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Questions of a Jew on Tauheed
Once, a Jew asked questions on Tauheed after the Prophet, but Muslims could not answer him, so
they brought him to Imam Ali, who answered him.
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‘A Jew entered (Medina) during the Caliphate of Abu Bakr and said, ‘I want the Caliph of
Rasool-Allah=®""’_ So, they came with him to Abu Bakr, and the Jew said to him, ‘Are you the
Caliph of Rasool-Allah®""¥?’ He said, ‘Yes, do you not see me being in his*®"¥ place and his
saww prayer Niche?’ He said to him, ‘If you were just as you are saying, O Abu Bakr, | want to
ask you about certain things’. He said, ‘Ask about whatever comes to you, and what do you
want?’
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The Jew said, ‘Inform me about what isn’t for Allah®™¥, and about what isn’t with Allah22%j,
and about what Allah#%¥ does not know’. At that, Abu Bakr said, ‘These are questions of the
atheists, O Jew!” At that, the Muslims thought of killing him, and among the ones present was
Ibn Abbas, and he shouted at the people and said, ‘O Abu Bakr! Respite regarding his killing’.
He said to him, ‘Did you not hear what he has spoken with?’ Ibn Abbas said, ‘If his answers
were with you (then fine), or else throw him out wherever you so desire from the earth’.
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He said, ‘Then expel him’, and he was saying, ‘May Allah3¥ Curse a people who are sitting it
other than their ranks intending to kill the soul which Allah-#" has Prohibited, without (them)
having any knowledge’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘He went out and he was saying, ‘O you people! Islam has gone to the
extent that they are not answering me. Where is Rasool-Allah=#¥W? And where is the Caliph
of Rasool-Allah*®"¥?’ |bn Abbas followed him and said to him, ‘Go to the vault of knowledge
the Prophet-hood to the house of Ali®*¥s Bin Abu Talib?@W*,
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He (the narrator) said, ‘During that, Abu Bakr and the Muslims came seeking the Jew and they
met him in one of the streets, so they seized him and came with him to Amir Al-Momineen
Ali~@¥s Bin Abu Talib@"s, They sought permission to see him"“s, then they entered to be with
him@%s, and the people had crowded, a group weeping and a group laughing.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Abu Bakr said, ‘O Abu Al-Hassan®"“*! This Jew asked me certain
guestion from the questions of the atheists’. The Imam™"*said: ‘What are you saying, O Jew?’
The Jew said, ‘1 ask and you"s will deal with me like what they have done with me’. He@Ws
said: ‘And which thing did they intend to be doing with you?’ He said, ‘They wanted to take
away my blood’. The Imam™"s said: ‘Leave this one and let him ask about whatever he likes
to’. He said, ‘My questions are such, none would know it except a Prophet™ or a successor®*
of a Prophet®¥. He®"s said: ‘Ask about whatever comes to you’.

el TL ba e () ade) e o) JUsb Ll anda Y Lasy ol e o Losg b o Los sl (o) JUib
V5o b o 1 JE A Jgwy e (Y] ALY ilals Yae Ve o~ Je5 1JB ¢ ball Ly 1 JG

The Jew said, ‘Answer me about what isn’t for Allah#?¥, and about what isn’t with Allah=2%j,
and about what Allah®" does not know’. Ali®"s said to him: ‘Upon a condition, O Jewish
brother’. He said, ‘And what is the condition?’ He"*%* said: ‘You will be saying along with me-
asws 3 just, sincere word, ‘There is no god except Allah**, Muhammad2*" is a Rasool**"% of
Allah?2%"’ He said, ‘Yes, of my master, (how can | not say so)’.
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He%s said: ‘O Jew brother! As for your words, ‘What isn’t for Allah®"" (it is) a female
companion nor a son’. He said, ‘You™"s speak the truth my master’. (He®"* said): ‘And as for
your words, ‘What isn’t with Allah®"’, so there isn’t any injustice with Allah?"’. He said,
‘You®Ws speak the truth, O my master’. (He"* said): ‘And as for your words, ‘What Allah-3?¥
does not know’, so Allah?*¥ does not Know that there is any associate for Him??, nor any
Vizier, and He®™i is Able upon all things’.
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During that, he said, ‘Extend your?%s hand, for | testify that there is no god except Allah?%,
and that Muhammad**"" is a Rasool**"" of Allah??*i, and you " are his*®"" Caliph truly and
his®% successor, and inheritor of his*®% knowledge. May Allah®" Recompense yous"s
goodly on behalf of Islam’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘The people clamoured at that, so Abu Bakr said, ‘O remover of the
anguish, O Ali®%s, you™"s are the reliever of the worries’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘During that, Abu Bakr went out and ascended the Pulpit and said,
‘They fired me! They fired me! You (Muslims) aren’t with goodness while Ali®"* is among you
all’. Umar came to him and said, ‘Withhold, O Abu Bakr, from this speech, for we are pleased
with you for ourselves’. Then he descended him from the Pulpit, and Amir Al-Momineen2s"s
came to know that”.!

1 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 10, The book of Argumentation, S3Ch1H 14
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