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‘Music-Singing - to what extent
forbidden in Islam’

Summary:

There is a general consensus among all Muslim sects that the ‘music and singing’ are
forbidden in Islam, but to what extent? That remains unresolved for centuries - as most
Muslims have taken a ‘soft’ approach towards ‘music and singing’, considering it lawful
if played under certain limits and for specific purposes. Some Muslims say that Prophet
Dawood™ (David) was given a beautiful voice and he used to seek forgiveness (for his=*
nation) by reciting verses, some even allege him playing flute and/or singing while
praying and preaching®’. However, most Muslims reject this stance and believe that
singing and music are forbidden in Islam.

The recitation, without music, with a tune, poses another problem for some as when the
Holy Quran, Praise of Allah**"i (Hamd) and His Prophet**"V (Naat), and eulogies/latmiya
are recited by a vocalist, some consider it to be also part of stV (singing). An attempt is

made in the article to clarify and better understand these issues, with the help of some
Ahadith of Masomeen@s"s,

Addendum: For some additional points are included at the end of the article (i.e., the
Tatbir (Qama)? on drum beats in Kabala during Ashura, Nobat in Imam Reza®"*’s Holy
Shrine and recitations of poetry in tunes similar to popular of songs.

Introduction:

The believers are supposed to be in the remembrance of Allah??¥, doing the zikr under
all situations and never wasting time and energy on playful and/or lustful activities.

o JJ'JO&L;L\ijﬂ&;ﬁﬁ';ﬁc&ﬁbw;ﬂ@;ycwwiyéwjLMJ&A&;M;@M\&:WJ
B S5 e g axl g e dl 55 ST e (AT 5 ade 1 o) A dsmy JU» 1B (O ade) i ae G e Ol
.((Ju.:.“ o 5;‘}4 9 L)LZ.H o 5;‘)-! IO‘J;’J{ 4 CM:{‘}\:{

! The view that Dawood (peace be upon him) used to seek forgiveness by playing the flute is a view for
which there is no basis, rather what is meant by the words of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) to Abu Moosa al-Ash’ari, “You have been given a beautiful voice (mizmaar, lit. flute) like the
beautiful voices of the family of Dawood” (narrated by al-Bukhaari (5048) and Muslim (793) is that he had
a beautiful voice, and the beauty of his voice was likened to the sound of the flute.

2 Hitting head with swords and knives during self-flaglation.
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Abu Abdullah™"Ys says that Rasool Allah*®"% said: ‘The one who frequents in Zikr of
Allah®% Mighty and Majestic, Allah?*¥ Loves him. And the one who does Zikr of Allah
awj frequently, two freedoms would be Written for him — Freedom from the Fire, and
the freedom from the hypocrisy’.3

als Je i ﬂ\umw*lﬁﬁj OWES éﬁf&"’:@j&‘)@'”j‘&wg‘f@&e
ats §f 180 I c5s 5] L3 o 81 53 e BB oG3T 595 4 5

In Al-Mahasin it is narrated that Hassan al-Baz'zaz narrated that

Imam Sadig"s said: “Do you want me to inform you about the hardest duties Allah-2%i
has Made incumbent upon His?" servants?” He?Ys then discussed three duties, the
third of which was to always remember Allah?®*¥, whether we are rushing to obey Him"
3w or we are committing sins.”4

V5 of93 pe S) Jomr oY 06 s e U S8R Y L e ) s ol L UG 1B s o) 8
Dl s Yy ol o Tue ol S0B b LS Alins Y celide baag 5 s OB USH USS S8 nbois
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Ibn Ya'qub narrated that:

Imam Sadig™®"* said: "Let not the people make you forget about yourself since you, not
they, will get the results of your own deeds.

Do not let your time be wasted, since there is an angel with you who is watching over
you. Do not underestimate your minor good deeds, since you will be pleased to see
their results in the future. Do not underestimate your minor bad deeds either since you
will be upset to see their results in the Hereafter. Perform good deeds since I"#%* have
not seen anything more desirable than them and know of nothing that is better than
good deeds to compensate for previous sins, as Allah??¥ Said: ‘For those things that are
good remove those that are evil; be that the word of remembrance to those who
remember (their Lord)." [The Holy Quran: Hud 11:114].°

33/362:2 @8
453 100 cpadll VI ye §lgI 88, H. 257
> MISHKAT UL-ANWAR FI GHURAR AL-AKHBAR, H. 335
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What are the time-wasting and playful activities? There are many, among those which
are prevalent in our society and are the most overlooked are the music and singing.
Some Ahadith are cited in order to have a better understanding of the severity of the
consequences if one is ever to get engaged in these.

The first one who Embraced Music and Signing:

g S 3 (Ot e ) 35T G L (Ll ale ) Bz 4T 06 06 Bl 2 LG g A aE e Bl Ol i i
s 5 fﬁw g AL 455 ( Ol s ) 53T B dnw 5 ;};u;jt B 5 2l a5 gbj‘% ECeCe WHE

S R Gg; :f\i‘! 4 ;:\.L:S L;.Aj\ u)fa.“

‘Abu Abdullah®%* said: ‘When Adam™ passed away and Iblees'™ and Qabeel™ both
rejoiced over it, and they both'® gathered in the earth. So Iblees™ and Qabeel"™ made
the amusements and the musical instruments as a gloating over Adam™. Thus,
everything what was in the earth from this, the striking of which the people can get
(false) pleasure with it, so rather it would be from that’.®

One should not sit with the one who is singing:
N B¢ g st )1 e adlag

And | asked him™@¥s about the man who deliberates the singing, can one be seated to
him?’ He"s said: ‘No’.” (An extract from a long Hadith)

