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Abbreviations:

saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla

asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam

AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak

ra: - Razi Allah-*"i

La: - Laan Allah2%i
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In the Name of Allah®¥ithe Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-22"i Lord 22 of the

Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad=2%"and his*®"¥ Purified Progeny2*s, and
greetings with abundant greetings.

Gl A 2all 24ash ssg (2 T 2 s g 14
The Literate Prophet — Mohammed2%"W

Summary:

It is alleged, by a minority of Muslims, that the last Prophet, Mohammed=2*" could neither
write nor read. However, this is not said about the previous Prophets™®, e.g., about Prophet
Musas, Allah #% Says:

And We wrote (down) about everything for him on the Tablets (of the Torah) as an

admonition and making all things clear. ‘Hold to them strongly, and command your people
to adopt the best in it, | will show you the home of the deviators! (7:145)

Similarly, Prophet Isa® could read, as Allah?*I Narrates what he uttered as a baby in the
lap of his mother (in the defence of adversaries who were attacking the honour of his
mother):

He said, ‘1 am indeed a servant of Allah. He has given me the Book and made me a Prophet
(19:30).’

So, what is the point in giving someone a book who cannot read it? Hence, all Prophets?*
were taught by Allah®%, and not by the people, and so how could it be that the chief of the
Prophets (Mohammed=®") could not read or write? Allah?*" Defends His?*¥ |ast Prophet
$aWW in this regard, by citing in the Holy Quran (87:6):

We will Make you (O Prophet) read, so you will not forget [87:6]

The historical evidence of the writing of the Prophet Mohammed®"¥ is narrated by many
histories during the Treaty of Hudaybiyya, when Suheyl Bin Amro refused to accept the
statement: ‘This is the treaty formed by Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah.” Suhayl told

him™ "% to remove it. He said that if he accepted him as Messenger, there would be no need
for the treaty in the first place. Imam Ali®*"s refused to remove the name of the Prophetsa¥w
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out of respect. So, the Prophet™2"¥ himself took the pen and removed it himself®“¥ and in
its place wrote ‘Muhammad, son of Abdullah.”?

Introduction:
Some Muslims allege that Prophet Muhammad®®¥ could neither write nor read

(Nauzobillah)! In the first revealed Holy Verse, however, Allah®¥ Commands Prophet
Muhammads®" to read! Allah??/ Knew very well that His Prophet=®"¥ could read.

{1} sl 3 2y 1
Read in the Name of your Lord Who Created! [96:1]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The first of what was Revealed
upon Rasool-Allah2"¥ was In the Name of Allah°?"i the Beneficent, the Merciful, Read in the
name of your Lord Who Created [96:1] and the last of it (Chapter Revealed) was When there
comes the help of Allah and the victory [110:1].”?
Also in the Holy Quran, Allah?¥ Says:

{4} e

Who Taught (you) by the Pen [96:4]

The Pen
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Al-Hassan Bin Abu Al-Hassan Al-Daylami, by his chain going up to Muhammad Bin Al-Fazeyl, who has narrated
the following:

1 See for example, Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 20, The book of our Prophet*®“%, P 3 Ch 20 H 10
2 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 14 H 5

Page 5 of 20




The Literate Prophet — Mohammed=2%" www.hubeali.com

‘| asked Abu Al-Hassan Musa?s"s about the Words of Allah-?*i Mighty and Majestic: Noon and
the Pen, and what they will be writing! [68:1], he®"* said: ‘So the (letter) Noon is a name of
the Rasool-Allah=®"¥, and the Pen is a name of Amir Al-Momineen3sVs’’3

IS5 3 ST S 8 JE AT S o ae Il g s L B o8 e L 887106 el ot 2 8 5Ll i

il i { sl 1 F a0 N s 1= 2 oz
23 B o (o3l 2de 5 AN B o ) 0525 JB 3] ols o33

‘One day from the days | was in the presence of Abu Ja’faraws, He®"s said: ‘O Abdul Raheem/’
| said, ‘At your3"s service!” He"* said: ‘Words of Allah-®?¥i: But rather, you are a Warner,
and for every people there is a Guide [13:7]. Then Rasool-Allah**"" said: ‘"W am the warner
and Ali®%s is the guide.” Who is the guide today?

ooth ks &Lt 3B BB B s s Gl 2K o A Bt BIB T La b 8K 6

He (the narrator) said, ‘l was silent for a long time. Then | raised my head and | said, ‘May | be
sacrificed for you™"s! It is among you, being inherited by a man to a man until it ended up to
youWs So, you %S, may | be sacrificed for you@"s, are the guidance.”

