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In the Name of Allah®** the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®?* Lord* of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=a*% and his*2¥¥ Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Previous Divine Books

Summary:

Is there any benefit from reading the previous Holy Books (Torah, Psalms and the Injeel)?
Allah-#% Says in the Holy Quran:
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He Revealed unto you the Book with the Truth, verifying what came before it, and He
Revealed the Torah and the Evangel [3:3] Beforehand, as Guidance for the people. And He
Revealed ‘253’ the Criterion (Clear Verses of Quran); they who disbelieve in the Signs of

Allahi, for them would be severe Punishment; and Allah* is Mighty with the
Retribution [3:4]

The Divine Books which Allah?¥ Revealed to His?*" Prophets? were changed and distorted
by the people to justify some of their or their ruler’s actions and policies. Allah**l then Sent
the Holy Quran which verifies what was Sent before as well as what the people need up to
the Day of resurrection. Therefore, what was important from the Message of Allah*"i has
been included in the Holy Quran, and the distortions made to earlier Books have been
clarified and corrected in the Holy Quran. On the distortions of the previous Books, Abu
Ibrahim2s%s (7t Imam2%) says:
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(The 7t Imam™®s"s) said when asked by a scholar of the previous Books: I#%s shall describe to
you, what came out from his@"s (Imam Ali-®*¥*) lineage, and he®"* is with you all in the Books

which were Revealed unto you, if you have not changed, altered and the rejected (these), and

for long (this is) what you have been doing’.!

The three Divine Books that are mentioned by name in the Holy Quran are the Tawrat
(Torah); the Zabur (Psalms); and the Injeel (Injeel). The Holy Quran also mentions Revealing
of the Scrolls of Abraham™° and the Scrolls of Musa™:. In Ahadith, we find the Divine Books
Allah?2¥ Revealed to His®*" Prophets to be: ‘The Psalms of Dawood ™, and Torah of Musa

1 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 120 H 4
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a5 and Evangel of Isa®, and Parchment of Ibrahim™°, and the Holy Quran to Prophet
Mohammed-$Ww,2

Imam Ali Reza®*"* described the lost and recompilation of the Bible as:

Al-Reza™®"* asked him, “How little your knowledge of the Bible and its scholars is! If what you
say is right, then why is there so much dispute amongst you with each other about the Bible?
The reason is that there is controversy lies in the Bible which is in your hands today. Had it
been the same as the first Bible, there would be no disputes over it.

However, 1% will clarify this for you myself¥s, Know that when the first Bible was lost, the
Christians gathered around their scholars and said to them, “Isa™®: the son of (the Blessed
Lady) Mary™ has been killed, and we have lost the Bible. You are the scholars. What do you
have?’ Luke, Mark and John told them, ‘We have memorized the Bible. Do not worry about
it. Do not forsake the churches. We will recite each Injeel of the Bible for you on each Sunday
until we put it all together.” Then Luke, Mark, John and Matthew gathered together and put
together this Bible after you had lost the first one. These four students were of the first
students. Did you know that?” (An extract, Hadith to follow in the article).

Some Examples of the Distortions to the previous Divine Books:

Below are some examples of the distortion of the previous Holy Books are presented from
Ahadith, and underlined are where these changes are mentioned. In the book of ‘Ahtijaj e
Tabrisy’ there are additional Ahadith where Masomeen™"* have pointed out to the changes
to the previous Divine Books when debating with the Christian and Jew scholars.

A Jew asks Ali®*"* lbn Abi Talib?*"* some Questions referring to previous
Books:
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‘I witnessed an event | have not witnessed similar to it. There was none more wondrous in
my view nor more occurring upon my heart, than it’. It was said, ‘O Abu Ja’far?"s! And what
is that?’ He said, ‘When Abu Bakr died, the people came pledging allegiance to Umar Bin Al-
Khattab, when a Jew came. The Jews at Al-Medina had acknowledged him (the Jew) that he
is their most learned, and like that was his father from before, among them.

2 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 40 H 3
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He said, ‘O Umar! Who is most learned in this community of the Book of Allah-#**i and Sunnah
of His?¥ Rasool*®%?’ He indicated by his hand towards Ali®"s Bin Abu Talib?%s, The Jew
came to him™?"Ys and said, ‘O Ali®"s| Are you™@"* like what Umar Bin Al-Khattab has alleged?’
He s said to him: ‘And what has he alleged?’ He said, ‘He claimed that you™@** are the most
learned of this community with the Book of Allah#*" and Sunnah of His#" Prophetsa"W’,
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He s said to him: ‘O Jew! Ask about whatever comes to you, you will be informed if Allah
azwj the Exalted so Desires!” He said, ‘1 ask you®"“s about three, and three and one’. He®%s
said: ‘And why are you not saying, seven?’ He said to him™"s, ‘l am not saying seven, but |
shall ask you™@"s about three, so if you?"s were to answer me about these, | shall ask you?2s%s
about what is after these, or else | shall know that there isn’t any learned one among you all,
and | shall go’.
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Ali®%s said to him: ‘So, 1% hereby ask you by your Allah? which you worship! If 7% were
to answer you regarding all what you ask me%¢ about, you will leave your religion and enter
into my s religion’. The Jew said to him, ‘| have not come except for Al-Islam’. Ali®" said to
him: ‘Ask whatever you so desire’.
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He said to him™@V%s, ‘Inform me about the first drop of blood dripping upon the surface of the
earth, which thing is it? And about the first spring to burst out upon the surface of the earth,
which spring is it? And the first tree planted upon the surface of the earth, which tree is it?’
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Ali®"s said to him: ‘O (descendant of) Haroun=*! As for you (Jews), you are saying the first
drop of blood to drip upon the surface of the earth was when the son™ of Adam™ killed his™
brother®, and it isn’t as what you are saying. But, 1®*s say that the first drop to drip upon the
surface of the earth was when Hawwa?* menstruated, and that was before she® gave birth
to her® son® Shees™®". He said, ‘You™®"* speak the truth’.
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Alias%s said to him: ‘As for you (Jews), you are saying that the first tree planted upon the
surface of the earth is the tree from which was (built) the ship of Noah?*, and it is the olive,
and it isn’t as what you are saying. But, it was the palm tree which had come down with
Adam™ from the Garden, and it is the Ajwa (date), and from it separate what you can (now)
see from the varieties of the date trees’. He said, ‘You™@%s speak the truth’.
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Ali®"s said to him: ‘As for you (Jews), you are saying that the first spring to burst out upon
the surface of the earth is the spring Al-Yagoud (Al-Bagour), and it is the spring which happens
to be in Bayt Al-Maqdis, and it isn’t as what you are saying. But it is the spring of like at which
Musa™ Bin Imran™ and his™ youth had paused upon, and with them was the dead fish. It fell
into it and was revived, and like that is the weather which is the spring. Nothing would attain
from it except it would live.
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And like that was Al-Khizr?° in the forefront of Zulgarnayn* in seeking the spring of life. Al-
Khizr?s achieved it and drank from it, and Zulgarnayn came seeking it, but deviated away from
it
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He said, ‘You™?"s speak the truth. By the One?™, there is no Allah®*"l except He®"! | do find
it (as such) in the Book of my (fore) father?s Haroun Bin Imran. He®Ys had written it by his
3 hand and it was dictated by Musa Bin Imran?%,
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He said, ‘Inform me about another three. Inform me about Muhammad=**%, how many
Imams™2¥s would there be for him*®"¥ and which Garden will hes®¥" be dwelling it, and who
would be dwelling with him™=@YW in his*®¥ Garden, and about the first stone to descend to
the earth’.
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Alia%s said: ‘O (descendant of) Haroun®! For Muhammad™=®" there are Twelve Just
Imams@%s, They@%s will neither be harmed by the abandonment of the ones abandoning
them™@%s, nor would they " be lonely due to the opposition of the ones opposing them2s"s,
They@%s will be immersed in the religion from the lofty mountains in the earth.

