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 تَسْلِيماً.ِوَسَلَمَِِ,الطاَهِريِنِِسَيِ دِنََِمَُُمَدٍِوَِآلِهِِِعَلىِاللَُِِّوَِصَلَىِِ,الْعالَمِينِرَبِِِالْْمَْدُِللَِِِّالرحَِيمِِِالرَحْْنِِِاللَِِِّبِسْمِِ
In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief 

Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and greetings with abundant greetings. 

لِْفَ رَجَهُمِْوَالْعَنِْأعَْدَائَ هُمِْاَجَْْعِيْنِ  الَلَهُمَِصَلِ ِعَلىِمَُُمَدٍِوَآلِِمَُُمَدٍِوَعَجِ 

Multiple Burials in One Grave and Cemetery Issues 

Summary: 

Muslims, in general, believe that Islam allows for multiple burials in one grave site (2.20 x 1.25 

meters’ spot), i.e., having two to three coffins to be laid to rest in multi-story graves. For this, 

they quote a Hadith from Rasool Allah-saww (non-Shia source), under exceptional 

circumstances related to the Battle of Uhud, that Rasool Allah-saww buried two to three 

martyrs in each grave after the Battle of Uhud.   

However, Ahadith from Shia sources disallow, under all circumstances, the burial of multiple 

bodies in one grave.  

We first quote two Ahadith from the non-Shia sources: 

Non-Shia Narrations: 

Rasool Allah-saww instructed regarding the martyrs of Uhud: 

 واجعلواِالرجلينِوالثلاثةِفيِالقبِ

Place two or three men in a single grave.12 

Also, in another Riwaya from a non-Shia source, we find: 

 ِِيجِمِنِْمُعْجِزاَتهِِِصِ

From his-saww miracles –  

كُِلُِّرَجُلَيْنِِفيِقَبٍِْإِلََِّحَْْزَةَِفإَِنهَُِدُفِنَِوَحْدَهُِِ  فَدُفِنَ

So, every two men were buried in one grave except Hamza-asws, for he-asws was buried alone 

(an extract).3 

 
1 Sahih: Sahih Abu Dawood: 2754, Kitab al-Janaiz: Chapter on Deepening the Grave, Abu Dawood: 3215 
2 https://www.islamicity.org/hadith/search/index.php: Sunan an-Nasai 2017 (Book 21, Hadith 200) #16628 
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3 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 20, The book of our Prophet-saww, P 3 Ch 12 H 16 
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Shia Narrations: 

In Shia Ahadith, we do not find such an option (multiple burials at a grave) even under the 
conditions of the battles. See, for example, some Ahadith below: 

Rasool Allah-saww Buried each Martyr at the place of his Martyrdom  

In a lengthy Hadith on battle of Uhud, from Abu Al-Jaroud, from Abu Ja’far-asws it has been 
narrated:  

كَِبََِعَلَىِحَِْْ  زَةَِسَبْعِيَنِتَكْبِيرةًَِ.وَِأمََرَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِبِِلْقَتْلَىِفَجُمِعُواِفَصَلَىِعَلَيْهِمِْوَِدَفَ نَهُمِْفيِمَضَاجِعِهِمِْوَ

And Rasool-Allah-saww instructed with the killed ones, and they were gathered, and he-saww 
prayed Salat over them and buried them in their dying places, and he-saww exclaimed seventy 
Takbeers over Hamza-asws. (an extract).4 

Separate Grave for every martyr after the Battle of Siffeen: 

In a lengthy Hadith describing the Battle of Siffeen, it is: 

الَِأمَِيُرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِمَاِهَذِهِِالْقُبُورُِفَ قَالَِلَهُِقُدَامَةُِبْنُِالْعَجْلَانِِالَْْزْدِيُِّقاَلَ:ِثَُُِمَضَىِحَتََِّجُزْنََِدُورَِبَنِِِعَوْفٍِفإَِذَاِنََْنُِعَنِْأيَْْاَننَِاِبِقُبُورٍِسَبْعَةٍِأوَِْثََاَنيَِةٍِفَ قَِ
كَِانَِالنَاسُِيدُْفَ نُِيََِأمَِيَرِالْمُؤْمِنِينَِ َِبَ عْدَِمََْرَجِكَِفأََوْصَىِأَنِْيدُْفَنَِفيِالظهَْرِِوَ ِتُ وُفي ِ  ونَِفيِدُورهِِمِْوَِأفَْنِيَتِهِمِْفَدُفِنَِالنَاسُِإِلََِجَنْبِهِِِإِنَِخَبَابَِبْنَِالَْْرَتِ 

He (the narrator) said, ‘Then he-asws went until we crossed over the houses of the clan of Awf, 
and there we were with seven or eight graves on our right. Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘What 
are these graves?’ Qudama Bin Al-Ajlan Al-Azdy said to him-asws, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen-asws! 
Khabab Bin Al-Arti died after your-asws going out, and he bequeathed that he be buried at the 
outback, and the people were burying in their houses and their courtyards, so the people 
buried to his side’. 

 أَجْرَِمَنِْأَحْسَنَِعَمَلًاِِحْوَالًَِّوَِلَنِْيُضِيعَِاللَُِّفَ قَالَِرَحِمَِالَلُِّخَبَابًِِفَ قَدِْأَسْلَمَِراَغِباًِوَِهَاجَرَِطاَئعِاًِوَِعَاشَِمَُُاهِداًِوَِابْ تلُِيَِفيِجَسَدِهِِأَِ

He-asws said: ‘May Allah-azwj have Mercy on Khabab. He had become a Muslims being desirous 
and emigrated willingly, and lived as a fighter, and was afflicted with illness in his body, and 
Allah-azwj will never Waste a recompense of the one with good deeds’.  

ِالْمُقْفِِ يََرِِالْمُوحِشَةِِوَِالْمَحَالِ  رَةِِمِنَِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِوَِالْمُؤْمِنَاتِِوَِالْمُسْلِمِيَنِوَِالْمُسْلِمَاتِِأنَْ تُمِْلنََاِفَجَاءَِحَتََِّوَقَفَِعَلَيْهِمِْثَُُِقاَلَِعَلَيْكُمُِالسَلَامُِيََِأهَْلَِالدِ 
 بَعٌِوَِبِكُمِْعَمَاِقلَِيلٍِلََّحِقُونَِاللَهُمَِاغْفِرِْلنََاِوَِلََمُِْوَِتَََاوَزِْعَنَاِوَِعَنْهُمِْسَلَفٌِوَِفَ رَطٌِوَِنََْنُِلَكُمِْت َِ

He-asws came until he-asws paused at them, then said: ‘Upon you all is the greetings, O people 
of the lonely houses, the desolate places, from the believing men and the believing women, 
and the Muslim men and the Muslim women. You are the past for us and the missed, and we 

 
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 20, The book of our Prophet-saww, P 3 Ch 12 H 3 
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are following you all, joining up with you after a little while. O Allah-azwj! Forgive for us and 
them, and Overlook from us and them’.  

كِِفاتاًِأَحْياءًِوَِأمَْواتاًِِثَُُِقاَلَِالْْمَْدُِلِلَِِّالَذِيِجَعَلَِ ادَِوَِعَمِلَِِالْْمَْدُِلِلَِِّالَذِيِجَعَلَِمِنْهَاِخَلْقَنَاِوَِفِيهَاِيعُِيدُنََِوَِعَلَيْهَاِيََْشُرُنََِطوُبََِلِمَنِْذكََرَِالْمَعَِِالَْْرْضَ
 للِْحِسَابِِوَِقنَِعَِبِِلْكَفَافِِوَِرَضِيَِعَنِِاللَِِّبِذَلِكَِ

Then he-asws said: ‘The Praise is for Allah-azwj Who Made the earth like a receptacle [77:25] 
(For) the living and the dead? [77:26]. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Who Made our creation to 
be from it, and in it He-azwj will be Returning us, and upon it we will be Resurrected. Beatitude 
is for the one who remembers the Hereafter and works for the reckoning, and is content with 
the sufficient, and is pleased from Allah-azwj with that’. 

 .ثَُُِأقَْ بَلَِحَتََِّدَخَلَِسِكَةَِالثوَْريِِ يَنِفَ قَالَِخُشُّواِبَيْنَِهَذِهِِالْْبَْ يَاتِِ

Then he-asws came until he-asws entered the markets of Al-Suwriyeyn. He-asws said: ‘Go in 
between these houses’’.5 

Conclusions:  

In Shia Islam, we do not find any precedent from the Holy Ahl Al-Bayt-asws for multiple coffins 
being buried in a single grave, even under exceptional circumstances, i.e., battles. 

In the Ahadith of Ahl Al-Bayt-asws, we find that a grave should not be any deeper than 1.6 
meters and not raised above ground more than 10 cm, nor should soil be added other than 
the soil extracted from the grave.   

The plastering of the grave is also disliked (see Ahadith below).  Hence, there is little room to 
build multilevel graves under any conditions. 

Under the conditions of compulsion, however, there is more leeway, e.g., eating of forbidden 
meat to save a life, see for example:  

https://hubeali.com/article/compulsion-and-coercion 

Under the exceptional conditions of compulsion, Allah-azwj is the foremost in accepting the 
excuses: 

كَِانَِالَلُِّأعَْذَرَِلعَِبْدِهِِ.شَيِْقاَلَِأبَوُِبَصِيٍرِأيَْضاًِسُئِلَِعَنِْذَلِكَِفَ قَالَِمَنِْجَعَلَِلِلَِِّعَلَىِنَ فْسِهِِشَيْئاًِفَ بَلَغَِمَُْهُودَهُِفَلَاِ  ءَِعَلَيْهِِوَ

Abu Baseer also said, ‘He-asws was asked about that. He-asws said: ‘One who makes something 
for Allah-azwj upon himself, so he strives extensively, there is nothing upon him, and Allah-azwj 
is more Excusing for His-azwj servant’.6 

 
5 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H 461 a 
6 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 100 – The Book of Contracts and Declarations – CH 128 H 28 

https://hubeali.com/article/compulsion-and-coercion
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The topics of death to grave, preparing for death and funeral rituals and women and their 

presence during burial, have been covered in detail elsewhere, 

https://hubeali.com/article/death-bed-to-grave 

https://hubeali.com/article/death-preparation 

https://hubeali.com/article/funeral-rituals-and-women-and-their-presence-in-a-graveyard 

Here, we present some additional Ahadith related to the grave and burial issues. Additional 

details on graves and burials may be found in Bihar Al-Anwaar, V 79 

(https://hubeali.com/online-books/online-english-books/bihar-al-anwaar/). 

Renewal (extension and digging deeper) of Graves is Forbidden: 

سْلَامِِِالمحاسنِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِابْنِِسِنَانٍِعَنِْأَبِِالْْاَرُودِِعَنِْابْنِِنُ بَاتَةَِقاَلَِقاَلَِأمَِيُرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِ ِِ.مَنِْجَدَدَِقَبْاًِأوَِْمَثَلَِمِثاَلًَِّفَ قَدِْخَرجََِمِنَِالِْْ

(The book) ‘Al Mahasin’ – from his father, from Ibn Sinan, from Abu Al Jaroud, from Ibn Nubata who said,  

‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘One who renews (constructs further) a grave, or makes a 
resemblance, he has exited from Al-Islam’’.7 

لِمثالَّ«ِوِالَّختلافِفيِتصحيحِالكلمة»ِحدد«ِمنِالتحديد،ِو»ِجدث«ِمنِالْدث،ِو»ِخدد«ِمنِالخدِوِالتخديد،ِوِأماِمعنىِقولهِعليهِالسلام:»ِمنِمث
كِماِعرفتِ.  فهوِتمثيلِالمثالِلآلَةِالمشركين،ِوِهوِالصنم

Notes – And the differing is in correcting the word ‘Hadad’, from the making a boundary, and 
‘Jadas’ from making a tomb, and ‘Khadad’ from the furrowing and the grooving. And as for 
meaning his-asws words: ‘One who makes a resemblance’, it is the sculptures representing gods 
of the Polytheists, and it is the idol, like what is known. 

ِعليهِالسلامِأن هِقال:ِمنِمثلِمثالَِّأوِاقتنىكِلباِفقدِخرجِمن181ِوِروىِالصدوقِفيِالمعاني:ِ الْسلام،ِفقيلِِ،ِعنِماجيلويهِعنِعمهِعنِالبقيِعنِالنهيكىِرفعهِالَِأبِِعبدِاللّ 
كِثيرِمنِالناس،ِفقال:ِليسِحيثِذهبتم،ِانماِعنيتِبقولَ»ِمنِمثلِمثالَّ«ِمنِنصبِدين ،ِوِدعاِالناسِإليها،ِوِبقولَ:»ِمنِاقتنىكِلبا«:ِمبغضاِلناِأهلِِله:ِهلكِإذا اِغيرِدينِاللّ 

ِالبيت،ِاقتناهِفأطعمهِوِسقاه،ِمنِفعلِذلكِفقدِخرجِمنِالْسلامِ.

