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In the Name of Allah®*% the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah??% Lord?* of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=2*W and his*2¥¥ Purified Progeny ", and greetings with abundant greetings.
el a8 Al 2as ssg a2 U a2 e e

‘Poverty and Sufficiency’

Summary:

Poverty, sufficiency and affluence are relative terms, and to be looked together with
sustenance, lifestyle and extravagance! for leading a moderate life. In the article, we will
about the poverty and sufficiency learn from Ahadith. The poverty which brings one to the
brink of desperation/extinction is highly abhorred but poverty which guarantees achieving
basic necessities is praised. Poverty and sufficiency are to be measured as per living
conditions and prevailing society norms, i.e., level of poverty in the western world is different
from that of Asia or Africa.

Sustenance ‘Rizk’ is also a complex topic, as it’s predestined but one has to seek it, e.g., see
an article “Rizq, Sustenance, how to acquire it, Ahadith (hubeali.com)” @ part of Rizk is in earnings and a part is in
knowledge.

Seeking Rizk while reliance on Allah"#" has been recommended in Ahadith, e.g.,
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‘Our Master?Ws Al-Sadiq@¥s said: ‘The one who is distressed (sorrowful/unhappy) for his
sustenance, a minor sin would be written against him.
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Daniyal™® was in the era of a fierce tyrant. He seized him™* and dropped him™* into a pit and
dropped the lions in it, but they did not come near him nor came out to him™. Allah?%i
Revealed to a Prophet® from His?*" Prophets? that he should go to Danyal? with some
food.

ale A% 85 656 1o Al S wd f. g2 6 ~Jgis 3

556 J6

! |sraf (Extravagance) and its limits (hubeali.com)
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He™ said: ‘O Lord??"i! And where is Danyal®?’ He®%i Said: “Go out from the town. A hyena
would receive you™:. Follow it, for it would point you™ to him™=",

by olayy o o 4 i 585 1a ek e & A Jgs Jus audn o) 336 Jipis 56 < a1 ) a4 G
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The hyena came with him™* to that pit, and there was Danyal?. He™® brought the food near
to him™. Danyal® said: ‘The Praise is for Allah®"i Who does not Forget the one who

remembers Him??¥, The Praise is for Allah?*¥ Who Recompense the good deed with a Favour
and salvation for the patience’.

palllal 233 3 5es oY Y 5 05 ¥ Eas e G BT e O Y afde & ¢ Galal Je g
Then Al-Sadig®"s said: ‘Allah®*" has Refused except that He®*" would Make the sustenance
of the pious to be from where they were not anticipating, nor does He#" Accept a testimony
of His®Y friend (while they are) in the government of the oppressors”.?

Also in another Hadith,

e sl 2 sV 5o Gabl G A e 410800 glsl Jats 32 5K ) 8 JUE ) 2 o el (o 22
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‘Abu Abdullah?"swould sometimes feed us ‘Al-Farany’ and ‘Al-Akhbisa’, then (at other times)
he?Ys would feed us the bread and the oil. It was said to him™@%s, ‘If you™"s could arrange
your Vs affairs until you?"s equate (rich food with normal food)’.

G 5 g RS e R55 15 1 s B G QU

He %S said: ‘But rather, our®Ys arrangement is from Allah-?"I, When He#*" Expands upon us’
asws we expand, and when He?*¥ Contracts, we contract”.?

o @ Lo 3155 By A 5155 WIS J6 ¢ L3

And from him™?%s having said: ‘Every time the servant increases the Eman, there will be a
narrowness in his livelihood” .

Coming back to our topic of poverty:

7% 318 Gsmea /pua_i;;é:j\éie&c,\;;%v‘yj—

AN,

256 (U= 177 i) Blus , H. 21967
3 Bihar Al Awaar — V 46, The book of History — Ja’far Al Sadig®*, Ch 4 H 22
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 64 The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 12 H54 /17
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And from Abu Abdullah™®%s having said: ‘Say to the sincere ones of our®"s Shias, ‘Go to the
west or to the east, you will never be Graced except the basic subsistence!””>

Basic necessities of life are what Allah*% Wants his pious servants to enjoy so that they do
not waste their time in the worldly affairs, i.e., love of the world and preoccupation in its
attractions. However, when one plunged into extreme poverty level (not being able to sustain
living) that compels one to verge of destruction for both his world as well as the Hereafter,
for example:

S dal) Bes Jhal Raale ol ek 2 55 AL Ay LG SR Gl Dl gy g o b 3 s Y g 06
And he@%s (Ali Amir ul-Momineen?"*) said to his®"s son Muhammad: ‘O my?"“s son! |@Ws

fear the poverty upon you, so seek Refuge with Allah2 from it, for the poverty is a reducer
of the religion, perplexing to the intellect, caller to the hateful ones” .t

Geo 6873 5 3l Sl g pdg ek N e LATaTansdl 3 1B g Jaas gl B ol G B8 Ol p 2 BE gl 2o A
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‘From Abu Ja’far®"s having said: ‘In the Torah there are four lines (sentences) — “One who
does not consult will regret, and SV wgall 4a2lly" the poverty is the greatest death, and just
as you sow, so shall you reap, and the one who rules will monopolise’””.”

A frequently presented Hadith of Amir ul-Momineen™®"s, is interpreted in other than its
intended meanings that if one loves Ahl Al-Bayt®%s, he/she should look forward to the
poverty and destitution, our 6" Imam2**s has clarified what Amir ul-Momineen2*** meant by
his@%s statement:

J6 06 a3 A g2 s o3 M e jate e e 3 aa2 e Al el atE 5 3 5 0T 22 T LY e
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‘A man said to Abu Abdullah?%s, ‘There is a Hadeeth being reported that a man said to Amir
Al-Momineen™@%s, ‘| love you™@sI’ He#%s said to him: ‘Prepare a cloak for the poverty”.

s 53 s Wl S8 23004 06 6 061588 o Jus

5 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 66 b
5 Nahj Al Balagah — Saying 319
7601 : o 2 (el H.16
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He@%s said: ‘It isn’t like this! But rather he®%s had said to him: ‘Prepare a cloak for your
destitution, meaning the Day of Qiyamah’’.2

In relation to the extreme poverty level, a Hadith of Amir ul-Momineen s which beautifully
summarises the consequences of poverty is quoted:

doles B ae n0 58 Ll Tl BV g esdly Gl 5l J6 -

Amir Al-Momineen®"s said to Al-Hassan®%s: ‘Do not blame a person seeking his daily
subsistence. The one who lacks his daily subsistence, his mistakes (sins) would be many.

Yols 8,408 Tl O8 P 5 L3 8,408 Bolo 4al)l 58 3 iatds o ¥ 5 908 g ¥ as 5l 28

O my @Y son"@%s: ‘The poor one is belittled. Neither is his speech being listened to nor is his

position recognised. Even if the poor one were to be truthful, he will be named as a liar, and
even if he were to be ascetic, he would be named as ignorant.

AR G B 345 wehs 6 il s 3 5 e g 0GR s g Gl Jles b B AL B A

O my ™% son@%s| One who is afflicted by the poverty, is afflicted by four characteristics —the

weakness in his certainty, and the deficiency in his intellect, and the weakness in his religion,
and lack of shame in his face, so we®%s seek Refuge with Allah?* from the poverty”.?

8 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 37
9 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 94 H58 e
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Introduction:

In the remainder of the section, we will review more Ahadith on poverty (sufficiency and
extreme poverty, i.e., desperation) in order to attain a better understanding of the subject.

Poverty of (the understanding of) religion:

NI - g N gl # :;;zugzjw @s N Osats o LS.E_A,J’ o )l o S 1Y e

‘From Abu Abdullah™@%s having said: ‘The poverty is the red death’.