o
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And the dwelling of Muhammad=®** would be in the Garden of Aden which Allah#" Mighty
and Majestic Said regard it: “Be!” So, it came into being, and therein are flowing the rivers of
Paradise. And the co-dwellers of Muhammad=*"" in his*®“% Garden would be those twelve
just Imams s,
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And the first stone to descend, so you (Jews) are saying it is the rock which it in Bayt Al-
Magdis, and it isn’t as what you are saying. But it is which is in the Sacred House of Allah3¥
(Kabah). Jibraeel® had descended with it to the earth, and it is intensely whiter than the
snow, but it darkened from the sins of the children of Adam™=*'.
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The Jew said to him™“s, ‘You®"s speak the truth. By the One®™, there is no Allah®*%i except
He?™il | do find it as such in the Book of my (forefather) father? Haroun®s, and (it was)
dictated by Musa@*'.
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The Jew said, ‘And there remains one, and it is — Inform me about the successor?"“s of
Muhammad=**%, how long would he?"s live for, and will he®"s be dying (a natural death) or
be killed?’
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Ali®%s said to him: ‘O Jew! %S am the successor?%s of Muhammad=SaWW, |3Ws shall live for
thirty years after him™=@¥W neither increasing by one day nor reducing one day. Then its most
wretched one would be sent, being more wretched than the slayer of the she-camel of
(people of) Samood. He will strike me™3s¥* a strike over here, in my 2" head, and my?"“* beard
would be dyed (with blood)’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And Ali®"* cried with intense crying. The Jew turned back saying, ‘I
testify that there is no Allah?*" except Allah??¥ Alone, there being no associate for Him32¥,

and | testify that Muhammad="¥ is His®" servant and His#¥ Rasoola"W,
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And | testify, O Ali®%s, you™@%s are a successor of Muhammad=®¥, and it is befitting for
you@Ws that you™Ys are neither excelled nor surpassed, and that you™"s are magnified and
not weakened, and that you™*s are advanced and not advanced upon, and that you™“s are
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obeyed and not disobeyed, and you®"* are more rightful of this gathering than others. As for
you, O Umar, so | will not pray Salat behind you, ever!
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Ali®"s said to him: ‘Restrain, O (descendant) of Haroun™s, from your voice!” Then the
(descendant) of Haroun™ brought out a letter from his sleeve written in Hebrew, and gave it
to AlisWs, Ali®Ws |ooked into it and wept. The (descendant) of Haroun™ said, ‘What makes
you@Ws weep?’
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Ali®%s said to him: ‘O (descendant) of Haroun@*! This here is written my?*"s name’. The Jew
said, ‘It is Hebrew writing and you™s¥s are an Arab man!’ Ali®"* said to him: ‘Woe be unto
you, O (descendant) of Harouns! This is my?¥s name. As for in the Torah, my®"“* name is
‘Habeel’, and in the Evangel is it ‘Habdar”’.
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The Jew said, ‘You™"s speak the truth. By the One?¥, there is no Allah?*¥ except He?W! It
is in the handwriting of my (fore) father?® Haroun™@s, and dictated by Musa™@ Bin Imran,
being inherited by the forefathers until it came to me’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Ali®"s accepted (it) weeping and saying: ‘The Praise is for Allah32¥
Who did not Make me"s to be forgotten in His*" Presence. The Praise is for Allah®¥ Who
Affirmed me™®s in the Parchments of the righteous’. Then Ali®*¥s grabbed a hand of the man
and went with him to his%s house. He**"* taught him good teaching and Laws of Al-Islam”’.3

Imam Ali Al-Reza®*"* Points out to the changes in previous Books

When Ali ibn Musa Al-Reza"s went to see Al-Ma’mun, Al-Ma’mun ordered Al-Fadhl ibn Sahl
to summon the prominent theologians from among the rhetoricians and the religions such as
Al-Jaselig (the Catholic Archbishop), the High Rabbi to debate with Imam Al-Reza@s"s:
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3 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 36, The book of History — Amir Al-Momineen?"s, Ch 40 H 20
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Al-RezaWs

When Ali ibn Musa Al-Reza@"s went to see Al-Ma’mun, Al-Ma’mun ordered Al-Fadhl ibn Sahl
to summon the prominent theologians from among the rhetoricians and the religions such as
al-Jaseliq (the Catholic Archbishop), the High Rabbi, the Hindu High Priest, followers of
Zoroaster Nestus the Roman medical scientist, and the rest of the theologians in order to hear
their words, and those of Al-Reza®"s, Al-Fadhl ibn Sahl gathered them together (in Al-
Ma’mun's palace), and then he informed Al-Ma’mun about the meeting. Al-Ma’mun granted
them permission to enter and received them with hospitality and honour.

Then he presented before them what he intended to do by saying, “I have gathered you for
(something) good and want you to have a debate with my cousin from Medina, who will come
to me. Come to me tomorrow morning. None of you should be absent.”

They said, “O Commander of the faithful! We listen and obey you. Allah?" willing, we will be
here first thing in the morning.”

Al-Nawfali said, “We were talking to Abil Hassan®"* when Yasir - the servant who was in
charge of serving Abil Hassan®"s entered and told him™@W%s, “O my master?®"“s! Indeed the
commander of the faithful expressed his greetings to you@"s and he has said, May your
brother be your ransom! Indeed the chief scientists, scholars from all religions and masters
of speech from all nations have all gathered together here with me. Would you=2*s like to
come to us and have a discussion with them? If you™¥* do not wish to do so, do not bother
yourself@Ws Even if you@%s prefer, we do not mind coming to you™"“s, Then Abul Hassan@"s
said, “Express my%s greetings to him and tell him that 1S understand what you mean.
Allah?2% willing, 1% will come to you myself tomorrow morning.”

Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad al-Nawfali said, ‘When Yasir went out, the Imam?*¥s turned to me
and said, ‘O Nawfali! You are an Iraqi, and an Iraqi’s heart is not hard. So, what do think is
your cousin’s intention in setting up a meeting between me%* and the pagans and scholars?”

Al-Nawfalianswered, “May | be your®*“*ransom! He wants to test you®*s, and wants to know
how much knowledge you™®%s possess. He has, indeed, based his assumption on shaky
grounds. By Allah?®i, what he has set up is dangerous.”
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The Imam™¥s agsked, “And what has he set up?”

Al-Nawfali said, “The theologians and the heretics are different from the scholars. That is
because a scholar does not deny the undeniable, whereas rhetoricians, theologians, and
polytheists are people who deny things and try to prove what is not true. If you@"“s argue with
them and tell them that Allah??¥ is One, they would say, 'Prove His Oneness’, and if yous"s
say that Muhammad=™¥ is the Messenger of Allah®", they would say, 'Prove his*"W
Prophethood.' May | be your?"s ransom! They confuse people and make them disprove their
own proofs. They continue these false accusations until you back off.”

Al-Nawfali added, “Then the Imam™¥* smiled and told me, ‘O Al-Nawfali! Do you fear that

they will disprove my?*"s argument?’”

Al-Nawfali said, ‘No, by Allah?! | have never worried about you*s, and | hope that Allah"
azwj willing, Allah#" will make you*"* victorious over them!’

