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Imam Ali's argument against their convening at Sageefa

Imam Ali#%’s argument against those who convened at Saqeefa before the burial of
the Holy Prophet is presented.
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‘The Prophet*®" came out to the Salat during his=*®"¥ illness in which he*®"¥ passed away,
relying upon Al-Fazl Bin Al-Abbas, and a slave of his*®" called Sowban, and it is the Salat
which he™®W wanted a replacement for it due to his*®"W heaviness (of illness).
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Then he@WW (took the) load upon himself***% and went out. When he**"" prayed Salat, he

sawW returned to his*®"¥ house. He**"% said to his*®"¥ slave: ‘Sit at the door and do not bar

anyone from the Helpers’, and the faintness came to him*=®"% and the Helpers came and they

knocked on the door and said, ‘Give permission to us upon seeing Rasool-AllahsawW/’
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He said, ‘He™®"W js with unconsciousness upon him and with him=@¥¥ are his@W wives. Then
went on to wail and Rasool-Allahs®"¥ heard the wailing. He*®¥ said: ‘Who are they?’ They
said, ‘The Helpers’. He*®" said: ‘Who is over here from my*"W family?’ They said: ‘Alis"s
and Al-Abbas’.
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He called them, and went out reclining upon them, and he®"¥ reclined to a trunk from the
pillars of hiss®¥W Masjid, and the trunk was a branch of a palm tree. The people gathered, and
hes®WW addressed and said in his®*®™Y speech: ‘No Prophet*®¥ dies at all except and a
replacement (successor) is left behind, and 1" am leaving behind among you all the two
weighty things — Book of Allah®*"i and People®%s of my*®" Household, so the one who
wastes them, Allah??" would Waste him.
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Indeed! And the Helpers are like mys@¥W feathers which 1*"¥ can shelter to, and "% am
bequeathing you with fearing Allah*¥, and the doing of good to them. Accept from their
good deeds and overlook from their evil deeds.
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Then he " called Usama Bin Zayd and said: ‘Travel upon Blessings of Allah*¥ and the Help,
and the well-being where "% order you to, with the ones I**%¥ make you to be in charge
upon’. And he*®™¥ had made him to be a commander upon a group of Emigrants and the
Helpers, among them being Abu Bakr, and Umar, and a group of the Emigrants in the
beginning, and he**"¥ instructed him to change at Mowtat, a valley in Palestine.
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Usama said to him™®W, ‘May my father and my mother be (sacrificed) for you®*%¥, O Rasool-
Allah2"W! Will you™2¥" permit me to stay for days until Allah?? Heals you™®"%, for when | go
out and yous®™" are upon this state, | would be going out and in my heart would be a sore
about yousaww’,
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HesaWVY said: ‘Implement, O Usama, for the sitting back from the Jihad is not obliged in a state
from the states’. It reached Rasool-Allah™*®"W that the people were taunting regarding his
deed, so Rasool-Allah*®""¥ said: ‘It reached meS®"" that you are taunting regarding a deed of
Usama and regarding a deed of his father of before, and I**"¥ swear by Allah#%, he is creative
in his command, and his father was creative with it, and he is from the most beloved of the
people to me™saWw_ [saww hequeath good with him, so if you were to say (taunts) regarding his
command, so your speaker had said regarding the command of his father’.
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Then Rasool-Allah*®"¥ entered into his*®¥ house, and Usama went out from his day until the
army was on top of a cliff, a Farsakh from Al-Medina, and a caller of Rasool-Allah®"¥ called
out: ‘No one from the ones I***% have made him a commander upon should stay behind from
Usamal’
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The people joined up with him, and the first one to hasten to him were Abu Bakr and Umar
and Ubeyda Bin Al-Jarrah. They descended in one lane with the total of the people of the
army’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And Rasool-Allah2"" became heavy (with illness), so the people, from
the ones who did not happen to be among the sending of Usama, went on to entered to see
him™=@Win an orderly manner, and Sa’ad Bin Ubada had a complaint (illness). So, no one from
the Helpers entered to see the Prophet ¥ except he left to see Sa’ad to console him’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And Rasool-Allah=®"¥" passed away at morning time of the day of
Monday, two days after the exit of Usama to his soldiers. The people of the army returned
and Al-Medina trembled with its inhabitants. Abu Bakr came upon a camel of his until he
paused at the door of the Masjid and said, ‘O you people! What is the matter with you all
rippling? If Muhammad=®"" has died, so perhaps he**"" did not die:
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And Muhammad is not except for a Rasool; the Rasools have already passed away before
him; so if he dies or is killed will you turn back upon your heels? And the one who turns back
upon his heels, he will never harm Allah of anything [3:144] .