And it is reported by Al-Sadouq in ‘Al-Ma’any’ (page) 181 – from Majaylawiya, from his uncle, 
from Al-Barqy, from Al-Naheyki, raising it to Abu Abdullah-asws, may the greeting be upon 
him-asws having said ‘One who makes a resemblance, or keeps a dog, he has exited from Al-
Islam’. It was said to him-asws, ‘Then most of the people are destroyed!’ He-asws said: ‘It isn’t 
where you are going (with it). But rather, I-asws meant with my-asws words, ‘The one who makes 
a resemblance’, is one who installs a religion other than religion of Allah-azwj and calls the 
people to it, and with my-asws words, ‘One who owns a dog’, one hateful to us-asws People-asws 
of the Household. Keeping it is feeding him and quenching him. One who does that, so he has 
exited from Al-Islam. 

 
7 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 76 – The Book of Evil deeds – Ch 107 H 1 

https://hubeali.com/article/death-bed-to-grave
https://hubeali.com/article/death-preparation
https://hubeali.com/article/funeral-rituals-and-women-and-their-presence-in-a-graveyard
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لََِّتَ بْنُواِعَلَىِالْقُبُورِِوَِلََِّتُصَو رُِواِسُقُوفَِِِبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَِ:الْمَحَاسِنُ،ِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالنَضْرِِبْنِِسُوَيْدٍِعَنِِالْقَاسِمِِبْنِِسُلَيْمَانَِعَنِْجَراَحٍِالْمَدَائِنِِِ ِعَنِْأَِِ
ِِ.الْبيُُوتِِفإَِنَِرَسُولَِاللَِِّصكَِرهَِِذَلِكَِ

(The book) ‘Al Mahasin’ – from his father, from Al Nazr Bin Suweyd, from Al Qasim Bin Suleyman, from Jarrah Al 
Madainy, from; 

Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘Do not build upon the graves nor draw pictures on ceilings of the 
houses, for Rasool-Allah-saww disliked that’’.8 

ِنَََىِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِأَنِْيُصَلَىِعَلَىِقَبٍِْأوَِْيُ عْقَدَِعَلَيْهِِأوَِْيُ بْنَىِعَلَيْهِِ.ِعَنِِالصَادِقِِعِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعِقاَلَ:ِوَِقَدِْرَوَىِيوُنُسُِبْنُِظبَْيَانَِتحقيقِ

Research (Ahadeeth only) – And it has been reported by Yunus Bin Zabyan, from Al-Sadiq-asws, 
from his-asws father-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww prohibited from praying Salat at a grave, 
or sitting upon it, or building upon it’’. 

A Grave should not be deeper than 1.6 Meters 

ِصَلَوَاتُِاللَِِّعَلَيْهِِ كَِرهَِِأَنِْيُ عَمَقَِالْقَبُِْفَ وْقَِثَلَاثةَِِأذَْرعٍُِوَِأَنِْيُ زاَدَِعَلَيْهِِتُ راَبٌِغَيْرُِمَاِخَرجََِمِنْهُِِوَِعَنِْعَلِيٍ  ِ.أنَهَُ

And from Ali-asws, may the Salawaat of Allah-azwj be upon him-asws, he-asws disliked the grave to 
be deeper than three cubits9, and to increase the soil upon it other than what had come out 
from it.10 

كَِانَِأَكْثَرَِفَلَاِبََْسَِوَِيَِ  كُونُِمُسَطَحاًِلََِّيَكُونُِمُسَنَماًِوَِالسُّنَةُِأَنَِالْقَبَِْتُ رْفَعُِأرَْبَعَِأَصَابِعَِمُفَرجََةًِمِنَِالَْْرْضِِوَِإِنْ

And the Sunnah is that the grave should be raised to four separated fingers from the ground, 
and if it were to be more, there is no problem, and it should be flat, and not humped’.11 

A Grave must not be Raised more than Four Fingers (10 cm) above ground 
level and not Plastered: 

ِبْنِِعَبْدِِالْعَزيِزِِعَنِْأَبِِعُبَيْدٍِا ِعَنِْعَلِيِ  أنَهَُِنَََىِعَنِْتَ قْصِيصِِِِلْقَاسِمِِبْنِِسَلَامٍِبِِِسْنَادٍِمُتَصِلٍِإِلََِالنَبِِ ِصِمَعَانيِالَْْخْبَارِ،ِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِهَارُونَِالزَنَْْاني ِ
ِوتَِإِذَاِجَصَصْتَهَاِ.الْقُبُورِِوَِهُوَِالتَجْصِيصُِوَِذَاكَِأَنَِالِْْصَِيُ قَالُِلَهُِالْقَصَةُِيُ قَالُِمِنْهُِقَصَصْتُِالْقُبُورَِوَِالْبُيُِ

(The book) ‘Ma’any Al Akhbar’ – from Muhammad Bin Haroun Al Zanjany, from Ali Bin Abdul Aziz, from Abu 
Ubeyd Al Qasim Bin Sallam, 

‘By a chain connected to the Prophet-saww, he-saww prohibited from ‘Taqsees’ of the graves, and 
it is the plastering, and that is because the plaster is called ‘Al-Qassa’. It is said, the plaster of 
the graves and the houses are from it, when you were to plaster these.12 

 
8 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 12 H 4 (Chapters on Funerals) 
9 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cubit 
10 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 12 H 5 / 13 (Chapters on Funerals) 
11 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 12 H 30 
12 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 12 H 29 (Chapters on Funerals) 
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ِإِلََِجَعْفَرِِبِْ نِِمَُُمَدٍِوَِأمََرَهُِأَنِْيُكَفِ نَهُِفيِبُ رْدِهِِالَذِيكَِانَِيُصَلِ يِفِيهِِالْْمُُعَةَِِفَ قَالَِاكْتُبِْهَذَاِمَاِأوَْصَىِبِهِِيَ عْقُوبُِبنَِيهِِإِلََِأَنِْقاَلَِوَِأوَْصَىِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِعَلِيٍ 
مَهُِبِعِمَامَتِهِِوَِ ِ.ِأَنِْيُ رَبِ عَِقَبْهَُِوَِيَ رْفَ عَهُِأرَْبَ عَةَِأَصَابِعَِوَِأَنِْيََُلَِعَنْهُِأَطْمَارَهُِعِنْدَِدَفْنِهِِالَْْدِيثَِوَِأَنِْيُ عَمِ 

He-asws said: ‘Write this what Yaqoub-as had bequeathed with to his-as sons’ – up to he-asws said 
– ‘And Muhammad-asws Bin Ali-asws bequeaths to Ja’far-asws Bin Muhammad-asws and instructs 
him-asws to enshroud him-asws in his-asws cloak which he-asws used to pray the Friday Salat in, and 
to turban him-asws with his-asws turban, and to square his-asws grave and raise it four fingers, and 
loosen from him-asws his-asws old clothes during his-asws burial’ – the Hadeeth’’.13 

The Grave Place is Ordained and Sunnah is to Bury where one dies: 

عْتُِأبََِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِيَ قُولُِإِنَِعِدَةٌِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْسَهْلِِبْنِِزيََِدٍِعَنِِالَْْجَالِِعَنِِابْنِِبُكَيْرٍِعَنِْأَبِِمِنْهَالٍِعَنِِالْْاَرِثِِِ بْنِِالْمُغِيرةَِِقاَلَِسََِ
بْةَِِالَتِِِيدُْفَنُِفِيهَاِفَمَاثَ هَاِفيِالنُّطْفَةِِفَلَاِيَ زاَلُِقَ لِِْالنُّطْفَةَِإِذَاِوَقَ عَتِْفيِالرَحِمِِبَ عَثَِ  بُهُِيََِنُِّإلَِيْهَاِحَتََِّيدُْفَنَِفِيهَاِِ.الَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِمَلَكاًِفأََخَذَِمِنَِالتُُّّ

A number of our companions, from Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Al Hajjal, from Ibn Bukeyr, from Abu Minhal, from Al 
Haris Bin Al Mugheira who said,  

‘I heard Abu Abdullah-asws saying: ‘When the seed falls into the womb, Allah-azwj Mighty and 
Majestic Sends an Angel who takes from the soil in which he is to be buried, so he dissolves it 
in the seed. So, his heart does not cease to yearn towards it until he is buried in it’.14  

ِعَنِِالْقَاسِمِِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْإِبْ راَهِيمَِبْنِِمََْلَدٍِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِبَشِيرٍِ ِبْنِِحَاتٍِِ سَألَْتُِأبََِِجَعْفَرٍِِِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِسِنَانٍِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّالْقَزْوِينِِِ ِقاَلَ:الْعِلَلُ،ِعَنِْعَلِيِ 
نْسَانُِهَاهُنَاِوَِيَْوُتُِفيِمَوْضِعٍِآخَرَِ ِعِلَةٍِيوُلَدُِالِْْ  عِفَ قُلْتُِلَِْيِ 

(The book) ‘Al Ilal’ – from Ali Bin Hatim, from Al Qasim Bin Muhammad, from Ibrahim Bin Makhlad, from 
Muhammad Bin Bashir, from Muhammad Bin Sinan, from Abu Abdullah Al Qazwiny who said,  

‘I asked Abu Ja’far-asws. I said, ‘For which reason does the human being get born over here and 
he dies in another place?’ 

كُِلِ ِإِنْسَا ِ.نٍِإِلََِتُ رْبتَِهِِقاَلَِلَِْنَِالَلَِّتَ بَارَكَِوَِتَ عَالََِلَمَاِخَلَقَِخَلْقَهُِخَلَقَهُمِْمِنِْأدَِيِمِالَْْرْضِِفَمَرْجِعُ

He-asws said: ‘Because when Allah-azwj Blessed and Exalted Created His-azwj creatures, He-azwj 
Created them from surface of the earth, therefore every human being returns to his soil’’.15 

عليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِأتََىِالْعَبَاسُِأمَِيَرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِفَ قَالَِيََِعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِابْنِِأَبِِعُمَيْرٍِعَنِْحَْاَدٍِعَنِِالْْلََبِِ ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِ
يُرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِنِْيَدْفِنُواِرَسُولَِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِفيِبقَِيعِِالْمُصَلَىِوَِأَنِْيَ ؤُمَهُمِْرَجُلٌِمِنْهُمِْفَخَرجََِأمَِِعَلِيُِّإِنَِالنَاسَِقَدِِاجْتَمَعُواِأَِ

ِأدُْفَنُِفيِالْبُقْعَةِِالَتِِِأقُْ بَضُِفِيهَاِإِلََِالناَسِِفَ قَالَِيََِأيَ ُّهَاِالناَسُِإِنَِرَسُولَِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِإِمَا  مٌِحَي اًِوَِمَيِ تاًِوَِقاَلَِإِني ِ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, from Hammad, from Al Halby,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Al-Abbas came over to Amir Al-
Momineen-asws, so he said, ‘O Ali-asws! The people are gathering that they would be burying 

 
13 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 12 H 36 (Chapters on Funerals) 
14 Al Kafi V 3 – The Book Of Funerals CH 69 H 2 
15 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 12 H 14 (Chapters on Funerals) 
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Rasool-Allah-saww in the spot of the Praying place, and that a man from them would be leading 
the (funeral) Salat. So, Amir Al-Momineen-asws came out to the people and he-asws said: ‘O you 
people! Rasool-Allah-saww is an Imam-asws, be he-saww alive or expired, and he-saww said: ‘I-saww 
want to be buried in the spot in which I-saww would pass away’.   

 ثَُُِقاَلَِعَلَىِالْبَابِِفَصَلَىِعَلَيْهِِثَُُِأمََرَِالنَاسَِعَشَرَةًِعَشَرَةًِيُصَلُّونَِعَلَيْهِِثَُُِيََْرُجُونَِ.

