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In the Name of Allah?" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-?" Lord-2* of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=2"* and his*®¥¥ Purified Progeny?"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Multiple Burials in One Grave and Cemetery Issues

Summary:

Muslims, in general, believe that Islam allows for multiple burials in one grave site (2.20 x 1.25
meters’ spot), i.e., having two to three coffins to be laid to rest in multi-story graves. For this,
they quote a Hadith from Rasool Allah®®"W (non-Shia source), under exceptional
circumstances related to the Battle of Uhud, that Rasool Allah™®"%¥ buried two to three
martyrs in each grave after the Battle of Uhud.

However, Ahadith from Shia sources disallow, under all circumstances, the burial of multiple

bodies in one grave.

We first quote two Ahadith from the non-Shia sources:

Non-Shia Narrations:

Rasool Allah®¥ instructed regarding the martyrs of Uhud:
A3 By ko N slasl
Place two or three men in a single grave.*?
Also, in another Riwaya from a non-Shia source, we find:
From his*®"W¥ miracles —

So, every two men were buried in one grave except Hamza?*"s, for he®* was buried alone

an extract).3

1 Sahih: Sahih Abu Dawood: 2754, Kitab al-Janaiz: Chapter on Deepening the Grave, Abu Dawood: 3215

2 https //www.islamicity. org/hadlth/search/mdex php Sunan an-Nasai 2017 (Book 21, Hadlth 200) #16628
O yale o ol (2 sedU gl 58 (o o wiad 2 (Ol 5E cylgll Dk B35 B ik Wis B «Ooskis 43 hualsd) Gl
G156 M,«S\ 194383 (535 Y 1538315 doiuc Ty 193251 " 1 B #B l Usls

3 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 20, The book of our Prophet™™%, P 3 Ch 12 H 16
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Shia Narrations:

In Shia Ahadith, we do not find such an option (multiple burials at a grave) even under the
conditions of the battles. See, for example, some Ahadith below:

Rasool Allah**"" Buried each Martyr at the place of his Martyrdom

In a lengthy Hadith on battle of Uhud, from Abu Al-Jaroud, from Abu Ja’far?"sit has been
narrated:

55 Gt B0 o 565 e 1458 5 1l L et Sy o B0 025 T 5
And Rasool-Allah=s®¥ instructed with the killed ones, and they were gathered, and heWW

prayed Salat over them and buried them in their dying places, and he®"" exclaimed seventy
Takbeers over Hamza s, (an extract).*

Separate Grave for every martyr after the Battle of Siffeen:

In a lengthy Hadith describing the Battle of Siffeen, it is:

3 08 oo o se Ao a% T Tyt s s oo PV I S TET R SR N P R N S PR S PO PP BT
CoaiVh OV 2 dalds &) Jas sl 9:L.autmyj\ el JES L3l A o Ll b = 150 At L U & ar e JG

st 1) 0 5308 aandl 5 2aed (3 050 0 075 2l (3 533 O 03B B 45 G5 SV 63 SR O Gasebd)) el

He (the narrator) said, ‘Then he™®"Ys went until we crossed over the houses of the clan of Awf,
and there we were with seven or eight graves on our right. Amir Al-Momineen?"* said: ‘What
are these graves?’ Qudama Bin Al-Ajlan Al-Azdy said to him™@"s, ‘O Amir Al-Momineenasws|
Khabab Bin Al-Arti died after your?¥s going out, and he bequeathed that he be buried at the
outback, and the people were burying in their houses and their courtyards, so the people
buried to his side’.

pECRAS e A B RN RN [E PR EAES 5] é«)‘ sl sl sl 5 g Lel \;J:A Jas LEE A 5 JGs

He 2% said: ‘May Allah®" have Mercy on Khabab. He had become a Muslims being desirous
and emigrated willingly, and lived as a fighter, and was afflicted with illness in his body, and
Allah?2¥ will never Waste a recompense of the one with good deeds’.

G 8T ot 5 Gpabedd 5 gl 5 Gl o it Junddl 5 skt el ol g gl (S 06 % 2ale g B5 wd
e 5 Ge 3 5 5h 5 W e 2l 0 LB e 55y 5 1 N 82 5 b 5 Gl
He@%s came until he™®"s paused at them, then said: ‘Upon you all is the greetings, O people

of the lonely houses, the desolate places, from the believing men and the believing women,
and the Muslim men and the Muslim women. You are the past for us and the missed, and we

4 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 20, The book of our Prophet®™%,P3 Ch 12H 3
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are following you all, joining up with you after a little while. O Allah?*i! Forgive for us and
them, and Overlook from us and them’.

et 5362 35l Gk B2 e 5 B s 5 Wl ke das oDl B Aad Bl g i Tlus oY) ks ol & Jad J6
L & 2 s 5 ST ad 5 ol

Then he"s said: ‘The Praise is for Allah®*l Who Made the earth like a receptacle [77:25]
(For) the living and the dead? [77:26]. The Praise is for Allah*¥ Who Made our creation to
be from it, and in it He®*¥ will be Returning us, and upon it we will be Resurrected. Beatitude
is for the one who remembers the Hereafter and works for the reckoning, and is content with
the sufficient, and is pleased from Allah-#¥ with that’.

PRt AR R TR < <z &, SRt
\?L\:JBH odR ’}.J.\;- JLL! ¢§_th\ ﬂg..ﬂ/ ;L;—J & ;LJ\ €

Then he®Ys came until he®"“s entered the markets of Al-Suwriyeyn. He™®"s said: ‘Go in
between these houses”.>

Conclusions:

In Shia Islam, we do not find any precedent from the Holy Ahl Al-Bayt ¥ for multiple coffins
being buried in a single grave, even under exceptional circumstances, i.e., battles.

In the Ahadith of Ahl Al-Bayt?®s"s, we find that a grave should not be any deeper than 1.6
meters and not raised above ground more than 10 cm, nor should soil be added other than
the soil extracted from the grave.