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Then the Helpers gathered to Sa’ad Bin Ubada and they came with him to a shed (Sageefa) of
the clan of Saida. When Umar heard of that, he informed Abu Bakr with it, and they both went
quickly to the shed and with them was Abu Ubeyda Bin Al-Jarrah, and in the shed there was
a lot of people from the Helpers, and Sa’ad Bin Ubada was between them, sick.
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They contended the command between them, saying the command is to’ — up to Abu Bakr
saying at the end of his speech to the Helpers, ‘But rather, | am calling you all to Abu Ubeyda
Bin Al-Jarrah, or to Umar, and both of them have agreed to this command, and both of them
see themselves to be rightful for it’.
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Umar and Abu Ubeyda said, ‘It is not befitting for us that we precede you, O Abu Bakr. You
are our foremost one in Islam, and you were the companion (of Rasool-Allah*2*%) in the cave,
and second of the two, so you are more rightful with this command, and first one of us with
it
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The Helpers said, ‘We are cautious that he would overcome upon this command, one who is
neither from us nor from you, so we shall made a ruler to be from us and a rule to be from
you we shall be pleased with him upon that if he were to die, we shall choose the other one
from the Helpers’.
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Abu Bakr said after having praised the Emigrants, ‘And you, community of the Helpers, are
from the ones whose merits cannot be denied, nor your great favours to Al-Islam. You Helpers
have Pleased Allah??¥ for His®" Religion and for His?*¥ Rasool*®*%, and Made His?
Emigrants to be to you, and among you is a place of his*®"W wives. Thus, there isn’t anyone
from the people, after the first Emigrants, being with your status, for they are the rulers and
you are the ministers’.
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Al-Hubab Bin Al-Munzar Al-Ansari stood up and said, ‘O community of the Helpers! Take
control upon your own hands, and rather the people are in your shadow and your shade, and
no audacious one will have the audacity upon opposing you, and the people will never
implement except you your view’, and he praised upon the Helpers.
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Then he said, ‘So, if they were to refuse to make you rulers upon them, then we do not agree
their being rulers upon us, and we will not be content without there happening to be a ruler
from us and a ruler from them’.
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Umar Bin Al-Khattab stood up and said, ‘Far be it! Two swords cannot be gathered to be in
one sheath! The Arabs are not pleased to make you rulers and (although) their Prophetsaww
is from other than you (Helpers), but the Arabs will not refuse for their affairs to be ruled by
the ones the Prophet-hood was among them (Emigrants), and for us with that is the apparent
argument against the ones who oppose us and the clear proof.
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Therefore do not contend us regarding the authority of Muhammad=*"* and we are his™2"W
friends and his*®"" clan, except the one pointing to the falsehood, or deviating to the sins, or
entangled in the destruction, loving the Fitna’.
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Al-Hubab Bin Al-Munzar stood up for a second time and said, ‘O community of the Helpers!
Withhold (the command) upon your hands and do not listen to the words of the ignoramus
and his companions, for they will go away with your share from this command, and if they
refuse for a ruler to be from us and a ruler to be from them, then evacuate them from your
city (Al-Medina) and take charge of this command upon them, for by Allah-#*", you are more
rightful with it than them.
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So, he has made it a religion with your swords before this time, one who did not happen to
make it a religion with other than it, and its charm is worn out and its taste is desired. By Allah"
azwil |f anyone were to refute my words, | shall destroy his nose (pride) with the sword’.
