
The Literate Prophet – Mohammed-saww     www.hubeali.com 

Page 1 of 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Literate Prophet – Mohammed-saww  



The Literate Prophet – Mohammed-saww     www.hubeali.com 

Page 2 of 20 

Table of Contents 

Summary:......................................................................................................................... 4 

Introduction: .................................................................................................................... 5 

The Pen ............................................................................................................................ 5 

Why do they Allege that Prophet Muhammad-saww was Illiterate (Nauzobillah)? ............... 8 

The meaning of ‘Ummy’ ................................................................................................... 8 

Makkah the Mother City ................................................................................................. 10 

Why did Rasool Allah-saww Ask Angel Jibraeel-as ............................................................... 12 

The Holy Verse (42:52) which says Not knowing the Book and the Eman ......................... 13 

Not knowing the Book and the Eman .............................................................................. 14 

The Guiding Light ........................................................................................................... 15 

Guiding to the Straight Path ........................................................................................... 16 

The Spirit ........................................................................................................................ 16 

The Trustee .................................................................................................................... 17 

Appendix: Background to the Verse 25:5 ........................................................................ 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Literate Prophet – Mohammed-saww     www.hubeali.com 

Page 3 of 20 

 

Abbreviations: 

saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam 

azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla 

asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam 

AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak 

ra: - Razi Allah-azwj 

La: - Laan Allah-azwj 
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 تَسْلِيماًِ.ِِوَسَلَمَِِِ,الطاَهِريِنِِسَيِ دِنََِمَُُمَدٍِوَِآلهِِِِِعَلىِاللَُِِِّوَِصَلَىِِ,الْعالَمِينِِرَبِِِِالْْمَْدُِلِلَِِِِّالرَحِيمِِِِالرَحْْنِِِِاللَِِِِّبِسْمِِ

In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the 
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and 
greetings with abundant greetings. 

لِْفَ رَجَهُمِْوَالْعَنِْأعَْدَائَ هُمِْاَجْْعَِيْنِ  الَلَهُمَِصَلِ ِعَلىِمَُُمَدٍِوَآلِِمَُُمَدٍِوَعَجِ 

The Literate Prophet – Mohammed-saww 

Summary: 

It is alleged, by a minority of Muslims, that the last Prophet, Mohammed-saww could neither 

write nor read.  However, this is not said about the previous Prophets-as, e.g., about Prophet 

Musa-as, Allah-azwj Says:  

And We wrote (down) about everything for him on the Tablets (of the Torah) as an 

admonition and making all things clear. ‘Hold to them strongly, and command your people 

to adopt the best in it, I will show you the home of the deviators! (7:145)  

Similarly, Prophet Isa-as could read, as Allah-azwj Narrates what he-as uttered as a baby in the 

lap of his mother (in the defence of adversaries who were attacking the honour of his 

mother):  

He said, ‘I am indeed a servant of Allah. He has given me the Book and made me a Prophet 

(19:30).’  

So, what is the point in giving someone a book who cannot read it? Hence, all Prophets-as 

were taught by Allah-azwj, and not by the people, and so how could it be that the chief of the 

Prophets (Mohammed-saww) could not read or write? Allah-azwj Defends His-azwj last Prophet-

saww in this regard, by citing in the Holy Quran (87:6): 

 {6سَنُ قْرئُِكَِفَلََِتَ نْسَىِٰ}

We will Make you (O Prophet) read, so you will not forget [87:6] 

The historical evidence of the writing of the Prophet Mohammed-saww is narrated by many 
histories during the Treaty of Hudaybiyya, when Suheyl Bin Amro refused to accept the 
statement: ‘This is the treaty formed by Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah.’ Suhayl told 
him-saww to remove it. He said that if he accepted him as Messenger, there would be no need 
for the treaty in the first place. Imam Ali-asws refused to remove the name of the Prophet-saww 
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out of respect. So, the Prophet-saww himself took the pen and removed it himself-saww and in 
its place wrote ‘Muhammad, son of Abdullah.’1  

Introduction: 

Some Muslims allege that Prophet Muhammad-saww could neither write nor read 
(Nauzobillah)!  In the first revealed Holy Verse, however, Allah-azwj Commands Prophet 
Muhammad-saww to read! Allah-azwj Knew very well that His Prophet-saww could read. 

بِِسْمِِربَِ كَِالَذِيِخَلَقَِ} ِ ِ{1اقْ رَأِْ
Read in the Name of your Lord Who Created! [96:1] 

ِبْنِِالسَريِِ ِِعِدَةٌِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِوَِسَهْلِِبْنِِزيََِدٍِعَنِْمَنْصُورِِبْنِِالْعَبَاسِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِ هِِعَلِيِ  بْنِِالَْْسَنِِالسَريِِ ِعَنِْعَمِ 
لَىِرَسُولِِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِبِسْمِِاللَِِّالرَحَْْنِِالرَحِيمِِاقْ رَأِْبِِسْمِِرَبِ كَِوَِِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِقاَلَِأَوَلُِمَاِنَ زَلَِعَِ

 آخِرهُُِإِذَاِجَاءَِنَصْرُِاللَِِِّ.

A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, and Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Mansour Bin Al Abbas, 
from Muhammad Bin Al Hassan Al Sarriy, from his uncle Ali Bin Al Sariy,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘The first of what was Revealed 
upon Rasool-Allah-saww was In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful, Read in the 
name of your Lord Who Created [96:1] and the last of it (Chapter Revealed) was When there 
comes the help of Allah and the victory [110:1].’2  

Also in the Holy Quran, Allah-azwj Says: 

 {4}ِبِِلْقَلَمِِِعَلَمَِِالَذِي

Who Taught (you) by the Pen [96:4] 

The Pen 

الْقَلَمِِوَِِالْس نِبنِأبِِالْس نِالديلميبإِنس نادهِإمِمُمدِبنِالل، يل ِعنِأبِِالْس نِموس ىِ)عليهِالس لَم( ِقالبإِس قللهِعنِقولِاللهِعزِوِجلبإِ ِوَِ
 ماِيَسْطرُُوَ بإِ»فالنو ِاسمِلرسولِاللهِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوِآله( ِوِالقلمِاسمِلأميرِالمؤمنينِ)عليهِالسلَم(

Al-Hassan Bin Abu Al-Hassan Al-Daylami, by his chain going up to Muhammad Bin Al-Fazeyl, who has narrated 
the following:  

 
1 See for example, Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 20, The book of our Prophet-saww, P 3 Ch 20 H 10 
2 Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 14 H 5 
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‘I asked Abu Al-Hassan Musa-asws about the Words of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic: Noon and 
the Pen, and what they will be writing! [68:1], he-asws said: ‘So the (letter) Noon is a name of 
the Rasool-Allah-saww, and the Pen is a name of Amir Al-Momineen-asws.’’3 

إِنََّاِأنَْتَِمُنْذِرٌِوَِلِكُلِ ِِِكُنْتُِيَ وْماًِمِنَِالْأَيََمِِعِنْدَِأَبِِجَعْلَرٍِعِفَ قَالَِيََِعَبْدَِالرَحِيمِِقُ لْتُِلبََيْكَِقاَلَِقَ وْلُِاللَِِِِّتلسيرِالعياشيِعَنِْعَبْدِِالرَحِيمِِالْقَصِيِرِقاَلَبإ
 إِذِْقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِأنَََِالْمُنْذِرُِوَِعَلِيٌِّالْْاَدِيِمَنِِالْْاَدِيِالْيَوْمَِِقَ وْمٍِهادٍِ

Tafseer Al Ayyashi – From Abdul Raheem Al Qaseyr who said,  

‘One day from the days I was in the presence of Abu Ja’far-asws. He-asws said: ‘O Abdul Raheem!’ 
I said, ‘At your-asws service!’ He-asws said: ‘Words of Allah-azwj: But rather, you are a Warner, 
and for every people there is a Guide [13:7]. Then Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘I-saww am the warner 
and Ali-asws is the guide.’ Who is the guide today? 

