it.’ 

كَِانَِمِنِْأَحْسَنِِالنَاسِِصَوْتاًِِ بِسْمِِاللَِِِِِّلَِبِِلْقُرْآنِِفإَِذَاِقاَمَِمِنَِاللَيْلِِيُصَلِ يِجَاءَِأبَوُِجَهْلٍِوَِالْمُشْركُِونَِيَسْتَمِعُونَِقِراَءَتَهُِفإَِذَاِقاَثَُِقاَلَِإِنَِرَسُولَِاللَِِّص
 وَضَعُواِأَصَابعَِهُمِْفِِآذَانِِِمِْوَِهَرَبوُاِفإَِذَاِفَ رغََِمِنِْذَلِكَِجَاءُواِفاَسْتَمَعُواِِ-الرَحْْنِِالرَحِيمِِ

Then he-asws said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww was from most excellent of people in voice with the 
Quran. When he-saww stood from the night and prayed Salat, Abu Jahl-la and the Polytheists 
came listening to his-saww recitation. When he-saww said: In the Name of Allah the Beneficent, 
the Merciful [1:1], they placed their fingers in their ears and they fled. When he-saww was free 
from that, they came (back) and listened.’ 

كَِانَِأبَوُِجَهْلٍِيَ قُولُِإِنَِابْنَِأَبِكَِبْشَةَِلَيُْدَِ دُِاسْمَِرَبِ هِِإِنهَُِليَُحِبُّهُِ  وَ

And Abu Jahl-la had said, ‘Ibn Abu Kabasha (i.e. Rasool-Allah-saww) tends to repeat the Name of 
his-saww Lord-azwj. He-saww loves Him-azwj.’  

كَِذُوبًِِ كَِانَ  فَ قَالَِجَعْفَرٌِصَدَقَِوَِإِنْ

Ja’far Sadiq-asws said: ‘He-la (Abu Jahl) spoke truth and even though he-la was a liar.’ 

ِِ.-بِسْمِِاللَِِّالرَحْْنِِالرَحِيمِِِوَِهُوَِِأدَْبِرهِِمِْنُ فُوراًِِوَِإِذاِذكََرْتَِرَبَكَِفِِالْقُرْآنِِوَحْدَهُِوَلَوْاِعَلىِقاَلَِفأَنَْ زَلَِاللَُِّ

He-asws said: ‘Allah-azwj Revealed: And whenever you mention your Lord in the Quran as being 
One, they turn around upon their backs in aversion [17:46], and it is: In the Name of Allah 
the Beneficent, the Merciful [1:1].’’20 

In another Hadith: 

Amir Al-Momineen-asws Ratified that Usman spoke the truth 

كِانِعليهِخيِْمنهما.ِولقدِقالِمنذِأيَمِقولَِرققتِلهِوأعجبتنِِمقالته.ِبينماِأنَِقاعدِعندهِفِِبيتهِإذِأتتهِعائشةِوِ حفصةِتطلبانِِفعثمانِعلىِما
شهادتكماِعلىِأنفسكما.ِميْاثهماِمنِضياعِرسولِاللهِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِوأموالهِالتيِبيده،ِفقال:ِ)لَِواللهِولَكِرامةِلكماِولَِنعمتِعنهِولكنِأجيزِِ

 
20 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 – The Book Salat  – Ch 46 H 29 
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بياِجلفاِيبولِفإنكماِشهدتَاِعندِأبويكماِأنكماِسَعتماِمنِرسولِاللهِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِيقول:ِ)النبيِلَِيورث،ِماِتركِفهوِصدقة(.ِثِلقنتماِأعرا
نِولَِمنِالَنصارِعلىِعقبيهِويتطهرِببولهِ)مالكِبنِأوسِبنِالْدثان(ِفشهدِمعكما،ِولمِيكنِفِِأصحابِرسولِاللهِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِمنِالمهاجري

 أحدِشهدِبذلكِغيْكماِوغيِْأعرابِ.ِِ

As for Usman, he was better than the two of them. He said some words, days ago, that I-asws 

sympathised with and his speech pleased me-asws. I-asws was seated in his presence at his house 

when Aisha and Hafsa came over seeking their inheritance from the loss of the Messenger of 

Allah-saww, and their wealth which was in his hands. He said, ‘No, by Allah-azwj, there is no 

honour for the two of you, nor any enjoyment from it, but I have been permitted by the very 

testimonies that you two bore against yourselves. The two of you testified to your own two 

fathers that you two had heard the Messenger of Allah-saww saying: ‘The Prophet-saww does not 

bequeath, whatsoever that he-saww leaves behind is charity’. Then the two of you teamed-up 

an uncouth Bedouin who was urinating like an animal and cleaning himself with his own urine 

(Malik Bin Aws Bin Al-Hadsaan), so he testified with the two of you. And there was none 

among the companions of the Messenger of Allah-saww neither from the Emigrants nor from 

the Helpers who testified to that apart from the two of you and that Bedouin.  

كِذبِعلىِرسولِاللهِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِوكذبتماِعليهِمعه.ِولكنِِأجيزِشهادتكماِعلىِأنفسكماِفاذهباِفلَِحق لكما.ِِِأماِوالله،ِماِأشكِأنهِقد
كِنتماِِفانصرفتاِمنِعندهِتلعنانهِوتشتمانه.ِفقال:ِارجعا،ِأليسِقدِشهدتَاِبذلكِعندِأبِِبكر؟ِقالتا:ِنعم.ِقال:ِفإنِشهدتَاِبِقِفلَِحقِلكما ،ِوإن

ِشهدتَاِبباطلِفعليكماِوعلىِمنِأجازِشهادتكماِعلىِأهلِهذاِالبيتِلعنةِاللهِوالملَئكةِوالناسِأجْعين.ِ

‘But, by Allah-azwj, there is no doubt that he lied against the Messenger of Allah-saww, and the 

two of you lied with him. But for me, I am permitted by the very testimonies of the two of 

you against your own selves, so go away, for there is no right for the two of you.’ So, the two 

of them left from his presence cursing and insulting him.  

So he said, ‘Come back, did not the two of you testify that in the presence of Abu Bakr?’ They 

said, ‘Yes’. He said, ‘So if the two of you have testified by the truth, there is no right now for 

the two of you, and if the two of you have testified falsely, then upon the two of you, and the 

one who permitted your testimonies, are the Curses of Allah-azwj and His-azwj Angels, and all of 

the people.’ 

هما.ِفرققتِِقالِعليهِالسلَم:ِثِنظرِإلَِفتبسمِثِقال:ِيَِأبِِالْسن،ِأشفيتكِمنهما؟ِقلت:ِنعم،ِواللهِوأبلغتِوقلتِحقا،ِفلَِيرغمِاللهِإلَِآنَف
ِائهِحقنا.ِلعثمانِوعلمتِأنهِإنماِأرادِبذلكِرضايِوأنهِأقربِمنهماِرحْاِوأكفِعناِمنهما،ِحِوإنكِانِلَِعذرِلهِولَِحجةِبتأميْهِعليناِوادع

He-asws said: ‘Then he (Usman) looked at me-asws, smiled, then said, ‘O Abu Al-Hassan-asws, was 

I just with two of them?’ I said, ‘Yes, by Allah-azwj, you have conveyed and spoken the truth. 

Allah-azwj will not but humiliate the two of them.’ I-asws sympathised with Usman, and I-asws 

knew that he only intended to please me-asws by that, and he was similar to the two of them 

(Abu Bakr and Umar) in unjust, and held back from us-asws (our rights) more than the two of 
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them, and it was not an excuse for him, nor an argument that he could construct against 

us-asws and his claim over our-asws rights.’21 

Appendix I: Ahadith on some of the well-known liars  

مُمدِبنِخالدِالطيالسي،ِعنِابنِأبِِنَران،ِعنِابنِسنانِقال:ِقالِأبوِعبدِاللهِعليهِالسلَم:ِإنَِأهلِبيتِصادقونِلَِنخلوِمنِِكش:ِسعد،ِعنِِ
كِانِرسولِاللهِصلىِاللهِعليهِوالهِأصدقِالبَيةِلهجةِوكانِمسيلمةِيكذبِعليهِ،  كذابِيكذبِعليناِويسقطِصدقناِبكذبهِعليناِعندِالناس،

Sa’ad, from Muhammad Bin Khalid Al Tayalisy, from Ibn Abu Najran, from Ibn Sinan who said,  

‘Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘We-asws the People-asws of the Household are truthful. We-asws are not 
devoid of the lying one lying upon us-asws, and he drops our-asws truthfulness in the presence 
of the people by his lies. Rasool-Allah-saww is the most truthful of the people in tone, and 
Musaylam-la lied upon him-saww.  

اِيفتْيِعليهِوكانِأميِْالمؤمنينِعليهِالسلَمِأصدقِمنِبرأِاللهِمنِبعدِرسولِاللهِصلىِاللهِعليهِوالهِوكانِالذيِيكذبِعليهِويعملِفِِتكذيبِصدقهِبِ
 منِالكذبِعبدِاللهِابنِسباِلعنهِالله،

‘And Amir Al-Momineen-asws was the most truthful person of Allah-azwj from after Rasool-Allah-

saww, and the one who lied upon him-asws and worked in belying his-asws truthfulness with what 
he fabricated upon him-asws from the lies was Abdullah Ibn Saba, may Allah-azwj Curse him. 

كِانَ يكذبِنِعلىِعليِِِِوكانِأبوِعبدِاللهِالْسينِبنِعليِعليهِالسلَمِقدِابتلىِبِلمختار،ِثِذكرِأبوِعبدِاللهِعليهِالسلَمِالْارثِالشاميِوبنانِفقال:
ومعمراِوِبشاراِالَشعريِوحْزةِالبَبريِوصائدِالنهديِفقال:ِلعنهمِاللهِإنَِ ذكرِالمغيْةِبنِسعيدوبزيعاوالسريِوأبِِالخطاببنِالْسينِعليهماِالسلَم،ِثِ

كِلكِذابِوأذاقهمِحرِالْديد.ِ كِفانَِاللهِمؤونة  لَِنخلوِمنكِذابِيكذبِعليناِأوِعاجزِالرأي،

‘And Abu Abdullah Al-Husayn Bin Ali-asws had been tempted by Al-Mukhtar.’ Then Abu 
Abdullah-asws mentioned Al-Haris Al-Shamy, and Banan, and he-asws said: ‘Both of them had 
lied upon Ali-asws Bin Al-Husayn-asws’. Then he-asws mentioned Al-Mugheira Bin Saeed, and 
Bazia, and Al-Sary, and Abu Al-Khattab, and Ma’mara, and Bashara Al-Ash’ary, and Hamza Al-
Barbary, and Sa’id Al-Nahdy, and he-asws said: ‘May Allah-azwj Curse them. We-asws are not 
devoid from a liar lying upon us-asws, or a frustrated one of the opinions. Allah-azwj Suffices 
us-asws as a Supporter against every liar and would Make them taste the heat of the iron.’’22  

Ahadith on the character of Ibn Abbas: 

Abd Allāh ibn ʿAbbās (c. 619 – 687 CE – 1-87 A.H.), also known as Ibn ʿAbbās, is known to be 
one of the cousins of the prophet Muhammad-saww. Ibn ʿAbbās has transmitted many Ahadith 
and is considered to be the greatest mufassir of the Qur'an by most Muslims. Below we 
present some Ahadith which highlight his character.  

