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Abbreviations: 

azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla 

saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam 

asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam 
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 تَسْلِيماً.ِوَسَلَمَِِ,الطاَهِريِنِسَيِ دِنََِمَُُمَدٍِوَِآلهِِِِعَلىِاللَُِِّوَِصَلَىِ,الْعالَمِينِرَبِِِالْْمَْدُِللَِِِّالرَحِيمِِِالرَحْْنِِِاللَِِِّبِسْمِِ

In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the 
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and 
greetings with abundant greetings. 

لِْفَ رَجَهُمِْوَالْعَنِْأَعْدَائَ هُمِْاَجَْْعِيْنِ  الَلَهُمَِصَلِ ِعَلىِمَُُمَدٍِوَآلِِمَُُمَدٍِوَعَجِ 

‘Priding over others’ 
Priding over others is Abhorred even if its regarding a ‘Naymah’ (a Blessing or Kindness) of 
Allah-azwj or an act of kindness of Ahl Al-Bayt-asws towards a believer. Two Ahadith are cited 
below: 

ِقاَلَ:عيونِأخبارِالرضاِعليهِالسلامِابْنُِالْوَليِدِِ ارٍِفَ ركَِبْتُهُِوَِأتََ يْتُهُِوَِأقََمْتُِعِنْدَهُِبِِللَيْلِِإِلََِبَ عَثَِالر ضَِاِعِإِلَََِبِِِمَِِعَنِِالصَفَارِِعَنِْأَبِِعِيسَىِعَنِِالْبَزَنْطِيِ 
 قْدِرَِعَلَىِالرُّجُوعِِإِلََِالْمَدِينَةِِقُ لْتُِأَجَلِْجُعِلْتُِفِدَاكَِأنَِْمَضَىِمِنْهُِمَاِشَاءَِالَلُِّفَ لَمَاِأرَاَدَِأنَِْيَ نْهَضَِقاَلَِلََِأرَاَكَِأَنِْت َِ

(The book) ‘Uyoon Akhbar Al-Reza-asws’ – Ibn Al-Waleed, from Al-Saffar, from Abu Isa, from Al Bazanty who said,  

‘Al-Reza-asws sent a donkey to me, so I rode it and went to (see) him-asws, and I stayed with him-

asws at night there passed from it what Allah-azwj so Desired. When I wanted to get up, he-asws 
said: ‘I do not see you being able upon returning to Al-Medina’. I said, ‘Yes, may I be sacrificed 
for you-asws!’ 

َِالَِِِشِِدَنََِاللَيْلَةَِوَِاغْدُِعَلَىِبَ ركََةِِالَلِِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِقُ لْتُِأفَْ عَلُِجُعِلْتُِفِدَاكَِفَ قَالَِيََِجَاريِةَُِافْ رُِقاَلَِفبَِتِْعِنِْ فَِِ ََ ْْرَحِيِعَلَيْهِِمِلْ أنَََمُِفِيهَاِوَِ يِلَهُِفِراَشِيِوَِا
 ضَعِيِتََْتَِرأَْسِهِِمَََادِ ي

He-asws said: ‘Spent the night with us and go tomorrow morning upon the Blessings of Allah-

azwj Mighty and Majestic’. I said, ‘I shall do so, may I be sacrificed for you-asws!’ He-asws said: ‘O 
maid! Furnish my-asws bed for him-asws and drop my-asws quilt upon it which I-asws tend to sleep 
in it and place my-asws pillow under his head!’ 

