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In the Name of Allah-22" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah?*" Lord* of the Worlds, and
Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad=™* and his**"" Purified Progeny®"*, and greetings with abundant
greetings.
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‘Mahram’ and ‘Na-Mahram’

Summary:

Mahram, its root-word is ‘25>’ meaning sacred (i.e., s/ > 22221l Masjid Al-Harram, as there
are certain extra restrictions due to its reverence), in terms of its application, usually Mahram
means close relatives, by blood or by marriage, whereas, those who are not Mahram are
referred as ‘Na-Mahram’. The term defines the extent of ‘2>’ (bashfulness and modesty)
within families at home and/or while interacting with other public members. Observing the
limits of ‘Mahram and Na-Mahram are for our own benefits, i.e., to practice (Islamically) a
healthy, comfortable and moderate lifestyle. The accursed Iblis™ does not affect our mental
health and spiritual status, until and unless Islamic instructions are not violated. For example
Imam Al-Baqir®"s says: ‘4 :ts Y 43l Olay] Y the one who has no bashfulness has no Eman.!
Bashfulness is also covered in another article:
https://hubeali.com/articles/Hijab%20for%20women%20and%20men.pdf.

We quote, against the above brief background on Mahram, a Holy Verse from Quran:
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And say to the Mominaat to cast down their eyes and preserve their private parts and not
to display their adornments except what is apparent from these. And let them place their
scarves upon their bosoms. And they should not display their adornments except to their

1106 :e <27 «(ddu)l - b) 38U, H. 5., also see Hadith 1.
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(Imam) Abu Abdullah™"s says: Bashfulness is from Eman and Eman is in Paradise.
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husbands, or their fathers, or fathers of their husbands, or their sons, or sons of their
husbands, or their brothers, or sons of their brothers, or sons of their sisters, or their
womenfolk, or what their right hands possess, or servants without being nourished from
the men, or the children, those not having been exposed to the private parts of the women,
and they should not strike with their legs for it to be known what is hidden from their
adornments. And repent to Allah altogether, O Momineen, perhaps you will succeed [24:31]

(oS5 ol o 106 Leke 52b V) 545 Gt Y 5140 3 (P ko) e i e onlb Gl Bl & il o e JUs
osed iR Ay Lol g ol S il s LB ol B g poald B g ¢ ol By O Al 5 el g (S Ol g (AL
PICRWESH) ZC))“ iy LA‘ 9 (A J.a..ﬂ? L 9 JL»B-\ PERTE L 9 CL‘JJ‘ 9 c\.@jy Lad 5540

Abu Ja’far®¥s regarding His®V Words [24:31] and do not display their ornaments except
what appears thereof, he®"* said: ‘It is the clothes, and the Kohl, and the ring, and the Henna
upon the palm, and the face. And the adornments are three — Adornment for the people,
adornment for the Mahram (one outside the ambit of marriage) and adornment for the
husband. So, as for the adornment for the people, so we®"* have mentioned it (first line after
the Verse). And as for the adornment of the Mahram, so it is the place of the neck and above
it, and the bracelet and what is besides it, and the anklets and what is below it. And as for the
adornment for the husband, so it is the whole body’.?

LaA.SC,«BJB«((M\ACLG)&\ML}T&cbWTbecwdﬁjfuécmﬁjMdkifcﬁédwf4.&)
QLS 5 cbaddll 5 camgly 1 JB Sl S LIS EM e s OF U 4

‘| said to Abu Abdullah@%“s, “‘What is permissible for the man that he can look at the woman,
if she is not a Mahram (Na-Mahram - other than in relation)?’ He®"s said: ‘The face, and the
two feet, and the two wrists’.3

2.101 :2 p&)| puds
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Further Ahadith on Mahram are presented in the following sections.

Introduction:

Some Holy Verses and Ahadith for further clarification on Mahram and Na-Mahram topic
are cited in the following sections.

