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 .تسليما وسلم الطاهرين، وآله محمد سيدنا على الله وصلى العالمين، رب لله الحمد الرحيم الرحمن الله بسم

In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the Worlds, and 

Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and greetings with abundant 
greetings. 

لْهفَ رَجَهُمْهوَالْعَنْهأعَْدَائَ هُمْهاَجَْْعِّيْنه همُحَمَّدٍهوَّعَج ِّ هعَلىهمُحَمَّدٍهوَّآلِّ  الَلَّهُمَّهصَل ِّ

Imam Hussain-asws Left Makkah for Iraq after Performing Umrah 

Summary: 

It has been debated for a long time, why did Imam Hussain-asws abandon Hajj and instead 
perform Umrah before going out of Makkah to Iraq just few days before the start of Hajj 
rituals?  A report from Sheikh Mufeed has caused the confusion, in which he reports that 
Imam Hussain-asws converted the Hajj intention to Umrah and this Riwaya (not Hadith) is 
frequently narrated from the pulpits by the clerics and professional ‘Majalis’ 1  readers. 
However, the following two Ahadith, from Al-Kafi, clarify that Imam Hussain-asws entered 
Makkah to perform Umrah.  

Hadith Imam Hussain-asws Entered Makkah to Perform Umrah: 

هبْنِّهشَاذَانَهعَنْهحَمَّادِّهبْنِّهعِّيسَىهه يمَهعَنْهأبَِّيهِّهوَهمُحَمَّدُهبْنُهإِّسْْاَعِّيلَهعَنِّهالْفَضْلِّ هعَبْدِّهاللََِّّّه)هعليههالسلامه(هأنََّهُهعَلِّيُّهبْنُهإِّبْ راَهِّ هعَنْهأَبِِّ يمَهبْنِّهعُمَرَهالْيَمَانِّ ِّ عَنْهإِّبْ راَهِّ
هأَشْهُرِّه هعَامِّهِّهذَلِّكَهوَهأفَْ رَدَهالحَْجَّهف هَسُئِّلَهعَنْهرَجُلٍهخَرجََهفِِّ همُعْتَمِّراهًثَُُّهرَجَعَهإِّلََهبِّلَادِّهِّهقاَلَهلََهبََْسَهوَهإِّنْهحَجَّهفِِّ ه)هههالحَْج ِّ يٍ 

لَيْسَهعَلَيْهِّهدَمٌهفإَِّنَّهالحُْسَيْنَهبْنَهعَلِّ
هوَهقَدهْ  كَانَهدَخَلَهمُعْتَمِّراهًههعليههالسلامه(هخَرجََهقَ بْلَهالتََّّْوِّيةَِّهبِّيَوْمٍهإِّلََهالْعِّراَقِّ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, and Muhammad Bin Ismail, from Al Fazl Bin Shazaan, from Hammad Bin Isa, 
from Ibrahim Bin Umar Al Yamani,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having been asked about a man who went out 
during the months of Hajj to perform Umrah, then he returned to his city. He-asws said: ‘There 
is no problem; and even if performed Hajj during that year of his, and exclusive Hajj, so there 
is no blood (of a sacrificial animal) upon him, for Al-Hussain-asws Bin Ali-asws went out to Al-Iraq 
before Al-Tarwiyya by a day, and he-asws had entered (Makkah) to perform Umrah’.2  

يمَهعَنْهأبَِّيهِّهعَنْهإِّسْْاَعِّيلَهبْنِّهمَرَّارٍهعَنْهيوُنُسَهعَنْه هعَبْدِّهاللََِّّّه)هعليههالسلامه(همِّنْهأيَْنَهافْتََّقََهالْمُتَمَت ِّعُهوَهالْمُعهْعَلِّيُّهبْنُهإِّبْ راَهِّ َبِِّ تَمِّرُهمُعَاوِّيةََهبْنِّهعَمَّارٍهقاَلَهقُ لْتُهلِِّ
نْهَاهذَهَبَهحَيْثُهشَاءَهوَهقَدِّهاعْتَمهَ هوَهالْمُعْتَمِّرَهإِّذَاهفَ رغََهمِّ لحَْج ِّ هذِّيهالحِّجَّةِّهثَُُّهراَحَهيَ وْمَهالتََّّْوِّيةَِّهفَ قَالَهإِّنَّهالْمُتَمَت ِّعَهمُرْتبَِّطٌهبِِّ ه)هعليههالسلامه(هفِِّ يٍ 