 
21 The Book of Sulaym Bin Qays Al-Hilali, H. 14, see for example: https://hubeali.com/kitab-e-sulaym/ 
22 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 28 H 12 
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ِعَنِْسُفْيَانَِبْنِِسَعِيدٍِعَنِِالزُّهْريِِ ِقاَلَِسََِعِْكش،ِرجالِالكشيِعَلِيُِّبْنُِزيََِدٍِالصائعِ]الصَائِغُِ تُِالْْاَرِثَِِ[ِعَنِْعَبْدِِالْعَزيِزِِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْخَلَفٍِالْمَخْزُومِيِ 
كُِلَِمَالٍِفِِبَ يْتِِالْمَالِِبِِلْبَصْرَةِِوَِلَِْقَِبِكََةَِوَِ اسْتَعْمَلَِعَلِيٌِّعِيَ قُولُِ كَِانَِمَبْلَغُهُِألَْفَيِْألَْفِِدِرْهَمٍِعَلَىِالْبَصْرَةِِعَبْدَِاللَِِّبْنَِعَبَاسٍِفَحَمَلَ  تَ رَكَِعَلِي اًِوَ

(The book) ‘Rijal’ of Al Kashy – Ali Bin Ziyad Al Saig, from Abdul Aziz Bin Muhammad, from Khalaf Al Makhzumi, 
from Sufyan Bin Saeed, from Al Zuhry who said, ‘I heard Al Haris saying,  

‘(Imam) Ali-asws utilised Abdullah Bin Abbas upon Al-Basra (as governor). He carried away all 
the wealth which was in the public treasure at Al-Basra and joined with Makkah and left 
(Imam) Ali-asws, and it (the embezzled wealth) reached two million Dirhams.  

ِقَدِْفَصَعِدَِعَلِيٌِّعِالْمِنْبَََِحِيَنِبَ لَغَهُِذَلِكَِفَ بَكَىِفَ قَالَِهَذَاِابْنُِعَمِ ِرَسُولِِاللَِِّصِفِِعَمَلِهِِوَِقَدِْ كَِانَِدُونهَُِاللَهُمَِإِنّ ِ رهِِِيَ فْعَلُِمِثْلَِهَذَاِفَكَيْفَِيُ ؤْمَنُِمَنْ
 فأََرحِْنِِِمِنْهُمِْوَِاقْبِضْنِِِإلِيَْكَِغَيَِْْعَاجِزٍِوَِلََِمَلُولٍِ.مَلِلْتُهُمِْ

Imam Ali-asws ascended the pulpit when that reached him. He-asws cried. He-asws said: ‘This is a 
son of an uncle of Rasool-Allah-saww. In his deed and being in his worth, he has done the like 
of this? So, how will the ones who are besides him, believe? O Allah-azwj! I-asws am fed up with 
them, so Give me-asws rest from them and Take me-asws to You-azwj, without frustration nor 
weariness.’’23  

In another report: 

كَِتَبَِِِمِنَِالْيَمَامَةِِيَذْكُرُِعَنِْمُعَلَىِبْنِِهِلََلٍِعَنِِالشَعْبيِ ِقاَلَ:ِِالْكَشِ يُِّشَيْخٌِقاَلَِِ لَمَاِاحْتَمَلَِعَبْدُِاللَِِّبْنُِعَباَسٍِبَ يْتَِمَالِِالْبَصْرَةِِوَِذَهَبَِبِهِِإِلَىِالِْْجَازِ
ِبْنِِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِإِلَىِعَبْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِعَبَاسٍِِِ-إلِيَْهِِعَلِيُِّبْنُِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِع ِِِِ-مِنِْعَبْدِِاللَِِّعَلِيِ  كُِنْتُِأَشْركَْتُكَِفِِأمََانَتِيِوَِلَمِْيَكُنِْأَحَدٌِمِنِْأهَْلِِِأمََاِبَ عْدُِفإَِنّ ِ قَدْ

 انةَِِإِلَََِبَ يْتِيِفِِنَ فْسِيِأوَْثَقَِمِنْكَِلِمُوَاسَاتِِوَِمُؤَازَرَتِِوَِأدََاءِِالََْمَِ

Al-Kashy said, ‘A sheykh from Al Yamama mentioned from Moalla Bin Hilal, from Al-Shaby who said,  

‘When Abdullah Bin Abbas carried away (embezzled) the public treasury of Al-Basra and went 
with it to Al-Hijaz, Imam Ali-asws Bin Abu Talib-asws wrote to him: ‘From a servant of Allah-azwj 
Ali-asws Bin Abu Talib-asws to Abdullah Bin Abbas. As for after, I-asws used to participate you in 
my-asws entrustments and there did not happen to be anyone from my-asws family members 
more trustworthy than you regarding myself, for consoling me-asws and supporting me-asws and 
fulfilling the entrustments to me-asws.  

كَِلِبَِوَِالْعَدُوَِعَلَيْهِِقَدِْحَرِبَِوَِأمََانةََِالنَاسِِقَدِْعَِ ِِ-الَْمُُورَِقَدِْفَشَتِْقَ لَبْتَِلَِبْنِِعَمِ كَِظَهْرَِالْمِجَن ِِوَِهَذِهِِِِِ-زَتِْفَ لَمَاِرأَيَْتَِالزَمَانَِعَلَىِابْنِِعَمِ كَِقَدْ
 وَِفاَرَقْ تَهُِمَعَِالْمُفَارقِِيَنِوَِخَذَلْتَهُِأَسْوَأَِخِذْلََنِِالْخاَذِلِينَِ

‘But when you saw the times have overturned upon the son-asws of your uncle-as, and the 
enemies had waged war upon him-asws, and the entrustments of the people had been 
betrayed, and these matters had become widespread, you turned your back to the son-asws of 
your uncle-as (like the) madman and separated from him-asws with the separating ones and 
abandoned him-asws with evil abandoning of the abandoning ones.  

 
23 Bihar Al Awaar – V 40, The book of History – Amir Al Momineenasws, Ch 124 H 21 a 
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كَِأنََكَِإِنمََِ تَكُنِْعَلَىِبَ يِ نَةٍِمِنِْرَبِ كَِوَ كَِأنََكَِلمَِْ هَادِكَِوَ تَكُنِْترُيِدُِالَلَِّبِجِ كُِنْتَِتَكِيدُِأمَُةَِمَُُمَدٍِصِعَلَىِدُنْ يَاهُمِْوَِتَ نْوِيِغِرَتَهمُِْفَ لَمَاِأمَْكَنَتْكَِفَكَأنََكَِلمَِْ ا
ئْبِِالََِْالشِ دَةُِفِِخِيَانةَِِأمَُِ  ِ-زلِِِدَامِيَةَِالْمِعْزَىِالْكَسِيْةَِِةِِمَُُمَدٍِصِأَسْرَعْتَِالْوَثْ بَةَِوَِعَجَلْتَِالْعَدْوَةَِفاَخْتَطفَْتَِمَاِقَدَرْتَِعَلَيْهِِاخْتِطاَفَِالذِ 

‘It is as if you did not intend Allah-azwj with your Jihad, and it is as if you did not happen to be 
upon a Proof from your Lord-azwj, and it is as if you were rather plotting against the community 
of Muhammad-saww upon their religion and intended to deceive them. So, when the difficulty 
enabled you (an opportunity) in betraying the community of Muhammad-saww, you were quick 
with the pouncing and hastened the enmity, so you snatched upon whatever you were able 
upon like the snatching by the wolf of the still, injured, helpless goat. 

بِِلْمَعَادِِأَِوَِمَاِتََاَفُِمِنِْسُوءِِالِْْسَابِِأَِوَِمَاِيَكْبَُُِعَلَيْكَِأَنِِِِْكَأنََكَِلََِأبََِِلَكَِإِنَماَِجَرَرْتَِإِلَىِأهَْلِكَِتُ راَثَكَِمِنِْأبَيِكَِوَِأمُِ كَِسُبْحَانَِاللَِِّأَِمَاِتُ ؤْمِنُِ
مَاءَِوَِتَ نْكِحَِالنِ سَاءَِ  بِِمَْوَالِِالََْراَمِلِِوَِالْمُهَاجِريِنَِالَذِينَِأفَاَءَِالَلُِّعَلَيْهِمِْهَذِهِِالْبِلََدَِ تَشْتَِْيَِالِْْ

‘May there be no father for you! It is as if you were taking it to your family, the inheritance 
from your father and your mother. Glory be to Allah-azwj! Do you not believe in the Hereafter? 
Or do you not fear from the evil Reckoning? Or is it not grievous upon you that you have 
bought the slave girls, and married the women with the wealth of the widows and the 
emigrants, those Allah-azwj had Legalised this city upon them?  

كَِانَِلَهمَُاِارْدُدِْإِلَىِالْقَوْمِِأمَْوَالَهمُِْفَ وَِاللَِِّلئَِنِْلَمِْتَ فْعَلِْثَُِأمَْكَنَنَِِِالَلُِّمِنْكَِلََُعْذِرَنَِاللََِّ ِفِيكَِوَِاللَِِّفَ وَِاللَِِّلَوِْأَنَِحَسَناًِوَِحُسَيْناًِفَ عَلََِمِثْلَِالَذِيِفَ عَلْتَِلَمَا
حَتََِّآخُذَِالَْْقَِوَِأزُيِحَِالُْوَْرَِعَنِْمَظْلُومِهَاِوَِالسَلََمُِِ-لِكَِهَوَادَةٌِعِنْدِيِفِِذَِ  -وَِلََِلِوَاحِدٍِمِنْهُمَاِعِنْدِيِفِيهِِرُخْصَةٌِ

‘Return to the people their wealth! By Allah-azwj! If you do not do so, then Allah-azwj Enables 
me-asws from you, I-asws shall excuse (myself-asws) regarding you. By Allah-azwj! By Allah-azwj! Even 
if Hassan-asws and Husayn-asws had done like that which you have done, there would have been 
no leniency with me-asws for them-asws regarding that, nor for one of them-asws there is any 
allowance with me-asws, until I-asws take back the right and obliterate the tyranny from its 
injustices. And the greetings!’ 

