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In the Name of Allah®** the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®?* Lord*" of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=a*% and his*2¥¥ Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Qiblah Direction and the Obligatory Salat

How important is it to find the Qiblah (Kabah) direction and face it in a salat? Some Ahadith
are presented in the short article.
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‘From Al-Sadig@“s regarding Words of the Exalted: therefore wherever you turn to, so there
would be the Face of Allah [2:115]. He®"* said: ‘This is regarding the optional Salat in a
situation of travelling. As for the obligatory, there is no escape from facing the Qiblah”’.*
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‘From Al-Sadiq@"s, from his@"s father?"s: ‘Ali®%s had said: ‘One who prays Salat to other
than the Qiblah while he is viewing that he is upon the Qiblah, then he knows after that, there

is no repeating upon him, when it was among what is between the east and the west”’.2

When realising the Qiblah direction during the Salat:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"“s having said regarding a man who prays Salat
upon other than the Qibah. So, he comes to know while he is during the Salat, before he is
free from his Salat, said: ‘If he was facing towards what is between the east and the west, so
let him turn his face towards the Qiblah the moment he comes to know; and if he was facing
towards the back of the Qiblah, so let him cut off the Salat, then turn his face towards the
Qiblah, then open (begin again) the Salat’ .

! Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 32 H 24 b
2 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat — Ch 32 H 15
3 Al Kafi V3 —The Book of Salat CH8 H 8
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‘One from the people of Al-Iraq who diverts to the Qiblah and the whole of the east, upon
him is to divert left a little for him to be facing towards the Sanctuary (Hurrum) — the
Ahadeeth of that have come from them=3sws”’ 4
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And due to their®“s words: ‘Whatever is between the east and the west is Qiblah’.>

Case of Moving Qiblah Direction when upon a Ride:
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‘Abu Ja’far?“s said: ‘Allah#¥ Revealed this Verse regarding the optional Salat in particular:
therefore wherever you turn to, so there would be the Face of Allah; surely Allah is
Capacious, Knowing [2:115], and Rasool-Allah**"" prayed Salat in gestures being upon
his*@W" riding animal wherever it headed with him*2%% when he*®"¥ went out to (Battle of)
Khyber, and when he*®"¥ returned from Makkah, and he*®¥ made the Kabah to be behind
his2"W back” .6
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(It has been narrated) from Al-Halby who asked Abu Abdullah®"“s about the optional Salat
upon the camel and the riding animal. So he®%s said: ‘Yes, whichever direction you may be
facing’. So I said, ‘Upon the camel and the riding animal?’ He®*"s said ‘Yes, whichever direction
you may be’. | said, ‘Do | have to face the Qiblah when | intend to exclaim the Takbir?’ He@Ws
said: ‘No, but you can exclaim Takbir whichever direction you are facing, and like that is what
Rasool-Allah=aWw did’.”
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4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch32H6
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6 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch32H 29 a
7 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of SalGt CH82 H 5
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah % regarding the man who prays the optional Salat
in the cities, and he is upon a riding animal, wherever he may be facing with it’. So he™®"* said:
‘Yes, there is no problem’ .2
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®*s having been asked about the Salat in the ship,
so he™®"s said: ‘He should face the Qiblah. So when he circles (the ship turns), and he is able
to face towards the Qlblah’ so let him do so, or else, so let him pray Salat wherever he is
facing with it’. He®%s said: ‘So if he is able to stand, so let him pray Salat standing, or else, so
let him be seated, then let him pray Salat’.°
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(The book) ‘Figh Al-Reza®"* — He*"* said: ‘When you want to divert to the Qiblah, then you

can divert to the left double of what you can divert to the right, for the Sanctuary (Hurrum) is
on the right of the Kabah by four miles, and on its left by eight miles” .10

Turning Face while in Salat:
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‘Turn towards the Qiblah with your face and do not turn your face, (left and right) for you will
spoil your Salat. Allah?¥ Said to His®" Prophet™2¥% regarding the obligatory Salat: turn your
face towards the Sacred Masjid; and wherever you are, turn your faces towards it,
[2:150]" 1!
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8 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salgt CH82 H 8
9 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salgt CH 83 H 2
10 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 32 H 5
11 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 32 H 7
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Explanation (Hadeeth only) — Zurara said in ‘Al-Saheeh’ (the correct Hadeeth), from Abu
Ja’far®™s having said: ‘Turning around cuts the Salat when it was with whole of him”’ *?
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His %S words in a report by Al-Halby: ‘Repeat the Salat when it was immoral’. The apparent
verification of the ‘immorality’, is the turning with the face in particular to one of the two
sides.!3
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And from Abu Ja’far?®"s having said: ‘Do not turn around from the Qiblah during your Salat
for it will be spoilt upon you. Allah?¥ Said to His?¥ Prophet**"¥: So turn then your face
towards the Sacred Masjid; and wherever you are, turn your face towards it. [2:144], and
lower your gaze and do not raise it towards the sky, but your looking should be at the place