ِطَوِيلًَِثَُُِرَفَ عْتُِرأَْسِيِفَ قُلْتُِجُعِلْتُِفِدَاكَِهِيَِفِيكُمِْتَ وَارَثوُنََاَِرَجُلٌِفَ رَجُلٌِحَتَِّ  انْ لَهَتِْإلِيَْكَِفقَنَْتَِجُعِلْتُِفِدَاكَِالْْاَدِيِقاَلَِفَسَكَتُّ

He (the narrator) said, ‘I was silent for a long time. Then I raised my head and I said, ‘May I be 
sacrificed for you-asws! It is among you, being inherited by a man to a man until it ended up to 
you-asws. So, you-asws, may I be sacrificed for you-asws, are the guidance.’’  

كَِانَتِِالْْيَِ لََِتََوُتُِفَ لَوْ وَِلَكِنِْهِيَِِ ةُِإِذَاِنَ زلََتِْفِِالْأقَْ وَامِِمَاتوُاِمَاتَتِِالْْيةَُِلَمَاتَِالْقُرْآ ُِقاَلَِصَدَقْتَِيََِعَبْدَِالرَحِيمِِإَِ ِالْقُرْآَ ِحَيٌِّلََِيََوُتُِوَِالْْيةََِحَيَةٌِ
فِِالْبَاقِينَِ  كَمَاِجَرَتِْفِِالْمَاضِينَِِِجَاريِةٌَِ

He-asws said: ‘You speak the truth, O Abdul Rahman! The Quran is alive, will not be dying, and 
the Verses are alive, will not be dying. If the Verse, when it was Revealed regarding (a certain) 
people, (and) they died, so the Verse would have died, the Quran would die. But it flows in 
the remainder, just as it had flowed in the past.’  

كَِمَاِيََْريِِا يََُتِْوَِإِنهَُِيََْريِ كَِمَاِوَِقاَلَِعَبْدُِالرَحِيمِِقاَلَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِإَِ ِالْقُرْآَ ِحَيٌِّلََِْ كَِمَاِيََْريِِالشَمْسُِوَِالْقَمَرُِوَِيََْريِِعَلَىِآخِرنََِ للَيْلُِوَِالنَهَارُِوَ
ِيََْريِِعَلَىِأوََلنَِاِ.

And Abdul Rahman said, ‘Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘The Quran is alive, not dead, and it flows 
just as the night and the day flows, and just as the sun and the moon flow, it flows upon our-

asws last one just as it had flowed upon our-asws first one.’’4 

The Sura Pen (68), which is the second Sura revealed, says the only function of the pen is to 
write. 

 {1 ِِۚوَالْقَلَمِِوَمَاِيَسْطرُُوَ ِ}

(I Say by) Noon and (By) the Pen, and what they will be writing (record)! [68:1] 

 
 (تأويل الآيات 2:  710/ 1. ) 3
4 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 35, The book of History – Amir Al Momineenasws, Ch 20 H 21 
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الْقَلَمِِوَِِالْس نِبنِأبِِالْس نِالديلميبإِنس نادهِإمِمُمدِبنِالل، يل ِعنِأبِِالْس نِموس ىِ)عليهِالس لَم( ِقالبإِس قللهِعنِقولِاللهِعزِوِجلبإِ ِوَِ
 ماِيَسْطرُُوَ بإِ»فالنو ِاسمِلرسولِاللهِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوِآله( ِوِالقلمِاسمِلأميرِالمؤمنينِ)عليهِالسلَم(«.

Al-Hassan Bin Abu Al-Hassan Al-Daylami, by his chain going up to Muhammad Bin Al-Fazeyl, who has narrated 
the following:  

‘I asked Abu Al-Hassan Musa-asws about the Words of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic: Noon and 
the Pen, and what they will be writing! [68:1], he-asws said: ‘So the (letter) Noon is a name of 
the Rasool-Allah-saww, and the Pen is a name of Amir Al-Momineen-asws.’’5 

In Verse 25:5, Allah-azwj Says, Prophet Muhammad-saww regularly Writes Verses Revealed onto 
him-saww: 

 ِ{5وَقاَلُواِأَسَاطِيُرِالْأَوَلِيَنِاكْلَ لَ بَ هَاِفَهِيَِتَُلَْىِٰعَلَيْهِِبُكْرَةًِوَأَصِيلًَِ}

And they are saying, ‘Stories of the former ones! He had these written down, and these are 
being dictated to him (in the) morning and evening’ [25:5] 

See a Hadith in the Appendix, describing the background of the above Verse: 

قالبإِ»الإفكبإِالكذبِوَِ ثُ ِِقالِعليِبنِإبراهيم ِوِفِِروايةِأبِِالجارود ِعنِأبِِجعلرِ)عليهِالسلَم( ِفِِقولهبإِإِلََِإِفْكٌِافْتََاهُِ
عَلَيْهِِقَ وْمٌِآخَرُوَ ِيعنو ِأبِِفكيهة ِوِحبراِ ِوِعداسا ِوِعابساِِمومِحويطب ِِ  أَعانهَُِ

Then Ali Bin Ibrahim said, ‘And in a report of Abu Al-Jaroud,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far-asws regarding His-azwj Words: ‘Surely this is only a lie. 
He fabricated it [25:4], he-asws said: ‘Al-Ifak (الإفك) – is the lie, and he is being assisted upon it 
by other people - meaning Abu Fakeyhat, and Habra, and Adasa, and Abasa the slave of 
Huweytab.  

لىِعليهِِوِقولهبإِأَساطِيُرِالْأَوَلِيَنِاكْلَ لَ بَهاِفهوِقولِالن،رِبنِالْارثِبنِعلقمةِبنكِلدة ِقالبإِأساطيرِالأولينِاكللبهاِمُمد ِفهيِتَِ
 بكرةِوِأصيلَ«ِ.

‘And His-azwj Words: Stories of the former ones! He had these written down - This is the 
speech of Al-Nazar Bin Al-Haris Bin Alqama Bin Kaldat who said, ‘Stories of the former ones! 
Muhammad-saww had these written out, and these are being dictated to him (in the) morning 
and evening [25:5].’’6 

So, it was well known among the non-believers of that time that Prophet Muhammad-saww 
could read as well as write. So why did some Muslims think that the Holy Prophet was illiterate 
(Na’uzubillah)? We look at the Holy Verse, which is frequently presented in support of their 
assumption. 

 
 (تأويل الآيات 2:  710/ 1. ) 5
 تفسير القمّي 2: 111.  6
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Why do they Allege that Prophet Muhammad-saww was Illiterate (Nauzobillah)? 

Some Muslims have assumed that holy Prophet-saww was illiterate (na'uzubillah) based on 
the following Verse: 

دُونهَُِمَكْلُوبًِِعِنْدَهُمِْفِِاللَ وْراَةِِوَالْإِنِِْ هَاهُمِْعَنِِالْمُنْكَرِِوَيُُِلُِّلَْمُُِالطيَِ بَاتِِوَيَُُر مُِِعَلَيْهِمُِِالَذِينَِيَ لَبِعُوَ ِالرَسُولَِالنَبَِِالْأمُِ يَِالَذِيِيََِ يلِِيََْمُرُهُمِْبِِلْمَعْرُوفِِوَيَ ن ْ
كَِانَتِْعَلَيْهِمِِْۚالْْبََائِثَِ هُمِْإِصْرَهُمِْوَالْأَغْلََلَِالَتِِ  {157}ِالْمُلْلِحُو َِِهُمُِِأوُلَٰئِكَِِذِيِأنُْزلَِِمَعَهُِۙالَِِالنُّورَِِوَاتَ بَ عُواِوَنَصَرُوهُِِوَعَزَرُوهُِِبِهِِِآمَنُواِفاَلَذِينَِِوَيََ،عُِعَن ْ

Those who are following the Rasool, the Prophet, the Ummy (Makkan) whom they are 
finding written with them in the Torah and the Evangel (that) he would be instructing them 
with the good things and forbidding them from the evil, and permitting for them the good 
things and prohibiting upon them the bad, and removing from them their burdens and their 
shackles which would be upon them. So those who believe in him, and assist him, and help 
him, and follow the Light which descends with him, they would be the successful ones 
[7:157] 

وَِمَنِْحَوْلَْا*ِوِأم ِِِللِنُْذِرَِأمَُِالْقُرىِِقالِنسبِإمِمك ةِوِذلكِمنِقولِاللَِِّالنَبَِِالْأمُِ يَِِوِعنِالباقرعليهِالسلَمبإِأن هِسئلِلَِسميِ
 القرىِمك ةِفقيلِأم يِلذلكِ.