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Umar Bin Al-Khattab said, ‘When Al-Hubab was the one who answers me, there would not
happen to be any speech for me with him, for there had flowed a contention between me
and him during the lifetime of Rasool-Allah=®"%, and Rasool-Allah=*"*% forbade me from
battling him, and | vowed that | will not speak to him, ever!’
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Then Umar said to Abu Ubeyda, ‘O Abu Ubeyda! Speak’. Abu Ubeyda Bin Al-Jarrah stood up
and spoke with a lot of things, mentioning in it the merits of the Helpers. Bashir Bin Sa’ad was
a chief from the chiefs of the Helpers. When he saw the unity of the Helpers upon Sa’ad Bin
Ubada to make him the ruler, so he envied him, and strive in spoiling the matter upon him,
and spoke regarding that, and agreed with a ruler of Quraysh and urged the people all of
them, in particular the Helpers upon the agreement with what the Emigrants were doing.
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Abu Bakr said, ‘This is Umar and Abu Ubeyda, sheykhs of Quraysh, so pledge allegiance to
whichever of the two you desire to’.
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Umar said and Abu Ubeyda said, ‘We will not be in charge of this command upon you. Extend
your hand, we shall pledge allegiance to you’. Bashir Bin Sa’d said, ‘And | am the third of you’,
and he was a chief of the Aws (tribe) and Sa’ad Bin Ubada was chief of Al-Khazraj (tribe).
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When Al-Aws saw the doings of Bashir and what he had called Al-Khazraj to from making Sa’ad
arule, they leapt upon Abu Bakr with the allegiance and augmented upon that, and crowded
him and went on to trample Sa’d from the intensity of the crowd, and he was between them
upon his bed, sick.
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He said, ‘You are killing me!” Umar said, ‘May Allah3¥ Kill him’. Qays Bin Sa’ad leapt and
grabbed the beard of Umar and said, ‘By Allah?*! By Allah?*i, O son of Suhaak, the coward,
the fleer in the wars, the lion in the assemblies and during the peace time! Even if a hair moves
from him, you will not return and in your face would be clearness!” Abu Bakr said, ‘No, O
Umar, for the kindness is more reaching and better’.
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Sa’ad said, ‘O son of Suhaak!” — a grandmother of Umar was Ethiopian, ‘But, by Allah32, if
there was strength for me upon the rising, you would have heard me roaring in the markets,
you and your companions would have been distressed from it and | would have joined you to
with a people you used to be among them, a disgraceful offspring, followers not being
followed. You are being audacious, O family of Al-Khazraj! Carry me away from the place of
Fitnal’
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They carried him and entered him into his house. When it was after that, Abu Bakr sent a
message to him, ‘The people have pledged allegiance, so (you) pledge allegiance’.
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He said, ‘No, by Allah2, until | shoot at you with every arrow in my quiver, and dye the teeth
from my spears, and strike you with my sword. | am not short of hands. | will fight you with
the ones who follow me, from my family and my clan. Then, | swear by Allah-#"! Even if the
Jinn and the humans were to gather against me, | will not pledge allegiance to you two (Abu
Bakr and Umar), O you usurpers, until | am presented unto my Lord?* and know what my
Reckoning is’.
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When his speech came to them, Umar said, ‘There is no escape from his allegiance’. Bashir
Bin Sa’ad said, ‘He has refused and is vociferous, and will not be pledging allegiance, or he is
killed, and he wouldn’t be killed until Al-Khazraj and Al-Aws are killed along with him. So leave
him, and leaving him is not harmful’.
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They accepted his words and left Sa’ad, and Sa’ad did not use to pray Salat with their Salat
nor fulfilled any needs with their needs, and had he found any supporters he would have been
with them and fought against them. He did not cease to be like that during the rule of Abu
Bakr until Abu Bakr died.