تِِمَالِِاللَِِِّكِتَابُكَِتُ عْظِمُِعَلَيَِإِصَابةََِالْمَالِِالَذِيِأَخَذْتهُُِمِنِْبَ يْتِِمَالِِالْبَصْرَةِِوَِلَعَمْريِِإِنَِلَِفِِبَ يِْقاَلَِفَكَتَبَِإلِيَْهِِعَبْدُِاللَِِّبْنُِعَبَاسٍِأمََاِبَ عْدُِفَ قَدِْأتََانِِّ
 أَكْثَرَِمِاَِأَخَذْتُِوَِالسَلََمُِ

He (the narrator) said, ‘Abdullah Bin Abbas wrote to him-asws, ‘As for after your-asws letter came 
to me making a big thing upon me having taken the wealth which I have taken from the public 
treasury of Al-Basra. And, by my life! For me, in the public treasure, is more than what I have 
taken. And the greetings!’ 

كُِلُِّالْعَجَبِِمِنِْتَ زْيِيِنِنَ فْسِكَِأَنَِِ رَجُلٍِمِنَِالْمُسْلِمِيَنِفَ قَدِِِْلَكَِفِِبَ يْتِِمَالِِاللَِِّأَكْثَرَِمِنِْمَالِِقاَلَِفَكَتَبَِإلِيَْهِِعَلِيُِّبْنُِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِعِأمََاِبَ عْدُِفاَلْعَجَبُ
ِوَِيحُِلُِّلَكَِمَاِحَرَِ ثِْ كَِانَِتََنَِ يكَِالْبَاطِلَِوَِادِ عَاؤُكَِمَاِلََِيَكُونُِيُ نْجِيكَِمِنَِالِْْ  مَِالَلُِّعَلَيْكَِعَمَرَكَِالَلُِّإِنَكَِلََنَْتَِالْعَبْدُِالْمُهْتَدِيِإِذَنِْأفَْ لَحْتَِإِنْ

He (the narrator) said, ‘(Imam) Ali-asws Bin Abu Talib-asws wrote to him: ‘As for after, so the 
surprise of all surprises is your adorning yourself that in the public treasury of Allah-azwj, there 
is for you more than (the share of) wealth of one man from the Muslims, so you have 
succeeded. If your wish and your claim is false, it would not happen to rescue you from the 
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sin and permit for you what Allah-azwj has Prohibited unto you. May Allah-azwj Give you long 
life, for you are the guided servant, then.  

ِلََقُْسِمُِبِِللَِِِّفَ قَدِْبَ لَغَنِِِأنََكَِاتَََذْتَِمَكَةَِوَطنَاًِوَِضَرَبْتَِبِِاَِعَطنَاًِتَشْتَِْيِمُوَلَدَاتِِمَكَةَِوَِالطاَئِفِِتََِْ تَارهُُنَِعَلَىِعَيْنَيْكَِوَِتُ عْطِيِفِيهِنَِمَالَِغَيِْْكَِوَِإِنّ ِ
ِالْعِزةَِِ ِوَِرَبِ كَِرَبِ   مَاِيَسُرُّنِّأَنَِمَاِأَخَذْتُِمِنِْأمَْوَالهِِمِْلَِحَلََلٌِأدََعُهُِلعَِقِبيِمِيْاَثاًِرَبِِ 

‘It has reached me-asws that you have taken Makkah as a homeland and have struck a tannery 
at it, buying slave girls of Makkah and Al-Taif, choosing them before your eyes, and giving 
regarding them the wealth of others. And I-asws swear by Allah-azwj, my-asws Lord-azwj and your 
Lord-azwj, Lord-azwj of Might! What makes me-asws happy is that whatever I-asws have taken from 
their wealth for me-asws, is Permissible. I-asws shall leave it for my-asws posterity as an 
inheritance.  

وَِمَاِذَلِكَِِِِ-وَِعُرضِْتَِعَلَىِرَبِ كَِالْمَحَلَِالَذِيِيَ تَمَنَىِالرَجْعَةَِالْمُضَيِ عُِللِتَوْبةَِِلِذَلِكَِ -رُوَيْداًِرُوَيْداًِفَكَأَنِْقَدِْبَ لَغْتَِالْمَدَىِِفَلََِغُرُورَِأَشَدُِّبِِغْتِبَاطِكَِتَأْكُلُهُِ
 وَِلََتَِحِيَنِمَنَاصٍِوَِالسَلََمُِ

‘So, do not be intensely proud with happiness, consuming it slowly, slowly. It is as if you have 
reached the end, and you are presented to your Lord-azwj in the place of the one who wishes 
the return (to the world) the wastage of the repentance of that: so they called out for escape 
when it was too late? [38:3]. And the greeting.’ 

ِإِلَََِمِنِْأَنِْألَْقَىِالَلَِّ قاَلَِفَكَتَبَِإلِيَْهِِعَبْدُِاللَِِّبْنُِعَباَسٍِأمََاِبَ عْدُِفَ قَدِْأَكْثَرْتَِعَلَيَِفَ وَِاللَِِّلَََنِْ ألَْقَىِالَلَِّبِجَمِيعِِمَاِفِِالََْرْضِِمِنِْذَهَبِهَاِوَِعِقْيَانِِاَِأَحَبُّ
 .بِدَمِِرَجُلٍِمُسْلِمٍِ

He (the narrator) said, ‘Abdullah Bin Abbas wrote to him-asws, ‘As for after, you-asws have 
(spoken) a lot upon me. By Allah-azwj! If I meet Allah-azwj with the entirety of what is in the 
earth, from its gold and its treasures, it would be more beloved to me than if I were to meet 
Allah-azwj with the blood of a Muslim man (like you-asws will – God Forbid Nouzo Billah).’’24 

A similar account is also reported by Syed Razi in Nahj Al-Balagah: 

كِِتَابٍِلَهُِعِإِلَىِعَبْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِالْعَبَاسِِ كُِنْتُِأَشْركَْتُكَِفِِأمََانَتِيِوَِجَعَلْتُكَِشِعَاريِِوَِبِطاَنَتِيِوَِلَمِْيَكُنِْفِِأهَْلِيِرَجُِِِنِج،ِنِجِالبلَغةِوَِمِنْ لٌِِأمََاِبَ عْدُِفإَِنّ ِ
 أوَْثَقَِمِنْكَِفِِنَ فْسِيِلِمُوَاسَاتِِوَِمُوَازَرَتِِوَِأدََاءِِالََْمَانةَِِإِلَََِ

(The book) ‘Nahj Al Balagah’ –  

From a letter of his-asws to Abdullah Bin Al-Abbas: ‘As for after, I-asws used to participate you in 
my-asws entrustments and made you my-asws consultant and my-asws confidant, and there does 
not happen to be any man among my-asws family members more trustworthy than you are 
regarding myself-asws, to sympathise with me-asws, and as my-asws back-up, and fulfilling the 
entrustments to-asws.  

 
24 Bihar Al Awaar – V 40, The book of History – Amir Al Momineenasws, Ch 124 H 21 b 
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كَِلِبَِوَِالْعَدُوَِقَدِْحَرِبَِوَِأمََانةََِالنَاسِِقَدِْخَزيَِتِْوَِ هَذِهِِالَْمَُةَِقَدِْفَ تَكَتِْوَِشَغَرَتِْقَ لَبْتَِلَِبْنِِعَمِ كَِظَهْرَِالْمِجَنِ ِِِفَ لَمَاِرأَيَْتَِالزَمَانَِعَلَىِابْنِِعَمِ كَِقَدْ
 تَهُِمَعَِالْخاَذِلِيَنِوَِخُنْتَهُِمَعَِالْخاَئنِِينَِفَ فَارَقْ تَهُِمَعَِالْمُفَارقِِيَنِوَِخَذَلِْ

‘When you (Ibn Abbas) saw the times to have overturned upon the son-asws of your uncle-as, 
and the enemies to have declared war, and entrustments of the people to have been sold-
out, and this community had assaulted and vacated, you (Ibn Abbas) overturned to the son-

asws of your uncle-as, exposing the shield, so you separated along with the separating ones, and 
forsook along with the forsaking ones, and betrayed him-asws along with the betraying ones.   

كَِأنََكَِلمَِْ هَادِكَِوَ كَِأنََكَِلَمِْتَكُنِِالَلَِّترُيِدُِبِجِ كُِنْتَِتَكِيدُِهَذِهِِالَْمَُةَِعَنِْفَلََِابْنَِعَمِ كَِآسَيْتَِوَِلََِالََْمَانةََِأدََيْتَِوَ كَِأنََكَِإِنَماَ ِتَكُنِْعَلَىِبَ يِ نَةٍِمِنِْرَبِ كَِوَ
 مِْعَنِْفَ يْئِهِمِْدُنْ يَاهُمِْوَِتَ نْوِيِغِرَتهَُِ

‘Thus, you neither comforted the son-asws of your uncle-as nor did you fulfil the entrustments, 
and it is as if you do not happen to intend Allah-azwj in your Jihad, and it is as if you do not 
happen to be any proof from your Lord-azwj, and it is as if you were rather plotting with this 
community about their world and intending to deceive them of their war booty.  

ئْبِِِفَ لَمَاِأمَْكَنَتْكَِالشِ دَةُِفِِخِيَانةَِِالَْمَُةِِأَسْرَعْتَِالْكَرةََِوَِعَاجَلْتَِالْوَثْ بَةَِفاَخْتَطفَْتَِمَاِقَِ دَرْتَِعَلَيْهِِمِنِْأمَْوَالهِِمُِالْمَصُونةَِِلََِراَمِلِهِمِْوَِأيَْ تَامِهِمُِاخْتِطاَفَِالذِ 
ِدَامِيَةَِالْمِعْزَِ ِمِنِْأَخْذِهِِالََْزَلِ   ىِالْكَسِيْةََِفَحَمَلْتَهُِإِلَىِالِْْجَازِِرَحِيبَِالصَدْرِِبَِِمْلِهِِغَيَِْْمُتَأَث ٍِ

‘When the difficulties enabled you in betraying the community, you were quick of the turning 
and hastened the pouncing and you snatched from their wealth whatever you were able upon 
which had been protected for their widows and their orphans (like) the snatching by the wolf 
a wounded goat, helpless. Then you carried it to Al-Hijaz, broadening the chest, carrying it 
without any guilt of having taken it.  

