‘Professions and Business for Females www.hubeali.com

*Supplication for profiting in the trade* (Allah-azwj Says: O Muhammad-saww, and the one
from your community who wants to profit in his trading, let him say when he begins with it:
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‘O Nourisher of the expense monies of the pious people and its Multiplier, and O Usher of
the abundant sustenance(s) to the created beings, and O our Preferer with the
sustenance(s), some of us over others! Usher me and Direct me in this trading of mine to a
direction of secure riches, grateful, | can take it with excellent thanking so benefit me by it
and (others can) benefit with it from me! O Profiter of trades of the worlds, being in His-
azwj obedience!
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Send Salawaat upon Muhammad-saww and Progeny-asws of Muhammad-saww, and Usher
to me in this trading of mine sustenance You-azwj Grace me in excellent Dealing in what
You-azwj Try me with, and Prevent me in it from the aggression and the despondency!
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O Best Spreader of His-azwj sustenance! Do not let me be gloated with by enemies of mine,
by Rejecting my supplication to me with the losses, and Assist me with my seeking from
You-azwj and with my supplicating to You-azwj, O most Merciful of the merciful ones!’

fals o O 4332 TR 5 0 G Y1 il (e 3150 (a5 3 1 AT ) 5 485188 adaf Gl 0 1y 43

oyl 5

When he says that, I-azwj shall Cause his trading to be profitable and Nourish it for him! (An
extract, Bihar Al-Anwaar, Vol. 92)
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In the Name of Allah®*% the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah??% Lord?* of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=®*% and his®¥¥ Purified Progeny?"s, and greetmgs with abundant greetings.
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‘Professions and Business for Females’

Ladies, out of necessity and/or social and religious requirements, used to work during the pre-
Islamic era — Rasool Allah®"Y did not stop them from working and earning wages but instead
encouraged them to carry on working in respectable fields - which were, in those days
somewhat few and restricted at as compared with the work opportunities they have today.
During the time of Prophet™®"%, some of the professions, ladies used to work were: teaching
Quran to young girls, offering assistance to mothers and babies as well as maternity services,
selling merchandise/fragrance to ladies, spinning thread, tailoring cloths. Few example
Ahadith are presented below:
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It has been reported by Abd Allah, who from Mohammed, who from Musa, who from his father, who from his
father Jafar ibon Mohammed who from their forefathers the following:

The messenger of Allah*®"" said: The best occupation of the believer woman is the spinning
(to make thread from cotton/wool).}
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It has been reported by Mohammed ibn Ali ibn al-Hussain, who from his father, who from Mohammed ibn
Yahiya, who from Mohammed ibn Ahmed who from Ahmed ibn Abi Abd Allah, who from a man, who from
Asbat who from Yagoob who has narrated it from Ali®%s ibn Abi Talib2s"s:

The messenger of Allah®¥ said in a speech the excellent hobby of the pious women is
spindle (weaving and stitching).?
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Al-Husayn from Muhammad has narrated from Mu'alla' ibn Muhammad and Muhammad ibn Yahya from Ahmad
ibn Muhammad all from al-Washsha from Ahmad ibn 'A'idh from Abu Khadijah who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah™®"s has said: ‘He or any of his dependents should not eat from the meat of
'Agigah. One-third of the meat is for Al-Qabilah (the special nurse helping in labour). If the
special nurse is the mother of the father of the new-born or a family member, then there isn’t

anything for such nurse (as Agigah meat is not for the family members). It should be made in
parts, cooked and distributed. It should be given only to those who are of the people of
Walayah (people who believe in the Divine authority of 'A 'immah?"“s,' The Imam™"* said,
'Everyone can eat from the meat of 'Agiqah except the mother (as well as him and his
dependents).”3
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Abu Abd Allah, from his father from Khalaf from Hammad
from Al-Hussein ibn Zayd al-Hashimiy who has said:

Abu Abdullah@%s said: ‘Zaynab Al-Attar Al-Hawla came over to the wives of the Prophet=a¥¥,
So, the Prophet ¥ came over and she was with them. So the Prophet®"¥ said: ‘Whenever
you come over to us, you aromatise our rooms’. So, she said, ‘You™®¥% room is more aromatic
by your?@%s aroma, O Rasool-Allah®"¥!| So Rasool-Allah=®"" said to her: “‘Whenever you sell,
so make it good (pure) and do not mix it up, for it is more fearful of Allah?** and more
remaining for the wealth’.*