I UNUIE N Hpg
It was said, ‘The poverty is from the Dinars and the Dirhams!’
ol e 550 5 Y J6

‘Hes"s said: ‘No, but it is from the religion”’.1°

ccaal) s Ji;l/s FICR T 9,;;@ iail A4 O 4 AL Ent SR Ale Do 3L 6 245y ¢ J6 5 -

And he®"s said to his®"Y son Muhammad: ‘O my2%s son! [ fear the poverty upon you, so
seek Refuge with Allah?? from it, for the poverty (leads to) deficiency of the religion, and
confusion for the intellect, caller to the hatred (by the people)”.?

sl e o A g e e BE AR 5 Al e Si A Dl o J6 5 -

And he™®V said: ‘The doors of Paradise are open to the poor and the Mercy descends upon

the Mercy, and Allah??¥ is Satisfied from the generous ones” .1

And he*®"% said: ‘The poverty is (two types of) poverties — poverty of the world and poverty
of the Hereafter. The poverty of the world is richness of the Hereafter and richness of the
world is poverty of the Hereafter, and that is the destruction” .13

10 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 39

11 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 83 d
12 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 f
13 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 94 H57 g
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And he™2"¥ said: ‘Allah#" did not Reveal to me™2"¥ that I®"W should amass the wealth and
be from the traders, but He®*"l Revealed to me™®¥ that IV should Glorify with the Praise
of your Lord and become from the prostrating ones [15:98] And worship your Lord until
there comes to you certainty [15:99] .14

«.:Lc&w)»ﬂ;.-\;ﬁé:JB(-M\W&\MéTO;QL&Jvwd,c:_;}é;i\;}buQL«AMO&:}LLLU\.&;-J;gkcd,cq?gfd,cwj
anpie cdiee (33 oz Sae a8 el 13] g condlall ey Lot 8 SUds LR eyl 1) ge b ipdl)

From Abu Abdullah@"s, may the greeting be upon him¥ said: ‘In a Whisper to Musa*, may
the greeting be upon hims: (Allah? Said) ‘O Musa?! When you™s see the poverty coming,
say: ‘Welcome to the banner of the righteous!’, and when you* see the riches coming, say:
‘A sin, its Punishment has been hastened!’!®

éf(btx‘}'jcv‘m Zéj'li;. ijchy\_a NPT \_;lg;bu:\)\fjiJ\é\a)’\mjh\cl:—f»\M&éffgfu\f;;&yj\fwifwj
co il k385 0) g copdll s JWESTOB JIs ST s

From Abu Abdullah?%s having said: ‘Allah??¥ the Exalted Revealed to Musa™s: “O Musa®! Do
not rejoice at abundant wealth and do not leave My2% Zikr in any situation, for the abundant
wealth Makes one forget the sins, and neglecting My2?¥ Zikr hardens the heart!”’6

Comparing one with the rich and being ungrateful for adequacy:
G55 3 ) 5 e pdeid G s il Lol Wi L ) Sl BXE Y PP

Tafseer Al-Qummi - And do not extend your eyes towards what We have Provided with
spouses from them, being a blossom of the life of the world in order to Try them regarding
it; and Grace of your Lord is better and more lasting [20:131].

s 5 5 5 s A el A o 50T 50 JB T Ls o 81 0525 i A s 28 W 0 Sl B i 4T 06
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Abu Abdullah®"%s, may the Salawaat of Allah?®*¥ be upon him2"s said: ‘When this Verse was
Revealed, Rasool-Allah™®"¥ sat up straight. Then he™®¥" said: ‘One who is not consoled by the
Consolation of Allah?" his soul will be cut with regrets, and the one whose sight pursues
what is in the hands of the people, his worries would be prolonged, and his rage will not be

14 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr -Ch 94 H57 h
15 Jawaabhir Al Saniya Fi Ahadeeth Al Qudsiya-CH7—-H 9
16 Jawaahir Al Saniya Fi Ahadeeth Al Qudsiya - CH7 —H 10
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healed, and the one who does not recognise a bounty of Allah??* upon him except in food
and drink, his term would be shortened and his Punishment would be drawn near”.'”

Poverty is the Greatest Death:

5% ;

o S5 s e < . oy eI 1% A o2 224 <. 2st FoUE a5 208 .
A a2l B 5 L0 SOt sl 1gE2 Y e JB 5 Y Ssad) b AR el ful J6 L) Jladl oJ -45
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‘Amir Al-Momineen™"* said: ‘The poverty, it is the greatest death’. And he®"* said: ‘Do not
belittle the weak ones of your brethren for the one who belittles a Momin, Allah?% Mighty
and Majestic will not Gather between the two except if he were to repent”.18

SNl N 6 g GuaBtl) el 1) 5 G 3 908 8 Sl s

‘Amir Al-Momineen " said: ‘The poverty is the greatest death”.*®
Patience in hardship is from worship:

38;2@.{@\L;;juT;s)imjijjuiﬁt;;pif;gj@zﬁﬁ@c;;;%f\;;a;é;;;ﬁ;ﬁ:%hg;g;;,&;yﬁ;mg;wgw%wqu
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‘Raising it to Abu Abdullah "¢ having said to one of his®%* companions: ‘Don’t you enter the
market? Don’t you see the fruits being sold and the thing from what you desire?’