2
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He s said: ‘You speak the truth, O Abdul Rahman! The Quran is alive, will not be dying, and
the Verses are alive, will not be dying. If the Verse, when it was Revealed regarding (a certain)
people, (and) they died, so the Verse would have died, the Quran would die. But it flows in
the remainder, just as it had flowed in the past.’

LSEaT o o 5 5l 5 il 2 S5 3 5 il 2 WS (2 8) 5 &0 5 OTA) Ol ¢ e 4T J6 o) A 6 5
it e ez
And Abdul Rahman said, ‘Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘The Quran is alive, not dead, and it flows

just as the night and the day flows, and just as the sun and the moon flow, it flows upon our"
asws |ast one just as it had flowed upon our"s first one.”*

The Sura Pen (68), which is the second Sura revealed, says the only function of the pen is to
write.

{1} dyhazs u Jds. 0

(I Say by) Noon and (By) the Pen, and what they will be-writing (record)! [68:1]

3(.1/710 22 &1 Joob)
4 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 35, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen®%s, Ch 20 H 21
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Al-Hassan Bin Abu Al-Hassan Al-Daylami, by his chain going up to Muhammad Bin Al-Fazeyl, who has narrated
the following:

‘| asked Abu Al-Hassan Musa " about the Words of Allah-#"I Mighty and Majestic: Noon and
the Pen, and what they will be writing! [68:1], he®"* said: ‘So the (letter) Noon is a name of
the Rasool-Allah=®"¥, and the Pen is a name of Amir Al-Momineen3sVs >

In Verse 25:5, Allah?" Says, Prophet Muhammad=®"" regularly Writes Verses Revealed onto
himsaww;

{5} Yooy 530 e 8 Wit g sblf 1406

And they are saying, ‘Stories of the former ones! He had these written down, and these are
being dictated to him (in the) morning and evening’ [25:5]

See a Hadith in the Appendix, describing the background of the above Verse:

5 IS ey 26 831 B8 V) 1 3 () e) e o b G sy & 5 el e e 6 ¢
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?s“s regarding His** Words: ‘Surely this is only a lie.
He fabricated it [25:4], he " said: ‘Al-Ifak (<%Y)) — is the lie, and he is being assisted upon it
by other people - meaning Abu Fakeyhat, and Habra, and Adasa, and Abasa the slave of
Huweytab.

ade JE b ooz LT ols Y1 bl 106 Gl maile 1y ) oy Ll U s LS G bl s
Ol 555

‘And His® Words: Stories of the former ones! He had these written down - This is the
speech of Al-Nazar Bin Al-Haris Bin Algama Bin Kaldat who said, ‘Stories of the former ones!
Muhammad="" had these written out, and these are being dictated to him (in the) morning
and evening [25:5].”%

So, it was well known among the non-believers of that time that Prophet Muhammads"W
could read as well as write. So why did some Muslims think that the Holy Prophet wasiilliterate
(Na’uzubillah)? We look at the Holy Verse, which is frequently presented in support of their
assumption.

5(.1/710 :2 &1 Joob)
6,111 12 Al s

Page 7 of 20




The Literate Prophet — Mohammed=2%" www.hubeali.com

Why do they Allege that Prophet Muhammad=*"" was llliterate (Nauzobillah)?

Some Muslims have assumed that holy Prophet2"¥W was illiterate (na'uzubillah) based on
the following Verse:

pelle s ol Ay R e gy sl 1A s sl 3 il 06 6502 0l 2aY1 0 00 545
A TP & VPR S PP SV P L AP R D TP A R ICS¥ \ ORGP  SAPPRR
{157} &50add b Sl dan J5T o) 5o 1532015 897%ai5 847555 a4 16l B aglle SOE7 B IYeNTs aiso) adde iy Sol