Allah-#2% Says:
{26} udle uske s Y1 {25} Wi V5 58 s Spaas ¥

[56:25] They shall not hear therein vain or sinful discourse [56:26] Except the word
peace, peace

il dSly pomdl) 1B L Vs 19a) Led Opmonn ¥ 1algdy wualyl o o s

And His®W Statement [56:25] They shall not hear therein vain or sinful discourse, he
asws said: ‘The obscenities, and the lies, and the music.’®

6 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 3
7 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 10, The book of Argumentation, S3Ch 17 H 1
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The recitation of the Holy Quran as ‘i is Disliked:

y)& vj*‘-‘)vb ‘Le( AL A.J.c)a» Md\f.)udwuu;wxjwmu;pmwa, Jr—.)w.sl_f&
T8 Spaas 368l st fe 2 i 86 0 8T 5 and AT O 528 5 Gl 5 sl odh STE Wi (W s
e it 1 2l 5 Bl 05 1 5 B0 5 50 5,

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?"s having said: ‘Rasool Allah™®"¥ said: ‘Recite
the Quran with the tone of the Arabs and their voices; and beware of the immoral
people and the people (committing) major sins, for there would be coming a group of
people after me™®"¥, they would be repeating (Verses) of the Quran like the repetition
of the songs, and the lamentations, and the monks, not exceeding their throats. Their
hearts would be inverted along with the hearts of the ones amazed by their affair’.°

Vanities Implies as fiction (stories):
{3} o5 3l 5 24 il
And those who are turning away from the vanities [23:3]
QI A R (R LR (ENFPENE
(Ali Bin Ibrahim) said, ‘And regarding His®*¥ Words: And those who are turning away

from the vanities [23:3], he™®"* said: ‘It Means, from the singing and the musical
instruments’. 10

{6} ingh D132 2 Syl & 3k Wiy o B Lo 32 Al caad 3 s 25 0 g
And from the people there is one who buys amusing discourse in order to lead astray

from the Way of Allah without knowledge, and he takes it as a mockery. These, for
them would be an abasing Punishment [31:6]

LM;J,LJ@JW_XJ-\}‘L&;M&JU&A s\.:\”a.b‘hyu;«) AJ.OJ;—;J,LA.\)J&A ;L::LS»'U)LW'JBL((M

»

M“‘w,&q@wﬁum;&sww

8 Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn — CH 56 H 33
9 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH9 H 3

1088 :2 Aall awds (Extract)
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‘I heard Abu Ja’far®"“s saying: ‘The singing is from what Allah-®% Mighty and Majestic
has Prepared the Fire for’. And he®" recited this Verse: And from the people there is
one who buys amusing discourse in order to lead astray from the Way of Allah without
knowledge, and he takes it as a mockery. These, for them would be an abasing
Punishment [31:6] .1

N 9 4&5\},& N 9 e N 9 cQL::&l\ (,_:L..T Jé Ny (4.” 9 ale S ‘-gl.w) & J},‘ﬂ) J\:e gZuLJ \}i o Z()\J:S“ C.:JJ) J L_S;«:*;;“
.<<;\>\J22;£}M\;‘s:xi\§iéji§&;d@\&§j:C,.g.x;[-’ M oo 3 VP& ods o cdpTle g ol ek 5 b 3

‘Rasool Allah*®% said: ‘It is not Permissible to teach the singing, nor buying them
(singers), nor selling them, nor the business regarding them, and their dealing is
Prohibited. And this verse was not Revealed unto me=®"¥ except for the like of this talk:
And from the people there is one who buys amusing discourse in order to lead astray
from the Way of Allah [31:6] .

By sl B s e oples U W ads Jl Al Gy V) bl wso Spis &bl g g i JB S

K ERUIYS J)-<g & oo &8 LA@J&'}\J Oz (g el s
Then he™®V¥ said: ‘By the One®" Who Sent me*¥ with the Truth, a man does not
raise his voice with the singing except that Allah?¥l the Exalted Sends two Satans during

that — one upon this shoulder, and one upon that shoulder, both striking with their two
feet upon his chest, until he becomes quiet’.?

‘Vanities’ also implies as wasteful activities (including music/singing):

{42} Sydeg ol adag 100 B 1alis 15544 R0

So leave them engaging in vanities and playing around until they meet their Day
which they are Promised [70:42]

wvm_;uwwﬂwj;w&wwJu(ryww)mwdvu}w&,}‘;wu;ufﬁpd&

. /@“ﬁr AR

11.4/431:6 QSJ‘
12596 :2 )b.gS“ &)
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Abu Abdullah?¥s (6™ Imam) has said: ‘Listening to the singing (music) and the vanities
grow the hypocrisy in the heart just as the water grows the plantation’.13

When a ‘Momin’ listens to the Music:

25 Labns Loy Lol o Somy 0] (86 o 1(pD ko) e Y @8 1B Yy Gl e gt o el e 1 L)
?;w‘@w«i PL) 45-@-15‘;?.4.31{’-\5 32l

‘I said to Abu Abdullah®"Ys, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®%“! A man from our
companions, a devout Muslim, frequent of the Salat, has been tempted with love of the
desires, and he listens to the music (songs)?’

((?'C“ 5JL3J }" LEJ'L:}; Jj“.ﬂ-" JT LJ'AgJa EAL?C« o jT c(}»p o }T cL@.L;}J 53)\«,2]‘ ol :)JJ Lesiy T)} Ju}

So, he®%s said: ‘Does that prevent him from the Salat at its time, or from Fasting, or
from consoling a sick person, or attending a funeral, or visiting a brother (Momin)?’

) ela O) GUb ) jeare (Olaei) sl e sy 1 1 JB L) g bl e e 8 e SUS ang e Y el 1B

He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘No, that doesn’t prevent him from anything from the
(acts of) goodness or righteousness’. He®%s said: ‘This is from the footsteps of the
satan™. That would be Forgiven for him, if Allah?% so Desires’.