Income from Eulogizing Someone to Make People Mourn:
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3 Al-Kafi,vol. 6, H. 10363, Ch. 20, h. 2
4 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 54 H 5
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn 'Isma'il all from Hanan ibn Sadir who has said the following:

‘In our neighbourhood there was a woman who had a slave-girl who sung eulogies. She came
to my father and said: ‘O Uncle, you know about my means of living from Allah"#" and then
it is from this slave-girl's singing eulogies. | would request you to ask from Abu 'Abd Allah-s"s
for me about it if it is lawful; otherwise, | will sell her and use the funds from selling her until
Allah-#" opens up a door for me’. My father said to her: ‘l consider Abu 'Abd Allah% greatly
exalted and cannot ask such things from him@% The narrator?®"“s has said that when we
visited him?@%s, | informed the Imam™@"s about it and Abu 'Abd Allah?¥s asked: ‘Does she set
a condition?' | replied: ‘By Allah®®", | do not know if she does so or not." The Imam™** said:
‘Tell her not to set up a condition for payment but accept whatever is given to her’.”

The Legal Status of Income from Hairdressing:
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Ahmad ibn Muhammad has narrated from Ahmad ibn 'Ashaym from Ibn Abu '‘Umayr from a man who has said
the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah™@s%s has said: ‘Once a hair-dresser came to the Messenger of Allah=®"% and he
asked her: ‘Have you stopped the work you were doing or not?' She replied: ‘O Messenger of
Allah™aW | still do it unless you prohibit. If so, | will stop’. He®"¥ said: ‘You can still do it but
when doing a hair dressing do not clean the face with Al-Khiraq (tatter); it takes away the
beauty of the face, and do not connect someone else's hair to another person's hair’.®
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Muhammad ibn Al-Hussein from 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Abu Hashim from
Salim ibn Mukram from Sad al-Iskaf who has said the following:

® Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8502, Ch. 34, h, 3
& Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8505, Ch. 35, h, 2
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‘Abu Ja'fara¥%s was asked about women's decorating their hair with silk fibres or hairs and so
on. The Imam™@%s replied: ‘There is no offense in women's beautifying themselves for their
husbands’. | (the narrator) said: “‘We are told that the Messenger of Allah*®"W had condemned
hair connecting and the women who have used such means to beautify themselves. The
Imam™@"s said: ‘It does not apply in this case. The Messenger of Allah**"% had condemned
only the connectors who commit fornication when they are young and when old lead men
and women to commit fornication. This is called connecting and connected’.’

Income of a physician
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‘I heard Musa@"* Bin Ja’far®“s and he®%* was saying: ‘Pay the healing doctors for what
diseases they repel from you, for it is at the status, that a little of it can lead to a lot’.2

Female Singing in a Ladies only gatherings:
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from al-Hussein ibn Saeid from Ali ibn Abu
Hamzah from Abu Basir who has said the following:

‘I once asked Abu Ja'far®“s about the legal status of the income from female music playing
singers. The Imam™¥ said: ‘Such singing and playing music of females where men are also
present is unlawful. There is no offense in inviting female singers on the occasion of a wedding
program (where there are only women). It is in the words of Allah??"i, ‘Among people are
those who purchase useless talk to make people lose the path of Allah (31:6).°

7 Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8506, Ch. 35, h, 3
8 LLAL AL SHARAIE —V 2 CH 222 H 17
° Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8508, Ch. 36, h, 1

Page 7 of 17




‘Professions and Business for Females www.hubeali.com

j,.’s;(rwxw);\pgiwﬁ&gségﬁngw “ub:\u;&g&dw;\uﬂgﬁmyfs

z

) /jgg’;}’f J/...jil:‘i/“‘/;‘

‘I heard Abu Abdullah % saying: ‘The female singer is an accursed woman, and accursed is
the one who consumes her earnings’.1°