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Then Umar became ruler, and he was like that. Sa’ad feared the calamity of Umar, so he went
out to Syria and died at Howran during the rule of Umar, and did not pledge allegiance to
anyone, and the reason for his death was that he was shot at by an arrow during the night
and it killed him, and it is claimed that the Jinn shot at him, and it is said as well that
Muhammad Bin Maslama Al-Ansari was in-charge of killing him, and kept on coming against
him. And it is reported that Al-Mugheira Bin Shu’ba was in charge of him.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And a group from the Helpers pledged allegiance, and the ones
presented from others, and Ali®%s Bin Abu Talib®"* was pre-occupied with the funeral
preparations of Rasool-Allah*®"¥, When he®"s was free from that and had prayed Salat upon
the Prophet™*®¥ and the people prayed Salat upon him, the ones who had pledged allegiance
to Abu Bakr, and the ones who did not pledge allegiance sat in the Masjid.
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The Clan of Hashim™"s gathered to him#%s, and with him ¥ was Al-Zubeyr Bin Al-Awwam,
and the clan of Umayya gathered to Usman Bin Affan, and the clan of Zuhra to Abdul Rahman
Bin Awf, and they were gathered in the Masjid, when Abu Bakr and Umar and Abu Ubeyda
Bin Al-Jarrah came and they said, “‘What is the matter we see you all (seated) in various circles?
Arise and pledge allegiance to Abu Bakr, for the Helpers have already pledged and (so have)
the people’.
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Usman and Abdul Rahman Bin Awf and the ones with them stood up and pledged allegiance,
and Ali®"%s and the Clan of Hashim™?"s |eft to go to the house of Ali®*"s, and Al-Zubeyr was
with them.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Umar went to them among a group of the one who had pledged
allegiance, among them were Aseyd Bin Huzeyr, and Salama Bin Salama, and took them
altogether and said to them, ‘Pledge allegiance to Abu bakr, for the people have already
pledged!” Al-Zubeyr leapt to his sword. Umar said, ‘Upon you is (to deal) with the dog and
stop his evil from us’. Salama Bin Salama rushed and snatched the sword from his hand, and
Umar took it and struck the ground with it and broke it, and they cordoned off the ones from
the Clan of Hashim™@¥s who were there, and they went with their group to Abu Bakr.
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When they were presented, (Umar) said, ‘Pledge allegiance to Abu Bakr, for the people have
pledged, and | swear by Allah®%, if you were to refuse that, we shall judge you with the
sword!’
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When the Clan of Hashim™¥s saw that, man by man came and pledge allegiance until there
did not remain anyone from the ones present except Ali-®*¥¢ Bin Abu Talib®"s, He (Umar) said
to him (Ali®%s), ‘Pledge allegiance to Abu Bakr!” Ali-#s¥s said: ‘I*%S am more rightful with this
command than him, and you all are foremost with pledging the allegiance to me™"s, You
seized this command from the Helpers and argued against them with the kinship from Rasool-
Allah™aW gnd seized it from us?%s, People®"* of the Household, usurping.
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Didn’t you claim to the Helpers that you (Emigrants) are foremost with this command than
them due to your position from Rasool-Allah*®"¥, so they gave you the leadership and
submitted the government to you? And ¥ am arguing against you with the like of what you
had argued against the Helpers. I*% am foremost with Rasool-Allah=®"", living and deceased,
and I®%s am his™@"W successor?®"s, and his*®"" Vizier, and a depository of his**"¥ secrets and
his®"¥ knowledge.
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And "% am the greatest truthful, the first one to believe in him=®W and ratify him*®%% and
the best of you with hardship in fighting the Polytheists, and most recognising of you with the
Book and the Sunnah, and most understanding of you in the Religion, and most
knowledgeable of you with the results of the matters, and most eloquent of you in speaking,
and most proven of you all with the Gardens, so upon what are you contending this
command?
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Be fair to us, if you are fearing Allah?*¥i than yourselves, and recognise to us of the command

like what you introduced the Helpers as being for you, or else you are going with the injustice
and you are knowing’.