Those who are following the Rasool, the Prophet, the Ummy (Makkan) whom they are
finding written with them in the Torah and the Evangel (that) he would be instructing them
with the good things and forbidding them from the evil, and permitting for them the good
things and prohibiting upon them the bad, and removing from them their burdens and their
shackles which would be upon them. So those who believe in him, and assist him, and help
him, and follow the Light which descends with him, they would be the successful ones
[7:157]

gfj*@;yj@ﬁ\{i;,@:msty&sjz&glwJu;ﬁ’ﬁ\gﬁ;ﬁ\f;yéf:¢wmw;u\fj
A s i 3

And from Al Baqir®“s, he®"s was asked, ‘Why was the Prophet*®"¥ named as the Ummy?’
He@Ws said: ‘It is attributed to Makkah, and that is from the Words of Allah-22%: to warn the
Mother City and those around it [42:7], and the Mother city is Makkah, therefore he "V is
called Ummy due to that.””’

The meaning of ‘Ummy’

Lol o o dot ol ale e Ul cJle B 3seall dat oy Jhe e S0 dl A () e ey Al W
e G o W Ogasyy I e o 8 JB W sk e JUB oY1 ) o L gy b ) By pOL) e
S b Y

It has been narrated to us Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Abu Abdullah Al-Barqy, from Ja’far Bin Muhammad Al-
Sowfy who said:

‘| said to Abu Ja’far®%s, ‘O son of Rasool-Allah**"%, why was the Prophet™®"V called ‘Al-
Ummy’?’ He®Ys said: ‘What do the people say.’ | said to him™?@%s, ‘May | be sacrificed for you"
asws they are alleging that the Prophet®"% was called ‘Al-Ummy’ because he*®¥ could not
write.’

7242 1= ‘ZC “;L..A\ et
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‘He®%s said: ‘They are lying about him™2"%, may Allah?*I Curse them! I**"* say that, and Allah"
azwi Blessed and Exalted has Said in His®¥ Decisive Book: He is the One Who Sent among the
inhabitants of Makkah, a Rasool from them, reciting His Verses upon them and purifying
them, and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom [62:2].

““How was he ¥ able to teach them if he®"" was not good in it. By Allah-?*Il Rasool-Allah
saWW wwas able to read and write in seventy two to seventy three languages, and he™®% has
been called ‘Al-Ummy’ because he*®"" was an inhabitant of Mecca, and Makkah is the mother
(Umm) of all towns, and these are the Words of Allah??¥i the Exalted in His#¥ Book: And like
that We Reveal to you an Arabic Quran for you to warn the mother town and ones around
it [42:7].8

A Ol L ade jdenr oY B8 B ogd of Llul oy o e OLad) wga o e e det e Wi
T Yy oSG 6 4l sy O Oty

It has been narrated to us Abdullah Bin Muhammad, from Al-Hassan Bin Musa Al-Khashaab, from Ali Bin Asbaat
or someone else, said:

‘| said to Abu Ja’far®"“s, ‘The people are alleging that Rasool-Allah*®""¥ was neither able to
write, nor able to read.’

LS gaday vosShy OLT edde Ikt vgin Vomy eVl (3 Gy ) pa A JUB By U3 ) B pgidd 1pdST JUS
Sy T O ety el oS DS galey O 055G Cor IS A 13 0 151801y 28K,

‘He®%s said: ‘They are lying, may Allah?™ Curse them for that, and Allah??" has Said: He is
the One Who Sent among the inhabitants of Makkah, a Rasool from them, reciting His
Verses upon them and purifying them, and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom [62:2],
and hes®"¥ taught them the Book and the Wisdom while he®"% was not literate? But he@ws
was excellent in reading and writing.’

GAN P s ag (S ol L forgze dl 8 sy 80 ) o JB Ll Ty ade 1 Lo ) o o8 o8 J6
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‘| said, ‘Why was the Prophet™=®"¥ called Ummy?’ He®"* said: ‘In association to Mecca, and
these are the Words of Allah®% Mighty and Majestic: And like that We Reveal to you an

8 Basaair Al Darajaat—P5 CH4H1
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Arabic Quran for you to warn the mother town and ones around it [42:7].' The mother city
is Mecca. He®" was called Ummy for that.” ®