The plastering of the grave is also disliked (see Ahadith below). Hence, there is little room to
build multilevel graves under any conditions.

Under the conditions of compulsion, however, there is more leeway, e.g., eating of forbidden
meat to save a life, see for example:

https://hubeali.com/article/compulsion-and-coercion

Under the exceptional conditions of compulsion, Allah®" is the foremost in accepting the
excuses:

oa) SR 08 5 e o n W 8532 WS e L Lo B es 2e U8 85 22 et Tl e T J6
Abu Baseer also said, ‘He®%* was asked about that. He™®"* said: ‘One who makes something

for Allah®" upon himself, so he strives extensively, there is nothing upon him, and Allah-*%
is more Excusing for His* servant’.®

5 Bihar Al-Anwaar -V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H 461 a
6 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 100 — The Book of Contracts and Declarations — CH 128 H 28
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The topics of death to grave, preparing for death and funeral rituals and women and their
presence during burial, have been covered in detail elsewhere,
https://hubeali.com/article/death-bed-to-grave

https://hubeali.com/article/death-preparation
https://hubeali.com/article/funeral-rituals-and-women-and-their-presence-in-a-graveyard

Here, we present some additional Ahadith related to the grave and burial issues. Additional
details on graves and burials may be found in Bihar Al-Anwaar, V 79
(https://hubeali.com/online-books/online-english-books/bihar-al-anwaar/).

Renewal (extension and digging deeper) of Graves is Forbidden:

Y G g A VG e T8 808 ta g Gndd Sl JB JB B 3 e stk T e Ol J1 2 ] 22l

‘Amir Al-Momineen®"* said: ‘One who renews (constructs further) a grave, or makes a
resemblance, he has exited from Al-Islam”’.”

Wl Jao o0 »:\a}L..J\ ade b sne "] 9 sl g A e s g (A e (ol B g il e o »ialS) i 3 M)
RO L«f[,;_.aﬂ 2y nSpadl Y Jul ik s

Notes — And the differing is in correcting the word ‘Hadad’, from the making a boundary, and
‘Jadas’ from making a tomb, and ‘Khadad’ from the furrowing and the grooving. And as for
meaning his®"* words: ‘One who makes a resemblance’, it is the sculptures representing gods
of the Polytheists, and it is the idol, like what is known.

e Y pr A8 WS 581 5T Ve e e 1 JB ST oS e e T 1wty (Sl o S e e oo skl e 8T bl 3 sl sy,
J.J W Lo :«L,lfo;;éi o »:\;}24 9l JL‘JI Les o ) o b s el e «Ys J,\,. o >>\;}24 s ) ‘(’;?As G v,w:l sl 4\}\;3\ o 2SI el d
.()/wy\ oo Aas G5 ek e colaw g aanb s oLl (ol

And it is reported by Al-Sadougq in ‘Al-Ma’any’ (page) 181 — from Majaylawiya, from his uncle,
from Al-Barqy, from Al-Naheyki, raising it to Abu Abdullah™®"“s, may the greeting be upon
him % having said ‘One who makes a resemblance, or keeps a dog, he has exited from Al-
Islam’. It was said to him®"*, ‘Then most of the people are destroyed!” He®" said: ‘It isn’t
where you are going (with it). But rather, I°"* meant with my " words, ‘The one who makes
a resemblance’, is one who installs a religion other than religion of Allah™®* and calls the
people to it, and with my *Ys words, ‘One who owns a dog’, one hateful to us®"“* People@“*
of the Household. Keeping it is feeding him and quenching him. One who does that, so he has
exited from Al-Islam.

7 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 76 — The Book of Evil deeds —Ch 107 H 1
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Abu Abdullah%s said: ‘Do not build upon the graves nor draw pictures on ceilings of the
houses, for Rasool-Allah*®%" disliked that”’.2

oo es of of- azes of ez 7o f. s 2% N PR It £, PR Loy s 4 Aa % L.z
-9‘3&}‘5&@;‘;&5@3«@0&#@’&1}%&ZJUt%'ftQQW’JJWJJﬁdj)ﬂJM

Research (Ahadeeth only) — And it has been reported by Yunus Bin Zabyan, from Al-Sadiq"*,
from his"®"s father ®"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah=°"" prohibited from praying Salat at a grave,
or sitting upon it, or building upon it”.

A Grave should not be deeper than 1.6 Meters
e gr G Ol s O 5 g3 B G 8 65k O s B B Bl 5 2
And from Ali®"s, may the Salawaat of Allah®®¥ be upon him2s*s, he®"s disliked the grave to

be deeper than three cubits®, and to increase the soil upon it other than what had come out
from it.1°

Lied 5,80 ¥ bdana 555G 5 ol 56 BT 05701 5 o591 o B3 ol sl 55 580 BT &L 5

And the Sunnah is that the grave should be raised to four separated fingers from the ground,
and if it were to be more, there is no problem, and it should be flat, and not humped’.*!

A Grave must not be Raised more than Four Fingers (10 cm) above ground
level and not Plastered:

e 5 B o ) g S s 58l s e 8 G D iR e Y gl
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Eatas 13 S 5 gl Edatad & I Bl & JWE Gkt O 215 5 Sanatd 54 5,28

‘By a chain connected to the Prophet™®¥W, he*®¥ prohibited from ‘Tagsees’ of the graves, and
it is the plastering, and that is because the plaster is called ‘Al-Qassa’. It is said, the plaster of
the graves and the houses are from it, when you were to plaster these.!?