The Imam™Ys asked again, ‘O Nawfali! Would you like to know when Al-Ma’mun will feel
regretful?’ He answered, ‘Yes.” The Imam™@*"* said, ‘When he (al-Ma’mun) hears me 2" argue
with the people of the Torah quoting their own Torah, with the people of the Injeel quoting
their own Injeel, with the people of the Psalms quoting their own Psalms, with the
Zoroastrians arguing in their Persian language, with the Romans in their own Latin, and with
the rhetoricians using their very own rhetoric. So, if I®% close the avenues of argument in
the face of each arguing party and disprove his claim, making him renounce his statement
from its onset and referring to my own statement, then Al-Ma’mun will realize that he has
not achieve what he aspires to achieve. It is then that he will feel regretful. And there is no
strength save in the Highest, the Almighty Allah-2%"”

On the following day, Al-Fadhl ibn Sahl went in a hurry to see the Imam™?*"s and told him™=s¥s,
“May | be your?¥sransom! Your cousin is waiting for you. The people have gathered together.
When will you™@%s go to him?”

Al-Reza®¥s told him, “You go ahead. Allah®¥ willing, 1% will come to you.” Then he3s"s
made ablutions for praying, drank something, ate some soup with us and we all left. Then we
reached Al-Ma’mun’s palace. The meeting was full of people. Muhammad ibn Ja’far, some of
the Talibites and the Hashemites, and the Commanders of the Army were amongst those
present.

When Al-Reza®%s entered, Al-Ma’mun stood up. Muhammad ibn Ja’far and all the
Hashemites who were present there stood up for him. The Imam™=¥* and Al-Ma’'mun sat down
while all the people were still standing, until Al-Ma’mun ordered them to sit down. Al-Ma’mun
talked to the Imam™"s for a while. Then Al-Ma’mun turned to the Catholic Archbishop and
said, “O Catholic Archbishop! This is my cousin Ali®"s ibn Musa@%s |bn Ja'fara%s, He@"s is
one of the children of (the Blessed Lady) Fatima™@*s - the daughter®"s of our Prophet™"s -
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and Ali®"s jbn Abi Talib?"s, | would like you to have a debate with him#"* and be fair with
him-aSWS.

The Catholic Archbishop said, “O Commander of the faithful! How can | argue with a man=asws

who argues with me using a Book which we have denied and a Prophet whom | do not believe
in?”

Al-Reza@"s told him, “O Christian! Will you accept it if 1% present proofs from your Injeel?”

The Catholic Archbishop said, “How could | reject what the Bible speaks about? | swear to
Allah-#% that | will accept it even if | dislike it.”

Al-Reza®"s told him, “Ask whatever you wish to ask and receive your answer.”

The Catholic Archbishop said, “What is your?**s opinion about the Prophethood of Isa and
his@ Book? Do you™®"s deny either one of them?”

Al-Reza®"s said, “I"*"s admit to the Prophethood of Isa®*, his® Book, and what he?* advised
his@ nation to do- which his disciples accepted. However, 1#** reject the Prophethood of
any Isa who has not professed the Prophethood of Muhammad™=2"V%, his@¥% Book and what
he?"s advised his nation to do.”

The Catholic Archbishop said, “Aren't precepts proved through two just witnesses?”

The Imam™@"s said, “Yes.” The Catholic Archbishop said, “Therefore, name two witnesses
other than the people of your?"s own nation and ones whom Christianity does not reject to
testify to the Prophethood of Muhammad™=®"¥, Likewise, ask us a similar thing from people
other than our own nation.”

Al-Reza@®"s said, “O Christian! Now you are speaking fairly. Do you accept a just person who
was given preference (over others) by the Messiah - Isa*: the son of (the Blessed Lady) Mary

as?l’

The Catholic Archbishop said, “Who is the just one? Name him for me.”
The Imam™¥s said, “What is your opinion of John al-Daylami?”

The Catholic Archbishop said, “Bravo! Bravo!” You have mentioned the person loved the most
by the Messiah.”

The Imam™@%s said, “Then 1"#%s ask you to swear to and tell me?“s whether or not the Bible
says that John says, ‘The Messiah has informed me of the religion of Muhammad=2"¥, the
Arab, and has given me the glad tidings about him=®"W% who will be (a Prophet) after him.
Therefore, | gave the glad tidings of him™®"¥ to the disciples and they believed in himsaww '

The Catholic Archbishop said, “John did quote this from the Messiah. He did give the glad
tidings of a man who will be a Prophet™=@W hiss®"W Household®"s and his@%¥Y Trustees"s,
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He has not clarified when this will happen and has not named them so that we may know who
they are.”

Al-Reza™®"s said, “If we bring someone here who can recite the Bible and he recites to you
Muhammad=®"¥'s name, his*®¥ Household, and his*®"" nation, will you believe in him=saww?”
The Catholic Archbishop said, “What a sound suggestion!”

Al-Reza@"s turned to Nestus the Roman and asked him, “Have you memorized the third Book
of the Bible?”

He answered, “I have thoroughly memorized it.” Then the Imam2** addressed the Catholic
Archbishop and said, “Can you recite the Bible?” The Catholic Archbishop said, “Yes, of
course.”

The Imam™@%s said, “Then 1% will recite to you (some verses from) the third Book. If
Muhammad=aWY, his*®% Household, and his*®" nation were mentioned in it, then bear
witness! And if they have not been mentioned therein, then do not bear witness.” Then the
Imam™@"s recited to him some of the verses of the third Book until he®%s reached the
reference to the Prophet®"¥, He?®s stopped reading and said, “O Christian! 1" challenge
you to swear by the Messiah and his mother. Have you realized that I®%* have knowledge of
the Bible?” He replied, “Yes.”

The Imam™@"s recited to him some verses from the third Book concerning the reference to
the Prophet=®"¥, his*@WW Household and his*®"% community. Then the Imam?" said, “O
Christian! What do you think now? These are the words of Isa®*: the son of (the Blessed Lady)
Mary®s. If you deny what the Bible says, then you will deny Musa®® and Isa™s. If you deny
them, then it is incumbent (upon the people) to kill you since you have blasphemed against
your Lord, your Prophet and your Book.”

The Catholic Archbishop said, “I do not deny the clear things in the Bible, rather | profess
them.”

The Imam™"s asked others who were present, “Bear witness that he professed.”

Then the Imam™"s told the Catholic Archbishop, “O Catholic Archbishop! Ask me=?s“s any
other questions that you wish to ask.”

The Catholic Archbishop asked, “What about the disciples of Isa®s: the son™* of (the Blessed
Lady) Mary2¥s? How many were they? And tell me about the scholars of the Bible. How many
were they?”

Al-Reza®"* said, “You have found the expert! As for (the number of) the disciples, they were
twelve men. The best and the most learned of them was Alugas (Luke). As for (the number
of) Christian scholars, there were three men: John (Yohanna), ‘the greatest’, John at Qriqisiya,
and John - the al-Daylami at Zijar, who made reference to the Prophet Muhammad =%V It is
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he who gave the good news to the nation of Isa™® and the Children of Israel about the Prophet
Muhammd-—saww.”

The Imam™%s added, “O Christian! By Allah®®, we believe in the Isa® who believed in
Muhammad?"s. We have nothing against Isa®, he® (considered himself?*) weak (in front of
Allah??%) and was (famous for) his® fasting and prayer.”

The Catholic Archbishop said, “By Allah?"i, you®¥s have corrupted your?%s knowledge! Your
asws affair has become weak! | thought that you®s*s were the most learned of the Muslims!”