رَهالحُْسَيْنُهبْنُهعَلِّ
هذِّيهالحِّجَّةِّهلِّمَنْهلََهيرُِّيدُهالحَْجَّه لْعُمْرَةِّهفِِّ هوَهالنَّاسُهيَ رُوحُونَهإِّلََهمِّنًًهوَهلََهبََْسَهبِِّ  ه.إِّلََهالْعِّراَقِّ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Ismail Bin Marrar, from Yunus, from Muawiya Bin Ammar who said,  

‘I said to Abu Abdullah-asws, ‘From where can I distinguish the performer of Tumatto and the 
performer of the Umrah?’ So, he-asws said: ‘The performer of Tumatto is attached with the Hajj 
(complete the Hajj), and the performer of the Umrah, when he is free from it (Umrah), goes 

 
1 Religious gatherings 
2 Al Kafi – V 4 – The Book of Hajj Ch 207 H 3 
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wherever he so desires to. And, Al-Hussain-asws Bin Ali-asws had performed Umrah in Zil Hijja. 
Then he-asws went to Al-Iraq during the day of Al-Tarwiyya, and the people were going to Mina; 
and there is no problem with the Umrah during Zil Hijja for the one who does not intend the 
Hajj’.3 

Al-Mufeed’s alleges that Imam Hussain-asws entered Makkah for Hajj: 

ههفصلهوهكانهخروجهمسلمهبنهعقيلهرحمههاللههبِلكوفةهيومهالثلاثاءهلثمانهمضينهمنهذيهالحجةهسنةهستينهوهقتلههرحمههاللههيومهالِربعاءهلتسعههقالهالمفيدهرهه
رمضانههههشهرهههخلونهمنههيومهعرفةهوهكانهتوجههالحسينهعهمنهمكةهإلَهالعراقهفِهيومهخروجهمسلمهبِلكوفةهوههوهيومهالتَّويةهبعدهمقامههبمكةهبقيةهشعبانهوه

 وهشوالَهوهذاهالقعدةهوهثمانهليالهخلونهمنهذيهالحجةهسنةهستين

Al-Mufeed said, ‘And the going out of Muslim-asws Bin Aqeel-asws, may Allah-azwj have Mercy on 
him-asws, at Al-Kufa was on the day of Tuesday of eight (days) past from Zul Hijjah of the year 
sixty, and he-asws, may Allah-azwj have Mercy on him-asws was on the day of Wednesday of six 
(days) vacant from it, on the day of Arafaat, and Al-Hussain-asws headed from Makkah to Al-
Iraq during the day Muslim-asws went out at Al-Kufa, and it was the day of Al-Tarwiyya after 
his-asws stay at Makkah for the remainder of Shaban, and the month of Ramazan, and Zul 
Qadah, and eight (days) vacant from Zul Hijjah of the year sixty. 

 وهكانهقدهاجتمعهإلَهالحسينهعهمدةهمقامههبمكةهنفرهمنهأهلهالحجازهوهنفرهمنهأهلهالبصرةهانضافواهإلَهأهلهبيتههوهمواليه.

And there had gathered to Al-Hussain-asws, for the duration of his-asws stay at Makkah, a 
number from the people of Al-Hijaz, and a number from the people of Al-Basra and increased 
to the People-asws of his-asws Household and his-asws friends. 

جهمخافةهأنههوهلماهأرادهالحسينهالتوجههإلَهالعراقهطافهبِلبيتهوهسعىهبينهالصفاهوهالمروةهوهأحلهمنهإحرامههوهجعلهاهعمرةهلِنههلمهيتمكنهمنهتمامهالح
 يقبضهعليههبمكةهفينفذهإلَهيزيدهبنهمعاوية

And when Al-Hussain-asws wanted to head to Al-Iraq, he-asws performed Tawaaf of the House 
(Kabah) and performed Sa’ee between Al-Safa and Al-Marwa and released from his-asws 
Ihraam and converted it to an Umrah, because he-asws was not able upon completing the Hajj, 
fearing he-asws would be arrested at Makkah and be sent to Yazeed-la Bin Muawiya-la.  

