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In the Name of Allah?" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-?" Lord-2* of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=2"* and his*®¥¥ Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Summary:

Allah-#%i Accepts only what is purely performed for Him#Y; nothing from the showing-off
ascends to the Heavens and is returned to those whom one had tried to impress and please.
However, Allah??¥ Discloses the good deeds of His#" servant, as and when Allah#" Desires
for people to appreciate their doer and to raise the status of a performer in the eyes of His
azwj Creators.
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From Abu Ja’far?®%“s, may the greeting be upon him?*"s having said: ‘It is written in the Torah,
which did not change, that Prophet Musa™? asked his® Lord®", He said: ‘O Lord®"il Are
You?™i near me so I should whisper to You?™, or far (from me) so I1°?¥ should call out
to You=2Wip’
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Allah?? Mighty and Majestic Revealed to him™s: “O Musa®! I¥?% am a sitting Companion of
the one who mentions Me232Wil”

‘ﬂ):‘““glf‘*“}’\’)iﬂf‘*‘g}ﬁf‘}‘dw

Musa said: ‘So who will be in Your?? Cover (Protection) on the Day there will be no cover
except Your?¥i Cover?’
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He?? Said: “Those who mention Me?* so |#% Mention them, and they are loving each

other so I Love them! They are those, if I'¥" Want to Afflict people of the earth with Wrath,
I32W Mention them so ™% Push it away from them, due to them!”?

Allah??¥ Said to Prophet Isa™s:

1 Jawaahir Al Saniya Fi Ahadeeth Al Qudsiya-CH7-H 4
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O Isa®! Remember Me " within yourself?s, 7% shall Remember you™® within Myself3?¥,
and mention Me®% in an assembly, 1**¥ shall Mention you™ in an assembly better than an
assembly of the human beings (an extract)! 2
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And Ali Amir Al-Momineen™@"* said: ‘Do not consider as little, and deed with piety (a pure
deed), and how can one consider it as little what is Accepted (by Allah-32%)?’3
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‘Ali®Ws Bin Al-Husayn2s%s said: ‘The most superior of the deeds in the Presence of Allah??%i is
what is performed by (following) the Sunnah, and even though it may be little’.#
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‘From Ali®%s Bin Al-Husayn?"s having said: ‘One who works with that Allah?** which has
been Obligated, so he is from the most worshipping of the people’.”
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‘Abu Abdullah?"s said (warning about showing off): ‘O Ali Bin Abdul Aziz! Do not let their
crying deceive you, for the piety is in the heart’.®
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2 Jawaahir Al Saniya Fi Ahadeeth Al Qudsiya-CH9-H 1

3 Nahj Al Balagah — Saying 95

4 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH21 H 7

5 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 55 H 14
6 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 56 H 4
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®Ys regarding the Words of Allah#*"i Mighty and
Majestic [67:2] that He may Test you - which of you is best in deeds (worship). He*"* said ‘It
does not Mean the abundance of deeds (worship), but the correct ones of your deeds, and
rather the correctness is the fear of Allah#¥ and the truthful intention, and the good deeds’.
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Then he®%s said: ‘The remaining upon the deed until it finishes is more difficult than
performing the deed itself, and the sincere deed is that which you do not want to be praised

upon by anyone except for Allah-®*" Mighty and Majestic; and the intention is superior than
the deed itself. Indeed! The intention, it is the deed’.
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Then he™®"Ys recited the Words of the Mighty and Majestic [17:84] Say: Every one acts
according to his own disposition — Meaning, upon his intention’.”

On sincerity and performing pure deeds, Ali Amir Al-Momineen@"s said:
358y 5T 0 G 5 S et 5 28 0y 5 () (ks ¢ G 5

And he?%s (Amir Al-Momineen"%) said: ‘Fear Allah"®" part of the fear even if it was little
and make a curtain to be between you and Allah?¥, and even if it was thin”’.2

Introduction:

In general, it is observed that no one would admit that his deeds were for the showing-off,
but after performing a good deed, he also likes others to know about it and praise him, and
that’s what comes under the showing-off, e.g.,
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?¥s having said: ‘The remaining upon the deed is

more difficult than the deed itself’. He said, ‘And what is the remaining upon the deed?’