Al-Reza@"s asked, “Why?” The Catholic Archbishop said, “Since you™¥* said that Isa® was
weak with little fasting and praying, while Isa never broke fasting by day and never slept at
night. He® always fasted during the day and prayed at night.”

Al-Reza?"s said, “For whom did he™ fast and pray?” The Catholic Archbishop did not answer,
not knowing what to say.

Al-Reza@"s said, “I”*"s want to ask you a question.” The Catholic Archbishop said, “Ask. | will
respond to you@"s if | know the answer.”

Al-Reza™®"s said, “Why do you deny that Isa® gave life to the dead with the Honourable the
Exalted Allah#"’s permission?”

The Catholic Archbishop said, “I denied that before, since whoever gives life to the dead and
heals the blind and the leprous is a lord worthy of being worshipped.”

Al-Reza™®"s said, “Well. Indeed Al-Yasa (Elija) did just as Isa™ did. He walked on water, gave
life to the dead, and healed the blind and the leprous. Why did his nation not adopt him as a
Lord? Why did not anyone worship him as a god other than Allah-2%?”

The Prophet Hezqeel (Ezekiel)? did just what Isa® did. He® gave life to thirty-five men sixty
years after their death.” Then the Imam™"s turned towards the Catholic Archbishop and told
him, “O Catholic Archbishop! Have you found the following about some of the youth of the
Children of Israel in the Torah? When Bukht Nasr (Nebuchadnezzar) invaded Jerusalem, he
chose from amongst the Children of Israel who were enslaved and took them with him to go
to Babylon. Then the Honourable the Exalted Allah?" Dispatched Al-Yasa' for them and he
gave life to them. This (statement) is in the Torah. No one but an atheist would deny it.”

The Catholic Archbishop said, “I have heard about this and know it.” The Imam™?"s said, “That
is right.”

Then the Imam™@%s said, “O Jew! See if I*%s read the following Book of the Torah properly.”
The Imam™@"s then recited some of the verses from the Torah for us. The Jew who was
surprised hearing how the Imam™@*s was reciting the Torah kept moving his body. He then
faced the Christian and asked, “O Christian! Were these before Isa® or was Isa?® before
them?” The Catholic Archbishop said, “They were before him=s.”
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Al-Reza®¥s said, “(People from) the Quraysh (tribe) gathered around Allah??*i 's Messenger
Muhammad=®"¥ and asked him*®"¥ to give life to their dead. He*®"¥ sent along Ali®*"s |bn
Abi Talib@"s with them and told him?*s, “Go to the cemetery and loudly call the people about
whom they have asked, Say, “O so-and-so, so-and-so, etc.” Tell them, “Allah?*’s Messenger
Muhammad*"" says, ‘Rise with the permission of the Honourable the Exalted Allah-#2il’
Then they will all arise and brush off the dust from their heads.” The people from the Quraysh
tribe walked towards them and asked them about their affairs. They told them that
Muhammad=®W was appointed as a Prophet. The people who had risen from the dead said,
“We wish we had lived in his age and believed in him=@%W1” The Prophet healed the blind, the
leprous and the insane. He spoke with the beasts, the birds, the jinn, and Satan. Still, we do
not adopt him as a lord other than Allah®¥, We do not deny the nobilities of any of these
Prophets™. But you who have adopted Isa™ as a lord, so then is it permissible for you to
adopt Al-Yasa™® and Hizgeel™ as two lords, for they did just as Isa@*: the son of (the Blessed
Lady) Mary® did - acts such as giving life to the dead and else?

In addition, thousands of the Children of Israel left their homeland in fear of death due to
plague. Allah®" Made them die immediately. The people of the village built a fence around
them, and left them there until their bones decayed. One of the Prophets™ of the Children of
Israel passed by. He* was amazed when he® saw many decayed bones. The Honourable the
Exalted Allah??¥i revealed to him™s, “Would you like Me 3% to bring them to life so that you-
3 can admonish them?” The Prophet* said, “Yes, Lord??¥!” Then the Honourable the Exalted
Allah??%i Revealed to him™s, “Then call them.” He® said, “O decayed bones! Rise with Allah
azwi’s permission.” They all rose while brushing off the dust from their heads.”

Also, Abraham™s - the friend of Allah?"i the Merciful - took the birds, cut them into pieces,
and put each piece on a mountain top. He™ called out to them and they came towards him.
Musa® the son of Imran™ and seventy of his® companions whom he®* had chosen went to
the mountain. They told Musas, “You have seen Allah?", then show Him??"I to us.” Musa-
3 told them, “I"® have not seen Him??.” But they said, ‘...We shall never believe in thee until
we see Allah??" manifestly...’

A thunderbolt struck them, and burnt them all up. Only Musa™ survived. Musa™ said, “O my
Lord22%1 |3 chose seventy men from among the Children of Israel and brought them to the
mountain. Shall I® return by myself? How shall my®° people believe what I must tell them?
‘I it had been Thy will Thou@™ couldst have destroyed, long before, both them and mes:
wouldst Thou?¥ destroy us for the deeds of the foolish ones among us?’

Then the Honourable the Exalted Allah??" Gave life to them after their death. You cannot
deny all these things which I"#%s have told you, for the Torah, the Bible, the Psalms of David
and the Quran have mentioned them. If all those who gave life to the dead, healed the blind,
the leprous and the mad were adopted as Lords other than Allah®%, then you should also
adopt them as Lords. O Christian! What is your opinion?”
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The Catholic Archbishop said, “Yes. You are right. There is no god but Allah22%.”

Then the Imam™@*"s turned towards the High Rabbi and told him, “O Jew! Turn to measWs, |-asws
swear to you by the Ten Commandments which were sent down to Musa® (the son of Imran-
) to tell me™@%s whether or not there exists the following statement about the Prophet
Muhammad=®" and his™®"W nation in the Torah, “When the people of the last nation whose
followers are the Rider of the Camel who extremely glorifies the Lord??" - new glorifications
in new churches (implying mosques), then let the Children of Israel flee towards them and
their dominion so that their hearts may be tranquil, since there will be swords in their hands
with which they will take revenge on the unbelievers around the globe.” Is this not written in
the Torah?” The High Rabbi said, “Yes, we have found that written in this manner.”

Then the Imam™"s asked the Catholic Archbishop, “O Christian! How is your knowledge of
the Book of Sha'ya?” He answered, “l know it letter by letter.” Then the Imam2*s asked them
both, “Do you know that the following statement is made by him?, ‘O people! | have seen the
picture of the Rider of the Donkey. He was wearing gowns of light. And | have seen the Rider

nm

of the Camel - who is as bright as the moon.”” They answered, “Indeed Sha'ya did say that!”

Al-Reza®¥s said, “O Christian! Do you know that Isa*"s said, ‘I am going to my?s Lord??"
and your Lord®%, and the Paraclete is coming who shall testify to my truth just as | testified
for him, and he shall explain everything to you, and he shall be the one to expose all the sins
of nations, and he shall be the one to smash down the pillars of unbelief?’” The Catholic
Archbishop said, “We accept whatever you?"s cite from the Bible.” The Imam™"* said, “O
Catholic Archbishop! Have you found this established in the Bible?” The Catholic Archbishop
said, “Yes.” Al-Reza®"* said, “O Catholic Archbishop! When you lost the first Bible, with whom
did you find it?” The Catholic Archbishop said, “We only lost the Bible for one day. Then we
found it fresh (in its original state). John and Matthew brought it back to us.”