8 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 12 H 4 (Chapters on Funerals)

% https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cubit

10 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness —Ch 12 H 5 / 13 (Chapters on Funerals)
11 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness —Ch 12 H 30

12 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 12 H 29 (Chapters on Funerals)
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He?Ws said: “Write this what Yaqoub™ had bequeathed with to his™ sons’ — up to he®"* said
— ‘And Muhammad@*s Bin Ali®"s bequeaths to Ja’far®"s Bin Muhammad?*"* and instructs
him™@%s to enshroud him@*%s in his@"s cloak which he®"* used to pray the Friday Salat in, and
to turban him™@$"s with his®"“s turban, and to square his®"* grave and raise it four fingers, and
loosen from him2s¥s his@%s old clothes during his®%s burial’ — the Hadeeth” .13

The Grave Place is Ordained and Sunnah to Bury where one dies:

By dofs (Pl e ) 0 e of St 06 ) i b 2 JUle ol 2 50 e JBD 2 5 o e e s 0 B
G 3 B ) 2 B i 5B il o Wi s 13 gt o B g 5 5 B o g g )

‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"s saying: ‘When the seed falls into the womb, Allah3?% Mighty and
Majestic Sends an Angel who takes from the soil in which he is to be buried, so he dissolves it
in the seed. So, his heart does not cease to yearn towards it until he is buried in it’.*4

e W L6 ol B T 08 0l (3038 05 s 5 2 00 B i 0 022 3 ) g e 0

AT aris g S 5 s Sy g e Y 2B ¢

‘I asked Abu Ja’far@®"s, | said, ‘For which reason does the human being get born over here and
he dies in another place?’

s ) o) o s o) ol e il s Gl W 8 5 B 0 Y 6

He3Ws said: ‘Because when Allah??" Blessed and Exalted Created His?*" creatures, He??V
Created them from surface of the earth, therefore every human being returns to his soil”.*®

6 U (ol e ) Gz gl R0 ST 0 (o9l e ) 0 10 Gl o 500 58 b T 01 o5 ol 5 ) 13 200

(ol e ) b el 03 2 5 14 81 5 atl o 3 (Wl 0 o ) 0 05 15 O vhas 8 01 By 2

L el 0 w2351 ) 06 5T 5T 30l (W wde 0 o ) 0 Js &) 20 i g JUi L )

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%s having said: ‘Al-Abbas came over to Amir Al-
Momineen®%s, so he said, ‘O Ali*"*] The people are gathering that they would be burying

13 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 12 H 36 (Chapters on Funerals)
14 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 68 H 2
15 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness —Ch 12 H 14 (Chapters on Funerals)
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Rasool-Allah*®"¥ in the spot of the Praying place, and that a man from them would be leading
the (funeral) Salat. So, Amir Al-Momineen?*"s came out to the people and he®"* said: ‘O you
people! Rasool-Allah**"Y js an Imam%s, be he®"¥ alive or expired, and hes®"¥ said: ‘|saWwW
want to be buried in the spot in which I5*"¥ would pass away’.

0B d e S B e L0 A E ke Jui ol e Jud

Then Imam Ali®"s said: ‘(Come) at the door, so pray Salat upon himsWW_ Then he?aWs
instructed the people, ten by ten to be praying Salat upon him*™¥, Then they went out’.1®

Burial of Imam Ali Reza®"* in the Vicinity of Haroon Ar-Rasheed™"

oA SN JB s 482 G OF el B 09 ST JB jled 2o cLagll e 5 Sled e 82 o RS B AR B )

@ &3 a8 10 el o3 e AL 0P Bl 8 5 sk Tae Sas Oy BEE T ZE Y U B g ) SAN (L) ale ) )
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‘When Al-Haroun lbn Al-Musayyab intended to fight Muhammad Bin Ja’far, Abu Al-Hassan Al-
Reza?®*"s said to me: ‘Go to him and say to him, ‘Do not go out tomorrow, for you, if you do
go out tomorrow, would be overcome and your companions would be killed’. So if he asks
you from where you have come to know this, so say, ‘I saw it in the dream’.

#6 JU 2 3 gy S80S ke o e 0 a1 5 ek cae By S0E TG g2 Y i sl 4 205 156 Jo

Yol 8 5 £540 g5 ¢ 4 Joi 5 )

He (the narrator) said, ‘So | went over to him and said to him, ‘May | be sacrificed for you! Do
not go out tomorrow, for if you do go out, you would be overcome and your companions
would be killed’. So he said to me, ‘From where did you come to know this?’ So | said, ‘l saw
it in the dream’. So he said, ‘The slave sleeps and does not (even) wash his behind?’ Then he
did go out, and he was overcome and his companions were killed’.

25 A2 G O Y st JU U g ol S s 13 2 50 s (3L e ) L e ol gs 83706 el S5 5 06
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And Musafir narrated to me saying, ‘l was with Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza"
asws gt Mina, and Yahya Bin Khalid passed by, and he had covered his head from the dust. So
he?#¥s said: ‘The poor are not knowing what would be happening with them during this year’.
Then he®%s said: ‘And even more strange than this is that Haroun and 1" would be like this’,
and he®%s pressed his two fingers together’.

G 33 Ex wpas o E5E LA 5 s J6

16 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 111 H 37
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Musafir said, ‘So, by Allah?, | did not know the meaning of his?%s Hadeeth until Imam Al-
Reza?"s was buried with (near to) him’.’

It is from the Sunnah to leave instructions regarding one’s Burial:

SFSFE (e ) GO JB (5 e ) B T 22 JEN1 2 02 R e o 0 B8 e o 20 02 ) 0 10
b e D35 B fes s 0 Bl 4 S5eBi Topdh L $51 06 80650 s U AR G

Abu Abdullah™@%s said: ‘My2*"s father?s¥s entrusted me 2" with whatever was there. So when
the death presented itself to him™?"s, he%s said: ‘Call witnesses for me?"“’, So |**"* called
four (people) from the Qureysh for him?"s, among them was Nafi’u a slave of Abdullah Bin
Umar.