ِهَذِهِِلقََدِْجَعَلَِالَلُِّلَِمِنَِالْمَنْزلَِةِِعِنْدَهُِ ِِ اوَِأعَْطاَنِِمِِِقاَلَِقُ لْتُِفِِنَ فْسِيِمَنِْأَصَابَِمَاِأَصَبْتُِفِِليَْلَ ََ ِْيُ عْطِهِِأَحَداًِمِنِْأَصْ رِِمَاََِ ْْ بنَِاِبَ عَثَِإِلَََِنَِالْفَ
فَتِهِِوَِوُضِعَتِْلَِمَََادُّهُِمَاِأَصَابَِمِثْلَِهَذَِ ََ ِفِِمِلْ ابنَِااِأَحَدٌِمِنِْأَِبِِِمَارهِِِفَ ركَِبْتُهُِوَِفَ رَشَِلَِفِراَشَهُِوَِبِتُّ ََ  صْ

He (the narrator) said, ‘I said within myself, ‘Who can achieve what I have achieved during 
this night of mine? Allah-azwj has Made a status to be for me in his-asws presence and Given me 
from the pride what He-azwj has not Given anyone from our companions. He-asws sent his-asws 
donkey to me, so I rode it, and he-asws furnished his-asws bed, and I am spending the night in 
his-asws quilt, and he-asws has placed his-asws pillow for me. No one from our companions has 
achieved the likes of this!’ 
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ثُِفِِنَ فْسِيِفَ قَالَِعِيََِأَحَْْدُِإِنَِأمَِيَرِ َِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِأتََىِزَيْدَِبْنَِصُوحَانَِفِِمَرَضِهِِيَ عُودُِقاَلَِوَِهُوَِقاَعِدٌِمَعِيِوَِأنَََِأُحَدِ  ََ ِفَلَاِتَذْهَ ََ ِبِذَلِ ِِ رَِعَلَىِالنَا َْ فاَفْ تَ هُِ
رِِوَِتَذَلَلِْللَِِِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِوَِاعْتَمَدَِعَلَىِيَدِهِِفَ قَامَِع ْْ ِإِلََِالْفَ ََ ِ.نَ فْسُ

He (the narrator) said, ‘And he-asws was seated with me, and I was discussing within myself. 
He-asws said: ‘O Ahmad! Amir Al-Momineen-asws came to Zayd Bin Sowhan during his illness to 
console him, and he prided upon the people with that. So do not take yourself to the pride, 
and humble to Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic and rely upon His-azwj Hand’. He-asws stood up’’.1 

ِقاَلَ: ِفِِالر ضَِاِعِفَكَتَبْتُِأَسْألَُِِيج،ِالخرائجِوِالجرائحِرُوِيَِعَنِِالْبَزَنْطِيِ  َُّ كُِنْتُِمِنَِالْوَاقِفَةِِعَلَىِمُوسَىِبْنِِجَعْفَرٍِوَِأَشُ لَِوَِنَسِيتُِمَاِِهُِعَنِْمَسَائِِإِنِ ِ
كَِانَِأهََمَِالْمَسَائِِ يعِهَاِثَُُِقاَلَِوَِقَدِْنَسِيتَِمَا  فاَسْتَبْصَرْتُِ لِِعِنْدَكَِكَانَِأهََمَِالْمَسَائِلِِإِلَََِفَجَاءَِالْجوََابُِمِنِْجَِْ

(The book) ‘Al Kharaij Wa Al Jaraih’ – It is reported from Al Bazanty who said,  

‘I was from the Waqifites, stopping upon Musa-asws Bin Ja’far-asws, and I doubted regarding Al-
Reza-asws. I wrote asking him-asws about issues, and I forgot what questions had been important 
to me. The answer came regarding its entirety. Then he-asws said: ‘And you had forgotten what 
questions were important in your view, so I-asws have explained’. 

خُوِثَُُِقُ لْتُِلَهُِيََِابْنَِرَسُولِِالَلُِّأَشْتَهِيِأنَِْتَدْعُوَنِِإِلََِدَاركَِِفِِأوَْقاَتٍِتَ عْلَمُِأنَهَُِلََِمَفْسَِ ََِلنََاِمِنَِالدُّ  مِنِْأيَْدِيِالَْْعْدَاءِِِلِِعَلَيْكُمِْدَ

Then I said to him-asws, ‘O son-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww! I am desirous if you-asws could invite me 
to your-asws house during timings which you-asws know an enemy from the enemies would not 
spoil for us from entering to see you-asws’.  