Al-Reza®"s asked him, “How little your knowledge of the Bible and its scholars is! If what you

say is right, then why is there so much dispute amongst you with each other about the Bible?

The reason is that there is controversy lies in the Bible which is in your hands today. Had it

been the same as the first Bible, there would be no disputes over it.

However, 1'% will clarify this for you myself2%s_ Know that when the first Bible was lost, the

Christians gathered around their scholars and said to them, “'Isa®: the son of (the Blessed

Lady) Mary®"¥s has been killed, and we have lost the Bible. You are the scholars. What do you

have?’ Luke, Mark and John told them, ‘We have memorized the Bible. Do not worry about

it. Do not forsake the churches. We will recite each Injeel of the Bible for you on each Sunday

until we put it all together.” Then Luke, Mark, John and Matthew gathered together and put

together this Bible after you had lost the first one. These four students were of the first

students. Did you know that?”
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The Catholic Archbishop said, “I did not know this before. Now | have learned it from you=s"s
due to your?®"“s noble knowledge of the Bible. | heard things which you"* knew from you -
things which my heart testifies to be the truth. Therefore, | have gained a much better
understanding.”

Al-Reza®"s said, “How do you consider what they bear witness to?” The Catholic Archbishop
said, “I completely accept whatever they say is right and bear witness to it.” Then Al-Reza%s
told Al-Ma’mun and those of his family and others who were present, “Be witnesses to this.”
They said, “We witness to that.”

Then the Imam™@¥s told the Catholic Archbishop, “I swear by the Son® and his Mother® to
tell us whether you know that Matthew said the following, ‘The Messiah is the son of David,
the son of Abraham, the son of Isaac, the son of Jacob, the son of Yehuda, the son of Khadrun.’
Mark said the following regarding the lineage of Isa™®: the son of (the Blessed Lady) Mary,
‘He is Allah?*/'s Kalama (Word) placed in the human body. So, it turned into the human form.’
Moreover, Luke said, ‘Isa® the son of Mary® and his® mother? were humans made of flesh
and blood. Then the Holy Spirit entered into them.” You also testify that Isa? had said the
following about himself?s, ‘O disciples! I* will tell you the truth. No one will ascend the
heavens, except for him who descends therefrom, except for the Rider of the Camel - the Seal
of the Prophets=®"¥, for he*®"¥ will ascend the heavens and then will descend there from.’
What do you have to say about that?”

The Catholic Archbishop said, “These are the words of Isa®*. We do not deny them.” Al-Reza
asws said, “If so, what do you say about the testimonies of Luke, Mark and Matthew regarding
Isa® and the lineage they attributed to him?”

The Catholic Archbishop said, “They ascribed lies to Isa™.”

Al-Reza®"* said, “O people! Did he not just bear witness that they (Luke, Mark and Matthew)
are the Scholars of the Bible and that what they say is the truth?” The Catholic Archbishop
said, “O Scholar of the Muslims! | would like you to excuse me from discussing about these

4

men.

Al-Reza@®"s said, “Fine. | will excuse you from that. O Christian! Ask me whatever you wish to
ask.” The Catholic said, “Let someone else ask you questions. By Isa®, | did not think that
there was a scholar like you™@"s among the Muslims.”

Al-Reza®"* turned towards the High Rabbi and said, “Will you ask me questions or should |
ask?” The High Rabbi said, “I will ask. However, | will not accept any proofs from you3sws
except those from the Torah, the Bible, the Psalms of David, or the Scriptures of Abraham*
and Musa™.”
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Al-Reza®"* said, “Do not accept any of my proofs unless they are from the Torah as expressed
by Musa®V¥s - the son of Imran"s, the Bible as expressed by Isa®"*: the son of (the Blessed
Lady) Mary@%s, or the Psalms of David as expressed by David-asws.”

The High Rabbi said, “How can you prove the Prophethood of Muhammad=saww?”

Al-Reza®"s said, “Musa™ - the son of Imran, Isa®" - the son of (the Blessed Lady) Mary2s"s
and David?®"s - the Vicegerent of Allah?¥ on the Earth have testified to his Prophethood.”

The High Rabbi said, “Provide evidence of the testimony of Musa™* the son of Imran=.”

Al-Reza™®"s told him, “O Jew! Do you know that Musa™* said the following to the Children of
Israel, ‘A Prophet will come to you from among your brethren. Believe in him and obey him.’
Do you know that the Children of Israel have no brethren other than the Children of Ishmael?
Do you know about the ties of kinship between Israel and Ishmael and the relationship that
existed between them from the past through Abraham==?” The High Rabbi said, “These are
the words of Musa®s. | do not deny them.” Al-Reza®** asked him, “Has any Prophet™ other
than Muhammad?*s come from amongst the brethren of the Children of Israel?” He replied,
“No.” Al-Reza®"s said, “Is this not correct in your opinion?” The High Rabbi said, “Yes, but |
want you to prove its correctness from the Torah.”

Al-Reza@®"s asked him, “Do you deny that the Torah says the following to you? ‘There came
light from Mount Sina. Light shined upon us from Mount Sa’eer and it became apparent to us

"nm

from Mount Faran.”” The High Rabbi said, “I am familiar with these words, but | do not know

what they mean.””

Al-Reza@"s said, “l will inform you about them. What is meant when it says ‘There came light
from Mount Sina’ is a reference to the Blessed the Sublime Allah?*%’s revelations to Musa™
on Mount Sina. And what is meant when it says, ‘Light shined upon us from Mount Sa’eer’ is
a reference to the Mountain upon which the Honourable the Exalted Allah®¥ Sent
revelations to Isa™ - the son of (the Blessed Lady) Mary . Isa@ was on that mountain. And
what is meant when it says, ‘and it became apparent to us from Mount Faran’ is a reference
to a mountain that is one day away from Mecca. As you and your friends said, the Prophet
Sha'ya has said in the Torah that ‘I have seen the picture of the Rider of the Donkey. He was
wearing gowns of light. And | have seen the Rider of the Camel - who is as bright as the moon.’
Who is the Rider of the Donkey? Who is the Rider of the Camel?” The High Rabbi said, “I do
not know who they are.” The Imam™ ¥ said, “The Rider of the Donkey is Isa® and the Rider
of the Camel is Muhammad?**s. Do you deny that this is from the Torah?” The High Rabbi
said, “No, | do not deny that.”

Then Al-Reza@®"s said, “Do you know the Prophet Hayquq?®?” The High Rabbi said, “Yes, |
know him.” The Imam™@%s said, “He has said the following which your Book has also stated,
‘Allah?? brought down the Bay’an from Mount Faran. The heavens are filled with the
glorification of Ahmad=2"" and his nation. Hes®W will carry his troops at sea just as he carries
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them on land. He™*"Y will bring us a new Book after the destruction of the Holy House (in
Jerusalem).’ Did you know this (statement) and do you believe in it?” The High Rabbi said, “In
fact, the Prophet Hayquqg has said this. | will not deny his words.”

Al-Reza"s said, “David  said in his Psalms which you have also read, ‘O my Allah?*! Appoint
him who will establish the Sunna (practice) after the cessation (of the Prophets).” Did you
know of any Prophet other than Muhammad=**" who has established the Sunna after the
cessation (of the Prophets)?”