§aRE e ) ole 03 322 ol 5 Outle T ) 500 0 180 ) B B g b st Qs 4 o3l 18 T QU
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So, he™®"Ys said: ‘Write! This is what Yaqoub™* bequeathed with to his®® sons [2:132] O my
sons! Surely Allah has Chosen for you the Religion, therefore die not unless you are Muslims
(submitters). And Muhammad2s¥s Bin Ali*"* is bequeathing to Ja’far?"“s Bin Muhammad-2s"s
and instructing him@¥s that he®%* should enshroud him2s¥s in his@"“* cloak which he®"“* used
to pray the Friday Salat in it, and that he®Ys should turban him@%“s with a turban, and that
he@¥s should square his"s grave raising it to four fingers, and that he®"“* should loosen his
asws shroud during his@"Ys burial.

§ a8 qyes 0% 198 2% 5o s 4% ofo 4 83 E AL oz Ao ao F 4T s %4 ogg . 40 AT
;'p);?ileué;)\j;,.lﬁJ‘MJ{QQJUA@%JE’M%QL(LH}{,@\UM%'pdw»ﬂ;gﬁb\yfa‘;ﬂ_&léju\:

I OISV INR G RS |

Then he®%s said to the witnesses: ‘You can leave, may Allah#¥ have Mercy on you all’. So |
said to him@"s after they had left: ‘O father@“s! It wasn’t regarding this that you™"s got them
to witness upon’. So he@%s said: ‘O my2sWs sonasws| |-asws disliked you ™" to be overcome, and
that it should be said, ‘He™®** did not bequeath to him#"*, So |*"s wanted it to become a
proof for you W 18

Hastening in the Burial

e i Jo ) B sl JB J6 (Sl ade ) Bas Gl 28 s 32 3 5 g 00 e Bl S IR el 5 ad2 e Gl e
4 a2 s PRI A IR a2 LI R PRt SN SR DL BN s ,.‘,/f -
5 ol kb 157630 1RSI g SBB L Eo A Sl Y Y 5 el 4 S S ouzf\?)m_\wqu;}mp(mj

17 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 121 H 9
18 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 70 H 8
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah=®"% said: ‘O group of
people! He should not delay, a man from whom there is a deceased, so that he waits with him
for the morning, nor a man for whom there is a deceased by the day so he await with him for
the night; and do not wait with your dead ones for the emergence of the sun, nor for its
setting. Hasten with them to their sleeping places. May Allah-** have Mercy on you’. So the
people said, ‘And you*"%, O Rasool-Allah®"¥, may Allah#** have Mercy on you (as well)’.*

2
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?¥s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah**"¥ said: ‘When the
dying one dies at the beginning of the day, he should not snooze except in his grave’ (spend
night in the grave — so should be buried during the day).?°

e ) B S rizas ol e b6 iRk e B 2 les a2 3 S e asd e 508 o g e e iR ik
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Abu Abdullah@"s says: ‘There is none from the deceased who dies and he is left alone except
that the Satan™@ would play with him in his inside’.?

NB: Burial may be delayed for those who lose consciousness due to an accident, see Ahadith
in the Appendix.

Turning the Face of the Deceased towards Qiblah:

5106 Gans Qg MaE G2k b 8 madll B0 12 O o B 0B o o e o i 2 it ) eE

,,,,,

Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, with his chain of transmission, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Mahbub,
on the authority of al-Abbas ibn Maruf, on the authority of Abdullah Ibn Al-Mughira, on the authority of Dharih

Imam Abu Abdullah@"s, through a chain of narrators that Imam2*"ssaid: Contrary to our foes,
you should place the dead body in the direction of Qiblah so that his face is towards Qiblah.??

19 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH14 H 1
20 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 14 H 2
2L Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH15H 1
2 Wasil u Shia Vol-2,Page-491
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And from hims"s, may the Salawaat of Allah"#" be upon him2"s: ‘Rasool-Allah®** attended
a funeral of a man from the clan of Abdul Muttalib. When they descended him into his grave,
he@WW said: ‘Lie him down in his Lahad upon his right side facing the Qiblah, and do not lay
him prone upon his face nor cast him on his back!’?3

wﬂ/“ﬂ\f:@ug:@gﬁy‘,ﬁwu m;;u)myy)fﬁuuj; m.x;;}i kel :Jb LMJ;M\U;

From Al-'Ala ibn Sayaba who said: Abu Abdullah®"*s was asked while | was present about a
man who was killed and his head was cut off in disobedience to Allah?¥ - should he be
washed or should he be treated as a martyr is treated?

2 2
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Imam™%s said: When he is killed in his disobedience, first the blood should be washed from
him, then water should be poured over him without rubbing his body. Start with the hands
and back, and bind his wounds with cotton and threads. When cotton is placed on him, it
should be tied.

2
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Similarly, for the head area, meaning the neck, place a large amount of cotton on it and
sprinkle camphor on it, then place cotton above the neck, and if you can bind it, do so.

Goot ALY 5 33 (s 5 0 s OB ey aisiaa 58 5 e 5 B 36 0 05705
A E g ok o A g a G plll pog F acdu E R

| asked: If the head was separated from the body but is present with it, how should it be
washed? Imam™@%s said: Wash the head after washing the hands and lower parts, starting
with the head, then the body. Then, place cotton above the neck and join the head to it and
place it in the shroud.

alal dzs 5 asdh e st 5 ed i A ) es 13 U

L

And likewise, when you reach the grave, take it with the body and place it in the tomb and
direct it towards the Qiblah.?*

23 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness —Ch 12 H 5 / 8 (Chapters on Funerals)
2512 (ua 2z Al Jila
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Rewards of Digging (Preparing) a Grave:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®%s having said: ‘The one who digs a grave for a
deceased would be like the one provides a compatible house up to the Day of Judgement’.?

z s g s, F 03 %oz at 4z . a0 sl e e I TR N S TR waoaaget L AT
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‘Rasool-Allah=®"W said: ‘The one who digs a grave for a Muslim anticipating (Rewards),
Allah?® will Prohibit him unto the Fire, and his abode will be a house in the Paradise, and
Make him arrive to a fountain wherein are pitchers the number of stars, and it’s width is what
is between Ubullah and Sana’a”.2®

o p bl 5 3 oy o ot A9 01

Explanation — ‘Ubullah’ is a name of a mountain between Makkah and Al-Medina, near Yanbu.
Ay ¥ gl o i s T e 5 2 0 ) B8 e 2

(Rasool Allah™®"¥ said in a lengthy Hadith): And the one who digs a grave for a Muslim, Allah"

azwi would Build for him a house in the Paradise; and the one who respites a bankrupt, Allah-
azwi would Shade him in His®" Shade on a Day there will be no shade except His®" Shade.?’