23T Wy o Cpmgald ) sl —JB —pl A ) PO (ST el cOlgesdl g S (3 T s ke 8O e 2l Oy 1 JG £
—oragt s WS (Dlsg )l g AN SO gl a3 1 G —JB - b SO e e

Then he™®%s said: ‘A group of Angels reproached the son of Adam™® regarding the
pleasures and the desires, meaning for you the Permissible, not the Prohibited ones’.
So, Allah®" Disdained for the Momineen from the children of Adam from the faulting
of the Angels to them, and He?* Cast in the minds of those Angels, the pleasures and
the desires, lest they fault the Momineen.

3 s O O LB cale uf}\jdmugmﬂﬂpﬂ}a%:yw‘wsw&@;w‘&sgaﬂsdﬁw—w

—oe® o S W g8 B s

He2"s said: ‘So when that flowed into their thoughts, they clamoured to Allah®¥ from
that and they said, ‘Our Lord??! Your?™ Pardon! Your??¥ Pardon! Return us to what
You?" had Created us and Keep us to be upon him for we fear being patient upon
confusing matters’. He®"s said: ‘So Allah?**i Removed that from their thoughts’.

13 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 23
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He s said: ‘So when it would be the Day of Judgment, and the people of the Paradise
come to be in the Paradise, those Angels would seek permission upon the inhabitants of
the Paradise. So, they would permit for them and they would be entering to meet them
and they would be greeting them and they would be saying to them: Greetings be upon
you due to your having been patient Greetings be upon you due to your having been
patient [13:24], in the world, from the pleasures and the Permissible desires”.*

‘el (Music) in ‘53 338 15281 5 0833 Ge i 15258 (22:30) :

e ) D12 of EJ 06 st f 22 S0k g e 2 Wi 3 A e 0 A 3 G 285G o 6o 08 el e Bhe

20 06 a8 038 155 5 083 e 25l 1RG5 5 3 1 U3 0 (3

‘| asked Abu Abdullah®%s about the Words of Allah??% Mighty and Majestic: Therefore
avoid the uncleanness of the idols and avoid the false words [22:30] ’. He™®*"* said: ‘The
singing (music)’.r?

L GU Ak 16 J6 (L e ) e Gl sp il ST als Jfoe e s as2 e i

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"Ys having said: ‘The singing is a nest for the
hypocrisy’.1®

55 e (Ot ade ) A1 of ST 06 BN e 22 ol b G 0 JUE o o a3E o BT e 0 AKE
Ho 3 5o O 18IS JUE 3SSE s B SUEs 3SUE JWE O 3 G35 (4Ty ade 1 Lo ) ) 525 O 088 24) &S
Joud Jo gy Gl o Galets 6570) B0 2 5008V T B8 T 0351 3 eV L L 5 (2301 5 ol s L 5 ok

< 2@ S T L » N ° <
Oshal G ) 480 5 Galy 54 155 25

‘| asked Abu Abdullah%s about ‘.’ the singing (music) and | said, ‘They (people) are
claiming that Rasool Allah=®'% allowed the saying (singing) of, ‘We have come to you,

14.42 /211 :2 ol s
15 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 1
16 A| Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 2
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we have come to you! Greet us, greet us, we will greet you’. So, he®"s said:” They are
lying! Allah?% Mighty and Majestic is Saying [21:16] And We did not Create the sky and
the earth and what is between the two for sport [21:17] Had We Wanted to Take to a
pass-time, We would have Taken it from before Ourselves had We wanted to Do (it)
[21:18] But, We Cast the Truth against the falsehood, so that it breaks its head, and
behold! It vanishes; and woe unto you for what you are describing’.

Lo SRR s Geas B 0 s JB

Then he®"s said: ‘Woe be unto so and so from what he described a man who was not
present in the gathering’.!’

B3 8 (Ol ade ) e T e ST AR Gl 5 e 3 R e Ol T e AR Gl 1 e agl DR Rl 8 e

CHGl 32 6 Biek Y Gl s s 5 5

Abu Abdullah?s (said) regarding the Words of Allah®¥ Mighty and Majestic And they
who are not witnessing (attending) what is false [25:72]. He®"* said: ‘It is ‘gllgj\’ the

singing (music)’.18

e I8 (ol e ) i gl 3 phtd o M2 08 DA 1 o el o e 08 238 T G P sl 05 ) 8 00
0 sk g ole 8 B0 ot 55 il e 3G 1 0 G B 00 O 5 50 e g 5 5 2 g G2 Ui
BCVERSR R STt

‘I heard Abu Ja’far®"s saying, s’ the singing (music) is from what Allah?% Mighty
and Majestic has Promised the Fire over it’, and he™®"Ys recited this Verse And from the
people is one who buys amusing discourse to lead astray from Allah’s Way without

knowledge, and to take it for a mockery; these shall have an abasing Punishment’
[31:6].7°

2

MMJ_JJ};LL;MV,AJU’jJM’JUU’;LACJ}LMJL((M\A..L;)&\MJVJ;MJJ‘)@JJ&M&V&C

s

17 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 12
18 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 13
19 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 4
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%s, said, ‘1 heard him?"s saying: “‘;LL;J!’ the

singing (music) is from what Allah? Said [31:6] And from the people is one who buys
amusing discourse to lead astray from Allah’s Way’.?°

Sl de ) B2 G 22 el o 2 gl i i S QA o 2 G 2 B i i 2 BRbT e
4 J6 55 S5k ¥ 2l 5 45 5 % 455 8 J6 (

Abu Abdullah?%s having said regarding the Words of the Mighty and Majestic [25:72]
And they who are not witnessing (attending) what is false. He™®"* said: ’éllgj!' the

singing (music)’.2!