(S Uyt ) e BT 8 (e o a2 A el e e W 1B (] W 1B b
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Ibn Babuwayh said that it has been narrated from Sa’d Bin Abdullah, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from
Abu Abdullah Muhammad Bin Khalid Al-Barqy, from Ja’far Bin Muhammad Al-Sowfy who said,

‘| asked Abu Ja’far?@ws Muhammad™2s%s Bin Ali@%s Al-Reza®"s, ‘O son@"s of the Rasool-Allah"
sawW why has the Prophet™®W been called ‘Al-Ummy?.” He®"* said: ‘What are the people
saying?’ | said, ‘They are alleging that he™®¥W has been called ‘Al-Ummy’ because he**"¥ was
illiterate and could not write well.’

b 2 Vo2 GV 3 a5 el Ko 3 sk A1 g 5 Gl il e 138 (Pl ake) Ui
5 ke A1 JLo) Al Sy, O aE ) 5 ot b Lo galey 018 oSS 8 5 DSl 23400 5 2635 5 wlT el
‘L;,ﬁwg,aiya{vj‘&yiwmfﬁL;fy\&;ulj‘uwwj—ﬁmguji—@pﬁjm(m

I o s S il ol g s a5 B BT I e e 0 U s

‘He®%s said: ‘They lie! Upon them be the Curse of Allah=?%, 3% for that say that Allah3?¥
has Said in the Decisive (Verse) of His®*¥ Book: He it is Who Sent among the inhabitants of
Mecca a Rasool from among themselves, reciting to them His Communications and
purifying them, and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom [62:2]. How did he*®"" teach
them what he®"% was not good at? By Allah"#%, the Rasool-Allah**"¥ was able to read and
write in seventy two’ - (or said) - ‘seventy three’ ‘languages, and he™®"* has been called ‘Al-
Ummy’ because he®™W was from the inhabitants of Mecca, and Mecca is the mother of all
towns, and that is in the Words of Allah#" Mighty and Majestic: and for you to warn the
mother town (Lﬁjﬁ\ 2)) and the ones around it [6:92]. And the mother of towns is Mecca. So
hesa"W was referred to as Ummy due to that.” 1°

Makkah the Mother City

gu\jlé éﬁj i’,\; J;T :); L;\;J 4)}5.5 cu.b)‘\“ RS ) Lgals dxd, JjT Y LS;SJ‘ (zi Sl i szﬁ\ (J :JB ‘V"A‘I’Lu’ L;";
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‘The Mother City is Makkah. It has been Named as the Mother City because it was the first
spot which Allah®% Created from the earth, in the Words of the Exalted Surely, the first

9 Basaair Al Darajaat—P5 CH4H4
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House Placed for the people is the one at Bakka, Blessed, and a Guidance for the worlds
[3:96].11
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Ibn Babuwayh said that it has been narrated from Sa’d Bin Abdullah, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from
Abu Abdullah Muhammad Bin Khalid Al-Barqy, from Ja’far Bin Muhammad Al-Sowfy who said,

‘| asked Abu Ja’far?@ws Muhammad™2s%s Bin Ali@%s Al-Reza®"s, ‘O son@"s of the Rasool-Allah"
sawW why has the Prophet™®W been called ‘Al-Ummy?.” He®"* said: ‘What are the people
saying?’ | said, ‘They are alleging that he™®¥W has been called ‘Al-Ummy’ because he**"¥ was
illiterate and could not write well.’

Vﬁ&@%gﬁ—ﬁj&gﬁhg%g;j\}é:@ufvi;gJ}sa&\j:,Us gl el &l wglle 15008y (POl ko) Juis
8D 5 ol il 52680 5 T e

‘He®%s said: ‘They lie! Upon them be the Curse of Allah™#2%, |-2s%s for that, say that Allah22¥
has Said in the Decisive (Verse) of His?™ Book: He is the One Who Sent among the
inhabitants of Makkah, a Rasool from them, reciting His Verses to them and purifying them,
and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom, and surely before they were in clear straying
[62:2].