Then Imam Ali-asws said: ‘(Come) at the door, so pray Salat upon him-saww’. Then he-asws 
instructed the people, ten by ten to be praying Salat upon him-saww. Then they went out’.16  

Burial of Imam Ali Reza-asws in the Vicinity of Haroon Ar-Rasheed-la 

ِهَارُونُِبْنُِالْمُسَيَبِِأَنِْيُ وَاقِعَِمَُُمَدَِبْنَِجَعْفَرٍِقاَلَِلِِأبَوُِالَْْسَنِِالُْْسَيْنُِبْنُِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْمُعَلَىِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْمُسَافِرٍِوَِعَنِِالْوَشَاءِِعَنِْمُسَافِرٍِقاَلَِلَمَاِأرَاَدَِ
عَلِمْتَِهَذَاِفَ قُلِْرأَيَْتُِفيِِِِيْهِِوَِقُلِْلَهُِلََِّتََْرجُِْغَداًِفإَِنَكَِإِنِْخَرَجْتَِغَداًِهُزمِْتَِوَِقتُِلَِأَصْحَابُكَِفإَِنِْسَألََكَِمِنِْأيَْنَِالر ضَِاِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِاذْهَبِْإلَِِ

 الْمَنَامِِِ

Al Husayn Bin Muhammad, from Moalla Bin Muhammad, from Musafir, and from Al Washha, from Musafir who 
said,  

‘When Al-Haroun Ibn Al-Musayyab intended to fight Muhammad Bin Ja’far, Abu Al-Hassan Al-
Reza-asws said to me: ‘Go to him and say to him, ‘Do not go out tomorrow, for you, if you do 
go out tomorrow, would be overcome and your companions would be killed’. So if he asks 
you from where you have come to know this, so say, ‘I saw it in the dream’.  

قَالَِلِِمِنِْأيَْنَِعَلِمْتَِهَذَاِفَ قُلْتُِرأَيَْتُِفيِالْمَنَامِِفَ قَالَِنََمَِِقاَلَِفأَتََ يْتُهُِفَ قُلْتُِلَهُِجُعِلْتُِفِدَاكَِلََِّتََْرجُِْغَداًِفإَِنَكَِإِنِْخَرَجْتَِهُزمِْتَِوَِقتُِلَِأَصْحَابُكَِف َِ
 ِفاَنَْزََمَِوَِقتُِلَِأَصْحَابهُُِالْعَبْدُِوَِلََِْيَ غْسِلِِاسْتَهُِثَُُِخَرجََِ

He (the narrator) said, ‘So I went over to him and said to him, ‘May I be sacrificed for you! Do 
not go out tomorrow, for if you do go out, you would be overcome and your companions 
would be killed’. So he said to me, ‘From where did you come to know this?’ So I said, ‘I saw 
it in the dream’. So he said, ‘The slave sleeps and does not (even) wash his behind?’ Then he 
did go out, and he was overcome and his companions were killed’.  

كُِنْتُِمَعَِأَبِِالَْْسَنِِالر ضَِاِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِبِِنًىِفَمَرَِيََْيََِبْنُِخَالِدٍِ فَ غَطَىِرأَْسَهُِمِنَِالْغبَُارِِفَ قَالَِمَسَاكِيُنِلََِّيدَْرُونَِمَاِيََُلُِّبِِِمِِِْقاَلَِوَِحَدَثَنِِِمُسَافِرٌِقاَلَ
كَِهَاتَيْنِِوَِضَمَِإِصْبَعَيْهِِِفيِهَذِهِِالسَنَةِِثَُُِقاَلَِوَِأعَْجَبُِ  مِنِْهَذَاِهَارُونُِوَِأنَََ

He (the narrator) said, ‘And Musafir narrated to me saying, ‘I was with Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza-

asws at Mina, and Yahya Bin Khalid passed by, and he had covered his head from the dust. So 
he-asws said: ‘The poor are not knowing what would be happening with them during this year’. 
Then he-asws said: ‘And even more strange than this is that Haroun and I-asws would be like this’, 
and he-asws pressed his two fingers together’.  

 قاَلَِمُسَافِرٌِفَ وَِاللَِِّمَاِعَرَفْتُِمَعْنَىِحَدِيثِهِِحَتََِّدَفَ نَاهُِمَعَهُِ

 
16 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Divine Authority CH 111 H 37 
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Musafir said, ‘So, by Allah-azwj, I did not know the meaning of his-asws Hadeeth until Imam Al-
Reza-asws was buried with (near to) him’.17  

It is from the Sunnah to leave instructions regarding one’s Burial: 

بْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِإِنَِأَبِِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِاسْتَوْدَعَنِِِعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِْيوُنُسَِبْنِِعَبْدِِالرَحَْْنِِعَنِْعَبْدِِالَْْعْلَىِعَنِْأَبِِعَِ
 عُِلِِشُهُوداًِفَدَعَوْتُِلَهُِأرَْبَ عَةًِمِنِْقُ رَيْشٍِفِيهِمِْنََفِعٌِمَوْلََِعَبْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِعُمَرَِمَاِهُنَاكَِفَ لَمَاِحَضَرَتْهُِالْوَفاَةُِقاَلَِادِْ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Yunus Bin Abdul Rahman, from Abdul A’ala,  

Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘My-asws father-asws entrusted me-asws with whatever was there. So when 
the death presented itself to him-asws, he-asws said: ‘Call witnesses for me-asws’. So I-asws called 
four (people) from the Qureysh for him-asws, among them was Nafi’u a slave of Abdullah Bin 
Umar.  

ِإِلََِجَعْفَرِِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِوَِِفَ قَالَِاكْتُبِْهَذَاِمَاِأوَْصَىِبِهِِيَ عْقُوبُِبنَِيهِِيَِبَنَِِِإِنَِالَلَِّاصْطفَىِلَكُمُِالدِ ينَِفَلاِتَموُتُنَِإِلََِّ ِوَِأنَْ تُمِْمُسْلِمُونَِوَِأوَْصَىِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِعَلِيٍ 
مَهُِبِعِمَامَتِهِِوَِأَنِْيُ رَبِ عَِقَبْهَُِوَِيَ رْفَ عَهُِأرَْبَِأمََرَهُِأَنِْيُكَفِ نَهُِفيِبُ رْدِِ  عَِأَصَابِعَِوَِأَنِْيََُلَِعَنْهُِأَطْمَارَهُِعِنْدَِدَفْنِهِِهِِالَذِيكَِانَِيُصَلِ يِفِيهِِالْْمُُعَةَِوَِأَنِْيُ عَمِ 

So, he-asws said: ‘Write! This is what Yaqoub-as bequeathed with to his-as sons [2:132] O my 
sons! Surely Allah has Chosen for you the Religion, therefore die not unless you are Muslims 
(submitters). And Muhammad-asws Bin Ali-asws is bequeathing to Ja’far-asws Bin Muhammad-asws 
and instructing him-asws that he-asws should enshroud him-asws in his-asws cloak which he-asws used 
to pray the Friday Salat in it, and that he-asws should turban him-asws with a turban, and that 
he-asws should square his-asws grave raising it to four fingers, and that he-asws should loosen his-

asws shroud during his-asws burial.  

كَِانَِفيِهَذَاِبََِِ كَِرهِْتُِأَنِْتُ غْلَبَِوَِأَنِْيُ قَالَِإِنهَُِلََِْيوُصَِِثَُُِقاَلَِللِشُّهُودِِانْصَرفُِواِرَحَِْكُمُِالَلُِّفَ قُلْتُِلَهُِيََِأبََتِِبَ عْدَِمَاِانْصَرَفُواِمَا نِْتُشْهِدَِعَلَيْهِِفَ قَالَِيََِبُنََِ
 نَِلَكَِالُْْجَةُِ.إلِيَْهِِفأََرَدْتُِأَنِْتَكُوِ

Then he-asws said to the witnesses: ‘You can leave, may Allah-azwj have Mercy on you all’. So I 
said to him-asws after they had left: ‘O father-asws! It wasn’t regarding this that you-asws got them 
to witness upon’. So he-asws said: ‘O my-asws son-asws! I-asws disliked you-asws to be overcome, and 
that it should be said, ‘He-asws did not bequeath to him-asws’. So I-asws wanted it to become a 
proof for you-asws’.18  

Hastening in the Burial 

ِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِالنَضْرِِعَنِْعَمْروِِبْنِِشِِْرٍِعَنِْجَابِرٍِعَِ ِالَْْشْعَريُِِّعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِسَالٍَِ نِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِِأبَوُِعَلِيٍ 
ظِرُواِبِوَْتَاكُمِْطلُُوعَِالشَمْسِِوَِمَاتَِلَهُِمَيِ تٌِفاَنْ تَظرََِبِهِِالصُّبْحَِوَِلََِّرَجُلًاِمَاتَِلَهُِمَيِ تٌِنََاَراًِفاَنْ تَظرََِبِهِِاللَيْلَِلََِّتَ نْتَِِِوآلهِ(ِيََِمَعْشَرَِالنَاسِِلََِّألُْفِيَنَِرَجُلًاِ

 سُِوَِأنَْتَِيََِرَسُولَِاللَِِّيَ رْحَُْكَِالَلُِّ.لََِّغُرُوبَِاَِعَجِ لُواِبِِِمِْإِلََِمَضَاجِعِهِمِْيَ رْحَُْكُمُِالَلُِّفَ قَالَِالنَا

Abu Ali Al Ashary, from Muhammad Bin Salim, from Ahmad bin Al Nazar, from Amro Bin Shimr, from Jabir,  

 
17 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Divine Authority CH 121 H 9 
18 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Divine Authority CH 70 H 8 
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘O group of 
people! He should not delay, a man from whom there is a deceased, so that he waits with him 
for the morning, nor a man for whom there is a deceased by the day so he await with him for 
the night; and do not wait with your dead ones for the emergence of the sun, nor for its 
setting. Hasten with them to their sleeping places. May Allah-azwj have Mercy on you’. So the 
people said, ‘And you-saww, O Rasool-Allah-saww, may Allah-azwj have Mercy on you (as well)’.19  

ِعَنِِْمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيََْيََِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِأَحَْْدَِعَنِِالْعَبَاسِِبْنِِمَعْرُوفٍِعَنِِالْيَعْقُوبِِ ِعَنِْمُوسَىِبْنِِعِي سَىِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِمُيَسِ رٍِعَنِْهَارُونَِبْنِِالْْهَْمِِعَنِِالسَكُوني ِ
 الَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِإِذَاِمَاتَِالْمَيِ تُِأوََلَِالنَهَارِِفَلَاِيقَِيلُِإِلََِّفيِقَبْهِِِ.أَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِقَِ

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Muhammad Bin Ahmad, from Al Abbas Bin Marouf, from Al Yaqouby, from Musa 
Bin Isa, from Muhammad Bin Muyassar, from Haroun Bin Al Jahm, from Al Sakuny,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘When the 
dying one dies at the beginning of the day, he should not snooze except in his grave’ (spend 
night in the grave – so should be buried during the day).20  

نِِالْوَشَاءِِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِعَائِذٍِعَنِْأَبِِخَدِيَجةَِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِعَلِيُِّبْنُِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْصَالِحِِبْنِِأَبِِحَْاَدٍِوَِالُْْسَيْنُِبْنُِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْمُعَلَىِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِجَِْيعاًِعَِ
 يَْوُتُِوَِيتُُّْكَُِوَحْدَهُِإِلََِّلَعِبَِبِهِِالشَيْطاَنُِفيِجَوْفِهِِ.ِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِليَْسَِمِنِْمَيِ تٍِ

Ali Bin Muhammad, from Salih Bin Abu Hammad, and Al Husayn Bin Muhammad, from Moalla Bin Muhammad, 
altogether from Al Washha, from Ahmad Bin A’iz, from Abu Khadeeja,  

Abu Abdullah-asws says: ‘There is none from the deceased who dies and he is left alone except 
that the Satan-la would play with him in his inside’.21  

NB: Burial may be delayed for those who lose consciousness due to an accident, see Ahadith 

in the Appendix. 