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Umar said, ‘Isn’t there an example for you@"s with your family members (having pledged
allegiance)?’ Ali®¥s said: ‘Ask them about that’. So, the group, those from the Clan of Hashim"
asws who had pledged allegiance, rushed and said, ‘Our allegiances are not an argument upon
Ali®%s, and Allah?? Forbid that we should be saying we are his®"s equals in the Emigration,
and the goodly Jihad, and the position from Rasool-AllahsaWW’,
Umar said, ‘You will not be left until you either pledge willingly or unwillingly’. Ali®*"* said: *
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Ali"®%s said: ‘You are milking milk for you, being harsh for it today, it will be returned upon

you tomorrow when, by Allah-#" |-3sWs wil| neither accept your words, nor will your place be
celebrated, and | will not pledge allegiance’.
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Abu Bakr (at this point intervened and) said: Shh no, O Abu Al-Hassan®*%*! We are not being
harsh upon you®"“s, nor forcing you’.
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Abu Ubeyda stood up to Ali**"s and said, ‘O cousin! We are not refuting your?s¥s kinship nor
preceding you™@"“s, nor your®%s knowledge, nor your?®%s help, but you are of young age’ —
and on that day Ali®%s was thirty three years of age — ‘and Abu Bakr is an old man from the
old men of your?®"“s people, and he has more endurance for the weight of this command, and
the command has already passed along with whatever is in it, so submit to him.
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If Allah#2" were to Make you"* a ruler, this command would be submitted to you®"s, and
no two would differ upon you Vs after this, except and you would be appropriate with it, and
competent for it, and do not resurrect the Fitna before the season of the Fitna (for) you2s"s
do recognise what is in the hearts of the Arabs and other against you?s"’,
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Amir Al-Momineen"s said: ‘O community of the Emigrants and the Helpers! Allah-#"l Allah
azwil Do not forget the pact of your Prophet™®"" to you all regarding my2*** command, and do
not throw out the authority of Muhammad=®"" from his*®¥% house and the bottom of hissa"¥
house, to your houses and bottom of your houses, and push away his®"¥ family from its right
and its position among the people.
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O community of gatherers! Surely, Allah* Decreed and Judged, and His®*" Prophet™®"V is
more knowing, and you are all knowing that we?"s, People®"s of the Household are more
rightful with this command than you are! Wasn’t there from us?**s the reader of the Book of
Allah?2¥, the jurist in the Religion of Allah?", the expert with the matters of the citizens? By
Allah?2¥! |t is to be in us?"“¢, not among you! Therefore, do not pursue the whims for you will
renege (default) from the truth far away and spoil your past from the evil of your newly
occurring events’.
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Bashir Bin Sa’d Al-Ansari, the one who made it worse for Abu Bakr, and on behalf of the Ansar
group (Helpers) said ‘O Abu Al-Hassan®"Ys! If the Helpers had heard this speech from you
before the adherence to Abu Bakr, no two would have differed regarding you@sws,
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Ali%s said: ‘O you all! Was 15" supposed to leave shrouding Rasool-Allah™®"Y and not even
bury him*™¥, and come out to dispute regarding his=®"V authority? By Allah?2¥! |-2%s do not
fear anyone, listening to him, and he would content us?®%s, People®%s of the Household
regarding it, and he could permit what you all have permitted it, and do you not know that
on the day of Ghadeer Khumm Rasool-Allah=?"W neither left any argument for anyone nor any
words for any speaker?
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[sWs adjure any man who heard the Prophet=®"* saying on the day of Ghadeer Khumm saying:
‘One whose Master I?"W was, so this Ali®"s is his Master?%s. O Allah?2¥il Befriend the one
who befriends him, and be Inimical to the one who is inimical to him?"s, and help the one
who helps him?"s, and Abandon the one who abandons him?¥*’, he should testify with what
he heard’.
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Zayd Bin Argam said, ‘Twelve men, participants of Badr, testified with that, and | was from
the ones who had heard the words from Rasool-Allah=®%%, but | concealed the testimony on
that day, so my sight was gone’ (as a result of concealing the truth).
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And there was numerous talk in this meaning, and the voice was
raised, and Umar feared that they would hearken to the words of Ali"®"s, so he annulled the
gathering and said, ‘Allah?*¥ the Exalted Overturns the hearts and the sights, and you?%s, O
Abu Al-Hassan@"s, have not cease to be desirous of the words of the group’. They left on that
day of theirs”.!

1 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 28, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 4 H 1