Mahram(s) from Close Relatives
Allah??% Says in the Holy Quran:
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Prohibited unto you are your mothers, and your daughters, and your sisters, and your
paternal aunts, and your maternal aunts, and daughters of the brother and daughters of
the sister, and your mothers who breast-fed you, and your sisters from the breast-feeding,
and mothers of your wives, and your step-daughters who are in your care from the women
whom you entered with, but, if you did not enter into them, then there is no blame upon
you; and the wives of your sons who are from your loins, and from gathering between the
two sisters (in marriage) except for what has passed; surely Allah was always Forgiving,
Merciful [4:23]
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‘I asked Abu Ja’far?®"s about a man who married a woman and divorced her before he had
consummated the marriage, is her daughter Permissible to him?’ So he™®Ys said: ‘Amir Al-
Momineen?"s had judged with regards to this. There is no problem in it, as Allah?*" is Saying
and your step-daughters whom are in your care from the women whom you entered with,
but, if you did not enter into them, then there is no blame upon you [4:23]. But, if he were
to marry her daughter, then divorce her before having consummating her, her mother would
not be Permissible to him’.
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I said, ‘Is this not the same?’ So he®%s said: ‘No! This is not similar to this. Allah#" is Saying
and mothers of your wives (Forbidden). There is no exclusion in this just as a condition having
been stipulated in that. This one here is vague, there is no stipulated condition in it, and in
that there is a stipulated condition’.*
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A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid, from Al-Hassan Bin Zareyf, from Abdul
Samad Bin Bashir, from Abu Al-Jaroud, who has narrated the following:

Abu Ja’'far®"s said to me: ‘O Abu Al-Jaroud! What are they saying to you all with regards to
Al-Hassan™®"Ys and Al-Husayn@¥s?’ | said, ‘They are denying us that the two of them™@*s are
the sons®Ys of the Rasool-Allah=®"W, He®"s said: ‘So by which thing do you argue against
them?’ | said, ‘We argue against them by the Statement of Allah®% regarding Isa® Bin
Maryam™s: and of his descendants, Dawood and Sulaiman and Ayub and Yusuf and Musa
and Haroun; and thus do We reward those who do good (to others) [6:84] And Zakarriya
and Yahya and Isa [6:85]. So He®*¥ Made Isa Bin Maryam™s to be from the descendants of
Noah?<,

I3k rele sz B0 ol s s 606 06 Ll 585 Y 3 0501 s a3y W05 0,5 B 16 &I K06 sk 56 J6
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He@%s said: ‘So what is it that they say to you?’ | said, ‘They say, ‘The sons of a daughter can
be from the sons, but they still are not from the linage’. He™%* said: ‘So, which argument do
you argue against them with?’ | said, ‘We argue against them by the Statement of Allah®*¥ to
His#" Messenger W say: Come let us call our sons and your sons and our women and your
women and ourselves and your selves [3:61]. He®"* said: ‘So what do they say?’ | said, ‘They
say that in the speech of the Arabs a man may say ‘our sons’ for the sons of another man’.
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(The narrator) said, ‘Abu Ja’far?"s said: ‘O Abu Al-Jaroud! I*"s will give it (proof) from the
Book of Allah#2%i that the two of them™** are from the progeny of the Rasool-Allah?*%, None

4 Hadeeth No. 59
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shall reject it except for the infidel’. | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you™"s, and where is that?’
He?Ys said: ‘Where Allah®% Says: Prohibited unto you are your mothers, and your
daughters, and your sisters [4:23] - the Verse until it ends with the Words of the Blessed and
High and the wives of your sons who are of your own loins. So, ask them, O Abu Al-Jaroud,
was it Permissible for the Rasool-Allah™=®"W to marry the wives of the two of them@%s? [f they
say, ‘Yes’, they lie, are mischievous, and if they say, ‘No’, so the two of them?"“* are from
hisa"W seed’.”
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‘Al-Reza™®"s attended a gathering of Al-Mamoun at Merv, and he had gathered to him in his
gathering a group from the people of Al-Irag’ - and he mentioned the Hadeeth in its length up
Al-Reza®"s having said in it: ‘So Allah?"I Mighty and Majestic is Saying Prohibited unto you
are your mothers, and your daughters, and your sisters [4:23] — up to its end. So, Inform
me%s, |s it correct for my % daughter or a daughter of my 2% daughter, and whatever is
lineage from my#"Ys lineage to Rasool-Allah™®¥W that he**"¥ could marry her if he*®"¥ had
been alive?’ They said, ‘No’. He®%s said: ‘Then inform me?"s, if it was a daughter of one of
you, would it be correct for him2"¥ that he*®"¥ marries her, if he "% was alive?’ They said,
‘Yes'.

