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Salat-ul-Layl (The Night Salat)
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Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®®"" said: ‘I°*""' bequeath to you®"*, O
Ali**"®, with regards to yourself®*"®, with certain qualities, therefore memorise it. Our
Allah®"l Help him®"* (to memorise it)! The first is the truthfulness, so do not let a lie
come out from your®*"* mouth, ever. And the second is the piety, so do not incline
towards the betrayal, ever. And the third is the fear of Allah®" as if you™"* can see
Him®*"". The fourth is the wailing for the Sake of Allah®", there shall be Built for
you®™"* a house in the Paradise for every teardrop. The fifth is spending your®"®
wealth and your®** blood besides for your®*** Religion. And the sixth, is the taking to

my*®"" Sunnah regarding my**"" Prayer, and my*®"" Fasting, and my®®"" charity’.
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So as for the Fasting, so there are the three days in the month — the Thursday during
the beginning of the month, and the Wednesday in the middle of the month, and the
Thursday at the end of the month.
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And the charity by your effort until you will be saying: ‘1" have been
extravagant’, and you®"* have not been extravagant.

And upon you is the night Prayer (repeated it four times), and upon you®"* is
the afternoon Prayer. And upon you®"* is that you®"* raise your®"® hands to
your®®*"® Lord®*" and turn towards Him*" frequently. And it is upon you®*** to recite
the Quran in every situation. And it is upon you®*** to brush your®"* teeth for every
ablution. And it is upon you®"* to have beautiful morals, therefore commit these. And
it is upon you®"* to keep aside from evil manners. Therefore if you®"* were not to do
these, do not blame (anyone) except yourself®"’.*

! Al-Mahaasin — V 1 Bk 1H 48
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How Many Rak’at are in Day and Night?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The Obligatory and the
optional (Salats) are fifty-one (51) Rak’at — from it are two Rak’at after the night (to
be prayed) seated (After Isha Salat), counted as one Rak’at prayed while he is
standing. The Obligatory from these are seventeen (17) Rak’at, and the optional are
thirty four (34) Rak’at .

]

B 3 O el by (Ol ey od Y S 06 i of g asd g it e i e adi gy ded
JE i Jasl B b G 0T g e Gl @B Gl Jiad ek 5 Gl 5 gl i e ¢
it 5 5y e

‘| said to Abu Al-Hassan®*"*, ‘Our companions are differing regarding the voluntary
Salats. Some of them are praying forty four (Rak’at), and some of them are praying
fifty (Rak’af). So inform me with which are you®"* acting upon, how it is so that | can
act upon the like of it'. So he®*" said: ‘I**"° pray fifty-one Rak’at .
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Then he*"® said: ‘Hold on!” And he®™"* counted by his®"* hand — ‘The midday is
eight (Rak’at), and four after Al-Zohr, and four before Al-Asr, and two Rak’at after Al-

Maghrib, and two Rak’at before Isha the last, and two Rak’at after Al-Isha while
seated, accounted as one Rak’at while standing,

And eight for the night Salat, and Al-Witr is of three, and two Rak’at of Al-Fajr, and
the Obligatory ones are seventeen. So that is fifty-one (Rak’at) .
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2 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 84 H 2
3 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 84 H 8

4 out of 15




Salat-ul-Layl (The Night Salat) www.hubeali.com

‘| said to Al-Reza®"*, ‘How many Rak’at are in the (daily) Salats?’ So he

‘Fifty-one Rak’at'.

aswWs said:
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Muhammad Bin Ahmad Bin Yahya, from Muhammad Bin Isa — similar to it.*

The Time of Night Salat:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Al-Askari®*"® having said: ‘When it is
midnight, a whiteness appears in the middle of the sky, resembling a pillar of iron,
the world being illuminated for it. So it happens to be for a while, then it goes away,
and darkens. So when a third of the night remains, a whiteness appears from the
easterly direction, and the world is illuminated for it. So it happens to be for a while,
then it goes away, and it is the time for the night Salat. Then it darkens before the
dawn. Then the true dawn emerges from the easterly direction’.
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He®"* said: ‘And the one who intends to pray the night Salat during midnight, so that
is for him’.®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘It was so that whenever
Rasool-Allah®®"" prayed Al-Isha the last, ordered for his*®"" water for the ablution
and his**"" toothbrush to be place by his**"" head (pillow), covered. So he***" would
lie down for as long as Allah®" so Desired. Then he®®"" would stand, so he®®""
would brush his®*"" teeth, and perform ablution, and he**""" would pray four Rak’at of
Salat.