كَِانَِعِنْدَنََِِكَأنََكَِلََِأبََِِلغَِيِْْكَِحَدَرْتَِعَلَىِأهَْلِِتُ راَثِكَِمِنِْأبَيِكَِوَِأمُِ كَِفَسُبْحَانَِاللَِِّأَِمَاِتُ ؤْمِنُِبِِِ لْمَعَادِِأَِوَِمَاِتََاَفُِمِنِْنقَِاشِِالِْْسَابِِأيَ ُّهَاِالْمَعْدُودُ
 مِنِْذَوِيِالَْلَْبَابِِ

‘It is as if there was no father for others, you rolled down upon the people as being your 
inheritance from your father and your mother. Glory be to Allah-azwj! Are you not believing in 
the Hereafter? Are you not fearing from the argument of the Reckoning? O you, the one who 
was counted with us as being with the understanding!  

مَاءَِ وَِتَ نْكِحُِالنِ سَاءَِمِنِْمَالِِالْيَتَامَىِوَِالْمَسَاكِيِنِوَِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِوَِِِكَيْفَِتُسِيغُِشَراَبًِِوَِطعََاماًِوَِأنَْتَِتَ عْلَمُِأنََكَِتَأْكُلُِحَراَماًِوَِتَشْرَبُِحَراَماًِوَِتَ بْتَاعُِالِْْ
 وَِأَحْرَزَِبِِِمِْهَذِهِِالْبِلََدَِ يْهِمِْهَذِهِِالََْمْوَالَِالْمُجَاهِدِينَِالَذِينَِأفَاَءَِالَلُِّعَلَِ

‘How can you partake drink and food and you know that you are eating unlawfully and 
drinking unlawfully, and you are buying the maids and marrying the women from the wealth 
of the orphans and the poor and the Momineen and the fighters, the ones Allah-azwj had 
Legalised this wealth upon them and Protects this city by them? 

نْكَِلََُعْذِرَنَِإِلَىِاللَِِّفِيكَِوَِلَََضْربَِ نَكَِبِسَيْفِيَِالَذِيِمَاِضَرَبْتُِبهِِِأَحَداًِإِلََِدَخَلَِفاَتَقِِالَلَِّوَِارْدُدِْإِلَىِهَؤُلََءِِالْقَوْمِِأمَْوَالَهمُِْفإَِنَكَِإِنِْلَمِْتَ فْعَلِْثَُِأمَْكَنَنِِِالَلُِّمِِ
 الناَرَِ
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‘Fear Allah-azwj, and return to these people their wealth, for you, if you do not do so, then 
Allah-azwj Enables me-asws from you, I-asws shall excuse myself-asws to Allah-azwj regarding you and 
strike you with my-asws sword which no one has been struck by it except he entered the Fire.  

كَِانَتِْلَهمَُاِعِنْدِيِهَوَادَِ ِبِِِراَدَةٍِحَتََِّآخُذَِالَْْقَِمِنْهُمَاِوَِأزُيِحَِالْبَاطِلَِعَنِِْةٌِوَِلََِِوَِوَِاللَِِّلَوِْأَنَِالَْْسَنَِوَِالُْْسَيْنَِفَ عَلََِمِثْلَِفِعْلِكَِالَذِيِفَ عَلْتَِمَا ظفَِراَِمِنِِ 
 مَظْلَمَتِهِمَاِ

‘And, by Allah-azwj, even if Al-Hassan-asws and Al-Hassan-asws were to do similar to your deed 
which you have done, there would not have been any clemency for them-asws with me-asws nor 
any success from me-asws until I-asws would have taken it back from them-asws and removed the 
falsehood from their-asws injustices.  

ِالْعَالَمِيَنِمَاِيَسُرُّنِّأَنَِمَاِأَخَذْتَهُِمِنِْأمَْوَالهِِمِْحَلََلٌِلَِأتَْ ركُُهُِمِيَِْ  اثاًِلِمَنِْبَ عْدِيوَِأقُْسِمُِبِِللَِِّرَبِ 

‘And I-asws swear by Allah-azwj, Lord-azwj of the worlds! It would not make me-asws happy if I-asws 
were to take it from their wealth as being permissible for me-asws and leave it as an inheritance 
for the ones after me-asws.  

ِالَذِيِيُ نَادِيِالظاَلمُِفِيهِِبِِلَْْسْرَةِِوَِيَ تَمَنَىِالْمُضَيِ عُِالرَجْعَةَِفَضَحِ ِرُوَيْداًِفَكَأنََكَِقَدِْبَ لَغْتَِالْمَدَىِوَِدُفِنْتَِتََْتَِالثرََىِوَِعُرضَِتِْعَلَيْكَِأعَْمَالُكَِبِِلْمَحَل ِِ
 .وَِلَتَِحِيَنِمَناصٍِِفِيهِِ

‘Have a little shame! It is as if you have reached the limit (of your life), and have already been 
buried under the soil, and your deeds are being presented to you at the place which the unjust 
one would be calling out in with the regret and he who wasted would wish for the return 
during it: so they called out for escape when it was too late? [38:3].’’25 

كَِانَِجَوَابهُُِأمََاِب َِِِوَِقَدِْرَوَىِأرَْبَِبُِهَذَاِالْقَوْلِِ كَِتَبَِإِلَىِعَلِيٍ ِعِجَوَابًِِعَنِْهَذَاِالْكِتَابِِقاَلُواِوَ عْدُِفَ قَدِْأتََانّكِِتَابُكَِتُ عَظِ مُِعَلَيَِمَاِِأَنَِعَبْدَِاللَِِّبْنَِعَبَاسٍ
 لْمَالِِلَََكْثَرُِمِاَِأَخَذْتُِوَِالسَلََمُِأَصَبْتُِمِنِْبَ يْتِِمَالِِالْبَصْرَةِِوَِلَعَمْريِِإِنَِحَقِ يِفِِبَ يْتِِا

And it has been reported by the reporters of these words, ‘Abdullah Bin Abbas wrote an 
answer to Ali-asws of this letter. And his answer was, ‘As for after, your-asws letter has come to 
me magnifying upon me what I had attained from the public treasury of Al-Basra, and by my 
life, my right in the public treasury is more than what I have taken. And the greetings.’ 

اِلْعَجَبِِأَنِْتُ زَيِ نَِلَكَِنَ فْسُكَِأَنَِلَكَِفِِبَ يْتِِمَِ لِرَِجُلٍِمِنَِالْمُسْلِمِيَنِفَ قَدِْأفَْ لَحْتَِقاَلُواِفَكَتَبَِإلِيَْهِِعَلِيٌِّعِأمََاِبَ عْدُِفإَِنَِمِنَ ِأَكْثَرَِمِاَ الِِالْمُسْلِمِيَنِمِنَِالَْْقِ 
كَِانَِتََنَِ يكَِالْبَاطِلَِوَِ ِوَِيحُِلُِّلَكَِالْمُحَرَمَِإِنَكَِلََنَْتَِالْمُهْتَدِيِالسَعِيدُِإِنْ  ِإِذَنِِْادِ عَاؤُكَِمَاِلََِيَكُونُِيُ نْجِيكَِمِنَِالْمَأْثَِ

They said, Imam Ali-asws wrote to him: ‘As for after, surely from the wonders is that your soul 
is adorning for you that there is a right for you in the public treasury more than what is for a 
man from the Muslims, so you have succeeded. If your false wishes and your claiming what 
cannot save you from the sins, and permits for you the prohibited, then you are the guided, 
the fortunate.  

 
25 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 29 H 705 a 
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 يِْْكَِتَشْتَِْيِبِِاَِمُوَلَدَاتِِمَكَةَِوَِالْمَدِينَةِِوَِالطاَئِفِِتََْتَارهُُنَِعَلَىِعَيْنِكَِوَِتُ عْطِيِفِيهِنَِمَالَِغَِوَِقَدِْبَ لَغَنِِِأنََكَِاتَََذْتَِمَكَةَِوَطنَاًِوَِضَرَبْتَِبِِاَِعَطنَاًِ

‘And it has reached me-asws that you had taken Makkah as a homeland and have struck 
watering places at it, buying women of Makkah, and Al-Medina, and Al-Taif, choosing them 
to be upon your spies, and giving them wealth of others.  

مِنِْأمَْوَالِهمِِْفَ عَمَاِقلَِيلٍِتُ فَارقُِِمَنِْألَفِْتَِوَِتَتْْكُُِمَاِجََْعْتَِوَِتَغِيبُِفِِصَدعٍِْمِنَِِ فاَرْجِعِْهَدَاكَِالَلُِّإِلَىِرُشْدِكَِوَِتُبِْإِلَىِاللَِِّرَبَكَِوَِاخْرجُِْإِلَىِالْمُسْلِمِينَِ
اَبَِوَِوَاجَهْتَِالِْْسَابَِغَنِيِ   فَقِيْاًِإِلَىِمَاِقَدَمْتَِوَِالسَلََمُِِاًِعَمَاِخَلَفْتَِالََْرْضِِغَيَِْْمُوَسَدٍِوَِلََِمُِهََدٍِقَدِْفاَرَقْتَِالََْحْبَابَِوَِسَكَنْتَِالتُّْ

‘Return, may Allah-azwj Guide you to your rightful guidance, and repent to Allah-azwj, your Lord-

azwj and bring out to the Muslims their wealth, for after a little while you will separate from 
the one you love and you will leave whatever you have amassed, and you will disappear into 
a crack of the earth, neither cushioned nor paved. You would separate from the loved ones 
and settle in the soil, and facing the Reckoning, needless from what you had left behind to 
what you have sent ahead. And the greetings.’  