 .هفخرجهعهمبادراهبَهلههوهولدههوهمنهانضمهإليههمنهشيعتههوهلمهيكنهخبرهمسلمهبلغههبخروجههيومهخروجههعلىهماهذكرناه

He-asws went out hurriedly with his-asws family, and his-asws children, and the ones from his-asws 
Shias who had joined with him-asws, and the news of Muslim-asws did not happen to have 
reached him-asws of his-asws going out, on the day he-asws went out, based upon what we have 
mentioned’’.4 

 
3 Al Kafi – V 4 – The Book of Hajj Ch 207 H 4 
44 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 44, The book of History – Al-Hassan-asws, Ch 37 H 2 d 
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هعَبْدِّهاللََِّّّهعهقاَلَ:هه-وهَ هعَنْهأَبِِّ سْنَادِّهعَنْهأَحْمَدَهبْنِّهدَاوُدَهالْقُم ِّي ِّ لِّْْ هصَبِّيحَتِّههَههرُوِّيتُهبِِّ هأرَاَدَهالحُْسَيْنُهالْْرُُوجَهفِِّ هاللَّيْلَةِّهالَّتِِّ اههجَاءَهمُحَمَّدُهبْنُهالْحنََفِّيَّةِّهإِّلََهالحُْسَيْنِّهعهفِِّ
فْتُهأَنهْ يكَهوَهقَدْهخِّ بَِّيكَهوَهأَخِّ يهإِّنَّهأهَْلَهالْكُوفَةِّهقَدْهعَرَفْتَهغَدْرَهُمْهبَِّ ههيهَههعَنْهمَكَّةَهفَ قَالَهلَهُهيََهأَخِّ همَنْهمَضَىهفإَِّنْهرأَيَْتَهأَنْهتقُِّيمَهفإَِّنَّكَهأعََزُّ كُونَهحَالُكَهكَحَالِّ

هوَهأمَْنَعُههُ لْحرََمِّ  مَنْهبِِّ

And it is reported by the chains from Ahmad Bin Dawood Al Qummy,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Muhammad Bin Al-Hanafiya came to Al-Hussain-asws 
during the night in which Al-Hussain-asws intended the going out from Makkah during its 
morning. He said to him-asws, ‘O my brother-asws! The people of Al-Kufa are such, you-asws know 
of their treachery with your-asws father-asws, and your-asws brother-asws, and I am fearing that 
your-asws state would be like the state of the ones past. So, if you-asws could view to stay, for 
you-asws are the most honourable with the Sanctuary and its safety’.  

هفأََكُونَهالَّذِّيهيُسْتَبَاحُهبِّهِّهحُرْمهَ لْحرََمِّ هيزَِّيدُهبْنُهمُعَاوِّيةََهبِِّ فْتُهأَنْهيَ غْتَالَنِِّ يهقَدْهخِّ  ةُههَذَاهالْبَيْتِّهفَ قَالَهيََهأَخِّ

He-asws said: ‘O my-asws brother! I-asws am fearing that Yazeed-la Bin Muawiya-la would have me-

asws assassinated in the Sanctuary, so I-asws would become the one by whom the Sanctity of 
this House (Kabah) was legalised with’. 

يهالْبَر ِّهفإَِّنَّكَهأمَْنَعهُ هنَ وَاحِّ رْهإِّلََهالْيَمَنِّهأوَْهبَ عْضِّ فْتَهذَلِّكَهفَصِّ هبِّهِّهوَهلََهيَ قْدِّرُهعَلَيْكَهأَحَدٌهفَ قَالَهأنَْظرُُهفِّيمَاهقُ لْتهَفَ قَالَهلَهُهابْنُهالْحنََفِّيَّةِّهفإَِّنْهخِّ  هالنَّاسِّ

Ibn Al-Hanafiya said to him-asws, ‘If you-asws fear that, then go to Al-Yemen, or one of the areas 
of the wilderness, for you-asws can prevent the people by it and no one will be able upon you-

asws’. He-asws said: ‘I-asws shall consider regarding what you have said’.  