Onr 3 =N JU ol — ol GG s D (T g ade A o) Al Jgesy O 08 1 ?Mguﬁ@o\f%&
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““How did he "W teach them what he"% was not good at? By Allah?*", Rasool-Allah®"" was
able to read and write in seventy two’ - (or said) - ‘seventy three’ ‘languages, and he™®"s has
been called ‘Al-Ummy’ because he**"*¥ was from the inhabitants of Mecca, and Mecca is the
mother of all towns, and that is in the Words of Allah- azwi Mighty and Majestic: and for you to
warn the mother town (LS_)SM e\) and the ones around it [6:92]. And the mother of towns is
Makkah. So he®"W was referred to as Ummy due to that.” 12

JB 1JB gl o) s e ol o il e O o aa T e (e o e e Ll s
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Muhammad Bin Al-Hassan Al-Saffar, from Al-Husayn Bin Ali, from Ahmad Bin Hilal, from Khalaf Bin Hamaad,
from Abdul Rahman Bin Al-Hajaaj who said,

1268 12 (Al s
121 /124 08 e
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Abu Abdullah@%s said: ‘The Prophet™s®"¥ used to read and write, and he®"¥ (also) read what
he ¥ had not written (What someone else had written).’3

Those who claim that Prophet Muhammad=?"* was illiterate refer to the following verse:
{48} ullatdd QB 5udleng L 5 S 5 ol 0 Sl 2B

And you did not recite any (other) Book from before it nor did you transcribe (copy-wrote)
it with your right hand, for then the falsifiers would have doubted [29:48]

They wrongly interpret the words ‘nor writing it with your right hand’ to claim that Rasool
AllahsaW (Prophet Muhammad) could neither read nor write. These words, do not refer to
the writing of the Quran, these words, nevertheless, clearly state that Prophet Muhammad-
sawW never recited nor wrote down any Scriptures before the Quran, meaning, never went to
a school or visited a teacher before the Revelation of the Holy Quran, so was taught by Allah"
awi and not by others.

a3 U OTAL sl # dee B il 4 U e T T Loy T Lo 05700 LT e 5 1 3 oDl e Lo e 05l 2
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‘From Al-Reza*"s, there is a lengthy Hadeeth. (He " said): ‘And from His#" Signs is that he
$aWW \was an orphan, poor, shepherd, employed, had not learned a book, and did not come
and go to a teacher, then he™®% came with the Quran wherein were the stories of the
Prophets™® and their? news, letter by letter, and news of the ones passed away and one
remaining up to the Day of Judgment.”14

Why did Rasool Allah***" Ask Angel Jibraeel®*

B Tast iz QLI oty 2 ool Gt ol 6 0 0l o s T 3¢ U0 U o5 e a1 06 Lo 23 o6 25 5

‘I heard Ali@"s Bin Abu Talib@®", and a man asked him?*¥s about the Eman. He said, ‘O Amir
Al-Momineen®%s| Inform me about Al-Eman. | don’t have to ask anyone about it after
you—asws_'

2

ST b 06 F 4 b o gh 0 Jws e Al u B e 0l o 00 ) s s J6

‘He@%s said: ‘A man came to the Prophet™®"Y and asked him™=®%Y about similar to what you
have asked me®%“s about. He said to him™=®" similar to your words, so he*®% went on to
narrate to him. Then he®"¥ said to him, ‘Do so, and you have believed.”

135 /247 ;s ) sy
14120 ) 64C c@L@JlM
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‘Then Ali®"s faced towards the man. He®"s said: ‘Don’t you know that Jibraeel® had come
to Rasool-Allah*®"Y in the image of a human being. He™ said to him™=2"¥, ‘What is Al-Islam?’

2
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““He s™W said: ‘Testimony that there is no god except Allah??" and that Muhammad™=®"V is
Rasool*"¥ of Allah#, and establishing the Sa’at, and giving the Zakat, and performing Hajj
of the House (Kabah), and fasting month of Ramazan, and the washing from the sexual
impurity.’

R PICE PO P g e S P SR PE S PEC ER P S N E e (JE N E

““He™ said: ‘So what is Al-Eman?’ He™®"" said: ‘Belief in Allah®%, and His®" Angels, and
His??" Books, and His®" Rasools®, and in the life after the death, and in the pre-
determination, all of it, good and evil, and sweet and bitter.’

2
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“When the man stood up, Rasool-Allah®"Y said: ‘This is Jibraeel™®* having come to you all to
teach you your religion.’

