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In the Name of Allah®¥ithe Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-22"i Lord 22 of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad=2%"and his*®"¥ Purified Progeny2*s, and
greetings with abundant greetings.
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‘Piety-Taqwa — Fearing Allah*"/

Summary:

Allah-#%i Likes devoutness (piety-Tagwa- Fearing Allah#") and does not like persistence upon
sins.

34
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(Amir ul-Momineen®"* said) And in another report, (He®"* said): ‘Indeed! There is no
goodness in a knowledge wherein there is no understanding. Indeed! There is no goodness in
a recitation (of the Quran) wherein there is no pondering. Indeed! There is no goodness in a

worship there being no thinking in it. There is no goodness in a ritual, there being no piety in
it’ (An extract).
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan?®"“s, said, ‘I heard him™ saying: ‘The Eman is
above the Islam by a level, and ‘s33’ the piety is above the Eman by a level, and ‘&l the

1 Al Kafi V 1 - The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH5 H 3
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conviction is above ‘s3ill’ the piety by a level, and nothing has been distributed among the
people as scarcely than ‘inél the conviction’.2
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah?%s saying: ‘No, by Allah?2¥! Allah-3*¥ will not Accept anything from his
obedience, upon his persistence upon something from his disobedience’.3
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And the Prophet™®"" said: ‘A principle of religion is the devoutness (piety). Be devout, you will
become the most worshipping of the people, and be more attentive with the deeds with the
piety than with the deeds with something else. Do not belittle a deed with the piety, and how
can an Accepted deed be little, due to the Words of Allah?*¥) Mighty and Majestic: ‘But rather,
Allah only Accepts from the pious ones [5:27] .
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And in the preceding Revelation: ‘The deed with consuming the Prohibited is like the carrier
of water in the sieve”.?
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And from the Prophet™®" having said: ‘A people will be coming on the Day of Qiyamah, for

them would be from the good deeds like mount Tihama. He**" will Command with them to
the Fire!’
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It was said, ‘O Prophet ¥ of Allah??¥! Would they be the praying ones?’
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2 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 27 H 2
3 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 114 H 3
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch56 H8 e
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He#%s said: ‘They had been praying Salat, and fasting, and they were taking weakness from
the night (by holding vigil), but they were such, whenever something from the world (from
illegitimate) become apparent to them, they leapt upon it”.>
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(The book) ‘Figh Al-Reza™®"*, may the greetings be upon him?"“s — ‘It is reported, ‘The one
who wants to become most honourable of the people, let him fear Allah??¥ in his secrecy and
his openness”’.®

‘Amir Al-Momineen2¥s said: ‘Allah??" the Exalted Revealed to Dawood?: “O Dawood™*! You"
3 want and 1°? Want, it cannot happen except what 1% Want. So if you™ were to submit
to what 12 Want, 1% shall Give you what you want, and if you do not submit to what I
azwj \Want, I*"W shall Delay you regarding what you want, then it will not happen except
what 12" Want!”’’

5 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch56 H8 h
6 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 56 H39 a
7 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 63 H 24
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Introduction:

We review some Ahadith here related to Piety — Tagwa.

What is Piety (Taqwa)?
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And Al-Sadig@"“* was asked about the interpretation of piety. He"* said: ‘Do not let Allah"

azwi Miss you where He?™" has Commanded you, nor Let him See you where He?% has
Prohibited you” .8
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‘Amir Al-Momineen % said: ‘The piety is the root (origin) of Eman!
GO Gap ¢ Gt pY 4 5
And it was said to Amir Al-Momineen?"s, ‘Describe the world to us!’
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He#%s said: ‘And what shall I*"* described to you all? For its Permissible(s) there is Reckoning,
and for it’s Prohibited there is Punishment. If you could have seen the death and its travelling
(coming), you would have been distracted away from the hopes and its deceptions’.
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Then he®"s said: ‘One who observes pity (fears Allah®") as is the right of fearing Him32¥,

Allah?2% would Give him comfort without a comforter, and riches without wealth, and honour

without a ruling authority”’.?
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And from them™@%s: ‘Exert efforts and strive, and if you don’t do (good deeds), then do not
disobey, for the one who builds and does not demolish, his building would rise higher, and

8 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 56 H 8 d
9 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 56 H 8 i
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even if it was little, and the one who builds and demolished, there is no doubt his building will
not rise higher”.1°
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‘Al-Sadig*“s said: ‘The piety is based upon three aspects — piety with Allah??" for the Sake of
Allah?™, and it is neglecting the Permissible(s) in addition to the suspect issues, and it is the
most special piety; and the piety from Allah®%, and it is neglecting the suspect in addition
from the Prohibitions, and it is the special piety; and the piety from fear of the Fire and the
Punishments, and it is neglecting the Prohibitions, and it is the general piety.

o .
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And an example of the piety is like water flowing in a river, and an example of these three
categories in the meaning is, the piety is like the tree having been planted upon the banks of
that river or every type and species, and every tree from these suck the water from that river
in accordant to its essence and its taste, and its subtlety, and its thinness and its thickness.