4 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 84 H 16
° Al Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH 7 H 6
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would brush his
would pray four Rak’at of Salat. Then he
he*®"" would stand,

The he**" would lie down. Then he®**" would stand, so he
teeth and perform ablution, and he®*""
would lie down until when it was during the face of the morning,

Saww

so he**" would perform (Salat) Al-Witr, then pray the two Rak’at of Salat'.
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Then he®*" said: ‘[33:21] Certainly you have in Rasool-Allah an excellent
exemplar’. | said, ‘When was he**"" standing (for the night Salat)?’ He**"* said ‘After
a third of the night’. And he®"* said in another Hadeeth: ‘After half the night'.
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And in another report: ‘It should so happen that his standing, and his Rukd, and his
Sajdah should be equal, and he should brush teeth every time he stands from his
sleep, and he should recite the Verses from (Surah) Aal-e-Imran (Chapter 3) [3:190]
Most surely in the Creation of the skies and the earth up to His®*" Words [3:194]
surely You do not fail to Fulfil the Promise’.®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®™®"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" used to
pray, from the night (Salats), thirteen (13) Rak’at, from it being Al-Witr (3 Rak’at), and
two (2) Rak’at of Al-Fajr, during the travel and the staying’ (8 Rak’at of Night Salat,
hence total of 13 Rak’at).’
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‘| heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘The servant wakes up three times at night, so if he
does not stand (for Salat), the Satan® comes to him and urinates in his ear’.
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% Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 84 H 13
" Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 84 H 14
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And | asked him®"* about the Words of Allah®" Mighty and
Majestic [51:17] They used to sleep but little in the night. He**"* said: ‘There were
very few nights which they missed out on, not standing (for the Salat) in them’.2
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(It has been narrated) from Umar Bin Yazeed having heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying:
‘During the night there is a time what is compatible for a submissive servant to pray
Salat and supplicate to Allah®*" during it, except that it would be Answered to him
during every night’. | said, ‘May Allah®" Keep you®"* well! So which time from the
night is it?” He®**"® said: ‘When half the night passes by, during the first sixth of the
remaining half’.°
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‘Abu Ja'far®®"® said: ‘The best way of fulfilling the optional (Salats) is fulfilling the
(outstanding) night ones at night and the (outstanding) day ones at daytime’. | said,
‘So, can there be two Al-Witr (Salats) at night?’ He®*"* said: ‘No’. | said, ‘And why
not? You®"* are ordering me that | pray one Witr (Salat) and two Witr (Salats) in one
night'. So he®"* said: ‘One of the two is a fulfilment (of an outstanding one)’.*°
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‘I went over to Abu Abdullah®"* and | wanted to ask him®"* about the night Salat. So

| said, ‘The greetings be upon you®"*, O son®"* of Rasool-Allah®**""I" So he®"* said:
‘And upon you be the greetings. Yes, by Allah®"! 1**** am indeed of his®*"" asws

sons®"s,
and we®"* are not with his®®"" relatives’ — three times he®"* said it. Then he®"* said

8 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 84 H 18
° Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 84 H 19
10 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 85 H 5
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asws, «

without me asking him®"S: ‘When you meet Allah®*" with (having prayed) the five

Obligatory Salats, He®*" would not ask you of besides that’.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘A nobility of the Believer is
his Salat at night, and an honour of the Believer is his restraint from the vanities of

the people’.*?

Benefits of Night Salat (Namaz-E-Shab)
el BNl Sk g a2 g Loy 5 Ol teas U oS

(Amir-ul-Momineen®"* says): Standing at night (for Salat) is healthy for the body and
pleases the Lord®" and brings about the Mercy and is adherence to the ethics of the

Prophets®.*®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘My**** father®*"* narrated
to me®*"®, from my*"® grandfather®"®, from his®*"* forefathers®"*, from Ali**** Bin
Abu Talib®"® having said: ‘The establishing of the Night Prayer is healthy for the
body, and a Pleasure of the Lord®*", and you would be attaching yourself to the
morals of the Prophets® and be subjected to the Mercy'.