Teaching and training:
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah?%s, ‘A woman at Al-Medina, the people were placing the slave girls
with her in order to train them, and we said, “We have not seen the likes of what is poured
upon her from the livelihood (she was earning good income)!’. So he™®"s said: ‘She was
truthful in the discussions, and repaid the entrustments, and that brings the livelihood'.
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Safwan (the narrator) said, ‘And | heard it (directly) from Hafs, after that’.1

It is in many Ahadith which prophesise the conditions of Muslims/believers near the time of
the reappearance of the 12" Imam=s"s, prior to the Dooms Day (Qiyamah) — that Women will
be dominant, i.e., ‘you will see women overpower their husbands and work for what he will
like and spend for her. You will see man hire his woman, his slave-girl and agree with worthless
food and drink’, see for example, Appendix. However, working for the world and Hereafter in
harmony is from the teachings of Ahl Al-Bayt®"s, as per next Hadith:
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10 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch37 H 6
11 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 46 H 6
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Abu Abdullah™@"Ys having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen"* used to ignite the fire and draw the
water and sweep, and Syed Fatima s used to grind and knead and bake’.!?

12 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 11 H 1
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APPENDIX

The Time and State of People Before Zahoor-e-Imam-ifi
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from certain persons of his people and Ali ibn

Ibrahim has narrated from his father, who from ibn Abu ‘Umayr all from Muhammad ibn Abu Hamzah, who from
Humran who has narrated:

"Abu' Abd Allah?s¥s once said, when these people mentioned before him (the Imam2*) the
difficult condition of the Shias, 'l once was with Abu Ja'far?%“s, when al-Mansur the Abbasside
ruler, was in a procession. He was on a horse, with a group of people on horses before and
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after him and | was riding a donkey on his@%s side. He said to me: ‘O Abu' Abd Allah! It is
proper for you to be happy with what Allah"#" has granted us with power, victory and glory.
You must not tell people that you have a greater degree of right to the position of ruler-ship
as well as your family to provoke us against yourself and against them." He®"* (the Imam)
has said: 'l then said that whoever has said as such to you has not spoken the truth.' He then
said, 'Will you take an oath about what you just said?' | said, 'People are like magicians which
means that they love to destroy your feeling about me. You must not allow your ears to listen
to them. We need you more than you need us.' He (al-Mansur) then asked, 'Do you remember
the day | asked if we can have a kingdom and you replied, 'Yes, very vast, for a very long time
and strong. You will continue in such chance of the worldly domain until you will shed a blood
against the law in a sacred month in al-Haram (the sacred area)?' | then noticed that he has
remembered the Hadith. | then said, 'Perhaps Allah-? will save you and | do not apply this
to you especially. | narrated a Hadith. Maybe someone else from your family will be in control
of the government. He then remained quiet. On my return to my home certain ones of our
friends came and said, 'l pray to Allah?® to keep my soul in service for your?“s cause, by
Allah?2¥, | saw you in the procession of Abu Ja'far (al-Mansur) when you were riding a donkey.
He was riding a horse as dominant above you and speaking to you as a supervisor does. | then
said to myself that this is a friend of Allah"#*"i (a man who possesses divine authority) over the
people and the person in charge of the high authority in religion who must be followed and
the other one acts unjustly, kills the descendants of the prophets, causes bloodshed on earth
in a way that Allah?2% does not like. He®" is in his' procession but he*s is riding a donkey.

| nearly doubted in my religion and in my soul." | then said to him, 'Had you seen those who
were around me, before, behind, on my right and left (were) the angels you would despise
him as well as those around him.' He then said, 'Now my heart has gained comfort. He then
asked, 'For how long these people will remain in power and when we will find relief from their
domination?' | then said, 'Do you not know that for everything there is an appointed time?"
He replied, 'Yes, that is true.' | then said, 'Will knowing it help you? If it comes, it will be faster
than a blinking of an eye. If you like to know their condition before Allah®** and how it is you
would hate them intensely. Had you and the people of the earth struggled to make it more
difficult for them than what they are already in, you could not do so, thus do not allow Satan
to incite you. Glory belongs to Allah?, His Messenger=¥% and the believing people but the
hypocrites do not know.