The Recommended Days to Visit a Cemetery:

Jsty 333 bl Sl Jui e JB ¢ ) ae %v‘ SE L el B I sl o e E iR JAT 22 50 a0
GRS 500 ol S8 EAL ¢ 550 e 3 GO s ijd igz) 558 B B ¥ a8 F Ly G sRE 5 0

Sl

‘From Abdullah@¥s, he (the narrator) said, ‘(Syeda) Fatima=** lived after Rasool-Allah2%"Y for
seventy-five days. She®"* was neither seen to have manifested her?*“s teeth nor smiled. She"

25 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH34 H 1
26 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 12 H 34 (Chapters on Funerals)
27 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness —Ch 16 H 46 d (Chapters on Funerals)
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asws ysed to go to the graves of the martyrs twice during every week, Monday and Thursday.
Syeda®¥s would say: ‘Over her was Rasool-Allah*®"V and over there were the Polytheists”.?8

How to Send Greetings to the People of the Grave (when visiting a cemetery):

S 12l s 5 kel sl g oSl poled OB Ly i 5 skl ¢ Gt sl 55100 ¢ 222 3 s e (U o St

s U e W B0 U s 108 EaC 18 18 2181 BT 5 sald 36 18 Jipd O 5 s B8 280 B

‘From Ja’far®%s Bin Muhammad®Y* having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"“s passed by the
graveyard’ — (and it is reported, some graves) — He®"s said: ‘The greetings be unto you all, O
people of the graveyard and the soil! Know that after you the houses have been settled in,
and after you, the wealth has been distributed, and after you, the wives have been married.
This is the news of what is with us, so what is the news with you?’

sl U Gt 5300 G Uy
A caller from the graves answered him?", we heard his voice and we could not see his
person, ‘The greetings be to you"“s, O Amir Al-Momineen?%s, and Mercy of Allah®%¥ and
His@2¥ Blessings! As for news of what is with us, we have found what we had been promised,
and we profited with what we had sent ahead, and we incurred loss what we had left behind!’
He?*Ys turned towards his@*"* companions. He®"* said: ‘Did you hear?’
Eebdd 2l 45 106
They said, ‘Yes, Amir Al-Momineen"',
5 5 551858 G J6
He 2% said: ‘So, provide (for yourselves), for the best provision is the piety, [2:197]".?°

Rewards of entering Graveyard and Remembering Hereafter

.Lu}@y;;;iwatfjgé;;\;gjzm;a.z;ﬂé;,:@%;im»j;syj;J\éup;%;ug;‘jws:\i

28 Bjhar Al-Anwaar — V 43, The book of History — Fatima Al-Zahra®%s, Ch 7H 24 a
29 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness —Ch 20 H 31 (Chapters on Funerals)
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‘From the Prophet™=®"¥" having said: ‘And the one who enters the graveyard and recites Surah
Yaseen, Allah??¥ will Lighten (punishment) from them on that day, and for him would be good
deeds the number of the ones in it (the graveyard)”.3°

L R 4 aEs L ocagy < B&. .0 < TN I P L U TPNEPIPT PR PRV Z N DT
5531 O3 5 A.i:\:m.“ J)A.Q Gl Ol (,,é.xz:i al J& Fraddl &sls OHEN ¢ Cregd) }@3[ Y 4L:§;Ju5\jﬂ Solges

‘It was said to Amir Al-Momineen@%s, “‘What is your®"Ys affair being in the vicinity of the
graveyard?’ He®"s said: ‘I**"* find them to be sincere neighbours. They refrain from evil deeds
and are reminding of the Hereafter’.

o6 B0l 5 e e e B3 g5y O o 81 s o W) sl g st f ol G g ol 25 06 5
And Zayn Al-Abideen™@"s said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"* was not afflicted with any difficulty

except he®"s prayed Salat during that day and gave in charity to sixty poor ones and Fasted
for three days”.3!

Reciting a Surah for the deceased in a graveyard:

1 8T Coakedl) U8 e 55 3 B D 0 BT 25 o 1 02 06 06 st oo Y6 sl ol ks g g 8T -
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‘Rasool-Allah*"¥ said: ‘One who recited a Verse from the Book of Allah®*¥ in a graveyard
from graveyards of the Muslims, Allah?"I will Give him Rewards of seventy Prophets?, and
one who invokes mercy upon people of the grave will attain salvation from the Fire and enter

the Paradise while he would be smiling”’.3?