كُِلِ هَاِمِنِْذَهَبِهَاِوَِعِقْيَانِِاَِوَِِقاَلُواِفَكَتَبَِإلِيَْهِِعَبْدُِاللَِِّبْنُِالْعَبَاسِِأمََاِبَ عْدُِفإَِنَكَِقَدِْأَكْثَرْتَِعَلَيَِوَِوَِاللَِِّلَََنِْ كُِنُوزِِالََْرْضِ ِألَْقَىِالَلَِّقَدِِاحْتَوَيْتُِعَلَى
ِ  إِلَََِمِنِْأَنِْألَْقَاهُِبِدَمِِامْرئٍِِمُسْلِمٍِوَِالسَلََمُِ.لُُيَْنِهَاِأَحَبُّ

They said, Abdullah Bin Al-Abbas wrote to him, ‘As for after, you-asws have frequented upon 
me, and by Allah-azwj, if I were to meet Allah-azwj having encompassed upon the treasures of 
the earth, all of them, from its gold and its minerals, and its silver, it would be more beloved 
to me than if I were to meet Him-azwj with the blood of a Muslim person (like you-asws have). 
And the greetings.’’26 

عَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِالثاَنِّعِقاَلَِِِنِِمَُُمَدٍِجَِْيعاًِعَنِِالَْْسَنِِبْنِِالْعَباَسِِالكافِِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّوَِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِالَْْسَنِِعَنِْسَهْلٍِوَِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيَحْيَىِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبِْ
نَِمَاِأَضْحَكَنِِِقاَلَِفَ قَالُواِلََِقاَلَِزَعَمَِابْنُِبَ يْنَاِأَبِِجَالِسٌِعِوَِعِنْدَهُِنَ فَرٌِإِذَاِاسْتَضْحَكَِحَتََِّاغْرَوْرَقَتِْعَيْنَاهُِدُمُوعاًِثَُِقاَلَِهَلِْتَدْرُوِِقاَلَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّع

 رَب ُّنَاِالَلُِّثَُِاسْتَقامُواِِعَبَاسٍِأنَهَُِمِنَِالَذِينَِقاَلُوا

(The book) ‘Al Kafi’ – Muhammad Bin Abu Abdullah, and Muhammad Bin Al Hassan, from Sahl, and Muhammad 
Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, altogether from Al Hassan Bin Al Abbas,  

From Abu Ja’far-asws the 2nd having said: Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘While my-asws father-asws was 
seated, and in his-asws presence were a number (of people), when (suddenly) he-asws laughed 
until his-asws eyes filled up with tears. Then he-asws said: ‘Do you know what made me-asws 
laugh?’ So they said, ‘No.’  

He-asws said: ‘Ibn Abbas is alleging that he is from the ones who said: Surely those who say, 
‘Our Lord is Allah!’, then they are steadfast [41:30].’  

نْ يَاِوَِالْْخِرَةِِمَعَِِ إِنَماَِِِالََْمْنِِمِنَِالْخوَْفِِوَِالْْزُْنِِقاَلَِفَ قَالَِإِنَِالَلَِّتَ بَارَكَِوَِتَ عَالَىِيَ قُولُِفَ قُلْتُِهَلِْرأَيَْتَِالْمَلََئِكَةَِيََِابْنَِعَباَسٍِتَُْبَكَُِبِوَلََيتَِهَاِلَكَِفِِالدُّ
يعُِالَْمَُةِِفاَسْتَضْحَكْتُِثَُِقُ لْتُِصَدَقْتَِيََِابْنَِعَبَاسٍِأنَْشُدُكَِالَلَِّهَلِِِِْالْمُؤْمِنُونَِإِخْوَةٌِ  فِِحُكْمِِاللَِِّجَلَِذكِْرهُُِاخْتِلََفٌِقاَلَِفَ قَالَِلََِِوَِقَدِْدَخَلَِفِِهَذَاِجَِْ

 
26 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 29 H 705 b 
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I-asws said to him: ‘Have you (ever) seen the Angels, O Ibn Abbas, informing you of their 
Wilayah for you in the world and the Hereafter, along with the security from the fear and the 
grief?’ So he said, ‘Allah-azwj Blessed and Exalted is Saying: But rather, the Momineen are 
brothers, [49:10], and the entirety of the community is included in this.’ So I-asws smiled, then 
I-asws said, ‘You speak the truth, O Ibn Abbas! I-asws hereby adjure you to Allah-azwj, is there any 
differing in the Judgments of Allah-azwj, Majestic is His-azwj Mention?’ So he said, ‘No.’  

كَِيْفَِأنَْتَِصَانِعٌِبهِِِفَ قُلْتُِمَاِتَ رَىِفِِرَجُلٍِضَرَبَِرَجُلًَِأَصَابعَِهُِبِِلسَيْفِِحَتََِّسَقَطَتِْثَُِذَهَبَِوَِأتََىِرَجُلٌِآخَرُِفأََطَِ كَِفَهُِفأَُتَِِبِهِِإلِيَْكَِوَِأنَْتَِقاَضٍ ارَ
كَِف ِِ  هِِوَِأقَُولُِلِهذََاِالْمَقْطوُعِِصَالِْهُِْعَلَىِمَاِشِئْتَِوَِأبَْ عَثُِبِهِِإِلَىِذَوَيِْعَدْلٍِِقاَلَِأقَُولُِلِهذََاِالْقَاطِعِِأعَْطِهِِدِيةََ

‘I-asws said: ‘What is your view regarding a man who strikes a man’s fingers with the sword until 
they drop off, then he goes, and another man comes over, so he cuts off his palm, so he comes 
with it to you, and you are a judge, how would you deal with it?’ He said, ‘I would say to this 
cutter to give him the wergild of his palm, and I would be saying to this cut one to reconcile 
with him upon whatever he so desires to and send him to a just one (for arbitration).’  

تَ فْسِيْهُُِفِِالََْرْضِِاقْطَعِِِْنِْيُحْدِثَِفِِخَلْقِهِِشَيْئاًِمِنَِالْْدُُودِِفَ لَيْسَِقُ لْتُِجَاءَِالَِخْتِلََفُِفِِحُكْمِِاللَِِّعَزَِذكِْرهُُِوَِنَ قَضْتَِالْقَوْلَِالََْوَلَِأَبََِالَلُِّعَزَِذكِْرهُُِأَِ
ِأَصْلًَِثَُِأعَْطِهِِدِيةََِالََْصَابِعِِ  قاَطِعَِالْكَفِ 

‘I-asws said, ‘(Then) there would have come a differing in the Judgments of Allah-azwj, Mighty is 
His-azwj Mentioned, and you have broken the first words (of yours). Allah-azwj, Mighty is His-azwj 
Mention, Refuses, that something should occur among His-azwj creatures, from the Legal 
Penalties and there isn’t its interpretation in the earth. Cut the palm of the cutter from its 
roots, then give him the wergild of the fingers.  

كَِمَاِأعَْمَىِبَصَرَكَِيَ وْمَِجَحَدِْ هَكَذَاِحُكْمُِاللَِِّليَْلَةَِيَ نْزلُِِفِيهَاِأمَْرهُُِ عْتَِمِنِْرَسُولِِاللَِِّصِفأََدْخَلَكَِالَلُِّالنَارَ تَهاَِعَلِيَِبْنَِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِِإِنِْجَحَدْتَهاَِبَ عْدَِمَاِسََِ
 عِ

‘This is how Allah-azwj Judged, the night in which His-azwj Command descended. If you were to 
reject it after what you heard from Rasool-Allah-saww, so Allah-azwj would Enter you into the 
Fires just as He-azwj Blinded your vision on the day you denied upon Ali-asws Bin Abu Talib-asws.’  

الْمَلَكِِقاَلَِفاَسْتَضْحَكْتُِثَُِتَ ركَْتُهُِيَ وْمَهُِذَلِكَِلِسَخَافَةِِِِقاَلَِفلَِذَلِكَِعَمِيَِبَصَريِ؟ِقاَلَِوَِمَاِعِلْمُكَِبِذَلِكَِفَ وَِاللَِِّإِنِْعَمِيَِبَصَريِِإِلََِمِنِْصَفْقَةِِجَنَاحِِ
 عَقْلِهِِ

He said, ‘So was my vision blinded due to that? And what made you-asws know that, for by 
Allah-azwj, my vision was not blinded except from a flap of a wing of an Angel.’ He-asws said: ‘I-

asws smiled, then left him on that day due to the absurdity of his intellect.  

ِبْنُِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِعِإِِ كُِلِ ِسَنَةٍِوَِإِنهَُِيُ نْزَلُِفِِتلِْكَِاللَيْلَةِِأمَْرُِتلِْكَِِثَُِلَقِيتُهُِفَ قُلْتُِيََِابْنَِعَبَاسٍِمَاِتَكَلَمْتَِبِصِدْقٍِمِثْلَِأمَْسِِقاَلَِلَكَِعَلِيُّ نَِليَْلَةَِالْقَدْرِِفِ
مَُُدَثوُنَِِالسَنَةِِوَِإِنَِلِذَلِكَِالََْمِْ  رِِوُلََةًِبَ عْدَِرَسُولِِاللَِِّصِفَ قُلْتَِمَنِْهُمِْفَ قَالَِأنَََِوَِأَحَدَِعَشَرَِمِنِْصُلْبيِأئَمَِةٌِ

‘Then I-asws met him, so I-asws said: ‘O Ibn Abbas! You did not speak with truthfulness like what 
you did yesterday. Ali-asws Bin Abu Talib-asws said to you: ‘The Night of Pre-determination 
(Laylat Al-Qadr) is in every year, and it descends during that night with the Commands of the 
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year, and for that Command are Master (Wali Al-Amr) after Rasool-Allah-saww.’ You said: ‘Who 
are they?’ He-asws said: ‘I-asws and eleven from my-asws descendants, Imams-asws, Muhaddisun.’  

كَِذَبْتَِيََِ ثهُُِفَ قَالَ كَِانَتِْإِلََِمَعَِرَسُولِِاللَِِّفَ تَبَدَىِلَكَِالْمَلَكُِالَذِيِيُحَدِ  تَ رَهُِعَيْنَاهُِوَِلَكِنِِْفَ قُلْتَِلََِأرَاَهَا عَبْدَِاللَِِّرأََتِْعَيْنَايَِالَذِيِحَدَثَكَِبِهِِعَلِيٌِّوَِلمَِْ
 عِهِِثَُِصَفَقَكَِبِجَنَاحَيْهِِفَ عَمِيتَِوَعَىِقَ لْبُهُِوَِوَقَ رَِفِِسََِْ

‘You said, ‘I have not seen it as such except with Rasool-Allah-saww.’ The Angel who used to 
narrate to him-saww, appeared to you, and he (angel) said: ‘You lie, O Ibn Abbas! I (angel) saw 
with my eyes that which Ali-asws narrated to you with,’ and his (Ibn Abbas’s eyes) did not see 
him, but his heart felt it, and it occurred in his hearing. Then he (angel) flapped you with his 
wing, so you were blinded.’  