You must take notice that those who wait for our cause to materialise and bear patience in
facing the hardships and fear, tomorrow they will be along with us?*¥s, There will come a time
when you see the Truth has died, the people of truth have gone, injustice has covered the
land, al-Quran is considered to have become old, heresy3 is invented about it when it was
not there. A time will come when you see of religion remaining not anything more than a
name like a bowl! of water turned upside down. A time will come when you see the people of

13 A controversial or novel change to a system of beliefs
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falsehood achieve high positions above the people of the Truth, evil has become apparent
and no one prohibits it, instead they do not blame them, when you see sinfulness apparent,
men satisfy themselves with men and women with women. A time will come when you see
the believing remain silent and his words are not accepted. You will see the sinful speak lies
and his lies and fabrications are not refuted.

You will see small ones insult the grown up, when you see good relations with relatives are
cut off, when you see when one is praised for his sinful ways he laughs, he is not stopped and
his words are not rejected. A time will come when you will see the boy yield as women do,
and women marry women. A time will come when you see admirations increased, when you
see a man spend assets in something other than in obedience to Allah??¥, he is not prohibited
and his hand is not held back. A time will come when you will see the onlookers seek refuge
with Allah?" because of what they see a believing person does and strives (evil deeds). You
will find neighbours trouble neighbours and no one will stop them. You will see an unbeliever
rejoice for what problems he finds with the believing people, and is cheerful because of the
spreading of sinfulness in the land. A time will come when you see wine is used in public in
the gatherings without fear of Allah"#" when you see commanding people to do good is called
undignified, and the sinful ones in doing what Allah-#*" Dislikes are thought of as great and
praised. A time will come when you will see people of great signs are despised as well as those
who like them, when you see goodness is stopped and the evil ways are adopted. You will see
the house of Allah®% is neglected and ignoring it is commanded and you find men say what
they do not do.

You will see men use oil (to beautify) for men and women for women. You will see men earn
through homosexuality, and women through prostitution. You will see women sit in
gatherings like men do, when you see feminine signs apparent in the offspring of al-'Abbas
and their using dyes and combs as women use for their husbands and men for their sexual
organs and compete for men and men's feeling jealous over him. A time will come when the
wealthy will be considered more important than the believing people will, when taking
unlawful become public without blame, when women are praised because of fornication,
when a woman does a favour to her man for his homosexuality. You will see most people and
the best houses are considered the ones that help women in their sinful acts.

You will see the believing people feel sad, despised and humiliated. You will see heresy and
fornication have become apparent, people argue their case with the help of false testimony,
the lawful is made unlawful and the unlawful as lawful. A time will come when you will see
religion is taken by personal opinions, and the laws of the book are neglected. You will see
people do not wait for the darkness of the night to cover their acts against Allah*, and you
will see believing ones cannot do more than rejecting (them) in their hearts.

A time will come when you will see great amounts of wealth are spent for what Allah, most
Majestic, most Glorious, becomes angry. You will see the rulers become close to people of
disbelief and stay away from the people of goodness, and you will see the rulers accept bribes
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to issue judgments. A time will come when you will see governing is contracted with those
who give more, when you see incest take place and is taken as sufficient, when you see a man
is killed for false accusation and surmise and jealousy is exercised over the man who gives his
self and assets. You will see women overpower their husbands and work for what he will like

and spend for her. You will see man hire his woman, his slave-girl and agree with worthless

food and drink. You will see belief in Allah#*"i is a great deal on false basis, when you will see

gambling is apparent, wine is sold publicly without obstacles, and women give themselves to
unbelievers.

A time will come when you will see useless games have become apparent, people pass by but
no one stops it and no one will dare to do so. You will see people of dignity are humble before
those from whose domination they are afraid, when you will see the closest to rulers are
those who are praised because of their reviling us, the Ahl al-Bayt?"s, A time will come when
you will see people compete over false words, when you see listening to al-Quran is heavy on
people but their listening to false-hood becomes easy. You will see a neighbour respect a
neighbour because of fear from his tongue, when you see laws of penalty are neglected and
they are used according to desires. You will see Masjids are decorated, when you will see the
most truthful person is the one who fabricates the most. You will see evil has become
apparent as well as tale bearing. You will see transgression is widespread, backbiting is made
likeable and people give it as glad news to each other. You will see al-Hajj and Jihad are sought
for things other than the pleasure of Allah®*¥ and the sultans humiliate believing people for
the sake of unbelievers.