Imam™@"* said: ‘The man maintains relationships by helping (a relative) and he spends an
expenditure for the Sake of Allah-*"i Alone, there being no associates for Him3%, so a
secretive good deed is recorded for him. Then he mentions it and it gets Deleted, and an

7 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 11 H 4
8 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch56 H6 d
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open good deed is recorded for him. Then he mentions it (again), and it so it is erased and a
showing-off is recorded for him’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Ja’far?¥s Bin Muhammad2s*s, from his?"“s father2s¥s that Rasool-
Allah™@W% was asked, ‘In what would be the salvation tomorrow?’ So, hes®"¥ said: ‘The
salvation is that you do not seek to deceive Allah??¥, so He®*¥i would Deceive you, for the
one who seeks to deceive Allah®?"i, He®¥ would Deceive him by Isolating the Eman from
him, and he would be deceiving himself if only he was aware (of it)’.
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It was said to him*®¥, ‘So how does one seek to deceive Allah?2"?’ HeWW said: ‘He does
what Allah®¥ has Commanded him to, then he intends someone else with it. Therefore, fear
Allah®" and keep aside from the showing off, for it is Shirk (association) with Allah#%, The
shower off would be called on the Day of Judgment by four names — O Kafir! O Immoral! O
deceiver! O loser!” Your deeds are hereby confiscated and your Recompense is invalidated,
and there is no share for you today””.1°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%s regarding the Words of Allah"#*" Mighty and
Majestic [12:106] And most of them do not believe in Allah except they are associating
others (with Him). He®"* said: ‘This is the Shirk (association) of obedience, and it is not Shirk
(association) of worship’.
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And about the Words of the Mighty and Majestic [22:11] And among men is the one who
worships Allah superficially. So he®"* said: ‘The Verse was Revealed regarding a man, then
it occurred also to be regarding his followers’. Then | said: ‘Everyone who establishes anyone

9 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 116 H 16
10425 :1 z olan! .53:(3 7 )15 z ul=dl-(2)
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besides you?"s, so he is from the ones who worship Allah#" superficially?’. So he"* said:
‘Yes, and it is purely that’.}

And from him=®% may the Salawaat of Allah? be upon him*" and his*®"% Progeny ",
said: ‘The Glorious Said: “I"*¥ are the best Associate. One who associates an associate with
Me3* in his deeds, it is for his associate rather than Me*%, for I3V do not Accept except
what is purely for Me32%iI’12
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He said, ‘And in another Hadeeth: “I°*" am the Most Independent from the associate. Then
one who works a deed associating other than Me#% in it, so 1% am other than him, 122"
Disavow from him and he is the one who associated someone else with him!"*3
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And from the Prophet™®V, may the Salawaat of Allah®™¥ be upon him=®W and hissaww
Progeny 2%, said: ‘Allah3¥ the Glorious Said: “When % Know that the pre-occupation with
Me32% has prevailed upon My 3% servant, 1*?" Transfer his desires into requesting Me32¥
and whispering to Me3?W,
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So, when My % servant would be like that and wants to be heedless, 1% would Intervene
between him and his heedlessness! They are My friends, truly! They are the true heroes!
They are those whenever 1% Want to Destroy people of the earth with a Punishment, 132
Impede it from them for the reason of these heroes!’*#
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He said, ‘And from him™®“% may the Salawaat of Allah®*"/ be upon him™=®“ and hisa"W
ProgenyYs: ‘Allah@¥ the Exalted Says: “I?*"l am the most needless of the ones needless of
the associate! One who works a deed so he associates in it other than Me??, so My??" share
would be for him (his associator). I**" do not Accept, except what has happened purely for
Me—azwj!lls

11 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 169 H 4

12 Jawaahir Al Saniya Fi Ahadeeth Al Qudsiya - CH 10— H 117
13 Jawaabhir Al Saniya Fi Ahadeeth Al Qudsiya - CH 10— H 118
14 Jawaabhir Al Saniya Fi Ahadeeth Al Qudsiya - CH 10— H 121
15 Jawaabhir Al Saniya Fi Ahadeeth Al Qudsiya - CH 10— H 134
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‘He@%s said: ‘The Believer mingles his deed with the forbearance, and he sits to learn, and he
speaks to learn. He does not narrate his entrustments to the friends nor does he conceal his
testimony to his enemies, and he does not do anything from the truth to show off, nor does
he leave it out of embarrassment that he would be blamed for fear of what they would be
saying, and he seeks Forgiveness of Allah? from what they are knowing, not being tempted
by the words of the one who is ignorant, and he fears from the records of his deeds’.*®
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(It has been narrated) from Alis¥s Bin Al-Husayns, having said: ‘A Momin remains silent to
be safe, and speaks to benefit. He neither discusses his entrustments of the friends nor does
he conceal his testimony from the remote ones, nor does he do anything from the goodness
for showing off, nor does he neglect the bashfulness. If he pays Zakat he fears from what (the
people) might be saying, and he seeks Forgiveness of Allah?*"i for the ones who are not
knowing (his praying for them). The words of the ignorant one do not tempt him, and he fears
the ‘counting’ of what he does.?’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah™@"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah**"" said: ‘There would
be coming a time upon the people, their secretive matters would be wicked and they would
be good in the public in greed regarding the world, not intending by it what is in the Presence
of their Lord?¥, Their religion would happen to be show-off, the fear not blending in them.
Allah?2% would Punish them generally. So, they would be supplicating with the Supplication