رَجْتُِوَِصَلَيْتُِمَعَهُِالْعِشَاءَيْنِِوَِقَ عَدَِيُُلِِْ َْ  ابتِْدَاءًِوَِأَسْألَهُُِفَ يُجِيبُنِِِإِلََِأنَِْمَضَىكَِثِيٌرِمِنَِاللَيْلِِِيِعَلَيَِالْعُلُومَِقاَلَِثَُُِإِنهَُِبَ عَثَِإِلَََِمَركُْوبًِِفِِآخِرِِيَ وْمٍِفَ

He (the narrator) said, ‘Then he-asws sent a transport animal to me during the last day. I went 
out and prayed the two evening Salats with him-asws and he-asws sat dictating to me the 
knowledge, initiating from him-asws, and I was asking him-asws and he-asws kept answering me 
until most of the night had passed by.  

ِفِيهَا ِأنَََمُِفِيهَاِليَِنَامَِأَحَْْدُِالْبَزَنْطِيُّ ِِ  ثَُُِقاَلَِللِْغُلَامِِهَاتِِالثِ يَابَِالَ

Then he-asws said to the slave: ‘Give the clothes which I-asws tend to sleep in, for Ahmad Al-
Bazanty to sleep in’.  

مَامُِمَركُْوبهَُِإِلَََِوَِجَاءَِوَِقَِ ِبَ عَثَِالِْْ نْ يَاِمَنِْهُوَِأَحْسَنُِحَالًَِمِنِِ  طَرِببَِالَِليَْسَِفِِالدُّ َْ أَِِالَِفَ ذََاِالِْْكْراَمِِقَ عَدَِإِلَََِثَُُِ  مَرَِلَِِِ

He (the narrator) said, ‘It occurred in my mind that there isn’t anyone in the world who is of 
better state than me. The Imam-asws has sent his-asws riding animal to me-asws, and he-asws came 
and sat to me, then he-asws ordered with these honours for me’.  

                                                      
1 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 49, The book of History – Ali Al Reza-asws, Ch 3 H 18 
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كَِانَِقَدِِاتَكَأَِعَلَىِيَدَيْهِِليَِنْهَضَِفَجَلَسَِوَِقاَلَِيََِ ِفإَِنَِصَعْصَعَةَِبْنَِصُوحَانَِمَرِضَِوَ ََ ِبِذَلِ ََ ابِ ََ رِْعَلَىِأَصْ َْ ِفَ عَادَهُِأمَِيُرِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِوَِأَكْرَمَهُِأَحَْْدُِلََِتَ فْ
رِْ َْ فَ لَمَاِأرَاَدَِالنُّهُوضَِقاَلَِيََِصَعْصَعَةُِلََِتَ فْ فُهُِ ِْ ِبِاَِف َِوَِوَضَعَِيَدَهُِعَلَىِجَبْهَتِهِِوَِجَعَلَِيلَُا ََ كَِانَِتَكْلِيفاًِعَلَىِإِخْوَانِ ِلِْنَهَُ ََ ََلِ يعَِ ِإََِّاَِفَ عَلْتُِجَِْ عَلْتُِفإَِنِ ِ

ِ.لَِ

And he-asws leant upon his-asws hand to get up. He-asws sat up and said: ‘O Ahmad! Do not pride 
over your companions with that, for Sa’sa Bin Sowhan (a devotee of Amir Al-Momineen-asws) 
was sick, and Amir Al-Momineen-asws had consoled him and honoured him, and placed his-asws 
hand upon his forehead, and went on to care for him. When he-asws wanted to get up, he-asws 
said: ‘O Sa’sa! Do not pride over your brother with what I-asws have done, for rather I-asws have 
done entirety of that because it was a moral obligation for me-asws’’.2 

                                                      
2 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 49, The book of History – Ali Al Reza-asws, Ch 3 H 48 