Turning the Face of the Deceased towards Qiblah: 

ِبْنِِمَُْبُوبٍِعَنِِالْعَبَاسِِبْنِِمَعْرُوفٍِعَنِْعَبْدِِ ِِوَِِاللَِِّبْنِِالْمُغِيرةَِِعَنِْذَريِحٍِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِفيِحَدِيثٍِقاَلَ:ِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِالَْْسَنِِبِِِسْنَادِهِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعَلِيِ 
كَِمَاِيَجْعَلُِالنَاسُِِِللِْقِبْلَةِِِالْمَيِ تَِِوَجَهْتَِِإِذَا  فاَسْتَقْبِلِْبِوَجْهِهِِالْقِبْلَةَِلََِّتََْعَلْهُِمُعْتَُِّضاً

Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, with his chain of transmission, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Mahbub, 
on the authority of al-Abbas ibn Maruf, on the authority of Abdullah Ibn Al-Mughira, on the authority of Dharih 

Imam Abu Abdullah-asws, through a chain of narrators that Imam-asws said: Contrary to our foes, 
you should place the dead body in the direction of Qiblah so that his face is towards Qiblah.22 

 
19 Al Kafi V 3 – The Book Of Funerals CH 14 H 1 
20 Al Kafi V 3 – The Book Of Funerals CH 14 H 2 
21 Al Kafi V 3 – The Book Of Funerals CH 15 H 1 
22  Wasil u Shia Vol-2,Page-491 
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عُوهُِفيِلَْْدِهِِعَلَىِجَنْبِهِِالَْْيْْنَِِمُسْتَقْبِلَِالْقِبْلَةِِِأنَهَُِشَهِدَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّجِنَازَةَِرَجُلٍِمِنِْبَنِِِعَبْدِِالْمُطلَِبِِفَ لَمَاِأنَْ زلَُوهُِفيِقَبْهِِِقاَلَِأَضْجِِِِوَِعَنْهُِصَلَوَاتُِاللَِِّعَلَيْهِِ
للَهُمَِلَقِ نْهُِحُجَتَهُِوَِصَعِ دِْرُوحَهُِوَِِقَالَِللَِذِيِوَليَِهُِضَعِْيَدَكَِعَلَىِأنَْفِهِِحَتََِّيَ تَبَيَنَِلَكَِاسْتِقْبَالُِالْقِبْلَةِِثَُُِقاَلَِقُولُواِاوَِلََِّتَكُبُّوهُِلِوَجْهِهِِوَِلََِّتُ لْقُوهُِلِظَهْرهِِِثَُُِ

ِلَقِ هِِمِنْكَِرضِْوَانًَِ.

And from him-asws, may the Salawaat of Allah-azwj be upon him-asws: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww attended 
a funeral of a man from the clan of Abdul Muttalib. When they descended him into his grave, 
he-saww said: ‘Lie him down in his Lahad upon his right side facing the Qiblah, and do not lay 
him prone upon his face nor cast him on his back!’23 

  يُ فْعَلُِبِهِِمَاِيُ فْعَلُِبِِلشَهِيدِِسُئِلَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِوَِأنَََِحَاضِرٌِعَنِْرَجُلٍِقتُِلَِفَ قُطِعَِرأَْسُهُِفيِمَعْصِيَةِِاللَِِّأَِيُ غَسَلُِأمَِِْعَنِِالْعَلَاءِِبْنِِسَيَابةََِقاَلَ:

From Al-'Ala ibn Sayaba who said: Abu Abdullah-asws was asked while I was present about a 
man who was killed and his head was cut off in disobedience to Allah-azwj - should he be 
washed or should he be treated as a martyr is treated? 

صَب اًِوَِلََِّيدُْلَكُِ ِعَلَيْهِِالْمَاءُِ جَسَدُهُِوَِيُ بْدَأُِبِِلْيَدَيْنِِوَِالدُّبرُِِوَِيُ رْبَطُِجِراَحَاتهُُِبِِلْقُطْنِِوَِالْخيُُوطِِوَِِِفَ قَالَِإِذَاِقتُِلَِفيِمَعْصِيَتِهِِيُ غْسَلُِأوََلًَِّمِنْهُِالدَمُِثَُُِيُصَبُّ
 نُِعُصِ بَِإِذَاِوُضِعَِعَلَيْهِِالْقُطِْ

Imam-asws said: When he is killed in his disobedience, first the blood should be washed from 
him, then water should be poured over him without rubbing his body. Start with the hands 
and back, and bind his wounds with cotton and threads. When cotton is placed on him, it 
should be tied. 

كَِذَلِكَِمَوْضِعُِالرأَْسِِيَ عْنِِِالرقََ بَةَِ ِعَلَيْهِِالْْنَُوطُِثَُُِيوُضَعُِالْقُطْنُِفَ وْقَِالرقََ بَةِِوَِإِنِِاسْتَطعَْتَِأَنِْتُ عَصِ بَهُِفاَوَِيُجْعَلُِلَهُِمِنَِالْقُطْنِِشَيِْ وَ كَِثِيٌرِوَِيذَُرُّ  فْ عَلِْءٌ

Similarly, for the head area, meaning the neck, place a large amount of cotton on it and 
sprinkle camphor on it, then place cotton above the neck, and if you can bind it, do so. 

كَِيْفَِيُ غَسَلُِفَ قَالَِيَ غْسِلُِالرأَْسَِإِذَاِغَسَِ كَِانَِالرأَْسُِقَدِْبَِنَِمِنَِالَْْسَدِِوَِهُوَِمَعَهُ لَِالْيَدَيْنِِوَِالسُّفْلَةَِبدُِئَِِقُ لْتُِفإَِنْ
 لرأَْسُِوَِيُجْعَلُِفيِالْكَفَنِِِبِِلرأَْسِِثَُُِبِِلَْْسَدِِثَُُِيوُضَعُِالْقُطْنُِفَ وْقَِالرقََ بَةِِوَِيُضَمُِّإلِيَْهِِا

I asked: If the head was separated from the body but is present with it, how should it be 
washed? Imam-asws said: Wash the head after washing the hands and lower parts, starting 
with the head, then the body. Then, place cotton above the neck and join the head to it and 
place it in the shroud. 

كَِذَلِكَِإِذَاِصِرْتَِإِلََِالْقَبِِْتَ نَاوَلْتَهُِمَعَِالَْْسَدِِ  .للِْقِبْلَةِِِوَجَهْتَهُِِوَِِاللَحْدَِِأدَْخَلْتَهُِِِوَِوَ

And likewise, when you reach the grave, take it with the body and place it in the tomb and 
direct it towards the Qiblah.24 

 
23 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 12 H 5 / 8 (Chapters on Funerals) 
 وسائل الشيعة، ج2، ص: 512 24
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Rewards of Digging (Preparing) a Grave: 

كَِمَنِْعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِابْنِِأَبِِعُمَيْرٍِعَنِْسَيْفِِبْنِِعَمِيرةََِعَنِْسَعْدِِبْنِِطَريِفٍِعَنِْأَبِِ كَِانَ ِجَعْفَرٍِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِمَنِْحَفَرَِلِمَيِ تٍِقَبْاً
 ِ.ِبَ وَأهَُِبَ يْتاًِمُوَافِقاًِإِلََِيَ وْمِِالْقِيَامَةِِ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, from Sayf Bin Umeyra, from Sa’ad Bin Tareyf,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far-asws having said: ‘The one who digs a grave for a 
deceased would be like the one provides a compatible house up to the Day of Judgement’.25 

ينِ،ِبِِِسْنَادِهِِاَِإِلََِأَبِِهُرَيْ رَةَِوَِابْنِِعَبَاسٍِقاَلَِّقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِِّ- مَنِِاحْتَفَرَِلِمُسْلِمٍِقَبْاًِمُُْتَسِباًِحَرَمَهُِالَلُِّعَلَىِالناَرِِوَِبَ وَأهَُِِِصثَ وَابُِالَْْعْمَالِ،ِوَِأعَْلَامُِالدِ 
ِعَاءَِ.بَ يْتاًِفيِالْْنََةِِوَِأوَْرَدَهُِحَوْضاًِفِيهِِمِنَِالَْْبَِريِقِِعَدَدَِالنُّجُومِِعَرْضُهُِمَاِبَيْنَِأبُُ لَةَِوَِصَنِْ

(The book) ‘Sawaab Al Amaal’, and ‘A’lam Al Deen, by their chains to Abu Hureyra and Ibn Abbas who both said,  

‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘The one who digs a grave for a Muslim anticipating (Rewards), 
Allah-azwj will Prohibit him unto the Fire, and his abode will be a house in the Paradise, and 
Make him arrive to a fountain wherein are pitchers the number of stars, and it’s width is what 
is between Ubullah and Sana’a’’.26  

ِبيانِالْْبُُ لَةُِاسمِجبلِبينِمكةِوِالمدينةِقربِينبعِ.

Explanation – ‘Ubullah’ is a name of a mountain between Makkah and Al-Medina, near Yanbu. 

ِهُِالَلُِّفيِظِلِ هِِيَ وْمَِلََِّظِلَِإِلََِّظِلُّهُِ.وَِمَنِْحَفَرَِقَبْاًِلِمُسْلِمٍِبَنَىِالَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِلَهُِبَ يْتاًِفيِالْْنََةِِوَِمَنِْأنَْظرََِمُعْسِراًِأَظلََِ

(Rasool Allah-saww said in a lengthy Hadith): And the one who digs a grave for a Muslim, Allah-

azwj would Build for him a house in the Paradise; and the one who respites a bankrupt, Allah-

azwj would Shade him in His-azwj Shade on a Day there will be no shade except His-azwj Shade.27 

The Recommended Days to Visit a Cemetery: 

ِعَنِْأَِِ عْتُهُِيَ قُولُِالكافيِالْعِدَةُِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِِالُْْسَيْنِِبْنِِسَعِيدٍِعَنِِالنَضْرِِعَنِْهِشَامِِبْنِِسَالٍَِ عَاشَتِْفاَطِمَةُِبَ عْدَِرَسُولِِِِِبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَِسََِ
كَِاشِرَةًِوَِلََِّضَاحِكَةًِتََْتِِقُ بُورَِالشُّهَدَاءِِفيكُِلِ ِجُْْعَةٍِ كَِانَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّوَِهَاهُنَاِاللَِِّصِخََْسَةًِوَِسَبْعِيَنِيَ وْماًِلََِْتُ رَ ثْ نَيْنَِوَِالْخمَِيسَِفَ تَقُولُِعِهَاهُنَا مَرتََيْنِِالِْْ

 انَِالْمُشْركُِونَ.كَِ

(The book) ‘Al Kafi’ – The number, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Al-Husayn Bin Saeed, from Al Nazr, from 
Hisham Bin Salim,  

‘From Abdullah-asws, he (the narrator) said, ‘(Syeda) Fatima-asws lived after Rasool-Allah-saww for 
seventy-five days. She-asws was neither seen to have manifested her-asws teeth nor smiled. She-

 
25 Al Kafi V 3 – The Book Of Funerals CH 34 H 1 
26 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 12 H 34 (Chapters on Funerals) 
27 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 16 H  46 d (Chapters on Funerals) 
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asws used to go to the graves of the martyrs twice during every week, Monday and Thursday. 
Syeda-asws would say: ‘Over her was Rasool-Allah-saww and over there were the Polytheists’’.28 

How to Send Greetings to the People of the Grave (when visiting a cemetery): 

بْةَِِاعْلَمُواِأَنَِمَرَِأمَِيُرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِبِِلْمَقْبَةَِِوَِيُ رْوَىِبِِلْمَقَابِرِِفَ قَالَِالسَلَامُِعَلَيْكُمِْيََِأهَْلَِالْمَقْبََِِِإِخْتِيَارُِابْنِِالْبَاقِي،ِعَنِْجَعْفَرِِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعِقاَلَ:ِ ةِِوَِالتُُّّ
 زْوَاجَِبَ عْدكَُمِْقَدِْنُكِحَتِْفَ هَذَاِخَبَُِمَاِعِنْدَنََِفَمَاِخَبَُِمَاِعِنْدكَُمِْالْمَنَازلَِِبَ عْدكَُمِْقَدِْسُكِنَتِْوَِأَنَِالَْْمْوَالَِبَ عْدكَُمِْقَدِْقُسِمَتِْوَِأَنَِالَِْْ

(The book) ‘Ikhtiyar’ of Ibn Al-Baqi,  

‘From Ja’far-asws Bin Muhammad-asws having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws passed by the 
graveyard’ – (and it is reported, some graves) – He-asws said: ‘The greetings be unto you all, O 
people of the graveyard and the soil! Know that after you the houses have been settled in, 
and after you, the wealth has been distributed, and after you, the wives have been married. 
This is the news of what is with us, so what is the news with you?’ 

وَِرَحَْْةُِاللَِِّوَِبَ ركََاتهُُِأمََاِخَبَُِمَاِعِنْدَنََِفَ قَدِْوَجَدْنََِمَاِوُعِدْنََهُِوَِفأََجَابهَُِهَاتِفٌِمِنَِالْمَقَابِرِِنَسْمَعُِصَوْتَهُِوَِلََِّنَ رَىِشَخْصَهُِعَلَيْكَِالسَلَامُِيََِأمَِيَرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِ
 سِرْنََِمَاِخَلَفْنَاهُِرَبِِْنَاِمَاِقَدَمْنَاهُِوَِخَِ

A caller from the graves answered him-asws, we heard his voice and we could not see his 
person, ‘The greetings be to you-asws, O Amir Al-Momineen-asws, and Mercy of Allah-azwj and 
His-azwj Blessings! As for news of what is with us, we have found what we had been promised, 
and we profited with what we had sent ahead, and we incurred loss what we had left behind!’ 

عْتُمِْ  فاَلْتَفَتَِإِلََِأَصْحَابِهِِفَ قَالَِأَِسََِ

He-asws turned towards his-asws companions. He-asws said: ‘Did you hear?’  