And from Al Baqir-asws, he-asws was asked, ‘Why was the Prophet-saww named as the Ummy?’ 
He-asws said: ‘It is attributed to Makkah, and that is from the Words of Allah-azwj: to warn the 
Mother City and those around it [42:7], and the Mother city is Makkah, therefore he-saww is 
called Ummy due to that.’’7 

The meaning of ‘Ummy’ 

حدثناِاحْدِبنِمُمدِعنِابىِعبدِاللهِالبرقىِعنِجعلرِبنِمُمدِالصوفىِقالِسقلتِابِِجعلرِعليهِالسلَمِمُمدِبنِعلىِالرضاِِ
عليهِالسلَمِوقلتِلهِيَبنِرسولِاللهِلَِسمىِالنبِِالَميِقالِماِيقولِالناسِقالِقلتِلهِجعلتِفداكِيزعمو ِانَّاِسمىِالنبِِالَميِِ

 لَنهِلَِيكلبِِ

It has been narrated to us Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Abu Abdullah Al-Barqy, from Ja’far Bin Muhammad Al-

Sowfy who said:  

‘I said to Abu Ja’far-asws, ‘O son of Rasool-Allah-saww, why was the Prophet-saww called ‘Al-
Ummy’?’ He-asws said: ‘What do the people say.’ I said to him-asws, ‘May I be sacrificed for you-

asws, they are alleging that the Prophet-saww was called ‘Al-Ummy’ because he-saww could not 
write.’  

 

 تفسير الصافي، ج2، ص: 242 7
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كِلابهِهوِالذىِبعثِفِِالَميينِرسولَِمنهمِيللواِعليهمِِ فقالكِذبواِعليهمِلعنةِاللهِانىِيكو ِذلكِواللهِتباركِوتعامِيقولِفِِمُكم
 آيَتهِويزكيهمِويعلمهمِالكلابِوالْكمةِِ

‘He-asws said: ‘They are lying about him-saww, may Allah-azwj Curse them! I-asws say that, and Allah-

azwj Blessed and Exalted has Said in His-azwj Decisive Book: He is the One Who Sent among the 
inhabitants of Makkah, a Rasool from them, reciting His Verses upon them and purifying 
them, and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom [62:2].  

فكيفكِا ِيعلمهمِمالَِيُسنِواللهِلقدكِا ِرسولِاللهِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِيقرأِويكلبِبِثنينِوسبعينِأوِبثلثةِوسبعينِلسانَِوانَّاِِ
كِا ِمنِاهلِمكةِوِمكةِمنِامهاتِالقرىِوذلكِقولِاللهِتعامِفِكِلابهِللنذرِامِالقرىِومنِحولْاِ.  سمىِالَميِلَنه

‘‘How was he-saww able to teach them if he-saww was not good in it. By Allah-azwj! Rasool-Allah-

saww was able to read and write in seventy two to seventy three languages, and he-saww has 
been called ‘Al-Ummy’ because he-saww was an inhabitant of Mecca, and Makkah is the mother 
(Umm) of all towns, and these are the Words of Allah-azwj the Exalted in His-azwj Book: And like 
that We Reveal to you an Arabic Quran for you to warn the mother town and ones around 
it [42:7].’8       

حدثناِعبدِاللهِبنِمُمدِعنِالْسنِبنِموسىِالْشابِعنِعلىِبنِاسباطِأوِغيرهِقالِقلتِلَبِِجعلرِعليهِالسلَمِا ِالناسِِ
 يزعمو ِا ِرسولِاللهِلَِيكنِيكلبِولَِيقرأِِ

It has been narrated to us Abdullah Bin Muhammad, from Al-Hassan Bin Musa Al-Khashaab, from Ali Bin Asbaat 
or someone else, said: 

‘I said to Abu Ja’far-asws, ‘The people are alleging that Rasool-Allah-saww was neither able to 
write, nor able to read.’  

كِذبواِلعنهمِاللهِانىِذلكِوقدِقالِاللهِهوِالذىِبعثِفِِالَميينِرسولَِمنهمِيللواِعليهمِآيَتهِويزكيهمِويعلمهمِالكلابِِ فقال
 والْكمةِوا كِانواِمنِقبلِللىِضلَلِمبينِفيكو ِا ِيعلمهمِالكلابِالْكمةِوليسِويُسنِا ِيقرأِويكلبِِ

‘He-asws said: ‘They are lying, may Allah-azwj Curse them for that, and Allah-azwj has Said: He is 
the One Who Sent among the inhabitants of Makkah, a Rasool from them, reciting His 
Verses upon them and purifying them, and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom [62:2], 
and he-saww taught them the Book and the Wisdom while he-saww was not literate? But he-asws 
was excellent in reading and writing.’  

قالِقلتِفلمِسمىِالنبِِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِامياِقالِنسبتِإمِمكةِوذلكِقولِاللهِعزوجلِللنذرِامِالقرىِومنِحولْاِفامِالقرىِِ
 المكةِفقيلِامىِلذلكِ.

‘I said, ‘Why was the Prophet-saww called Ummy?’ He-asws said: ‘In association to Mecca, and 
these are the Words of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic: And like that We Reveal to you an 
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Arabic Quran for you to warn the mother town and ones around it [42:7].’ The mother city 
is Mecca. He-saww was called Ummy for that.’’ 9  

أبِِعبدِاللهِمُمدِبنِخالدِالبرقي ِِ ابنِبِبويه ِقالبإِحدثناِأبِ ِقالبإِحدثناِس عدِبنِعبدِالله ِعنِأحْدِبنِمُمدِبنِعيس ى ِعن
عنِجعلرِبنِمُمدِالص   وفِ ِقالِس   قلتِأبِِجعلرِمُمدِبنِعليِالرض   اِ)عليهماِالس   لَم( ِفقلتبإِيَِبنِرس   ولِالله ِلَِسميِالنبِِِ

ِيزعمو ِأنهِإنَّاِسميِالأميِلأنهِلَِيُسنِأ ِيكلب.ِ )صلىِاللهِعليهِوِآله(ِالأمي؟ِفقالبإِ»ماِيقولِالناس؟«ِقلتبإ

Ibn Babuwayh said that it has been narrated from Sa’d Bin Abdullah, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from 
Abu Abdullah Muhammad Bin Khalid Al-Barqy, from Ja’far Bin Muhammad Al-Sowfy who said,  

‘I asked Abu Ja’far-asws Muhammad-asws Bin Ali-asws Al-Reza-asws, ‘O son-asws of the Rasool-Allah-

saww, why has the Prophet-saww been called ‘Al-Ummy?.’ He-asws said: ‘What are the people 
saying?’ I said, ‘They are alleging that he-saww has been called ‘Al-Ummy’ because he-saww was 
illiterate and could not write well.’  

ولًَِ كِلابهبإِهُوَِالَذِيِبَ عَثَِفِِالْأمُِ يِ يَنِرَس      ُ اِلس      لَم(بإِ»كذبواِعليهمِلعنةِالله ِأنىِذلكِوِاللهِيقولِفِِمُكم لُواِِفقالِ)عليه هُمِْيَ ل ْ ِمِن ْ
يهِمِْوَِيُ عَلِ مُهُمُِالْكِلابَِوَِالِْْكْمَةَِفكيفكِا ِيعلمهمِماِلَِيُس    ن؟ِوِالله لقدكِا ِرس    ولِاللهِ)ص    لىِاللهِعليهِوِِِعَلَيْهِمِْآيَتهِِِوَِيُ زكَِ 

كِا ِمنِأهلِمكة ِوِمكةِمنِأمهاتِالقرى ِِِِ-أوِقالِبثلَثةِِ-آله(ِيقرأِوِيكلبِبِثنين وِس   بعينِلس   انَ ِوِإنَّاِسميِالأميِلأنه
 للُِ نْذِرَِأمَُِالْقُرىِوَِمَنِْحَوْلَْا.ِوِأمِالقرىِمكة ِفقيلِأميِلذلك«. وِذلكِقولِاللهِعزِوِجلبإ

‘He-asws said: ‘They lie! Upon them be the Curse of Allah-azwj, I-asws for that say that Allah-azwj 
has Said in the Decisive (Verse) of His-azwj Book: He it is Who Sent among the inhabitants of 
Mecca a Rasool from among themselves, reciting to them His Communications and 
purifying them, and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom [62:2]. How did he-saww teach 
them what he-saww was not good at? By Allah-azwj, the Rasool-Allah-saww was able to read and 
write in seventy two’ - (or said) - ‘seventy three’ ‘languages, and he-asws has been called ‘Al-
Ummy’ because he-saww was from the inhabitants of Mecca, and Mecca is the mother of all 
towns, and that is in the Words of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic: and for you to warn the 
mother town (أمَُّ الْقرُى) and the ones around it [6:92]. And the mother of towns is Mecca. So 
he-saww was referred to as Ummy due to that.’’ 10 

Makkah the Mother City 

للِنَاسِِِِِعليِبنِإبراهيم ِقالبإِأمِالقرىِمكة ِسميتِأمِالقرىِلأنَاِأولِبقعةِخلقهاِاللهِمنِالأرض ِلقولهِتعامبإِإَِ ِأوََلَِبَ يْتٍِوُضِعَِ
 للََذِيِببَِكَةَِمُباركَاًِ.