J sk O e st sy B Sk Ll ail vej e IS B oLl ade B e Gl e oy s sy O
Sl gy e L Lo e Ty e A Lo A sy JBy el B s

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘He has lied, the one who
claims that he Prayed the Night Prayer, and he starves. The Night Prayer

Y Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 100 H 3
2 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 100 H 9
'3 http://hubeali.com/images/newimg/Mola-Ali-asws-400-Ahadith.pdf 611 : o= 2 : z Juasll
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guarantees the sustenance of the day. And Rasool-Allah®*®*" said: ‘The one who

Prays the Night Prayer would have a beautiful face during the day’.**

The One who neglects the Night Salat
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"®, and from Abu Abdullah®"® having said:
‘There is none from a servant except that he wakes up once, or twice during the
night, or repeatedly. So he stands (for Salat), otherwise the Satan'® comes and
urinates in his ear. Have you not seen one of you when he is from that, he stands
heavy and sleepy?’*®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘During the night, a Satan®

called Al-Zaha’a, when the servant wakes up and intends to stand for the Salat, says
to him, ‘This is not your time’. Then he wakes up another time, so he says to him, ‘It
has still not come to you'. So that does not cease to remain like that until the

emergence of the dawn. So when the dawn emerges, he urinates in his ear, then

prides (over himself) having defeated him by his sins, and yells’.*®

The Number of Rakats in Night Salat:
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14 Al Mahaasin—V 1 Bk 2 H 79
5 Al Mahaasin — V 1 Bk 3 H 24
6 Al Mahaasin —V 1 Bk 3 H 25
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"®, ‘| Pray six (Cycles) in the afternoon, and | Pray sixteen
Rak’at (Cycles) at night’. He®*" said: ‘Then, you have opposed the Sunnah of
Rasool-Allah®®"". Rasool-Allah®**""' was Praying eight Cycles in the afternoon, and
eight Cycles at night’. So | said, ‘I understood this to be like this, but I fulfilled the
lapsed days’."’

What to be Recited in the Night Salat?
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Rasool Allah®*"" said in his®*®"" will to Ali**"*: O Ali*"* it is essential that you®"* offer
Night Salat, in the first Rak’at recite Sura-e-Alhamd (Chapter 1) and Sura-e-Qul ho
Walla ho Ahad (Chapter 112), in the second Rak’at recite Sura-e-Alhamd and Sura-
e-Qul Ya Aiyohal Al-Kafaroon (Chapter 109) and then you recite in the remaining six
Rak’ats as you like the long verses or the short verses.*®
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Supplications After Night Salat Recommended by the 4™ Imam
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1- O Allah®", O Possessor of kingdom perpetual in everlastingness,
2- Authority invincible without armies or helpers,
3- Might abiding through aeons past, years gone by, times and days elapsed!

4- Your®™ authority is Mighty with a Might that knows no bound by being first nor
utmost end by being the last!

5- Your®® kingdom towers high with a towering before which all things fall down
without reaching its term;

6- The least of it which You®" has Kept to Yourself®" is not reached by the furthest
description of the describers!

7- Attributes go astray in Your®" (Praise), descriptions fall apart below Your®"
(Essence), the subtlest of imaginations are bewildered by Your®" Magnificence!
8- So are You O Allah®", the First in Your®" Firstness, and so are You®"
everlastingly. You®" do not pass away.

9- But | am the slave, feeble in works, immense in hopes. The tying links are outside
my hand, except what is tied by Your®" mercy; the bonds of hopes have been cut
away from me, except the pardon to which | hold fast.

10- Little on my part is the obedience toward You®" upon which | count, and great
against me the disobedience toward You®" to which | have reverted. But pardoning
Your®™" slave will not constrain Yourself*®", even if he be bad, so (please) pardon
me!

