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Ahadith on Mukhtar Al-Saqafi

Al-Mukhtar ibn Abi Ubayd Al-Saqafi was considered a Shia from the inhabitants of Al-
Kufa and was imprisoned when Imam Hussain®Ys was martyred in Karbala in 680.!
Mukhtar initiated a revolt against Bani Ummayd and succeeded in killing the killers of
the martyrs of Karbala (Imam Hussain@%s, his®%s family and companions) during his
short rule in Kufa. Ahadith are both in his favour and against him so it would be very
important to report both types of Ahadith and be fair with the character of Al-Mukhtar
Al-Sagafi.

However, Allah?* does not Waste the rewards of people, so Mukhtar Al-Saqafi’s killings
of the enemies of the Ahl Al-Bayt®** will not be wasted.
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ibrahim2%s (7th Imam=2s%s), said, ‘I asked him™¥s about
the man who performs Hajj, so he makes his Hajj and his Umra, or part of his
circumambulation for one of his family members, and he is absent from him in another
city. | said, ‘So would that effect a reduction from his Recompense?’ He®"s said: ‘No. It
would be for him and for his companion; and for him would be a recompense besides
that with what he has linked’.
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| said, ‘And he is deceased, would that enter upon him?’ He™®"s said: ‘Yes, to the extent
that if he happens to be under Wrath, so it would be Forgiven for him, or if there
happens to be a constriction upon him, so it would be Expanded upon him’. | said, ‘So
he, in his place, would know that, that deed was performed for his right?’ He®"* said:
‘Yes’. | said, ‘And even if he was a Nasibi (Hostile one), that would benefit him?’ He3sWs
said: ‘Yes. It (Punishment) would be Lightened from him’.?

2 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 72 H 4
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Further compilation of Ahadith on Mukhtar Al-Saqafi:
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He#Ws entered his house. Al-Mukhtar consulted to his uncle that he should bind/arrest
him2s¥s and travel with him to Muawiya upon that he would give him the taxes of Jowha
for a year. But he refused to him and said to Al-Mukhtar, ‘May Allah?? Uglify your
view! | am an office bearer of his®%s father?%“s, and he®"“ had entrusted me and
ennobled me, and you want to give me the affliction of his®"“s father®%s? Have you
forgotten Rasool-Allah™*®"% and are not preserving him=®"¥ regarding the son®"* of his
sawW daughter?“s and his**“% beloved?’
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Sa’ad Bin Masoud came to him™"s with a physician and stood upon him until he®"“s was
cured, and transferred him to Al-Madain.
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And he (Al-Hassan™®"%*) had answered Hujr Bin Aday Al-Kindy when he had said to him,
‘You®%s have blackened the faces of the Momineen!” He®"s said: ‘Everyone does not
love what you love, nor does he view like your view, and rather 1% did what 1*% did
for the remaining (alive) to be upon you all”.
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Ibn Al Jowzy said in ‘Al Tazkira’ Page 112, ‘Al Shaby said, ‘While Al-Hassan®"s was in his
aws tent at Al Madain, and Qays Bin Sa’ad had gone ahead, when a caller called out
among the soldiers, ‘Indeed! Qays Bin Sa’ad has been killed, so disperse!’” They
dispersed to the tensts of Al-Hassan and they snatched him™"* until they grabbed the
carpet which was under him™?"$, and a man stabbed him=*"s with a sharp arrow which
was with him, and bled him=2sws,
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His@"s desire to enter into the community increase and he®"s feared from them. So,
he@¥s entered the cabin which was in Al Madain at Al Bayza’a, and the governor upon
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Al Madain was Sa’ad Bin Masoud Al Saqafy, an uncle of Al Mukhtar. Ali®*¥s had placed
him in charge.
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Al Mukhtar said to him, and he was a youth, ‘Is it for you to be in the riches and the
nobility?’ He said, ‘And what is that?’ He said, ‘Bind Al-Hassan®"* and submit him to
Muawiya’. Sa’ad said to him, ‘May Allah-?% Kill you! Should | pounce upon a son?%s of
Rasool-Allah?® and bind him3"s and submit him?*** to a son of Hinda? | would be an
evil man if | were to do it’.
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Ibn Sa’ad mentioned in ‘Al Tabagaat’ — ‘Al Mukhtar said to his uncle Sa’ad, ‘It is for you
to be in a matter the Arabs would prevail with it?” He said, ‘And what is it?’ He said,
‘Leave me to strike off the neck of this one’ — meaning Al-Hassan®%* — ‘And go with it to
Muawiya!” He said to him, ‘May Allah??¥ Uglify you! This will not be their affliction,
People®¥s of the Household, with us”.
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‘When Al-Hassan®%* pledged Allegiance to Muawiya, the Shias came converging
revealing the feeling of being sorry and the regret upon leaving the fighting. They came
out to him™?"s after two years from the day he®"s had pledged to Muawiya.
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Suleyman Bin Surad al Khuzaie said to him™®"s, ‘We have not stopped being surprised
from your®"“s pledging allegiance to Muawiya and there are forty thousand fighters
from the people of Al Kufa with you®"s, All of them are taking the awards and they are
at the doors of their house, and along with them are their like, from their sons and their
followers, besides your?¥s Shias from the people of Al Basra and Al Hijaz.
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Then you@"s did not take any assurances for yourself2*s in the pact nor any share from
the award. If only, when you®%s did what you®%s did, had kept witnessed upon
Muawiya, faces of the east and the west, and written an agreement upon him that the
command should be for you™¥s after him2"s, the matter would have been easier upon
us, but he gave you™®"s something between you®"s and him, he will not be loyal with it’.
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Then it was not long before he said at the heads of the ones present, ‘If you@"s could
have stipulated conditions and taken promises intending to extinguish the fire of war
and complying in order to terminate the Fitna. When Allah®*" had gathered for us
words and affection, so that is now under the feet. By Allah??¥! He did not mean by that
apart from you™®"s, and he did not intend except what had happened between youaws
and him, and he has broken (the agreement).
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So if you@"s like, you™"s can return to war as a deception and permit for me | can go
ahead of you™"s to Al Kufa and exept his office bearer from it and reveal his removal,
and banish him to him, then discard (the agreement) to them upon equality, surely
Allah does not Love the treacherous [8:58] . And the rest of them spoke like the speech
of Suleyman.
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Al-Hassan™®"Ys said: ‘You are our@%s Shias and people of our®W%s cordiality. If you were
decisive in the matter of the world, then do it, and run and set up for its authority.
Muawiya was not mightier than me?"s in mighty, nor is he of severe obstinacy than me-
aWs nor is he of more accomplished determination, but 1" can see other than what
you are seeing, and 1" did not intend with what I"®%s did, except save the blood.
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So, be pleased with the Decree of Allah"®*" and submit to His®" Command and stay in