 ِ.نَاِهَلَكْتَِوَِأهَْلَكْتَِءٍِفَحُكْمُهُِإِلَىِاللَِِّفَ قُلْتُِلَهُِفَ هَلِْحَكَمَِالَلُِّفِِحُكْمٍِمِنِْحُكْمِهِِبِِمَْرَيْنِِقاَلَِلََِفَ قُلْتُِهَاهُِقاَلَِفَ قَالَِابْنُِعَبَاسٍِمَاِاخْتَلَفْنَاِفِِشَيِْ

He-asws said: ‘Ibn Abbas said, ‘We are differing with regards to something, so its Judgment is 
to Allah-azwj.’ I-asws said to him: ‘So would Allah-azwj Judge regarding a Judgment from His-azwj 
Judgments with two Commands?’ He said, ‘No.’ I-asws said: ‘Over here you perish and cause 
others to perish.’’27 

عاًِثَُِقاَلَِهَلِْتَدْرُونَِمَاِأَضْحَكَنِِِقاَلَِفَ قَالُواِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِقاَلَِبَ يْنَاِأَبِِجَالِسٌِوَِعِنْدَهُِنَ فَرٌِإِذَاِاسْتَضْحَكَِحَتََِّاغْرَوْرَقَتِْعَيْنَاهُِدُمُوِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِِ
 اِالَلُِّثَُِاسْتَقامُواِلََِقاَلَِزَعَمَِابْنُِعَبَاسٍِأنَهَُِمِنَِالَذِينَِقالُواِرَب ُّنَِ

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘While my-asws father-asws was 
seated, and in his-asws presence were a number (of people), when (suddenly) he-asws laughed 
until his-asws eyes filled up with tears. Then he-asws said: ‘Do you know what made me-asws 
laugh?’ So they said, ‘No.’ He-asws said: ‘Ibn Abbas is alleging that he is from [41:30] (As for) 
those who say: Our Lord is Allah, then are steadfast. 

نْ يَاِوَِالْْخِرَةِِمَعَِ ِالََْمْنِِمِنَِالْخوَْفِِوَِالْْزُْنِِقاَلَِفَ قَالَِإِنَِالَلَِّتَ بَارَكَِوَِتَ عَالَىِيَ قُولُِإِنَماَِِفَ قُلْتُِلَهُِهَلِْرأَيَْتَِالْمَلََئِكَةَِيََِابْنَِعَبَاسٍِتَُْبَكَُِبِوَلََيتَِهَاِلَكَِفِِالدُّ
يعُِالَْمَُةِِفاَسْتَضْحَكْتُِثَُِقُ لْتُِصَدَقْتَِيََِابْنَِعَبَاسٍِأنَْشُدُكَِالَلَِّهَلِِْالْمُؤْمِنُونَِإِخْوَةٌِِ  فِِحُكْمِِاللَِِّجَلَِذكِْرهُُِاخْتِلََفٌِقاَلَِفَ قَالَِلََِوَِقَدِْدَخَلَِفِِهَذَاِجَِْ

‘So I-asws said to him: ‘Have you (ever) seen the Angels, O Ibn Abbas, informing you of their 
Wilayah for you in the world and the Hereafter, along with the security from the fear and the 
grief?’ So he said, ‘Allah-azwj Blessed and High is Saying [49:10] But rather, the Believers are 
brothers, and the entirety of the community is included in this.’ So I smiled, then I said, ‘You 
speak the truth, O Ibn Abbas! I-asws hereby adjure you to Allah-azwj, is there any differing in the 
Judgments of Allah-azwj, Majestic is His-azwj Mention?’ So he said, ‘No.’  

كَِيْفَِأنَْتَِصَانعٌِِفَ قُلْتُِمَاِتَ رَىِفِِرَجُلٍِضَرَبَِرَجُلًَِأَصَابِعَهُِبِِلسَيْفِِحَتََِّسَقَطَتِْثَُِذَهَبَِوَِأتََىِرَجُلٌِآخَرُِفأََطَِ كَِفَهُِفأَُتَِِبِهِِإلِيَْكَِوَِأنَْتَِقاَضٍ ارَ
كَِفِ هِِوَِأقَُولُِلِهذََاِالْمَقْطوُعِِصَالِْهُِْعَلَىِمَاِشِئْتَِوَِابْ عَثِْبِهِِإِلَىِذَِقاَلَِأقَُولُِ  وِيِعَدْلٍِلِهذََاِالْقَاطِعِِأعَْطِهِِدِيةََ

‘So I-asws said: ‘What is your view regarding a man who strikes a man’s fingers with the sword 
until they drop off, then he goes and another man comes over, so he cuts off his palm, so he 
comes with it to you, and you are a judge, how would you deal with it?’ He said, ‘I would say 

 
27 Bihar Al Awaar – V 40, The book of History – Amir Al Momineenasws, Ch 124 H 27 
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to this cutter to give him the wergild of his palm, and I would be saying to this cut one to 
reconcile with him upon whatever he so desires to, and send him to a just one (for 
arbitration).’  

نِْيُحْدِثَِفِِخَلْقِهِِشَيْئاًِمِنَِالْْدُُودِِوَِليَْسَِتَ فْسِيْهُُِفِِالََْرْضِِاقْطَعِِْقُ لْتُِجَاءَِالَِخْتِلََفُِفِِحُكْمِِاللَِِّعَزَِذكِْرهُُِوَِنَ قَضْتَِالْقَوْلَِالََْوَلَِأَبََِالَلُِّعَزَِذِكْرهُُِأَِ
ِأَصْلًَِثَُِأعَْطِهِِ ولِِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِفأََدْخَلَكَِِِدِيةََِالََْصَابِعِِهَكَذَاِحُكْمُِاللَِِّليَْلَةًِيَ نْزلُِِفِيهَاِأمَْرهُُِإِنِْجَحَدْتَهاَِبَ عْدَِمَاِسََِعْتَِمِنِْرَسُِقاَطِعَِالْكَفِ 

كَِمَاِأعَْمَىِبَصَرَكَِيَ وْمَِجَحَدْتَهاَِعَلَىِابْنِِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِ  الَلُِّالناَرَ

‘I-asws said, ‘(Then) there would have come a differing in the Judgments of Allah-azwj, Mighty is 
His-azwj Mentioned, and you have broken the first words (of yours). Allah-azwj, Mighty is His-azwj 
Mention, Refuses that something should occur among His-azwj creatures, from the Legal 
Penalties and there isn’t its interpretation in the earth. Cut the palm of the cutter from its 
roots, then give him the wergild of the fingers. This is how Allah-azwj Judged, the night in which 
His-azwj Command descended. If you were to reject it after what you heard from Rasool-Allah-

saww, so Allah-azwj would Enter you into the Fires just as He-azwj Blinded your vision on the day 
you denied upon Ali-asws Bin Abu Talib-asws.’  

 الْمَلَكِِقاَلَِفاَسْتَضْحَكْتُِثَُِتَ ركَْتُهُِيَ وْمَهُِذَلِكَِلِسَخَافَةِِعَقْلِهِِقاَلَِفلَِذَلِكَِعَمِيَِبَصَريِِقاَلَِوَِمَاِعِلْمُكَِبِذَلِكَِفَ وَِاللَِِّإِنِْعَمِيَِبَصَريِِإِلََِمِنِْصَفْقَةِِجَنَاحِِِ

‘He said, ‘So it was due to that my vision was blinded? And what made you-asws know that, for 
by Allah-azwj, my vision was not blinded except from a flap of a wing of an Angel.’ So I-asws 
smiled, then left him on that day of his due to the absurdity of his intellect.  

كُِلِ ِسَنَةٍِوَِإِنهَُِيَ نْزلُِِفِِتلِْكَِِيََِابْنَِعَبَاسٍِمَاِتَكَلَمْتَِبِصِدْقٍِمِثْلِِأمَْسِِقاَلَِلَكَِعَلِيُِّبْنُِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِإِنَِليَْلَةَِِِثَُِلَقِيتُهُِفَ قُلْتُِ ِالْقَدْرِِفِ
مَُُدَثوُنَِاللَيْلَةِِأمَْرُِالسَنَةِِوَِإِنَِلِذَلِكَِالََْمْرِِوُلََةًِبَ عْدَِ  ِرَسُولِِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِفَ قُلْتَِمَنِْهُمِْفَ قَالَِأنَََِوَِأَحَدَِعَشَرَِمِنِْصُلْبيِأئَمَِةٌِ

‘Then I-asws met him, so I-asws said: ‘O Ibn Abbas! You did not speak with truthfulness like what 
you did yesterday. Ali-asws Bin Abu Talib-asws said to you: ‘The Night of Pre-determination 
(Laylat Al-Qadr) is in every year, and it descends during that night with the Commands of the 
year, and for that Command are Master (Wali Al-Amr) after Rasool-Allah-saww.’ So you said: 
‘Who are they?’ So he-asws said: ‘I-asws and eleven from my-asws descendants, Imams-asws, 
Muhaddisun.’  

كَِذَبْتَِيََِ ثهُُِفَ قَالَ كَِانَتِْإِلََِمَعَِرَسُولِِاللَِِّفَ تَبَدَىِلَكَِالْمَلَكُِالَذِيِيُحَدِ  تَ رَهُِعَيْنَاهُِوَِلَكِنِِْفَ قُلْتَِلََِأرَاَهَا عَبْدَِاللَِِّرأََتِْعَيْنَايَِالَذِيِحَدَثَكَِبِهِِعَلِيٌِّوَِلمَِْ
 عِهِِثَُِصَفَقَكَِبِجَنَاحِهِِفَ عَمِيتَِوَعَىِقَ لْبُهُِوَِوُقِرَِفِِسََِْ

‘So you said, ‘I have not seen it as such except with Rasool-Allah-saww.’ So the Angel who used 
to narrate to him-asws, appeared to you, and he said: ‘You lie, O Ibn Abbas! I saw with my eyes 
that which Ali-asws narrated to you with’, and his (Ibn Abbas’s eyes did not see him, but his 
heart felt it, and it occurred in his hearing. Then he flapped you with his wing, so you were 
blinded.’ 