£3i 36 e o fBL e Jedi v QB ey 508 06 cdin 8 06 T 4 JE Ul A s 5K

“It was so that Rasool-Allah®"¥, every time he*®"Y said something to him™, he™ said to
him™=aWW: ‘You™saWW gspeak the truth.” He? said: ‘When is the Hour?” He*®WY said: ‘The
guestioned is not any more knowing than the questioner is.” He® said: ‘You™®"Y speak the
truth.”

Sk 5 % 3}25\39_&;;!’\ \;’;(,;L’csc;jf 9;\; i)lic.,‘g‘ 3;&’/7 E3o s JB e gp L i g :;;JL\;
‘Then Ali®%s said, after having been free from the words of Jibraeel®: ‘You?™ speak the
truth’: ‘Indeed! Al-Eman is built upon four pillars — upon the certainty, and the patience, and
the justice, and the Jihad (striving).”*®

The Holy Verse (42:52) which says Not knowing the Book and the Eman

Sometimes, Holy Verse 42:52 is also cited to allege that Prophet=®¥% was not literate
(Nouzobillah), which is taking it entirely out of context; let us review the following Holy
Verse:

15 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 65 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 24 H46 b
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And like that We Sent down a Spirit unto you from Our Command. You (people) did not know

what the Book was, nor the Eman, but We Made it a ‘Noor’ (Light) We Guide with one We
so Desire from Our servants; and surely you (Rasool) guide to the Straight Path [42:52]

Not knowing the Book and the Eman
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From Abu Ja’far®"s regarding Words of Allah?™¥ the Exalted to His®" Prophet*™¥: ‘You
(people) did not know what the Book was, nor the Eman, but We Made it a ‘Noor’ (Light)
[42:52] — meaning Ali®%s, and Ali®"s, he®"s is the Noor.
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He?2 Said: We Guide with one We so Desire from Our servants; [42:52] - meaning Ali®"s,
Guiding through him2%s the one from His* creatures He® Guides. And Allah#" Said to

His@¥ Prophet=“%: and surely you (Rasool) guide to the Straight Path [42:52] — meaning
yous®™W should instruct with the Wilayah of Ali®%s and call to it.
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‘And Ali®sWs, he®"s js the Straight Path, A Path of Allah — meaning Ali®“s - Who, for Him is
whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth. — meaning Ali®"s, He®"/ Made him2s%s
His#W treasurer upon whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth, of anything, and
Entrusted it to him?“s - Indeed! To Allah do the matters eventually come [42:53].’1°
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From Abu Ja'far®"s having said: ‘These two Verses were Revealed like this — Words of Allah
azwi: ‘Until when he comes to Us [43:38] - Meaning so and so, and so and so (Abu Bakr and

16 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 35, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen®"s, Ch 16 H 10
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Umar), he will say, one of them to the other, ‘Oh! If only between me and you was the
distance of the east and the west!’ So evil is the associate [43:38].
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‘Allah2?%i Said to His?™ Prophet*®"V: Say to so and so, and so and so (Abu Bakr and Umar)
and the followers of these two: And it will never profit you today, since you were unjust - to
the Progeny®“s of Muhammad=®"W of their®“s rights, You are (now) sharers in the
Punishment [43:39].
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‘Then He®" Said to His" Prophet™®%: So, can you make the deaf to hear, or guide the
blind and the one who was in clear straying? [43:40] So if We were to Take you away, We
would still Take Revenge from them [43:41], Meaning from so and so, and so and so (Abu
Bakr and Umar).
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‘Then Allah®¥ Revealed to His?®¥ Prophet“®"V: Therefore adhere with that which is
Revealed unto you [43:43] - regarding Ali®*"s, surely you are upon a Straight Path [43:43] -
Meaning, you™™¥ are upon the Wilayah of Ali®%s, and Ali-®"s, he s js the Straight Path.”!’