A el
| said, ‘Yes, by Allah-2il’
dies u&)&@ﬂ\,ﬁ\;&)wvﬂ,uv&vwmuu_

He@%s said: ‘But, for you with all what you see and not able upon buying it and are being
patient upon it, is a good deed’’.?°

17 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 42
18 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 45
19 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 54
20 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 46
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The rewards and ease in the Hereafter for those who were poor:

spadl o3l oS o s 5 % Al waldl a3 083 106 ¢ A o 25 555 558 G Y e R 2 g 2 JlesYl Ll

‘From Abu Abdullah™%s having said: ‘When it will be the Day of Qiyamah, Allah-#% Mighty
and Majestic will Command a caller so he will call out: ‘Where are the poor?’

o <% en AR T TR PR G R T NP N Soa S B L ost “ 8t 5 A7
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Necks from the people will stand. He®" will Command with them to the Paradise. They will
come to the door of Paradise. The keeper of the Paradise will say to them, ‘Before the
Reckoning?’ They will say, ‘We had (not) been Given anything to be Reckoned upon!’

o 1 8010 a8 ST 55K g BB U (atie 1 s 5 5 Ok
Allah?®% Mighty and Majestic will Say: “My servants speak the truth! 1% had not
Impoverished you due to your being insignificant, but 1°?% have Treasured this for you all for
this Day!”

ERE

DT 5 e 3 Tt 1) T 58 0 st R 5l S

Then He?™i will Say to them: “Look and browse faces of the people. The one who had come
to you with an act of kindness, hold his hand and enter him into the Paradise!”’?!

Lk b sedd) 7235 6 o 1 0525 JB 06 ¢ w67 22 Gallal 5 3,880 5 o501 5wyl 55 ol 28 do i B35 UL g
WS g Y e T 06 1SR e i 3538 1S540 1 Lo ket g

‘From Al-Sadig®"s, from his®"%s forefathers®“s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah*®"% said: ‘O
community of poor! Make yourselves feel good and give the satisfaction from your hearts,
Allah?2% will Reward you upon your poverty. If you don’t do so, there will be no Reward for
you” .22

A g 2 B JE G e gsw oF Je Y el e -

‘The Prophet™®"W was asked, ‘What is the poverty?’ Hes“Y said: ‘A treasure from the
treasures of Allah=2%,

21 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 47
22 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 48
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It was said secondly, ‘O Rasool-Allah*2%¥WI What is the poverty?’ He*®"¥ said: ‘A Prestige from
Allah=2w,

g L s ap sl Wi d el Yigs o Ju 28 L W s

It was said thirdly, ‘What is the poverty?’ He™¥ said: ‘Something Allah?* does not Give
except to a Prophet? or a Messenger=s"¥, or a Momin prestigious to Allah??¥ the Exalted”.?

A 5 oli Osx 5 0BT 3 A Jlas w8l et S G 5 Y SN 0N Gy st o T 6 -
Abu Al-Hassan Musa®"s said: ‘The Prophets™, and children of Prophets?, and followers of

the Prophets™* are specialised with three characteristics - the sickness in the bodies, and fear
of the authority, and the poverty”’ .2

Never humiliate the poor nor backbite the well-off:

) ;ﬁu&A\M&JMwJM&_ﬁJb;ﬂy&um J6 106 s of 3 ool e oY1 e
(The book) ‘Qasas Al-Anbiya®, may the greetings be upon them™2, from Abu Ja’far?"s having
said: ‘Allah®% the Exalted Said to Musa?%: “O Musa®! Neither humiliate the poor nor

backbite the rich with the small thing”’.?>

AR 5 olin g 5 00 3 B Jlas o8 ket o B 5 VSV 5ol B gt et 4T 06 el as,

‘Abu Al-Hassan Musa™"* said: ‘The Prophets™ and children of the Prophets™ and followers
of the Prophets ™ have been Specialised with three characteristics —the sickness in the bodies,
and fear of the ruling authority, and the poverty”.2°