هنَاقتَِّهِّهه هالنَّظرََهفِّيمَاهسَألَْتُكَهقاَلَهبَ لَىهقاَلَهفَمَاههفَ لَمَّاهكَانَهالسَّحَرُهارْتَََلَهالحُْسَيْنُهعهفَ بَلَغَهذَلِّكَهابْنَهالْحنََفِّيَّةِّهفأََتََهُهفأََخَذَهبِّزِّمَامِّ يهأهَلَمهْتَعِّدْنِّ وَهقَدْهركَِّبَهَاهفَ قَالَهيََهأَخِّ
ه لًاهحَدَاكَهعَلَىهالْْرُُوجِّ  عَاجِّ

When it was the pre-dawn, Al-Hussain-asws departed. That reached Ibn Al-Hanafiya, so he 
came to him-asws. He grabbed a rein of the camel, and he-asws was riding it. He said, ‘O my 
brother-asws! Did you-asws not reconsider regarding what I had asked you-asws?’ He-asws said: ‘Yes 
(I-asws did)’. He said, ‘So what guided you-asws upon the going out so hastily?’  

هَقَدْهشَاءَهأَنْهيَ راَكَه هرَسُولُهاللََِّّّهصهبَ عْدَهمَاهفاَرَقْ تُكَهفَ قَالَهيََهحُسَيْنُهاخْرجُْهفإَِّنَّهاللََّّ  قتَِّيلًاهقاَلَهأتَََنِّ

He-asws said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww came to me-asws after you had separated. He-saww said: ‘O 
Hussain-asws! Go out, for Allah-azwj has Desired that He-azwj Sees you-asws killed’.  

عُونهَههفَ قَالَهمُحَمَّدُهبْنُهالْحنََفِّيَّةِّه هإِّليَْهِّهراجِّ هصهإِّنَّهاههإِّناَّهللََِِّّّّهوَهإِّناَّ هقاَلَهفَ قَالَهلِِّ ههَذَاهالْحاَلِّ ثْلِّ هَقَدْهشَاءَههفَمَاهمَعْنًَهحَمْلِّكَههَؤُلََءِّهالن ِّسَاءَهمَعَكَهوَهأنَْتَهتََْرجُُهعَلَىهمِّ للََّّ
 .أَنْهيَ راَهُنَّهسَبَايََهفَسَلَّمَهعَلَيْهِّهوَهمَضَى

Muhammad Bin Al-Hanafiya said, ‘We are for Allah-azwj and are returning to Him-azwj! So, what 
is the meaning of your-asws carrying these women with you-asws, and you-asws going out upon 
the like of this situation?’ He-asws said to me: ‘Allah-azwj has Desired that He-azwj Sees them as 
captives’. So, he greeted him-asws and went away.  
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هفَ قَالهَ مْسَاكِّ لِّْْ هوَهعَبْدُهاللََِّّّهبْنُهالزُّبَيِّْْهفأََشَاراَهعَلَيْهِّهبِِّ هقاَلَهوَهجَاءَهُهعَبْدُهاللََِّّّهبْنُهالْعَبَّاسِّ مَْرٍهوَهأنََاهمَاضٍهفِّيهِّهقاَلَهفَخَرجََهابْنُهالْعَبَّاسِّ هبَِّ هلََمَُاهإِّنَّهرَسُولَهاللََِّّّهقَدْهأمََرَنِّ
 وَاهحُسَيْنَاههْ وَههُوَهيَ قُولهُ

He-asws said: ‘Abdullah Bin Al-Abbas and Abdullah Bin Al-Zubeyr came to him-asws. They 
consulted upon him-asws with the withholding. He-asws said to them: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww has 
instructed me-asws with an instruction, and I-asws am continuing in it’. He-asws said: ‘So Ibn Al-
Abbas went out and he was saying, ‘Oh Hussain-asws!’  