The High Rabbi said, “This is what is said by David. We do not deny it. However, he™® meant
Isa™ by that, and it is his era that was the age of cessation.” Al-Reza®"* told him, “You are
wrong. In fact, Isa"* endorsed the Sunna (practices) of the Torah until Allah?* Pulled him"
3 up to Himself?¥%, It is written in the Bible, ‘The son of pious woman will go, and the
Paraclete will come after him. It is he who will preserve the bonds, explain everything to you,
and testify to my@ truth just as 1 testified for him=2%Y, |* have brought you the examples,
and he will bring you the interpretations.’ Do you believe that this statement is in the Bible?”

The High Rabbi said, “Yes.”

Al-Reza®"s told him, “O the High Rabbi! | want to ask you about your Prophet Musa™@s. The
High Rabbi said, “Ask.” The Imam™" said, “What is the evidence for the Prophethood of
Musas?”

The Jew said, “He brought miracles which the Prophets* before him had not brought.” The
Imam™@"s asked, “Could you give me an example?” The High Rabbi replied, “He split the sea,
turned the cane into a running serpent, cleaved the stones so that springs gushed forth from
them, took out his hand shining white for the onlookers, and other signs the like of which
other creatures were unable to bring.”

Al-Reza@®"s told him, “You are right. They are proofs of his Prophethood. He™ brought the
like of which other creatures were unable to bring. Is it obligatory on you to believe in
whoever claims Prophethood and performs something which all other creatures are unable
to perform?”

The High Rabbi said, “No, since there is no one like Musa™ considering his position near his
Lord?* and his closeness to Him2%, It is not incumbent upon us to profess the Prophethood
of whoever claims it, unless he brings us miracles similar to those brought by Musa™=s.”

The Imam™@%“s said, “Then how come you admit the Prophethood of the other Prophets? who
preceded Musa™® who did not split the sea; nor did they cleave the stone so that twelve
springs would gush forth from them; nor did they take their hands out shining white as Musa™=*
did; nor did they turn the cane into a running serpent.”

The Jew replied, “I told you that if they performed miracles as evidence for their Prophethood
which all other creatures were unable to perform, and if they brought something the like of
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which Musa™® had brought or they followed what Musa™@® had brought, then it is incumbent
upon us to believe in them.”

Al-Reza™®"* told him, “O High Rabbi! What has prevented you from professing (the
Prophethood of) Isa™ - the son of (the Blessed Lady) Mary?? Isa® brought the dead to life,
healed the blind and the leprous, made birds formed of clay and breathed at them giving
them life with Allah-?"/’s permission.”

The High Rabbi said, “It is said that he did that, but we did not see it.”

Al-Reza@®"s said, “Have you seen the miracles performed by Musa?? Have you not received
this news by way of Musa’s closest trustworthy companions who said he®"* did them?” The
High Rabbi said, “Yes. That is so.”

The Imam™@"“s said, “Well. The news about the miracles of Isa™® - the son of (the Blessed Lady)
Mary 2 have reached you in a similar fashion. Why then did you acknowledge Musa™ and
believe in him™s, but you did not believe in Isa®?” The High Rabbi did not answer. Al-Reza@"*
said, “The same is true about Muhammad™=2"¥ and hisS®"% miracles. The same is true about
any other Prophet appointed by Allah#?¥, One of the miracles of Muhammad="" was that
he was a poor and was a shepherd. He had not been (formally) taught anything. He#%% did
not go to any teachers. However, the Quran which he®%* brought contains the stories of the
Prophets™@ and the associated news, letter by letter. It has narrated the news of the past and
the things to come in the future all the way up until the Resurrection Day. The Quran provided
information about what they did in hiding or in their homes. He*®"¥ brought innumerable
miracles.” The High Rabbi said, “Neither the account about Isa nor that about Muhammad-
sawW are considered correct by us. It is not permissible to admit their Prophethood through
what is not correct.”

Al-Reza®"*said, “Has the witness who testified for Isa® and Muhammad=®"¥ then given false
testimony?” The High Rabbi did not answer him.

Then the Imam™@*s called the Zoroastrian High Priest. Al-Reza@®"* told him, “Let me know
about Zoroaster who considered himself to be a Prophet. What is your proof of his
Prophethood?” The Zoroastrian High Priest said, “He had miracles which no one ever had
before him. Of course, | have not seen him, but the stories of our ancestors tell us that he
made legitimate for us things which others had not made legitimate. Therefore, we follow
him.”

The Imam™"s asked, “You believed in the stories which came to you about him, so you
followed him, didn't you?” He replied, “Yes.” The Imam™“*said, “This is the case with all other
nations. Stories came to them about what the Prophets had accomplished, and what Musa™,
Isa®s, and Muhammad=*"¥ had all brought to them. So why didn’t you believe in any of these
Prophets, having believed in Zoroaster through the stories that came to you about him saying
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that he brought forth what others did not?” The Zoroastrian High Priest froze in place (An
extract).’

2" Debate of Imam Al-Reza®"s:
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(An extract) Then Al-Reza®"¥s turned to the Catholic. He™®"* said: ‘Does the Evangel point upon
the Prophet-hood of Muhammad="¥?’ He said, ‘If the Evangel had pointed upon that, we
would not reject it’.
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He®"Ys said: ‘Inform me™"s about the ‘Saktat’ in the third book’. The Catholic said, ‘A Name
from the Names of Allah¥ the Exalted. It is not allowed for us to reveal it’. Al-Reza®" said:
‘If IS were to make you accept that it is a name of Muhammad=®"" and his**"¥ mention,
and Isa® had acknowledged with it, and he®¥% was a person from the children of Israel with
Muhammad=®"%, will you acknowledge with it and not deny it?’
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The Catholic said, ‘If you™$"s were to do so, | would accept, for | will not repel the Evangel nor
will | reject’.
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Al-Reza®"s said: ‘Take upon the third book in which is the mention of Muhammad and glad
tidings of Isa® with Muhammad=®"%’, The Catholic said, ‘Give!’ Al-Reza®"* turn reciting that
book from the Evangel until he®%* reached the mention of MuhammadS®¥W, He"®"* said: ‘O
Catholic! Who is this described one?’ The Catholic said, ‘Describe him!’
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He 2% said: ‘% will not describe him except with what Allah??"i has Described him. He is
owner of the camel, and the staff, and the cloak, the Prophet?, the Ummy who they are
finding written with them in the Torah and the Evangel. He™®"¥ instructs them with the good
and prohibits them from the evil, and he™®% would permit the good things for them and
prohibit the wicked things upon them, and place down from them, their burdens and the
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shackles which would be upon them, guiding to the moderate path, and the manifesto of
justice, and the straight Path.
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I ask you, O Catholic, by the right of Isa™ Spirit of Allah#" and His®" Word! Are you finding
this description in the Evangel for this Prophet*®*"?’ The Catholic lowered his head for a while
and knew that if he were to reject the Evangel, he would be blaspheming. He said, ‘Yes, this
is the description from the Evangel, and Isa® has mentioned this Prophet™®¥" in the Evangel,
and it is not proven correct with the Christians that he®"" is your MastersawW’,
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Al-Reza®"s said: ‘As for when you are not disbelieving by rejecting the Evangel and are
accepting with what is in it from the description of Muhammad="¥, then take upon meaW%s
in the third book, for I®%s shall find his*®Y¥ mention for you, and mention of hissaWww
description, and mention of his®®"W daughter®%s (Syeda) Fatima®"“s, and mention of Al-
Hassan™®"s and Al-Husayn2s"*',
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When the Catholic and Ra’s Al-Jalout heard that, they knew that Al-Reza®*"* was learned with
the Torah and the Evangel. They said, ‘By Allah?¥! You*s have come up with what it is not
possible for us to refute it, nor defend it except by rejecting the Torah and the Evangel and
the Psalms, and Musa™ and Isa® had both given glad tidings of him=@%%, but it has not been
decided with us with the correctness that he is this Muhammad=2¥", As for his name, it is
‘Muhammad’. It is not allowed for us that we acknowledge to you all with his®“% Prophet-
hood, and we are doubting that he is your Muhammad=®"% or someone else’.
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Al-Reza®"s said: ‘You are arguing with the doubt. Has Allah?" Sent, before or after, anyone
from the sons of Adam™®, up to this day of ours, any Prophet® whose name is ‘Muhammad’?
Or are you finding in anything from the books which Allah#" had Revealed upon entirety of
the Prophets™®, apart from MuhammadsawW’,
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They held back from answering him™s¥s and said, ‘It is not allowed for us to acknowledge to
you%s that ‘Muhammad’, he is your®%“s Muhammad=*®¥, because if we were to
acknowledge to you@"s with Muhammad=®¥, and his*®" successor®"s, and hissa"W
daughter®%s, and their?%s two sons®"s, based upon what you?"s mentioned, you % would
be entering us all into Al-Islam, unwillingly’.
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Al-Reza®"s said: ‘You, O Catholic, are safe in the Protection of Allah?*" and protection of His’
azwi Rasool@WW that nothing from us would be manifested to you that you will be disliking it,
from what you are fearing and being cautious of’.
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He said, ‘As for when you™"s have secured me, that this is the Prophet*®"¥ whose name is
‘Muhammad’, and this is the successor?*“s whose name is ‘Ali’, and this is the daughter which,
her?“s name is ‘Fatima’, and these two are the grandsons®"s, those whose names are ‘Al-
Hassan’ and ‘Al-Husayn’, in the Torah and the Evangel and the Psalms’.
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Al-Reza®"s said: ‘So this which you are mentioning in the Torah, and the Evangel and the
Psalms, from the name of this Prophet™®¥%, and this successor?"s and this daughter?®W%s and
these two grandsons@"s, is it true and fair or lies and false?’ He said, ‘But it is true and fair.
He W did not Say except the truth’.
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When Al-Reza®"* had taken the acknowledgment of the Catholic with that, he®"* said to Ra’s
Al-Jalout: ‘Now, O Ra’s Al-Jalout! The third book from the Psalms of Dawood®%. He said, ‘Give!