.Jsfi'\@;m:,f:ﬁigj;&;;suﬁﬁgﬁé3}2;3@23;&93;%5?33\;?3@&@}!\9;5
And from Al-Reza®"s: ‘One who comes to the grave of his brother and places his hand upon
the grave, and recites (Surah) Al Qadr seven times, he (deceased) would be safe from the

greatest panic”.33

-‘f-”"i»"é‘&ﬁ’f;‘é‘}'}fué} &Uw Jsts 3 G Of alle &5 ws;;u;&%\ju,’;u;,;;\ ol @55

30 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 14 H 3 (Chapters on Funerals)

31 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 41, The book of History — Amir Al-Momineen®%s, Ch 107 H45/ 1
32 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 99 — The Book of Shrines — Ch 67 H 29

33 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 12 H 43 d (Chapters on Funerals)
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And it is reported that the most excellent of what can be said in the graveyard, when one
passes by it, is to paused and say, ‘O Allah¥! Befriend them to what they had befriended,
and Gather them with the one they loved!”’34

B oo e e a 3T A e ss% G .8 Z [ AR T AP R 1 L@ . G, 2s
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‘From the Prophet™®¥" having said: ‘And the one who enters the graveyard and recites Surah
Yaseen, Allah?*¥ will Lighten (punishment) from them on that day, and for him would good
deeds the number of the ones in it (the graveyard)”.%

Sprinkling water on a grave for 40 days:

St 5 e ad 6f 6 NJ\ e Lol 2450 108 2 L JUES SIS Qs 8 e G 5 a7Ad) Lol 3T 06 a9 25 g i J6
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He said, ‘It is narrated to me by Muhammad Bin Al-Waleed. He said, ‘The manager of the
graveyard saw me, and | was by the grave after that. He said to me, ‘Who is man, the occupant
of this grave, for Abu Al-Hassan Ali®*"s Bin Musa™®® has bequeathed to me with him and has
instructed me to sprinkle (water) upon his grave for forty days during every day’ (an extract).3®
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‘We were staring at the Prophet™®¥ in a graveyard. He™®"W paused, then passed by, then
paused, then passed by. | said, ‘May by father and my mother be (sacrificed for) yousaV%, O
Rasool-Allah®"¥l What is yours®"" pausing between these graves?’

o6 it e G B e 5 et il i 1 5 Bar Vs B g 6 g8 U S 5 T e (g K

st 3 I8 U e 1506 5 o 8T VB 1A
Rasool-Allah=®"¥ wept with intense crying, and we cried. When hes®% was free, he**"¥ said:
‘O Sowban! They are being punished in their graves. I*"W heard their groans, so I?"% pitied

them and supplicated to Allah-#*" to Lighten (the punishment) from them. He#% Did so. Had
they fasted days of Rajab and stood in it they would not have been punished in their graves!

A Ol 5 SUT G g aGs —d g g 2IE

34 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 99 — The Book of Shrines — Ch 67 H 32
35 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 14 H 3 (Chapters on Funerals)
36 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 66 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 37 H 18
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| said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®"¥| Fasting it and standing it (for Salat) is security from punishment of
the grave?’

J
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Hesa"W said: ‘Yes, O Sowban! By the One Who Sent me™®"W with the truth as a Prophets@¥W!
There is none from a Muslim fasting a day of Rajab and stands a night (for Salat) intending the
Face of Allah®" the Exalted with that, except Allah®* will Write for him worship of a
thousand years, fasting its days and stand its night!

G5 s Ll 3l G835 (ot 0 2 a8y Gl 88T 5 538 Gl 52 G5 O3l J 2o 5538 Gl a8 5 a8 Gl 2GS
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And it would be as if he has performed a thousand Hajj, and performed a thousand Umrah
from Permissible wealth; and it would be as if he has battled in a thousand military
expeditions, and liberated a thousand necks from the sons of Ismail®; and it would be as if
he has donated a thousand Dinars in charity; and it would be as if he had bought captives of
mysaW community and freed them for the Face of Allah®*¥, and it would be as if he had
satiated a thousand hungry ones, and Allah-#" will Secure him from punishment of the grave
and horrors of Munkar and Nakeer’.

Tl o2 of % LT er (s o izii/? c G001 s -
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It was said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®"¥I This is the Reward, all of it for the one fasts one day, or stands
a night (for Salat), from a month of Rajah?’

Yo 550 B0 SEY 2108 o & 2 J

Rasool-Allah2%% said: ‘This is for one who does not deny the Power of Allah?? Mighty and
Majestic!’

Slary 45 Ll il cag Ll dn ol e s

Then it was said: ‘O Rasool-Allah™=®""! Rewards of a month are more extensive or Rewards of
a month of Ramazan?’

b S a5 58 U5 08 Blas O e o e 0 Jst JBS

Rasool-Allah*®"¥ said: ‘There is no comparison to Rewards of a month of Ramazan, but a
month of Rajab is a mighty month’.

L Lk 1ip 48

It was said, ‘Supposing one is not able upon standing it (for Salat)?’
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He®"W said: ‘One who prays Al Isha the last Salat, and he prays two units Salat before Al Witr

with what Allah??¥ has Taught him from the Quran, I°®*% hope that He®" will not be Stingy
upon him with this Reward’.

LB ) 455 G S e S begE 06

Sowban said, ‘Since | heard that, | have not neglected it except a little”.3’
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‘Abu Abdullah®"Ys had said when he™®"s had entered the graveyard: ‘The greeting be upon
the people of Paradise” .38

Appendix: Additional Ahadith related to the ritual in the graveyard

Some Ahadith relevant to the cemetery issues are included below, additional Ahadith may
be found in Bihar Al-Anwaar, Vol. 79 (https://hubeali.com/online-books/online-english-
books/bihar-al-anwaar/).

Sprinkling Water after Burial:
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‘Abu Abdullah@¥s said: “‘When you are free from the grave (burial), so sprinkle it with water,
then place your hand by his head and press your palm upon it after the sprinkling’.>°

‘;;”jg;vpjnwydwwjm5M»uwgwﬂ»y;u»w_;w» JL&A»tM&vd;J.{sJ st Bl 0L
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Explanation (Hadeeth) only — A report by Musa Bin Akeyl — from Abu Abdullah"* having said:
‘The Sunnah in sprinkling the water upon the grave is that you should face the Qiblah and

37 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 94 — The Book of Fasts — Ch 55 H 37
38 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 99 — The Book of Shrines — Ch 67 H 24
39 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH66 H 8
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begin from by the head to the leg, then rotate upon the grave from the other side, then sprinkle
upon middle of the grave. That is the Sunnah”.