Ali Bin Ibrahim, said,  

‘The Mother City is Makkah. It has been Named as the Mother City because it was the first 
spot which Allah-azwj Created from the earth, in the Words of the Exalted Surely, the first 
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House Placed for the people is the one at Bakka, Blessed, and a Guidance for the worlds 
[3:96].’11 

أبِِعبدِاللهِمُمدِبنِخالدِالبرقي ِِ ابنِبِبويه ِقالبإِحدثناِأبِ ِقالبإِحدثناِس عدِبنِعبدِالله ِعنِأحْدِبنِمُمدِبنِعيس ى ِعن
عنِجعلرِبنِمُمدِالص   وفِ ِقالِس   قلتِأبِِجعلرِمُمدِبنِعليِالرض   اِ)عليهماِالس   لَم( ِفقلتبإِيَِبنِرس   ولِالله ِلَِسميِالنبِِِ

 يزعمو ِأنهِإنَّاِسميِالأميِلأنهِلَِيُسنِأ ِيكلب.ِ )صلىِاللهِعليهِوِآله(ِالأمي؟ِفقالبإِ»ماِيقولِالناس؟«ِقلتبإ

Ibn Babuwayh said that it has been narrated from Sa’d Bin Abdullah, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from 
Abu Abdullah Muhammad Bin Khalid Al-Barqy, from Ja’far Bin Muhammad Al-Sowfy who said,  

‘I asked Abu Ja’far-asws Muhammad-asws Bin Ali-asws Al-Reza-asws, ‘O son-asws of the Rasool-Allah-

saww, why has the Prophet-saww been called ‘Al-Ummy?.’ He-asws said: ‘What are the people 
saying?’ I said, ‘They are alleging that he-saww has been called ‘Al-Ummy’ because he-saww was 
illiterate and could not write well.’  

ولًَِ كِلابهبإِهُوَِالَذِيِبَ عَثَِفِِالْأمُِ يِ يَنِرَس      ُ اِلس      لَم(بإِ»كذبواِعليهمِلعنةِالله ِأنىِذلكِوِاللهِيقولِفِِمُكم لُواِِفقالِ)عليه هُمِْيَ ل ْ ِمِن ْ
يهِمِْوَِيُ عَلِ مُهُمُِالْكِلابَِوَِالِْْكْمَةَِ  عَلَيْهِمِْآيَتهِِِوَِيُ زكَِ 

‘He-asws said: ‘They lie! Upon them be the Curse of Allah-azwj, I-asws for that, say that Allah-azwj 
has Said in the Decisive (Verse) of His-azwj Book: He is the One Who Sent among the 
inhabitants of Makkah, a Rasool from them, reciting His Verses to them and purifying them, 
and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom, and surely before they were in clear straying 
[62:2].  

وِس بعينِِِِ-أوِقالِبثلَثةِِ-فكيفكِا ِيعلمهمِماِلَِيُس ن؟ِوِاللهِلقدكِا ِرس ولِاللهِ)ص لىِاللهِعليهِوِآله(ِيقرأِوِيكلبِبِثنين
اِلقرى ِوِذلكِقولِاللهِعزِوِجلبإ كِا ِمنِأهلِمك ة ِوِمك ةِمنِأمه ات للُِ نْ ذِرَِأمَُِالْقُرىِوَِمَنِِْ لس              انَ ِوِإنَّاِسميِالأميِلأنه

 حَوْلَْا.ِوِأمِالقرىِمكة ِفقيلِأميِلذلك«.

‘‘How did he-saww teach them what he-saww was not good at? By Allah-azwj, Rasool-Allah-saww was 
able to read and write in seventy two’ - (or said) - ‘seventy three’ ‘languages, and he-asws has 
been called ‘Al-Ummy’ because he-saww was from the inhabitants of Mecca, and Mecca is the 
mother of all towns, and that is in the Words of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic: and for you to 
warn the mother town (أمَُّ الْقرُى) and the ones around it [6:92]. And the mother of towns is 
Makkah. So he-saww was referred to as Ummy due to that.’’ 12 

مُمدِبنِالْس   نِالص   لاربإِعنِالْس   ينِبنِعلي ِعنِأحْدِبنِهلَل ِعنِخلفِبنِحْاد ِعنِعبدِالرحْنِبنِالْجاا ِقالبإِقالِ
كِا ِيقرأِوِيكلب ِوِيقرأِماِلَِيكلب«.  أبوِعبدِاللهِ)عليهِالسلَم(بإِ»إ ِالنبِِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوِآله(

Muhammad Bin Al-Hassan Al-Saffar, from Al-Husayn Bin Ali, from Ahmad Bin Hilal, from Khalaf Bin Hamaad, 
from Abdul Rahman Bin Al-Hajaaj who said,  
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Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘The Prophet-saww used to read and write, and he-saww (also) read what 
he-saww had not written (What someone else had written).’13 

Those who claim that Prophet Muhammad-saww was illiterate refer to the following verse: 

كِِلَابٍِوَلََِتََُطُّهُِبيَِمِينِكَِِۖإِذًاِلََرْتََبَِالْمُبْطِلُوَ ِ} لُوِمِنِْقَ بْلِهِِمِنْ كُِنْتَِتَ ل ْ ِ{48وَمَا

And you did not recite any (other) Book from before it nor did you transcribe (copy-wrote) 
it with your right hand, for then the falsifiers would have doubted [29:48] 

They wrongly interpret the words ‘nor writing it with your right hand’ to claim that Rasool 
Allah-saww (Prophet Muhammad) could neither read nor write. These words, do not refer to 
the writing of the Quran, these words, nevertheless, clearly state that Prophet Muhammad-

saww never recited nor wrote down any Scriptures before the Quran, meaning, never went to 
a school or visited a teacher before the Revelation of the Holy Quran, so was taught by Allah-

azwj and not by others.  

كِا ِيليماًِفقيراًِ جاءِبِلقرآ ِالذيِفيهِِ وِفِِالعيو ِعنِالرضاِعليهِالسلَمِفِِحديثبإِوِمنِآيَتهِان ه كِلابًِِوِلَِيخللفِامِمعلمِثُِ  راعياًِأجيراًِلَِيلعل م
 قصصِالأنبياءِوِأخبارهمِحرفاًِحرفاًِوِأخبارِمنِم،ىِوِمنِبقيِإمِيومِالقيامة.

And in (the book) Al-Uyoon –  

‘From Al-Reza-asws, there is a lengthy Hadeeth. (He-asws said): ‘And from His-azwj Signs is that he-

saww was an orphan, poor, shepherd, employed, had not learned a book, and did not come 
and go to a teacher, then he-saww came with the Quran wherein were the stories of the 
Prophets-as and their-as news, letter by letter, and news of the ones passed away and one 
remaining up to the Day of Judgment.’’14 

Why did Rasool Allah-saww Ask Angel Jibraeel-as  

يَاَِ ِفَ قَالَِيََِأمَِيَرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِأَخْبِرْنِِعَنِِِوَِعَنِْأبٍََِ ِعَنِْسُلَيْمٍِقاَلَبإ عْتُِعَلِيَِبْنَِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِعِوَِسَقلََهُِرَجُلٌِعَنِِالْإِ يَاَِ ِلََِأَسْقَلُِعَنْهُِأَحَداًِبَ عْدَكَِِسمَِ  الْإِ

And from Aban, from Suleym who said,  

‘I heard Ali-asws Bin Abu Talib-asws, and a man asked him-asws about the Eman. He said, ‘O Amir 
Al-Momineen-asws! Inform me about Al-Eman. I don’t have to ask anyone about it after 
you-asws.’  