May Allah-?"i Bless upon you®*s and upon the ones from your2¥s children’.
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Al-Reza®"s recited the first book from the Psalms until he®"s ended to the mention of
Muhammad=a%, and Ali®*"s, and (Syeda) Fatima®"“s, and Al-Hassan®"* and Al-Husayn?s"',
He 2% said: ‘1% ask you, O Ra’s Al-Jalout, by the Right of Allah-#%! |s this in the Psalms of
Dawood™®? And for you is from the safety and the protection and the pact, what 1®" have
given the Catholic’.
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Ra’s Al-Jalout said, ‘Yes, this exactly is in the Psalms, with their?¥s names’. Al-Reza®*" said:
‘By the right of the ten Verses which Allah?% Revealed unto Musa* Bin Imran in the Torah!
Do you find the description of Muhammad=2%", and Ali®**, and (Syeda) Fatima®"s, and Al-
Hassan@%s and Al-Husayn@*s in the Torah, attributed to the justice, and the merit?’ He said,
‘Yes, and the one who rejects this is a disbeliever with his Lord?* and His?#" Prophets®s!’
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Al-Reza@"s said to him: ‘So take now in such and such book from the Torah’. Al-Reza®*"* went
on to recite the Torah, and Ra’s Al-Jalout was astounded from his@*"* recitation, and his@Ws
explanation, and his®Ys eloquence, and his®"“s tongue (articulation), until when he?Ws
reached the mention of Muhammad=®¥%, Ra’s Al-Jalout said, ‘Yes, this is ‘“Ahmaad’, and ‘Elia’,
and daughter of ‘Ahmaad’, and ‘Shabbar’ and ‘Shabbir’, and its interpretation in Arabic is
‘Muhammad=*"W’, and ‘Ali®"*, and ‘Fatima®**, and ‘Al-Hassan®**" and ‘Al-Husayn=s"’,
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Al-Reza@"s recited to its completion. Ra’s Al-Jalout said when he®%s was free from his@Ws
recitation, ‘By Allah®?", O son"s of Muhammad=®*"! Had it not been for the governance
which has been achieved for me upon entirety of the Jews, | would have believed in
Muhammad=®"" and would have followed your?"s orders. By Allah®%¥ Who Revealed the
Torah unto Musa™*, and the Psalms unto Dawood! | have not seen anyone more well-read of
the Torah and the Evangel and the Psalms than you®"“s, nor have | seen anyone of more
excellent interpretation and eloquence of this book than you-s*sI’
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Al-Reza®"s did not cease to be with them regarding that until the time of midday. When the
time of midday presented, he™®"s said: ‘% shall pray and go to Al-Medina for the promise

which I#%s have promised the governor of Al-Medina to write the answers of his letter, and
I%s shall be returning to you in the morning (next day), if Allah?% so Desires’.
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Abdullah Bin Suleyman proclaimed Azaan and Igaamah, and Al-Reza®%“* went ahead and

prayed (leading) with the people, and he?®"s lightened the recitation and performed the
complete Sunnah and left.
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When it was the next morning, he®"s returned to that seat of his®"s, They came to him=2s"s
with a Roman girl. He™®"* spoke to her in Roman, and the catholic was listening, and he
understood the Roman (language). Al-Reza®"* said to the Roman girl: “Which of the two is
more beloved to you, Muhammad=®"¥ or Isa?’
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She said, ‘It was during what has passed, Isa was more beloved to me when | had not known
Muhammad="", As for after having known Muhammad=*"¥, then now Muhammad="" is
more beloved to me than Isa®s, and more than every Prophet?*.
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The Catholic said to her, ‘Since you have entered into the religion of Muhammad=®"%, then
you hate Isa?”. She said, ‘Allah®® Forbid! But | love Isa®% and believe in him?s, but
Muhammad="¥ ijs more beloved to me’.
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Al-Reza®"s said to the Catholic, ‘Interpret (Translate) for the gathering what the girl spoke to
you with and what you said to her, and what she answered you with’. The Catholic interpreted
(translated) that, all of it, then the Catholic said, ‘O son#%s of Muhammad=®"¥! Over here is
a Sindhi man, and he is a Christian, master of argumentation and the theology in Sindhi
(language)’.
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He 3% said to him, ‘Present him’. He presented him, and he@"* spoke to him in Sindhi. Then
he@%s went on to argue and transfer him from a thing to a thing in Sindhi, regarding the
Christianity. We heard the Sindhi saying, ‘Sabty! Sabty Sabtalah’. Al-Reza®"* said: ‘He has
professed the Oneness of Allah??¥ in Sindhi (language)’.
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Then he#%s spoke to him regarding Isa? and Maryam™. He®"* did not cease to insert him
from a situation to a situation until he said in Sindhi, ‘I testify that there is no Allah"#" except
Allah-#% and that Muhammad**"" is Rasool2"¥ of Allah-#**1I’ Then he raised a belt which was
upon him, and a waistband appeared from under it in his waist. He said, ‘You@"s cut it with
your?¥s hand, O son%s of Rasool-Allah-32Wi-saww|’
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Al-Reza®"s called for the knife and cut it, then he®"* said to Muhammad Bin Al-Fazl Al-
Hashimy: ‘Take the Sindhi to the bathhouse and purify him and clothe him and his dependants
and carry them all to Al-Medina’.
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When he@%s was free from addressing the people, he®"* said: ‘Has it held correct with you
all what Muhammad Bin Al-Fazl had cast to you all about me¥s?’ They said, ‘Yes, by Allah
azwil |t is clear to us from you™@%s, above that, manifold, and Muhammad Bin Al-Fazl had
mentioned to us that you?"s would be taken to Khurasan’.
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He?®Ys said: ‘Muhammad spoke the truth, except that 1" would be taken honourably,
reverently, exaltedly’.