 قاَلُواِنَ عَمِْيََِأمَِيَرِالْمُؤْمِنِينَِ

They said, ‘Yes, Amir Al-Momineen-asws’.  

ِ.تَ زَوَدُواِفإَِنَِخَيْرَِالزاَدِِالتَقْوىِقاَلَِفَِ

He-asws said: ‘So, provide (for yourselves), for the best provision is the piety, [2:197]’’.29 

Rewards of entering Graveyard and Remembering Hereafter 

كَِانَِلَهُِبعَِدَدِِمَنِْفِيهَاِحَسَنَِِعُدَةُِالدَاعِي،ِعَنِِالنَبِِ ِصِقاَلَ: ِاتٌِ.وَِمَنِْدَخَلَِالْمَقَابِرَِوَِقَ رأََِسُورَةَِيسِخَفَفَِالَلُِّعَنْهُمِْيَ وْمَئِذٍِوَ

(The book) ‘Uddat Al Daie’ –  

 
28 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 43, The book of History – Fatima Al-Zahra-asws, Ch 7 H 24 a 
29 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 20 H  31 (Chapters on Funerals) 
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‘From the Prophet-saww having said: ‘And the one who enters the graveyard and recites Surah 
Yaseen, Allah-azwj will Lighten (punishment) from them on that day, and for him would be good 
deeds the number of the ones in it (the graveyard)’’.30 

ِأَجِدُهُمِْجِيراَنَِصِدْقٍِيَكُفُّونَِالِدَعَوَاتُِالراَوَنْدِيِ ،  سَيِ ئَةَِوَِيذُكَِ رُونَِالْآخِرَةَِقِيلَِلَِْمِيِرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِمَاِشَأْنُكَِجَاوَرْتَِالْمَقْبَةََِفَ قَالَِإِني ِ

(The book) ‘Dawaat’ of Al Rawandy –  

‘It was said to Amir Al-Momineen-asws, ‘What is your-asws affair being in the vicinity of the 
graveyard?’ He-asws said: ‘I-asws find them to be sincere neighbours. They refrain from evil deeds 
and are reminding of the Hereafter’.  

 ِ.كْعَةٍِوَِتَصَدَقَِعَلَىِسِتِ يَنِمِسْكِيناًِوَِصَامَِثَلَاثةََِأيَََمٍِوَِقاَلَِزَيْنُِالْعَابِدِينَِعِمَاِأُصِيبَِأمَِيُرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِبِصُِيبَةٍِإِلََِّصَلَىِفيِذَلِكَِالْيَوْمِِألَْفَِرَِ

And Zayn Al-Abideen-asws said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws was not afflicted with any difficulty 
except he-asws prayed Salat during that day and gave in charity to sixty poor ones and Fasted 
for three days’’.31 

Reciting a Surah for the deceased in a graveyard: 

كِِتَابِِاللَِِّفيِمَقْبَةٍَِمِنِْمَقَابِرِِالْمُسْلِمِيَنِأعَْطاَهُِالَلُِِِّأقَُولُِوَجَدْتُِفيِبَ عْضِِمُؤَلفََاتِِأَصْحَابنَِاِنََقِلًاِعَنِِالْمُفِيدِِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِِ- مَنِْقَ رأََِآيةًَِمِنْ
ِكُِ.ثَ وَابَِسَبْعِيَنِنبَِي اًِوَِمَنِْتَ رَحَمَِعَلَىِأهَْلِِالْمَقَابِرِِنََْاِمِنَِالنَارِِوَِدَخَلَِالْْنََةَِوَِهُوَِيَضْحَِ

I say, ‘I found in one of the compilations of our companions copying from Al Mufeed who said,  

‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘One who recited a Verse from the Book of Allah-azwj in a graveyard 
from graveyards of the Muslims, Allah-azwj will Give him Rewards of seventy Prophets-as, and 
one who invokes mercy upon people of the grave will attain salvation from the Fire and enter 
the Paradise while he would be smiling’’.32 

ِالَْْكْبَِ.ِمَنِْأتََىِقَبَِْأَخِيهِِفَ وَضَعَِيَدَهُِعَلَىِالْقَبِِْوَِقَ رأََِإِنََِأنَْ زلَْناهُِسَبْعَِمَراَتٍِأمَِنَِمِنَِالْفَزعَِِِوَِعَنِِالر ضَِاِع

And from Al-Reza-asws: ‘One who comes to the grave of his brother and places his hand upon 
the grave, and recites (Surah) Al Qadr seven times, he (deceased) would be safe from the 
greatest panic’’.33 

ِاِوَِاحْشُرْهُمِْمَعَِمَنِْأَحَبُّواِ.أَنَِأَحْسَنَِمَاِيُ قَالُِفيِالْمَقَابِرِِإِذَاِمَرَرْتَِعَلَيْهِِأَنِْتَقِفَِوَِتَ قُولَِاللَهُمَِوَلَ ِِمِْمَاِتَ وَلَوِِْوَِرُوِيَِ

 
30 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 14 H 3 (Chapters on Funerals) 
31 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 41, The book of History – Amir Al-Momineen-asws, Ch 107 H 45 / 1 
32 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 99 – The Book of Shrines – Ch 67 H 29 
33 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 12 H 43 d (Chapters on Funerals) 
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And it is reported that the most excellent of what can be said in the graveyard, when one 
passes by it, is to paused and say, ‘O Allah-azwj! Befriend them to what they had befriended, 
and Gather them with the one they loved!’’34 

كَِانَِلَهُِبعَِدَدِِمَنِْفِيهَاِحَسَنَِِعُدَةُِالدَاعِي،ِعَنِِالنَبِِ ِصِقاَلَ: ِاتٌِ.وَِمَنِْدَخَلَِالْمَقَابِرَِوَِقَ رأََِسُورَةَِيسِخَفَفَِالَلُِّعَنْهُمِْيَ وْمَئِذٍِوَ

(The book) ‘Uddat Al Daie’ –  

‘From the Prophet-saww having said: ‘And the one who enters the graveyard and recites Surah 
Yaseen, Allah-azwj will Lighten (punishment) from them on that day, and for him would good 
deeds the number of the ones in it (the graveyard)’’.35 

Sprinkling water on a grave for 40 days: 

الَْْسَنِِعَلِيَِبْنَِمُوسَىِِ لِِمَنِْهَذَاِالرَجُلُِصَاحِبُِهَذَاِالْقَبِِْفإَِنَِأبَِِِِقاَلَِحَدَثَنِِِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِالْوَليِدِِقاَلَِرَآنيِصَاحِبُِالْمَقْبَةَِِوَِأنَََِعِنْدَِالْقَبِِْبَ عْدَِذَلِكَِفَ قَالَِ
 عِأوَْصَانيِبِهِِوَِأمََرَنيِأَنِْأرَُشَِقَبْهَُِأرَْبعَِيَنِشَهْراًِأوَِْأرَْبعَِيَنِيَ وْماًِفيكُِلِ ِيَ وْمٍِ

He said, ‘It is narrated to me by Muhammad Bin Al-Waleed. He said, ‘The manager of the 
graveyard saw me, and I was by the grave after that. He said to me, ‘Who is man, the occupant 
of this grave, for Abu Al-Hassan Ali-asws Bin Musa-as has bequeathed to me with him and has 
instructed me to sprinkle (water) upon his grave for forty days during every day’ (an extract).36 

مَدٍِعَنِْعُمَرَِبْنِِالربَيِعِِعَنِْعَبْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِمُعَاوِيةََِعَنِْعَبْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِِوَِمِنْهُ،ِعَنِْأَبِِالْمَحَاسِنِِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعَنِْعَبْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِعَبْدِِالصَمَدِِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُِ
 يِيََِرَسُولَِاللَِِّمَاِوُقُوفُكَِبَيْنَِهَؤُلََّءِِالْقُبُورِِكُنَاِمُُْدِقِيَنِبِِلنَبِِ ِفيِمَقْبَةٍَِفَ وَقَفَِثَُُِمَرَِثَُُِوَقَفَِثَُُِمَرَِفَ قُلْتُِبََِبِِأنَْتَِوَِأمُ ِِِِمَلِكٍِعَنِْثَ وْبَِنَِقاَلَ:

And from him, from Abu Al Mahasin, from Abu Abdullah, from Abdullah Bin Abdul Samad, from Ahmad Bin 
Muhammad, from Umar Bin Al Rabie, from Abdullah Bin Muawiya, from Abdullah Bin Malik, from Sowban who 
said,  

‘We were staring at the Prophet-saww in a graveyard. He-saww paused, then passed by, then 
paused, then passed by. I said, ‘May by father and my mother be (sacrificed for) you-saww, O 
Rasool-Allah-saww! What is your-saww pausing between these graves?’  

عْتُِأنَيِنَهُمِْفَ رَحِْْتُهُمِْوَِدَعَوْتُِالَلَِّأَنِْيََُفِ فَِعَنْهُمِْفَ فَعَلَِفَ لَوِِْفَ بَكَىِرَسُولُِالَلُِّبُكَاءًِشَدِيداًِوَِبَكَيْنَاِفَ لَمَاِفَ رغََِقاَلَِيََِثَ وْبَِنُِهَؤُلََّءِِيُ عَذَبوُنَِفيِقُ بُورهِِِ مِْسََِ
بوُاِفيِقُ بُورهِِمِْصَامُواِهَؤُلََّءِِأيَََمَِرَجَِ  بٍِوَِقاَمُواِفِيهَاِمَاِعُذِ 

Rasool-Allah-saww wept with intense crying, and we cried. When he-saww was free, he-saww said: 
‘O Sowban! They are being punished in their graves. I-saww heard their groans, so I-saww pitied 
them and supplicated to Allah-azwj to Lighten (the punishment) from them. He-azwj Did so. Had 
they fasted days of Rajab and stood in it they would not have been punished in their graves!’ 

 صِيَامُهُِوَِقِيَامُهُِأمََانٌِمِنِْعَذَابِِالْقَبِِِْ-فَ قُلْتُِيََِرَسُولَِاللَِِّ

 
34 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 99 – The Book of Shrines – Ch 67 H 32 
35 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 14 H 3 (Chapters on Funerals) 
36 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 66 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 37 H 18 
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I said, ‘O Rasool-Allah-saww! Fasting it and standing it (for Salat) is security from punishment of 
the grave?’  

ِنبَِي اًِمَاِمِنِْمُسْلِمٍِوَِلََِّمُسْلِمَةٍِيَصُومُِيَ وْماًِمِنِِْ كَِتَبَِالَلُِّلَهُِعِبَادَةَِقاَلَِنَ عَمِْيََِثَ وْبَِنُِوَِالَذِيِبَ عَثَنِِِبِِلَْْقِ  رَجَبٍِوَِقاَمَِليَْلَةًِيرُيِدُِبِذَلِكَِوَجْهَِاللَِِّتَ عَالََِإِلََّ
 هَاِوَِقِيَامٍِليَْلُهَاِألَْفِِسَنَةٍِصِيَامٍِنََاَرُِ

He-saww said: ‘Yes, O Sowban! By the One Who Sent me-saww with the truth as a Prophet-saww! 
There is none from a Muslim fasting a day of Rajab and stands a night (for Salat) intending the 
Face of Allah-azwj the Exalted with that, except Allah-azwj will Write for him worship of a 
thousand years, fasting its days and stand its night!  

كَِأَنَماَِغَزاَِألَْفَِغَزْوَةٍِوَِأعَِْ كَِأَنَماَِحَجَِألَْفَِحَجَةٍِوَِاعْتَمَرَِألَْفَِعُمْرَةٍِمِنِْمَالٍِحَلَالٍِوَ كَِأَنَماَِوَ كَِأَنَماَِتَصَدَقَِبَِلَْفِِدِينَارٍِوَ تَقَِألَْفَِرَقَ بَةٍِمِنِْوُلْدِِإِسَْاَعِيلَِوَ
كَِأَنَماَِأَشْبَعَِألَْفَِجَائِعٍِوَِآمَنَهُِالَلُِّمِنِْعَذَابِِالْقَبِِْوَِهَوْلِِمُنِْاشْتَُّىَِأُسَارَىِأمَُتِِِفَِ  كَرٍِوَِنَكِيرٍِأَعْتَقَهُمِْلِوَجْهِِاللَِِّوَ

And it would be as if he has performed a thousand Hajj, and performed a thousand Umrah 
from Permissible wealth; and it would be as if he has battled in a thousand military 
expeditions, and liberated a thousand necks from the sons of Ismail-as; and it would be as if 
he has donated a thousand Dinars in charity; and it would be as if he had bought captives of 
my-saww community and freed them for the Face of Allah-azwj, and it would be as if he had 
satiated a thousand hungry ones, and Allah-azwj will Secure him from punishment of the grave 
and horrors of Munkar and Nakeer’. 