ثهُُِثَُُِقاَلَِلَهُِافْ عَلِْقاَلَِجَاءَِرَجُلٌِإِمَِالنَبِِ ِصِفَسَقلَهَُِعَنِْمِثْلِِمَاِسَقلَْلَنِِِعَنْهُِفَ قَالَِلَهُِمِثْلَِمَقَاللَِكَِفقََخَذَِ  آمَنْتَِِِيَُُدِ 

‘He-asws said: ‘A man came to the Prophet-saww and asked him-saww about similar to what you 
have asked me-asws about. He said to him-saww similar to your words, so he-saww went on to 
narrate to him. Then he-saww said to him, ‘Do so, and you have believed.’’  
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سْلََمُِثَُُِأقَْ بَلَِعَلِيٌِّعِعَلَىِالرَجُلِِفَ قَالَِأَِمَاِعَلِمْتَِأََ ِجَبْرئَيِلَِأتََىِرَسُولَِاللَِِّصِفِِصُورَةِِآدَمِي ٍِ  ِفَ قَالَِلَهُِمَاِالْإِ

‘Then Ali-asws faced towards the man. He-asws said: ‘Don’t you know that Jibraeel-as had come 
to Rasool-Allah-saww in the image of a human being. He-as said to him-saww, ‘What is Al-Islam?’  

الزكََِ  اةِِوَِحِجُِّالْبَيْتِِوَِصِيَامُِشَهْرِِرَمََ،اَ ِوَِالْغُسْلُِمِنَِالْجنََابةَِِفَ قَالَِشَهَادَةُِأَْ ِلََِإلَِهَِإِلََِالَلُِّوَِأََ ِمَُُمَداًِرَسُولُِاللَِِّوَِإِقاَمُِالصَلََةِِوَِإِيلَاءُِ

‘‘He-saww said: ‘Testimony that there is no god except Allah-azwj and that Muhammad-saww is 
Rasool-saww of Allah-azwj, and establishing the Sa’at, and giving the Zakat, and performing Hajj 
of the House (Kabah), and fasting month of Ramazan, and the washing from the sexual 
impurity.’   

كُِلُبِهِِوَِرُسُلِهِِوَِبِِلْْيََاةِِبَ عْدَِالْمَوْتِِوَِ يَاَُ ِقاَلَِنُ ؤْمِنُِبِِللَِِّوَِمَلََئِكَلِهِِوَ كُِلِ هِِخَيْرهِِِوَِشَر هِِِوَِحُلْوهِِِوَِمُر هِِِِقاَلَِفَمَاِالْإِ  بِِلْقَدَرِ

‘‘He-as said: ‘So what is Al-Eman?’ He-saww said: ‘Belief in Allah-azwj, and His-azwj Angels, and 
His-azwj Books, and His-azwj Rasools-as, and in the life after the death, and in the pre-
determination, all of it, good and evil, and sweet and bitter.’ 

 فَ لَمَاِقاَمَِالرَجُلُِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِهَذَاِجَبْرئَيِلُِجَاءكَُمُِيُ عَلِ مُكُمِْدِينَكُمِْ

‘‘When the man stood up, Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘This is Jibraeel-as having come to you all to 
teach you your religion.’  

صَدَقْتَِقاَلَِفَمَتَِّالسَاعَةُِقاَلَِمَاِالْمَسْئُولُِعَنْهَِ كُِلَمَاِقاَلَِلَهُِشَيْئاًِقاَلَِلَهُِ  اِبِِعَْلَمَِمِنَِالسَائِلِِقاَلَِصَدَقْتَِفَكَاَ ِرَسُولُِاللَِّ

‘‘It was so that Rasool-Allah-saww, every time he-saww said something to him-as, he-as said to 
him-saww: ‘You-saww speak the truth.’ He-as said: ‘When is the Hour?’ He-saww said: ‘The 
questioned is not any more knowing than the questioner is.’ He-as said: ‘You-saww speak the 
truth.’’ 

يَاََ ِبُنَِِِعَلَىِأرَْبَعِِدَعَائِِ ِمَِعَلَىِالْيَقِيِنِوَِالصَبْرِِوَِالْعَدْلِِوَِالجِْهَادِ.ثَُُِقاَلَِعَلِيٌِّعِبَ عْدَِمَاِفَ رغََِمِنِْقَ وْلِِجَبْرئَيِلَِصَدَقْتَِأَلََِإَِ ِالْإِ

‘Then Ali-asws said, after having been free from the words of Jibraeel-as: ‘You-azwj speak the 
truth’: ‘Indeed! Al-Eman is built upon four pillars – upon the certainty, and the patience, and 
the justice, and the Jihad (striving).’’15 

The Holy Verse (42:52) which says Not knowing the Book and the Eman 

Sometimes, Holy Verse 42:52 is also cited to allege that Prophet-saww was not literate 

(Nouzobillah), which is taking it entirely out of context; let us review the following Holy 

Verse: 

 
15 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 65 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 24 H 46 b 
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يَاَُ ِوَلَٰكِنِْجَعَلِْ كُِنْتَِتَدْريِِمَاِالْكِلَابُِوَلََِالْإِ مَا نَاِإلِيَْكَِرُوحًاِمِنِْأمَْرنََِِِۚ لِكَِأوَْحَي ْ ِصِراَطٍِوكََذَٰ مِنِْعِبَادِنََِِۚوَإِنَكَِللََ هْدِيِإِمَٰ نَاهُِنوُراًِنََْدِيِبِهِِمَنِْنَشَاءُِ
  {52مُسْلَقِيمٍِ}

And like that We Sent down a Spirit unto you from Our Command. You (people) did not know 
what the Book was, nor the Eman, but We Made it a ‘Noor’ (Light) We Guide with one We 
so Desire from Our servants; and surely you (Rasool) guide to the Straight Path [42:52] 

Not knowing the Book and the Eman 

ِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبِِْ فِِقَ وْلِِاللَِِّتَ عَامَِِِِنِِالْلَُ،يْلِِعَنِْأَبِِحَْْزَةَِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْلَرٍِعِتلسيرِالقميِجَعْلَرُِبْنُِأَحَْْدَِعَنِْعَبْدِِالْكَريِِمِبْنِِعَبْدِِالرَحِيمِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعَلِيٍ 
كُِنْتَِتَدْريِِمَاِالْكِلابُِوَِلََِالْإِيَاُ ِوَِلكِنِْجَعَلْناهُِنوُراًِِ-لنَِبِيِ هِِ  يَ عْنِِِعَلِي اًِوَِعَلِيٌِّهُوَِالنُّورُِِما

Tafseer Al Qummi – Ja’far Bin Ahmad, from Abdul Kareem Bin Abdul Rahman, from Muhammad Bin Ali, from 
Muhammad Bin Al Fuzeyl, from Abu Hamza,  

From Abu Ja’far-asws regarding Words of Allah-azwj the Exalted to His-azwj Prophet-saww: ‘You 
(people) did not know what the Book was, nor the Eman, but We Made it a ‘Noor’ (Light) 
[42:52] – meaning Ali-asws, and Ali-asws, he-asws is the Noor.  

مِنِْعِبادِنَِِ-فَ قَالَِ يَ عْنِِِأنََكَِللََقْمُرُِبِوَلََيةَِِِِِصِراطٍِمُسْلَقِيمٍِِِوَِإِنَكَِللََهْدِيِإِمِِِ-يَ عْنِِِعَلِي اًِبهِِِهَدَىِمَنِْهَدَىِمِنِْخَلْقِهِِوَِقاَلَِالَلُِّلنَِبِيِ هِِِِنََْدِيِبِهِِمَنِْنَشاءُِ
ِوَِتَدْعُوِإلِيَْهَاِ  عَلِيٍ 

He-azwj Said: We Guide with one We so Desire from Our servants; [42:52] - meaning Ali-asws, 
Guiding through him-asws the one from His-azwj creatures He-azwj Guides. And Allah-azwj Said to 
His-azwj Prophet-saww: and surely you (Rasool) guide to the Straight Path [42:52] – meaning 
you-saww should instruct with the Wilayah of Ali-asws and call to it. 