The Guiding Light
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?"“s regarding the Words of Allah?®% Mighty and
Majestic: but We Made it a Light We Guide with one We so Desire from Our servants; and
surely you guide to the Straight Path [42:52], he®"* said: ‘That (Light) is Ali®*"s Bin Abu Talib

asws 718
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17 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 35, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen®*“s, Ch 16 H 11 a
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?“s regarding the Words of Allah??¥i to His®*¥ Prophet
saww [42:52] And thus We Revealed to you a Spirit from Our Command. You did not know
what the Book was, nor the belief, but We Made it a Light, he s said: ‘(Light) meaning Ali-
asws and Ali®"s is the Light, so He®" Said Guiding thereby whom We Desire to of Our
servants, Meaning Ali*"*, Guide by him?%s the one whom He?® Guides from His3"i
creatures.
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‘And he?™ Said to His®*" Prophet*®" and most surely you show the way to the Straight
Path, Meaning you™®¥ are commanding for the Wilayah of Amir Ul Momineen?"s, and
calling them to it, and Ali®*"s is the Straight Path, [42:53] The Path of Allah, Meaning Ali3s"s
Whose is whatsoever is in the skies and whatsoever is in the earth Meaning Ali®*"s having
Made him™%s as the Treasurer of whatsoever is in the skies and in the earth, and Entrusted it
to him2“s Indeed, to Allah do all affairs eventually come.’*°

Guiding to the Straight Path
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"s having said: ‘The Words of the exalted: and surely
you guide to the Straight Path [42:52], you®™" are commanding for the Wilayah of Ali®"s
and are calling them to him2*¢, and he " is the Straight Path.”?°

The Spirit
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It has been narrated to us by Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Al-Husayn Bin Saeed, from Al-Nazar Bin Suweyd,
from Yahya Al-Halby, from Abu Al-Sabaah Al-Kanany, from Abu Baseer who said:

‘| asked Abu Abdullah**s about the Statement of Allah*" Blessed and Exalted: And like that
We Sent down a Spirit unto you from Our Command. You did not know what the Book was,
nor the Eman [42:52]. He®"Ys said: ‘A Creature from the creatures of Allah?*¥, greater than
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Jibraeel™ and Mikaeel™s, It was with Rasool-Allah=®"% informed him=®"% and protected him"
SaWW and it is with the Imams2%s after him=saww 721
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‘A man from the people of Hayt asked him™?"%s and | was present, about the Words of Allah
azwj Mighty and Majestic: And like that We Sent down a Spirit unto you from Our Command
[42:52]. So he™"s said: ‘Since Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Sent down the Spirit unto
Muhammad*"V, it has not ascended to the sky, and it is among us@sws,”’22

The Trustee
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Narrated to us Abdullah Bin Aamir, from Abu Abdullah Al-Barqy, from Al-Husayn Bin Usman, from Muhammad
Bin Al-Fazeyl, from Abu Hamza Al-Thumaly, who has said:

Abu Ja’far?%s, regarding the Words of Allah-#?" Blessed and Exalted: A Path of Allah Who, for
Him is whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth. Indeed! To Allah do the matters
eventually come [42:53], said: ‘It means Ali®*"s, He®" Made Ali*"s His®" Treasurer on
whatsoever is in the Heavens and whatsoever is in the Earth from things and entrusted it all
to him™@%s, but it is to Allah @ that the matters return.’?3

Finally, in 87:6, Allah®*¥ Says, we will Enable you (Prophet Mohammed=?*") to read, which
leaves no doubt that the chief of Prophets and the last Prophet (Mohammed=2%*") was not
illiterate.

We will Make you (O Prophet) read, so you will not forget [87:6]

Appendix: Background to the Verse 25:5
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21 Basaair Al Darajaat—P9 CH 16 H 2
22 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 56 H 2
23 Basaair Al Darajaat—P 2 CH 19 H 16
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It is said that Rasool-Allah=®"Y, when Abu Talib#¥* passed away, the Polytheists persisted in
harming hims@¥W, So, he®"¥ came and presented himselfs®"¥ to the tribes with the Islam and
the Eman, but no one from the tribes came except that he blocked him=®"¥ and rejected him"