8l 5 (Pl de ) 0 T 0ok (e ) Lo o o e 06 390 o 55 8 e 1 sl s B

A o G e i) B iR 8 W G 5 s 5 B A U 5 U

‘| heard Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza*s (8t Imam) saying: ‘Abu Abdullah*s was asked about
’gﬁgj\’ the singing (music), so he®"s said: ‘These are the Words of Allah®*"i Mighty and

Majestic [31:6] And from the people is one who buys amusing discourse to lead astray
from Allah’s Way’ .??

A ‘Momin’ (believer) should Stay Away from those who sing/play music:

WS 85 0 IS (o ade ) 0 e o G50 il 5 36 5500 4T Gl 26 56 05 s el 2504 5
a3 % Y &) u L i ol Wl 05 FTED g a s v il b A B LS W o o os e

s Al s 5 el s 5 3 B 0 ke W T OB L8 s

‘We lodged at Al-Medina, so we went over to Abu Abdullah?@%s, so he?®%s said to us:
‘Where are you lodged at?’ So, we said, ‘At so and so, the owner of the singing slave-

girls’.

He"s said: ‘Be honourable’. So, by Allah?", we did not know what he?®%s intended by
it, and we thought that he®"s was saying that we should be graceful to him. So, we

20 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 5
21 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 6
22 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 8
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returned to him@%s, so we said, ‘We do not know what you®"s intended by your?+s
words: ‘Be honourable”. So, he®"s said: ‘Have you all not hear the Words of Allah=?¥
Mighty and Majestic in His*¥ Book, and when they pass by what is vain, they pass by
nobly’ [25:72].%3

Q3 81 a3 ST QL 8 4G (ol ade ) 0 T L ESTJ06 54 3 SIaka e Lid O (E gl 0 AL

Y 0 A e et ol EIBT 3 ol s 5 G s 2 D 5 L S

‘I was in the presence of Abu Abdullah®"%s, so a man said to him™?#V%s, ‘May my father and
my mother be sacrificed for you@"*! | entered a toilet of mine and for me is a neighbour
with whom are slave girls who are singing and striking with the sticks. So Sometimes |
prolong my sitting in order to listen to them’. He®"* said: ‘Do not do it’.

O gl 48315 5 sl g sz Oy Dk s 5 Bl cag BT e A I 8L el pe 26 T U B g g I

S gl G gl 8y 380 Sas Ve ¥ g sl 20 B 0 20 591 adis 11 30 00 5 s Ju Vpes iz

The man said, ‘By Allah®"¥! | do not go to them, but rather it is a sound which | hear
with my ears’. He"s said; ‘For the Sake of Allah®"il You, have you not heard Allah??¥
Mighty and Majestic Saying [17:36] surely the hearing and the sight and the heart, all
of these, shall be questioned about?’ So, he said, ‘Yes, by Allah??"/l But, it is as if | never
heard this verse from the Book of Allah®¥, from neither non-Arabs, nor Arabs. | would
not be repeating it, Allah*¥ Willing and | seek Forgiveness of Allah-22"",

Koeaile ;000 Lo il Rl 080 ke AT e Tloar 305 S G e 5 0 B4 JE
T K B0 kY 153 ) 5 e Y 5V DB 5K G

He#%s said to him: ‘Arise and wash, and ask whatever comes to you, for you are
standing upon a great matter. How evil would your situation have been had you died
upon that? Praise Allah®* and ask Him*"s for the repentance from everything which
He?? Dislikes, for He®" does not Dislike except for every ugliness, and as for the
ugliness, so leave it for its deserving ones, for everything there are deserving ones’.?*

Those who play ‘clarinet’, drums and dance:

sy 4l 0 gall 22 06 (ot ade ) &1 e f 22 U Oite 02 33 i) o S el 2 o2 1 13

23 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 9
24 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 10
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘The one whom Allah32%
Favours with a Bounty, so he comes during that Bounty with a clarinet, so he has denied
it; and the one who is hit by a difficulty, so he comes during to difficulty with a lamenter,
so he has denied it’.?®

S o ST (0 e i o) @1 055 06 J6 (5Ll ale ) 15 o 02 801 o o8 ol 20 sty 5 2
NN E RS BENE

Abu Abdullah®"s has narrated that Rasool Allah=®%W said: ‘I®"% hereby forbid you all
from:

o5 o 5 g

The dancing and use of flutes, as well as smaller and larger drums.2®

Condemnation of drumming:

Jsks (pohd ade ) B0 o of i J6 coplial xfff,uwdff)wo,ud;’fwjffu
7o U O I PTG O [

‘I heard Abu Abdullah@"s saying: ‘Striking the two drumsticks grows the hypocrisy in the

heart just as the water grows the vegetation’.?”

L;_?\/_ALE\ @ 3W L PR Y] éw» JB (oSt ade ) b1 e éw 2Rk E u,; A oF al 0 a3 55 e

CEDad e

Abu Abdullah¥s having said: ‘Listening to the singing (music) and the vanities grow the
hypocrisy in the heart just as the water grows the plantation’.?®

25 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 11
26 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 7

27 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 20
28 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 23
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State of a House where Music is played for 40 days:

5 Jok (Ui e ) B0 e o 8 06z 03 Bt 22 e o OUEE 22 s o3 82 3 TR 02 sl 2 B
el JE AL Sb 98 BB G5 s Jleh e 15 5 Ll L Gl b5 S )% 03 S 4 08 Tl
RPN PR ) ERPREE TR PR PR ORI e

‘I heard Abu Abdullah™®"s saying: ‘A devil called Al-Qafandar, whenever in the house of a
man a flute is played for forty days, and men come over for it, that devil places every
part of his upon a similar part of the owner of the house, then blows into him with a
blowing, so he does not care after that until they (the other men) come on to his wives,
so he does not care’.?*