of the drowning one (Dua Al-Ghareek), but it would not be Answered for them’.18

16 A| Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 55 H 2
17 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH99 H 3
18 A| Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 116 H 14
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‘There is no (problem) upon one of you even if he were to be at the top of a mountain until
his death ends up to him. Are you intending to be seen by the people? The one who works
for the people, his reward would be upon the people, and the one who works for Allah-22%j,
his Reward would be upon Allah-#¥, Every showing off is Shirk’.*®

Signs of Showing-off:
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‘He™®Ws said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®%* said: ‘There are three signs for the show-off —He is active
when he sees the people (around him), and he is lazy when he is alone, and he loves to be
praised in the entirety of his affairs’.2°

What is not from Showing-off from Pure Deeds:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?%s, said, ‘I asked him?#%s about the man who does
something from the good works. So, a person sees him, and that cheers him up’. So, Imam’
asws said: ‘There is no problem. There is no one except that he loves it that the goodness be
made apparent for him among the people, so long as he did not do that, for that reason (for
promoting himself in the eyes of others).?!

5o (Ol le ) B e 6 S J6 By ot e 2e st o e Tkl 28 i) AR 50 o Jie 08 el 2 B

ekl E0eSTE 35 0033 e (Ol paale ) st 81 5 T ol b iy T oSl s b st 1 Gl L 5 3 5 3 0 3B

Oystais 5lib o (A 44 5

19 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 69 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 116 H 23
20 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 116 H 8
2 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 116 H 18
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®%s about the Words of Allah??% Mighty and Majestic And whatever
affliction befalls you, it is on account of what your hands have wrought [42:30]. What is
your@W¥s view of what hit Ali®*"* and the People®"* of his®%* Household from after him=2s¥s,
is it due to that their®%s hands had wrought and they®"“* are the Pure People®%* of the
Household, the infallible?’
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The Imam™"s said: ‘Rasool-Allah**¥ used to turn to Allah**" and seek His®*" Forgiveness
during every day and night, one hundred times, from without having had sinned. Allah-?%
Particularised His®" Guardians®%s with the difficulties in order to Recompense them2s"s
from without them3"s having sinned.??

Conceal pure deeds and Allah®*" will Publicise those:
{149} 1.6 Ghe S8 A 35 o2 e inf 5 5,08 s A Yy

If you do good openly or conceal it, or pardon an evil, so Allah would always be Pardoning,
Powerful [4:149]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%* having said: ‘The secretive deed, when it is
correct, strengthens the deed done in the open’.?3
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And Rasool-Allah*®"¥ said: ‘The top status of Eman is one rank. One who reaches to it, so he
has succeeded and won, and it is that one ends up with his secrets in the righteousness up to
that he no longer cares for it when it is revealed, and he does not fear its consequences when
it is concealed” %

o olias B3 of 33 JutM\J&me;Jch»uﬁu};J»f,w‘ %T;;»Q;Q;j;;»g;%/ww“
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22 A| Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 198 H 2
23 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 116 H 11 (Extract)
24 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr -Ch 90 H 19 ¢
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‘From Ali®Ys Bin Al-Husayn 2s¥s having said: ‘1% would love it if I*¥s could redeem (liberate)
two qualities in our Shia with some of my?#"* own assistance — the hot-headedness and lack
of concealment.?®
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Al-Reza@Ws

‘| heard Al-Reza®%s saying: ‘Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Revealed to a Prophet® from His
azwi prophets@s: “When you come to the morning, the first thing facing you, so eat it, and
the second, so conceal it, and the third, so accept it, and the four, so do not despair it, and
the fifth, flee from it!”
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He s said: ‘When it was morning, he® went. He faced a mighty black mountain. He™ paused
and said: ‘My Lord®" Mighty and Majestic has Commanded me™s to eat this!” And he®s
remained bewildered.
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Then he® referred to himself?. He™ said: ‘My™ Lord??", Majestic is His#" Majesty, will not
Command me™ except with what I can endure’. So, he® walked towards it in order to eat
it. When he was near to it, it became smaller until he® ended up to it and found it to be a
morsel. So, he™ ate it and found it as the best thing he® had eaten.
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Then he® continued and found a tray of gold. He® said: ‘My Lord***/ Mighty and Majestic
has Commanded me™ to conceal this!’ So, he® dug a hole for it and made it to be in it, and
cast the soil upon it. Then he™ continued on, and behold, the tray had appeared. He®%" said:
‘I have done what my2 Lord?*¥ Mighty and Majestic had Commanded me™!’

s el (236 288 5806 (8 B s 5 % 3 el D dgs el O g adls 5 S 3R 030 e

He™@s continued on, and there he® was with a bird and there was a falcon behind it. The bird
circled above him?s. He said: ‘My Lord?*"/ Mighty and Majestic has Commanded me™ to
accept this!” So, he® opened his ™ sleeve and made the bird to be in it.