كُِلُّهُِلِمَنِْصَامَِيَ وْماًِوَاحِداًِأوَِْقاَمَِليَْلَةًِ  مِنِْشَهْرِِرَجَبٍِ قِيلَِيََِرَسُولَِاللَِِّصِهَذَاِالثوََابُ

It was said, ‘O Rasool-Allah-saww! This is the Reward, all of it for the one fasts one day, or stands 
a night (for Salat), from a month of Rajah?’  

 فَ قَالَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِهَذَاِلِمَنِْلََِّيُ نْكِرُِقُدْرَةَِاللَِِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِ

Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘This is for one who does not deny the Power of Allah-azwj Mighty and 
Majestic!’ 

 ثَُُِقِيلَِيََِرَسُولَِاللَِِّثَ وَابُِرَجَبٍِأبَْ لَغُِأمَِْثَ وَابُِشَهْرِِرَمَضَانَِ

Then it was said: ‘O Rasool-Allah-saww! Rewards of a month are more extensive or Rewards of 
a month of Ramazan?’  

 فَ قَالَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِليَْسَِعَلَىِثَ وَابِِرَمَضَانَِقِيَاسٌِوَِلَكِنِْشَهْرُِرَجَبٍِشَهْرٌِعَظِيمٌِ

Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘There is no comparison to Rewards of a month of Ramazan, but a 
month of Rajab is a mighty month’.  

 فَقِيلَِفإَِنِْلََِْيَ قْدِرِْعَلَىِقِيَامِهِِ

It was said, ‘Supposing one is not able upon standing it (for Salat)?’  
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 وِأَنِْلََِّيُ بْخَلَِعَلَيْهِِبِِذََاِالثوََابِِقاَلَِمَنِْصَلَىِالْعِشَاءَِالْآخِرَةَِوَِصَلَىِقَ بْلَِالْوَتْرِِركَْعَتَيْنِِبِاَِعَلَمَهُِالَلُِّمِنَِالْقُرْآنِِأرَْجُِ

He-saww said: ‘One who prays Al Isha the last Salat, and he prays two units Salat before Al Witr 
with what Allah-azwj has Taught him from the Quran, I-saww hope that He-azwj will not be Stingy 
upon him with this Reward’. 

عْتُِذَلِكَِمَاِتَ ركَْتُهُِإِلََِّقلَِيلًا.  قاَلَِثَ وْبَِنُِمُنْذُِسََِ

Sowban said, ‘Since I heard that, I have not neglected it except a little’’.37 

ِعَنِْيَ قْطِيٍنِعَِ ِعَنِْبَ عْضِِأَصْحَابهِِِعَنِْعَبَاسِِبْنِِعَامِرٍِالْقَضْبَاني ِ ِقاَلَ:وَِعَنْهُِبِِِسْنَادِهِِعَنِِالْبَقِْيِ  كَانَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِيَ قُولُِإِذَاِدَخَلَِالْْبََانةََِِِِنِِالْمُسْلِيِ 
ِالسَلَامُِعَلَىِأهَْلِِالْْنََةِ.

And from him, by his chain, from Al Barqy, from one of his companions, from Abbas Bin Aamir Al Qazbany, from 
Yaqteeni, from Al Musly who said,  

‘Abu Abdullah-asws had said when he-asws had entered the graveyard: ‘The greeting be upon 
the people of Paradise’’.38 

Appendix: Additional Ahadith related to the ritual in the graveyard 

Some Ahadith relevant to the cemetery issues are included below, additional Ahadith may 

be found in Bihar Al-Anwaar, Vol. 79 (https://hubeali.com/online-books/online-english-

books/bihar-al-anwaar/).  

Sprinkling Water after Burial: 

)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِإِذَاِفَ رَغْتَِمِنَِالْقَبِِْفاَنْضَحْهُِثَُُِضَعِْيَدَكَِعِنْدَِِِِعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِْحَْاَدِِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِْحَريِزٍِعَنِْزُراَرَةَِقاَلَِقاَلَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ
كَِفَكَِعَلَيْهِِبَ عْدَِال  نَضْحِِ.رأَْسِهِِوَِتَ غْمِزُ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Hammad Bin Isa, from Hareyz, from Zurara who said,  

‘Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘When you are free from the grave (burial), so sprinkle it with water, 
then place your hand by his head and press your palm upon it after the sprinkling’.39  

ِالْمَاءِِعَلَىِالْقَبِِْأَنِْتَسْتَقْبِلَِالْقِبْلَةَِوَِتَ بْدَأَِمِنِْعِنْدِِالرأَْسِِإِلََِعِنْدِِالِِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَ:ِِلرِوَِايةَِِمُوسَىِبْنِِأكَُيْلٍِِِبيان: ر جِْلِِثَُُِتَدُورَِعَلَىِِالسُّنَةُِفيِرَشِ 
ِالْقَبِِْمِنَِالْْاَنِبِِالْآخَرِِثَُُِتَ رُشَِعَلَىِوَسَطِِالْقَبِِْفَذَلِكَِالسُّنَةُِ.

Explanation (Hadeeth) only – A report by Musa Bin Akeyl – from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: 
‘The Sunnah in sprinkling the water upon the grave is that you should face the Qiblah and 

 
37 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 94 – The Book of Fasts – Ch 55 H 37 
38 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 99 – The Book of Shrines – Ch 67 H 24 
39 Al Kafi V 3 – The Book Of Funerals CH 66 H 8 
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begin from by the head to the leg, then rotate upon the grave from the other side, then sprinkle 
upon middle of the grave. That is the Sunnah’’. 

Bidding Farewell, after Burial, by the close ones: 

عْتُِأبََِِعَبْدِِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيََْيََِعَنِْبَ عْضِِأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِأَبِِنَصْرٍِعَنِْإِسَْاَعِيلَِقاَلَِحَدَثَِ نِِِأبَوُِالَْْسَنِِالدَلََّلُِعَنِْيََْيََِبْنِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّقاَلَِسََِ
كَِيْفَِيَصْنَعُِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِيَ قُولُِمَاِعَِ  لَىِأهَْلِِالْمَيِ تِِمِنْكُمِْأَنِْيَدْرَءُواِعَنِْمَيِ تِهِمِْلقَِاءَِمُنْكَرٍِوَِنَكِيٍرِقُ لْتُ

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from one of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Abu Nasr, from Ismail 
who said, ‘Abu Al Hassan Al Dallal narrated to me, from Yahya Bin Abdullah who said,  

‘I heard Abu Abdullah-asws saying: ‘What is upon the family of the deceased from you is that 
they should be ejecting from their deceased the meeting of Munkar and Nakeer (two 
questioning Angels)’. I said, ‘How can they do so?’  

بَِعَْلَىِصَوْتهِِِيََِفُلَانَِبْنَِفُلَانٍِأوَِْيََِفُلَانةََِبنِْتَِفُلَانٍِهَلِْأنَْتَِعَلَىِِِقاَلَِإِذَاِأفُْردَِِالْمَيِ تُِفَ لْيَتَخَلَفِْعِنْدَهُِأوَْلََِالنَاسِِبِهِِفَ يَضَعُِفَمَهُِعِنْدَِرأَْسِهِِثَُُِيُ نَادِي
دُِالنبَِيِ يَنِوَِأَنَِعَلِي اًِأمَِيُرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِوَِسَيِ دُِالْوَصِيِ يَنِِيْهِِمِنِْشَهَادَةِِأَنِْلََِّإلَِهَِإِلََِّالَلُِّوَحْدَهُِلََِّشَريِكَِلَهُِوَِأَنَِمَُُمَداًِعَبْدُهُِوَِرَسُولهُُِسَي ِِالْعَهْدِِالَذِيِفاَرَقْ تَنَاِعَلَِ

 هِوآلهِ(ِحَقٌِّوَِأَنَِالْمَوْتَِحَقٌِّوَِأَنَِالْبَعْثَِحَقٌِّوَِأَنَِالَلَِّيَ بْعَثُِمَنِْفيِالْقُبُورِِوَِأَنَِمَاِجَاءَِبِهِِمَُُمَدٌِ)ِصلىِاللهِعلي

He-asws said: ‘When the deceased is alone (after the burial), so let the closest one of the people 
to him remain behind, and he should place his mouth by his head, then he should call out in 
a high voice, ‘O so and so, son of so and so!’ Or, ‘O so and so daughter of so and so! Are you 
still upon the Covenant which (you were upon) when you separated from us, from the 
testimony that there is no God except for Allah-azwj, alone, there being no associates for Him-

azwj, and that Muhammad-saww is His-azwj servant and His-azwj Rasool-saww, chief of the Prophets-

as, and that Ali-asws Amir Al Momineen-asws, chief of the successors-as, and that whatever 
Muhammad-saww came with is truth, and that the death is truth, and that the Resurrection is 
truth, and that Allah-azwj would be Resurrections the one who are in the graves’.  

 قاَلَِفَ يَقُولُِمُنْكَرٌِلنَِكِيٍرِانْصَرِفِْبنَِاِعَنِْهَذَاِفَ قَدِْلقُِ نَِحُجَتَهُِِ.

He-asws said: ‘So Munkar would be saying to Nakeer: ‘Let us leave from this one, for he has 
been dictated his arguments’.40  

Spreading Soil over the Coffin: 

كُِنْتُِمَعَِأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِفيِجِنَازَةِِرَجُلٍِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِِعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِْبَ عْضِِأَصْحَابِهِِعَنِِالْعَلَاءِِبْنِِرَزيِنٍِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِمُسْلِمٍِقاَلَِ
كَِفَهُِعَلَىِالْقَبِِْثَُُِقاَلَِاللَِفَ لَمَاِأَنِْدَفَ نُوهُِقاَمَِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِإِِ هُمَِجَافِِالَْْرْضَِعَنِْجَنْبَيْهِِوَِأَصْعِدِْلََِقَبْهِِِفَحَثاَِعَلَيْهِِمِاَِيلَِيِرأَْسَهُِثَلَاثاًِبِكَفِ هِِثَُُِبَسَطَ

 كَِمَاِتُ غْنِيهِِبِهِِعَنِْرَحَْْةِِمَنِْسِوَاكَِثَُُِمَضَىِِ.إلِيَْكَِرُوحَهُِوَِلَقِ هِِمِنْكَِرضِْوَانًَِوَِأَسْكِنِْقَبْهَُِمِنِْرَحْْتَِِ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, form one of his companions, from Al A’ala Bin Razeyn, from Muhammad Bin 
Muslim who said,  

 
40 Al Kafi V 3 – The Book Of Funerals CH 66 H 11 
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‘I was with Abu Ja’far-asws in a funeral of a man from our companions. So when they buried 
him, he-asws stood at his grave and spread (soil) upon him, from what followed his head, three 
times with his-asws handful. Then he-asws spread his-asws palm upon the grave, then said, ‘O Allah-

azwj! Expand the ground from both his sides, and Ascend his soul to You-azwj and let him Get 
Pleasure from You-asws, and Settle Your-azwj Mercy in his grave what would make him to be 
needless from a mercy besides Yours-azwj’. Then he-asws went away’.41  

يلِِبْنِِدَراَجٍِعَنِْعُمَرَِبْنِِأذَُيْ نَةَِقاَلَِ اَبَِعَلَىِالْمَيِ تِِفَ يُمْسِكُهُِِِِعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِابْنِِأَبِِعُمَيْرٍِعَنِْجَِْ رأَيَْتُِأبََِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِيَطْرحَُِالتُُّّ
كُِنْتُِأقَُولُِإِيْاَنًَِبِكَِوَِتَِسَاعَةًِفيِيدَِهِِثَُُِيَطْرَحُهُِ ِقاَلَِفَسَألَْتُهُِعَنِْذَلِكَِفَ قَالَِيََِعُمَرُ صْدِيقاًِببَِعْثِكَِهَذَاِمَاِوَعَدَِالَلُِّوَِرَسُولهُُِِوَِلََِّيزَيِدُِعَلَىِثَلَاثةَِِأَكُفٍ 

كَِانَِيَ فْعَلُِرَسُولُِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِالله  ِعليهِوآلهِ(ِوَِبِهِِجَرَتِِالسُّنَةُِِ.إِلََِقَ وْلهِِِتَسْلِيماًِهَكَذَا

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, from Jameel Bin Darraj, from Umar Bin Azina who said,  