your houses, and withhold!” Or he®"* said: ‘Restrain your hands until the righteous are

rested, or they are rested from mischief-makers”.3

3 Bihar Al Awaar — V 43, The book of History — Al Hassan®"s, Ch 18 H9 b
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah@%s saying: ‘When it will be the Day of Qiyamah, Rasool-Allah-swW
would pass by an edge of the Fire, and (so will) Amir Al-Momineen®*s, and Al-Hassan"
asws and Al-Husayn?"“s, There would be a scream of a screamer from the Fire: ‘O Rasool-
Allah@"W help me!’ — thrice.
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He (Abu Abdullah@%) said: ‘He™®"¥ will not answer him. So he will call out, ‘O Amir Al-
Momineen@%s O Amir Al-Momineen?%s!I" — thrice — ‘Help me!” But he®%s will not
answer him. He will call out, ‘O Husayn?®"s! O Husayn?%"s! O Husayn®"*!| Help me, | am
the killer of your@“s enemies?’
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He (Abu Abdullah®%*) said: ‘Rasool-Allah=®"¥ would say to him?¥s: ‘He has argued upon
you W’ He@Ws will swoop down to him as if he™®"s is spreading wings. He®"s will
extract him from the Fire’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Il said to Abu Abdullah?®%s! And who is this? May | be sacrificed
for you@Wsl” He@Ws said: ‘Al-Mukhtarr@!’
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| said to him?#Ys, ‘And why would he™ be Punished with the Fire, and he™ has done
what he™ has done?’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘He®"* said: ‘He had something in his™ heart of them two (Abu
Bakr and Umar). By the One®% Who Sent Muhammad**" with the truth! Even if
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Jibraeel™® and Mikaeel™® were to have something in their? hearts (about Abu Bakr and
Umar), Allah®" would Fling them™s into the Fire upon their?® faces!”’*
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‘From Abu Ja’far@®%s having said: ‘Do not revile Al-Mukhtar™ for he™ killed ones who
killed us®%s, and sought our?®W%s retaliation, and got our®“ widows married, and
distributor the wealth among us upon the scattering”.”
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‘From Abu Abdullah@®"s having said: ‘Al-Mukhtar™ used to belie upon Ali®¥* Bin Al-
Husaynasws" 6
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‘We entered to see Abu Ja’far®"“s on the day of the sacrifice and he®"“s was reclining,
and he™®"Ys said: ‘Send for the barber!” | sat in front of him@"“s when a sheykh from the
people of Al-Kufa entered to see him™@%s, He tried to grab his"s hand in order to kiss it,
but he®¥s prevented it, then said: ‘Who are you?’
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4 Bihar Al Awaar — V 45, The book of History — Al Hassan®"s, Ch 49 H 5
5 Bihar Al Awaar — V 45, The book of History — Al Hassan®"s, Ch 49 H 7