Falh 5oty sls A Olsie 58 5 Ok JWE I J6 sk 5 136 e Ll 5 eSS 5 Gl e £
S 8V 3 e e ek

Then the benefits of the creatures from those trees and fruits are based upon their worth and
their values. Allah®% the Exalted Says: and single-rooted palm trees other than single-
rooted, being irrigated by one water source, and We Prefer some of it upon the others
regarding the eating. [13:4] — the Verse.
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The piety for the obedience is like the water for the trees, and an example of the natures of
the trees and the fruits in their types and their tastes is an example of the precepts of Eman.
The one who was at the top rank regarding the Eman and cleanest of the essence with the
soul, would be the most pious; and the one who was the most pious, his worship would be
the most sincere and cleanest; and the one who was like that, he would be the closest from
Allah=2%,

10 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 56 H 8 f
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And every worship not based upon the piety, so it is floating dust (worthless). Allah2?% Mighty
and Majestic Says: Is the one who lays the foundation of his building on fear of Allah and
Pleasure, better, or the one who lays the foundation of his building upon the brink of a cliff
so it collapses with him into the Fire of Hell? [9:109] — the Verse.
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And the interpretation of piety is neglecting there is no problem with taking it, being careful
from what there is a problem with taking it, and in the reality, it is obedience; and Zikr without
forgetfulness, and knowledge without ignorance, are Accepted without being Rejected””.?
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‘Abu Abdullah%s having said: ‘Two men prided (with their ancestors) in the presence of Amir
Al-Momineen@%s, He®%s said: ‘Are you priding with the decayed bodies and the souls in the
Fire? If there happens to be intellect for you then there will be morals for you, and if there
happens to be piety for you, then there will be benevolence for you, or else the donkey is

better than you are, and you are no better than anyone (else)!”’1?

A Story — End result is good for the Pious one (one with Piety)
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11 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 56 H 41
12 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 56 H 29
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‘From Abu Abdullah@%s, upon him?"* be the Salawaat and the greetings, said: ‘The was a
man among the children of Israel who used to frequently say: ‘The Praise is for Lord??¥ of the
worlds and the end-result is for the pious!’
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That enraged Iblees™, so he'® sent a Satan™ to him. He™? said, ‘Say, ‘The end result is for the
rich’!” He" came to him and said that. They both took the judgment to the first one to emerge
to them, based upon that the one who he judges against, his hand would be cut.
They met a person and informed him with their situation. He said, ‘The end-result is for the
rich’. (His hand was cut), and he returned praising Allah"®" and saying, ‘The end-result is for
the pious’.
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He®* said to him, ‘Shall we repeat as well?’ He said, ‘Yes’, based upon another hand (being
cut).
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They went out, and another one emerged. He judged against him as well, so his other hand
was cut, and he returned as well praising Allah** and saying, ‘The end-result is for the pious’.
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He said to him, ‘Will you go for judgment upon striking of the neck?’ He said, ‘Yes'.
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They went out and saw a similar one. They paused to him. He™ said, ‘If you could judge this
one’, and he narrated their story to him’.
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He#%s said: ‘He wiped his hand and it returned (to normal), then he struck off the neck of
that wicked one and said, ‘The end-result is for the pious”.*3

13 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 56 H 36
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A Little Deed with Piety is better than more worship without
Piety:
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‘From Abu Abdullah@"s having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen?*** said: ‘Do not belittle a deed with
piety, and how can it be little what is Accepted?”’
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah*"s about Words of Allah-#* Mighty and Majestic: Fear Allah as is His
right to be feared [3:102]. He ™" said: ‘Obeyed. He should not disobey and be mindful. He
should remember and not forget, and he should be thankful and not disbelieve (deny the
bounties)” .}

Rely more on what is for you with Allah?** than what you
have in your hands
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(The book) ‘Ma’any Al Akhbar’ —

‘From the Prophet™®¥ said: ‘One who loves to be the most pious of the people, let him rely

upon Allah??, and the one who loves to be richest of the people, let him be more trusting
with what is in the Presence of Allah-?*i Mighty and Majestic than what is in his hands”.?>

14 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 56 H 31
15 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 63 H 22
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Short Ahadith on Piety:

i o BT 55N ¢ il N\J; Gyaall JLYI (]

‘From Amir Al-Momineen?"s: ‘The is no honour dearer than the piety’.
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And he®%s was asked, ‘Which deed is the most superior?’ He®%s said: ‘The piety”.%®
N
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There is neither any affiliation for a Qureyshi nor an Arabian except with humbleness, not any
honour except by piety”.'’

And Abu Abdullah?"s said: ‘The Qiyamah is a wedding (day) of the pious”.
A s ) S B Y g e 4065 -

And Abu Abdullah?"s said: ‘Do not be deceived by their crying, but rather the piety is in the
heart!”

And Abu Abdullah®"s said regarding Words of the, Majestic is His ¥ Praise: He is rightful to
be feared and rightful for (Granting) the Forgiveness [74:56]. He®"s said: “I"*¥ am Rightful
that My??¥ servant should fear Me??, If he does not do so, then 1% am Rightful to Forgive
(his sins) for him”’.18
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16 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 56 H 16
17 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 56 H 19
18 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 56 H9
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‘From Al-Sadig®%s having said: ‘One whom Allah? Extracts from the disgrace of
disobedience to the honour of piety, Allah#?* will Enrich him without any wealth, and Honour
him without any clan, and Comfort him without any person; and the one who fears Allah-22%
Mighty and Majestic, Allah?** would Cause all things to fear from him, and the one who does
not fear Allah?? Mighty and Majestic, Allah#" would Cause him to fear from all things”’.*°

19 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 56 H 22
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