 نَاِهَلَكْتَِوَِأهَْلَكْتَِِ.ءٍِفَحُكْمُهُِإِلَىِاللَِِّفَ قُلْتُِلَهُِفَ هَلِْحَكَمَِالَلُِّفِِحُكْمٍِمِنِْحُكْمِهِِبِِمَْرَيْنِِقاَلَِلََِفَ قُلْتُِهَاهُِقاَلَِفَ قَالَِابْنُِعَبَاسٍِمَاِاخْتَلَفْنَاِفِِشَيِْ

‘So Ibn Abbas said, ‘We are differing with regards to something, so its Judgment is to 
Allah-azwj.’ So I-asws said to him: ‘So would Allah-azwj Judge regarding a Judgment from His-azwj 
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Judgments with two Commands?’ He said, ‘No.’ So I-asws said: ‘Over here you perish and cause 
others to perish.’28  

مْسِِوَِإِنَِعَلِي اًِعِلَمَاِبَ لَغَتْهُِهَذِهِِالْكَلِمَةُِأَحْضَرهَُِِلَمَاِوَلَىِعَلِيٌِّعِبَنِِِالْعَبَاسِِعَلَىِالِْْجَازِِوَِالْيَمَنِِوَِالْعِراَقِِفلَِمَاِذَاِقَ تَلْنَاِالشَيْخَِبِِلََِِْوَِقَدِْرُوِيَِأنَهَُِقاَلَ:
 ليَْتُِحَسَناًِأوَِْحُسَيْناًِأوَِْأَحَداًِمِنِْوُلْدِِجَعْفَرٍِأَخِيِأوَِْعَقِيلًَِأوَِْأَحَداًِمِنِْوُلْدِهِِوَِلََطفََهُِوَِاعْتَذَرَِإلِيَْهِِوَِقاَلَِلَهُِفَ هَلِْوَِ

And it has been reported,  

(Al-Ashtar) said, when Imam Ali-asws made the sons of Al-Abbas to be governors upon Al-Hijaz 
and Al-Yemen and Al-Iraq, ‘So, why did we fight the sheykh (Usman) yesterday?’ And Imam 
Ali-asws, when these words reached him-asws presented him and was kind to him and excused 
to him, and said to him: ‘Have I-asws made a governor of Hassan-asws, or Husayn-asws, or anyone 
from the sons of Ja’far-as my-asws brother-as, or Aqeel, or anyone from his sons?  

مَارَةَِمِِ عْتُِالْعَبَاسَِيَطْلُبُِمِنِْرَسُولِِاللَِِّصِالِْْ ِسََِ يَِالْعَبَاسِِلََِنّ ِ مَارَةَِإِنِْطلََبْتَهَاِوكُِ لْتَِإلِيَْهَاِوَِإِنَماَِوَليَْتُِوُلْدَِعَمِ  راَراًِفَ قَالَِلَهُِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِيََِعَمِ ِإِنَِالِْْ
 ِعَلَيْهَاوَِإِنِْطلََبَتْكَِأعُِنْتَِ

‘And rather, I-asws have made the sons of my-asws uncle Al-Abbas to be governors because I-asws 
had heard Al-Abbas seeking the governance from Rasool-Allah-saww repeatedly. So, Rasool-
Allah-saww said to him: ‘O uncle! The governance, if you were to seek it, you will be allocated 
to it, and if it seeks you, you will be fatigued upon it.’  

يُ وَلَِأَحَدٌِمِنْهُمِْفأََحْبَبْتُِأَِ وَِرأَيَْتُِبنَِيهِِفِِأيَََمِِعُمَرَِوَِعُثْمَانَِ دُونَِفِِأنَْ فُسِهِمِْإِنِْوُلَِ َِغَيْْهُُمِْمِنِْأبَْ نَاءِِالطُّلَقَاءِِوَِلمَِْ كَِانَِفِِيََِ نِْأَصِلَِرَحَِْهُمِْوَِأزُيِلَِمَا
 خَرجََِالََْشْتَُِْوَِقَدِْزاَلَِمَاِفِِنَ فْسِهِِأنَْ فُسِهِمِْوَِبَ عْدُِفإَِنِْعَلِمْتَِأَحَداًِهُوَِخَيٌِْْمِنْهُمِْفأَْتِنِِِبِهِِفَِ

‘And I-asws saw his sons during the days of Umar and Usman feeling within themselves that 
others from the sons of the freed ones (of Makkah) are being made governors and not one of 
them is made a governor, so I-asws loved to connect their relationship and remove what was 
in their selves. And afterwards if you come to know of anyone who is better than them, then 
come to me-asws with him.’ So, Al-Ashtar went out and that which was in his self, was removed. 

مِنَِالنَبي ِِ ِعَلَىِفَضِيلَةٍِعَظِيمَةٍِلِلْأَشْتَِِْوَِهِيَِشَهَادَةٌِقاَطِعَةٌِ ثوُنَِحَدِيثاًِيدَُلُّ  .ِصِبِِنَهَُِمُؤْتََنٌَِوَِقَدِْرَوَىِالْمُحَدِ 

And it has been reported by the narrators of Ahadeeth, pointing upon the great merit of Al-
Ashtar, and it is the conclusive testimony from the Prophet-saww that he is trustworthy.’’29 

Appendix II: Examples of ‘Marfu’ Ahadith (unbroken chain leading to Rasool 
Allah-saww) 

عَنِْأَبِِالْمُفَضَلِِعَنِِاللَيْثِِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِالْعَنْبََِيِ ِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِعَبْدِِ ِقاَلَ:الصَمَدِِبْنِِِِِالَمالَِللشيخِالطوسيِجَْاَعَةٌِ كُنْتُِِِِمُزاَحِمٍِعَنِْخَالهِِِأَبِِالصَلْتِِالْهرََوِيِ 
نَ يْسَابوُرَِفِِاسْتِِ قْبَالهِِِفَ لَمَاِصَارَِإِلَىِالْمُرَبَ عَةِِتَ عَلَقُواِبلِِجَامِِبَ غْلَتِهِِوَِقاَلُواِيََِابْنَِمَعَِالر ضَِاِعِلَمَاِدَخَلَِنَ يْسَابوُرَِوَِهُوَِراَكِبٌِبَ غْلَةًِشَهْبَاءَِوَِقَدِْخَرجََِعُلَمَاءُِ

ث ِْ ِآبَِئِكَِالطاَهِريِنَِحَدِيثاًِعَنِْآبَِئِكَِصَلَوَاتُِاللَِِّعَلَيْهِمِْأَجَْْعِينَِرَسُولِِاللَِِّحَدِ   نَاِبَِِقِ 

 
28 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book of Divine Authority CH 41 H 2 
29 Bihar Al Awaar – V 40, The book of History – Amir Al Momineenasws, Ch 124 H 35 b 
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(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of the sheykh Al Tusi – A group, from Abu Al Mufazzal, from Al Lays Bin Muhammad Al 
Anbary, from Ahmad Bin Abdul Samad Bin Muzahim, from his maternal uncle Abu Al Salt Al Harwy who said,  

(The Imam-asws) entered Neshapour, and he-asws was riding a grey mule, and the scholars of 
Neshapour had come out in receiving him-asws. When he-asws came to the crossroad, they hung 
on with the rein of his-asws mule and said, ‘O son-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww! Narrate to us, by the 
right of your-asws forefathers-asws, the pure, a Hadeeth from your-asws forefathers-asws, may the 
Salawaat of Allah-azwj be upon them-asws all.’  

ِفَ قَالَِحَدَثَنِِِأَبِِمُوسَىِبْنُِجَعْفَرٍِعَنِْأبَيِهِِجَِ ِِفأََخْرجََِرأَْسَهُِمِنَِالْهوَْدَجِِوَِعَلَيْهِِمِطْرَفُِخَزٍ  ِبْنِِالُْْسَيْنِ ِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَلِيِ  عْفَرِِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْأبَيِهِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعَلِيٍ 
 أهَْلِِالُْنََةِِعَنِْأمَِيِِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِعَنِْرَسُولِِاللَِِّص بَابِِعَنِْأبَيِهِِالُْْسَيْنِِسَيِ دِِشَِ

He-asws brought out his-asws head from the carriage, and upon him-asws was a woollen cloak. He-

asws said: ‘It is narrated to me-asws by my-asws father Musa-asws Bin Ja’far-asws, from his-asws father 
Ja’far-asws Bin Muhammad-asws, from his-asws father Muhammad-asws Bin Ali-asws, from his-asws 
father Ali-asws Bin Al-Husayn-asws from his-asws father-asws Al-Husayn-asws chief of the youths of 
the people of Paradise, from Amir Al-Momineen-asws, from Rsool-Allah-saww having said:  

ِأنَََِاللَُِّ لََِإلَِهَِإِلََِأنَََِوَحْدِيِعِبَادِيِفاَعْبُدُونِّوَِلْيَعْلَمِْمَنِْلقَِيَنِِِمِنْكُمِْبِشَهَادَةِِِقاَلَِأَخْبَََنِّجَبَْئَيِلُِالرُّوحُِالَْمَِيُنِعَنِِاللَِِّتَ قَدَسَتِْأَسَْاَؤُهُِوَِجَلَِوَجْهُهُِإِنّ ِ
 ِمُُْلِصاًِبِِاَِأنَهَُِقَدِْدَخَلَِحِصْنِِِوَِمَنِْدَخَلَِحِصْنِِِأمَِنَِمِنِْعَذَابِِأَنِْلََِإلَِهَِإِلََِاللَُِّ

‘‘The trustworthy Spirit Jibraeel-as informed me-saww from Allah-azwj, Holy are His-azwj Names, 
and Majestic is His-azwj Face: “Me-azwj, I-azwj am Allah-azwj. There is no god except I-azwj Alone. My-

azwj servants! Worship Me-azwj, and let him know, the one from you who meets Me-azwj with 
the testimony that there is no god except Allah-azwj, being sincere with it, he would have 
entered into My-azwj Fortress. He would be safe from My-azwj Punishment!”’’ 