Ak R 5 B0 a3 s o8 5 5 A s TR g BB s o 80 0325 06 5 -

And Rasool-Allah™®"" said: ‘One who humiliates a Momin or a Momina or belittles him due to
his poverty and lack of possessions in his hand, Allah** will Publicise him on the Day of

Qiyamah, then Expose him’’.?”

oty 5 5 285 06 i ol Tl 53 Y g b gy Sl J6 5 -

23 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr -Ch 94 H58 a
24 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 58 o
25 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 49

26 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr -Ch 94 H57 a
27 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 ¢
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And Lugman™? said to his?@® son: ‘O my™® son! Do not belittle anyone for the state of his
clothes, for your Lord®" and his Lord?" ijs One-22wi1’’28

Poverty after Affluence:

sk o B A ald § I8 L Wy Bl 06 L s 5 R T e o s & 5 Gls eSS
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| entered to see Al-Reza®% at Mina. | said to him™®"Ys, ‘May | be sacrificed for you@"“s! We are
people of a household of giving, and happiness, and bounties, and Allah-#?" the Exalted has
Done away with that, all of it, to the extent that | am needy to the one who was need to us!’
RO NG UER PN N EO Rt
He % said to me: ‘O Ahmad! How excellent is your state, O Ahmad Bin Umar!’
e s 3 sl 218
| said to him™@%s, ‘May | be sacrificed for you¥s! My state is what | have informed you!”’

(85 550 G ol 4 o Vis e U i Je O8F 2eg T 3AT g g Jus
g > PRSI £ 2% J S

He#%s said to me: ‘O Ahmad! Would it make you happy to be upon some of what these tyrants
are upon, and for you would be the world filled with gold?’

Boad B Uyt i1 b A 5 Y I8
I said, ‘No, by Allah?"i, O son"®"s of Rasool-Allah=a%wW!’
BTV TLas 2531 ool Gad ¥ Belip g 5 S Vs faa T 00 Gals J) WA 0 a3 JB 2

Then he?®%"s said: ‘Return from over here to behind. Who is of a more excellent state than you
are, and in your hand is product you will not sell it for the earth full of gold? Shall | give you

glad tidings?’

| said, ‘Yes. Allah#*" has Made me happy through you?*** and your?s"s forefathers2sws!1”’

28 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 i
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Abu Ja’far®"s said to me?%s regarding Words of Allah#¥ Mighty and Majestic: and beneath
it was a treasure for them, [18:82], was a tablet of gold wherein was written: “In the Name
of Allah?"i the Beneficent, the Merciful. There is no god except Allah#*", Muhammad"¥ s
a Rasool®"W of Allah?¥, | am surprised at the one certain of death how he is rejoicing, and
one who sees the world and changing (replacements) of its people how he inclines to it, and
it is befitting for the one using intellect about Allah?™ if Allah®" were to Delay in his
sustenance that he should not accuse Him#" regarding His®* Decree!”

g ez 6 F
Then he™®"Ys said: ‘Are you satisfied, O Ahmad?’
e gat & 5 dw d N

He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘(Satisfied) from Allah®" the Exalted and from you?"s all,
People®"Ys of the Household”.?®

Poverty and the sufficiency:
ST 18 5 Sleod) dop 530 85 50 gb ol 3 L et g b bl 22 R e Gl J6 5 -

And Amir Al-Momineen™®"s said: ‘The poverty mutes the intelligent one from his argument,
and the destitute is a stranger is his own city. Beatitude is for one who remembers the
Hereafter and works for the Reckoning and is contented with the sufficient!

o past 5 80 Zie WU oml) oGl o ol Y Sl S8 3 Y e 8 bdd g SR 5 2y ) g
A e Y& e e el 4