G0 bz ol 0 Bl Uy sl L o G0 00 06 Gantd 595 G 25 028 3 ne 5 083 08 50 5 s
L d3 Y 506G g T 5 i a g SIS OEE e D8 ) sl e Tk S 3

(He®%s): ‘The one who strikes a flute in his house for forty days, Allah** would Cause a
devil called Al-Qafandar to overcome him, so there would not remain a part from his
body parts except that he (the devil) would sit upon it. So, when it would be like that,
the shame would be removed from him, and he would not care what he says, nor what

is said in it’.3°

Ruination of the Houses where music is played:
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‘Abu Abdullah?¥s said: ‘The house of the singing (music), there is no safety in it from

the calamities, nor are the supplications Answered in it, nor do the Angels enter into
it’.31

2 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 14
30 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 17
31 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 15
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Ali#Ys Bin Al-Husayn“s has said: ‘Allah®¥ does not Sanctify a community in which
there is clanging by the clarinets and its eulogies cause grief’.32
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said to me: ‘Where were you?’ So, | thought that he®%s knew the
place, so | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®%s! | was passing by so and so, so he
withheld me, and | entered into his house and looked at his slave girls’. So, he™®"* said to
me: ‘That is a gathering Allah**I Mighty and Majestic does not Look at its inhabitants.
May there be safety from Allah?*" Mighty and Majestic upon your family and your
wealth’.33
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah*%s saying: ‘The singing (music) gathering, Allah®*" does not Look
at its people, and it is from what Allah®™ Mighty and Majestic Said And from the
people is one who buys amusing discourse to lead astray from Allah’s Way’ [31:6].3*
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Abu Abdullah@"s, said, ‘He"s was asked about the singing (music), and | was present,
so he"* said: ‘Do not enter the house which Allah®"¥ has Turned away (Blessings) from
its inhabitants’.3>

32 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 21
33 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 22
34 Al Kafi— V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 16
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Condemnation of singing/music:
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‘I asked Al-Khurasany?"s (8th Imam™*s), and | said that Al-Abbasy mentioned that you"
asws are allowing with regards to the singing (music)?’ So he®"Y* said: ‘The apostate has
lied! I®%s did not say to him like this. He asked me™?"* about the singing (music), so I"*
said to him: ‘A man came over to Abu Ja’far®"s, so he asked him@¥* about the singing
(music). He®"s said: ‘O so and so! If Allah?*" were to Differentiate between the Truth
and the Falsehood, so where would the singing (music) be?’ So he said, ‘With the
falsehood’. He®"s said: ‘So you have judged’.3®
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah®"s about the Words of Allah®¥ Mighty and Majestic [22:30]
therefore avoid the uncleanness of the idols and avoid false words. He®"* said: ‘The
‘uncleanness of the idols’ is the chess, and the ‘false words’ is the singing (music)’.3’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah**s regarding the Words of Allah-* Blessed
and High [22:30] therefore avoid the uncleanness of the idols and avoid false words.
He#%s said: ‘The uncleanness of the idols it is the chess, and the false words is the

singing (music)’.38

35 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 18
36 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 25
37 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 35 H 2
38 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 35 H 7
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(It has been narrated) from one of the two™?%s (5% or 6" Imam=**s) having said: ‘The
singing (music) is a nest of hypocrisy, and the (intoxicating) drink is a key to every evil,
and the one habitual of (drinking) the wine is like a worshipper of the idols, a belier of
the Book of Allah®", Had he ratified the Book of Allah®¥, he would have prohibited
(himself) from the Prohibitions of Allah22% 39
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‘Abu Abdullah®%s was asked about the wine, so he®%s said: ‘Rasool Allah®®"V said:
‘Allah?® Mighty and Majestic Sent me™®% as a Mercy to the worlds, and for the
obliteration (destruction) of the musical instruments, and the affairs of the Pre-Islamic
period, and the idols’. (an extract).*°

Rewards for giving-up on singing/music:
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Abu Al-Hassan@"s has said: ‘The one who removes himself from the singing (music), so
in the Paradise there is a tree which Allah?*i Mighty and Majestic Commands the winds
that they should stir it, so such sounds are heard for it the likes of which have not been
heard, and the one who does not remove himself from it, would not hear it’.%?

39 |LLAL AL SHARAIE -V 2 Ch 224 H 3
40 Al Kafi—V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 14 H 1
41 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 19
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Imam™#"* asked for ‘Latmiya’ in a grief-stricken tone (vocal):
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Abul Abbas Al-Qurashi has narrated to me from Mohammed ibn Hussain ibn Abil Khattab, who from
Mohammed ibn Ismail, from Salih ibn Ugbah, from Abi Harun Al-Makfuf, who has said:

Abu Abdullah®"s said to me: O Aba Harun! Recite a poem for the me2¥s about Hussain
asws_So, | recited a poem for him@%s and he@"s cried.

Then the Imam™"s said: Recite it in the same way that you (usually) recite — with a grief-
stricken tone (i.e., intonation).

Then | recited (the poem which starts with) the following verse:
‘Pass by the grave of Hussain®%s and say to his@"s purified bones...’

Imam™@"s cried and asked me to recite more poems for him@%s, | recited another poem
for him@¥s, The Imam™@"* cried (again) and | also heard (ladies) crying from behind the
curtain.

After, | finished (reciting the poems), the Imam™ ¥ said to me:

O Aba Harun! If one recites a poem about Hussain®%s and cries and makes ten people
cry, Paradise will be registered for him and for them. If one recites a poem about
Hussain®"“s and cries and makes five people cry, Paradise will be registered for him and
for them. If one recites a poem about Hussain®%s and cries and makes one person cry,
Paradise will be registered for him and for he who cries.*?