يَ عْنِِِعَلِي اًِأنَهَُِجَعَلَهُِخَازنِهَُِعَلَىِمَاِفِِالسَمَاوَاتِِوَِمَاِفِِِِالَذِيِلَهُِماِفِِالسَماواتِِوَِماِفِِالْأَرْضِِِ-يَ عْنِِِعَلِي اًِِصِراطِِاللَِِِّوَِعَلِيٌِّهُوَِالصِ راَطُِالْمُسْلَقِيمُِ
ِِ.أَلَِإِمَِاللَِِّتَصِيُرِالْأمُُورُِِءٍِوَِائْ لَمَنَهُِعَلَيْهِِالْأَرْضِِمِنِْشَيِْ

‘And Ali-asws, he-asws is the Straight Path, A Path of Allah – meaning Ali-asws - Who, for Him is 
whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth. – meaning Ali-asws. He-azwj Made him-asws 
His-azwj treasurer upon whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth, of anything, and 
Entrusted it to him-asws - Indeed! To Allah do the matters eventually come [42:53].’16 

مِِعَنِْأَبِِحَْْزَةَِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْلَرٍِعِقاَلَبإِِ-11 سْنَادِِالْمُلَقَدِ  حَتَِّإِذَاِجَاءَانََِيَ عْنِِِفُلََنًَِوَِفُلََنًَِِِِ-نَ زلََتِْهَاتََِ ِالْْيَ لَاِ ِهَكَذَاِقَ وْلُِاللَِِِِّفس ِتلسيرِالقميِبِِلْإِ
 يَِليَْتَِبَ يْنِِِوَِبَ يْنَكَِبُ عْدَِالْمَشْرقَِيْنِِفبَِئْسَِالْقَريِنُِِ-يَ قُولُِأَحَدُهُُاَِلِصَاحِبِهِِحِيَنِيَ راَهُِ

Tafseer Al Qummi – By the preceding chain, from Abu Hamza,  

From Abu Ja’far-asws having said: ‘These two Verses were Revealed like this – Words of Allah-

azwj:  ‘Until when he comes to Us [43:38] - Meaning so and so, and so and so (Abu Bakr and 

 
16 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 35, The book of History – Amir Al Momineenasws, Ch 16 H 10 
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Umar), he will say, one of them to the other, ‘Oh! If only between me and you was the 
distance of the east and the west!’ So evil is the associate [43:38].  

 أنََكُمِْفِِالْعَذَابِِمُشْتََكُِوَ ِِِلَنِْيَ نْلَعَكُمُِالْيَوْمَِإِذِْظلََمْلُمِْآلَِمَُُمَدٍِحَقَهُمِِْ-فَ قَالَِالَلُِّتَ عَامَِلنَِبِيِ هِِقُلِْللُِلٍََ ِوَِفُلٍََ ِوَِأتَْ بَاعِهِمَا

‘Allah-azwj Said to His-azwj Prophet-saww: Say to so and so, and so and so (Abu Bakr and Umar) 
and the followers of these two: And it will never profit you today, since you were unjust - to 
the Progeny-asws of Muhammad-saww of their-asws rights, You are (now) sharers in the 
Punishment [43:39]. 

كِاَ ِفِِضَلَلٍِمُبِينٍِِ-ثَُُِقاَلَِالَلُِّلنَِبِيِ هِِ  يَ عْنِِِمِنِْفُلٍََ ِوَِفُلٍََ ِِِفإَِمَاِنَذْهَبَََِبِكَِفإَِنََِمِنْهُمِْمُنْلَقِمُو َِِ-أَِفقَنَْتَِتُسْمِعُِالصُّمَِأوَِْتََْدِيِالْعُمْيَِوَِمَنْ

‘Then He-azwj Said to His-azwj Prophet-saww: So, can you make the deaf to hear, or guide the 
blind and the one who was in clear straying? [43:40] So if We were to Take you away, We 
would still Take Revenge from them [43:41], Meaning from so and so, and so and so (Abu 
Bakr and Umar).  

ِإِنَكَِعَلَىِصِراَطٍِمُسْلَقِيمٍِِ-ثَُُِأوَْحَىِالَلُِّإِمَِنبَِيِ هِِ ِوَِعَلِيٌِّهُوَِالصِ راَطُِالْمُسْلَقِيمُِِفاَسْلَمْسِكِْبِِلَذِيِأوُحِيَِإلِيَْكَِفِِعَلِيٍ   .يَ عْنِِِأنََكَِعَلَىِوَلََيةَِِعَلِيٍ 

‘Then Allah-azwj Revealed to His-azwj Prophet-saww: Therefore adhere with that which is 
Revealed unto you [43:43] - regarding Ali-asws, surely you are upon a Straight Path [43:43] - 
Meaning, you-saww are upon the Wilayah of Ali-asws, and Ali-asws, he-asws is the Straight Path.’17 

The Guiding Light 

يهِوعنه ِقالبإِحدثناِعليِبنِعبدِالله ِعنِإبراهيمِبنِمُمد ِعنِعليِبنِهلَل ِعنِالْسنِبنِوهبِالعبسي ِعنِجابرِالجعلي ِعنِأبِِجعلرِ)عل
مِنِْعِبادِنَ ِقالبإِ»ذاكِعليِبنِأبِِطالبِ)عل  السلَم(«ِ.يهِالسلَم(ِفِِقولِاللهِعزِوِجلبإِوَِلكِنِْجَعَلْناهُِنوُراًِنََْدِيِبِهِِمَنِْنَشاءُِ

And from him, from Ali Bin Abdullah, from Ibrahim Bin Muhammad, from Ali Bin Hilal, from Al Hassan Bin Wahab 
Al Abasy, from Jabir Al Ju’fy,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far-asws regarding the Words of Allah-azwj Mighty and 
Majestic: but We Made it a Light We Guide with one We so Desire from Our servants; and 
surely you guide to the Straight Path [42:52], he-asws said: ‘That (Light) is Ali-asws Bin Abu Talib-

asws.’18 

بِِحْزة ِِعليِبنِإبراهيم ِقالبإِحدثناِجعلرِبنِأحْد ِقالبإِحدثناِعبدِالكريمِبنِعبدِالرحيم ِقالبإِحدثناِمُمدِبنِعلي ِعنِمُمدِبنِالل،يل ِعنِأ
كُِنْتَِتَدْريِِمَاِالْكِلابُِوَِلََِالْإِيَاُ ِوَِلكِنِْجَعَلْناهُِنوُرابإِ»يعنِِعلياِ)عليهِِ عنِأبِِجعلرِ)عليهِالسلَم( ِفِِقولِاللهِلنبيهِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوِآله(بإ ما

مِنِْعِبادِنَِيعنِِعلياِ)عليهِالسلَم( ِهدىِبهِمنِهدىِمنِخلقهِ. السلَم( ِوِعليِهوِالنور ِفقالبإ  نََْدِيِبِهِِمَنِْنَشاءُِ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Ja’far Bin Ahmad, from Abdul Kareem Bin Abdul Raheem, from Muhammad Bin Ali, from 
Muhammad Bin Al Fazeyl, from Abu Hamza,  

 
17 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 35, The book of History – Amir Al Momineenasws, Ch 16 H 11 a 
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far-asws regarding the Words of Allah-azwj to His-azwj Prophet-

saww [42:52] And thus We Revealed to you a Spirit from Our Command. You did not know 
what the Book was, nor the belief, but We Made it a Light, he-asws said: ‘(Light) meaning Ali-
asws, and Ali-asws is the Light, so He-azwj Said Guiding thereby whom We Desire to of Our 
servants, Meaning Ali-asws, Guide by him-asws the one whom He-azwj Guides from His-azwj 
creatures. 

لَم( ِوِتدعوِإليها ِوِعليِهوِوِقالِلنبيهِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوِآله(بإِوَِإنَِكَِللََ هْدِيِإِمِصِراطٍِمُسْلَقِيمٍِيعنِِإنكِللقمرِبولَيةِأميرِالمؤمنينِ)عليهِالسِ
رْضِِيعنِِعلياِ)عليهِالسلَم(ِأ ِجعلهِخازنهِعلىِماِفِِالصراطِالمسلقيمِصِراطِِاللَِِّيعنِِعلياِ)عليهِالسلَم(ِالَذِيِلَهُِماِفِِالسَماواتِِوَِماِفِِالْأَِ

 السماواتِوِماِفِِالأرض ِوِأئلمنهِعليهِأَلَِإِمَِاللَِِّتَصِيُرِالْأمُُورُ«ِ.