(Being with) the riches in the strange land is (like one is in) a homeland, and (being with) the
poverty in the homeland is (like one is in) a strange land. The contentedness is a wealth not
to deplete. The poverty is the greatest death. How excellent is the humbleness of the rich to
the poor ones seeking what is in the Presence of Allah®*¥! And more excellent than it is
wandering of the poor to the rich relying upon Allah-22%"’ 30

oSl §}:jé%};;\3u§:ﬁqec3u§:¢§;» sl e J6 5 -

2 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 56
30 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 94 H57 b
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And he sV said: ‘O Allah®"il Make me™2"" live as poor and Cause me™®" to dies as poor,
and Resurrect me™? in the group of the poor”.3?

st GA s o Taze b £y o J6 5 -
And he™a¥ said: ‘When Allah??%i Loves a servant in the house of the world, Returns him’.
SRR P INES YN
They said, ‘O Rasool-Allah="¥! And how does He®*¥ Return him?’
f\,\b‘\_g)ub\aklaj\.léym‘&51\,&.“}\;\5\)”}5\(&]9)’&};&3\)\,

He % said: ‘In the place of food, the cheap and much goodness. A friend of Allah??¥ will not
find food what he can fill his belly with’’32

sl e o A g e BE AR 5 Al e Bt A Dl J6 5 -

And he*®W" said: ‘The doors of Paradise are open to the poor and the Mercy descends upon
the Mercy, and Allah?2¥ is Satisfied from the generous ones” .33

Poverty is the most difficult from the trials:
pal S 5l B & g ),u.lb gLt )L» 345 B B2 5 s e b I ¢ w2t J Jw & \;:ﬁ oo §A\ Js -
The Prophet™® said: ‘Allah-#" the Exalted Revealed to Ibrahims, He*" Said: “O Ibrahim!
I#2% Created you™ and Tried you with the fire of Nimrod™. If |22 were to Try you with the
poverty and Raise the patience away from yous, what would you™? do?’
S35 6 2 ) 35T S5 b iy 06
Ibrahim®s said: ‘O Lord?™¥i! The poverty is severer to me™ than the fire of Nimrod™.

,U.Sw o A v/;:ﬁw [REANCCHERTI S ER R USS-TIE

Allah2¥ Said: ‘By My2?% Might and My2* Majesty! I®¥% have not Created in the sky and the
earth anything severer than the poverty!”

B W s Gabl 32 S5 JB

He said: ‘O Lord®¥! One who feeds a hungry one, what will be his Recompense?’

31 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 94 H57d
32 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr -Ch 94 H57 e
33 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 f
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He?W Said: “His Recompense is the Forgiveness, and even if his sins were to fill up what is
between the sky and the earth!”’34

Z s 2.0 DU S < 30 1A i
130,85 s s gl s e iV J o J6 5 -

And hes™¥ said: ‘Had it not been for the Mercy of my®“* Lord**l upon the poor ones of my-
sawWw community, the poverty would almost be Kufr!’

5 o e b adh 2 51 0425 6 U Bl G 2l S

A man from the companions stood up. He said, ‘O Rasool-Allah*®"¥1 What is the Recompense
of a poor Momin being patient upon his poverty?’

b Bgn 5 i) G e Y sk o ) s T e gl s a1 s e e o 5 D 3 By
Hes®"W said: ‘In the Paradise there is a chamber of red ruby. The people of Paradise will look
at it like what the people of earth look at stars of the sky. No one will enter into it except a

poor Prophet™®% or a poor martyr, or a poor Momin”’.3°
Allah?**"'s Kindness to the poor in the Hereafter:

SR S U s U bR A)Y) et o8 Y 5 SRR B ) SIRI G 5 1B g B G e (B M AR B e

=

‘From Abu Abdullah?%s having said: ‘And Allah?* will neither Apologise to an Angel of
Proximity nor a Messenger Prophet ™, except to the poor of our?"s Shias!’ It was said to him"
asws ‘And how will He®¥ Apologise to them?’

i Eas L gla el 5 VT 5 sle 5 s 5 e 5 Jek SO R s W0 G B a0 (B 50D 531 0 (ool J6
e S0 2525 00 5 B 2K s B 5 3 30igea

He@%s said: ‘A caller will call out: “‘Where are the poor Momineen!” Necks from the people
will stand up. The Lord?™ will Flash at them. He? will Say: “By My?? Might and My 2%
Majesty, and My?2¥ Exaltedness, and My2?¥ Highness and Loftiness of My2?% Position! |32%
did not Withhold from you your desires in the house of the world due to insignificance of you
all to Me#%i, but I*¥ have Hoarded for you all for this Day!”