Additional Ahadith, from Bihar Al-Anwaar related to Music are quoted in the Appendix:
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Appendix: Additional Ahadith on Music from Bihar Al-Anwaar

% Fat et s 2o, o4, ° s .. i LRI o PR T A . .
i*fsfé;‘%i;ai:"éuuw‘iw‘«}Lﬂu?ilfé*ﬁém%fg\f@;idb;&};ﬁrf\ﬂfdbélg@';&%i‘fﬁ'w

‘| said to Abu Abdullah?"s, ‘May | be sacrificed for you@%s! | want to ask you@"“s about
something | am embarrassed from’.

He3Ws said: ‘Ask!’
| said, ‘Is there singing in the Paradise?’

et e G g § ool Bt il 08 L35 e b Tas i 3 8 06
He®%s said: ‘In there, Paradise there is a tree. Allah-#¥ will Command its winds, so it will
blow and strike that tree with such sounds the creatures would not have heard the likes
of this excellence’.
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Then he™®"Ys said: ‘This is in compensation for the one who neglects listening in the
world from fear of Allah®¥’ — the Hadeeth”.#3
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And the amusements which hinder from Zikr of Allah®¥ Blessed and Exalted,
abhorrence(s) like the singing, and striking the strings (of guitar etc.), and the

persistence upon the minor sins’.

Gl 8 B s 3 81 JBF

Then he™®VYs said: ‘Surely in this there is a Message for a worshipping people
[21:106]" **

43 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 76 — The Book of Evil deeds—Ch 99 H 6
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 76 — The Book of Evil deeds — Ch 68 H 11
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah@%* saying: ‘The singing inherits the hypocrisy and the poverty is
the consequence” .*
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‘I asked Ja’far Bin Muhammad?"“* about Words of Allah®¥ Mighty and Majestic:
therefore keep aside from the uncleanness of the idols and keep aside from the false
words [22:30]. HeYs said: ‘The ‘uncleanness’ is from the idols, the chess, and ‘the false
words’ is the songs’.
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| said, “‘Words of Mighty and Majestic: And from the people there is the one who buys
amusing discourse [31:6]. He®"s said: ‘From it is the singing”’.®
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‘I wrote to Abu Ja'far®%s to seek permission for me is eulogising Abu Al-Hassan®"s,
meaning his®"Ys father?W’,

He (the narrator) said, ‘He®"%* wrote to me: ‘Lament (mourn) me?"s and my?"s father
asws’’ 47

4> Bihar Al-Anwaar V 76 — The Book of Evil deeds—Ch 99 H 7
46 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 76 — The Book of Evil deeds — Ch 99 H 20
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And it is transmitted from him2*"s that he®"s saw Jabir Bin Abdullah™, may Allah? be
Satisfied with him™, and he™ had sighed deeply. He®%* said: ‘O Jabir™! Upon what is
your™ sighing? Is it upon the world?’

Jabir™ said, ‘Yes'.
fob Ji g hoh U IRR A ’C;C:Jt 5 2esdall g ypadl 5 J ST dsn G S e Jas

He s said to him™: ‘O Jabir™! Pleasures of the world are seven — the edibles, and the
drinkables, and the wearables, and the relationships, and the rides, and the smells, and
the listened.
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The most pleasurable of the edibles is the honey, and it is a spit from its fly (bee), and
the sweetest of the drinks is the water, and suffice with its legalisation and its bathing
upon the surface of the earth.
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And loftiest of the wearables is the brocade (silk), and it is from the saliva of an insect;
and the highest of the copulations are (with) the women, and it is an interest in an
interest, and an example for an example, and rather the best of what is wanted in the
woman is the ugliest of what is in her.
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And the highest of the rides is the horse, and it is a battler; and the best of the smells is
the musk, and it is a blood from the navel of an animal; and best of the listened is the
music and the singing, and it is a sin. So, what are these descriptions? An intellectual will
not be competing upon it’.
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47 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 76 — The Book of Evil deeds — Ch 101 H 10
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Jabir Bin Abdullah™ said: ‘By Allah#"il The world did not occur upon my™ heart after
it'”.48
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And when silk will be worn, and the wine will be drunk, and singers and the musical
instruments are taken, and the latter ones of this community will curse its former ones,
so after that they will be indulging in three characteristics — red wind, and morphing,

and disintegration””.*°
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The singing is a lamentation of Iblees™ upon the Paradise; when one of you wants to
sleep, then let him place his right hand under his right cheek, and let him say, ‘In the
Name of Allah?™¥! | place my side for Allah®"i upon the Religion of lbrahim and
Religion of Muhammad**"% and Wilayah of the one the obedience to whom Allah?2%i
has Obligated. Whatever Allah?? Desires happens, and what He®*" does not Desire,
does not happen’. The one who says that at his sleep would be protected from the thief,
and the invader, and the demolition, and the Angels would seek Forgiveness for him.*>
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And the amusement which hinders from the Zikr of Allah®*¥ Blessed and Exalted is
abhorrent, like the singing and striking the vocal chords, and the persistence upon the
smaller sins’.
o opile psd) DU e (3 Of (POt ade) JU &
77 51

Then he®"s said: ‘Surely in this is the manifesto for worshipping people”.
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And | asked him™@W¥s gbout the man who deliberates the singing, can one be seated to
him (in his company)?’ He-asws said: ‘No’.5

48 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 75 - The book ‘Al Rawza’ - Ch 15 H 69

49 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 74 - The book ‘Al Rawza’ - Ch 7 H 138