G G 13) £ 405 5 s 3 301 G ool 5 Rl ¢35 sl W AL Bl Gale S 5 aatyy eld 4 583 el 25 222 6
GBS &5l b Gl e Jie A bl

Muhammad Bin Fazl said, ‘The gathering testified to him?"s with the Imamate and he@W%s
spent the night in our presence, that night. When it was morning, he®%s bade farewell to the
group and he®"s bequeathed to me with what he®%* wanted, and went, and | followed him"
asws yntil when we came to be in the middle of the town, he®%s turned from the road. He@sWs
prayed four Cycles Salat.
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Then he™®%s said: ‘O Muhammad! Leave in the Protection of Allah®%, Close your eyes!’ |
closed them. Then he™®"* said: ‘Open your eyes!’ | opened them, and there | was at the door
of my house at Al-Basra, and | could not see Al-Reza@sW?,
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He said, ‘And | carried the Sindhi and his dependants to Al-Medina during the time of the
season (of Hajj)’.
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Muhammad Bin Al-Fazl said, ‘It was among what Al-Reza®*"s had bequeathed me with during
the time of his®"s |eaving from Al-Basra is that he™®"* had said to me: ‘Go to Al-Kufa and
gather the Shias over these and let them know that 1" shall be arriving to them’. And he"
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asws instructed me that | should descend in the house of Hafs Bin Umeyr Al-Yashkary. So, |
went to Al-Kufa and let the Shias know, ‘Al-Reza®%* would be arriving to you all’.
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One day | was in the presence of Nasr Bin Muzahim, when Salaam, a servant of Al-Reza?"s
passed by. So, | knew that Al-Reza"* had arrived. | rushed to the house of Hafs Bin Umeyr,
and there he®"s was in the house. | greeted unto him®"“s, then he®"s said to me: ‘Gather
good food for the benefit of the Shias’. | said, ‘| have already gathered and am free from what
would be needed to’.
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He " said: ‘The Praise is for Allah®" upon having Inclined you!” So we gathered the Shias.
When they had eaten, he®"s said: ‘O Muhammad! Look at the ones at Al-Kufa, from the
speakers and the scholars. Present them’. | presented them.
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Al-Reza@"s said to them: ‘1I"*"s want to make a share to be for you all from myself2s*s, like
what % had made for the people of Al-Basra, and that Allah?*¥/ has Taught me“s every
Book He* has Revealed’.
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Then he™®%s turned to a Catholic, and he was well-known with the arguments and the
knowledge, and the Evangel. He®*"* said: ‘O Catholic! Do you know any Parchment being for
Isa® wherein are five names, he® used to hang in his® neck? When he™® was in the west,
and he® wanted the east, he®"s would open it and vow upon Allah#¥ with one name from
the five names, so the earth would fold for him=*, so he®"* would go from the west to the
east, and from the east to the west in a moment?’
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The Catholic said, ‘There is no knowledge for me with it, and as for the five names, these used

to be with him™?s. He® would ask Allah??¥ with these, or with one of these, and Allah#?%i
would Grant him™ entirety of what he asked Him3" of’.
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He%s said: ‘Allah® js the Greatest! Then, you are not denying the names. As for the

Parchment, it would not harm you acknowledging with these If you were to deny them
Witness upon his words!’
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Then he®Ys said: ‘O community of people! Isn’t he the fairest of the people, on who argues
against his contender with his religion, and with his Book, and with his Prophet™?s, and his
Law?’ They said, ‘Yes'.
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Al-Reza@"s said: ‘Then know that he isn’t an Imam™@s"s after Muhammad*"¥, except one who
stands with what Muhammad=®*" had stood with, when he*®"% gave the command to him"
asws ‘and he is not correct for the Imamate except the one who argues the communities with
the proofs of the Imamate!’
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Ra’s Al-Jalout said, ‘And what is this evidence upon the Imam2asws?’
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He said, ‘That he®%s would be learned with the Torah, and the Evangel, and the Psalms, and
the Wise Quran, so he®"“s would argue the people of the Torah with their Torah, and the
people of the Evangel with their Evangel, and the people of the Quran with their Quran, and
that he®%* would be a knower of entirety of the languages until not a single tongue is hidden
unto him®%s, so he would argue every people in their own language.
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Then, along with that, he®"Y* would be with the qualities of piety, purify from every filth, clean
from every fault, just, fair, wise, kind, merciful, forgiving, sympathetic, truthful,
compassionate, righteousness, trustworthy, safe, pious, Allah?¥i-fearing’.
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Nasr Bin Muzahim stood up to him. He said, ‘O son?%s of Rasool-Allah??%-WW| What are you"
asws saying regarding Ja’far?®“s Bin Muhammad2s"s?’
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He?3%s said: ‘What can 1% say about an Imam™@%“* for whom the entire community of
Muhammad=®% had testified that he?¥* was the most learned of his@"“* era?’
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He said, ‘So what are you™"s saying regarding Musa=*"s Bin Ja'faraws?’ He®"s said: ‘HesWs
was similar to him?"*’, He said, ‘The people are confused regarding his®"* matter’.
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He @Y said: ‘Musa®%* Bin Ja’far?¥s aged for a while from the times. He®"s speaking to the
Nabateans in their language, and he™®"s spoke to the people of Khurasan in Dorriyeh, and the
people of Rome in Roman, and he®"“s spoke to the non-Arabs in their languages, and the
scholars of the Jews and the Christians came to him™@%s from the outskirts, and he®%* argued
them with their Books and their languages.
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When his@%s period came to an end and it was the time of his@"* expiry, a slave came to me-
asws with his@%s message saying: ‘O my 2% son"@%*| The term has run out and the period has
expired, and you"s are the successor?®%s of your?s“s father®"s, When Rasool-Allah-22wi-saww
was at the time of his™®Y expiry, called Ali®"s and bequeathed to him?"“s and handed the
Book to him™"s in which were the names which Allah* had Specialised the Prophets® and
the successors™? with.
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Then he™V¥ said: ‘O Ali®"s] Come near meV!" Rasool-Allah#V/saWW coyered the head of
Ali@%s with a sheet, then said to him™@%s: ‘Bring out your?%s tongue!’ He"*"* brought out his
asws tongue. He™®"W sealed it with his™@"% seal (ring), then said: ‘O Ali®*"s| Make my*?"" tongue
to be in your®"Ys mouth and suck it and deliver from me*@¥¥ all what you™®*s find, to be in
your@Ws mouth!” Alis"s did that.
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HeaW said: ‘Allah"®¥ has Caused you?"s to understand what He#" has Caused me™=®* to
understand and Made you"* so have insight what insight He®*" had Caused me™ " to have
and has Given you™®" from the knowledge what He**"i had Given me*®", except for the
Prophet-hood, for there will be no Prophet?* after mesawW’,
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The like that is an Imam™"Ys after an Imam™?*¥s, When Musa % passed away, IS knew every
language and every Book”.®

6 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 49, The book of History — Ali Al-Reza®"“s, Ch4 H 1
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