11- O Allah®™" Your®" knowledge watches over hidden works, every covered thing
is exposed before Your®" awareness, the intricacies of things are not concealed
from You®", and unseen mysteries slip not away from You®".

12- But over me Your®" enemy has gained mastery: He'"® (Iblis) asked a delay from
You?" to lead me astray, and You®" Gave him®? the delay! He” asked a respite
from You®™" until the Day of Doom to misguide me, and You®" Gave him® the
respite!®

13- So he'® threw me down, though | had fled to You®" from small, ruinous sins and
great, deadly works, until, when | had yielded to disobeying You*" and merited
Your® Wrath through my bad efforts, he” turned the bridle of his treachery away

9146 1= el diaal
% Reference to the Qur'anic account of Iblis, in which Iblis asks from Allah and is given permission to
try to lead His servants astray until the Day of Resurrection (7:14-18, 15:36-43, 38:79-86).
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from me, met me with the word of his ingratitude, undertook to be quit of me,*
turned his back to flee from me, threw me to the desert of Your®*" Wrath alone, and
sent me as an outcast into the courtyard of Your vengeance.

14- There is no intercessor to intercede for me with You®" (besides whoever You®*"
Nominate) no protector to make me feel secure against You®", no fortress to veil
me from You®", no shelter in which to seek asylum apart from You®*"!

15- This is the station of him who takes refuge with Yourself**", the place of the
confessor to You®": Let not Your® bounty be too tiny for me, let not Your®"
Pardon fall short of me! Let me not be the most disappointed of Your®" repentant
servants, nor the most despairing of those who come to You*" with expectations!

(please) Forgive me, surely You®™" are the best of the forgivers!

16- O Allah®®", (when) You®™" Commanded me, and | refrained, You®" Prohibited
me, and | committed, evil thoughts tempted me to offend, and | was negligent.

17- | cannot call upon daytime to witness my fasting, nor can | seek sanctuary in
night because of my vigil; no Sunna praises me for keeping it alive, only Your®"
obligations, he who neglects which has perished.

18- | cannot seek access to You®" through the excellence of a supererogatory work,
given the many duties of Your®" obligations of which | have been heedless and the
stations of Your®" bounds which | have transgressed, thereby violating sacred
things and committing great sins, through Your®" (Mercy) | find hope of safety from
their disgraces as a covering.

19- This is the station of him who is ashamed of himself before You®", angry with
himself, and satisfied with You®". He meets You®" with a humble soul, a neck bent
down, a back heavy with offenses, hesitating between longing for You®" and fear of
You®".

20- You®" are the most worthy of those in whom he might hope, the most deserving
for him to dread and fear. So give me, my Lord®", what | hope for, make me secure
against what frightens me, and act kindly toward me with the kindly act of mercy!
Surely You®" are the most generous of those from whom are asked!

21- O Allah®", since You*" have covered me with Your®" Pardon and Shielded
me with Your®" bounty in the abode of annihilation and the presence of equals,
(please) Grant me sanctuary from the disgraces of the Abode of Subsistence at the
standing places of the Witnesses (the angels brought nigh, the messengers
honoured, the martyrs, the righteous) before the neighbour from whom | have hidden
my evil deeds and the womb relative before whom | feel ashamed in my secret
thoughts!

2L Reference to 59:16: Like Satan, when he said to man, 'Disbelieve!' Then, when he disbelieved, he
said: 'Surely | am quit of you. Surely | fear Allah, the Lord of the worlds.'
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22- | trust them not, my Lord®**", to cover me over, but | trust You®", my Lord*", to
forgive me! You®" are the most worthy of those in whom confidence one must have,
the most giving of those who are besought, and the most clement of those from
whom mercy is asked. So (please) Have mercy upon me!

23- O Allah, You®" Caused me to descend as mean water from loins of narrow
bones and tight passages into a constricted womb which You have covered with
veils;?_You®™" Turned me about from state to state until You Took me to the
completion of the form and fixed within me the bodily parts, as You*" have
described in Your®" Book: a drop, then a clot, then a tissue, then bones, then
You**" Garmented the bones with flesh, then You®" Produced me as another
creature as You®" Willed.”®

24- Then, when | needed Your®*" Provision, and could not do without the aid of
Your®" Bounty, You®" appointed for me a nourishment from the bounty of the food
and drink which You®" Bestowed upon Your®* handmaid in whose belly You®*"
Gave me to rest and in the lodging of whose womb You®" deposited me.