هوَهالْقِّتَالِّه هوَهحَذَّرَهُهمِّنَهالْقَتْلِّ هالضَّلَالِّ هأهَْلِّ نْ يَاهعَلَىهاللََِّّّههثَُُّهجَاءَهعَبْدُهاللََِّّّهبْنُهعُمَرَهفأََشَارَهعَلَيْهِّهبِّصُلْحِّ هالدُّ هفَ قَالَهيََهأبََِهعَبْدِّهالرَّحْمَنِّهأهَمَاهعَلِّمْتَهأَنَّهمِّنْههَوَانِّ
هإِّسْراَئِّيلهَتَ عَالََهأَنَّهرأَْسَهيََْيََهبهْ همِّنْهبَ غَايََهبَنِِّ هأهُْدِّيَهإِّلََهبغَِّيٍ   نِّهزكََرِّيََّ

Then Abdullah Bin Umar came and consulted upon him-asws with reconciling with the people 
of straying and cautioned him-asws from the killing and the fighting. He-asws said: ‘O Abu Abdul 
Rahman! Don’t you know that from the shame of the world to Allah-azwj the Exalted is that the 
head of Yahya-as Bin Zakariya-as was gifted to a prostitute from the prostitutes of the children 
of Israel? 

هسَبْعِّيَنهنهَ هالشَّمْسِّ هالْفَجْرِّهإِّلََهطلُُوعِّ هإِّسْراَئِّيلَهكَانوُاهيَ قْتلُُونَهمَاهبَيْنَهطلُُوعِّ مْهيبَِّيعُونَهوَهيَشْتََّوُنَهكَأَنْهلمَْهيَصْنَعُواهشَيْئاهًهأهَمَاهتَ عْلَمُهأَنَّهبَنِِّ هأَسْوَاقِّهِّ بِّي اهًثَُُّهيََْلِّسُونَهفِِّ
هُعَلَيهْ هاللََّّ لِّ هَيََهأبََِهعَبْدِّهالرَّحْمَنِّهوَهلََهتَدعَْهنهُفَ لَمْهيُ عَج ِّ هاللََّّ مْهبَلْهأَخَذَهُمْهبَ عْدَهذَلِّكَهأَخْذَهعَزِّيزٍهذِّيهانْتِّقَامٍهاتَّقِّ ههِّ  .صْرَتِّ

Don’t you know that the children of Israel had killed seventy Prophets-as in what is between 
the emergence of the dawn to the emergence of the sun, then they sat in their markets selling 
and buying as if they had not done anything? Allah-azwj did not Hasten upon them, but He-azwj 
Seized them after that with a Mighty Seizing with the revenge. Fear Allah-azwj, O Abu Abdul 
Rahman, and do not leave helping me-asws!’’ 

ت ِّيَنهفَ بَيْنهَ هسَنَةِّهسِّ مُ ِّيهفِِّ هأنََّهُهقاَلَهحَجَجْتُهبَِّ هُوَهرُوِّيَهعَنِّهالْفَرَزْدَقِّ هَُهاللََّّ هدَخَلْتُهالْحرََمَهإِّذْهلَقِّيتُهالحُْسَيْنَهعهخَارِّجاهًهثُهقاَلَهالْمُفِّيدُهرَحمِّ مَاهأنََاهأَسُوقُهبعَِّيْهََاهحَتََّّ
يٍ هعمِّنْهمَكَّةَهمَعَهُهأَسْيَافهُُهوَهتُ رهَ

 اسُهُهفَ قُلْتُهلِّمَنْههَذَاهالْقِّطاَرُهفَقِّيلَهلِّلْحُسَيْنِّهبْنِّهعَلِّ

Then Al-Mufeed, may Allah-azwj have Mercy on him, said, ‘And it is reported from Al-Farazdaq 
having said, ‘I went to Hajj with my mother during the year sixty. I was ushering her camel 
until I entered the Harram (Sanctuary), when I met Al-Hussain-asws going out from Makkah. 
With him-asws were his-asws swords and his-asws shields. I said, ‘For whom is this line (of camels)?’ 
It was said, ‘For Al-Hussain-asws Bin Ali-asws’.  

هأنَْتَهوَهأمُ ِّه بِِّ هبََِّ هُسُؤْلَكَهوَهأمََلَكَهفِّيمَاهتَِّبُّ هاللََِّّّهمَاهأعَْجَلَكَهعَنِّهالحَْج ِّهفأَتََ يْتُهُهوَهسَلَّمْتُهعَلَيْهِّهوَهقُ لْتُهلَهُهأعَْطاَكَهاللََّّ  يهيََهابْنَهرَسُولِّ

I went to him-asws and greeted unto him-asws and said to him-asws, ‘May Allah-azwj Grant you-asws 
your-asws request and your-asws hopes in what you-asws live. May my father and my mother be 
(sacrificed) for you-asws, O son-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww! What is your-asws haste (going) away 
from the Hajj?’  