‘And he-azwj Said to His-azwj Prophet-saww and most surely you show the way to the Straight 
Path, Meaning you-saww are commanding for the Wilayah of Amir Ul Momineen-asws, and 
calling them to it, and Ali-asws is the Straight Path, [42:53] The Path of Allah, Meaning Ali-asws 
Whose is whatsoever is in the skies and whatsoever is in the earth Meaning Ali-asws having 
Made him-asws as the Treasurer of whatsoever is in the skies and in the earth, and Entrusted it 
to him-asws Indeed, to Allah do all affairs eventually come.’19 

Guiding to the Straight Path 

جعلرِِِِمُمدِبنِالْسنِالصلاربإِعنِعبدِاللهِبنِعامر ِعنِأبِِعبدِاللهِالبرقي ِعنِالْسينِبنِعثما  ِعنِمُمدِبنِالل،يل ِعنِأبِِحْزة ِعنِأبِ
 وِهوِالصراطِالمسلقيم«ِ.)عليهِالسلَم( ِقالبإِ»قولهِتعامبإِإِنَكَِللََ هْدِيِإِمِصِراطٍِمُسْلَقِيمٍ ِإنكِللقمرِبولَيةِعليِ)عليهِالسلَم(ِوِتدعوِإليها ِِ

Muhammad Bin Al Hassan Al Saffar, from Abdullah Bin Aamir, from Abu Abdullah Al Barqy, from Al Hassan Bin 
Usman, from Muhammad Bin Al Fazeyl, from Abu Hamza,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far-asws having said: ‘The Words of the exalted: and surely 
you guide to the Straight Path [42:52], you-saww are commanding for the Wilayah of Ali-asws 
and are calling them to him-asws, and he-asws is the Straight Path.’20 

The Spirit 

عنِقولِِحدثناِاحْدِبنِمُمدِعنِالْسينِبنِسعيدِعنِالن،رِبنِسويدِعنِيُيىِالْلبِِعنِابىِالصباحِالكنانىِعنِابىِبصيرِقالِسئلتِابِِعبدِاللهِِ
كِنتِتدرىِماِالكلابِولَِالَيَا ِقالِخلقِمنِخلقِاللهِاعظمِمنِجبرئيلِوميكاِ كِا ِمعِِاللهِتباركِوتعامِوكذلكِاوحيناِاليكِروحاِمنِامرنَِما ئيل

 رسولِاللهِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِيخبرهِويسددهِوهوِمعِالَئمةِمنِبعده.ِ

It has been narrated to us by Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Al-Husayn Bin Saeed, from Al-Nazar Bin Suweyd, 
from Yahya Al-Halby, from Abu Al-Sabaah Al-Kanany, from Abu Baseer who said: 

‘I asked Abu Abdullah-asws about the Statement of Allah-azwj Blessed and Exalted: And like that 
We Sent down a Spirit unto you from Our Command. You did not know what the Book was, 
nor the Eman [42:52]. He-asws said: ‘A Creature from the creatures of Allah-azwj, greater than 
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Jibraeel-as and Mikaeel-as. It was with Rasool-Allah-saww, informed him-saww and protected him-

saww, and it is with the Imams-asws after him-saww.’’21 

ِقاَلَِسَقلََهُِ ِبْنِِأَسْبَاطٍِعَنِْأَسْبَاطِِبْنِِسَالٍَِ كَِذلِكَِِِِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيَُْيَىِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِالُْْسَيْنِِعَنِْعَلِيِ  رَجُلٌِمِنِْأهَْلِِهِيتَِوَِأنَََِحَاضِرٌِعَنِْقَ وْلِِاللَِِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِوَ
 اءِِوَِإِنهَُِلَلِينَاِ.قَالَِمُنْذُِأنَْ زَلَِالَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِذَلِكَِالرُّوحَِعَلَىِمَُُمَدٍِ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِمَاِصَعِدَِإِمَِالسَمَِأوَْحَيْناِإلِيَْكَِرُوحاًِمِنِْأمَْرنَِف َِ

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Muhammad Bin Al Husayn, from Ali Bin Asbat, from Asbat Bin Salim who said,  

‘A man from the people of Hayt asked him-asws and I was present, about the Words of Allah-

azwj Mighty and Majestic: And like that We Sent down a Spirit unto you from Our Command 
[42:52]. So he-asws said: ‘Since Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic Sent down the Spirit unto 
Muhammad-saww, it has not ascended to the sky, and it is among us-asws.’’22  

The Trustee 

مِفِِقولِاللهِِحدثناِعبدِاللهِبنِعامرِعنِابىِعبدِاللهِالبرقىِعنِالْسينِبنِعثما ِعنِمُمدِبنِالل،يلِعنِابىِحْزةِالثمامِعنِابىِجعلرِعليهِالسلَ
نِشئِوائلمنهِعليهِتباركِوتعامِصراطِاللهِالذىِلهِمافىِالسمواتِوماِفِِالَرضِيعنىِعلياِانهِجعلِعلياِخازنهِعلىِمافىِالسمواتِوماِفِِالَرضِم

 الَِإمِاللهِتصيرِالَمور.ِ

Narrated to us Abdullah Bin Aamir, from Abu Abdullah Al-Barqy, from Al-Husayn Bin Usman, from Muhammad 
Bin Al-Fazeyl, from Abu Hamza Al-Thumaly, who has said: 

Abu Ja’far-asws, regarding the Words of Allah-azwj Blessed and Exalted: A Path of Allah Who, for 
Him is whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth. Indeed! To Allah do the matters 
eventually come [42:53], said: ‘It means Ali-asws. He-azwj Made Ali-asws His-azwj Treasurer on 
whatsoever is in the Heavens and whatsoever is in the Earth from things and entrusted it all 
to him-asws, but it is to Allah-azwj that the matters return.’23 

Finally, in 87:6, Allah-azwj Says, we will Enable you (Prophet Mohammed-saww) to read, which 
leaves no doubt that the chief of Prophets and the last Prophet (Mohammed-saww) was not 
illiterate. 

 {6سَنُ قْرئُِكَِفَلََِتَ نْسَىِٰ}

We will Make you (O Prophet) read, so you will not forget [87:6] 

Appendix: Background to the Verse 25:5 

بائلِبِلإسلَم ِِعمرِبنِإبراهيمِالأوسيبإِقيلبإِإ ِرسولِاللهِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوِآله(ِلماِماتِأبوِطالب ِلجِالمشركو ِفِِأذيله ِفصارِيعرضِنلسهِعلىِالقِ
 وِالإيَا  ِفلمِيَتِأحداِمنِالقبائلِإلَِصدهِوِرده 

Umar Bin Ibrahim Al Awsy –  

 
21 Basaair Al Darajaat – P 9 CH 16 H 2 
22 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Divine Authority CH 56 H 2 
23 Basaair Al Darajaat – P 2 CH 19 H 16 
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It is said that Rasool-Allah-saww, when Abu Talib-asws passed away, the Polytheists persisted in 
harming him-saww. So, he-saww came and presented himself-saww to the tribes with the Islam and 
the Eman, but no one from the tribes came except that he blocked him-saww and rejected him-

saww.  

 قومِالرجلِأعلمِبه ِأِترو ِأ ِرجلَِيصلحنا ِوِهوِقدِأفسدِقومه؟ فقالِبع،همبإ

One of them said, ‘The people of the man-saww are more knowing regarding him-saww. Are you 
viewing that a man would guide us and he-saww has misled his-saww own people?’  

جلوسا ِوِهمِثلَثةِاخوة ِفعرضِعليهمِالإسلَم ِوِحذرهمِمنِالنار ِوِغ،بِالجبار ِفقالِبع،همبإِأنَِِ فعمدِإمِثقيفِبِلطائف ِفوجدِساداتَم
 أسرقِثيابِالكعبة ِإ كِا ِبعثكِاللهِنبيا.ِقالِآخربإِيَِمُمد ِأعجزِاللهِأ ِيرسلِغيركِ!