of your Sajdah” .14

The Sanctity of Qabah:
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‘From Abu Abdullah™®"s having said in answer to Ibn Al Awja when he had denied the Hajjand
the Tawaaf: ‘This House (Kabah), Allah®*¥ Mighty and Majestic is being worshipped by it.
He?2 Created it in order to Test their obedience with it in their following Him™22, He3Wi
Urged them upon revering it and visiting it, and Made is a place of His?® Prophets, and a
Qiblah for the ones praying to Him#"’ — the Hadeeth” .1
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12 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 32 H 7
13 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 32 H 7
14 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch32H 27 b
15 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 32 H 8
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‘I mentioned these whims (general Muslims) in the presence of Abu Abdullah3s¥s, He#sWs said:
‘No, by Allah?¥i! They are not up anything from what Rasool-Allah?"** had come with, except
facing the Kabah only!”’1®

The Change in Qiblah direction:
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‘From Amir Al-Momineen@"“* having said: ‘When Rasool-Allah*%¥" was Send, the Salat was
towards the Qiblah of Bayt Al-Maqdis. In the beginning of his*®¥ Prophet-hood, hes®%W
prayed Salat towards Bayt Al-Maqdis, entirety of his*®"¥ days of staying at Makkah, and after
hiss®W emigrating to Al-Medina for months.

Gl 2,6 3108 5,4 4
The Jews faulted him™=@W_ They said, ‘You™®"¥ are a follower to our Qiblah!’
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It was disrespect to Rasool-Allah®"" from them of that, so Allah®*¥i the Exalted Revealed to
him2"WW¥ while hes®™Y was turning his*®"¥ face towards the sky awaiting the Command: We
have Seen the turning of your face towards the sky, [2:144] — up to His®" Word: so that
people shall have no accusation against you all, [2:150] — meaning the Jews in this place.
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Then Allah??" Mighty and Majestic Informed us of the reason for which the Qiblah had not
been transferred from the beginning of the Prophet-hood. The Blessed and Exalted Said: And
We did not Make the Qiblah which you were upon — up to His®™" Words: Affectionate,
Merciful [2:143]. The Glorious Named the Salat as Eman over here’.
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And he™®"¥s said regarding Words of the Exalted: So turn then your face towards the Sacred

Masjid; [2:144]. He™"s said: ‘Mean of ‘Shatra’ is approximately towards it, if it was visible,
and with the signs and the flags if it was veiled.

16 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 32 H 10
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If you know the Qiblah, it is obligated to face it, and the turning and the directing towards it,
and there does not happen to be any existent signs upon it to the extent that all the direction
are same, at that time it is for him to pray Salat by his striving wherever he likes and choose
(a direction) until he would be upon certainty from the installed signs and the markers spread
out.
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If he inclines away from this direction along with what we?¥s mentioned until he makes the
east as west, and the west as east, the meaning of his striving would be lost and the state of
his belief would be corrupted’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And it has come from the Prophets®¥ textual Hadeeth there is a
consensus upon it that the markings installed upon the Sacred House of Allah?* will not go
away from us by their whole, due to any incident from the incidents from Allah-3" the Exalted
upon His?% servants in establishing what Allah#¥ has Imposed upon them” .’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Zurara said, ‘I said to Abu Abdullah@*s, ‘The Salat during the journey
in the ship and the carriage, are the same?’
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He3%s said: ‘The optional Salat(s), all of these are same. You can indicate by gestures
wherever you may be headed on your riding animal, and your ship, while the obligatory Salat,
you will have to descend for it from the carriage to the ground, except from fear. If you fear,
you can do gestures (without descending).
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And as for the ship, pray Salat at it standing and face the Qiblah with your striving. Noah™s
had prayed the obligatory Salat in it while standing facing towards the Qiblah, and it had been
layered upon them (by flood waters)’.
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17 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch 32 H 21
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He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘And what had let him™ know the Qiblah so he?* diverted
towards it, and it had been layered (covered) upon them (with flood waters)?’
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He@%s said: ‘Jibraeel™s had stood him™° towards it’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘So | should be facing towards it during every exclamation of
Takbeer?’
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He#%s said: ‘As for regarding the optional Salat, no! Surely, what Takbeers have been
exclaimed to other than the Qiblah are more’.
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Then he™"s said: ‘All that is Qiblah for the one praying optional Salat. He®*" Said: therefore
wherever you turn to, so there would be the Face of Allah; surely Allah is Capacious,
Knowing [2:115]" *8

18 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 81 — The Book Salat —Ch32H29b
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