50 An extract Bihar ul Anwar vol. 10

51 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 10, The book of Argumentation, S4Ch 14 H 1
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And | asked him-asws about the singing, is it correct during the (Eids of) Al-Fitr and Al-
Azha and the happiness? He-asws said: ‘There is no problem for as long as he does not
blows (flute etc.) with it’.>
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And the false testimony, and the despair from the Spirit of Allah®?¥, and the feeling safe
from the Plan of Allah®, and the despair from Mercy of Allah?", and assisting the
oppressors and the inclining towards them, and the false swear, and withholding the
rights from without having financial difficulties, and the plotting, and the Kufr, and the
extravagance, and the wasting, and the betrayal, and concealing the testimony, and the
amusements which hinder from Zikr of Allah®%, like the singing and striking of the
strings, and the persistence upon the small ones from the sins.
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So, these are the Principles of the Religion (Usool Al Deen), and the Praise is for Allah-

awi Lord?™ of the worlds, and may Allah®®¥ Send Salawat upon His®% Prophet™=awW

and his®¥ Progeny@"“s, and submit submissively”.>*
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‘| said to Al-Reza@"s, ‘Al-Abbasy (Hisham Bin lIbrahim Al-Abbasy) informed me that you"
asws have allowed listening to the songs’.
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He@%s said: ‘The atheist is lying! It did not happen like this. But rather, he had asked me-
asws gbout listening to the songs, so 1" let him know that a man had come to Abu Ja’far
Muhammad@"s Bin Ali@%s Bin Al-Husayn®"“* and asked him™@¥s about listening to the
songs. He"s said to him: ‘Inform me! When Allah?? Blessed and Exalted Gathers

52 An extract Bihar ul Anwar vol. 10
53 An extract Bihar ul Anwar vol. 10
54 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 10, The book of Argumentation, S3 Ch 20 H 2
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between the truth and the falsehood, with which of the two would the songs happen to
be?” The man said, ‘With the falsehood’. Abu Ja’far?"“s said to him: ‘It suffices you, for

you have judged against yourself’. So, like this were my2*s words to him’’.%°
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‘I said to Abu Abdullah®Ws, ‘May | be sacrificed for you?#W“sI A man from our
companions, a devout Muslim, frequent of the Salat, has been tempted with love of the
desires, and he listens to the music (songs)?’
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So, he®Ws said: ‘Does that prevent him from the Salat at its time, or from Fasting, or
from consoling a sick person, or attending a funeral, or visiting a brother (Momin)?’

) ela O) GU3 o jeare (Olaei) sl e sy 1 1 JB L) g bl e e 8 e SUS ang o Y el 1 B

He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘No, that doesn’t prevent him from anything from the
(acts of) goodness or righteousness’. He®Ws said: ‘This is from the footsteps of the
Satan2. That would be Forgiven for him, if Allah"3% so Desires’.
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Then he®Ws said: ‘A group of Angels reproached the son of Adam™s regarding the
pleasures and the desires, meaning for you the Permissible, not the Prohibited ones’.
So, Allah3% Disdained for the Momineen from the children of Adam from the faulting
of the Angels to them, and He#" Cast in the minds of those Angels, the pleasures and
the desires, lest they fault the Momineen.
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He@%s said: ‘So when that flowed into their thoughts, they clamoured to Allah-32% from
that and they said, ‘Our Lord@2"! Your@% Pardon! Your@% Pardon! Return us to what
You@W had Created us and Keep us to be upon him for we fear being patient upon
confusing matters’. He@"s said: ‘So Allah@¥i Removed that from their thoughts’.

55 Bihar Al Awaar —V 49, The book of History — Ali Al Reza®*“s, Ch 18 H6
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He 3Ws said: ‘So when it would be the Day of Judgment, and the people of the Paradise
come to be in the Paradise, those Angels would seek permission upon the inhabitants of
the Paradise. So, they would permit for them and they would be entering to meet them
and they would be greeting them and they would be saying to them: Greetings be upon
you due to your having been patient Greetings be upon you due to your having been

patient [13:24], in the world, from the pleasures and the Permissible desires’.%®

Addendum:

For some additional points, (i.e., the Tatbir on drum beats in Kabala on the day of
Ashura, Nobat in Imam Reza?®"*’s Holy Shrine, recitations of poetry in tunes similar to
that of songs, are briefly addressed below.

The Recitation of Prophets® of the Holy Books in Grief-Stricken Tones

We have already mentioned that some Muslims have fabricated lies that Prophet
Dawood™ used to sing (Nouzobillah), but rather it was the recitation of Psalms (Zabor)
in the beautiful tone and voice, see for example:
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‘From Al-Sadiq Ja’far?®%s Bin Muhammad?*"* having said: ‘One day Dawood™ went out
reciting the Psalms, and it was so that whenever he® recited the Psalms, there neither
remained any stone, nor bird, nor wild animal except answered him®. He? did not
cease going until he® ended up to a mountain, and upon that mountain there was a
Prophet™® worshipping, called Hizkeel™®s.
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When he® heard the resonance of the mountain and the voices of the animals and the
bird, he® knew that it was Dawood ™. Dawood™ said: ‘O Hizkeel?! Do you™ allow me
to ascend to you?’ He® said: ‘No’. Dawood™ cried, so Allah®*", Majestic is His?Wi

5642 /211 12 (ghbial s

Page 26 of 30




‘Music-Singing - to what extent forbidden in Islam www.hubeali.com

Majesty Revealed to hims: “O Hizkeel®! Do not fault Dawood? and ask Me " for the
well-being!”
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Hizkeel® stood up and grabbed a hand of Dawood™® and raised him™® to him™.
Dawood™ said: ‘O Hizkeel®! Do you™ think of sinning (mistake) at all?” He™ said: ‘No’.
He ™ said: ‘Does the self-conceitedness enter you from what you™ are in from worship
of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic?’ He™ said: ‘No’.