‘I saw Abu Abdullah-asws spread the soil upon the decease. So he-asws withheld it for a while in 
his-asws hand, then spread it, and he-asws did not increased upon three handfuls. So I asked him-

asws about that, and he-asws said: ‘O Umar! I-asws was saying: ‘I-asws believe in You-azwj, and ratify 
Your-azwj Resurrection. [33:22] This is what Allah and His Rasool promised us, and Allah and 
His Rasool spoke the truth up to His-azwj Words (and it only increased them in faith and) 
submission’. This what Rasool-Allah-saww used to do, and by it has the Sunnah flowed’.42  

Close Relatives must not Spread Soil over the Grave: 

ِبْنِِأَسْبَاطٍِعَنِْعُبَيْدِِبْنِِزُراَرَةَِقاَلَِمَاتَِلِِ بَعْضِِأَصْحَابِِأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِوَلَدٌِفَحَضَرَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِِعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْيَ عْقُوبَِبْنِِيزَيِدَِعَنِْعَلِيِ 
اَبَِفأََخَذَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِبِكَفَيْهِِوَِقاَلَِلََِّتَطْرحَِْعَلَِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِفَ لَمَاِأُلِْْدَِتَ قَدَِ كَِانَِمِنْهُِذَاِرَحِمٍِِمَِأبَوُهُِفَطرَحََِعَلَيْهِِالتُُّّ اَبَِوَِمَنْ يْهِِالتُُّّ

اَبَِفإَِنَِرَسُولَِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِنَََِ اَبَِفَلَاِيَطْرحَِْعَلَيْهِِالتُُّّ  ىِأَنِْيَطْرحََِالْوَالِدُِأوَِْذُوِرَحِمٍِعَلَىِمَيِ تِهِِالتُُّّ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Yaqoub Bin Yazeed, from Ali Bin Asbaat, from Ubeyd Bin Zurara who said,  

‘A son of one of the companions of Abu Abdullah-asws died. So Abu Abdullah-asws attended (the 
funeral). So when he (the deceased) was placed in the chasm (Lahad), he-asws spread soil upon 
him. Abu Abdullah-asws grabbed with his palm and said: ‘None should spread the soil upon 
him, one who was a close relative of his, for Rasool-Allah-saww forbade the parent, or one with 
womb relationships, to spread soil upon the deceased’.  

اَبَِعَلَِ ىِذَوِيِأرَْحَامِكُمِْفإَِنَِذَلِكَِيوُرِثُِالْقَسْوَةَِفيِالْقَلْبِِوَِمَنِْقَسَاِقَ لْبُهُِفَ قُلْنَاِيََِابْنَِرَسُولِِاللَِِّأَِتَ نْهَانََِعَنِْهَذَاِوَحْدَهُِفَ قَالَِأَنَْاَكُمِْمِنِْأَنِْتَطْرَحُواِالتُُّّ
 بَ عُدَِمِنِْرَبِ هِِ.

So we said, ‘O son-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww! Are you-asws forbidding us from this (deceased) 
alone?’ So he-asws said: ‘I-asws am forbidding you all from spreading the soil upon your near 
relatives, for that would inherit the hardness in the hearts, and the one who is hard of heart 
is remote from his Lord-azwj’.43  

 
41 Al Kafi V 3 – The Book Of Funerals CH 65 H 3 
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Pebbles may be placed over the grave but not soil from elsewhere: 

ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِ ِعَنِِالسَكُوني ِ  لََِّتُطيَِ نُواِالْقَبَِْمِنِْغَيْرِِطِينِهِِ.ِعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالنَوْفلَِيِ 

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al Nowfaly, from Al Sakuny,  

From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Do not apply clay on the grave from other than its own 
clay’.44 

ليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِقَبُِْرَسُولِِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِمَُُصَبٌِِحُْيَْدُِبْنُِزيََِدٍِعَنِِالَْْسَنِِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْغَيْرِِوَاحِدٍِعَنِْبَ عْضِِأَصْحَابِهِِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِع
 حَصْبَاءَِحَْْراَءَِ.

Humeyd Bin Ziyad, from Al Hassan Bin Muhammad, from someone else, from one of his companions,  

From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘The grave of Rasool-Allah-saww was pebbly, of red 
gravel’.45  

الَْْسَنِِمُوسَىِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِمِنِْبَ غْدَادَِوَِمَضَىِإِلََِِِِعِدَةٌِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْسَهْلِِبْنِِزيََِدٍِعَنِِابْنِِمَُْبُوبٍِعَنِْيوُنُسَِبْنِِيَ عْقُوبَِقاَلَِلَمَاِرَجَعَِأبَوُ
بِفَيْدَِفَدَفَ نَهَاِوَِأمََرَِب َِ  عْضَِمَوَاليِهِِأَنِْيُجَصِ صَِقَبْهََاِوَِيَكْتُبَِعَلَىِلَوْحٍِاسََْهَاِوَِيَجْعَلَهُِفيِالْقَبِِْ.الْمَدِينَةِِمَاتَتِْلَهُِابْ نَةٌِ

A number of our companions, from Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Ibn Mahboub, from Yunus Bin Yaqoub who said,  

‘When Abu Al Hassan Musa-asws returned from Baghdad and went to Al Medina, and daughter 
of his-asws died. So he-asws buried her and ordered one of his-asws slaves that he should apply 
clay on her grave and write her name upon a tombstone, and make it to be in her grave’.46 

ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِأَنَِ ِعَنِِالسَكُوني ِ النَبَِِ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِنَََىِأَنِْيُ زاَدَِعَلَىِالْقَبِِْتُ راَبٌِلََِْيَُْرجَِِْعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالنَوْفلَِيِ 
 مِنْهُِِ.

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al Nowfaly, from Al Sakuny,  

From Abu Abdullah-asws that the Prophet-saww forbade to increase upon the grave, soil which 
did not come out from it’.47 

Offering Condolences near the Grave after Burial: 

ِالَْْشْعَريُِِّعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعَبْدِِالْْبََارِِعَنِِالَْْجَالِِعَنِْإِسْحَاقَِبْنِِعَمَارٍِقَالَِليَْسَِ ِالتَعْزيِةَُِإِلََِّعِنْدَِالْقَبِِْثَُُِيَ نْصَرفُِونَِلََِّيََْدُثُِفيِالْمَيِ تِِحَدَثٌِِأبَوُِعَلِيٍ 
 فَ يَسْمَعُونَِالصَوْتَِ.

Abu Ali Al Ashary, from Muhammad Bin Abdul Jabbar, from Al hajjal, from Is’haq Bin Ammar who said,  

 
44 Al Kafi V 3 – The Book Of Funerals CH 67 H 1 
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‘There are no condolences (to be offered) except by the grave. Then you should be dispersing, 
in case an event were to occur regarding the deceased, so you would be hearing the sound’.48 

 ِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِالتَعْزيِةَُِالْوَاجِبَةُِبَ عْدَِالدَفْنِِ.عِدَةٌِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِخَالِدٍِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِْبَ عْضِِأَصْحَابِهِِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ

A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid, from his father, from one of his 
companions,  

From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘The offering of condolences is the Obligation after the 
burial’.49  

يعاًِعَنِِابْنِِأَبِِِ عُمَيْرٍِعَنِْهِشَامِِبْنِِالَْْكَمِِقاَلَِرأَيَْتُِمُوسَىِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِيُ عَز يِِِعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِوَِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِإِسَْاَعِيلَِعَنِِالْفَضْلِِبْنِِشَاذَانَِجَِْ
 قَ بْلَِالدَفْنِِوَِبَ عْدَهُِِ.

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, and Muhammad Bin Ismail, from Al Fazl Bin Shazaan, altogether from Ibn Abu 
Umeyr, from Hisham Bin Al Hakam who said,  

‘I saw Musa-asws comforting (the bereaved) before the burial and after it’.50  

Delaying in Burial for those who lose Consciousness  

عَبْدِِرَبِ هِِقاَلَِقاَلَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِخََْسٌِيُ نْتَظرَُِِعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِْيوُنُسَِعَنِْإِسَْاَعِيلَِبْنِِعَبْدِِالْخاَلِقِِأَخِيِشِهَابِِبْنِِ
 لْمَصْعُوقُِوَِالْمَبْطوُنُِوَِالْمَهْدُومُِوَِالْمُدَخَنُِِ.بِِِمِْإِلََِّأَنِْيَ تَغَيَروُاِالْغَريِقُِوَِا

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Yunus, from Ismail Bin Abdul Khaliq a brother of Shihaab Bin Abd 
Rabbih who said,  

‘Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘Five would be awaited with them unless they alter – (the one who) 
drowned, and the ones struck by lightning, and the one suffering from intestinal ailments, and 
the one crushed, and one subjected to fumes’.51 

ِبْنِِأَبِِحَْْزَةَِقاَلَِأَصَابَِالنَاسَِبِكََةَِسَنَةًِِ ِعَنِْعَلِيِ  كَِثِيٌرِفَدَخَلْتُِعَلَىِِأَحَْْدُِبْنُِمِهْراَنَِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعَلِيٍ  كَِثِيرةٌَِمَاتَِمِنِْذَلِكَِخَلْقٌ نِيَنِصَوَاعِقُ مِنَِالسِ 
ِعَلَىِمَوْتهِِِِِأَنِْتََِيبْتَدِئاًِمِنِْغَيْرِِأَنِْأَسْألََهُِيَ نْبَغِيِللِْغَريِقِِوَِالْمَصْعُوقِِأَنِْيتَُُّبََصَِبِهِِثَلَاثاًِلََِّيدُْفَنُِإِلََِّأَبِِإِبْ راَهِيمَِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِفَ قَالَِمُِ ءَِمِنْهُِريِحٌِتَدُلُّ

كَِثِيرٌِ كَِأنََكَِتَُْبِنيِأنَهَُِقَدِْدُفِنَِنََسٌ كَِثِيٌرِأَحْيَاءًِمَاِمَاتوُاِإِلََِّفيِقُ بُورهِِمِْ.ِقُ لْتُِجُعِلْتُِفِدَاكَ  أَحْيَاءًِفَ قَالَِنَ عَمِْيََِعَلِيُِّقَدِْدُفِنَِنََسٌ

Ahmad Bin Mihran, from Muhammad Bin Ali, from Ali Bin Abu Hamza who said,  

‘The people at Makkah were hit by a lot of lightning during a year from the year. A lot of 
people died from that. So I went over to Abu Ibrahim-asws (7th Imam-asws), and he-asws said 
initiating from without me asking him-asws: ‘It is befitting for the drowned one and the one 
struck by lightning that they should be awaited with for three (days) not being buried except 
if a smell comes out from him evidencing upon his death’. I said, ‘May I be sacrificed for you-

asws! It is as if you-asws are informing me that a lot of the people have been buried alive!’. So 
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he-asws said: ‘Yes, O Ali! A lot of people have been buried alive. They did not die except inside 
their graves.52  

Installing a headstone at the Grave: 

ِالخَْيْراَني ِِِِ- ِمَاجِيلَوَيْهِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِيََْيََِعَنِْأَبِِعَلِيٍ  ينِ،ِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعَلِيٍ  أَنَِأمَُِالْمَهْدِيِ ِعِمَاتَتِْفيِحَيَاةِِأَبِِمَُُمَدٍِِِعَنِْجَاريِةٍَِلَِْبِِمَُُمَدٍِعِِإِكْمَالُِالدِ 
ِعِوَِعَلَىِقَبْهَِاِلَوْحٌِمَكْتُوبٌِعَلَيْهِِهَذَاِقَبُِْأمُِ ِمَُُمَدٍ.

(The book) ‘Ikmal Al Deen’ – from Muhammad Bin Ali Majaylawiya, from Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Abu Ali Al 
Khayrani,  

‘From a slave girl of Abu Muhammad-asws, ‘Mother-as of Al-Mahdi-ajfj passed away during the 
lifetime of Abu Muhammad-asws, and upon her-as grave was a tablet. There was written in it, 
‘This is the grave of mother-as of Muhammad-ajfj’’.53 

Treading the Graves is not from a Forbidden Act: 

كَِانَِمُنَافِقاًِوَجَدَِِعَنِِالْكَاظِمِِعِوَِقَدِْنَ قَلَِالصَدُوقُِفيِالْفَقِيهِِ كَِانَِمُؤْمِناًِاسْتَُّْوَحَِإِلََِذَلِكَِوَِمَنْ ِألََمَهُِ.ِإِذَاِدَخَلْتَِالْمَقَابِرَِفَطأَِِالْقُبُورَِفَمَنْ

And it is transmitted by Al-Sadouq in ‘Al-Faqeeh’ – from Al-Kazim-asws: ‘When you enter the 
graveyard, tread the graves. The one who were to be a Momin will be comforted to that, and 
the one who were a hypocrite will feel its pain’’. 