25 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 40
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The falcon said to him, ‘You™ have taken my prey away from me, and | was after it for days!’

He™®s said: ‘My® Lord®" Mighty and Majestic has Commanded me® not to despair this one!’
So, he™ cut out a piece of his™ thigh and threw it at it.
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Then he™ continued. When he™ went, there he® was with some dead meat, stinky, insect-
ridden. He™ said: ‘My Lord®*" Mighty and Majestic to flee from this’. So, he® fled from it.
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He™s returned and saw in his® dream as if He®*i Said to him™: “You have done what you"
3 had been Commanded with. Do you® what is that which happened?” He™® said: ‘No’.
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He?2i Said to him: “As for the mountain, it is the anger. The servant, when he is angry, does
not see himself and is ignorant of his power from the mighty of anger. When he preserves
himself and knows his ability, and his anger subsides, his end-result would be like the good
morsel which you had eaten.
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And as for the tray, it is the righteous deed. When the servant conceals it and hides it, Allah"

azwj Mighty and Majestic Refuses it except that He®¥ would Reveal it for him to be seen with
it (by others), along with that He®*" has Treasured for him from the Rewards of the Hereafter.
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And as for the bird, it is the man who comes to you™ with good advice, so accept him and
accept his advice.

- T G

And as for the falcon, it is the man who comes to you™® regarding a need, so do not despair
him.
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And as for the stinky meat, it is the backbiting, so flee from it!”’26

26 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 93 H 47
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The Rewards for Pure Deeds:
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‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘There is no servant in my %Y community who is kind to his brother
regarding Allah?¥ with anything from the kindness, except that Allah** would have him
served by the servants of the Paradise’.?’
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‘Rasool-Allah*"" said: ‘Shuayb™ cried from the love of Allah** Mighty and Majestic until he
was blinded. Allah-#" Returned his eyesight. Then he cried until he® was blinded. Allah-?%
Returned his® eyesight. Then he cried until he® was blinded. Allah®*¥ Returned his®
eyesight. When he® was in the fourth time, Allah2?¥ Revealed unto hims: “O Shuayb™*! Until
when will this be happening from you3? If this is happening out of fear from the Fire, so 13?¥
have Requited you, and if this is from the desire for the Paradise, so 1"¥¥ have Endowed it

s»”

to you™”,
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He said: ‘My God, and my2* Master! You??" Know that I am not crying out of fear from
Your?™ Fire, nor out of desire to be in Your?™ Paradise, but I contracted Your?®¥ |ove
upon my heart. Thus, I* have no patience upon that’. Allah?®*¥, Majestic is His?*) Majesty
Said: “But if this is so, for this 1"/ would Make My Speaker (whom 3% Spoke with) Musa"
3 Bin Imran™ to serve you?®> 28
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27 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 88 H 4
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®Y* saying: ‘Due to the success of the Momin man (due to his pure
deeds), Allah®™i Grants success to his children, and children of his children, and He?3"
Protects in his houses and the houses around him. So, they do not cease to be in the
Protection of Allah®*¥ due to his prestige unto Allah?32%",
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Then Imam™@¥s mentioned the two boys. He®"* said: ‘and their father was righteous. [18:82].
Don’t you see that Allah®™¥ has shown gratitude for the righteousness of their parents
towards them??°

Most deeds (impure deeds) are rejected:
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‘If only the covering would be uncovered from the people, they would (be able to) look at
what transpires between Allah-#" and the Believer. The necks of the Believers Fastened, and
their affairs being Caused to be easy, and their obedience Made to be known.

And if the people were to look at the repelling of the deeds from the sky they would be saying,
‘Allah-22% does not Accept the deeds from anyone’.3°

The aspects of ungratefulness:

In a lengthy Hadith, Allah-?" Said:
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O son of Adam™*! There is none from a new day except and your sustenance comes in it from
My22 Presence, and there is none from a night except and the Angels come to Me#" from
your presence with an ugly deed! My goodness descends to you and your evil ascends to
Me??W (an extract).3!

2 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 68 H 3
30 Al-Mahaasin—-V1Bk4-H4
31 Jawaahir Al Saniya Fi Ahadeeth Al Qudsiya - CH 7 —H 121
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