He?* said: ‘Do you™ tend to incline towards the world and love to take from its desires
and its pleasures?’ He™® said: ‘Yes, sometimes my heart is exposed’. He® said: ‘So what
is that you do when that happens?’ He™® said: ‘I® enter this cave and learn lessons with
what is therein’.
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He@%s said: ‘The Prophet ™ entered the cave, and there was a bed of iron, upon it was a
decayed skull and perished bones, and there was an iron tabled wherein was a letter.
He? read it, and there it was: ‘Il am Arwy Salam. | ruled for a thousand years, and built a
thousand cities, and deflowered a thousand virgins. The last of my matters is that the
dust became my bed, and the stones my pillow, and the insects and the snakes my
neighbours. So, the one who sees me, he should not be deceived by the world”.>’

Recitation of Holy Quran by Rasool Allah=?"%:

When Rasool Allah*®"% would recite the Holy Quran, it would touch the hearts and
minds of people, so disbelievers would put their fingers in their ears, e.g.,
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Then Rasool Allah™=®"W began Surah Fussilat. When he™®*% reached to His®** Words: But

if they turn aside, then say: ‘I warn you of a thunderbolt like the thunderbolt (which
struck the people of) Aad and Samood [41:13]. When he (Abu Abdul Shams)>® heard it,

57 Bihar Al-Anwaar-V 14, The book of Prophet-hood, Ch 2 H 3
58 A very affluent and learned disbeliever of Makkah
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his hair stood on his skin, and so did every hair in his head and his beard. Then he stood
up and went to his house and did not return to Quraysh (an extract).>®
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‘Abu Ja’far®%s said to me: ‘Read!’. | said, ‘From which thing?’ He?®"* said: ‘From the
ninth Chapter’. | went on to seek it. He™"* said: ‘Read from Surah Yunus (Chapter 10). |
recited: For those who do good is the good and more; neither will darkness cover their
faces nor disgrace [10:26]. He s said: ‘Rasool Allah2%" said: ‘[*"Y am astonished how
I3 do not age when I?W¥ recite the Quran”’.%°

Recitation of Holy Quran by the 4" Imam="s:

“% 0

It is reported that Musa@%* Bin Ja’far®%s was of excellent voice, excellent recitation (of
the Holy Quran), and one day from the days, he®"* said: ‘Ali"®"%* Bin Al-Husayn®"“* used
to recite the Quran. Sometimes the passer-by would pass by him?@%s and would be
stunned from the excellence of his®%s voice, and if the prayer-leader were to reveal
something from that, the people would not be able to endure it’.
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It was said to him, ‘Wasn’t Rasool Allah=®"W praying the Salat (leading) the people and
hesW would raise his*®¥ voice?’ He®%s said: ‘Rasool Allah=®"" was only loading upon
the ones behind him#¥% what they could endure” %!
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59 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 17, The book of our Prophets®¥, P2 Ch 1 H 17
60 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 46, The book of History — Muhammad Al Bagir"“s, Ch 6 H 49
61 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 46, The book of History — Ali Bin Al-Husayn®“s, Ch 5 H 43
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‘AlisWs Bin Al-Husayn@%s said: “/(Even) if (all) the ones in the east and the west were to
die, I*"s would not be lonely if the Quran happens to be with me?®%“*, And it was so
that whenever he s recited Master of the Day of Reckoning [1:4], he " would keep
on repeating it (in a grief-stricken tone) until he®%s would almost be dying”’.6?
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‘A group sought permission to see Abu Ja’far®“s, They said, ‘When we were in the
corridor when he®"s recited in Assyrian with excellent recitation and he®"* cried until
some of us cried, and we could not understand what he®" was saying. We thought that
there was one of the people of the Book with him@sWs he@¥s js reciting to.
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When the voice terminated, we entered to see him@%s, but did not see anyone being
with him@%s, We said, ‘We were hearing an Assyrian recitation in a grief-stricken voice!’
He?®Ws said: ‘I recalled a whispering of the Prophet? Eliya®, so it made me?W"s
cry” .83
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And it is (reported by a narrator) so that whenever he®"s (Imam Ali®"* |lbn Hussain3"s)
recites (Quran) in his®"“s prayer niche, the birds and the beasts gather being fascinated
to his®%s voice, and his®"* recitation was like the Psalms of David™ (like recitation of
Prophet David®) and he®"s is from the most learned of the people, and kindest of the
people, and severest of the people in striving and worship, and | dislike objecting to
commander of the faithful, That is because Allah does not Change a Favour He has
Favoured upon a people until they change what is with themselves, and surely Allah is
Hearing, Knowing [8:53] (an extract).®*
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62 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 46, The book of History — Ali Bin Al-Husayn®*, Ch 5 H 101
63 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 46, The book of History — Muhammad Al Bagir%“s, Ch 5 H 50
64 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 46, The book of History — Muhammad Al Bagir*%“s, Ch 8 H 12
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And it is reported from Abu Abdullah¥* having said: ‘For every Reward there is a limit,
except the tears (shed) regarding us2sws 6>

Finally, drum beating during the Tatbir and Nobat playing in the Holy Shrine of Imam Ali
Reza®"s, can be considered as traditional practices and these do not necessarily provide
justifications for others to acquire such practices without the clear proofs from Ahadith.
Whereas, in the recitations of the poetry dedicated to Ahl Al-Bayt®"s, i.e., lamenting
and praising in verses (recited in intonations)®®, we find evidence from Ahadith, a similar
tune is also found in the loud recitation of Azan and Agama.

8 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 44, The book of History — Al-Hassan®", Ch 34 H25 b
8 — Intonation is the sound changes produced by the rise and fall of the voice in recitation
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