He@%s said: ‘Thus, in this is a clarification that we®"s are from his*®¥" Progeny®"* and you
aren’t from his*®"% Progeny®"s, or else your daughter would have been Prohibited unto

him™2"W just as my2*"s daughters would have been Prohibited unto him=®"¥ because we?Ws

are from his®"% Progeny®%s and you are from his*®" community’’.®
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Raising it to Musa@¥s Bin Ja’far?a¥s, in his®%s Hadeeth with (Haroun) Al-Rashid. He#"s said:
‘%S said to him, ‘O commander of the faithful! If the Prophet=®¥% was to be Resurrected and
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addresses to you for your prestige (hand of your daughter), would you answer him?’ So, he
said, ‘Glory be to Allah??¥i! And why should | not answer (accept) him™=®*%, But | would pride
upon the Arabs and the non-Arabs, and the Quraysh due to that’.
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So, 1% said to him: ‘Hes®"¥ would neither address to me?"“s nor would I?"s marry (my=2s"s
daughter) to him™®" He said, ‘And why not?’ So 1" said: ‘Because he™®"W begot me"s
and did not beget you’. He said, ‘Excellent, O Musas"s!"”
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Ali Bin Ibrahim said, The Khawarijites are alleging that the man, when there was a daughter
of his wife and he had not nourished her, and she did not happen to be in his care, she would
be Permissible for him due to the Words of Allah??¥ the Exalted: who are in your care [4:23].
Al-Sadig™**s said: ‘She is not Permissible for him’.2

Shaking Hands with (Na-mahram) Women is Forbidden:
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Ali ibn lbrahim has narrated from his father, who from ibn abu Umayr, who from abu Ayyub Al-Khazzaz, who
from Abu Basir, who says:

This is regarding my question before Abu Abdullah®"s, if one can shake hands with women
who are lawful for marriage? He said: No, it is not permissible except from behind the cloth.®
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And from him, from Abu Ali Al- Ash’ary, from Muhammad Bin Abdul Jabbar, from Ahmad Bin Is’haq, from Sa’dan
Bin Muslim who said,
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‘Abu Abdullah@%s said: ‘Do you know how the women pledge their Allegiances to Rasool
Allah=sa"W?’ | said, ‘Allah22" Knows, and the son@%s of His@¥ Rasool*%" knows’. He™*"s said:
‘They gathered around him®"%, then he**"" called for a container, and poured water into it,
and immersed his*®"Y hand in it, then said: ‘Hear me™2"%, O those who are around. You will
be pledging Allegiance upon the (conditions) that you will not associate anything with
Allah#%, nor will you steal, or commit adultery, nor kill your children, nor slander by forging
with your hands and your feet, nor disobey me<2"" regarding the good. Do you accept?’ They
said, ‘Yes’. So, he™@W¥ took his@"Y hand out from the container, then said to them: ‘Immerse
your hands’. So, they did that’. The hand of Rasool Allah*®"Y was pure, and clean from being
touched by a female who was not a ‘Mahram’ to him-saww’ 10

Initiating Salam to Na-Mahram is Forbidden:
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Mohammed ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmed ibn Mohammed from Mohammed ibn Yahya, who from
Ghiyath ibn Ibrahim, who says:

Abu Abdullah®Ys has said: You must not offer ‘Salam’ to a (Na-Mahram) woman.!