Bidding Farewell, after Burial, by the close ones:
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah™@"Ys saying: “What is upon the family of the deceased from you is that
they should be ejecting from their deceased the meeting of Munkar and Nakeer (two
guestioning Angels)’. | said, ‘How can they do so?’
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He s said: ‘When the deceased is alone (after the burial), so let the closest one of the people
to him remain behind, and he should place his mouth by his head, then he should call out in
a high voice, ‘O so and so, son of so and so!’ Or, ‘O so and so daughter of so and so! Are you
still upon the Covenant which (you were upon) when you separated from us, from the
testimony that there is no God except for Allah-?", alone, there being no associates for Him-
azwi and that Muhammad=2"¥ is His®" servant and His?*¥ Rasool*®"%, chief of the Prophets
as and that AliesWs Amir Al Momineen®%s, chief of the successors?s, and that whatever
Muhammad="" came with is truth, and that the death is truth, and that the Resurrection is
truth, and that Allah-®" would be Resurrections the one who are in the graves’.

s 8 10 2 1 B S8 K L

He@%s said: ‘So Munkar would be saying to Nakeer: ‘Let us leave from this one, for he has
been dictated his arguments’.*°

Spreading Soil over the Coffin:
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40 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 66 H 11
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‘I was with Abu Ja’far?¥s in a funeral of a man from our companions. So when they buried
him, he®Ys stood at his grave and spread (soil) upon him, from what followed his head, three
times with his@"s handful. Then he®%* spread his"* palm upon the grave, then said, ‘O Allah
azwj| Expand the ground from both his sides, and Ascend his soul to You™@% and let him Get
Pleasure from You®"s, and Settle Your®" Mercy in his grave what would make him to be
needless from a mercy besides Yours®*, Then he%s went away’.*
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‘I saw Abu Abdullah@"“s spread the soil upon the decease. So he®"s withheld it for a while in
his®"s hand, then spread it, and he®"* did not increased upon three handfuls. So | asked him"
asws about that, and he®%s said: ‘O Umar! 1% was saying: ‘" believe in You?¥, and ratify
Your?2¥i Resurrection. [33:22] This is what Allah and His Rasool promised us, and Allah and
His Rasool spoke the truth up to His®*"l Words (and it only increased them in faith and)
submission’. This what Rasool-Allah=®*% used to do, and by it has the Sunnah flowed’.*?

Close Relatives must not Spread Soil over the Grave:
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‘A son of one of the companions of Abu Abdullah®** died. So Abu Abdullah?"s attended (the
funeral). So when he (the deceased) was placed in the chasm (Lahad), he " spread soil upon
him. Abu Abdullah®*"s grabbed with his palm and said: ‘None should spread the soil upon
him, one who was a close relative of his, for Rasool-Allah®"" forbade the parent, or one with
womb relationships, to spread soil upon the deceased’.
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So we said, ‘O son®" of Rasool-Allah®Y! Are you™"s forbidding us from this (deceased)
alone?’ So he®"s said: ‘1% am forbidding you all from spreading the soil upon your near
relatives, for that would inherit the hardness in the hearts, and the one who is hard of heart
is remote from his Lord2’ 43

41 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH65 H 3
42 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 65 H 4
43 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH65 H 5
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Pebbles may be placed over the grave but not soil from elsewhere:
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From Abu Abdullah¥s having said: ‘Do not apply clay on the grave from other than its own
clay’.4
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From Abu Abdullah?Ys having said: ‘The grave of Rasool-Allah*®"¥ was pebbly, of red
gravel’.*
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‘When Abu Al Hassan Musa@"s returned from Baghdad and went to Al Medina, and daughter
of his®%s died. So he™®"s buried her and ordered one of his®"* slaves that he should apply

clay on her grave and write her name upon a tombstone, and make it to be in her grave’.*®

o o4

E};::I;gj/};ﬂwé’;sg_jﬁd’é(J;Aﬁl;;“mde):%fJ\ST(\aMt4,_1;)9%6;;3%755%},@\9;;;;}3&%?5;\;@@5y&

£

. s

50

From Abu Abdullah@%s that the Prophet™*®"¥ forbade to increase upon the grave, soil which
did not come out from it’.#’

Offering Condolences near the Grave after Burial:

Sis oot g BAZ Y ObLn A e VB T 0B 5 3 Bl e JB o b e ot e Gl e

CSoall b

44 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 67 H 1
45 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 67 H 2
46 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 67 H 3
47 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 67 H 4
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‘There are no condolences (to be offered) except by the grave. Then you should be dispersing,
in case an event were to occur regarding the deceased, so you would be hearing the sound’.*®

°
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From Abu Abdullah®s having said: ‘The offering of condolences is the Obligation after the
burial’.*®
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‘I saw Musa?"s comforting (the bereaved) before the burial and after it’.>°
Delaying in Burial for those who lose Consciousness
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‘Abu Abdullah"s said: ‘Five would be awaited with them unless they alter — (the one who)
drowned, and the ones struck by lightning, and the one suffering from intestinal ailments, and

the one crushed, and one subjected to fumes’.>?
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‘The people at Makkah were hit by a lot of lightning during a year from the year. A lot of
people died from that. So | went over to Abu lbrahim=2"s (7" Imam*), and he?"* said
initiating from without me asking him2s"s: ‘It is befitting for the drowned one and the one
struck by lightning that they should be awaited with for three (days) not being buried except
if a smell comes out from him evidencing upon his death’. | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you-
asws| |t is as if you@*™s are informing me that a lot of the people have been buried alive!’. So

48 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 69 H 3
4 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 69 H 4
50 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 69 H 9
51 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 73 H 5
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he@%s said: ‘Yes, O Ali! A lot of people have been buried alive. They did not die except inside
their graves.>?