ِوَلََيةَُِأهَْلِِبَ يْتِهِِع.ِقاَلُواِيََِابْنَِرَسُولِِاللَِِّوَِمَاِإِخْلََصُِالشَهَادَةِِلِلَِِّقاَلَِعِطاَعَةُِاللَِِّوَِطاَعَةُِرَسُولِِاللَِِّوَِ

They said, ‘O son-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww! And what is the sincere testimony?’ He-asws said: 
‘Obedience to Allah-azwj and obedience to Rasool-Allah-saww, and Wilayah of People-asws of his-

saww Household.’30 

ِِأفَْضَلُهَاِِجُزْءاًِِِسَبْعُونَِِِالْعِبَادَةُِِِصِِِاللَِِِِّرَسُولُِِِقاَلَِِِقاَلَِِِعِِجَعْفَرٍِِِأَبِِِِإِلَىِِِرَفَ عَهُِِِالْكُوفِ ِِِِخَالِدٍِِِأَبِِِِعَنِِِْمَُْبُوبٍِِِابْنِِِِعَنِِِِزيََِدٍِِِبْنِِِِسَهْلِِِِعَنِِِْأَصْحَابنَِاِِمِنِِِْعِدَةٌِ
 ِِالَْْلََلِِِطلََبُِ

A number of our people have narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from Ibn Mahbub from abu Khalid al-Kufiy in a marfu' 

manner from Abu Ja 'far who has said the following:  

Abu Jafar-asws (in an unbroken chain going to Rasool Allah-saww) has said that the Messenger of 

Allah-saww has said: 'Worship has seventy parts. The most significant one is to work in order to 

make lawful living.’31 

 
30 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 49, The book of History – Ali Al-Reza-asws, Ch 11 H 1 
31 Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8348, Ch. 5, h, 6 
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ابنِقولويه،ِعنِابنِعيسى،ِعنِهارونِبنِمسلم،ِعنِابنِأسباط،ِعنِابنِعميْة،ِعنِعمروِبنِشَر،ِعنِجابرِقال:ِقلتِلَبِِِ
جعفرِعليهِالسلَم:ِإذاِحدثتنِِبِديثِفأسندهِلَ،ِفقال:ِحدثنِِأبِ،ِعنِجده،ِعنِرسولِاللهِصلىِاللهِعليهِواله،ِعنِجبَئيلِِ

 ماِاحدثكِبِذاِالْسناد،ِِعليهِالسلَم،ِعنِاللهِعزِوجل.ِوكلِ

Ibn Qawlawiya, from Ibn Isa, from Haroun Bin Muslim, from Ibn Asbaat, from Ibn Umeyra, from Amro Bin Shimr, 
from Jabir who said,  

‘I said to Abu Ja’far-asws, ‘Whenever you-asws narrate a Hadeeth to me, then attribute its source 
for me.’ So he-asws said: ‘My-asws father-asws narrated to me-asws, from his-asws grandfather-asws, 
from Rasool-Allah-saww, from Jibraeel-as, from Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic. And all what I-asws 
narrate to you is by this source.’  

 وقال:ِيَِجابرِلْديثِواحدِتأخذهِعنِصادقِخيِْلكِمنِالدنياِوماِفيهاِ.

‘And he-asws said: ‘O Jabir! One Hadeeth you take from a truthful one is better for you than 
the world and whatever is in it.’’32 

عِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِيََِأيَ ُّهَاِالناَسُِإِنَماَِهُوَِالَلُِّوَِالشَيْطاَنُِوَِالَْْقُِّوَِالْبَاطِلُِ عِدَةٌِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعَنِْأبَيِهِِرَفَ عَهُِإِلَىِأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِ
كَِانَِمِنِْسَيِ ئَاتٍِفلَِلشَيْطاَنِِِئَاتُِفَمَاِِوَِالْهدَُىِوَِالضَلََلَةُِوَِالرُّشْدُِوَِالْغَيُِّوَِالْعَاجِلَةُِوَِالْْجِلَةُِوَِالْعَاقِبَةُِوَِالَْْسَنَاتُِوَِالسَي ِِ كَانَِمِنِْحَسَنَاتٍِفلَِلَهِِوَِمَا

 لَعَنَهُِالَلُِّ

A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad Ibn Abu Abd Allah from his father in a Marfu manner has 

narrated the following from Abu Jafar-asws:  

The Rasool Allah-saww has said, ‘O people! there is always (the group of people who have to 

choose between) Allah-azwj or the Satan-la, Truth and falsehood, guidance and straying, wisdom 

and error, present and future, the consequences, the good deeds and evil deeds. Good deeds 

are for Allah-azwj and evil deeds are for Satan-la, may Allah-azwj condemn him-la.’33 

 تَ رأََسَِمَلْعُونٌِمَنِْهَمَِبِِاَِمَلْعُونٌِمَنِْحَدَثَِبِِاَِنَ فْسَهُِِعَنْهُِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِإِسَْاَعِيلَِبْنِِبزَيِعٍِوَِغَيْْهِِِرَفَ عُوهُِقاَلَِقاَلَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِمَلْعُونٌِمَنِْ

It is narrated from him (narrator of the Hadith above) from Muhammad ibn Isma’il ibn Bazi’ and others in a 

marfu’ manner who said: 

‘Abu Abd Allah-asws has said: ‘Condemned is one who seeks leadership, condemned is one who 

intends to become a leader and condemned is one who speaks to himself of leadership.’’34 

ِبْنِِأَسْبَاطٍِِ ِرَفَ عَهُِقاَلَِقاَلَِأمَِيُِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِقاَلَِعِدَةٌِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعَنِْعِدَةٍِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْعَلِيِ  هِِيَ عْقُوبَِبْنِِسَالمٍِ عَنِْعَمِ 
 غَمَرِِفِِالْبَيْتِِفإَِنهَُِمَرْبِضٌِللِشَيَاطِينِِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِلََِتُ ؤْوُواِمِنْدِيلَِالِْ

 
32 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 19 H 21 
33 Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H 1471.   16 : الكافي ج : 2 ص 
34 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 2496   298 : الكافي ج : 2 ص 
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Abu Abd Allah from a number of our people have 

narrated from Ali ibn Asbat from Yaqub ibn Salim in a marfu manner (unbroken chain going to Rasool Allah-saww) 

has said:  

‘Amir-ul-Momineen-asws has said that the Rasool Allah-saww has said, ‘Do not leave food-stained 

towel at home without its being washed; it becomes plaything for Satan.’’35 

عْنَاِأبََِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِِعَلِيُِّبْنُِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْسَهْلِِبْنِِزيََِدٍِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْعُمَرَِبْنِِعَبْدِِالْعَزيِزِِعَنِْهِشَامِِ ِوَِحَْاَدِِبْنِِعُثْمَانَِوَِغَيْْهِِِقاَلُواِسََِ بْنِِسَالمٍِ
ثُِالَْْسَنِِأَبِِوَِحَدِيثُِأَبِِحَدِيثُِجَدِ يِوَِحَدِيثُِجَدِ يِحَدِيثُِالُْْسَيْنِِوَِحَدِيثُِالُْْسَيْنِِحَدِيثُِالَْْسَنِِوَِحَدِيِِالسلَمِ(ِيَ قُولُِحَدِيثِيِحَدِيثُِ

 ليهِوآلهِ(ِوَِحَدِيثُِرَسُولِِاللَِِّقَ وْلُِاللَِِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِِ.حَدِيثُِأمَِيِِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِوَِحَدِيثُِأمَِيِِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِحَدِيثُِرَسُولِِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِع

Ali Bin Muhammad, from Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Umar Bin Abdul Aziz, from Hisham 

Bin Salim and Hammad Bin Usman and someone else who said,  

‘We heard Abu Abdullah-asws saying: ‘My-asws Hadeeth is a Hadeeth of my-asws father-asws, and a 

Hadeeth of my-asws father-asws is a Hadeeth of my-asws grandfather-asws, and a Hadeeth of my-asws 

grandfather-asws is a Hadeeth of Al-Husayn-asws, and a Hadeeth of Al-Husayn-asws is a Hadeeth 

of Al-Hassan-asws, and a Hadeeth of Al-Hassan-asws is a Hadeeth of Amir Al-Momineen-asws, and 

a Hadeeth of Amir Al-Momineen-asws is a Hadeeth of Rasool-Allah-saww, and a Hadeeth of 

Rasool-Allah-saww are the Words of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic.’’36  

ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)عَلِيُِّبْنُِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِِ ِعَنِِابْنِِأَبِِعُمَيٍِْْعَنِْحُسَيْنٍِالََْحَْْسِيِ  عليهِالسلَمِ(ِقاَلَِالْقَلْبُِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْأَبِِأيَُّوبَِالْمَدَنّ ِ
 يَ تَكِلُِعَلَىِالْكِتَابةَِِِ.

Ali Bin Muhammad Bin Abdullah, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Abu Ayoub Al Madany, from Ibn Abu 

Umeyr, from Husayn Al Ahmasy,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘The heart relies upon the written 

(words).’37  

ِالْوَشَاءِِعَنِْعَاصِمِِبْنِِحُْيَْدٍِعَِ عْتُِأبََِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِيَ قُولُِاكْتُبُواِِالُْْسَيْنُِبْنُِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْمُعَلَىِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِِالَْْسَنِِبْنِِعَلِيٍ  نِْأَبِِبَصِيٍِْقاَلَِسََِ
 اِ.فإَِنَكُمِْلََِتََْفَظوُنَِحَتََِّتَكْتُبُوِ

Al Husayn Bin Muhammad, from Moalla Bin Muhammad, from Al Hassan Bin Ali Al Washha, from Aasim Bin 

Humeyd, from Abu Baseer who said,  

‘I heard Abu Abdullah-asws saying: ‘ You must write down (our Ahadith), for you would not be 

preserving (Ahadith) until you are writing it down.’’38 

 
35 Ibid, H.18. 
36 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 14 
37 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 8 
38 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 9 
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ِبْنِِفَضَالٍِعَنِِابْنِِبُكَيٍِْْ عَنِْعُبَيْدِِبْنِِزُراَرَةَِقاَلَِقاَلَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِاحْتَفِظوُاِِِِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيَحْيَىِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِِالَْْسَنِِبْنِِعَلِيِ 
 ونَِإلِيَْهَاِِ.بِكُتُبِكُمِْفإَِنَكُمِْسَوْفَِتََْتَاجُِ

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from Al Hassan Bin Ali Bin Fazzal, from Ibn Bukeyr, 

from Ubeyd Bin Zurara who said,  

Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘Be preserving with your books, for very soon you would need those.’39  

ِعَنِْبَ عْضِِأَصْحَابِهِِعَنِْأَبِِسَعِيدٍِالْخيَْبََِيِ ِعَنِِالْمُفَضَلِِبْنِِعُمَرَِقاَلَِقاَلَِلَِِعِدَةٌِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِِ أبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِِخَالِدٍِالْبََقِْيِ 
كُِتُبَكَِبنَِيكَِفإَِنهَُِيََِْ  تِِعَلَىِالنَاسِِزَمَانُِهَرجٍِْلََِيََنَْسُونَِفِيهِِإِلََِبِكُتُبِهِمِِْ.السلَمِ(ِاكْتُبِْوَِبُثَِعِلْمَكَِفِِإِخْوَانِكَِفإَِنِْمِتَِفأََوْرِثْ

A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid Al Barqy, from one of his companions, 

from Abu Saeed Al Khaybari, from Al Mufazzal Bin Umar who said,  

‘Abu Abdullah-asws said to me: ‘Write and transmit your knowledge among your brethren. So 

if you were to die, so leave your books as an inheritance, for there would be coming a time of 

commotion upon the people, they would not be finding comfort (during) in it but except with 

your books.’40  

 

 
39 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 10 
40 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 11 