Saww
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One of them said, ‘The people of the man™®"% are more knowing regarding him=2¥%, Are you
viewing that a man would guide us and he*®"¥ has misled his*®% own people?’
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HesaWW headed to Saqeef at Al-Ta’if, and he®"" found their chiefs seated in a gathering, and
they were three brothers. He™®"" presented Al-Islam to them and warned them of the Fire
and the Wrath of the Compeller. One of them said, ‘I tend to steal clothes (drapes) of the
Kababh, if it was Allah?**l Who Sent you™2¥%.’ The other one said, ‘O Muhammad=2¥¥! |s Allah
azwj Erystrated from Sending anyone apart from you sV’
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And the other one said, ‘Do not speak to him=®""! |f he*®¥ was a Rasool®"¥ from Allah-2"
just as he™@V claims, then he®"¥ js of a more worth than for hims2"¥ to speak to us; and if
he W was a liar upon Allah?", then he™®V is being extravagant with his**¥ speech.’
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And they went on mocking him™"W¥_Hes®WW went on to walk, (but) every time he™*®"¥ placed
a foot, they placed a rock for him=@"% (to walk upon). He®"¥ was not free from their land
except and his*®"¥ feet were spilling blood.
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Rasool Allah®"¥ headed towards a wall of their vineyard and sat in anguish, and he**"¥ said:
‘O Allah@2Wil |5*WW am complaining to You@™ of myWW |oneliness, and mys®"V distress, and
mys®“W being considered insignificant by the people. O most Merciful of the merciful ones!
You? are the Lord?¥ of the oppressed ones! You??" are the Lord®" of the distressed ones!
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‘O Allah?i! If You®" do not happen to be Wrathful upon me*™¥, then IV don’t care
(about anything else). But, Your?" Given well-being is Extensive for me™saWww, |Saww geak

Refuge with You? from Your?™ Wrath, and with Your®" Pardon and from Your?
Punishment, and with You@? from You22"il
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‘I'’aww cannot count the Praise upon You@¥, You?i gre Just as You™?*¥ Praised upon Yourself
2w For You™®W is the Praise until You?% are Pleased. And there is neither Mighty nor
Strength except with Allah-®%, the Exalted, the Magnificent!’
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(The narrator said): And in the vineyard were Utba Bin Rabi’e, and Sheyba, so, he@"" disliked
going to them both due to what he**"" knew from their enmity. They said to a slave of theirs
called Adaas, ‘Take two bunches of the grapes and a mug of water, and go with these two to
that man=®"¥, and he*®"W will ask you: ‘Is this a gift or charity?’ So, if you were to say, ‘Charity,’
he "W will not accept it, but say, ‘Gift.”
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He went and placed it in front of him™=2%W, Hes®"¥ said: ‘(Is it) a gift or (is it) charity?’ He said,
‘Gift.” So hes™¥ extended his*®"" hand and said: ‘In the Name of Allah-?* the Beneficent, the
Merciful.” And Adaas was a Christian, so when he heard from him=2¥%, he was astounded from
it and went on looking at him™aWW,

W g canad op b Seladel o 5 1JB «San o i AL )l s an 1B L ol e 1B (Sl e e Lyt Ui

ad) >

Hes®"W said to him: ‘O Adaas! From where (are you)?’ He said, ‘From the people of Nineveh.’
He®"Y said: ‘From the city of the righteous man, my=®"W brother Yunus?* Bin Matta®*?’ He
said, ‘And who taught yous®"¥?’ So he*®"" informed him of his™ story and with what had
been Revealed unto him=a"V,
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He said, ‘And who were before him=2s?’ He@"¥ said: ‘Noah?® and Lut®s.” And he®"¥ informed
him with the story, so he fell down in Sajdah to Allah®%, and went on to kiss his*®" hand,
and both his masters were looking on at him. So, one of them said to the other, ‘He*®"¥ has
bewitched your slave.’
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When he came to them, they said to him, ‘What is your concern, prostrating and kissing his"
sawW hand?’ He said, ‘O my masters! There is none more honourable on the surface of the
earth, nor kinder, nor better than himsY ' They said, ‘And why is that?’ He said, ‘He™s®WW
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narrated to me with the (News of the) Prophets™ of the past, and our Prophet Yunus™® Bin
Matta=s.’
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They both said, ‘O woe be unto you! You are tempted away from your Religion?’ He said, ‘By
Allah#%il He W js a Mursil Prophet™®%’ They said, ‘Woe be unto you! Quraysh are
determined upon killing him2“W’ So, he said, ‘By Allah-?*Il He®"¥ would be killing them, and
dominate them, and he**" would be ennobling them if they were to follow him=2W they
would be entering the Paradise, and he would lose, one who does not follow himsaww ’
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They both arose intending to strike him, but he ran towards the Prophet™*®¥% and professed
Islam.24
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