6 Bihar Al Awaar —V 45, The book of History — Al Hassan®"s, Ch 49 H 8
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He said, ‘l am Abu Bakr Muhammad Al-Hakam Bin Al-Mukhtar Bin Abu Ubeyd Al-Sagafy’,
and he was at a distance from Abu Ja’far?%s, He®"s extended his®"* hand to him until
he?"s almost seated him in his@®"s |ap, after having prevented him his®%s hand. Then
he said, ‘May Allah?*i Keep you®"* well! The people have spoken a lot regarding my
father™ and they are saying (things), and the (final) word, by Allah=?¥, is your?**s word!’
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He Y said: ‘And which thing are they saying?’ He said, ‘They are saying he™®"* is a liar,
and you ™" will not instruct me with anything, except | will accept itV
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He?Ys said: ‘Glory be to Allah @il My2s%s father?s“s informed me?"s, by Allah?2¥, that
the dowry of my?"“s mother?® was from what Al-Mukhtar had sent, and didn’t he™
build our®%s houses and killed our?¥s killers, and sought our®"“s bloods? So, may Allah
azwi have Mercy on him™!
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And my3%s father?“s informed me"“s, by Allah®%, that he?"“s had an evening chat
with (Syeda) Fatima Bint Ali®"s, preparing her®%s bed and sorting out the pillows for
her?a%s and from her?%s he?W%s attained the Hadeeth. May Allah®%¥ have Mercy on
your father™! May Allah?? have Mercy on your father™! He™ did not leave any right of
our?@W%s with anyone, except he™ sought it. He™ killed our?¥s killers and sought ourasws
bloods”.”
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‘From Abu Abdullah@%s, He (the narrator) said, ‘He®"* said to me: ‘Our?®"s secrets did
not cease to be concealed until these came to be in the hands of the sons of Kaysan.
They narrated with it in the streets and the villages of the plains”.2
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7 Bihar Al Awaar — V 45, The book of History — Al Hassan®"s, Ch 49 H 9

8 Bihar Al Awaar — V 45, The book of History — Al Hassan®*"s, Ch 49 H 14
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Explanation: Al-Firozabady said, ‘Kaysan is a title of Al-Mukhtar Bin Abu Ubeyd™, the
Kaysaniyya are attributed to him™”.

235 1 ) Jo 3B e e 3 A 22 538 G 5 AT 5 g p LgE ke 1 A2 S g oy -15
Gedhigndi i 5 e T i 5 2 bl Lial g 32 J 0606 B ol 85 05

‘From Abu Abdullah@%s, he (the narrator) said, ‘He™"s said to me: ‘The Prophet=®"¥ will
Cross the Bridge followed by Ali®%s, and Ali®%s followed by Al-Hassan®%“s, and Al-
Hassan@Ys followed by Al-Husayn?s"s,
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When he®%s js in the middle of it, Al-Mukhtar™ will call out to Al-Husayn?"s, ‘O Abu
Abdullah@%sl | sought your?"“s retaliation!” The Prophet*®"" will say to Al-Husayn:
‘Answer him™!” So Al-Husayn " will swoop into the Fire as if he™®"s is spreading wings.
HeaWs will extract Al-Mukhtar™ protectively. And if his™ heart were to be split, love for
them (Abu Bakr and Umar) would be found in his™ heart”.°
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Explanation: His®"* words: ‘Their love’ — love for the two accursed sheykhs (Abu Bakr
and Umar).
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‘It is said, ‘Al-Mukhtar Bin Abu Ubeydullah™ dispatched to Ali-®¥s Bin Al-Husayn®*"s one
hundred thousand Dirhams. He®"* disliked to accept it from him™ and was scared from
returning it, so he@%s |eft it in the house.
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° Bihar Al Awaar —V 45, The book of History — Al Hassan®"s, Ch 49 H 15
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When Al-Mukhtar™ was killed, he®"* wrote to Abdul Malik informing him of it. He
wrote to him@¥s, ‘Take it goodly, welcomingly’. Ali®*"s (Bin Al-Husayn?"¥*) used to curse
Al-Mukhtar™ and saying: ‘He™ lied upon Allah®" and upon us®%“!’, because Al-
Mukhtar™ claimed that it was being Revealed to him™”,10

10 Bjhar Al Awaar —V 45, The book of History — Al Hassan®*, Ch49H 16/ 1