He-saww headed to Saqeef at Al-Ta’if, and he-saww found their chiefs seated in a gathering, and 
they were three brothers. He-saww presented Al-Islam to them and warned them of the Fire 
and the Wrath of the Compeller. One of them said, ‘I tend to steal clothes (drapes) of the 
Kabah, if it was Allah-azwj Who Sent you-saww.’ The other one said, ‘O Muhammad-saww! Is Allah-

azwj Frustrated from Sending anyone apart from you-saww!’  

 وِقالِالْخربإِلَِتكلموه ِإ كِا ِرسولَِمنِاللهكِماِيزعم ِفهوِأعظمِقدراِمنِأ ِيكلمنا ِوِإ كِا كِاذبِِعلىِالله ِفهوِأسرفِبكلَمهِ.

And the other one said, ‘Do not speak to him-saww! If he-saww was a Rasool-saww from Allah-azwj 
just as he-saww claims, then he-saww is of a more worth than for him-saww to speak to us; and if 
he-saww was a liar upon Allah-azwj, then he-saww is being extravagant with his-saww speech.’ 

كِلماِوضعِقدما ِوضعواِلهِصخرة ِفماِفرغِمنِأرضهمِإلَِوِقدماهِتشخبِدماِ   وِجعلواِيسلهزئو ِبه ِفجعلِيَشي 

And they went on mocking him-saww. He-saww went on to walk, (but) every time he-saww placed 
a foot, they placed a rock for him-saww (to walk upon). He-saww was not free from their land 
except and his-saww feet were spilling blood.  

أِنتِربِِ اِلراحْين  أِرحم اِلناس ِيَ إِليكِغربتِ ِوكِربتِ ِوِهوانِِعلى أِشكوا إِنِ فِقالبإِ»اللهم  المسل،علين ِفعمدِلْائطِمنكِرومهم ِوِجلسِمكروبِ 
 أنتِربِالمكروبين 

Rasool Allah-saww headed towards a wall of their vineyard and sat in anguish, and he-saww said: 
‘O Allah-azwj! I-saww am complaining to You-azwj of my-saww loneliness, and my-saww distress, and 
my-saww being considered insignificant by the people. O most Merciful of the merciful ones! 
You-azwj are the Lord-azwj of the oppressed ones! You-azwj are the Lord-azwj of the distressed ones!  

 اللهمِإ ِلَِيكنِبكِعليِغ،بِفلَِابِلي ِوِلكنِعافيلكِأوسعِلي ِأعوذِبكِمنِسخطك ِوِبمعافاتكِوِمنِعقوبلك ِوِبكِمنك 

‘O Allah-azwj! If You-azwj do not happen to be Wrathful upon me-saww, then I-saww don’t care 
(about anything else). But, Your-azwj Given well-being is Extensive for me-saww. I-saww seek 
Refuge with You-azwj from Your-azwj Wrath, and with Your-azwj Pardon and from Your-azwj 
Punishment, and with You-azwj from You-azwj!  
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ِلَِاحصيِالثناءِعليك ِأنتكِماِأثنيتِعلىِنلسك ِلكِالْمدِحتِّترضى ِوِلَِحولِوِلَِقوةِإلَِبِللهِالعليِالعظيم«.

‘I-saww cannot count the Praise upon You-azwj. You-azwj are Just as You-azwj Praised upon Yourself-

azwj. For You-azwj is the Praise until You-azwj are Pleased. And there is neither Mighty nor 
Strength except with Allah-azwj, the Exalted, the Magnificent!’ 

العنب ِوِقدحاِِِِقيلبإِوكِا ِفِِالكرمِعلبةِبنِربيعة ِوِشيبة ِفكرهِأ ِيَتيهما ِلماِيعلمِمنِعداوتَما ِفقالَِلغلَمِلْما ِيقالِلهِعداسبإِخذِقطلينِمن
 منِالماء ِوِأذهبِبهماِإمِذلكِالرجل ِوِإنهِسيسقلكبإِأِهدية ِأمِصدقة؟ِفإ ِقلتِصدقة ِلَِيقبلها ِبلِقلبإِهديةِ.

(The narrator said): And in the vineyard were Utba Bin Rabi’e, and Sheyba, so, he-saww disliked 
going to them both due to what he-saww knew from their enmity. They said to a slave of theirs 
called Adaas, ‘Take two bunches of the grapes and a mug of water, and go with these two to 
that man-saww, and he-saww will ask you: ‘Is this a gift or charity?’ So, if you were to say, ‘Charity,’ 
he-saww will not accept it, but say, ‘Gift.’’ 

كِا ِعداسِنصرانيا ِفلماِسمعهِِ فم،ى ِوِوضعهِبينِيديه ِفقالبإِ»هدية ِأمِصدقة؟«ِفقالبإ هدية.ِفمدِيده ِوِقالبإِ»بسمِاللهِالرحْنِالرحيم«ِو
 تعجبِمنه ِوِصارِينظرهِ 

He went and placed it in front of him-saww. He-saww said: ‘(Is it) a gift or (is it) charity?’ He said, 
‘Gift.’ So he-saww extended his-saww hand and said: ‘In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the 
Merciful.’ And Adaas was a Christian, so when he heard from him-saww, he was astounded from 
it and went on looking at him-saww.  

بماِِفقالِلهبإِ»يَِعداس ِمنِأين؟«ِقالبإِمنِأهلِنينوى.ِقالبإِ»منِمدينةِالرجلِالصالحِأخيِيونسِبنِمتّ؟«ِقالبإِوِمنِأعلمك؟ِفقخبرهِبقصله ِو
 اوحيِإليهِ.

He-saww said to him: ‘O Adaas! From where (are you)?’ He said, ‘From the people of Nineveh.’ 
He-saww said: ‘From the city of the righteous man, my-saww brother Yunus-as Bin Matta-as?’ He 
said, ‘And who taught you-saww?’ So he-saww informed him of his-as story and with what had 
been Revealed unto him-saww.  

رِفقالبإِوِمنِقبله؟ِفقالبإِ»نوحِوِلوط«ِوِأخبرهِبِلقصةِفخرِساجداِلله ِوِجعلِيقبلِيديه ِوِأسيادهِينظرو ِإليه ِفقالِأحدهُاِللآخربإِسح
 غلَمك.ِ

He said, ‘And who were before him-as?’ He-saww said: ‘Noah-as and Lut-as.’ And he-saww informed 
him with the story, so he fell down in Sajdah to Allah-azwj, and went on to kiss his-saww hand, 
and both his masters were looking on at him. So, one of them said to the other, ‘He-saww has 
bewitched your slave.’  

 ِذلك؟فلماِأتَهُا ِقالَِلهبإِماِشقنك ِسجدتِوِقبلتِيديه!ِفقالبإِيَِأسيادي ِماِعلىِوجهِالأرضِأشرف ِوِلَِألطف ِوِلَِأخيرِمنه.ِقالوابإِوِلَ
 قالبإِحدثنِِبِنبياءِماضية ِوِنبيناِيونسِبنِمتِ.

When he came to them, they said to him, ‘What is your concern, prostrating and kissing his-

saww hand?’ He said, ‘O my masters! There is none more honourable on the surface of the 
earth, nor kinder, nor better than him-saww.’ They said, ‘And why is that?’ He said, ‘He-saww 
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narrated to me with the (News of the) Prophets-as of the past, and our Prophet Yunus-as Bin 
Matta-as.’  

يشرفهم ِِِِفقالَبإِيَِويلك ِفلنكِعنِدينك؟ِفقالبإِوِاللهِإنهِنبِِمرسل.ِقالَِلهبإِويُك ِعزمتِقريشِعلىِقلله ِفقال ِهوِوِاللهِيقللهمِوِيسودهمِوِ
 إ ِتبعوهِدخلواِالجنة ِوِخابِمنِلَِيلبعه.ِ

They both said, ‘O woe be unto you! You are tempted away from your Religion?’ He said, ‘By 
Allah-azwj! He-saww is a Mursil Prophet-saww.’ They said, ‘Woe be unto you! Quraysh are 
determined upon killing him-saww.’ So, he said, ‘By Allah-azwj! He-saww would be killing them, and 
dominate them, and he-saww would be ennobling them if they were to follow him-saww, they 
would be entering the Paradise, and he would lose, one who does not follow him-saww.’  

 فقاماِيريدا ِضربه ِفركضِللنبِِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوِآله(ِوِأسلمِ.

They both arose intending to strike him, but he ran towards the Prophet-saww and professed 
Islam.24 
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