You will see destruction more than construction, a man's earning come from cheating in
measurement and bloodshed will be taken lightly. A time will come when you see a man seek
leadership for the sake of the worldly matters to make himself famous through bad mouthing
so he will be feared and affairs depend on him. You will see Salat taken lightly, a man will
possess a great wealth but will not pay Zakat at all. A time will come when you will see the
dead exhumed from his grave, harmed and the shroud is sold. You will see anarchy rampant,
a man in the evening elated and in the morning intoxicated and carefree of what people will
face. You will see animals are used for indecent acts, animals kill (ride) each other, a man goes
out to the place of his Salat and come back without any of his clothes on him. You will see
people's hearts become hard and their eyes solid and speaking of Allah?*") becomes heavy on
them. You will see unlawful and filthy earning become apparent and contested. You will see
one perform Salat only to show off, when you will see a scholar of figh learn for the sake of
something other than religion, seek worldly gains and leadership. You will see people are with
those who overpower others, when you see those who seek lawful matters are reproached
and rebuked and those who seek unlawful matters are praised with greatness, when you see
acts that Allah?*i does not like are committed in the two al-Haram (the sacred areas).

A time will come when you will see a man who will speak of truth, command to do good and
forbid the doing of evil; one will stand up and say that this is not your responsibility. You will
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see people emulate each other and follow people of evil. A time will come when you will see
the path of goodness and its road empty on which no one will walk. You will see every year
evil and heresy is invented more than in the year before. You will see people and gatherings
do not follow someone other than the rich. You will see the needy receive help so that others
laugh at his condition, and sympathy for reasons other than for the sake of Allah3, You will
see signs appearing in the sky are not feared, people engage in sexual acts like animals and
no one expresses dislike because of fear from people. You will see the man squander a great
deal, which is not for the sake of Allah?*¥ but he denies the little in obedience to Allah-?%,
You will see disrespect to parents become apparent and they will be mistreated as being the
worse ones of the people to the children who become happy for people's accusing their
parents. You will see women dominant in a kingdom and on all rulers who do not act against

what they dislike. You will see the son of a man accuse his father; present claims against his

parents and become happy for their death. You will see a man who passes a day without
committing a great sin like cheating in measurements, committing unlawful act, drinking
wine, sad and depressed and counts that day as a day lost in his life. You will see the Sultan
hoard food; you will see the assets of relatives distributed in falsehood and gambled with to
drink wine. You will see wine is used as medicine, prescribed by the physicians. You will see
people consider commanding to do good, to forbid evil and neglecting religion all the same.
You will see people of hypocrisy and hypocrites on the rise and people of truth do not move,
when you see Adhan and Salat for wages, when you see a Masjid full of those who do not fear
Allah?¥, gather there for backbiting, consuming the flesh of the people of truth, and
prescribe wine and intoxicants. You will see a drunken man lead Salat with no understanding.
However, people will not show any dislike for his being drunk. When he is drunk he is
respected, feared and ignoring him is feared, he is not punished nor is executed for being
drunk.

A time will come when you will see those who consume assets of orphans will receive praise
as virtuous ones. You will see the courts judge against the commandments of Allah#%, the
rules trust the treacherous ones for greed, the rulers designate legacy for the sinful people
and the daring against Allah®*"/ who take from them and leave in what they desire. You will
see piety preached from the pulpits but the preacher will not practice, you will see Salat taken
lightly as well as its times, you will see charity given through intercession but not for the sake
of Allah??, |t is given because of people's demand and pleasure. You will see what matter to
people will be their stomach and sexual desires, paying attention to what they eat or drink
and the world will come to them. You see the signs of truth have become old then you must
remain cautious and seek safety from Allah?"l, You must take notice that Allah**" is angry
with people and He?™i only gives them time for a matter for which He® wants them.
Remain watchful and strive, so that Allah?*l will see you in what is against what they do. If
penalty falls on them when you are there, you can move quickly to the mercy of Allah2%, If
you delay, they become afflicted; you must have come out of what they are in of their daring
against Allah™®", You must take notice that Allah"#" does not allow the rewards of the people
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of good deeds to become invalidated, the mercy of Allah? is close to those who do good
deeds.’1

4 Al-Kafi, vol. 8, H 14455, h, 7, 38! z : 8 4o : 37
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