Momina may accompany Na-Mahram Momineen for Hajj-
Ziyarah:
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‘I said to Abu Abdullah@"Ys, ‘May my father be sacrificed for you?%s and my mother! A Muslim
woman comes to me having recognised me by my deed, and | recognise her by her Islam, and
her love for you™@"s and her Wilayah for you®%s, and there is no Mahram for her’. So he®"s
said: ‘When a Muslim woman comes to you, so carry her (give her a ride), for the believing
men are Mahram for the believing women’. And he % recited this Verse [9:71] And (as for)
the Believing men and the Believing women, they are guardians of each other’ .2
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Momina may stay in Hijab among other ladies of other
religion(s):
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‘Abu Abdullah has said: It is not proper for a (Muslim) lady to remove her veil before a Jewish
woman or a Christian woman because they can describe it to their husband.!?

13519 ‘e ‘SC ‘(&m)&*«:}il - b) ,;gSJ\, H. 5.

Page 10 of 12




‘Mahram’ and ‘Na-Mahram’ www.hubeali.com

APPENDIX

’

Additional Holy Verses on ‘Na-Mahram

Additional Ahadith are cited here on Mahram subject.

‘Na-Mahram’ Ladies of advance age:
{24:60} 1o for 05 50 55 haiing Sliuy ot 50 120 i 2 Gl 000 08 Y gl e o il

And (as for) women advanced in years who do not hope for a marriage, it is no sin for them
if they put off their clothes without displaying their ornaments; and if they restrain
themselves it is better for them; and Allah is Hearing, Knowing [24:60].

:,:c:'a.}j :Eiéic((MVW)&’A,;L}TJ:‘&SUJL;LJWJ ;wf¢wéiw!¢;caﬁf¢;cﬁhwd &sy:q}&g&gw
R L=éJ\ Al g (B = g e \l OB (iyy Aape 18 (OB e (6 Gy 1 OIS e oy o tes Lol o Ly 1 JB (FRLS

RN AN s b

(Imam) Abu Abdullah®"s having recited [24:60] if they put off their clothes, then said: ‘The
muffler and the robe’. | said, ‘In front of whosoever it may be?’ So, he®"* said: ‘In front of
whosoever it may be without displaying their ornaments. But if she were not to do it, it is
better for her. And the ornaments are that which shows something of her, in another Verse
([24:31] except what appears thereof).'*

Islam Condemn Pre-Islamic Practices related to Mahram

g
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And you cannot marry from the women whom your fathers married except for
what has passed; it was immoral and hateful and an evil way [4:22]
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah%s saying: ‘Allah?i the Exalted has Forbidden to us the wives of the
Prophet™®"¥ by the Words of Allah® And you cannot marry from the women whom your
fathers married [4:22] .*°
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(Al-Sadig@%*) said: ‘And as for what you have mentioned is that they have permitted for
themselves to marry those women whom Allah??¥ has Prohibited in His?* Book, for they are
thinking that it has only been Prohibited to us to marry the wives of the Prophet=®¥%, so it is
more rightful what is clear from it, the veneration of the Right of Allah-#*"i and the prestige of
His?% Rasool*®"" and the veneration of his®“W state. And whatever Allah**I has Prohibited
upon his=®¥ followers to marry his*™" wives after His®* Words, and it does not behove
you that you should hurt Rasool Allah, nor that you should marry his wives after him ever;
surely this is Grievous in the Presence of Allah [33:53].
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And Allah#%i Blessed and High has Said: The Prophet is foremost with the Momineen than
their own selves, and his wives are their mothers [33:6], and he®"V is a father to them. Then
He?2 Said And you cannot marry from the women whom your fathers married except for
what has passed; it was immoral and hateful and an evil way [4:22] 1°

Abbreviations:

saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla

asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam

AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak

ra: - Razi Allah#"i

La: - Laan Allah-#i

15.70/230:1 L;wL‘quM
16 Basaair Al Darajaat — P 10 CH 21 H 1 (Extract)
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