25- You®" have Entrusted me in those states, my Lord®", to my own force or driven
me to have recourse to my own strength, force would have been removed from me
and strength taken far away.

26. So You®" have Fed me through Your®" Bounty with the food of the Good, the
Gentle; You have Done that for me in graciousness toward me up to this my present
point. 1 do not lack Your®" Goodness, nor does Your®®" Benefaction keep me
waiting. Yet with all that, my trust has not become firm enough that | might free
myself for that which is more favoured by You®*",

27- Satan has taken possession of my reins through my distrust and frail certainty. |
complain of his evil neighbourhood with me and my soul's obedience toward him! |
ask You®" to Preserve me against his domination, and | plead with You®" to Turn
his'® trickery away from me!

28- |1 ask You®" to Make the path to my provision easy, since to You*" belongs
praise for Your®" Beginning with immense favours and Your®" Inspiring gratitude
for beneficence and bestowing favour! Bless Muhammad®**" and his**"" Household,
and Make the way to my provision easy for me! [I Plead to You*"] to Make me
content with Your®*" Ordainment for me, to make me satisfied with my lot in that
which You®" have Apportioned for me and to Place what has gone of my body and
my life-span into the path of Your®® Obedience!®® Surely, You®" are the Best of
providers!

2 Reference to 32:7: He originated the creation of man out of clay, then He fashioned his progeny of
an extraction of mean water, then He shaped him and breathed His spirit into him.
% Reference to a number of Quranic passages, especially 23:12-14: We created man of an
extraction of clay, then We set him, a drop, in a receptacle secure, then We created of the drop
a clot, then We created of the clot a tissue, then We created of the tissue bones, then We
%armented the bones with flesh; thereafter We produced him as another creature.

As the commentators point out, this 'placing' is connected to the Qur'anic doctrine of the
transformation of evil deeds into good deeds, e.g.: Whosoever does that shall meet the price of
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29- O Allah®", | seek refuge in You®" from the Fire through which You®" are harsh
toward him who disobeys You®" and by which You®" have Threatened him who
turns away from Your®*" good pleasure; from the Fire whose Light is darkness,
whose ease is pain, and whose far is near; from the Fire parts of which devour parts
and parts of which leap upon parts;

30- From the Fire which leaves bones decayed and lets its people drink boiling
water; from the Fire which 'does not spare him who pleads to it,' ?° has no mercy on
him who seeks sympathy from it, and has no power to relieve him who humbles
himself before it and yields himself to it; it meets its inhabitants with the hottest that it
possesses: painful punishment and intense noxiousness.

31- | seek refuge in You®™" from its gaping-jawed scorpions, its scraping-toothed
serpents, and its drinks, which tear apart the intestines and hearts of its inhabitants
and root out their marrows. | ask guidance from You*" to that which will keep far
from it and make it retreat!

32- O Allah®" Bless Muhammad®®" and his*®"" Household, Grant me sanctuary
from it through the bounty of Your®*" Mercy, release me from my stumbles through
Your®™" good releasing, and abandon me not, O Best of the sanctuary-granters!

33- O Allah®™", You®™" Protect from the disliked, Give the good, do what You Will,
and You®™" are powerful over everything.?®

34- O Allah®", Bless Muhammad®**"" and his**"" Household when the pious are
mentioned and Bless Muhammad®**""' and his*®"" Household as long as night and
day come and go with a blessing whose replenishment is never cut off and whose
number cannot be counted, a blessing that will fill up the air and crowd the earth and
the heaven!

35- Allah®" Bless him*®"" until he**"" is well pleased and Allah®*" Bless him*®*" and
his**"" Household after good pleasure with a blessing that has neither bound nor
utmost limit! O Most Merciful of the mercifult?’

sin... save him who repents, has faith, and does righteous works - those, Allah will change
their evil deeds into good deeds (25:68-70).

* This is part of a hadith;

%°3:26

2T 146 = dudand) disal)
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