34 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H58 c
35 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 58 d
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Don’t you see His®™ Words: “I°?¥ did not Withhold from you your desires in the world”, is
an apology? (He?™i will Say): “Stand and browse the faces of My creatures. The one you
find having a conferment for him upon you, (even if it was) a drink of water, suffice him with
the Paradise on My??¥ behalf!”’36

Prayers for Sufficiency and the Rewards from Allah=2;

B ke 38 1 et ) e 351U B 5 S5 6 0 ol b W 8y 108 e B T 0 e T 05 e
S G e JU G i 1Y) e U L 1

‘From Abu Abdullah™®"s having said: ‘The poor Momin servant tends to say, ‘O Lord "l Grace
me until | do such and such from the righteousness and aspects of good!” When Allah-32¥
Knows that being from him, He® Writes for him from the Recompense like what He32V
would have Written had he done so. Allah??¥ is Capaciously Benevolent” .3’

A e ey S Gl S R e Y I e 5 5 W Uk o B 525 JB JB g e T 22 amed

‘From Abu Abdullah®%s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘Allah®¥ Mighty and Majestic
Says: ‘Had it not been for My®% Momin servant (that it would grieve him), 1°?* would have
Wrapped the head of the Kafir with a wrapping of jewels!”’38

Gyl I il B g e s 2y Y g B e 4106 06 el p paad) (ax 75

ol g

‘Abu Abdullah?%s said: ‘Had it not been for the persistence of these Shias upon Allah™#% in

seeking the sustenance, they would have been transferred from the state which they are in

to what is even more restrictive than it”.3°

GV g T Hy 5 o B e i e b o 2 g e 106 06 1 5 B0 35 sl a2 76
G ae st aus 5wl

36 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr -Ch 94 H 66 a
37 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 68
38 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 69
39 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 75
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‘Abu AbdullahYs said: ‘The poverty is more adorning upon the Momin than the bridle is upon
the cheek of the horse, and the last of the Prophets™ to enter the Paradise will be Suleyman-
3 and that is due to what he had been Given from the world”’.%°

a;?;}ﬂ&»égilgj);ux;z}&»i;u;j@@&w;gj&;djsﬂfww ez =77

‘From Abu Abdullah?%s having said: ‘Allah"®*" does not Close a door of sustenance upon a
Momin except Allah®?¥ Opens for him one better than it’.

A B 08l i o 5 i BT J5 o8 o0 ek Gl 06

Ibn Abu Umeyr said, ‘He®"* didn’t mean ‘better than it’ as being more than it, but he@Wws
meant that it would be less, so it is better for him”’.%!

Some additional Ahadith on poverty are cited in Appendix.

40 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 76
41 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 77
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Appendix: Miscellaneous Ahadith on Poverty

aly ) gsg 5 i Bl 4sg 5 sy B3 053 106 g Gt l 22 e

‘From Amir Al-Momineen@"s having said: ‘The sustenance is allocated with the foolishness,
and the deprivation is allocated with the intellect, and the affliction is allocated with the
patience” .%?

'glké@fgj’”'j,f’ :;;;J?j':”;zﬁj‘t‘j@j*

And he®"Ys said: ‘The poverty mutes the intelligent from his argument, and the destitute is a

stranger in his own city”’.3

o 4, Z o o VL0 el aad L .. : o 5. 13
Oy lE 5 o2 5 5 okt aes b B R SR Gabd) 5l 06 e Sl

‘Amir Al-Momineen®%s said: ‘The poverty is better for the Momineen than envy of the
neighbours, and tyranny of the ruler, and flattery of the brethren” .44

°
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‘From his father®"Ys, from his®"* forefathers®"“s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah=®™"Y said: ‘The

poverty is better than the riches except one loaded in creditors (debts) and gives in a

disaster”.%

CE E s s J6 5 -
And he 2"V said: ‘The poverty is poverty of the heart” .
e A e 06 5 -

And he"W said: ‘The poverty is a comfort”’ .4’

42 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 62

43 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 94 H83 b
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 94 H 85 a
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 86 ¢
46 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 86 d
47 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 86 e
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