Installing a headstone at the Grave:
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‘From a slave girl of Abu Muhammad®s", ‘Mother? of Al-Mahdi?fi passed away during the
lifetime of Abu Muhammad®*¢, and upon her® grave was a tablet. There was written in it,
‘This is the grave of mother?®s of Muhammad-3fi”’ 53

Treading the Graves is not from a Forbidden Act:
Al g L O 1 5 5 ) it Tk 0738 5 (B sadl s 5y (B0 5wl Byl 45 55 5
And it is transmitted by Al-Sadouq in ‘Al-Fageeh’ — from Al-Kazim™%s: ‘When you enter the
graveyard, tread the graves. The one who were to be a Momin will be comforted to that, and
the one who were a hypocrite will feel its pain”.
s B 1Y 56 ob Y L B 0 s ae el L 5 Ll g e s Al dT e 22 Bl i
And it is reported by Al-Sadoug, from Sama’at, he asked him "¢ about visiting the graves and
building the Masjids in it. He %"* said: ‘Visiting the graves, there is no problem with it, and do
not build Masjids by it”.
S 5 0 O A sl sy G 2 26 5 D6 o 080 o 1 it J6 J6 T g
And from him™@"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah=®¥% said: ‘For every house there is a door, and
door of the grave is from what follows the legs of the deceased. From it is obligated that he
descends, and ascends from it”’.>*
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And Al-Sadig®"s said: ‘When you enter the grave, then recite Mother of the Book (Surah Al
Fatiha), and ‘Al Moauzateyn’, and ‘Ayat Al Kursi”.>®

52 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 73 H 6

53 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 12 H 37 (Chapters on Funerals)
54 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness —Ch 12 H5 / 5 (Chapters on Funerals)
55 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 12 H 46 c (Chapters on Funerals)
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Visiting a Cemetery:
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‘Al-Sadig@%* said: ‘When you look at the grave, then say, ‘O Allah*®"¥I Make it a garden from
the gardens of Paradise, and do not Make it a pit from pits of the fires!”’
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And he®Ys said: ‘When you take the deceased, then say, ‘In the Name of Allah®%, and by
Allah®% and upon the religion of Rasool-Allah®**! O Allah-#*"l To Your?*"l Mercy and not
to Your?i Punishment!’
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Then slide the deceased a gentle sliding. When you have placed him in his grave, place him
upon his right side facing the Qiblah, and loosen the knot of his shroud, and place his cheek
upon the soil and say, ‘I seek Refuge with Allah?™ from the Pelted Satan™! In the Name of
Allah?2¥ the Beneficent, the Merciful’, and recite (Surah) Al Hamd, and (Surah) Al Tawheed,
and ‘Al Moauzateyn’, and ‘Ayat Al-Kursi’.
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Then say, ‘O Allah??il O Lord?™! Your?™ servant and son of Your?®W servant, has lodged
with You™®W, and Your?™ are the best to be lodging with. O Allah?¥! If he was a good doer,
then Increase in his goodness, and if he was an evil doer, then Overlook from him, and Join
him with his Prophet*®"¥ Muhammad=**¥, and righteous ones of his*®"% Shias, and Guide us
and him to the Straight Path! O Allah-#¥! Your?% Pardon! Your??¥ Pardon!’

3
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Then place your left hand upon his left arm and move him with severe movement, then take
your mouth closer to his ear and say, ‘O so and so! When you are asked, then say, ‘Allah-?%
is my Lord?, and Muhammad=®"" is my Prophet="¥, and Al-Islam is my religion, and the
Quran is my Book, and Ali@%s is my Imam™@"*, until you mention all the Imams2s%s,
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And he®"s said: ‘He will answer and say, ‘Yes’.
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Then you should say, ‘May Allah?? Affirm you with the firm word and Guide you to the
Straight Path! May Allah®" Acquaint between you and your friends in the Settlement of
His?? Mercy!’
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Then you should say, ‘O Allah®"il Dry the earth on his sides and Ascent with his soul to
You?, and Indoctrinate him with proofs from You?2*i! O Allah??¥i! Your#" Pardon! Your32"
Pardon!’

e s aikd KR Sl o o) oS0 By 1T 5 k2 T 5 BA ;@U\j;q_/;nj_tjwjd\v&pablj JJ\ i

3 nla_s\&.z
Cralllal) G2 GG A

i

°

(W

N

[/\

Then place the clay and the bricks. And when you have placed the clay and the brick, you
should say, ‘O Allah?"il Connect his loneliness, and Comfort his scaredness, and Settle to him
from Your??i Mercy, such a Mercy he can be needless by it from mercy of the ones apart
from You ¥, for rather You?"l Mercy is for the unjust ones!
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Then come out from the grave and say, ‘We are for Allah"#% and are returning to Him=2%i1 O
Allah22¥l Raise his ranks in the high llliyeen, and Replace upon his posterity in the future, and
in Your? Presence is his Reckoning, O Lord?* of the worlds!’
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When they bury him, place your palm upon his grave by his head and open your fingers and
grip your palm upon it after having sprinkled with the water. When they leave, place the
mouth by his head and call out to him at the top of your voice, ‘O so and so, son of so and so!
Are you upon the Covenant which you had separated (from the world) upon, from the
testimony that there is no god except Allah?*, and Muhammad=2%¥ is Rasool-Allah**%, and
Ali Amir Al-Momineen@"s is your Imam™@%s, and so is, so and so, and so and so’ — until your
come to the last of them=@s"s,
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When that is done, one of the two Angels will say to his companion, ‘We have been sufficed
with the entering to see him regarding our questioning to him, for he has been indoctrinated!’
So they both leave from him and do not enter to see him”’.>®

56 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 12 H 43 a (Chapters on Funerals)
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