ِلََِّيُ بْنَىِعِنْدَهَاِمَسَاجِدُِ.أنَهَُِسَألََهُِعِعَنِْزيََِرَةِِالْقُبُورِِوَِبنَِاءِِالْمَسَاجِدِِفِيهَاِفَ قَالَِزيََِرَةُِالْقُبُورِِلََِّبََْسَِبِِاَِوَِِوَِرَوَىِالصَدُوقُِعَنِْسََاَعَةَِ

And it is reported by Al-Sadouq, from Sama’at, he asked him-asws about visiting the graves and 
building the Masjids in it. He-asws said: ‘Visiting the graves, there is no problem with it, and do 
not build Masjids by it’’. 

بُِأَنِْيُ نْزَلَِوَِيُصْعَدَِمِنْهُِِوَِعَنْهُِعِأنَهَُِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّص ِ.لِكُلِ ِبَ يْتٍِبَِبٌِوَِبَِبُِالْقَبِِْمِاَِيلَِيِرجِْلَيِِالْمَيِ تِِفَمِنْهُِيجَِ

And from him-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘For every house there is a door, and 
door of the grave is from what follows the legs of the deceased. From it is obligated that he 
descends, and ascends from it’’.54 

أمَُِالْكِتَابِِوَِالْمُعَوِ ذَتَيْنِِوَِآيةََِالْكُرْسِيِِِوَِقاَلَِالصَادِقُِع ِ.إِذَاِدَخَلْتَِالْقَبَِْفاَقْ رأَِْ

And Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘When you enter the grave, then recite Mother of the Book (Surah Al 
Fatiha), and ‘Al Moauzateyn’, and ‘Ayat Al Kursi’’.55 
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Visiting a Cemetery: 

 اللَهُمَِاجْعَلْهَاِرَوْضَةًِمِنِْريََِضِِالْْنََةِِوَِلََِّتََْعَلْهَاِحُفْرَةًِمِنِْحُفَرِِالنِ يراَنِِِِ-إِذَاِنَظرَْتَِإِلََِالْقَبِِْفَ قُلِِِدَعَوَاتُِالراَوَنْدِيِ ،ِقاَلَِالصَادِقُِعِِ-

(The book) ‘Dawat’ of Al Rawandy –  

‘Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘When you look at the grave, then say, ‘O Allah-saww! Make it a garden from 
the gardens of Paradise, and do not Make it a pit from pits of the fires!’ 

 بِسْمِِاللَِِّوَِبِِللَِِّوَِعَلَىِمِلَةِِرَسُولِِاللَِِّاللَهُمَِإِلََِرَحْْتَِكَِلََِّإِلََِعَذَابِكَِِ-وَِقاَلَِإِذَاِتَ نَاوَلْتَِالْمَيِ تَِفَ قُلِْ

And he-asws said: ‘When you take the deceased, then say, ‘In the Name of Allah-azwj, and by 
Allah-azwj, and upon the religion of Rasool-Allah-saww! O Allah-azwj! To Your-azwj Mercy and not 
to Your-azwj Punishment!’ 

ِفإَِذَاِوَضَعْتَهُِفيِقَبْهِِِفَضَعْهُِعَلَىِيَْيِنِهِِمُسْتَقْبِلَِالْقِبْلَةِِوَِحُلَِعُِ اَبِِوَِقُلِْثَُُِتَسُلُِّالْمَيِ تَِسَلاا كَِفَنِهِِوَِضَعِْخَدَهُِعَلَىِالتُُّّ ِِِ-أعَُوذُِبِِللَِِّمِنَِالشَيْطاَنِِالرجَِيمِِِِ-قَدَ
 وَِاقْ رأَِِالْْمَْدَِوَِقُلِْهُوَِالَلُِّأَحَدٌِوَِالْمُعَوِ ذَتَيْنِِوَِآيةََِالْكُرْسِي ِِِبِسْمِِاللَِِّالرَحْْنِِالرَحِيمِِ

Then slide the deceased a gentle sliding. When you have placed him in his grave, place him 
upon his right side facing the Qiblah, and loosen the knot of his shroud, and place his cheek 
upon the soil and say, ‘I seek Refuge with Allah-azwj from the Pelted Satan-la! In the Name of 
Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful’, and recite (Surah) Al Hamd, and (Surah) Al Tawheed, 
and ‘Al Moauzateyn’, and ‘Ayat Al-Kursi’.  

كَِانَِِ ِعَبْدُكَِوَِابْنُِعَبْدِكَِنَ زَلَِبِكَِوَِأنَْتَِخَيْرُِمَنْزُولٍِبِهِِاللَهُمَِإِنْ كَِانَِمُسِيئاًِفَ تَجَاوَزِْعَنْهُِوَِأَلْْقِْهُِبنَِبِيِ هِِِثَُُِقُلِِاللَهُمَِيََِرَبِ  مُُْسِناًِفَزدِِْفيِإِحْسَانهِِِوَِإِنْ
 هِِوَِاهْدِنََِوَِإِيََهُِإِلََِصِراَطٍِمُسْتَقِيمٍِاللَهُمَِعَفْوَكَِعَفْوَكَِمَُُمَدٍِصِوَِصَالِحِِشِيعَتِِ

Then say, ‘O Allah-azwj! O Lord-azwj! Your-azwj servant and son of Your-azwj servant, has lodged 
with You-azwj, and Your-azwj are the best to be lodging with. O Allah-azwj! If he was a good doer, 
then Increase in his goodness, and if he was an evil doer, then Overlook from him, and Join 
him with his Prophet-saww Muhammad-saww, and righteous ones of his-saww Shias, and Guide us 
and him to the Straight Path! O Allah-azwj! Your-azwj Pardon! Your-azwj Pardon!’ 

سْلَامُِِثَُُِتَضَعُِيَدَكَِالْيُسْرَىِعَلَىِعَضُدِهِِالْْيَْسَرِِوَِتُحَر كُِهُِتَحْريِكاًِشَدِيداًِثَُُِتُدْنيِفَمَكَِإِلََِأذُُنِِ ِوَِمَُُمَدٌِنبَِيِ يِوَِالِْْ هِِوَِتَ قُولُِيََِفُلَانُِإِذَاِسُئِلْتَِفَ قُلِِالَلُِّرَبِِ 
كِِتَابِِ  وَِعَلِيٌِّإِمَامِيِحَتََِّتَسُوقَِالْْئَمَِةَِعِِدِينِِِوَِالْقُرْآنُ

Then place your left hand upon his left arm and move him with severe movement, then take 
your mouth closer to his ear and say, ‘O so and so! When you are asked, then say, ‘Allah-azwj 
is my Lord-azwj, and Muhammad-saww is my Prophet-saww, and Al-Islam is my religion, and the 
Quran is my Book, and Ali-asws is my Imam-asws’, until you mention all the Imams-asws.  

 ثَُُِتَ عَوَدُِالْقَوْلَِعَلَيْهِِثَُُِتَ قُولُِأَِفَهِمْتَِيََِفُلَانُِ

Then repeat the word upon him. Then you should say, ‘Do you understand, O so and so?’’ 

يبُِوَِيَ قُولُِنَ عَمِْ  وَِقاَلَِعِفإَِنهَُِيجُِ
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And he-asws said: ‘He will answer and say, ‘Yes’.  

ِمِنِْرَحْْتَِهِِثَُُِتَ قُولُِثَ بَتَكَِالَلُِّبِِلْقَوْلِِالثاَبِتِِوَِهَدَاكَِالَلُِّإِلََِصِراَطٍِمُسْتَقِيمٍِعَرَفَِالَلُِّبَ يْنَكَِ  وَِبَيْنَِأوَْليَِائِكَِفيِمُسْتَقَرٍ 

Then you should say, ‘May Allah-azwj Affirm you with the firm word and Guide you to the 
Straight Path! May Allah-azwj Acquaint between you and your friends in the Settlement of 
His-azwj Mercy!’ 

 مَِعَفْوَكَِعَفْوَكَِثَُُِتَ قُولُِاللَهُمَِجَافِِالَْْرْضَِعَنِْجَنْبَيْهِِوَِاصْعَدِْبِرُوحِهِِإلِيَْكَِوَِلَقِ نْهُِمِنْكَِبُ رْهَانًَِاللَهُِ

Then you should say, ‘O Allah-azwj! Dry the earth on his sides and Ascent with his soul to 
You-azwj, and Indoctrinate him with proofs from You-azwj! O Allah-azwj! Your-azwj Pardon! Your-azwj 
Pardon!’ 

تَهُِوَِآمِنِْرَوْعَتَهُِوَِأَسْكِنِْإلِيَْهِِمِنِْرَحْْتَِكَِرَحَْْةًِتُ غْنِيهِِبِِاَِعَنِِْثَُُِتَضَعُِالطِ يَنِوَِاللَبَِِِوَِإِذَاِوَضَعْتَِالطِ يَنِوَِاللَبَِِِتَ قُولُِاللَهُمَِصِلِْوَحْدَتَهُِوَِآنِسِْوَحْشَِ
 تُكَِللِظاَلِمِينَِرَحَْْةِِمَنِْسِوَاكَِفإَِنَماَِرَحَِْْ

Then place the clay and the bricks. And when you have placed the clay and the brick, you 
should say, ‘O Allah-azwj! Connect his loneliness, and Comfort his scaredness, and Settle to him 
from Your-azwj Mercy, such a Mercy he can be needless by it from mercy of the ones apart 
from You-azwj, for rather You-azwj Mercy is for the unjust ones!’ 

 ِرَبَِالْعَالَمِينَِاللَهُمَِارْفَعِْدَرَجَتَهُِفيِأعَْلَىِعِلِ يِ يَنِوَِاخْلُفِْعَلَىِعَقِبِهِِفيِالْغَابِريِنَِوَِعِنْدَكَِنََْتَسِبُهُِيََِِإِنََِلِلَِِّوَِإِنََِإلِيَْهِِراجِعُونَِِثَُُِتََْرجُُِمِنَِالْقَبِِْوَِتَ قُولُِ

Then come out from the grave and say, ‘We are for Allah-azwj and are returning to Him-azwj! O 
Allah-azwj! Raise his ranks in the high Illiyeen, and Replace upon his posterity in the future, and 
in Your-azwj Presence is his Reckoning, O Lord-azwj of the worlds!’ 

كَِفَكَِعَلَيْهِِبَ عِْ كَِفَكَِعَلَىِقَبْهِِِعِنْدَِرأَْسِهِِوَِفَ ر جِِْأَصَابِعَكَِوَِاغْمِزْ دَِمَاِتَ نْضِحُِبِِلْمَاءِِفإَِذَاِانْصَرَفُواِفَضَعِِالْفَمَِعِنْدَِرأَْسِهِِوَِتُ نَادِيهِِبَِعَْلَىِفَ لَمَاِأَنِْدَفَ نُوهُِتَضَعُ
ِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِوَِأَنَِعَلِي اًِأمَِيَرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِإِمَامُكَِنٍِهَلِْأنَْتَِعَلَىِالْعَهْدِِالَذِيِفاَرَقْ تَنَاِعَلَيْهِِمِنِْشَهَادَةِِأَنِْلََِّإلَِهَِإِلََِّالَلُِّوَِأَنَِمَُُمَداًِصَوْتٍِيََِفُلَانَِبْنَِفُلَاِ

 وَِفُلَانٌِوَِفُلَانٌِحَتََِّتََْتَِِإِلََِآخِرهِِمِْ

When they bury him, place your palm upon his grave by his head and open your fingers and 
grip your palm upon it after having sprinkled with the water. When they leave, place the 
mouth by his head and call out to him at the top of your voice, ‘O so and so, son of so and so! 
Are you upon the Covenant which you had separated (from the world) upon, from the 
testimony that there is no god except Allah-azwj, and Muhammad-saww is Rasool-Allah-saww, and 
Ali Amir Al-Momineen-asws is your Imam-asws, and so is, so and so, and so and so’ – until your 
come to the last of them-asws. 

كُِفِينَاِالدُّخُولَِإلِيَْهِِفيِمَسْألَتَِنَاِإلَِِ ِيْهِِفإَِنهَُِيُ لَقَنُِفَ يَنْصَرفِاَنِِعَنْهُِوَِلََِّيَدْخُلَانِِإلِيَْهِِ.فإَِنهَُِإِذَاِفَ عَلَِذَلِكَِقاَلَِأَحَدُِالْمَلَكَيْنِِلِصَاحِبِهِِقَدْ
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When that is done, one of the two Angels will say to his companion, ‘We have been sufficed 
with the entering to see him regarding our questioning to him, for he has been indoctrinated!’ 
So they both leave from him and do not enter to see him’’.56 

 

 
56 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 79 – The Book Cleanliness  – Ch 12 H 43 a (Chapters on Funerals) 