هوَهلََهوَه همَنْهأنَْتَهقُ لْتُهرَجُلٌهمِّنَهالْعَرَبِّ ذْتُهثَُُّهقاَلَهلِِّ لْهلَُِخِّ هعَنْهأَكْثَرَهمِّنْهذَلِّكَ.هقاَلَهلَوْهلَمهْأعَُج ِّ  اللََِّّّهمَاهفَ تَّشَنِِّ
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He-asws said: ‘If I-asws don’t make haste, I-asws will be seized (killed here)’. Then he-asws said to 
me: ‘Who are you?’ I said, ‘A man from the Arabs’, and no, by Allah-azwj he-asws did not inquire 
any more than that. 

همَعَكَهوَهأَسْيَافُ هُمْهعَلهَ هخَلْفَكَهفَ قُلْتُهالْْبَِّيَْهسَألَْتَهقُ لُوبُهالنَّاسِّ هعَنِّهالنَّاسِّ ْنِّ هأَخْبرِّ هُيَ فْعَلُهماهيَشاءهُهيْكَهوَهالْقَضَاءُهيَ نْزِّلُهمِّنَهالسَّمَاءِّهوهَثَُُّهقاَلَهلِِّ  اللََّّ

Then he-asws said to me: ‘Inform me-asws about the people behind you’. I said, ‘You-asws have 
asked the informed one. The hearts of the people are with you-asws but their swords are 
against you-asws, and the Decree will descend from the sky, and Allah-azwj Does whatever He-

azwj so Desires’. 

هشَأْنهٍهوَهكُلَّهيَ وْمٍهرَب ُّنَاهللََِِّّّّهالَِْمْرُهمِّنْهقَ بْلُهوَهمِّنْهبَ عْدهُهقاَلَهصَدَقْتهَ هَعَلَىهنَ عْمَائِّهِّهوَههُوَهالْمُسْتَعَانُهعَلَىهأدََاءِّهالشُّكْرِّههههُوَهفِِّ هفَ نَحْمَدُهاللََّّ اَهنُِّبُّ إِّنْهنَ زَلَهالْقَضَاءُهبمِّ
يْتَهُهُ  وَهإِّنْهحَالَهالْقَضَاءُهدُونَهالرَّجَاءِّهفَ لَمْهيَ بْعُدْهمَنْهكَانَهالحَْقَّهنِّيَّتُهُهوَهالتَّقْوَىهسِّ

He-asws said: ‘You speak the truth. The Command is for Allah-azwj, from before and from 
afterwards, and during every day our Lord-azwj is in a state of Glory. If the Decree descends 
with what we-asws like, then we-asws praise Allah-azwj upon His-azwj Favours, and He-azwj is the 
Helper upon giving the thanks, and if the Decree Blocks besides the hope, so he would not be 
driven away, the ones whose intention was true, and the piety was his way’.  

هوَهكَفَاكَهمَاهتََْذَرُهوَه هُمَاهتَِّبُّ لَتَهُهوَهقَالَهالسَّلَامُهعَلَيْكَهثَُُّهفَ قُلْتُهلَهُهأَجَلْهبَ لَغَكَهاللََّّ اَهوَهحَرَّكَهراَحِّ هبِِّ كَهفأََخْبَرَنِّ  هافْتََّقَْ نَا.سَألَْتُهُهعَنْهأَشْيَاءَهمِّنْهنذُُورٍهوَهمَنَاسِّ

I said to him-asws, ‘Yes, may Allah-azwj Deliver what you-asws like and Suffice you-asws of what you-

asws fear’. And I asked him-asws about issues, from the vows and the rituals. He-asws informed 
me with these and moved his-asws ride and said: ‘The greetings be to you’. Then we separated 
(an extract).5 

 

 
5 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 44, The book of History – Al-Hassan-asws, Ch 37 H 2 f 


